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CHIEF  ORGANISATIONS  OF  THE 
LIBERAL  PARTY. 


LIBERAL  CENTRAL  ASSCX^IATION. 

41  a»rf  42,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 

Chairman  of  Committee  ...  Rt,  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  M.P. 
Hon.  Secretary    Robert  A.  Hudson. 


NATIONAL  LIBERAL  FEDERATION. 

42,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER, 

President   R.  Spence  Watson,  LL.D. 

Chairman  of  Committee    Edward  Evans,  Jiuir. 

Secretary   Robert  A.  Hudson. 

Assistant  Secretary    Frank  Barter. 


NATIONAL  LIBERAL  FEDERATION:   HOME  COUNTIES 
DIVISION. 

42.  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 

President    Sir  William  Harcourt,  M.P. 

Chairman  of  Executive  Earl  Carrington,  G.C.M.G. 

Treasorer   Hon.  Armine  Wodehouse,  C.B.,  M.P. 

Hon  Secretary   Herbert  Samuel. 

Secretary    W.  Allard. 


LIBERAL  PUBLICATION  DEPARTMENT. 

42,  PARLIAMENT  STREET,  WESTMINSTER. 
(Under  the  joint  control  of  the  Lil>entl  Central  Association  and  the 
National  Liberal  Federation.) 

Chairman   Augustine  Birrell,  Q.C. 

Hon.  Secretary   Charles  Geake. 


SCOTTISH  LIBERAL  ASSOCIATION. 

President    Sir  Henry  Campbell-Ban nerm an,  M.P. 

Chairman  of  Executive   SiR  Thos.  D.  Gibson  Carmichael,  Bart. 

Treasorer    Captain  Sinci^ur,  M.P. 

Eastern  Section : 

71,  PRINCES  STREET,  EDINBURGH. 

Hon.  Sec   W.  Lang  Todd,  J.  P. 

Secretary    A.  D.  Wood. 

Western  Section : 

%  DUNDAS  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

Hon.  Sec  J.  M.  McCallum. 

Secretary    William  Armstrong. 
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LONDON  LIBERAL  AND  RADICAL  UNION. 

Suffolk  Htmse,  LAURENCE  POUNTNEY  HILL,  LONDON,  E,C. 

President    Lord  Tweedmouth. 

Chairman    R.  K.  Causton,  M.P. 

Treasurer    Sir  Samuel  Montagu,  Bart. 

Hon.  Secretary   James  Stuart. 

Secretary   J.  Renwick  Seager,  L.C-C. 


NATIONAL  REFORM  UNION. 

50,  EAWORTKS  BUILDINGS,  CROSS  STREET,  MANCHESTER. 

President    Hon.  Philip  Stanhope. 

Hon.  Secretary    J.  H.  Madkn. 

Treasurer   George  Rhodes. 

Chairman  of  Executive    ,  Richard  Barlow. 

Secretary    ..  Arthur  G.  Symont>s. 


WOMEN'S  LIBERAL  FEDERATION. 

23,  QUEEN  ANNE'S  GATE,  WESTMINSTER,  S.W. 

President    The  Countess  of  Carlisle. 

Hon.  SecretJiries  ...  Mrs.  Broadley  Reid  and  Lady  Trevelyan. 
Secretary    Miss  Bunney. 


WOMEN'S  NATIONAL  LIBERAL  ASSOCIATION. 

138,  PALACE  CHAMBERS,  WESTMINSTER,  S.W. 

Chairman  of  Executive   Mrs.  Bryce. 

Vice-Chairmen  ...Miss  MoNCK,  Mrs.Tompkinson,  and  Mrs.  Sydney  Buxton. 
Secretary    Miss  G.  Leake  Griffin. 


SCOTTISH  WOMEN'S  LIBERAL  FEDERATION. 

3,  DUNDAS  STREET,  GLASGOW. 

President    The  Lady  Helen  Munro  Ferguson. 

Hon.  Secretaries    Miss  M.  Cunningham  and  Mrs.  Swan. 

Secretary   Miss  Alice  Younger. 


EIGHTY  CLUB. 

3,  HARE  COURT,  TEMPLE,  LONDON,  E.C. 

  The  Earl  of  Kimrerley,  K.G. 

  Thomas  Sadler. 

  R.  C.  Hawkin. 


NATIONAL  LIBERAL  CLUB. 

WHITEHALL  PLACE,  LONDON,  S.  W. 

Chairman  General  Committee  Earl  Carrinoton,  G.C.M.G. 

Chairman  Managing  Committee  ...  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Gladstone,  M.P. 

Chairman  of  Political  Committee    Augustine  Birrell^  Q.C. 

Secretary    Donald  Murray. 


President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
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SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS. 


;  {Olher  than  the  foregoing,  the  following  are  selected  as  likely  to  he  of  use 
I  and  iiUerest  to  Liberals.) 


Aborigines  Photection  Socibty,  Broadway  Chambers,  Westminster,  S.W. 
I   Allotmbhts  and  Small  Holdings  Association,  35,  Moor  Street,  Birmingham. 
.    Anti-Slavbry  Socibty,  55,  New  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C 
'    Ant  I -Vaccination  (National)  Leagub,  50,  Parliament  Street,  S.W. 

Bi-Mbtallic  Lbagub.  10, 11,  and  12,  Walbrook,  London,  E.C 
I  Cbntral  Chambbr  of  Agriculture,  20,  Totbill  Street,  S.W. 
I    Charity  Organisation  Society,  15,  Buckingham  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C. 

Church  0>mmittbb  for  Church  Defbncb  and  Church  Instruction,  Church 
I  House.  Dean's  Yard,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Cbntral  Church  Committbb,  Church  House,  S.W. 
I    Cobdbn  Club  (Harold  Cox,  Sec),  6,  Ravmond  Buildings,  Gray's  Inn,  W.C. 

CoMMBRCB,  Associated  Chambers  of,  1,  Great  College  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
1    Commons  Preservation  Society,  1,  Great  College  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

Conservative  Central  Office,  St.  Stephen°s  Chambers,  Bridge  Street, 
1  Westminster,  S.W. 

I    Early  Closing  Association,  21,  New  Bridge  Street,  London,  E.C. 
'    Education,  National  Society  (Chunk  Voluntary  Schools)^  Broad  Sanctuary, 
Westminster,  S.W. 

!  Education  Association  (National),  Surrey  House,  Victoria  Embankment,  W.C. 
■    Fabian  Society,  3  and  4,  Clemenf  s  Inn,  W.C. 

I    International  Arbitration  and  Peace  association,  222,  Strand,  W.C. 

International  Arbitration  League,  11,  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  London,  W.C. 

Land  Nationalisation  Society,  432,  Strand,  London,  W.C 

Land  Law  Reform  Association,  18,  Cockspur  Street,  Charing  Cross,  S.W. 
I    Liberal  Unionist  Association,  6,  Great  George  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
I    Liberation  Society,  2,  Serjeanu'  Inn,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Liberty  and  Property  Defence  League,  7,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 

London  Municipal  Society,  16,  Great  George  Street.  S.W. 
I    London  Reform  Union,  Tra£&lgar  Buildings,  Charing  Cross,  W.C. 

Marriagb  Law  Reform  Association,  2,  Dean's  Yard,  Westminster,  S.W. 

National  Union  of  Conservative  Associations,  Su  Stephen's  Chambers, 
Bridge  Street,  S.W. 

Navy  Lbagub,  13,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
I    Opium  Trade.  Society  for  the  Suppression  of  the,  Finsbury  House,  Blomfield 
,  Street,  E.C 

'    Peacb  Society,  47,  New  Broad  Street,  London,  E.C. 

Primrose  League,  64,  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  S.  W. 
i    Protestant  Alliance,  430,  Strand,  London,  W.C. 
I    Protestant  Association, 

Rural  Labourers'  League,  95,  Colmore  Row,  Birmingham. 

Social  Democratic  Federation,  3,  Bolt  Court,  Fleet  Street,  E.C. 

Sunday  League,  The  National,  34,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C. 

Sunday  Society,  7,  Pall  Mall,  London,  S.W. 
I   Sunday:  Working  Men's  Lord's  Day  Rest  Association,  12,  John  Street. 

Bedford  Row,  W.C. 
I   Teachers,  National  Union  of,  71,  Russell  Square,  W.C. 
I    Temperance  Society,  The  Church  of  England,  4,  The  Sanctuary,  West- 
minster, S.W. 

Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary  Committee,  19,  Buckingham  Street, 
I  Strand,  W.C. 

'    United  Kingdom  Alliance,  Broad  Sanctuary  Chambers,  Tothill  Street,  S.W. 
Women's  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  9,  Bridge  Street,  Westminister^  S.  W. 
Women's  Suffrage,  Central  Society,  28,  Millbank  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 
Women's  Local  Governmen  r  Society,  17  and  18,Tothill  Street,  Westminster,  S.W. 


Digitized  by 


iv 


THE  LIBRRAL  MAOAZIKB. 


THE  TWO  MINISTRIES. 


(The  names  of  members  of  the  Cabinet  are  printed  in  heavier  type). 

Lord  Rosbbxby's  Lord  Sallibukt's 

HnrisTRT.  Fourth  Ministrt. 

Earl  of  KImberley   Foreign  SecreUiy  (£5,000)   Marquis  of  Lansdowno. 

LordHerMhell    Lord  Chancellor  (£10,000)   EaH  of  Halsbury. 

Earl  of  Rosebory   Lord  Prenident  of  the  Ooanoil 

(Prime  Minister)       (£2,000)    Duke  of  Devonshiro. 

Lord  Tweedmouth    Lord  Privy  Soal  (£2,000)    Marquis  of  Salisbury 

(Prime  Minister). 

Earl  of  Rosebery    FintLordof  the  Treasury  (£5,000)  Mr.  Balfour. 

Sir  W.  Harcourt   Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer 

(£5,000)   Sir  Michael  HIcks-BMch. 

Mr.  Asqulth    Home  Secretary  (£5,000)   Mr.  Ritchie. 

Marquis  of  Rlpon   Colonial  Secretary  (£5,000)           Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman..  Secretary  for  War  (£5,000)    Mr.  Brodrick. 

Sir  H.  H.  Fowler    Secretaiy  for  India (£5.000)          Lord  George  Hamilton. 

Earl  Spencer   First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

(£4,500)    Earl  of  Selbome. 

Earl  of  Crewe    Lord    Lieutenant    of  Ireland 

(£20,000)   EarlCadogan. 

Mr.  S.  Walker    Lord    Chancellor    of  Ireland 

(£8,000)    Lord  Ashbourne. 

Sir  Q.  Trevelyan   Secretary  for  Scotland  (£2,000) ..  L^rd  Balfour  of  Bu Heigh. 

Lord  Tweedmouth   Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  (£2,000)  Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

Mr.  Bryce  Presidoit  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

(£2,000)    Mr.  Qerald  Balfour. 

Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre   President  of  Local  Qovemment 

Board  (£2,000)   Mr.  Walter  Long. 

Mr.  H  Gardner  (Lord  Bur(^/ic2err)  President  of  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture (£2,00.)   Mr,  Han  bury. 

Mr.  Herbert  Qladstoue   First  Commissioner  of  Works 

(£2,000)    Mr.  Akers  Douglas. 

Mr.  John  Morley   Chief    Secretary    for  Ireland 

(£4,425)    Mr.  Wy-ndham. 

Mr.  Arnold  Morley   Postmaster  General  (£2,500)   Marquis  of  Londonderry 

Mr.  A.  H.  D.  Acland   Vice  President  of  the  Council 

(Education)  (£2,000)    Sir  John  B.  Gorst. 

Sir  J.  T.  Hibbert                        FinancUl  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (£2,000)   BIr.  Austen  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  Thomas  Ellis  Patronage  Secretary  to  the  Trea- 
sury (£2,000)   Sir  W.  H.  Walrond. 

Mr.  R.  K.  Causton   ^  /  Mr.  Anstruther. 

Mr.  W.  A.  McArthur  K ""ii^ch?"!'.*!'^.^."^  Mr.  Hayes  Fisher. 

Mr.  R.C.Munro-Ferguson  J  I  Hon.  A.  Fellowes. 

Mr.  C.  Seale-Hayne   Paymaster  General  (unpaid)  Duke  of  Mariborougli. 
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Admiiml  Sir  P.  W.  Richaids  . 

T. 

Naval  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 


Jtoai^Admiral  Lord  Walter  T. 
Kerr   


tai^Admiral  Sir  J.  Arbuthnot 
Pl»her   


Oiplain  Grnrd  H.  r.  Noel  ....) 


^Admiral  LoMWalter  T  JCerr. 

Rear- Admiral  A.  L.  Douglas. 

Rear-Admiral  A.  Knyvett 
Wilson,  V.C. 

k  Rear-Admiral  Arthur  W. 
^  Hoore. 


Mr.  B.  Bobfnrtaon   Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

(£1,000)   Oapt.  B.  Q.  Prv^yman. 

Sir  Ughtrad  Kay  ShuttlewoHii..  Secretary    to    the  Admiralty 

(£2,0OJ)    Mr.  H.  O.  Amold-Forster. 

Mr.  O.  W.  B.  RoHieU   Under  Home  Seoretaiy  (£1,500). .  Mr.  Jesse  CoUIngs. 

Sir  Bdward  Grey .  Bart   Under  Secretary   for  Foreign 

Affkirs  (£1,500;   Lord  Cranbome. 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton    Under  Secretary  Colonial  (£1,500)  Barl  of  Onslow. 

Lord  MonksweU    Under  Secretary  for  War  (£1,600)  Lord  Raglan. 

Lend  Reay   Under    Secretary    for  India 

(£1.600)    Bariof  Hardwicke. 

Mr.  Thomms  Burt   Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade 

(£1,-00)    Barl  of  Dudl^. 

Sir  Walter  Fofit«r   Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  (£l,20J)   Mr.  J.  Grant  Lawson. 

Mr.W.WooiUlI    Financial  Secretary  to  War  OtRoe 

(£1,500)   LoM  Stanli^y. 

Sir  Robert  Reid.  Q.C  Attorney-General  (£7jD0D  A  tees)  Sir  R.B.  Fiulay,  Q.C. 

Sir  Frank  Lookwood,  Q.C  Solicitor-General  (£6.000  and  fees)  Sir  B.  Canon,  Q.C. 

Mr.  J.  B.  BaUour.  Q.C   Lord  Advocate  (£5.000)   Mr.  Graham  Murray,  Q.C. 

Mr.  Thomas  Shaw.  Q.C  Solicitor  -  General  for  Scotland 

l£2,a.O)    Mr.  C.  Scott  Dickson,  Q.C. 

The  MsoDermot,  Q.C  Attorn^  -  General  for  Ireland 

(£5.00J)    Mr.  John  Atkinson,  Q.C. 

Sariesnt  Hemphill  Solicitor  -  General   for  Ireland 

(£4,000)    Mr.  George  Wright,  Q.C 

HOUSKHOLD  APPOnrrMBITTS. 

Msrquis  of  Breadalbane   Lord  Steward  (£2,000)    Barl  of  Pembroke. 

Lord  Csrrington  Lord  Chamberlain  (£2.000)  Barl  of  Clarendon. 

Eari  of  Cork  Master  of  the  Horse  (£2.5C0)  ....  Duke  of  Portland. 

Lord  Ribbleedale  Master    of    the  Buckhounds 

(£1.600)   LoMChesham. 

Hon.  A.  Q.  Brand    Treasurer    of    the  Household 

f£904)   Mr.  Victor  Cavendish. 

Mr.  O.  G.  Levesun-Gower  Comptroller  of  the  Household 

(£904/   Viscount  ValenUa. 

Hon.  C.  R.  Spencer   Vice  Chamberlain  ({:')24)   Sir  A.  P.  Adand-Hood. 


QcDcrsl  Viscount  Bridport 

Lnd  Camoys  

Loid  Plaj-fair  . 


/'Earl  Howe. 
Earl  of  Kintore. 
Earl  of  Denbigh. 
Viscount  Bridport. 


Lord  Hamilton  of  Dalxiel  ^^"^     W*"*"*  (^02  each)  . .  ^  j^^^  ChurehiU. 


briOianvUle   

Bwl  of  Buckinghamshire  . 


Lord  Harris. 
Lord  Lawrence. 
^Lord  Bagot. 

Lord  Kenaiugton   Captain  of  the  Yeomen  of  the 

Guard  (£1,20j)   Earl  Waldegrave. 

Isri  of  ChesterfteM    Captain  of  the  Corps  of  Geutle- 

men-at- Arms  (£1,200)   Lord  Belper. 
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REGISTRATION. 


The  Period  of  Qualification  for  Occupiers  and  Lodgers  is  One 
Year,  /.e.,  Twelve  Montlis  immediately  preceding  the  16th  July  in 
any  year ;  and  for  Freeholders,  (who  have  votes  in  Counties  only,  except 
in  the  Parliamentary  Boroughs  of  Bristol,  Exeter,  Norwich,  and  Nottingham) 
full  possession  of  the  qualifying  property  for  Six  Months  previous  to  tbe 
16th  July. 

I.-THE  PARLIAMENTARY  FRANCHISE. 
{Tfie  Parliamentary  Franchise  in  no  case  extends  to  wonicn). 

(a)  Counties. 

In  order  to  vote  at  Parliamentary  Elections  a  person  must  possess  one  or 
other  of  the  following  qualifications : — 

1.  — As  a  Householder,  he  must  have  lived  in  tlie  same  Parliamentary 
Division  for  Twelve  Months  preceding  the  16th  July-  He  may  have 
removed  once  or  oftener,  but  so  long  as  each  house  occupied  is  within  the 
Division,  he  is  entitled  to  the  franchise  in  succession.  Any  person  who 
separately  occupies  ^ar^  of  a  liome^  the  landlord  not  residing  on  the  premises, 
is  entitled  to  be  registered. 

2.  — As  a  Freeholderi  he  must  have  possessed  for  six  months  property 
of  the  value  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  clear  of  all  expenses,  umees  the 
Freehold  is  acquired  by  Descent,  Marriage,  or  Succession. 

3.  — As  a  Leaseholder,  he  must  have  held  for  twelve  months  previous  to 
the  15th  July  a  lease  of  property  worth  £50  per  annum,  and  originsQly  created 
for  a  term  of  not  less  than  2U  years  ;  or  a  lease  of  property  worth  £5  and 
upwards  per  annum,  and  originally  created  for  a  term  ot  not  less  than  60  years. 

4.  — ^As  a  a  £10  Occupier,  he  must  have  occupied  for  twelve  months  some 
land  or  tenement  of  £10  clear  yearly  value. 

5.  — As  a  Lodger,  he  must  have  occupied  rooms  in  tlie  same  house  for 
twelve  months,  liie  annual  value  of  the  rooms,  unfurnished,  is  fixed  by  law 
at  £10.  A  son  living  at  home  with  his  parents  may  claim,  when  by  agree- 
ment with  his  father  ne  is  the  sole  occupant  of  a  room  in  the  house,  and  might, 
if  he  chose,  lock  it  up  and  prevent  any  other  member  of  the  family  from  enter- 
ing. Every  man  over  21,  who  has  a  ri^ht  to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  room  or 
rooms,  of  the  required  annual  value,  in  his  parents'  (or  any  other)  house,  should 
therefore  claim  to  l)e  put  on  the  Register  as  a  Lodger.  In  all  cases  Lodgers 
must  claim  every  year. 

6.  — The  Service  Franchise.  Bank  Managers,  Schoolmasters,  Railway 
Men,  Caretakers,  Servants,  and  others  who  occujyy  rooms  or  houses  rent  free 
on  their  employers'  property,  are  entitled  to  tnis  franchise,  provided  their 
employers  do  not  reside  on  the  premises. 

(6)  Parliamentary  Boroughs. 

In  order  to  vote  at  Parliamentary  Elections  a  person  must  possess  one  or 
other  of  the  following  qualifications : — 

1. — ^As  a  Householder,  he  must  have  lived  in  the  same  Parliamentary 
Borough  for  Twelve  Months  preceding  the  15th  July.  He  may  have 
removed  once  or  oftener,  but  so  long  as  each  house  occupied  is  within  the 
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ParUamentarj-  Borough,  he  is  entitled  to  the  franchise  in  succession.  Any 
person  who  separately  occupies  part  of  a  house,  the  landlord  not  residing  on  the 
premises,  is  entitled  to  be  registered. 

2. — Am  a  £10  Occapiei^  he  must  have  occupied  for  twelve  months  some 
land  or  tenement  of  £lb  clear  yearly  value,  and  have  resided  within  seven 
miles  of  the  Borough  boundary  during  six  months  previous  to  July  15th. 

Si. — Ab  a  Lodger,  he  must  have  occupied  rooms  in  the  same  house  for 
twelve  months.  The  annual  value  of  the  rooms,  unfurnished,  is  fixed  by  law 
at  £10.  A  son  living  at  home  with  his  parents  may  claim,  when  by  agreement 
with  his  father  he  is  the  sole  occupant  of  a  room  in  the  house,  and  might,  if  he 
chose,  lock  it  up  and  prevent  any  other  member  of  the  family  from  entering. 
Every  man  over  21,  who  has  a  right  to  the  exclusive  use  of  a  room  or  rooms,  of 
the  required  annual  value,  in  his  parents'  (or  any  other)  house,  should  there- 
fore claim  to  be  put  on  the  Register  as  a  Lodger.  In  all  cases  Lodgers  must 
claim  every  year. 

4. — The  Service  Franchise-  Bank  Managers,  Schoolmasters,  Railway 
Men,  Caretakers,  Servants,  and  others  who  occup^r  rooms  or  houses  rent  free 
on  Uieir  employers*  property,  are  entitled  to  this  franchise,  provided  their 
employers  do  not  reside  on  the  premises. 


IL— THE  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  FRANCHISES. 


1.  Who  may  Vote  for  Town  and  Gonnty  Conncillors  (London  Excepted). 

The  Ownership,  Service  and  Lodger  (qualifications  do  not  confer  a  vote  for 
the  election  of  Town  and  County  (Councillors.    The  household,  and  the  £10, 


I    residence  nvithin  7  miles  of  the  Borough  or  administrative  County  also  confers 
'    the  Town  and  County  CJouncil  vote.   And  for  Town  and  County  Council 
I    purposes,  women  (spinsters  and  widows),  if  they  in  all  other  respects  possess 
the  necessary  qualifications,  may  l)e  registered. 

I  2.  Who  may  Vote  for  District  or  Parish  Councillors. 

Any  persons  qualified  as  Parliamentary  (including  Owners,  Service  Voters, 
and  Lodgers)  or  County  Council  electors  may  vote  for  District  or  Parish 
Councillors,  in  addition  to  married  women  occupiers  who,  if  single  or  widows, 
would  be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  of  County  Councillors. 

3.  Who  may  Vote  for  Ghiardians  (in  County  Boroughs,  Boroughs,  and 

Urban  Districts)  and  Borough  and  County  Councillors  in  London. 

All  persons  whose  names  are  upon  the  Parliamentary  or  County  Electors* 
or  Municipal  or  Parochial  Electors  Li^ts,  excepting  Freemen  only. 

4.  Who  may  Vote  for  Members  of  School  Boards. 

In  Municipal  Boroughs — 

All  who  are  on  the  Burgess  Roll. 

Elsewhere  than  in  Municipal  Boroughs — 
Ratepayers. 
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PARLIAMENTARY  REGISTRATION  DIARY. 
With  Hints  for  the  Guidance  of  Liberal  Registration  Committees. 


June  20th. 

Ownership  portion  of  Register  published  by  Overseers. 

Between 
Jane  aOth 
and  July  20th. 

Local  secretaries  to  examine  Rate-Books,  arran^  Committee 
Meetings,  and  take  the  necessary  steps  to  get  ownership  clMnu 
made  by  all  new  Liberal  owners. 

July  20th. 

Last  day  for  sending  in  ownership  claims. 

After  July  15th 
and  before 
July  26th. 

Lodgers  on  the  existing  Register,  if  still  qualified,  must  send 
in  **  Old  Lodger's  Claims.*^ 

August  let. 

Overseers  publish  :  (a)  List  of  ownership  claimants  ;  (6)  List 
of  old  lodgers  who  have  reclaimed  ;  (r)  New  occupation  lists. 

Between 
August  1st  and 
August  20th, 
(if  possible 
before 

August  I5th.) 

Local  committees  to  meet  and  carefully  examine  all  the  new 
lists,  and  to  make  inquiries,  with  a  view  to  making  ;— 
(a)  Objections  to  ownership  electors. 
(6)  Objections  to  ownership  claimants, 
(r)  Objections  to  old  lodger  claimants. 
{d)  Objections  to  persons  on  New  Occupations  Lists  either 

for  Household,  £10,  or  Service  qualifications, 
(e)  Occupation  claims. 
if)  New  Lodger  claims. 

August  aoth. 

Last  day  for  Occupation  and  New  Lodger  Claims  to  reach 
Overseers. 

I^t  day  for  notices  of  objection  to  be  serve<l  on  Overseers 
and  on  persons  objected  to. 

August  25th. 

Overseers  publish  lists  of 
Ownership  voters  \ 

Ownership  claimants    rn.:^*^  4.^  Occupation,  and\  r-i-i^.- 
Occupiers^              f  Oh)eo^  to.  XewTUniger      /  ^1**™*' 
Old  Lodgers  j 
and  deliver  copies  thereof  on  payment. 

September  5th. 

Last  day  for  declarations,  either  by  owners  as  to  their  address, 
or  occupiers  or  old  lodgers  as  to  any  of  the  particulars  of  their 
qualification,  to  be  sent  in  to  Clerk  of  the  County  CouncU  in 
Counties  or  the  Town  Council  in  Boroughs. 

Between 
August  2&th 
and 

oepieniner  oin. 

Local  Committees  ought 

(a)  to  examine  and  enquire  into  all  objections  and 
viiiiiiin  iiiiitits  Uj  ^ucir  uupuncnuo  ,  \u)  iaj  iiiurK  aii 
the  new  claim  and  objection  lists  >vith  full  in- 
formation as  to  politics,  and  correctness  or  other- 
wise of  particulars ;  (c)  to  mark  up  on  existing 
ownership  list  and  on  New  Occui^ation  Lists  any 
incorrect  spelling,  printers'  errors,  etc. ;  and  (rf)  send 
all  these  lists  to  the  Di\nsional  Secretary,  or  to 
whoever  will  represent  the  Liberal  Party  in  the 
Revision  Courts. 

Between 
Sept.  8th  and 
Oct.  12th. 

Revision  Courts  held. 

All  the  year 
round. 

All  Liberal  workers  to  enter  in  Memorandum  books  all 
chanf^es  in  occupation  and  o%vner8hip;  and  periodical ly  report 
such  information  to  Committee  meetings. 
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DURATION  OF  PARLIAMENTS  DURING  THE 
QUEEN'S  REIGN. 

1.  — November  15th,  1837 

2.  ~AiigU8t  19th,  1841  

3.  — November  18th,  1847 

4.  — November  4th,  1852 

5.  — April  l8t,  1857   

6.  -May  3l8t,  1859   

7.  -February  Ist,  1866  

8.  -December  10th,  1868 

9.  — March  5th,  1874   

:0.~April  29th,  1880   

11.  — January  12th,  1886 

12.  -Aiign8t  5th,  1886   

13.  -AugU8t  4th,  1892   

11— August  12th,  1895   

15.-December  3rd,  1900 


JJIssol  vcd. 

Duration. 
Yn.  Hths.  Days 

June  23rd,  1841  ... 

3 

7 

9 

July  23rd,  184/ 

5 

11 

5 

July  Ist,  1852 

4 

14 

March  Jst,  1857  ... 

4 

4 

18 

1 

11 

23 

July  6th,  1865 

6 

1 

6 

November  nth,  1868 

2 

9 

11 

January  26th,  1874 

5 

1 

17 

Manih  23rd,  1880  ... 

6 

0 

19 

November  18th,  1885 

5 

6 

20 

January  26th,  1886 

0 

5 

15 

June  28th,  1892  ... 

5 

10 

24 

July  8th,  1895 

2 

11 

5 

September  25th,  1900 

5 

1 

14 

INFORMATION  ABOUT  1901. 


QUARTER  DAYS. 

SeoUh, 


ladyDty  Mar.25 

MUtammer  ...June  24 
llkfaadinaa...Sept.  29 
Chiistmu  Dec.  25 


Oandlemas   Feb.  2 

Whitsuntide.. .May  15 
T^aminaff  .........Aug.  1 

Martinmas  ...Nov.  11 


Ha^f-QuarUr  Day: 
Feb.  8,  May  9.  Aug.  11,  and  Nov.  11. 

LAW  SITTINGS. 

Hflsiy  begins  Jan.  11  ends  Apr.  3 

Apr.16   May24 

June  4   „  Aug.  12 

Oct.  24   „  Dec.  21 

LAW  TERMS. 

Hflaiy  begins  Jan.  11  ends  Jan.  31 

Apr.  16   May  13 

June  4   June  24 

Nov.  2  ,  Nov.  25 


IHnlty 


Trtntiy  


HOLIDAYS  at  PU  BLIC  OFFICES. 

Bank  Holidays  (Bnglx»h).-'QooA  Friday, 
April  5;  Baster  Monday,  April  8;  Whit 
Monday,  May  27  ;  Monday,  August  5 ;  Christ- 
mas Day  and  December  2b. 

Bank  Holidays  (iSfcoee/t).~Jan.  1 ;  April  5 ; 
May  6;  August  5  ;  Dec.  25. 

Bank  Transfer  OfFlces.— Jan.  1 ;  April  6 
and  8:  May  1 ;  May  27  ;  Aug.  5  ;  Nov.  1 ; 
Dec.  25  and  ^6. 

Law  Offices.— April  5,  8,  and  9 ;  May  27 ; 
August  5;  Dec.  25  and  26. 

Inlsmd  Revenue  Offices.— April  5  and  8 ; 
Queen's  Birthday;  May 27  and  28;  Aug.  5; 
Dec.  25  and  26. 

Custom  House,  Docks,  and  Exelse 
Offices.— April  5  and  8;  Queen's  Birthday  ; 


May  27 ;  Aug.  5 ;  Deo.  23  and  '6%. 
Stock  Exchange.  -  Jan.  1 


May  1  and  27 ;  Aug.  5 ; 
nd26. 


April  5  and  8: 
Nov.  1;  Dec.  25 


THE  IMPERIAL  PENNY  POST. 

and  to  any  British  warship  any- 


BsitsdoB. 


O^MOolooy. 

Qmms. 
lUUsDd 


The  postage  to  the  following  places  in  the  British  Bmpire 
vbsre  is  now  Id.  per  ^  os.  :— 

Jamaica. 
Johore. 
Tahnan. 
Lagos. 

Leeward  Islands,  viz. : 
Antigua, 
St.  IQtt's, 
Nevis, 
Dominica, 
Montserrat,  and 
Virgin  Islands. 

Mal^Staytes  (ProtectedX  viz.: 
Selangor, 

Negri-Semhilan,  and 
Fafiang. 

SMuir.  Mitlta. 

QoU  Coast  Odony.  Mauritius. 

HoDgKong.  Natal. 

India  (British).  Newfoundland. 


fiHUshOeotral  Africa. 
Bfeitish  Bsst  Africa. 
MshOoiana, 
tetfah  Hoodnras. 
iHtish  Nosih  Borneo. 


New  Zealand. 

Niger  CkMtst  Protectorate. 

Niger  Territory. 

Orange  Kiver  Uolony. 

St.  Helena. 

Sarawak. 

Seyobelles. 

Sierra  Leone. 

Straits  Settlements. 

Tobago. 

Transvaal. 

Trinidad. 

Turk's  Islands. 

Uganda. 

Windward  Islands,  viz. : 

Grenada. 

St.  Lucia. 

St.  Vincent,  and 

The  Grenadines. 
Zanzibar. 
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WORKS  OF  REFERENCE  FOR  POLITICIANS. 


The  Liberal  Magazi^t^;  Liberal  Publication  Department,  42,  Parliament-  ' 
street,  S.W.  ;  yearly  volume  (bound)  Ss.,  yearly  subscription  (post  free) 


Pamphlets  and  Leaflets  for  1900;  Liberal  Publication  Department,  42, 
Parliament-street,  S.W.  ;  price  2s.  6d.,  post  free  2s.  9d. 

Dod*s  Parliamentary  Campanicyn;  Whitaker  and  Co.,  White  Hart-street, 
E.G. ;  price,  6s!  6d. 

Vacher's  Parliamentary  Companion;  Vacher  and  Sons,  Broad  Sanctuary 
Chambers,  S.W.  ;  price,  6d.  monthly  during  the  Session. 

Sir  T.  Krskine  Maifs  Parliamentary  Practice;  Wm.  Clowes  and  Sons, 
Ltd.,  27,  Fleet-street,  E.C.  ;  price  468. 

Palgrave's  Chairman's  Hand-hook;  Sampson  Low,  Marston  and  Co.,  Ltd., 
St.  Dunstan's  House,  Fetter-lane,  E.C.  ;  price  2s. 

Bailey^s  Index  to  the  *^  Times " ;  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,   East  Harding- 
street,  E.C.  ;  price,  42s.  annually ;  monthly  parts,  3s.  each. 

CoufUy  CanncHs,  Municipal  Corporations,  and  Loecd  Authotnties  Companion ; 
KeDy's  Directories,  Ltd.,  182,  High  Holborn,  W.C.  :  price,  lOs.  6d. 

Whitaker' s  Almanack/  J.  Whitaker  and  Sons,  12,  Warwick-lane,    E.C.  : 
price,  paper.  Is. ;  enlarged  edition,  2s.  6d. ,  half  bound. 

HazeWs  Annual;  Hazell,  Watson  and  Viney,  Ltd.,  1,  Creed-lane,  E.C. ; 
price,  38.  6d. 

WJio's  Who,  1901 ;  A.  and  C.  Black,  Soho-square,  W.  ;  price,  5s.  net. 

Whitaker*s  Titled  Perstyns;  J.  Whitaker  and  Sons,  12,  Warwick-lane,  E.C.  ; 
price,  2s.  6d. 

Philip* s  Handy  Atlas  of  the  Cott/iUies  of  England ;  George  Philip  and  Son, 
32,  Fleet  street,  E.C.  ;  price,  5s. 

FinancicU  Beform  Almanack;  Financial  Reform  Association,  18,  Hackins 
Hey,  Liverpool ;  price,  Is. 

London  Manual ;  12,  Salisbury-square,  E.C.  ;  price,  paper.  Is.  cloth.  Is.  6d. 

Parliam^^ntary  Debates ;  Wyman  and  Sons,  Fetter-lane,  London,  ;  price,  Is. 
per  daily  part,  or  Sessional  subscription  5  guineas. 

Bosses  Parliamentary  Record;  Charles  Good  and  Co.,  11,  Burleigh-street, 
Strand,  W.C.  ;  annual  subscription  30s. 

The  Public  General  Acts ;  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode,  East  Harding-street,  E.C. 
price  3s.  per  annual  volume. 

Index  to  Periodicals;    Review  of  Reviews,"  125,  Fleet-street,  EC;  price 
lOs.  nett,  poet  free  per  annual  volume. 


5s. 


Vol.  VIII. 


Diary     the  Month. 
^Mn't  Speech. 

Sate*  MoA  Flipires  . 


FEBRUARY,  1900. 


Na  77. 


TABLB  OP  CONTBNTS: 


T 


PAOK 

..  1 
..  2 

8 

..  10 
..  11 


Points  from  the  Papers   23 

Points  from  Sjpeechee   32 

Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns  . . .'.  33 

Answers  to  Oorrespondents '   40 

The  Magazines  for  January   44 


ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


With  the  current  issue  of  the  Magazine  a  new  volume  is  be^un. 
During  the  coming  year  we  hope  not  only  to  maintain,  but  to  incr<ease 
the  usefulness  of  the  publication,  and  we  trust  our  friends  will  aid  us 
in  making  the  Magazine  as  widely  known  as  possible.  There  must  be 
many  Liberals  who  do  not  at  present  subscribe  to  the  Magazine;  and 
we  rely  upon  the  co-operation  of  those  who  already  subscribe  in 
making  it  known  to  their  friends. 

The  seventh  bound  volume  of  the  Magazine  is  now  ready  and  ma'y 
be  had  for  58.  6d.  post  free.  All  back  volumes  (including  the  first) 
can  also  be  supplied  at  the  same  price,  and  the  set  of  seven  vol  times 
will  be  forwarded  for  £A  IGs.  Od.  carriage  paid. 

The  bound  volume  of  Pamphlets  and  Leaflet  <  for  1 899  can  be  supplied 
for  Is.  9d.  post  free.  A  few  copies  of  the  volume  for  IS98  are  still  in 
stock,  and  can  be  had  for  Is.  9d.  each  post  free. 

Daring  last  month  the  Department  issued  the  following  leaflets: — 
No.  1824,  "The  Children  who  Work,"  4  pp.,  price  4s.  6d.  per  1,000; 
Ka  1825.  "Don't  Mention  It,"  1  page,  price  2s.  per  1,000;  No. 
1826,  "Mr  Asquith  on  Liberalism,"  4  pp,  price  48.  6d.  per  1,000. 
Copies  of  these  leaflets  will  be  sent,  on  receipt  of  stamp  for  postage, 
bj  the  JJihenX  Publication  Department  42  Parliament  Street,  S.W. 
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THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 


(1)  Lard  Charles  Beresford  on  Naval  and  Military  AdministrattoD. 

He  had  seen  it  suggested  that  a  great  soldier  or  great  sailor  should 
be  at  the  head  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  but  he  should  object  to  that. 
The  governing  power  in  this  country  was,  and  must  remain,  in  Parliament ; 
and,  as  a  rule,  soldiers  and  sailors  were  not  trained  for  Parliamentary  life. 
In  discusaing  certain  objections  which  had  been  raised  to  his  scheme^  he 
stated  that  one  would  be  that  under  the  existing  system  the  Navy  IumI 
been  put  all  right.  He  utterly  denied  this.  It  was  the  people  who  insisted 
an  the  Navy  being  put  right  when  they  knew  the  case.  The  Navy  had 
not  been  called  upon,  but  when  it  was  he  believed  that  it  would  be  very 
well  able  to  hold  the  honour  and  safety  of  the  country  against  any  possible 
combinations.  As,  however,  he  had  said,  the  Navy  still  reciuired  many 
things.  After  the  war  was  over  the  people  must  insist  on  having  a  proper, 
business-like  system  of  administration  with  both  services  ;  and  he  strongly 
urged  them  not  to  be  put  off  with  a  Royal  Commission.  There  Was  no 
necessity  to  alter  our  voluntary  system,  and  he  would  oppose  oonscription 
as  long  as  he  could.  We  had  all  we  wanted  in  the  patriotism  of  onr 
people. 

fS)  Mr.  Brodrick  on  the  War. 

"  Now,  it  had  been  said  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  and  he  asserted 
it  again,  ihat  the  Government  had  not  inteif ered  with  the  generals  in  any 
•respect  in  regard  to  the  operations  which  they  had  thought  it  necessary  to 
cany  out.  They  had  haa  a  completely  free  hand,  and  they  had  been  left 
.unfettered  by  orders  from  home.  The  people  in  this  country  and  the  Prei« 
had  had  the  generosity,  which  had  been  rare  in  the  past  histor^rof  military 
operations,  to  abstain  almost  unanimously  from  calling  in  question  the  con- 
duct of  the  generals  who  were  actually  engaged  in  the  field.  If  that 
reticence  was  necessary  on  the  part  of  individuals  it  must  be  a  great  deal 
more  binding  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  Government.  At  present  the 
Government  must  be  necessarily  debarred  from  an  effective  field  of  reply. 
Tliey  must  in  fact  reply  without  intrenching  on  the  forbidden  grouna  of 
what  involved  those  wno  were  at  this  moment  risking  their  lives  in  the 
country's  service.  He  could  not  help  hoping  in  fairness  that,  until  the 
whole  tale  could  be  told  and  the  whole  of  these  operations  could  be  looked 
at  as  a  whole,  people  would  reserve  their  final  judgment,  and  would  wait 
to  know  what  nad  been  done  on  their  behalf  before  they  proceeded  to 
pronounce  their  censure  on  the  (Government." 

(3)  Mr.  Bitchie  on  the  Electric  Lighting  Companies. 

"  The  Board  of  Trade  issued  regulations,  and  they  were  binding  ufion 
the  company.  Their  regulations  required  the  company  to  maintain  a  con- 
stant supply.  In  case  of  default  they  were  liable  to  penalties  unless  it 
were  shown  that  default  was  caused  oy  inevitable  accident  or  by  force 
majeure  So  that  any  aggrieved  person  might  take  action,  and  action  had 
been  taken  by  summons,  and  the  magistrate  allowed  the  penalties  to  hang 
over  the  heads  of  the  company  for  reasons  stated  in  his  decision.  Those 
penalties,  he  presumed,  would  come  up  again,  and  although  it  was  very 
little  satisfaction  to  those  who  suffered  that  the  company  should  be  fined, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  would  have,  he  hoped,  some  effect  upon  the  company 
in  inducing  them  to  perform  their  duty,  and  provide  adequately  for  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  He  had  said  that  the  Board  of  Trade  had  really 
no  power  to  compel.  The  only  power  was  that  of  summoning  before  a 
magistrate  and  getting  the  company  mulcted  in  penalties.  The  only  real 
remedy  for  defaults  of  that  kind,  both  with  regard  to  quality,  with  regard 
to  Bufnciency,  and  with  regard  to  price,  was  competition.** 
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THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 

1900. 

Jan.   1. — Mr  Frederic  Harrison's   Annual  Address  to  the 
Positivist  Society. 

„  5.— The  Prince  of  Wales  at  the  Imperial  Institute,  at 

the  Opening  of  English  Bdacational  Exhibition. 

„  8.— Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester  on  the  War.  (Seepage  16.) 
M    9. — Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester  on  the  War. 

(1)  Lord  Charles  Beresford  at  the  Trocadero  Res- 
taurant (London  Chamber  of  Commerce  Dinner) 
on  Military  and  Naval  Administration. 

ISiners'  Federation  Annual  Conference  at  CardiiSl 
«  10.— Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester  on  the  War. 

Mr.  Asquith  at  Edinburj^h  on  Liberalism.  {See  page  2L) 

„  11.— (2)  Mr.  Brodrick  in  East  Marylebone  on  the  War. 

«   17. — Deputation  of  Residents  to  (3)  Mr.  Ritchie  on  Eleetric 
Lighting  in  Marylebone. 

^  18.— Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  at  Blackpool  on  the  War. 

(Seepage  15.) 

Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birminfcham  on  the  New  Bir- 
mingham University. 

19  — Deputation  of  Ritualists  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  at  Belfast  on  the  Agriculture  !a^d 
Technical  Instruction  (Ireland)  Act. 

„  20.— Death  of  Mr.  John  Ruskin. 
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(1)  Lord  Bosebery  od  the  War— and  after. 

But,  without  taking  as  a  model  Germany  or  any  other  country,  I 
believe,  if  we  wish  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  lessons  of  ihis  war  after 
it  is  concluded,  we  must  become  more  scientific  in  our  methods  in  com- 
merce, in  education,  and  in  war.  We  are  not  methodical,  we  are  not 
scientific,  we  are  not  abreast  'of  the  more  advanced  nations  of  the  day  ; 
and  if  we  want  to  keep  our  place  we  shall  have  to  consider  the  leesoiis  we 

■  have  been  taught  in  this  respect.  Depend  upon  it,  however  brilliant  yon 
may  be,  the  tortoise  of  investigation,  method,  and  preparation  will  always 
catch  up  and  overtake  the  hare,  which  leaves  everything  to  the  inspiration 
and  efibrt  of  the  moment.  Great  as  the  task  before  us  in  the  field  is  at 
thifi  moment,  the  task  that  remains  for  us  after  this  war  is  completed  is 
the  ^p^test  task  that  ever  laj  before  a  nation.  You  will  have,  when  this 
war  IS  over,  to  put  your  Empire  on  a  business  footing.  We  must  have  no 
more  discussions  as  to  the  way  in  which  one  thing  has  happened  to  go 
wrong  or  has  bapi)ened  to  go  right.  We  must  consider,  aeliberate1y» 
pttiently,  and  scientifically,  the  methods  by  which  we  have  been  aocastomed 
to  proceed,  and  see  in  what  way  they  have  fallen  short,  and  determine  to 
reconsider  and  revise  them.  I  believe  that  is  a  task  which  will  occupy  thi» 
Government,  and  perhaps  many  Governments,  before  you  will  see  your 
Empire  as  it  should  be.   That  task  will  have  to  be  faced,  but,  of  course, 

'before  that  comes  we  have  another  task  before  us  which  is  great  indeed. 
We  bave  not  finished  the  war.  We  have  first  to  take  in  hand  the  bringing^ 
cf  it  to  a  triumphant  conclusion.  We  have,  secondly,  when  that  war  ia 
completed,  to  brace  ourselves  for  the  settlement  ^of  the  dominions  and 
territories  which  it  has  ravaged,  and  to  take  care  that  that  settlement 

.  jshall  make  it  safe  from  any  similar  experience ;  and  when  that  is  done  you 

•  irill,  as  i  honestly  and  conscientiously  believe,  have  to  set  youreelveA  to 
the  third  function,  and  the  most  important  of  all — that  of  setting  your 
Empire  on  a  business  footing.*' 


m  Mr.  Conrtney  on  the  Wan 

"  If  we  could  get  that  demonstration  of  military  power  which  was  now 
th^  first  jiecessity  of  peace,  if  we  could  get  the  forts  demolished  ^d  tbe 
armaments  of  the  Boers  reduced  to  the  natural  scale,  with  a  repetition  of 
Uie  offer  of  the  five  years*  franchise,  it  would  be  wise  in  us  not  to  attempt 
.  to  upset  the  existing  political  independence  of  the  States,  but  to  let  them 
'  '  recover  their  position.    We  must  either  grant  independenoe  wi6h  these 
limitations,  and  perhaps  the  rearrangement  of  the  frontier  to  make  a 
•  separate  province  out  of  the  portion  of  the  coimtry  inhabited  by  the 
Uitlanders,  or  we  most  face  the  experiment  of  keeping  these  people 
•  ■  Ndowh  hy  force— a  system  which  England  would  never  endure.*'  , 

(8)  Mr.  Jolm  Morley  on  the  War. 

**rrhis  is  a  charge— I  do  not  make  it  as  a  party  mau— that  want  of 
decent  foresight  and  decent  information  led  tliem  to  stumble — it  is  a 
dreadful  expression,  but  it  is  a  true  one— led  them  to  stumble  into  a  war 
In  the  dark.  It  is  no  ground  of  attack  with  me,  it  never  has  been,  and 
;  never  will  be,  against  the  Government  that  they  made  inauificient  war 
preparations.  The  ground  of  my  condenmation  is  this — that,  naving 
determined  wiseljr  to  go  to  work  by  gradual  and  paciHc  means,  they  allowed 
tliemselves  to  drift,  or  to  be  dragged  by  what  force  I  know  not,  into  a 
policy  which  made  war  certain.  Having  elected,  as  Mr.  Balfour  admits, 
to  treat  war  as  improbable,  having  made  up  their  minds— this  b  remark- 
able, recollect — not  to  ask  Parliament  for  the  means  of  preparing  for  war, 
they  then  proceeded  with  that  policy  to  use  language  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  to  write  and  receive  despatches  which  meant  war,  or  meant 
nothing.    I  will  not  go  back  upon  the  famous  hour-glass.    Lord  Salisbury 
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Jan.  23.— (1)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Chatham  on  tho  War. 
(2)  Mr.  Courtney  at  Liskeard  on  the  War. 

„  24.— (3)  Mr.  John  Morley  at  Forfar  on  the  War. 

Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Halifax  on  the  War. 

„  25.— Mr.  St  John  Brodrick  at  Newark  on  the  War. 

Lord  Rosebery  in  Edinburgh  at  the  Scottish 
Liberal  Club. 

26. — Deputation  of  the  Agricultural  Education  Com- 
mittee to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  the 
Education  Department  ^ 

„  27. — Mr.  Jesse  CoUings  and  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  at 
Birmingham  on  the  War. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  at  Bedford  on  the  War. 

Deputation  of  Trade  Unionists  at  Lambeth  to  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  on  Old -Age 
Pensions. 


on  Jaly  28th  made  a  speech  more  menacing  than  any  language  used  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  when  Mr.  Balfour  says  that  the  Government  never 
used  menaces,  I  think  his  memoi^  betrays  him.  Lord  Salisbury's  speech 
is  one  of  those  speeches  which,  if  applind  to  a  great  Power,  would  have 
meant  that  the  AmbsHsador  would  asK  for  his  passports,  and  all  Europe 
would  have  known  that  we  were  clearing  the  decks  for  war.  I  want,  if  I  can, 
to  get  at  the  hack  of  the  whole  of  this  unfortunate  business.  I  admit  that  the 
Government  were  misinformed.  I  would  say  they  were  the  dupes.  I  say 
that  cannot  be  denied  if,  as  Mr.  Balfour  said,  they  had  the  mass  of 
instructed  opinion  in  South  Africa.  If  there  is  one  man  in  South  Africa 
whose  jad|;nnent  might  be  relied  upon  it  is  that  of  Mr.  Rhodes.  I  want  to 
show  how  the  Government  and  we  have  been  duped.  Mr.  Rhodes  made  a 
speech  on  August  14th.  This  is  his  language.  He  said  : — *  There  was 
not  the  slightest  chance  of  war.  Kmeer  must  give  waj  as  he  did  on  the 
last  occasion.  He  {Mr.  Rhodes)  woula  leave  the  question  now,  because  it 
was  only  the  temporary  trouble  in  Soutli  Africa.'  Upon  another  occasion 
Mr.  Rhodes  saia:— *The  armed  strength  of  the  Boers  is  the  greatest 
unpricked  bubble  in  the  world.  Kruger  will  bluster  and  bluff  and  bully, 
bat  it  will  take  a  great  deal  to  make  him  fight.'  That  was  the  man  whom 
the  Government  chose  as  the  most  instructed  voice  in  South  Africa.  There 
were  other  voices.  There  was  the  voice  of  her  Majesty's  Minister  in 
the  Cape  Colony,  who  said  the  exact  opposite,  who  warned  the  Government 
that  they  were  on  a  dangerous  track.  But  the  Government  and  the  High 
Commissioner  tamed  the  deaf  ear  of  a  headstrong,  presumptuous 
ineredolity." 
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(1)  Mr.  Brodrick  on  the  War. 

*•  If  mistakes  had  been  made,  they  were  not  dne  to  apathy  or  light- 
lieartedness.  There  might  have  been  mistakes  of  the  head ;  there  had  not 
been  mistakes  of  the  heart.  If  miscalculations  had  been  made,  they  had 
been  due  to  the  Government's  being  itself  deceived.  It  had  been  alleged 
that  from  motives  of  policy  the  generals  had  been  controlled  in  their 
operations  in  the  field.  He  repeated,  what  other  members  of  the  Govern- 
ment had  already  solemnly  averred,  that  the  gjnerals  had  had  an  absolutely 
free  hand.  It  had  also  been  said  that  the  number  of  troops  sent  out  liad 
been  from  the  first  insufficient.  To  that  he  replied  that  the  number  of 
troops  sent  out  at  the  beginning,  and  the  reinforcements  which  had  succes- 
sively followed  tltem,  had  been  solely  dictated  by  military  advice,  and  had 
not  been  stinted,  controlled,  or  in  any  way  frustrated  by  motives  either  of 
economy  or  policy.  Complaints  hai  also  been  made  that  the  proportion  of 
the  arms  sent  out  had  not  be3n  satisfactory ;  that  there  had  been  too  few 
cavalry ;  and  that  our  troops  had  baen  deficient  in  artillery.  Bat  in  every 
single  case  military  and  not  civilian  ad vris3rs  had  determined  the  proportion 
of  the  arms  sent  out,  and  the  aucsession  of  them,  according  to  military 
requirements.*' 

(2)  Lord  Bosebery  on  the  War. 

**  We  have  a  right  to  know,  and  though  we  cannot  enforce  it  by  any 
vote— if  the  men  in  the  street  of  whom  we  hear  co  much  had  seats  m  this 
House  it  would  be  carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority— we  have  a  right 
to  know  whether  there  was  adequate  information  given  to  the  Government 
before  the  crisis  in  the  Transvaal  appeared ;  or  whether  even  there  was 
sufficient  information  to  guide  them  in  their  diplomacy  and  n^otiations. 
That  is  the  point  which  the  nation  will  insist  upon  knowing,  whether 
in  this  House  or  the  other.  If  you  had  not  sufficient  information,  dismiss 
your  Intelligence  Department,  dismiss  Mr.  Conynghame  Greene  and  yonr 
Consular  Agents  wherever  they  exist  and  had  touch  with  this  matter,  at 
Lorenzo  Marques  and  elsewhere.  If  you  did  know  of  it  you  have  a  heavy 
responsibility  to  face.  ...  I  agree  with  him  {Lord  SicUiaburv)  in  say^- 
ing  that  the  country  will  carry  this  thin^  through.  It  will  carry  it 
through,  in  spite  of  all  the  impediments,  Doth  of  men  and  of  methods, 
which  have  shackled  it  in  the  past.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  it  will  have 
to  be  inspired  by  a  loftier  tone  and  by  a  truer  patriotism  than  we  have 
heard  from  the  Prime  Minister  to-night." 

(3)  Sir  H.  Gampbell-Bannerman  on  the  War. 

"I  wish  to  keep  on  common  ground  as  long  as  possible  between 
the  two  sides  of  the  House,  and  for  a  moment  more  I  am  able  to  do 
so.  I  repeat,  on  my  own  behalf  and  on  behalf  of  those  for  whom  I  am 
entitled  to  speak,  our  readiness  to  support  the  prosecution  of  this  war  with 
vigour  and  with  unstinted  means,  in  order  that  as  rapidly  as  possible  the 
integrity  of  the  Queen's  dominions  may  be  vindicated  and  a  successjpol 
issue  attained.  For  that  purpose  I  imagine  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
obtaining  the  additional  supplies  that  may  prove  to  be  necessary.  But 
here,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  my  agreement  with  her  Majesty's  Government 
oeases.  When  I  look  to  the  circumstances  antecedent  to  tne  war,  when  I 
.  oonsider  the  conception  that  her  Majesty's  Government  appear  to  have 
formed  from  their  very  first  accession  to  omce  of  the  proper  spirit  in  which 
to  approach  this  great  South  African  problem,  when  I  contemplate  the 
tone  and  temper  with  which  they  conducted  their  relations,  not  only  with 
the  Transvaal  Republic,  but  with  our  Dutch  fellow-subiects  at  the  Cape, 
and  when,  further,  I  see  the  evidence  now  before  us  of  the  narrowness  of 
their  prevision  of  the  military  requirements  arising  out  of  hostilities — hos- 
.  tilities  which  their  policy  made  possible,  and  which  their  mode  of  furthering 
their  |>olicy  made  probable,  then.I  am  constrained  to  open  oondemaation 
of  their  administration  of  afTaim." 
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Jan.  27.— (1)  Mr.  St  John  Brodrick  at  Shere  on  the  War. 

M  29.— Lord  Carrington  at  Maidstone  on  the  War. 

„  30.— Opening  of  the  Parliamentary  Session.  House  of 
Lords.  The  Queen's  Speech.  {See  page  8.) 
Address  moved  and  seconded  by  the  Duke  of 
Somerset  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftesbury. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Kimberley,  Lord  Salisbury, 

(2)  Lord  Rosebery,  and  Lord  Lansdowne. 
House  of  Commons.    Sessional  Order  prohibiting  Peers 

from  taking  part  in  Parliamentary  Elections 
carried  by  337  to  101  (majority  236). 

Address  moved  and  seconded  by  Captain  Prety- 
man  and  Mr.  H.  Pike  Pease.    Speeches  by 

(3)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  and  (4) 
Mr.  Balfour. 

Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice's  amendment  deploring 
"the  want  of  knowledge,  foresight,  and  judg- 
ment displayed  by  Her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
alike  in  their  conduct  of  South  African  affairs 
since  1895,  and  in  the  preparations  for  the  war 
now  proceeding." 

.,  31.— House  of  Commons.  The  Address.  Lord  E.  Fitz- 
maurice's  amendment  discussed.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  (5)  Sir  Robert  Reid, 
and  Mr.  Brodrick. 


(4)  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  War. 

•*Let  me  tell  the  House  what  the  plan  of  the  Government  was  in 
regard  to  the  war.  We  believed,  as  we  have  said  here  and  elsewhere,  that 
war  was  improbable.  But  we  also  believed  that  war  was  possible,  and  that 
possibility  was  a  contingency  against  which  it  was  our  business  to  provide. 
We  held  that  there  were  great  diplomatic  advantages  in  not,  in  Au^^st, 
cominjir  down  to  this  House  and  asking  for  a  great  vote  in  view  of  the 
posflibuity  of  immediate  hostilities  in  the  Transvaal.  .  .  .  Just  as  our  field 
force  was  much  more  than  adequate  to  meet  any  necessity  that  military 
men  thought  would  come  upon  us,  so  the  defensive  force  we  sent  out  to 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal  was  largely  in  excess  of  what  we  were  told  was 
necessary  to  carry  out  our  policy." 

(3)  Sir  Bobert  Beid  on  the  Raid  Inquiry. 

**  I  helieve  that  every  Dutchman  in  South  Africa^  and  a  very  large 
namber  of  persons  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  whether  they  are  nght  or 
wron^^  believe  that  that  raid  was  organised  with  the  complicity  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  Now  we  are  not  entitled  to  accept  suspicion  for  nroof, 
nor  are  we  entitled  to  accuse  where  our  duty  really  is  to  inquire  ;  out  it 
cannot  be  forgotten  that  this  raid,  this  dbgraceful  raid,  was  followed  by 
an  inquiry  by  a  Committee  of  this  House  which  I  say  in  the  face  of  this 
House  was  a  scandal,  dishonouring  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  dis- 
honouring to  the  country.  .  .  .  Speaking  for  myself,  I  do  believe  tliat 
it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  now  to  take  up  the  broken  thread  of  that 
inquiry,  and  having  regard  to  the  general  discredit  which  I  am  sorry  to  say 
has  been  created  by  these  incidents  on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  as  well  as 
here,  to  pursue  that  inquiry  to  its  close." 
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[Fetumary,  1900. 


THE  QUEEN'S  SPEECH. 


(January  30th,  1900,) 


Mt  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  peace  which  had  recently  been  broken  in  South  Africa 
when  last  I  addressed  you  has  unhappily  not  been  restored;  but 
otherwise  my  relations  with  other  States  are  friendly. 

In  resisting  the  invasion  of  my  South  African  Colonies  by  the 
South  African  Republic  and  by  the  Orange  Free  State  my  people  have 
responded  with  devotion  and  enthusiasm  to  the  appeal  which  I  have 
made  to  them  ;  and  the  heroism  of  my  soldiers  in  the  field,  and  of  my 
sailors  and  marines  who  were  landed  to  co-operate  with  them,  has  not 
fallen  short  of  the  noblest  traditions  of  our  military  history.  I  am 
deeply  grieved  that  so  many  valuable  lives  should  have  fallen  a 
sacrifice.  But  I  have  witnessed  with  pride  and  with  the  heartiest 
gratification  the  patriotic  eagerness  and  spontaneous  loyalty  with 
which  my  subjects  in  all  parts  of  my  dominions  have  come  forward  to 
share  in  the  common  defence  of  their  Imperial  interests.  I  am  confi- 
dent that  I  shall  not  look  to  them  in  vain  when  I  exhort  them  to 
sustain  and  renew  their  exertions  until  they  have  brought  this  struggle 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  Empire  and  the  assertion  of  its  supremacy 
in  South  Africa  to  a  victorious  conclusion. 

A  Treaty  has  been  concluded  with  the  German  Emperor  for  the 
adjustment  of  rights  claimed  by  the  two  countries  in  Samoa,  Tonga, 
and  other  Islands  in  the  Pacific.  To  a  portion  of  these  stipulations 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  also  been  a  party. 

A  Bill  will  be  introduced  at  an  early  date  to  give  effect  to  the 
scheme  of  Federation  which  has  been  adopted  after  the  most  careful 
consideration  by  five  of  my  Australian  Colonies.  I  have  watched  with 
cordial  satisfaction  the  gradual  development  of  my  greater  Colonies 
into  self-governing  communities.  I  feel  confident  that  the  establish- 
ment of  the  great  federation  of  Australia  will  prove  advantageous, 
not  only  to  the  Colonies  immediately  concerned,  but  also  to  the 
Empire  at  large. 

The  brilliant  courage  and  soldier-like  qualities  of  the  Colonial 
Forces  engaged  in  South  Africa  have  already  earned  high  admiration. 
Patriotic  offers  of  assistance,  which  it  was  not  possible  to  accept,  have 
come  from  many  other  Colonies  with  populations  of  various  races. 

I  have  received  from  the  Ruling  Chiefs  of  Native  States  in  India 
numerous  offers  to  place  their  troops  and  the  resources  of  their  States 
at  my  disposal  for  service  in  South  Africa.  These  proofs  of  their 
loyalty  to  myself  and  of  their  devotion  to  the  cause  of  my  Empire  have 
afforded  me  much  gratification. 
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I  r^ret  that,  owing  to  insufficient  rainfall  in  the  autumn  over  a 
great  part  of  Western  and  Central  India,  the  harvests  and  pasturage 
hare  &iled  to  such  an  extent  as  to  create  a  famine.  Timely  measures 
have  been  taken  by  my  Government,  and  by  the  Rulers  of  the  Native 
States  affected,  to  relieve  suffering  and  to  prevent  starvation. 

I  regret  to  add  that  the  epidemic  of  plague  continues,  and  that 
although  its  severity  has  not  increased  since  last  year,  there  is  at  pro- 
sent  no  prospect  of  its  diminution. 

Obntlemkn  op  the  House  op  Commons, 

The  Estimates  for  the  Public  Service  of  the  year  will  be  laid 
before  you.  The  provision  for  military  expenditure  must  be  largely 
increased  on  account  of  the  charge  for  military  operations  in  South 
Africa. 

The  experience  of  a  great  war  must  necessarily  afford  lessons  of  the 
greatest  importance  to  the  military  administrations  of  the  country. 
Yon  will  not,  I  am  convinced,  shrink  from  any  outlay  that  may  be 
required  to  place  our  defensive  preparations  on  a  level  with  the 
responsibilities  which  the  possession  of  so  great  an  Empire  has  laid 
upon  us. 

At  a  time  when  several  other  nations  are  perfecting  their  naval 
preparations  at  the  cost  of  increasing  efforts  and  sacrifices,  the 
Bolicitade  with  which  you  have  provided  for  the  efficiency  of  our  navy 
and  of  our  coast  defences  will  assuredly  not  be  relaxed. 

Mt  Lords  and  Qentlemen, 

The  time  is  not  propitious  for  any  domestic  reforms  which 
involve  a  large  expenditure. 

Proposals,  however,  will  be  made  to  you  for  several  important 
changes  which  are  not  open  to  this  objection.  Amendments  are 
required  in  the  laws  which  govern  Limited  Liability  Companies,  and 
in  those  which  relate  to  Agricultural  Tenancies.  Measures  for  amend- 
ing the  law  of  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  and  in  regard  to  Education 
in  Scotland  and  for  the  relief  of  Tithe  Rentpayers  in  Ireland  will  also 
be  laid  before  you.  Your  attention  will  also  be  invited  to  proposals 
for  better  enabling  local  authorities  to  aid  Secondary  and  Technical 
Education  in  England  and  Wales ;  for  controlling  the  contracts  of 
money-lenders  ;  for  the  amendment  of  the  Factory  Law,  of  the  Law  of 
Lunacy,  and  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 

The  labours  of  the  Commission  appointed  by  me  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  and  causes  of  accidents  to  railway  servants  are  now  completed. 
A  Bill,  framed  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  number  of  such 
accidents,  will  be  laid  before  you. 

It  appears  that  service  in  South  Africa  may  have  the  effect  of 
disfranchising  those  who  are  taking  part  in  it.  You  will  be  asked 
to  sanction  a  measure  by  which  this  injustice  will  be  prevented. 

I  commend  your  deliberations  in  this  anxious  time  to  the  blessing 
and  guidance  of  Almighty  Qod. 


Digitized  by 


10 


THB  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


[February,  1900. 


MR.  SCHNADHOEST. 


By  the  death  of  Mr.  Schnadhorst  on  January  2nd,  many  of  our 
readers  lose  an  old  friend.  There  are  probably  few  active  Liberals 
throughout  the  country  who  during  the  last  thirty  years  have  not, 
directly  or  indirectly,  been  brought  into  some  sort  of  touch  with  Mr. 
Schnadhorst,  and  to  them  his  death  will  revive  memories  of  many  an 
old  fight,  and  much  strenuous  labour  in  the  field  of  public  work  with 
which  this  Mtxgazine  is  concerned. 

Mr.  Schnadhorst  commenced  his  active  participation  in  politics  in 
1867,  when  he  first  took  part  in  Birmingham  electioneering.  In  1870 
he  became  connected  with  the  Central  Nonconformist  Committee,  and 
for  several  years  devoted  himself  to  Educational  Reform.  In  1873  he  was 
appointed  Secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Liberal  Association,  and  from 
then  until  1877  he  was  engaged  in  visiting  the  populous  centres  of  the 
country,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Birmingham  organisation 
which  in  practice  had  shown  itself  so  effective.  All  over  the  kingdom, 
Liberal  Associations,  established  on  the  Birmingham  plan,  sprang  into 
existence,  and  in  1877  was  formed  the  National  Liberal  Federation,  a 
national  union  of  these  popularly-elected  local  bodies.  Mr.  Schnadhorst 
became  Secretary  of  the  new  Federation,  an  office  which  he  held  for 
sixteen  years.  In  1886,  on  the  invitation  of  the  Leaders  and  Whips 
of  the  Party,  Mr.  Schnadhorst  added  to  his  other  duties  the  work 
of  Honorary  Secretary  to  the  Liberal  Central  Association.  In 
1893  he  resigned  the  Secretaryship  of  the  National  Liberal 
Federation,  and  was  elected  Chairman  of  its  General  Committee. 
He  only  held  this  office  for  little  more  than  a  year,  by  which 
time  his  health  was  such  that  ho  was  compelled  to  retire 
from  all  public  work.  ' 

It  is  proper  that  the  main  facts  respecting  Mr.  Schnadhorst's 
career  should  be  put  on  record  in  this  place.  He  was  con- 
•cerned  with  the  formation  of  the  Liberal  Publication  Department, 
and  was  greatly  interested  in  the  establishment  of  the  LiberoU 
Magazine.  An  earnest  and  devoted  Liberal  by  conviction,  he  gave  his 
life  to  the  work  he  took  up,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  his 
breakdown  in  health,  and  his  death  at  the  early  age  of  fifty-four,  are 
mainly  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  unsparing  way  in  which  he 
performed  his  duties.  If  it  were  true  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
gratitude  in  politics,  Mr.  Schnadhorst  would,  at  any  rate,  be  the 
exception  to  the  rule.  All  through  his  career  he  commanded  the 
confidence  of  those  with  whom  he  worked,  and  on  more  than  one 
occasion  the  Party  came  forward  and  paid  him  marked  and  sub- 
stantial honour.  Throughout  the  country  the  tidings  of  his  death 
have  produced  manifestations  of  the  great  respect  in  which  he  was 
held.  To  that  general  tribute,  those  who  are  responsible  for  the 
conduct  of  the  Liberal  Magazine  and  the  Liberal  Publication  Depart- 
ment warmly  and  respectfully  add  their  share. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


The  Session  is  bound  in  the  nature  of  things 
The  Sessional      to  be  a  war  Session ;  and  the  Queen's  Speech, 
Programme.        as  was  expected,  provides  a  very  meagre  bill  of 
fare.   Here  is  a  list  of  the  measures  promised  : — . 

1.  Australasian  Federation. 

2.  Companies'  Law  (1896,  1897,  1898,  1899). 

3.  Agricultural  Holdings  (1897,  1898,  1899). 

4.  E^lesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland). 

5.  Education  (Scotland). 

6.  Tithe  Rent  Charge  (Ireland). 

7.  Secondary  and  Technical  Education  (England  and  Wales). 

8.  Money-lenders  (1899). 

9.  Factory  Acts  Amendment  (1899). 

10.  Lunacy. 

11.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

Hie  years  in  brackets  refer  to  previous  Queen's  Speeches. 

Once  again  the  question  arises — how  far  will  this  Programme,  as- 
smning  it  is  carried  into  law,  redeem  the  Tory  Programme  put  forward 
at  the  General  Election  ?  In  the  first  place  we  take  Mr.  Balfour's 
East  3iaQchester  Programme,  as  indicated  in  his  poll-card  sent  with 
his  election  address  to  every  one  of  his  constituents.  Here  it  is — the 
italics  indicating  that  legislation  has  either  been  passed  or  is  promised 
for  this  Session  : — 

1.  The  Referendum. 

2.  Poor  Law  Reform  (a)  by  the  classi6cation  of  Paupers  ;  and  (6) 

Old- Age  Pensions. 

3.  Employers^  Liability  toith    Universal   Compensation  /or  all 

Accidents,  (This  promise  was  half — but  only  half — redeemed 
by  the  Compensation  Act.) 

4.  The  Imprxwement  of  the  Dwellings  of  the  Poor, 

5.  The  Extension  of  Small  Holdings. 

6.  The  Exclusion  of  Pauper  Aliens. 

7.  Poor-Law  and  School   Board  Rates  to  be  charges  on  the 

Imperial  Exchequer. 

8.  Registration  Reform,  with  a  Redistribution  of  Seats,  so  as  to 

secure  **  One  Vote,  One  Value." 

9.  Facilities   to  enable    Working-men    to  Purchase  their  oton 

Dtoellings. 

10.  Scotland  :   (a)   Public  Works  on  the  West  Coast ;  {b)  the 

Local  Management  of  PrivOrte  Bill  Legislation, 

11.  Ireland  :  (a)  Local  Government ;  (6)  Public  Works. 

Kot  very  much  progress  here  at  all  events.  Nor  does  the  famous 
Social  Programme  fare  any  better.  This  is  how  the  account  stands 
here:— 
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1.  — Improvement  of 
the  houses  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  Purchase 
of  their  houses  by  arti- 
sans on  &vourable 
terms,  giving  them  the 
same  advantages  as 
Irish  tenants  enjoy. 

2.  — Powers  given  to 
'  the  Government  to  deal 

with  alien  immigration. 


3.  — Old- Age  Pensions. 

4.  — Shorter  hours  in 
shops. 

5.  — Compensation  to 
workers  for  every 
injury  they  suffer, 
whether  caused  by  neg- 
ligence or  not. 

6.  — An  experimental 
eight  hours  day  in  the 
mining  industry. 

7.  — Temperance  re- 
form. 


1. — A  Bill  promised  this  year  to  deal  with 
first  part.  An  Act  passed  last  year  dealing 
with  second. 


2.  — Grove mment  Bill  promised  in  1896 
Queen's  Speech,  but  was  not  introduced. 
Dropped  in  Speeches  of  1897,  1898,  1899 
and  1900  altogether. 

3.  — No  Government  Bill. 

4.  — No  Government  Bill.  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley  has  announced  that  Govern- 
ment will  do  nothing. 

5.  — By  the  Act  of  1897  compensation 
given  to  some  workers  for  some  injuries. 


6.  — Nothing. 

7.  — Nothing,  except  the  appointment  of 
a  Licensing  Commission. 

8.  — Conciliation  Act  of  1896. 


8.— Creation  of  a  ju- 
dicial tribunal  in  all 
industrial  centres  for 
the  settlement  of  dis- 
putes. 

In  this  yearns  Queen's  Speech  there  is  only  reference  to  half  an  item  of 
the  Social  Programme — just  as  there  was  last  year. 


"The  time,"  says  the  Queen's  Speech  "is 
The  not  propitious  for  any  domestic  reforms  which 

"  Unpropitious       involve  a  large  expenditure."    This  is,  indeed, 
Time.  obvious,  but  it  will  hardly  get  the  Government 

through,  even  on  their  assumption  that  the 
present  war  is  none  of  their  making,  for  up  to  now  the  time  has  been 
"propitious"  for  large  expenditure.  Here  is  a  list  of  those  who 
benefit  by  Tory  domestic  expenditure : — 

1.  English  Landowners  (1896). 

2.  Scottish  Landowners  (1896). 

3.  Denominational  Schools  (1897). 

4.  Irish  Landowners  (1898). 

5.  Clerical  Tithe  Payers  (1899). 

When  there  has  been  money  to  give  away,  the  "  man  in  the  street " 
(t.6.,  the  general  taxpayer),  has  seen  it  given  to  the  "  friends  "  of  the 
Tory  party.  That  is  a  fact  the  *•  man  in  the  street  "knows — and 
resents. 
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One  of  the  most  important  questions  in 
The  (Government     connection  with  the  war  is  upon  whom  rests 
AND  THE  Boer       the  responsibility  for    our  military  unpre- 
Armaments.        paredness.    Is  it  the  fault  of  the  Government 
or  of  the  War  Office  ?    Is  the  admitted  mis- 
calculation political  or  military  in  its  character?  Ministers  themselves 
are  hopelessly  and  irreconcilably  at  sea  over  the  matter,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  extract^  from  speeches  made  in  Parliament  on 
January  30th  : — 

(1)  Lord  Salisbury  said : — 

'*  When  the  noble  earl  {Kin^erley)  says  that  we  must  have  known,  that 
it  was  impossible  we  should  not  have  known— he  got  into  a  fervour  of 
enthusiasm  over  the  certainty  of  the  knowledge  that  we  must  have  possessed 
— about  the  artillery  and  munitions  of  war  that  the  Republics  were  intro- 
ducii^,  I  ask.  How  on  earth  were  we  to  know  it  ?  I  believe,  as  a  matter  of 
fact — though  I  do  not  give  this  as  official — that  the  guns  were  generally 
introduced  in  boilers  and  locomotives,  and  the  munitions  of  war  were  intro- 
duced in  piano-cases  and  tubs.  We  had  no  power  of  search,  we  had  no 
power  of  knowing  what  munitions  of  war  were  sent  in,  and  we  certainly  had 
no  power  of  supervising  their  importation  into  the  Republics.  It  is  a  very 
remarkable  peculiarity  of  public  opinion  in  this  country  that  people  always 
desire  to  eat  their  cake  and  have  it.  They  rejoice  very  much,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  complacency,  that  we  have  a  very  small  Secret  Service  Fund. 
Information,  however,  is  a  mere  matter  of  money  and  nothing  else.  If  you 
want  much  information,  you  must  give  much  money ;  if  you  give  Httle 
money,  you  will  have  little  information.  .  .  .  He  appeals  to  the  speeches 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  Mr.  Balfour  to  show  that  we  knew  that  the  Boer 
Republics  were  accumulating  during  a  long  series  of  years  the  tremendous 
armaments  from  which  we  are  suffering  now.  We  know  it  now  ;  we  have 
the  best  reason  for  knowing  it.  But  that  we  knew  it  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  existed  in  June  last  I  entirely  deny.  ...  No  doubt  President 
Kruger,  who  is  a  shrewd  man,  succeeded  in  accumulating  great  armaments, 
without,  until  very  recently,  arousing  any  suspicion  of  their  enormous  size. 
But  the  noble  lord  seems  to  think  that  that  is  an  elementary  matter  which 
we  were  bound  to  know.  You  cannot  see  thrpugh  a  stone  wall.  We  had  no 
means  of  knowing  the  extent  of  the  preparations,  although  everybody  knew 
they  existed  to  a  certain  extent.** 

(2)  Lord  Lansdownb  said  : — 

"There  are,  no  doubt,  many  cases  in  which  munitions  of  war  have 
passed  through  Lorenzo  Marques  under  the  various  disguises  indicated  by  the 
yrime  Minister,  but  I  am  able  to  tell  the  House  that  the  Intelligence  branch 
has  been  able  from  time  to  time  to  supply  us  with  information  which  I  beheve 
to  be  extremely  correct  as  to  the  extent  and  the  nature  of  the  Boer  preparations. 
The  estimate  made  by  the  Intelligence  branch  of  the  number  of  armed 
men  to  be  found  in  the  two  South  African  Republics  is,  I  believe,  a  correct 
estimate,  and  one  which  our  experience  of  these  military  operations  has  not 
in  any  way  falsified.  I  think  it  extremely  likely  that  the  Intelligence  branch 
may  have  wrongly  conjectured  the  exact  number  of  men  whom  we  were 
likely  to  find  at  any  particular  point  opposing  us  in  the  field.  It  is  clearly  a 
matter  for  conjecture  whether  the  two  Republics  were  likely  to  detach  a 
part,  and  if  so  what  part,  of  their  fighting  force  either  for  the  purpose  of 
garrisoning  their  cities  or  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  native  tnbes  at 
different  portions  of  their  borders.    It  is  also  fair  to  the  Intelligence  De- 
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partment  to  add  that  they  have  no  means  of  forming  a  very  precise  estimate 
of  the  additions  which  the  Boer  forces  have  received  from  various  sources  — 
to  some  extent,  I  am  afraid,  from  amongst  the  disloyal  Dutch  of  our  own 
Colonies,  and  also  to  some  extent  by  the  gradual  accretion  of  small  bodies 
of  mercenaries  of  different  nations,  who,  like  the  munitions  of  war,  found 
their  way  more  or  less  surreptitiously  through  Portuguese  territory  into  the 
Transvaal ;  but,  with  these  two  reservations,  I  am  able  to  say  that  in  my 
belief  the  estimate  given  to  us  by  the  Intelligence  branch  was,  on  the 
whole,  a  trustworthy  estimate.  When  I  come  to  the  question  of  guns,  I 
believe  in  the  same  way  that  they  were  able  before  the  war  began,  or  oecame 
inevitable,  to  tell  us,  at  any  rate,  with  approximate  accuracy,  what  was  the 
nature  of  the  armaments  in  the  hands  of  the  two  Republics.  What  I  think 
we  did  possibly  underrate— and  I  do  not  care  how  frankly  I  confess  it — was 
not  the  numbers  or  the  armaments  of  the  Boers,  but  their  value  as  fighting 
men.  They  have  shown  an  amount  of  resource,  an  amount  of  mobility,  ana 
of  tenacity  for  which  I  think  most  of  us  were  not  prepared  ;  and  I  think  it  is 
in  that  sense  that  my  noble  and  gallant  colleague  the  Oommander-iu-Chief, 
in  a  speech  he  delivered  in  the  autumn,  very  frankly  admitted  that  the 
Boers  had  shown  themselves  more  powerful  and  more  numerous  than  he  had 
been  led  to  expect." 

(3)  Mr.  Balfour  said  : — 

**  The  Government  have  never  concealed,  either  from  themselves  or  from 
the  House,  that  armaments  on  a  most  formidable  scale  had  been  and  were 
being  introduced  into  the  Transvaal.  My  hoa.  friend  (Mr,  Wyndham),  I 
believe,  in  answer  to  questions  across  the  floor  of  this  House,  stated  it 
more  than  once,  and  it  has  formed,  I  know,  one  of  the  links  in  the 
arguments  which  we  have  from  time  to  time  addressed  to  the  House  and  the 
country  in  connection  with  the  relations  between  this  country  and  the 
Orange  Free  State.  The  general  fact  was  perfectly  notorious  ;  but  a  much 
more  interesting  and  important  question  is  raised  when  we  come  to  the 
estimate — or,  as  I  have  already  aamitted  in  public,  the  under-estimate — 
which  the  Government  made  of  the  military  power  of  the  Boers.  I  do  not 
think  that  that  under-estimate  should  be  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Intelli- 
gence Department.  As  regards  armaments,  it  is  impossible  now  to  correct 
the  estimate  made  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  We  cannot  do  it  yet  ;  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  it,  no  doubt,  at  the  end  of  the  war.  But  at  present  I 
really  have  seen  no  evidence,  to  show  that  the  Intelligence  Department 
were  wrong  in  any  of  the  facts  which  it  was  within  their  power  to  authorita- 
tively investigate." 

Let  us  sum  up  these  three  statements  in  time  tabular  form  : — 

(1 )  5.45.  — Lord  Salisbury  jeers  at  the  idea  that  the  Government  did 
or  could  have  known  the  extent  of  the  Boer  armaments — **  how  on 
earth  were  we  to  know  it  ? " 

(2)  6.30. — Lord  Lansdowne  says  that  the  Government's  know- 
ledge of  the  Boer  preparations  turns  out  to  be  "  extremely  correct.** 

(3)  7.0. — Mr.  Balfour  repeats  in  the  House  of  Commons  what 
Lord  Lansdowne  had  said  in  the  Lords. 

We  believe  that  the  Government  do  right  in  deciding  not  to  make 
a  scapegoat  of  the  Intelligence  Department  of  the  War  Office,  but 
Lord  Salisbury's  ignorance  and  levity  are  alike  deplorable.  Little 
wonder  affairs  have  come  to  such  a  pass  if  the  Prime  Minister  knows 
so  little  of  the  matters  it  is  his  business  to  control. 
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Ms.  Balfour  :  Farley^  Ridley  !  they've  actucUly  got  Jioraes  I 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  :  And  look,  Arthur,  they^ve  got  riflss  too  !  What 
a  shame  to  deceive  us  ! 


"  The  critics  of  the  War  Office  have  not  really  seen,  or  have  not  really 
insisted  upon,  what  is  a  novel  and  interesting  fact  of  this  war.  It  is  not 
that  the  Boers  have  better  artillery,  so  it  seems  to  me— that  is  not  the  thing 
we  have  got  to  learn— the  main  thing  we  have  got  to  learn  and  got  to  con- 
sider, with  a  view  to  eliciting  the  proper  lesson,  is  the  problem  presented  by 
the  fact  that  for  the  tirst  time«  not  only  in  our  history,  but  in  the  military 
history  of  the  modern  world,  we  have  got  to  meet  an  enemy  entirely 
mounted.  And  though  I  think  it  perfecUy  true  that  that  fact  and  all  the 
consequences  from  it  were  not  adequately  realised,  and,  thick-and-thin 
defender  as  I  am,  or  am  supposed  to  be,  I  do  not  conceal  that  for  a  moment 
—did  any  critic  of  the  War  Office  ever  suggest  it  ?   I  do  not  remember." 

Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester,  January  10<A,  1900. 
It  might  be  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  were  to  a  certain  extent  on 
their  ^ial,  but  they  would  face  Parliament  with  a  cool  head.  He  was  not 
at  present  prepared  to  offer  any  explanation,  much  less  any  defence  or 
apology.  A  war  which  they  believed  to  be  inevitable  had  been  forced  upon 
them.  They  had  laboured  perhaps  too  long  for  peace,  and  we  were  face  to 
face  with  greater  difficulties  than  anybody  expected.  Instead  of  haying 
simply  a  triumphant  march  to  Pretoria,  we  had  a  serious  struggle  with  skilful 
soldie  rsy  having  weapons  of  precision." 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  at  Blackpool,  January  18<A,  1900^ 
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The  best  commentary  on  Mr.  Balfour's 
Mr.  Balfour  at     speeches  at  Manchester  on  January  8th,  9tb, 
Manchbster.       and  10th  consists  in  the  extracts  which  are  set 
out  on  page  23.    Mr.  Balfour  himself  on  the 
lOthy  referring  to  the  criticisms  made  on  his  speech,  said : — 

I  find  that  the  carefully  reasoned  and,  so  far  as  1  can  make  them,  im- 
partial statements  that  it  has  been  my  privilege  to  give  to  the  public  have 
not  met  with  that  universal  meed  of  approval  which  I  will  not  say  I  ex- 
pected, but  of  which  I  had  at  all  events  some  hopes.  That,  however,  is 
to  a  politician  as  much  an  incident  of  his  career  as  being  tackled  at  football 
is  to  a  member  of  an  international  team.  It  is  part  of  the  game.  If  the 
word  game  is  too  frivolous,  then  it  is  part  of  the  business.  I  am  under 
the  attacks  of  my  political  opponents." 

This  was  an  entire  misapprehension  of  the  position.  As  a  fact  the 
most  vehement  attacks  upon  Mr.  Balfour  came  from  his  own  side,  and 
it  is  idle  of  him  to  seek  to  minimise  the  matter  by  treating  the  criti- 
cism as  part  of  the  game  "  of  party  politics.  Perhaps  the  most  re- 
markable part  of  Mr.  Balfour's  speeches  was  contained  in  what  he  said 
on  the  8th  : — 

'  'Now,  just  consider  what  course  a  Government  ought  to  pursue  which  is 
engaged  in  a  difiScult  and  delicate  negotiation,  which  is  anxious,  as  we  were, 
for  peace,  which  indeed  thinks  war  possible,  as  we  thought  it  possible,  but 
does  not  think  it  probable,  as  we  did  not  think  it  probable.  I  say  the  etmrse 
that  sitch  a  Government  tD<yidd  take  uras  in  the  first  place  to  abstain  from 
WMieeessary  mefiace,  lohieh  might  hamper^  and  fatally  Jiamper^  the  course  of 
peaceful  negotiation  ;  but,  while  abstaining  from  preparation  of  the  nature 
of  menace,  it  would  at  the  same  time  do  that  which  it  thought  necessary  to 
meet  defensively  the  eventuality  of  war,  if,  as  was  improbable,  but  possible, 
war  should  be  the  ultimate  issue  of  the  negotiations.  That  was  the  course 
we  pursued.  If  we  were  wrong  in  thii^ing  war  improbable,  we  erred 
with  the  great  mass  of  opinion  instructed  upon  South  African  affairs.  1 
do  not  say  you  might  not  find  here  and  there  some  prophet  of  evil 
who  told  us  that,  as  soon  as  the  grass  grew,  the  Boers  and  their  horses 
would  be  in  the  field  ;  but  if  you  consider,  as  I  had  to  consider,  the  balance 
of  competent  opinion  upon  the  South  African  question,  while  few  men  were 
rash  enough  to  hazard  the  prophecy  that  the  South  African  Question  would 
ultimately  culminate  in  war,  for  the  present,  at  all  events,  the  probability 
was  that  we  should  obtain  such  nghts  for  the  Uitlanders  in  the  Transvaal  as 
should  at  least  tide  over  the  present  year  and  the  present  difficulty  until 
perhaps  some  period  arrived  when,  either  by  accident  or  by  design,  it  might 
suit  the  Boer  leaders  to  precipitate  a  struggle  from  which  they  hope,  but  vainly 
hope,  to  reap  so  much  for  their  national  advantage.  And,  observe,  this  was 
not  a  question  on  which  the  Government  had,  could  have,  or  ever  pretended 
to  have,  special  means  of  information.  There  have  been,  and  may  be, 
European  questions  on  which  the  public  cannot  be  taken  into  the 
confiaence  of  the  Government  of  the  day.  The  Government  of  the  day  may 
know  perfectly  and  secretly  facts  about  the  intents  of  this  or  that  foreign 
Sovereign  or  Government  which  impose  upon  them  a  certain  policy,  bat 
which  they  cannot  communicate,  at  all  events  in  any  fulness  of  detail,  to 
their  fellow-countrymen.  But  in  this  case  there  were  no  secrets.  Every* 
body  was  on  an  equality.  The  man  in  the  street  knew  as  miieh  as  the  man  tn 
the  Cabinet — very  often  thought  he  knew  a  great  deal  more— and  if  the 
Government,  or,  as  in  this  particular  case  I  should  not  speak  for  any  member 
of«the  Government  but  myself,  if  I  individually  held  a  view  which  events 
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have  proved  to  be  an  erroneous  view—namely,  that  peace  was  a  possibility 
and  that  by  strenaously  attempting  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the 
Boer  Qovemment  peace  could  be  secured — if,  I  say,  we  or  I  made  that 
miat^e,  we  made  it  in  common  with  the  great  mass,  not  only  of  public 
opinion  in  this  country,  but  of  that  portion  of  public  opinion  which  knew 
most  of  South  African  affairs." 

In  view  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Highbury  speech  with  its  "squeezed 
spoQjje  "  reference,  it  is  ludicrous  to  say  that  the  "  course  we  por- 
siied  "  was  to  "  abstain  from  unnecessary  menace,"  whilst  it  is  only 
a  joke  (and  a  bad  one  too)  to  try  to  make  the  "  man  in  the  street " 
have  the  responsibility  for  want  of  prevision  with  the  "  man  in  the 
Cabinet" 


Bad  workmen  find  fault  with  their  tools. 
All  the  Fault  of    Constitutionalists,  when,  as  a  result  of  their 
THB  CoHSTiTUTiON  !    own  miscalculationfl,  they  have  got  things  into 
a  mess,  throw  all  the  blame  on  to  the  Constitu- 
tion.   It  may  be  natural  not  to  recognise  that  the  fault  is  your  own, 
bat  the  attempt  to  evade  responsibility  deceives  no  one.     Mr.  Balfour, 
in  his  speech  at  Manchester,  on  January  8th,  said  that  our  unpre- 
paredness  was  all  due  to  our  constitutional  system  : — 

Supposing  we  had  come  to  Parliament  in  the  middle  of  August  and 
said,  *  We  want  you  to  vote  us  immense  supplementary  estimates  for  the 
provision  of  immediate  transport  in  South  Africa  ;  we  want  you  to  call  out 
the  Reserves  ;  we  want  you  to  embody  the  Militia ' ;  what  would  have  been 
the  reply,  not  of  the  Opposition,  not  of  the  men  who  merely  exist — politic- 
ally exist,  I  mean — to  take  some  argumentative  or  controversial  advanta-ge 
of  the  Government  which  happens  to  be  in  power,  but  what  would  have 
been  said  by  that  great  mass  of  moderate  opinion  both  on  the  other  side  and 
our  own  side  of  the  House,  if  we  had  made  such  a  proposition  as  that  ?  I 
think  I  have  enough  knowledge  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  tell  you  what 
would  have  been  said.  They  would  have  said,  in  the  first  place,  *  The  pro- 
posals you  make  to  us  are  inconvenient  and  they  are  costly.*  They  would 
have  said  in  the  second  place  that  to  embody  the  Militia  and  to  call  out  the 
Beservee  would  disturb  the  labour  market,  would  put  men  out  of  employ- 
ment and  cause  great  inconvenience  in  a  great  many  sections  and  grades  of 
society.  They  would  have  said  also  that  we  wore  calling  out  the  lleserves 
at  a  time  when  war  might  not  take  place,  and  that  we  ought  not  to  draw  on 
them  for  part  of  our  nulitary  system  except  in  the  case  of  a  great  national 
danger.  They  would  have  said  further  that  by  taking  those  steps  you  were 
advertising  your  intentions  of  going  to  war,  whatever  might  happen.  That 
is  the  argument  that  would  have  been  used  not  by  the  partisan  but  by  the 
average  member  of  the  public,  and  I  appeal  to  you,  if  you  will  throw  your- 
selves in  imagination  back  to  the  state  of  mind  in  which  you  were  last 
August  or  July,  to  say  if  I  have  not  properly  described  to  you  the  impres- 
sion which  any  such  bellicose  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  Grovernment 
would  inevitably  have  created  ?  Now  if  that  is  true,  and  I  think  it  is  true, 
would  not  such  a  policy  have  been  insanity  ?  Our  institutions  have  their 
merits  and  defects  which  are  inseparably  bound  up  with  each  other.  One 
merit  i^  that  no  Government  can  act  unless  it  has  the  support  of  those  who 


18 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


[Februao*.  1900 


sit  behind  it,  and  one  demerit  is  that  sufficient  rapidity  of  action  is  denied 
to  an  Executive  Government." 

As  a  matter  of  fact  we  cannot  imagine  the  House  of  Commons  refusing 
to  support  the  Government  of  the  day  asking  for  authority  to  prepare 
for  war,  if  any  decent  justification  /or  or  probahilily  of  fjcar  existed. 
But  the  truth  is  that  this  is  an  old  device  of  Mr.  Balfour's.  We 
remember  how,  when  he  mismanaged  the  Education  Bill  of  1896  so 
that  it  had  to  be  withdrawn,  he  did  so  in  a  speech  in  which  he  shed 
bitter  tears  over  the  "  evidence  of  Parliamentary  decay  "  afforded  by 
the  hiitory  of  that  ill-fated  measure.  So  now  when  we  have  been 
plunged  without  any  sufiicient  forethought  into  a  war  in  which  the 
Empire  itself  is  said  to  be  at  stake,  we  are  solemnly  told  that  our 
unprepared ness  is  all  due  to  the  fact  that  our  national  institutions 
have    their  merits  and  demerits." 

Mr.  Balfour  was  content  with  one  scapegoat ;  Lord  Salisbury 
prefers  to  distribute  the  blame  over  several.  Speaking  in  the  House 
of  Lords  on  January  30th,  he  said  : — 

I  do  not  believe  in  the  perfection  of  the  British  Constitution  as  an 
instrument  of  war.  As  an  instrument  of  peace  it  has  not  yet  met  its  match. 
.  .  .  Do  not  understand  for  a  moment  that  I  am  guilty  of  such  profanity 
as  to  blame  the  British  Constitution.  I  am  not.  I  am  pointing  out  that  in  this 
matter  we  enjoy  splendid  isolation  ;  and  no  one  imagines,  even  among  the 
youngest  of  us,  that  he  will  ever  live  to  see  comcHption  adopted  in  this 
country.  Then  comes  the  employment  of  eorpeiis,  of  persons  sitting  in 
Parliament  exercising  power  over  the  military  administration,  who  are 
members  of  the  Government,  but  who  have  not  to  go  before  the  electors 
and  the  constituencies.  It  is  an  important  and  very  difficult  question. 
Then  there  is  the  big  question  of  promi)tion  hy  settiorUyj  a  delicate  subject ; 
but  I  doubt  if  you  will  find  that  promotion  by  seniority  prevails  in  any  of 
the  great  armies  of  Europe  to  the  extent  it  prevails  here.  Then  there  is 
that  matter  of  secret  service  to  which  I  have  already  referred.  There  is  no 
other  country  which  is  content  to  protect  itself  with  so  slight  a  supply  of 
funds  as  our  own  ;  and  last  of  all  I  feel  I  am  laying  my  hand  on  the  sacred 
filature  of  the  Constitution  when  I  say  there  is  the  Treas^try,  At  the  present 
time  I  feel  assured  that  the  powers  of  the  Treasury  have  been  administered 
with  the  greatest  judgment,  and  do  not  imagine  for  a  moment  that  I  support 
the  idiotic  attacks  which  have  been  made  on  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. He  is  a  Minister  who  has  filled  the  office  with  the  greatest 
consideration  to  the  powers  of  the  Treasury  ;  but  I  say  that  the  exercise  of 
its  powers  in  governing  every  Department  of  the  Government  is  not  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  Treasury  has  obtained  a  popiti(m  in  regard  to  the  rot 
of  the  Departments  of  the  Government  that  the  House  of  Commons  obtained 
in  the  time  of  the  Stuart  dynasty.  It  is  the  power  of  the  purse  ;  and  by 
exercising  the  power  of  the  purse  it  claims  a  voice  in  all  decisions  of 
administrative  authority  and  policy.  I  think  that  much  delay  and  many 
doubtful  resolutions  have  been  the  result  of  the  peculiar  position  which, 
through  many  generations,  the  Treasury  has  occupied.  Now  I  notice  these 
things,  because  I  was  stimulated  to  it  by  the  vehemence — what  I  call  the 
1688  vehemence— which  has  contaminated  the  mind  of  the  noble  lord.  I  do 
not  think  that  the  British  Constitution  as  at  present  worked  is  a  good  fight- 
ing machine.  I  have  stated  that  it  is  uneaualled  for  producing  happiness, 
prosperity,  and  liberty  in  time  of  peace ;  out  now,  in  time  of  war,  when 
great  powers  with  enormous  forces  are  looking  at  us  with  no  gentle  or 
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kindly  eye  oa  every  side,  it  becomes  us  to  think  whether  we  must  not  in 
some  degree  modify  our  arrangements  in  order  to  enable  ourselves  to  meet 
the  dangers  that  at  any  moment  may  arise. 

It  may  well  be  that  our  Constitution  is  not  perfect,  and  that  such 
usages  as  (for  instance)  promotion  by  seniority,  ought  to  be  recon- 
sidered. But  it  is  ridiculous  for  Lord  Salisbury,  who  has  never 
attempted  to  reform  the  Constitution,  to  round  upon  it  because  his 
Government  make  a  mess  of  working  it.  A  wise  and  skilful  workman 
knows  the  limitation  of  his  machine ;  he  does  not  work  it  so  ai  to 
produce  an  accident,  and  then  say  that  if  the  machine  had  been 
constracted  differently  the  accident  would  not  have  occurred. 


Apart  altogether  from  the  question  whether 
OuB  the  war  is  or  is  not  inevitable  or  just — about  which 

XJnprepa REDNESS  opinions  differ  very  strongly,  the  differences  not 
FOR  War,  following  the  ordinary  party  lines — upon  one 
point  there  is  general  agreement,  that  the  Boer 
ultimatum  found  us  unprepared  for  war,  as  it  ought  not  to  have  done, 
and  that  the  conduct  of  the  war  has  been  (to  say  the  least) 
disappointing.  There  are  three  possible  sets  of  persons  who  in  one 
way  or  another  are  or  might  be  responsible  : — 

1.  The  Government 

2.  The  War  Office. 

3.  The  Generals. 

There  is  a  proper  disinclination  to  criticise  at  this  moment  the  Generals, 
until  more  facts  are  known  than  can  possibly  be  the  case  at  the  present 
moment.  As  to  the  Government  and  the  War  Office,  care  should  be  taken 
not  to  attribute  to  the  one  what  properly  belongs  to  the  other.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  the  Under-Secretary  for  War,  speaking  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  February  Ist,  said  : — 

The  point  of  the  first  {Mirt  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's  (Sir  0.  DUke) 
speech,  was,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  he  wished  to  drive  home  the 

?ue8tton  of  Government  responsibility.  We  freely  accept  that  responsibility, 
have  never  spoken  since  the  war  began  without  openly  stating  that  the 
(Government,  and  the  Government  alone,  were  responsible  for  everything 
connected  with  the  war.  I  went  out  of  my  way  early  in  October,  when 
attacks  were  made  on  Sir  William  Butler  and  the  Intelligence  Department,  te 
say  that,  when  once  a  country  was  at  war,  the  Government  and  only  the 
Government  could  be  held  responsible.  If  any  other  views  are  insidiously 
introduced  into  our  acceptance  we  shall  be  dealing  a  lamentable  blow  at  the 
constitutional  fabric  of  this  country,  and  I  will  never  be  a  party  to 
endeavouring  to  take  off  one  feather-weight  of  the  responsibility  of  the 
Oabtnet  of  this  country  in  connection  with  military  administration." 
And  again  >— 

In  considering  what  steps  have  been  taken,  the  reasons  for  taking  them, 
and  the  reasons  for  not  taking  some  of  them  sooner,  I  agree  we  ought  frankly 
and  fearlessly  to  score  up  against  the  War  Office  or  the  Army  any  disappoint- 
ment and  reverse  that  can  be  traced  to  defect  in  administration  in  th^ 
one  or  the  other ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  is  wise  to  attribute  to  defects  in 
the  War  Office  or  the  Army  consequences  which  have  followed  from  our 
schemes  of  military  defence  or  consequences  which  have  followed  the 
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diplomatic  policy  the  Government  have  adopted,  rightly  adopted  as  I  think,  in 
view  of  the  peculiar  relations  between  this  country,  the  two  Dutch  Republics 
and  our  colonies  in  South  Africa.  If  we  set  down  to  the  one  or  the  other 
disappointments  that  spring  from  other  causes  we  shall  cloud  our  judgment, 
which  cannot  be  kept  too  clear  to  consider  proposals  for  reform  of  our  system 
of  defence  which  are  in  the  air  and  some  of  which  at  no  distant  date  it  will 
be  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House." 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  speaking  in  the  Houso  of  Commons  on  February 
5th,  said : — 

We  have  suffered  checks,  we  have  made  mistakes ;  I  am  not  anxious  to 
dispute  the  blame.  Let  the  Government  bear  the  brunt  of  it  until,  at  all 
events,  the  time  is  come,  under  happier  auspices,  when  we  can  see  how  far 
that  blame  is  to  be  apportioned  between  the  system  and  those  who  have  to 
administer  it.  In  the  meantime  blame  us  by  all  means.  What  is  urgent  is 
to  retrieve  those  checks,  and  to  repair  those  mistakes." 

The  War  Office  has  no  doubt  made  mistakes — of  that  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  as,  for  instance,  when  the  Colonies  were  told  that  "  unmounted 
troops"  were  "  preferred" !  There  will,  as  Mr.  Wyndham  said,  have  to  be 
military  reform  and  reconstitution,  but  unless  the  Government  can  say 
that  the  War  Office  has  failed,  as  they  had  a  right  to  expect  it  not  to, 
the  responsibility  must  rest  with  the  Government.  The  War  Office 
cannot  perform  impossibilities,  and  one  factor  which  diplomatists  ought 
idways  to  keep  well  in  mind  is  to  so  conduct  their  negotiations  that  in 
case  of  failure  the  country  is  not,  from  a  military  and  naval  point  of 
view,  caught  napping.  As  we  have  said,  all  this  is  independent  of  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  our  case  against  the  Boers.  Indeed  the  juster 
our  cause  the  more  indefensible  becomes  the  neglect  to  take  precautions 
to  give  effect  to  it. 


It  would,  no  doubt,  be  highly  convenient  if 
The  Attempt  to  in  connection  with  the  war  the  Opposition  aban- 
Muzzle.         doned  all  its  function  of  criticism  and,  whatever 
it  thought,  kept  silence.     But  it  is  interesting  to 
recall  (as  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  has  done  in  Parliament)  that 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  1878,  said  : — 

'*Some  hon.  members  have  invented  a  convenient  theory  by  which 
opposition  is  silenced  in  the  presence  of  foreign  complications.  If  we 
attempt  discussion  before  war  breaks  out  we  are  hampering  the  Government 
in  nei^otiations  and  endangering  peace.  If  we  wait  till  the  war  is  upon  us, 
then  it  is  said  that  in  an  unpatriotic  way  we  are  dividing  tHe  country  in  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  ;  while  if  we  postpone  discussion  until  t^war  is  over, 
we  are  told  we  are  guilty  of  futile  fault-finding  and  unnecessary  retrospec- 
tion. The  thing,  in  fact,  comes  to  this — that  it  is  not  the  business  of  the 
House  of  Commons  or  the  people  to  express  an  opinion  on  foreign  affairs. 
This  should  be  left  to  the  responsible  advisers  of  the  Crown. " 

Mr.  Chamberlain  then  declined  to  accept  this  "convenient  theory"; 
he  would  probably  gladly  hail  it  now  as  a  means  of  escape. 
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Mr.  Asqaith  stood  this  year  for  the  Edin- 
Mb.  Asquith  on     burgh  University  Rectorship,  being  beaten  by 
LiBKBALiSM.        Lord  Dafferin.     On  January  10th  lie  was 
entertfldned  by  the  Liberal  Association  at  a 
oomplimentary  dinner,  where  ho  made  an  important  speech.  We 
reproduce  in  full  that  portion  relating  to  the  past  and  future  of 
liberalism :  — 

We  call  ourselves  Liberals.    We  are  proud  of  the  name.    We  are  pre- 
pared to  maintain  our  title  to  it  against  all  comers.    And  yet  there  are 
people,  superior  and  well-informed  people,  who  will  tell  you  that  these 
tnuiitional  party  distinctions  have  in  the  revolution  of  time  and  in  the 
transformation  of  circumstance  become  obsolete  and  unmeaning  labels. 
Compare,  they  will  say,  the  Ciberal  of  to-day  with  the  traditional  Whig  of 
sixty  or  seventy  years  ago,  such  as  Lord  Grey  or  Lord  Melbourne  ;  compare 
the  so-called  Conservative  of  to-day  with  the  full-blooded  true-blue  Tory  of 
the  type  of  Eldon  or  Sidmouth  ;  where,  either  in  the  one  case  or  the  other, 
can  you  recognise  those  resemblances  of  feature  which  betoken  a  common 
lineage  and  a  common  stock  ?   The  argument  is  so  far  plausible  that  in  the 
enormous  development  which  we,  and  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  have 
witnessed  during  the  past  two  generations,  not  merely  in  our  material,  but 
in  our  social  conditions,  the  principles  of  policy  and  of  strategy,  whether 
upon  the  lines  of  advance  or  upon  the  lines  of  resistance,  which  were  then 
in  fashion,  have  ceased  to  be  directly  applicable  to  new  problems  and  to 
altered  conditions.    But  in  any  fuller  or  larger  sense,  in  my  opinion  at  any 
nte,  the  view  to  which  I  have  referred  is  superficial,  misleading,  and 
antrue.   I  am  quite  prepared  that  our  opponents  should  speak  for  them- 
selves.  I  understand  that  they,  too,  are  going  to  have  a  dinner  in  the 
coarse  of  next  month,  and  I  can  imagine  no  more  appropriate  theme  for 
the  fascinating  and  courageous  rhetoric  of  Lord  Dufferin  than  the  task  of 
reconciling  their  present  with  their  past.    That  is  no  concern  of  ours,  not 
in  the  least.    But  how  do  we  stand  ?   What  has  been  in  days  gone  by  the 
essence  of  the  Liberal  creed  and  the  spirit  of  Liberal  work  ?   1  think  I  may 
say,  and  you  will  agree  with  me,  that  for  the  first  sixty  or  seventy  years  of 
the  present  century  the  chief  mission  of  Liberalism  was  the  mission  of 
emancipation.    It  waged  war  with  religious  disabilities  that  offended  the 
conscience,  and  block  ed  the  road  to  talent.  It  attacked,  and  it  was  the  ultimate 
motive  force  which  overthrew,  those  fiscal  restrictions  which  hampered  and 
throttled  both  our  foreign  and  our  domestic  trade.    More  important  than 
either,  it  was  the  Liberalism  of  that  time  which  laid  the  foundations  of 
democratic  government  in  a  society  which  had  never  been  swept  and  levelled 
by  the  tornado  of  revolution,  and  in  which,  to  a  greater  degree  than  in 
any  other  civilised  community  in  the  world,  the  spirit,  and  to  a  large  extent 
the  forms,  of  feudalism  survived.    It  was  never  a  part  of  the  Liberal  faith, 
and  I  hope  it  never  will  be,  that  the  voice  of  the  majority  is  the  voice  of 
in  infallible  judge ;  but  the  instinct  of  the  multitude  is  not  necessarily  or 
in  all  oases  wiser  than  the  judgment  of  the  few.    Justification  of  democracy 
as  it  was  propounded  and  as,  to  a  large  extent,  it  was  carried  into  practical 
effioctbythe  great  Liberals  of  the  days  gone  by,  was  threefold.    In  the 
first  place,  it  substituted  for  artificial  inequalities  the  open  door ;  in  the 
second  place,  it  menaced,  and  in  time  it  undermined,  every  form  of 
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privilege  and  monopoly,  every  arrangement  which  protected  and  pre- 
ferred particular  interests  to  the  public  good  ;  and  in  the  third  plara,  by 
broadening  the  foundations  of  our  constitutional  structure,  and  thereby 
diffusing  to  the  widest  possible  degree  the  sense  of  responsibility,  it  pro- 
vided the  only  efficient  safeguard  both  for  social  and  political  stability. 
Is  that  task  completed  ?  We  have  only  to  look  around  us  to  Yaiow  that  it 
has  only  been  partially  achieved.  There  are  still  religious  and  political 
inequalities  to  be  removed,  and  who  is  there  who  soberly  reflects  upon  the 
conditions  of  such  problems  as,  for  instance,  temperance  and  overcrowding, 
who  can  doubt  that  there  are  still  entrenchments  of  monorioly  and  of  clasB 
interest  to  be  at  any  rate  outflanked,  if  they  cannot  be  stormed  by  a  frontal 
attack  ?  Where,  I  ask,  in  the  State  is  the  party  which  has  its  hands  free  to 
do  these  things  ?  Wherever  such  a  party  is  to  be  found,  there  you  find  a 
political  combination  which  justifies  its  claim  by  birthright  and  by  inheritance 
to  the  title  of  Liberal.  If  we  look  beyond  these  shores  to  the  Greater 
Britain  of  which  we  have  become  trustees,  I  think  we  see  there  again 
equally  clear  ground  for  the  application  of  old  principles  to  new  problems. 
We  are  all  proud  of  the  British  Empire.    There  is  no  distinction  on  that 


blessing  or  a  curse  according  to  the  spirit  in  which  its  responsibilities  are 
approached  and  handled.  We  are  often  told  that  the  dominion  of  Rome  has 
been  the  only  one  in  the  history  of  the  world  that  can  be  compared  in 
extent  and  magnitude  to  our  own.  ^Che  Roman  maxim  was  this,  that 
empire  was  to  be  maintained  by  the  same  methods  by  which  it  was  gained. 
What  was  the  result  ?  The  result  was  that  the  splendour  and  the  imposing 
unity  of  the  whole  were  purchased  at  the  price  of  local  atrophy.  Congestion 
at  the  centre,  paralysis  at  the  extremities,  were  followed  by  decay, 
disruption,  death.  These  things  are  written  in  history  for  our  instruction. 
Empire  in  any  true  and  real  sense  of  the  word  does  not  consist  in  the 
*  pegging-out '  of  claims,  the  aggregation  of  acreage,  the  multiplication  of 
subjects.  There  are  some  people  who  seem  to  look  on  tiie  British 
Empire  as  though  it  were  nothing  more  or  nothing  greater  than  a  huge 
commercial  co-partnership  for  the  exploitation  of  the  undeveloped  resources 
of  the  world.  There  are  others  who  regard  it  merely,  or  at  any  rate 
mainly,  as  if  it  were  a  vast  organisation  for  mutual  protection  against  the 
jealousies,  the  intrigues,  the  attacks  of  foreign  powers.  According  to  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  Liberal  conception  of  empire,  it  is  something  vastly 
greater  and  higher  than  this.  There  are — I  believe  I  am  speaking  your  sense 
as  well  as  my  own— in  the  judgment  of  us  Liberals  two  tests  of  a  standing 
or  falling  Empire.  We  ask,  in  the  first  place,  does  it  in  all  its  parts  make 
the  standard  not  merely  of  material  life,  but  of  all  that  goes  to  enrich 
civilisation  and  humanity,  higher,  more  deeply  founded,  more  securely  safe- 
guarded ?  We  ask  next  does  its  unity  arise  not  from  the  compulsory  acqui- 
escence of  subject  races,  but  from  the  conscious  and  willing  co  operation  of 
living  and  self-determining  members  ?  Does  it  rest  not  upon  the  predomi- 
nance, artificial  and  supedScial,  of  race  or  class,  but  upon  the  loyal  affection 
of  free  communities,  built  upon  the  basis  of  equal  rights  ?  I  say  nothing  to- 
night of  the  application  of  those  principles  to  the  concrete  problems  of  the 
day,  but  if,  as  I  believe,  both  in  their  domestic  and  in  their  wider  applica- 
tions, I  have,  however  imperfectly,  attempted  to  express  that  which  forms 
the  essence  and  the  vital  strength  of  our  Liberal  creed,  I  ask  you  with 
the  more  confidence  to  drink  to  the  prosperity  and  health  of  the  Edinburgh 
University  Liberal  Association." 

Nothing  could  be  better  than  this  eloquent  exposition  of  the  aims  and 
capacity  of  Liberalism. 


other.    But  empire  is  a 
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are,  extracted  from  special  sources  : — 


1. 


The  aiDonat  payable  under  the  English  Agricul- 
tural Rates  Act,  1896,  is  £1,333,000 


The  amount  payable  to  Scotland  under  the  corre- 
sponding enactments  of  1896  and  1898  is  £280,000 

(N,B, — The  bulk  hut  not  the  whole  of  this  goes  in  relief  of 
Agriculturists  rates,) 

3. 

The  Agricultural  Grant  under  the  Irish  Local 

Government  Act,  189c5,  is   £727,000 


The  figures  are  given  in  round  thousands.  The  rating  systems  and  the 
application  of  these  grants  must,  of  course,  not  be  assumed  to  be 
identical  in  the  three  countries. 


POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


THE   UNIONIST  PRESS  ON   MR.   BALFOUR  AND  THE 

GOVERNMENT. 


[The  following  extracts  ar<*  all  from  Unionist  journals  in  criticism 
of  Mr.  Balfour's  speeches  at  Manchester  on  January  8th,  9th,  and  10th. 
Th»  Unionist  press  has  withdrawn  its  fire  since  then,  but  the  criticisms 
remain  and  are  here  set  out  for  curiosity  and  reference.] 


From  the  Fall  Mall  Gkutette,  January  9th,  1900. 

''If  Mr.  Balfour  had  nothing  better  to  say  than  he  did  say,  he 
would  have  done  more  wisely  to  aay  nothing. " 


From  the  Sheffield  Daily  Telegraph,  January  9th,  1900. 

*'  Why  were  the  Boers  allowed  to  accumulate  armaments  which 
everybody  knew  could  only  be  directed  against  us  ?  Mr  Balfour's 
reply  to  that  is  the  Jameson  Raid.  That  reply  is  not  worthy  of 
Mr.  Balfour." 
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From  the  Sun,  January  dth,  1900. 

**The  Government,  says  Mr.  Balfour,  knew  that  the  Republics 
were  arming  with  the  most  modern  weapons,  but  they  could  do 
nothing  because  their  hands  were  tied  by  the  Raid.  Now,  this  is 
clap-trap — as  Mr.  Balfour  is  quite  astute  enough  to  know — and  clap- 
trap of  a  very  mischievous  kind.'* 


Fram  the  Momillg  Post,  January  9t/if  1900. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  owned  in  October  that  the  war  was  always 
inevitable.  Mr.  Balfour  denies  in  January  that  the  war  was 
ever  inevitable.  He  asks  us  to  have  confidence  in  a  Government 
which  as  recently  as  August  was  coi^vinced  that  the  situation  was 
*  dangerous,'  and  might  eventually  lead  to  hostilities  ;  which 
recognised  then  that  the  Boers  desired  nothing  so  much  as  to 
declare  their  autonomy  and  to  vindicate  their  independence  ;  which 
watched  the  *  progressive  ill-treatment  of  the  Uitlanders '  and  the 
progressive  increase  of  armaments  directed  against  this  country, 
and  which  yet,  in  the  face  of  all  this  evidence  and  in  defiance  of 
military  advice,  refused  to  take  such  steps  as  should  ensure  the 
victory  of  the  Empire.  It  is  a  large  draft  on  the  confidence  of  the 
country,  and  we  venture  to  doubt  if  it  will  be  honoured." 


From  the  Globe,  January  9th,  1900. 

His  (Mr,  Balfaur^s)  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  artillery 
was  a  mere  piece  of  juggling,  in  which  he  had  been  insufficiently 
coached,  and  which  could  not  have  deceived  an  intelligent  Man- 
chester audience.  He  spoke  glibly  of  mobility  and  the  comparative 
merits  of  ordinary  shell  and  shrapnel,  but  he  cannot  alter  the  fact 
that  the  Russian  Artillery  is  at  this  moment  armed  with  a  field  gun 
of  equal  mobility  with  our  own  and  infinitely  greater  range  and 
capacity.  The  destinies  of  the  Empire  have  been  entrusted  to  five 
estimable  and  accomplished  statesmen,  not  one  of  whom  has  the 
slightest  professional  training  or  knowledge  of  the  elements  of 
warfare  by  land  or  sea.  Mr.  Balfour  was  once  a  cornet  in  the 
Haddington  Yeomanry,  but  we  doubt  if  his  colleagues  have  had 
even  that  amount  of  experience.  That  system  the  nation,  and  the 
Empire  over  seas  is  resolved  to  alter  at  whatever  cost  to  individual 
susceptibilities  and  reputations.  If  the  Government  will  co-operate 
in  this  reform  all  will  be  well ;  if  they  refuse  and  assume  the 
position  of  blind  defenders  of  the  status  quo  ante  bellum,  nothing 
can  save  them." 


From  the  Daily  Mail,  January  \2ih,  1900. 

Unless,  indeed,  the  immediate  pressure  of  the  constituencies 
brings  about  a  reconstructed  Government,  alive,  alert,  and  free 
from  unwarranted  optimism,  the  campaign  will  continue  to  be 
mismanaged  and  the  country  deliberately  misled.  There  is  no  lack 
of  really  able  material  on  the  Government  side  from  which  to  draw 
new  men." 
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From  the  Scotsman,  January  dth,  1900. 

There  is  one  step  which  ought  to  have  been  taken  years  ago, 
and  was  not  taken.  The  Gk)vemment  knew  that  the  Boers  were 
amassing  monitions  of  war  which  could  not  but  be  dangerous  to  the 
peace  of  South  Africa.  Why  did  they  not  call  upon  the  Boers  to 
desist,  on  peril  of  forcible  intervention  ?  Mr.  Balfour  says  the 
hands  of  the  Government  were  completely  tied  by  the  unfortunate 
and  ill-omened  Jameson  Raid.  ....  It  may  be  a  question 
whether  the  Government  should  have  allowed  the  Raid  to  tie  their 
hands.*' 


From  the  BmohlgbBm  Daily  Gazette,  January  9tht  1900. 

Mr.  Balfour  defends  the  War  Department  on  the  subject  of 
long  V.  short-range  guns,  but  there  is  a  conspicuous  hiatus  in  his 
argument.  He  says  truly  enough  that  our  horse  artillery  is  excel- 
lent as  light  and  mobile  ordnance.  But  does  this  excuse  the  failure 
of  the  military  experts  to  advise  that  an  enemy  like  the  Boers, 
which  almost  invariably  fights  behind  entrenched  positions  and 
does  not  rely  upon  clever  evolutions  on  the  field,  should  have  been 
met  by  long-range  guns  of  position ;  and  does  it  explain  why 
Ladysmith  was  unprovided  with  such  guns  of  position  until  in 
desperate  haste  and  in  the  very  nick  of  time  naval  guns  were 
rushed  to  the  scene  of  action  ?  '* 


froiH  (M  Standard,  January  9M,  1900. 

As  Mr.  Balfour  emphatically  deprecates  all  criticism  of  the 
geuerals  in  the  field,  we  must  assume  that  he  is  not  throwing  the 
responsibility  for  the  *  entanglement '  in  question  {of  Ladysmith) 
on  Sir  George  White  or  Sir  Redvers  Buller  ;  and  as  the  Govern- 
ment did  not  calculate  upon  it,  we  do  not  quite  gather  who  is  to  be 
censured  for  it,  unless  it  is  General  Joubert  and  the  Boers.  We 
need  not  follow  Mr.  Balfour  into  his  technical  disquisition  on  the 
*  mobile '  character  of  our  Field  Artillery,  which  we  believe  is  not 
seriously  disputed  ;  though  military  experts  will  scarcely  share  his 
complaosnt  belief  that  our  guns  are  equal  to  the  best  of  those 
supplied  to  Continental  armies." 


from  the  Glasgow  Herald,  January  19ui). 

''Mr.  Balfour  went  on  to  admit  that  'the  circumstances  of 
which  we  (Ministers)  took  account,  or  our  views  of  those  circum- 
stances, were  warped  by  certain  things.'  What  things?  He 
followed  up  this  cryptic  saying  with  repeated  allusions  to  the 
'  unhappy  entanglement '  or  *  tactical  misfortune  *  of  Ladysmith  as 
'beyond  any  calculation  we  could  be  expected  to  fonn.'  One  does 
not  suppose  that  Mr.  Balfour,  in  his  turn,  is  bringing  chaises 
ig^dnst  anybody  in  this  country  or  South  Africa,  but  it  seems  to 
be  pretty  obvious  that  the  Ladysmith  and  Dundee  incidents  are 
regarded  by  the  Grovemment  as  things  for  which  some  grave  mis- 
calculation was  to  blame.  Who  was  it,  then,  that  made  the  mistake 
of  attempting  to  defend  Natal  at  these  points?  Mr.  Balfour 
throws  no  light  upon  that  interesting  question." 
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Frmn  the.  Times,  January  lOth,  1900. 

Should  we  have  to  undergo  trials  far  greater  than  any  we  have 
yet  endured,  should  we  have  to  face  defeat,  which,  he  {Mr.  Balfour) 
says,  has  '  not  yet  come,'  he  proudly  declares  chat  he  should  '  still 
rely  upon  the  courage  and  the  patriotism  of  his  countrymen.'  So 
should  we  without  hesitation  or  anxiety  ;  but  Mr.  Balfour  will 
excuse  us  for  saying  that  we  very  much  doubt  whether,  in  the  con- 
tingency of  which  he  speaks  witli  so  much  apparent  equanimity,  his 
countrymen  would  continue  to  repose,  or  would  be  justified  in 
reposing,  implicit  confidence  in  him  and  in  his  colleagues.  There 
is  need  of  apology,  and  of  ample  apology,  on  the  part  of  the  Cabinet 
for  serious  errors  both  in  policy  and  in  warlike  preparation." 


From  the  Standard,  Januaru  Wth,  1900. 

Mr.  Balfour  should  be  aware  that  those  who  have  no  '  game ' 
to  play,  and  whose  sympathies  are  certainly  not  with  his  political 
opponents,  are  reluctantly  compelled  to  dissent  from  his  easy  method 
of  discounting  reverses  and  disposing  failures.  We  cannot  take  the 
complacent  view  of  matters  which  seems  to  commend  itself  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers.  It  is  hard  to  feel  perfect  confidence  in  states- 
men who  coolly  shift  off  their  own  miscalculations  upon  Fate  and 
inevitable  necessity,  and  will  not  even  acknowledge  that  any 
blunder  has  been  made.  This  is  not  the  tone  and  temper  we  are 
entitled  to  expect  from  the  Cabinet  in  an  emergency  such  as  is  now 
before  us  ;  and  if  Ministers  are  to  receive  that  unswerving  support 
from  Parliament  which  the  Executive  must  seek  in  a  time  of 
national  crisis,  some  pronounced  modification  of  their  present 
attitude  is  certainly  desirable." 


From  the  Evening  News,  January  9th,  1900. 

**  We  cannot  accept  Mr.  Balfour's  view  that  no  apology  is 
needed  on  behalf  of  a  Grovemment  which  not  only  neglected  to  pro- 
vide mounted  men,  but  expressly  refused  some  of  the  finest  in  the 
world  when  they  were  offered  to  us  by  our  colonies.  According  to 
Mr.  Balfour  the  Government  may  have  made  errors,  but  these  could 
not  have  been  foreseen.  We  can  only  say  that  if  the  Government 
were  incapable  of  foreseeing  them  its  intelligence  must  have  been 
decidedly  limited.  No,  Mr.  Balfour  as  an  apologist  is  a  terrible 
failure.  He  is  flippant  and  unconvincing,  and  although  we  should 
consider  a  complete  change  of  GovernmeTit  a  very  serious  thing  to 
contemplate,  involving  as  it  would  the  loss  of  the  valuable  services 
of  Lord  Salisbury,  we  cannot  help  feeling  that  Mr.  Balfour*s  utter 
failure  to  make  out  anything  like  a  respectable  case  for  himself  and 
his  colleagues  may  do  much  to  hasten  that  undesirable  result." 


From  the  Birmingliain  (Gazette,  January  nth,  1900. 

**  In  his  references  to  the  question  of  artillery  Mr.  Balfour  has 
taken  a  brief  from  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  has  embellished  it 
with  his  own  fine  skill  as  a  special  pleader.  He  has  pilloried  our 
poor  oM  Constitution  in  order  to  explain  why  we  were  not  ready 
with  efficient  means  of  transport  for  the  army  that  was  sent  to 
South  Africa,  and  in  doing  so  he  has  supplied  a  perfect  arsenal  of 
arguments  to  every  man  who  wants  to  speak  from  an  Opposition 
pomt  of  view." 
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Frrnn  the  Times,  Januarfj  Uth,  190t). 

Mr  Balfour  seems  to  look  upon  himself  and  his  colleagues  an 
neither  more  nor  less  responsible  for  our  reverses  in  South  Africa 
than  'the  man  in  the  street.'  When  he  drops  the  convenient  ex- 
planation that  our  failures  were  predestined,  he  remarks  that  the 
critics  of  the  War  Office  and  of  the  Government  did  not  realise  the 
real  strength  of  the  enemy  and  the  real  weakness  of  our  own  pre- 
parations a  bit  better  than  those  whom  they  impugn.  The  state- 
ment is  only  partially  correct,  but,  even  if  it  were  completely 
accurate,  how  could  it  exonerate  either  the  Cabinet  or  the  depart- 
ment? Such  a  defence  altogether  ignores  the  responsibility  of 
Ministers  both  for  their  own  acts  and  for  the  acts  of  their  agents. 
It  was  not  the  business  of  outsiders  to  know  the  exact  state  of  Boer 
preparations  or  to  weigh  the  difficulties  we  should  have  to  face  when 
we  encountered  a  mounted  enemy.  It  was  the  business  of  the 
Government  and  of  their  expert  advisers.  It  is  what  they  are  in 
office  for." 


From  the  Moming  Post,  January  Xdth,  1900. 

The  crisis  is  infinitely  more  serious  than  has  been  seen  in  our 
time  ;  far  more  perilous  than  that  which  led  the  Liberal  Unionists 
to  abandon  Mr.  Gladstone  ;  and  with  a  full  sense  of  our  responsibility 
and  of  our  duty  to  the  nation  we  call  on  those  who  set  the  nation 
above  party  and  personal  considerations  to  repudiate  Mr.  Balfour 
and  all  who  associate  themselves  with  his  exposition  of  a 
Government's  duty  as  resolutely  as  Mr.  Gladstone  was  repudiated 
in  1886  by  those  of  his  followers  who  would  not  take  a  leap  in  the 
dark.  The  choice  is  between  saving  a  party  and  saving  the  Empire. 
It  is  urgent.  The  reason  why  the  nation  is  now  in  trouble  is  that 
Mr.  Balfour  and  his  colleagues  did  not  know  what  they  were  doing. 
No  one  wants  to  punish  them,  for  those  who  sin  in  ignorance  are 
forgiven.  But  is  it  wise  to  leave  them  in  charge  of  the  nation's 
affiiirs  ?  The  most  likely  time  for  a  second  war  to  be  made  against 
us  is  when  we  have  one  war  on  our  hands  and  find  them  full.  Mr. 
Balfour  and  his  companions  can  give  us  no  guarantee  that  we  shall 
be  ready  in  time  for  a  second  war,  which  may  come  the  day  after 
t4>-morro«r,  except  their  opinions,  and  the  value  of  their  opinions 
to-day  cannot  be  greater  than  that  of  their  opinions  a  year  ago. 
The  nation  will  be  guilty  of  its  own  misfortunes  if  it  does  not  now 
insist  on  setting  rid  of  the  men  whose  opinions  have  been  proved 
wrong,  and  look  for  the  men,  of  whom  there  are  plenty,  whose 
jud$nnent  and  foresight  can  be  trusted." 


From  ilie  Daily  Graphic,  Jamtary  Wthy  1900. 

"It  was  worth  while  to  experience  some  difficulty  in  South 
Africa  since  it  has  had  the  effect  of  showing  how  indomitable  is  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  despite  its  long  years  of  effortless  peace,  and 
how  closely  knit  together  are  all  the  branches  of  our  widely- 
spreading  Empire.  We  do  not  say  that  on  that  account  the 
Government  deserves  credit  for  not  making  adequate  preparations. 
It  is  no  part  of  the  business  of  a  Government  to  test  the  national 
spirit  with  reverses,  however  inconsiderable  they  may  be." 
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From  the  Scotsman,  January  lO^A,  1900. 

"It  is  a  question  whether  Mr.  Balfour  was  entirely  felicitous  in 
everything  he  said  at  Manchester  on  Monday.  There  is  in  some 
Quarters  where  loyalty  is  not  marred  by  continual  carping  a 
difficulty  in  reconciling  what  he  said  about  the  hope  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  would  obtain  such  concessions  as  would  tide  over 
the  present  year  and  the  present  difficulty  with  the  lanpruage  used 
some  months  ago  regarding  the  five  years'  franchise  and  the 
minority  representatives  in  the  Raad,  and  the  permanency  of  the 
settlement  that  was  looked  for  on  that  basis.  These  sentences,  it 
is  frankly  said  by  some  of  the  supporters  of  the  Gk)vemment,  were 
not  happily  inspired." 


From  the  Pall  Mall  Qazette,  January  9thy  1900. 

How  does  Mr.  Balfour  meet  the  undeniable  facts  that  these 
Army  Corps,  now  that  they  have  been  tried,  have  proved  them- 
selves the  wrong  sort  of  Army  Corps ;  that  they  are  deficient  in 
artillery  and  mobility,  and  that  they  have  in  consequence  to  be 
reorganised  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  ?  By  a  jaunty  fatalism  which 
Lord  Palmerston,  in  his  most  flippant  moods,  knew  better  than  to 
parade  at  a  national  crisis.  Our  artillery  is  worse  than  the  Boers' 
because  'you  never  will  at  any  moment  have  your  whole  forces 
armed  with  the  best  conceivable  weapons.'  What!  the  richest 
Empire  in  the  world  is  forced  to  depend  for  the  bare  life  of  the 
Ladysmith  garrison  upon  guns  hastily  disembarked  from  men-of- 
war  and  hurried  up  country,  and  then  we  are  given  to  understand 
that  it  is  a  mere  question  of  rival  patents !  Mr.  Balfour,  again, 
disposed  of  our  deplorable  want  of  mounted  infantry  with  an  assur- 
ance that  must  be  called  astounding  and  nothing  else.  The  Time* 
and  Daily  News  both  fall  this  morning  uptm  the  official  reply  to  the 
original  offers  of  contingents  from  the  colonies,  *  unmounted  men 
preferred.'    What  conceivable  answer  can  there  be  to  that  ?" 


From  the  Morning  Post,  January  Wth,  1900. 

"  Mr.  Balfour  knows  very  well  what  are  the  real  charges  against 
him  ;  he  cannot  clear  himself  from  them,  and  therefore  he  raises 
imaginary  charges  which  he  refutes  with  an  air  of  triumph.  The 
charge  against  him  is  that  he  rushed  in  on  a  department  of  which 
he  knows  nothing,  and  changed  the  most  important  part  of  its 
organisation  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  impossible  the  performance 
of  its  functions.  He  is  the  man  above  all  others  whom  the  nation 
has  to  thank  for  the  inconsistency  between  the  policy  of  raising  the 
franchise  question  in  despatches  to  the  Boers  and  the  absence  of 
preparation  for  war  in  support  of  the  British  contention.  But  now 
he  declares  for  himself  and  his  colleagues  :  *  The  one  thing  we  most 
desire  is  that  the  military  strength  of  this  country  be  put  on  an 
effective  basis.'  The  country  has  long  desired  that.  Mr.  Balfour  has 
had  a  hand  in  the  attempt  to  do  it  for  the  past  five  years,  the 
country  will  be  able  to  judge  with  what  success.  He  now  dedares 
that  there  is  no  party  nor  political  sacrifice  which  he  will  not  make 
in  order  that  this  great  national  object  should  be  attained.  The 
only  sacrifice  he  need  make  is  to  abstain  from  helping  the  nation  in 
that  particular  task  until  he  has  acquired  sufficient  knowlec^e  of 
war  to  know  the  difference  between  victory  and  defeat." 
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From  ike  Belfiuit  Evening  Telegraph,  January  9th,  1900. 

The  drones  are  not  likely  to  be  left  in  blissful  repose.  The 
pity  is  that,  in  spite  of  expert  advice  of  the  very  best  sort,  they  have 
be^  allowed  by  the  nation  to  dogsedly  persevere  in  a  course  which 
has  the  present  deplorable  result. 


From  the  Globe,  January  Uth,  1900. 

**  Mr.  Balfour  has  at  last  concluded  his  series  of  Manchester 
speeches,  the  most  unfortunate  oratorical  effort  in  his  life.  We  are 
not  exaggerating  when  we  say  that  he  has  not  only  pained  and  dis- 
appointed his  best  friends,  but  he  has  spread  absolute  consternation 
throughout  the  ranks  of  his  party. " 


From  the  Newcastle  Morning  Mail*  January  9^A,  1900. 

The  man  in  the  street  believes  that  thousands  of  our  men  who 
are  either  dead  or  maimed  or  prisoners  in  South  Africa  ought  to  have 
been  alive  and  free  had  our  authorities  been  properly  prepared  for 
the  conflict,  and  had  they  known,  as  they  ougnt  to  have  known, 
what  we  had  to  face  at  the  front.  In  so  believing,  the  man  in  the 
street  is  right.  It  brings  a  blush  to  our  cheek  that  a  great  nation 
like  ours  should  have  been  hoodwinked  so  successfully  by  *  a  nation 
of  farmers.' " 


From  the  St.  James's  Qazette,  January  ]  Uh,  1900. 

"  Mr.  Balfour  does  not  seem  to  have  gathered  during  his  visit 
to  Manchester  any  adequate  impression  of  the  volume  and  the 
depth  of  the  feeling  that  prevails  throughout  the  country  concern- 
ing the  situation  in  South  Africa  and  the  responsibility  of  the 
Government.  The  regular  Opposition  has  shown  a  creditable  for- 
bearance on  this  matter,  and  oy  far  the  severest  criticisms  of  the 
campaign  and  of  the  attitude  of  Mr.  Balfour  personally,  have  come 
from  devoted  and  consistent  supporters  of  the  party  now  in  power." 


From  the  Western  Morning  News,  January  lOeA,  1900. 

Does  Mr.  Balfour  ask  us  to  accept  the  assurances  of  depart- 
mental officiids  that  neither  wisdom,  money,  nor  experience  could 
have  mitigated  or  prevented  any  of  the  iUs  we  have  borne  with 
patience,  and  that  tnerefore  no  one  should  raise  his  voice  in  favour 
of  considering  whether  it  is  possible  that  something  better  might  be 
done  in  the  future  ?  Are  we  to  be  dumb  creatures,  as  resigned  as 
the  fatalists  of  the  East,  who  accept  misfortunes  and  successes  as 
predestined,  and  think  that  no  steps  need  be  taken  to  work  out  our 
own  salvation  ?  " 


From  the  Times,  January  9th,  1900. 

/*It  seems  to  us  to  be  bad  tactics,  even  from  the  purely  party 
point  of  view,  to  contend,  as  Mr.  Balfour,  broadly  speaking, 
contended  yesterday,  that  the  Government  have  made  no  serious 
mirtakes  throughout  this  unhappy  business,  and  that  all  that  has 
befallen  us  has  been  inevitable." 
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From  the  World,  January  9th,  1900. 

Of  the  six  active  members  of  the  Cabinet,  five  have  either 
passed  or  closely  verge  upon  that  sixty-five  years'  limit  after  whidi 
a  man  is  considered  to  be  past  his  best  in  the  permanent  Civil 
Service,  and  is  only  allowed  to  remain  on  under  very  special  and 
almost  unique  conditions  of  personal  capacity." 


From  the  Oork  Oonstitution,  January  9th,  1900. 

If  Mr.  Balfour's  speech  was  intended  to  allay  the  feeling  which 
s  very  strong  in  the  public  mind  that  some  highly-placed  officials 
are  responsible  for  much  of  the  humiliating  failure  which  has 
attended  the  attempt  to  crush  the  South  African  rebellion,  then  he 
might  just  as  well  have  held  his  peace." 


From  the  Daily  Graphic,  January  9th,  1900. 

Mr.  Balfour's  speech  is,  unfortunately,  not  conclusive.  As  an 
explanation  of  the  inadequate  preparations  made  by  the  Government 
to  meet  a  possible  war  with  the  Transvaal  it  is,  indeed,  far  from 
satisfactory.  The  Government,  we  are  told,  did  not  believe  in  the 
probability  of  war.  That,  however,  is  no  reason  why  precautions 
should  not  have  been  taken." 


From  the  St.  James's  (Gazette,  January  9tli,  1900. 

**Mr.  Balfour  speaks  of  the  unity,  the  high  spirit,  and  so  on, 
called  forth  by  this  war.  We  admire  them  as  much  as  he  does,  but 
would  rather  they  had  been  called  out  by  hb  voice  than  kicked  into 
activity  by  the  Boers.  Thousands  of  casualties  and  a  string  of 
defeats  is  a  heavy  price  to  pay  for  arousing  to  activity  the  elemen- 
tary virtues  of  a  great  State." 


From  the  Evening  News,  January  9th,  1900. 

'*  Mr.  Balfour's  defence  of  the  Government  is  singularly  uncon- 
vincing, and  his  statement  that  though  the  Government  had  under- 
rated the  enemy's  strength  he  still  thought  the  25,000  me^i  first 
sent  would  have  been  sufficient  for  defence  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  unhappy  entanglement  of  Ladysmith  will  appear  to  most  people 
to  be  ludicrously  optimistic." 


From  the  Times,  January  Zitt,  1900. 

'*  The  Prime  Minister's  reply  to  the  temperate  criticisms  of  Lord 
Kimberley  would  have  been  more  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and 
the  feelings  of  the  nation  had  it  been  conceived  throughout  in  a 
serious  vein." 


War. 


Jokes  are  certainly  hardly  calculated  to  reconcile  the  country  to  the 
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Frvm  the  PaU  Mall  Gkizette,  January  Z\st,  1900. 

*'  It  is  idle  for  Liord  Salisbury  and  Mr  Balfour  to  blame  the 
BritiBh  Constitution,  and  to  present  us  with  the  spectacle  of  uncle 
aod  nephew  officiating  as  chief  mourners  at  its  imaginary  funeral. 
The  Constitution,  whatever  its  defects,  is  sufficiently  elastic  to 
permit  leaders  who  know  how  to  lead  to  carry  Parliament  and 
people  with  them  in  any  plans  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the 
Empire." 

Bad  workmen  always  find  fault  with  their  tools. 


iVom  the  Daily  Qraphic,  January  ZUt,  1900. 

Neither  the  House  of  Commons  nor  the  country  has  yet  been 
educated  up  to  the  point  of  accepting  *  pawkiness  *  as  a  substitute 
for  statesmanship.  The  leader  of  the  House  of  Commons  does  not 
seem  yet  to  realise  that  the  nation  just  now  does  not  ask  for 
flippancy  from  its  responsible  Ministers.  In  many  a  household  to- 
day the  contrast  will  be  bitterly  felt  between  the  laughter  that 
punctuated  Mr.  Balfour's  speech  and  the  mourning  of  those  who 
na?e  lost  their  sons  in  South  Africa." 

Flippancy  is  the  last  thing  that  is  seemly  at  this  particular  moment. 


from  the  Standard,  January  4^A,  J9D0. 

"The  occupation  of  Port  Arthur,  as  it  is  now  candidly  admitted, 
is  in  reality  a  source  of  weakness  to  Russia,  and  has  overwhelmed 
her  with  worry  and  anxieties.  It  is  a  significant  hint ;  but  we  need 
not  pursue  the  theme." 

This  is  indeed  amazing.  We  were  told  when  Port  Arthur  was  taken 
that  Rassia  had  completely  defeated  us,  and  that  it  was  necessary  that 
we  should  "  do  something  "  by  way  of  compensation,  the  "  something  " 
later  on  pro\Tng  to  be  the  acquisition  of  Wei-hai-Wei.  The  Standard 
itself  told  us  that  in  view  of  the  by-elections  the  Government  were 
bound  to  take  some  definite  action  to  impress  the  electorate.  "  We 
Med  not  pursue  the  theme,"  adds  the  Standard^  but  that  is  precisely 
what  ought  to  be  done. 


fnm  the  Scotsman*  January  ZUt,  1900. 

"  A  great  deal  of  the  angry  criticism  of  the  Government  in  the 
London  Press  and  elsewhere  has  been  based  on  a  circumstantial 
rtory  to  the  effect  that  Sir  William  Butler  had  fully  warned  them 
of  the  inadeouacy  of  their  preparations,  and  had  told  them  what 
strength  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  encounter  the  Boers.  It 
has  even  been  confidently  asserted  that  it  was  because  of  his  dis- 
^reement  with  the  Government  on  these  points,  and  his  unpalat- 
^le  advice,  that  he  was  superseded  at  the  Cape.  At  last  we  know 
that  the  whole  story  is  simply  one  of  the  many  circumstantial  lies 
that  have  been  put  about  by  enemies  of  the  Government  and  the 
friends  of  the  Boers." 

As  a  fact,  the  lie  "  on  this  matter  has  been  the  statement  made 
in  the  Tory  Press  that  Sir  William  Butler  «*  betrayed  "  the  Colony 
^  leaving  it  undefended — a  monstrous  and  unwarrantable  calumny. 
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From  the  Outlook,  January  2^h,  1900. 

It  is  said  that  preliminary  steps  are  being  taken  to  bring  in  an 
amending  Act  to  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  Probably  no 
Act  since  the  famous  Statute  of  Uses  in  1536  has  so  completely 
belied  in  practice  the  theoretical  advantages  accorded  to  it  while  it 
was  passing  through  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  Framed  with  the 
intention  of  being  comprehensive,  it  has  turned  out  to  be  exclusive 
in  innumerable  points.  Moulded  with  a  view  to  simplicity,  it  has 
proved  itself  one  of  the  most  complicated  Acts  on  the  Statute  Book. 
Intended  to  be  a  model  of  cheap  legislative  relief,  the  process  of  the 
Act  involves  an  expenditure  hopelessly  out  of  proportion  to  the 
benefit  it  confers.  Mr.  Beven's  statement  about  the  Act  is  as  true 
as  it  is  historic :  *  If  the  workman  were  possessed  of  abnormal 
acuteness,  and  a  copy  of  the  Statutes  at  large,  he  might,  aided  by 
Fortune,  after  considerable  investigation,  be  able  to  offer  an 
arguable  opinion.  But  were  any  of  these  prerequisites  wanting,  his 
case  would  be  hopeless.'  The  sooner  we  have  that  amending  Act, 
and  the  more  of  the  present  Act  it  repeals  the  better." 

Pleasant  reading  this  for  Mr.  Chamberlain  ! 


POINTS   FKOM  SPEECHES. 


The  Bight  Hon.  James  Lowther,  M.P.  York,  January  23rd,  1900. 

**  Then  they  might  have  their  old  friend,  *One  man  one  vote,' 
trotted  out — a  most  mischievous,  pernicious  fallacy,  and  one  which, 
he  need  hardly  remind  them,  would  have  the  effect  of  disfranchising, 
so  far  as  their  county  votes  were  concerned,  the  great  bulk  of  the 
Freemen  of  the  city,  and  which,  if  coupled  with  the  still  more 
insidious  and  peniicious  dogma,  *  Que  vote  one  value,'  would  take 
one  seat  away  from  the  city  of  York." 

From  the  Lebds  Me&cu&y,  January  2Uh,  1900. 

Mr.  Lowther  is  quite  right— true  Toryism  equally  hates  **  One  man 
one  vote  "  and  "  One  vote  one  value," 


Mr.  Jesse  CoUings,  M.P.  Birmingham,  January  27th,  1900. 

**He  hoped  that  the  heads  of  the  Government  who  were 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  war  would  be  regarded  with 
confidence  and  sympathy.  Whom  would  they  put  in  their  places  ? 
He  ventured  to  say  that  in  the  heads  of  the  Government  they  had 
the  cream  of  the  nation." 

From       Times,  January  2Qth,  1900. 
It  takes  a  Mr.  J  esse  CoUings  to  say  a  thing  of  this  sort.  How 
pleased  Ministers  must  be  with  such  a  discriminating  eulogist ! 
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The  Duke  of  Bedford.  Bedford,  January  27tli,  190a 

"  The  South  African  policy  of  the  Government,  judged  by  its 
action  during  the  past  few  months,  seemed  to  have  been  based  upon 
the  following  misapprehensions  : — (1)  That  the  Transvaal  would 
never  of  its  own  accord  declare  war  against  England  ;  (2)  that 
there  was  no  practical  risk  of  an  offensive  alliance  between  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal ;  (3)  that  in  no  circumstances 
would  the  Transvaal  or  the  Free  State  invade  British  territory  ;  (4) 
that  the  forces  of  the  Transvaal  all  told  amounted  to  about  30,000 
men,  with  no  artillery  worth  mentioning  and  no  trained  cavalry. 
They  would  not  be  in  a  position  to  understand  how  the  Government 
arrived  at  these  very  erroneous  conclusions  until  they  had  the 
foUowing  information  : — What  were  the  reports  of  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  and  Mr.  Conyngham  Greene  upon  the  condition  of  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State  and  their  probable  intentions 
towards  this  country  ?  Did  they,  or  did  they  not,  report  on  the 
existence  of  this  vast  armed  conspiracy  against  the  Imperial  Power  'i 
What  was  Sir  William  Butler's  report  to  the  Government  as  to  the 
military  situation  at  the  Cape,  and  the  measures  necessary  for 
holding  Natal?  What  was  the  report  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment of  our  War  Office  to  Lord  Wolseley  as  to  the  military  resources 
of  the  Transvaal  ?  What  action  was  taken  by  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  upon  that  report,  and  what  was  his  advice  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  ?  Did  the  Secretary  of  State  act  upon  the  advice  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief,  or  upon  some  other  military  opinion  ?  If 
so,  what  was  that  military  opinion?  Without  these  papers  all 
inquiry  was  profitless." 

From  the  TiMEh,  January  29th,  1900. 
A  very  shrewd  analysis  of  the  points  to  be  cleared  up. 
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Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to 
Accidents  to        inquire  into  the  Causes  of  the  Accidents,  Fatal 
Railway  Servants,    and  Non-Fatal,  to  Servants  of  Railway  Com- 
panies and  of  Truck  Owners.  [Cd — 41.]  Price  2d. 
The  names  of  the  Commissioners,  appointed  May  3l8t,  1899, 
are : — 

Lord  James  of  Hereford    Sir  G.  Lindsay  Molesworth  Mr.  W.  M.  Acworth 

{Chairman)  Sir  A.  Hicknian,  M.P.        Mr.  A.  C.  Elliott 

Tucount  Hampden  Sir  Charles  Scotter  Mr.  J.  £.  Ellis,  M.P. 

Hon.  A  E.  Fenowe8,M  P.  Mr.  C.  S.  Hutchinson         Mr.  Chas.  Fen  wick,  M.  P. 
Sir  George  E.  Paget        Mr.  H.  H.  S.  Cunynghame    Mr.  Walter  Hudson 
Sir  J.  Wolfe-Barry 

The  terms  of  reference  of  the  Commission  were  as  follows : — 

*'To  enquire  into  the  causes  of  the  accidents,  fatal  and  non-fatal,  to 
servants  of  railway  companies  and  of  truck  owners,  and  to  report  on  the 
pgsaibility  of  adopting  means  to  reduce  the  number  of  such  accidents,  having 
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reffard  to  the  working  of  railways,  the  rules  and  regulations  made,  and  the 
safety  appliances  used  oy  railway  companies." 

The  Number  of  Accidents. 

The  Report  (a  unanimous  one)  first  deals  with  the  number  of  acci- 
dents to  railway  servants,  especially  during  1898. 

Taking  the  whole  of  the  accidents  (due  to  trains  and  the  movement 
of  vehicles)  to  railway  servants  employed  directly  by  railway  com- 
panies, the  numbers  are  (1)  killed,  522  ;  (2)  injured,  12,826. 

The  total  number  of  railway  servants  employed  in  1898  was 
534,141.  But  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  proportion  of  killed  and 
injured  to  those  employed,  considerable  deductions  must  be  made  from 
this  number;  77,270  of  such  servants  are  mechanics  who  work  in 
factories  owned  by  the  railway  companies ;  53,821  of  the  number  are 
clerks,  whose  avocations  are  not  such  as  to  expose  them  to  the  risks 
peculiar  to  railway  service.  If  these  two  classes,  amounting  together 
to  131,091  be  deducted  from  the  gross  number  employed,  and  if  also 
the  numbers  of  clerks  and  mechanics  killed  and  injured,  as  returned 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  are  deducted  from  the  total  numbers  of  railway 
servants  killed  and  injured,  out  of  the  remaining  403,050  railway 
servants  employed  in  the  year  1898,  499  were  killed  and  12,378 
injured.  This  gives  a  general  average  of  1*24  per  1,000  killed  from 
all  causes,  and  31  per  1,000  injured  of  railway  servants,  other  than 
clerks  and  mechanics,  during  the  year  1898. 

An  examination  of  the  causes  of  accidents  shows  that  the  occupations 
of  shunters,  goods-guards,  brakesmen,  and  permanent-way  men  are  the 
most  dangerous.  Out  of  the  23,964  goods-guards,  brakesmen,  and 
shunters  employed  in  1898,  1,327  were  injured,  or  one  in  every  IS 
me;i  employed  ;  whilst  of  shunters  alone  one  in  15  were  injured. 

It  must,  however,  be  noted  that  the  number  of  injuries  now  referred 
to  includes  only  those  occasioned  by  accidents  to  trains,  and  by  the 
movement  of  railway  vehicles.  From  other  causes,  of  the  above  classes 
of  men,  191  goods-guards  and  brakesmen,  816  permanent- way  men, 
and  107  shunters  were  injured  in  1898.  If  these  figures  are  added  to 
those  above  given,  it  appears  that  902  goods-guards  and  brakesmen, 
1,020  permanent-way  men,  and  723  shunters  were  injured  from  all 
causes,  thus  giving  6 1  goods-guards  and  brakesmen,  1 6  permanent- way 
men,  and  78  shunters  injured  per  1,000  of  those  employed. 

Whilst  the  number  of  fatal  accidents  grow  proportionally  less, 
the  lot  of  the  brakesmen  and  shunters  remains  as  perilous  as  ever.  In 
1872  there  were  three  times  as  many  fatal  accidents  as  in  1898  ;  but 
whilst  26  out  of  7,092  shunters  were  killed  in  1895,  47  out  of  9,244 
were  killed  in  1898. 

Automatic  Couplings. 
The  Commissioners  started  with  the  proposition  that  **  anything 
which  can  be  invented  and  used  on  the  rolling  stock  of  this  country, 
that  is,  used  for  goods  traffic,  which  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  the 
servant  going  between  the  trucks,  would  be  of  great  advantage  not  only 
to  the  railway  companies  but  to  the  servants  generally." 
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To  do  this  automatic  couplings  are  the  principal  means  suggested. 
The  history  of  automatic  couplings  in  this  country  is  set  out.  In  the 
United  States  all  cars  are  to  be  fitted  with  automatic  couplings  on  or 
before  January  1st,  1900.  On  July  1st,  1898,  70  per  cent,  were  so 
fitted. 

The  employment  of  such  couplings  has  materially  diminished  the 
number  of  accidents  to  railway  servants  in  the  United  States  whilst 
engaged  in  the  operations  of  shunting  and  coupling,  but  the  returns 
are  not  given  in  a  form  to  arrive  at  any  positive  result  as  to  the  exact 
diminution  which  has  taken  place.  Before  1893  the  system  of  coupling 
employed  in  the  United  States  was  more  dangerous  than  that  in  use 
in  this  country. 

But  the  successful  employment  of  automatic  couplings  in  the 
United  States  does  not  necessarily  establish  that  such  couplings  can 
be  adapted  to  the  wagons  in  use  in  this  country  :  there  are  many  ways 
in  which  the  conditions  materially  differ. 

The  Commission  recommend  : — 

(1)  That  railway  companies  should,  either  voluntarily  or  by  obliga- 
tion placed  upon  them,  proceed  forthwith  to  make  those  practical 
experiments  which  we  have  pointed  out  ought  necessarily  to  precede 
the  general  application  of  any  system  of  automatic  couplings ;  and 

(2)  That  the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  empowered  to  appoint  a 
Departmental  Committee  to  co-operate  with  the  railway  companies 
when  making  such  experiments,  and  to  consider  the  results  of  them 
when  made. 

A  number  of  recommendations  on  other  points  of  railway  working 
are  also  made. 

A  "  Dangerous  "  Trade. 

What  may  be  called  the  "  second  reading  "  finding  of  the  Com- 
mission ia  as  follows  : — 

*'  We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  deaths  occurring  and  the 
injuries  sustained  amongst  railway  servants  are  unnecessarily  great  in 
number,  and  can,  by  means  of  authoritative  action,  be  diminished." 

It  is  shown  first  of  all  that  certain  kinds  of  railway  work  are  more 
"dangerous"  than  some  of  the  trades  and  industries  already  con- 
trolled by  the  State  on  account  of  their  dangerous  nature : — 

I. — Railway  Worker 8. 

Killed  from  all   Injured  from  all 
Description  of  Labour.  Causes  per         Causes  per 

1,000  employed.  1,000  employed. 
Railway  servants  in  general,  excluding 
contractors'  men,  clerks,  and  me- 
chanics 

Goods  guards  and  brakesmen 
Permanent- way  men  or  platelayers  ... 
Shunters 

Men  porters  (railways)   


1-24 

31- 

292 

61- 

1-9 

16- 

508 

78- 

M5 

63- 
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11. — Trades  Already  Deemed  Dangerous.** 


Killed  Injured 

per  1,000.  per  1,000. 

Seamen  (merchant  service)                        6-2  Not  known. 

Coal  miners  (underground)   1*37  No  figures  avail- 
able for  purpose 
of  comparison. 

„        (surface)                              0*92  ditto 

Metalliferous  mines  (underground)  ...       1-34  ditto 

„             „     (surface)          ...       0*43  ditto 

Factories — Textile  (males)                        01  6*2 

„           „      (females)                    0*  2*7 

„        Non-textile  (males)       ...       0-2  13-8 

„              „        (females)     ...       0*  2- 

„        Extraction  of  metals  (males)      1*1  16*4 

„        Shipbuilding  (males)      ...       0  5  39*3 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  that  the  operations  in  the  railway  service 
carried  on  by  goods-guards  and  brakesmen,  permanent-way  men  and 
shunters,  represent  a  far  more  "  dangerous  trade  "  than  any  trade  or 
process  subject  to  State  control  except  merchant  shipping. 

The  Commission's  Recommendations. 
The  Commissioners  say : — 

"  We  therefore  think  that  the  Legislature  ought  to  invest  a  Department 
of  State  with  certain  powers  for  the  inspection  and  regulation  of  the  work 
done  by  shunters,  goods-guards,  brakesmen,  and  platelayers.  There  appear 
to  be  some  other  employments  and  methods  of  railway  working  which  may 
also  be  regarded  as  dangerous,  and  which  should  come  within  the  above 
provisions.  In  determining  the  extent  to  which  powers  should  be  vested  in 
the  State  Department,  we  think  great  assistance  may  be  derived  from  an 
examination  of  the  powers  which  already  exist  and  have  been  most  bene- 
ficially exercised  with  regard  to  the  great  industries  which  are  regarded  as 
dangerous. 

In  the  first  place  the  Department  should  be  enabled,  from  time  to  time, 
to  determine  what  portions  of  railway  working  should  be  regarded  as 
dangerous,  and  when  such  sections  of  railway  working  have  been  declared  to 
be  dangerous,  the  Department  should  have  power  conferred  upon  it  to 
inspect  such  working  and  to  make  senoral  rules,  or  give  specific  orders  in 
the  interests  of  safety.  But  we  think  that  the  two  latter  powers  should  be 
so  exercised  as  not  unduly  to  interfere  with  the  necessary  operations  of 
railway  companies,  and  that  there  should  be  an  appeal  as  hereinafter 
mentioned  against  such  general  rules  or  specific  orders  when  made. 

''Notice  of  such  general  rules  should  be  published,  and  copies  of  them 
served  upon  all  railway  companies,  and  notice  of  the  specific  orders  and 
directions  should  be  given  to  the  companies  to  which  they  apply. 

**It  will  also  be  necessary  to  confer  on  railway  companies  power  to 
enforce,  when  necessary,  any  order  or  regulation  affecting  them  against 
persons  using  the  railway. 

**  We  have  further  U)  recommend  that  the  Department  of  State  to  which 
the  exercise  of  the  above  powers  should  be  confided  should  be  the  Board  of 
Trade, 

*'Up  to  the  present  time  the  existing  supervision  and  regulation  of  rail- 
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ways  have  been  exercised  by  that  Department,  and  we  see  no  reason  why  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  not  have  the  extended  powers  herein  suggested  con- 
fided to  it. 

"If  this  view  be  entertained,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Railway 
Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade  should  be  substantially  strengthened. 
The  new  duties  imposed  upon  that  Department  will  entaU  considerable 
labour,  and  ought  to  be  exercised  with  much  care  and  after  much  considera- 
tion. We  think  that  the  officers  who  would  have  to  recommend  and 
supervise  the  carrying  out  of  the  regulations  affecting  the  working  of  rail- 
ways to  an  important  extent,  should  be  men  who  have  had  wide  experience 
in  the  management  of,  or  are  practically  acquainted  with,  the  operations 
carried  on  within  our  railway  system. 

*'  We  do  not,  however,  think  that  such  Department  should  have  vested 
in  it  any  absolute  or  final  power  to  determine  the  matters  above  referred  to. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  railway  companies  and  other  interests 
directly  affected  by  the  proposed  rules  or  specific  orders  should  have  the 
right  of  appeal  against  them. 

The  appeal  is  to  be  to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commissioners. 

"  Dead"  Buffers. 
The  Commission  recommend  that  a  period  be  fixed,  after  which  no 
dead  buffer  wagon  shall  be  allowed  to  be  used  on  any  railway,  and  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Commission  ten  years  will  be  a  fair  and  just  limit 
of  time  to  impose. 

Colliery  Sidings. 

When  a  railway  servant  is  killed  or  injured  on  a  colliery  siding  or 
line  cut  belonging  to  a  railway  company,  no  one  need  report  the  acci- 
dent ;  the  colliery  owners  because  the  man  is  not  their  servant,  the 
railway  company  because  the  accident  had  not  happened  on  their  line. 

The  Commission  recommends  that  all  accidents  to  railway  servants 
incurred  in  the  course  of  their  duty  on  private  railways  or  sidings 
should  be  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  railway  companies 
whose  servants  they  are,  and  that  the  Board  of  Trade  should  inquire 
into  snch  accidents.   


Final  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners 
London  Water,  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  Water 
Supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies.    [Cd— 25.]    Price  9d. 

The  Commission,  which  was  appointed  on  May  1st,  1897,  consisted 
of  Lord  Llandaff;  Mr.  J.  W.  Mellor,  Q.C ,  M.P.,  Sir  J.  E.  Dorington, 
M.P.,  Sir  G.  B.  Bruce,  Mr.  A.  de  Bock  Porter,  C.B.,  Major-General 
A.  de  Courcy  Scott,  Mr.  H.  W.  Cripps,  Q.C,  and  Mn  Robert  Lewis, 
all  of  whom  sign  this  report  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Cripps  and 
Major-General  Scott,  who  have  both  died  since  the  inquiry  was  begun. 

The  report  begins  with  a  statement  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
metropolitan  water  companies,  and  a  consideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  price  would  have  to  be  fixed,  should  purchase  of  the  com- 
panies' undertakings  be  decided  upon.  In  this  connection  the  conten- 
tions put  forward  by  the  London  County  Council  are  examined,  and 
with  regard  to  the  special  terms  of  arbitration  demanded  by  that  body 
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the  Commissioners  are  disposed  to  agree  with  the  opinion  expressed 
in  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  March  24th,  1896 — 
that  they  are  so  exorbitant  and  unreasonable  that  they  could  not  be 
conceded  by  the  Government  or  the  other  interests  concerned."  They 
assume,  therefore,  that,  if  the  policy  of  purchase  is  adopted,  the 
price  of  the  undertakings  will  be  determined  by  an  arbitration,  con- 
ducted on  the  lines  of  the  Lands  Clauses  Acts,  although  possibly,  in 
view  of  the  magnitude  of  the  undertakings,  a  different  constitution  of 
the  tribunal  may  be  adopted. 

Coming  to  the  present  and  prospective  requirements  of  water  for 
London,  the  Commissioners  express  their  belief  that — 

The  estimate  of  a  supply  of  120  million  gallons  a  day  from  the  Lea  and 
from  springs  and  wells  in  the  Lea  valley  and  in  Kent  is  one  that  may  be 
relied  upon  when  the  necessary  works  are  completed  ;  and  that  it  is  reason- 
able to  expect  that  an  additional  supply  from  the  chalk  in  Kent  and  in  the 
Thames  valley  may  be  obtained  to  supplement  the  supply  of  300  million 
gallons  a  day  from  the  Thames  and  to  suffice  for  the  needs  of  water  London 
up  to  1941." 

Admitting  the  attractiveness  of  the  scheme  of  bringing  water  from 
the  Welsh  mountains,  they  proceed  : — 

Assuming,  however,  that  this  water  will  prove  sufficient  in  quality  and 
quantity,  there  remains  the  fact  that  it  is  much  more  costly  than  the  supply 
from  the  Thames,  and  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  incur  this  extra  cost  now, 
as  the  supply  from  the  Thames  will  be  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality  up 
to  1941.  If  the  population  of  water  London  continues  to  increase  at  the 
rate  we  have  adopted  for  purposes  of  calculation,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
resources  of  the  Thames  will  be  more  severely  tried  after  1941,  and  the 
question  of  seeking  some  other  source  of  supply  will  assume  a  different 
degree  of  importance.  Nothing  but  experience  can  show  whether  towards 
the  middle  of  next  century  from  12  to  13  million  inhabitants  are  likely  to  be 
accumulated  within  the  area  we  are  dealing  with." 

As  to  the  advisability  of  concentrating  the  water  undertakings  in 
the  hands  of  one  authority,  they  say  : — 

Having  regard  to  the  prospective  requirements  of  supply  in  water 
London,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  desirable  that  the  undertakings  of  the 
water  companies  should  be  acquired  and  managed  by  a  public  authority. 
But  we  must  add  that,  if  the  purchasing  authority  is  required  to  provide  a 
sinking  fund  to  redeem  in  60  or  even  in  80  years  the  money  borrowed  to 
furnish  the  purchase  money  and  to  increase  the  water  supplies,  then  the 
administrative  advanbiffes  we  have  enumerated  will  be  accompanied  by  a 
deficit  in  the  income,  which  can  only  be  met  by  increasing  the  water  charges 
or  coming  upon  the  ratepayers  ;  and  if  the  purchasing  authority  provides  for 
future  requirements  by  bringing  water  from  Wales,  there  wiU  be  a  further 
deficit,  due  to  the  fact  that  expenditure  on  the  Welsh  scheme  must  he 
wholly  unproductive  for  ten  or  fifteen  years.  If  Parliament  thought  fit  to 
dispense  with  a  sinking  fund,  we  think  that  a  purchaser  would  be  able«  by 
mamtaining  the  present  water  charges,  to  pay  his  way,  and  that  the  growth 
of  the  water  revenue  would  render  it  possible  to  reduce  the  charges  for 
water  sooner  than  such  reduction  could  take  place  under  the  management 
of  the  companies  through  the  attainment  of  their  maocimnm  dividend  and  the 
payment  in  full  of  their  back  dividends.  Further,  that  reduction  would 
extend  to  the  New  River  district,  in  which  no  reduction  is  obligatory  so 
long  as  the  company  subsist  with  their  present  statutory  rights.'* 
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That  the  parchasing  authority  should  not  be  the  London  Oouu&y 
Council  they  conclude  on  tlie  ground,  among  others,  that  purchase  by 
it  must  necessarily  be  followed  by  that  severance  and  division  of  the 
works  of  supply  and  distribution  into  five  distinct  portions,  which 
seems  to  them  open  to  so  much  objection  as  to  be  practically  inadmis- 
sible. The  notion  that  several  authorities  should  become  the  purchasers 
they  also  summarily  reject,  since  they  think  that  whatever  advantage, 
financial  or  administrative,  can  result  from  purchase  will  arise  from 
the  amalgamation  of  the  sources  of  supply  and  the  means  of  distribu- 
tion in  one  hand.  They  then  proceed  to  decide  in  favour  of  a  Water 
Board,  and  put  their  suggestions  in  the  following  form  : — 

We  think  the  Water  Board  should  be  a  permanent,  and  not  a  fluctuating 
body,  consisting  of  not  more  than  thirty  members,  selected  on  account  of 
their  business  capacity  and,  if  possible,  their  knowledge  of  matters  connected 
with  water  supply  ;  and  so  constituted  as  not  to  give  a  preponderance  to  any 
d  the  conflicting  interests  concerned.  We  think  that  tlie  size  and  import^ 
Ance  of  the  area  to  be  dealt  with  takes  the  duties  of  the  Water  Board  out  of 
the  category  of  purely  municipal  or  local  funckir»ns,  and  makes  them  a 
matter  as  much  of  national  as  of  local  concern.  For  this  reason,  we  deem 
it  necessary  that  the  proceedings  of  the  board  should  be  brought  periodically 
and  automatically  under  the  observation  of  Parliament,  and  that  it  should 
include  delegates  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  orHerthat  the  influence 
of  the  Executive  Gk)vemment  should  be  continuously  felt.  The  London 
CtiuDty  Council  should  appoint,  say,  ten  members  of  the  board  ;  the  Conser- 
vatots  of  the  River  Thames,  four  members ;  the  county  councils  of  Middle- 
sex, Surrey,  Essex,  Hertford,  and  Kent,  the  Lea  Conservancy  Board,  and 
the  common  council  of  the  borough  of  West  Ham  should  each  appoint  two 
members,  and  the  Local  Government  Board  should  appoint  the  chairman 
and  vice^hairman.  .  .  .  The  chairman  and  vice-chairman  should  receive 
adequate  salaries ;  and  a  sum  should  be  allotted  annually  for  the  division 
among  the  other  members  of  the  board,  according  to  their  attendances,  as 
iff  now  done  in  the  case  of  the  Conservators  of  the  River  Thames.  The 
board  should  be  empowered  and  required  to  acquire  the  undertakings  of  all 
the  eight  metropolitan  companies,  either  by  agreement,  or,  failing  agree- 
ment, by  arbitration,  on  the  terms  usual  in  cases  of  compulsory  purchase, 
taking  ever  all  the  existing  powers  and  obligations  of  the  companies.  The 
WoQghs  of  Croydon  and  Richmond  appear  to  us  to  be  reasonably  entitled, 
if  they  desire  it,  to  be  made  independent  of  the  board,  and  to  supply  them- 
selves, takinz  over  any  works  of  distribution  in  their  district  belonging  to 
the  purchased  companies.  J  n  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  purchase,  the 
hoard  should  be  entitled  to  issue  a  3  per  cent,  stock  secured  on  the  water 
diarges  of  the  whole  water  area.  This  should  be  made  a  trustee  invest- 
ment, transferable  at  the  Bank  of  England." 

The  last  section  of  the  report  deals  with  the  question  whether 
additional  powers  of  control  should  be  exercised  by  local  or  other 
authorities  ;  and,  if  so,  what  those  powers  should  be.  By  **  control " 
the  Commissioners  mean  measures  by  which  the  due  perfonnanoe  of 
the  existing  statutory  obligations  of  the  companies  can  be  efliciently 
and  conveniently  secured  and  enforced.  On  the  question  of  taking 
water  from  the  Thames  when  in  flood  for  domestic  supply  they  coo- 
clade  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  impose  any  restriction,  and  that  it  may 
safely  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  engineers  of  the  companies  how 
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soon  after  flood  they  draw  water  from  the  river.  But  it  should  be 
imperative  on  the  companies  to  pass  water  drawn  from  the  river  into 
a  storage  reservoir  before  letting  it  on  to  the  filter  beds,  and  they 
think  that  the  reservoirs  provided  by  the  Staines  Joint  Committee, 
together  with  others  recommended  by  themselves  at  such  sites  as 
Walton  and  Hampton,  will  be  sufficient  for  purposes  of  subsidence  as 
well  as  of  storage.  They  do  not  consider  that  the  time  has  come  for 
detailed  regulations  about  filtration,  but  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Water  Examiner  should  have  the  right  of  entry  upon  every  part  of 
the  works  of  the  companies,  and  the  power  to  forbid  the  distribution 
of  water  from  any  filter-bed  he  may  find  defective.  That  similar 
powers  of  inspection  should  be  granted  to  local  authorities,  however, 
they  are  not  inclined  to  suggest.  Other  matters  considered  include 
pressure  of  the  mains,  observations  on  the  efiects  of  pumping,  waste 
of  water,  the  question  of  cisterns,  etc.  It  may  be  noted  that  the 
Commissioners  consider  the  recommendations  they  make  as  regards 
control  to  be  equally  applicable  and  desirable  whether  the  water 
undertakings  be  purchased  or  not.  {From  the  Timks.) 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 


The  "Hawkslby  Dossier." 

J.M.  (Oxford). — What  has  come  to  be  known  as  the  BLawksley 
dossier  was  published  in  the  Independence  Beige  of  January  8^.  The 
documents  are  admittedly  genuine,  and  are  said  to  have  been 
abstracted  from  Mr.  Hawksley's  papers  by  a  clerk  : — 

(Fairfield  to  Hawksley). 

Colonial  Oftice,  May  6th,  1896. 
I  can't  find  Meade's  draft  of  the  private  assurance  about  the  charter,  but 
there  is  Lord  Selborno's  version  of  it,  and  it  seems  to  me  the  same  thing. 
**The  assurance  is  strictly  private.  Nothing  is  intended  versus  the  charter 
pending  an  inquiry  (if  any)  after  judicial  proceedings."  You  are  aware  that 
Chamberlain  intends  to  enlarge  in  his  speech  on  the  advantage  of  develop- 
ment by  Company  to  development  by  Government  in  countries  like 
Matabelelaud.  Tou  are  aware  that  Chamberlain  wishes  the  aunouucement 
of  an  acceptance  to  be  made  by  the  Company,  and  before  Friday's  debate. 
Labby  evidently  does  not  intend  to  press  his  questions  to-morrow.  I  don't 
know  about  John  EUlis,  but  he  will  probably  also  not  press. — Yours  truly, 

E.  Faulfield. 

(Fairfield  to  Hawksley.) 

May  7th,  1896. 

Dear  Hawksley, — Referring  to  my  other  letter  of  to  day,  I  have  to  say 
that  if  the  Board  ariives  at  any  other  decision  than  that  of  immediate 
acceptance  of  resignations  and  immediate  publications  thereupon  my  letter 
of  yesterday,  in  which  I  quote  the  minute  of  Lord  Selborne,  is  withdrawn. 
It  is  simply  n%ii  et  y*att  avenu.  It  related  to  a  supposed  state  of  facts  which, 
in  the  event  contemplated,  will  be  non-existent. — Yours  truly, 

B.  FAiaFIBLD. 
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(Hawksley  to  Fairfield.) 

30,  Mincing-lane,  E.C.,  July  22nd,  189^. 

My  Dear  Fairfield, — Is  the  rumour  true  that  I  hear  to  the  effect  that 
the  Government  have  decided  the  appointment  of  a  Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  Jameson's  action  in 
December  last  ?  If  so,  I  suppose  it  will  be  possible  for  the  views  of  the 
director  to  be  to  some  extent  considered  in  appointinc^  some  of  the  members  t 
In  this  case  may  I  suggest  the  names  of  Carson,  Q.C.,  A.  C.  Cripps,  Q.C., 
George  Wyndhain  ?  Will  it  be  possible  to  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
with  you  the  terms  of  reference  to  the  Select  Committee  ? 

BouRCHiSR  F.  Hawkslky. 

[These  three  M.P.'s  subsequently  became  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee. It  does  not  follow  that  they  knew  the  circumstances  attending 
tiieir  selection.] 

(Hawksley  to  Beit) 
(Tel^;ram>— July  27th,  1896. 
To  Beit>  Prince's  Chambers,  Pall-mall. 

Just  come  in  and  find  your  telegram.  Have  seen  Bourke,  Wyndhto^ 
and  Fairfield.  Doing  all  possible  to  secure  Wyndham  as  well  as  Chartered 
Qomioee.  Regret  impossible  to  call  befoi*e  dinner,  but  shall  be  at  Burling- 
U)Q  between  eleven  and  twelve. — Hawksley. 

(Hawksley  to  Fairfield.) 
(Telegram)— August  1st,  1896, 
To  Fairfield,  7«  Park-place,  St.  James's. 

Best  thanks  for  note  and  all  your  trouble.  Let  me  know  any  diflionltaaa 
or  chaise  as  to  constitution  of  Committee.  Could  call  this  afternoon  if 
iwred.— Hawksley. 

(Hawksley  to  Jackson.) 

30,  Mincing  lane,  E.C.,  April  2nd,  1897. 

Dew  Sir, — I  send  you  memo,  about  Sir  John  Willoughby.  Will  you  pot 
^  pomts  in  this  memo,  to  him,  and  also  first  paragraphs  in  the  enclosed 
piatt  With  r^^ard  to  the  ofiicial  report  it  does  not  seem  necessary  that  this 
A<wld  be  read  throngh,  but  Sir  John  will  mark  certain  paragraphs  and  read 
^t>««.  I  am  giving  Mr.  Nicholson  further  [>rints  for  circulation  among  th^ 
C«imittee. — Believe  me,  ! 

BouRCHUB  F.  Hawksley.  ^ 

TotheiUght  Hon.  W.  La wies  Jackson,  M.P. 

(Bigham  to  Hawksley.) 

Goldsmith-building,  Temple,  August  7th,  1897. 

Dew  Mr.  Hawksley.— Can  Mr.  Charles  Leouard  come  down  to  ths 
B«ne  of  Commons  to-morrow,  at  five  o'clock  t  The  Committee  meet 
^nntely}  at  half-past  four,  in  Colonel  Legge's  room,  and  I  could 
Iteootrd  immediately  after  the  meeting  breaks  up. — ^Yours  tndy,  i  j 

John  C.  Biobam. 
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(Hawksley  to  Fairfield.) 

30,  Mincing-lane,  E.G.,  June  15th,  1896. 
My  Dear  Fairfield,— Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  9th  inst.,  you  will 
remember  my  letter  to  you  of  the  6th  inst.  covering  the  copies  of  cablegrams 
stated.  These  copies  were  sent  for  confidential  perusal  and  return.  I  de 
not  think  1  am  at  liberty  to  assent  to  any  use  being  made  of  the  copies  until 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Rhodes.  Shall  I  cable 
him  ?— Believe  me, 

BOUBCHIBR  F.  Hawkslby. 

(Hawksley  to  Maguire.) 
30,  Mincing-lane,  E.G.,  February  19th,  1897. 
My  Dear  Maguire, — As  far  as  I  can  trace  to-night,  but  without  exhaustive 
search,  you  and  Harris  cabled  Rhodes  August  13di,  1895.  Harris  and  Beit 
on  August  17th.  Beit  cabled  November  26th  and  28th,  and  of  course  you 
will  remember  your  telegrams  December  20th  and  2 1st.  I  think,  but  cannot 
be  certain,  that  Grey  and  Harris  both  sent  cable  August  2nd,  1^5«  and  you 
remember  on  November  4th,  1895,  Grey  registered  his  cable  address 
•*  Gothical,"  and  it  was  cabled  to  Cape  Town.  I  do  not  know  whether,  after 
the  receipt  of  this  cnble  advice,  Rhodes  did  at  any  time  cable  direct  to  Grey. 
I  need  not  say  that  very  many  of  the  cables,  although  sent  by  Harris,  were 
settled  in  consultation,  even  if  ultimately  sent  in  the  name  of  Harris  alone. 
I  will  consider  this  position  further  against  Monday. 

BouRCHiBR  F.  Hawkslby. 

(Hawksley  to  Earl  Grey.) 

30,  Mincing-lanc,  E.G.,  Feb.  20th,  1897. 

My  Dear  Grey, — Thanks  for  your  letter  of  the  9th  ult.,  which  I  read 
with  great  interest  You  will,  of  course,  have  heard  that  the  Committee 
was  reappointed,  and  hha  got  to  work.  I  send  yon  official  prints  of  the 
evidence  already  taken.  Rhodes  has  done  very  well,  and  I  think  will  oome 
out  on  top.  He  was  nervous  the  first  day,  though  his  evidence  was  good 
even  then.    Yesterday  he  was  simply  splendid. 

I  do  not  think  we  are  by  any  means  out  of  the  wood,  but  there  does 
seem  an  off-chance  of  the  plea  of  public  interest  being  recognised  and  the 
cables  of  the  last  half  of  1895,  or  rather  the  negotiations  of  that  period, 
not  being  disclosed,  though  I  am  bound  to  say  that  personally  I  think  the 
balance  of  probability  is  that  they  will  have  to  come  out. 

If  they  do  Mr.  Chamberlain  will  have  no  one  but  himself  to  thank.  I 
am  very  sorry  that  I  have  been  such  a  bad  correspondent,  but  reaUy  the 
work  and  anxiety  of  the  last  fifteen  months  or  nearly  two  years,  that  m 
since  Harris  came  to  England  on  the  subject  of  the  Protectorate  in  July, 
1895,  have  been  most  trying,  and  I  sometimes  fear  that  even  my  consti- 
tntion  wiU  not  stand  it  much  longer,  thou'^h  happily  1  am  still  very  well. 
1  will  try  and  write  you  more  fully  next  week. — Believe  me, 

B0URCUIB&  F.  Hawkslky. 

P.S. — Rhodes  has  received  your  letter  and  cable  about  Lawley. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grey. 

(Hawksley  to  Harris.) 
(Telegram)— February  16th,  1897. 
To  Dr.  Harris,  Adelphi  Hotel,  Liverpool. 

Just  received  your  wire,  which  I  do  not  understand.  You  and  I  onder- 
stand  and  appreciate  Jim  better  than  anyone  else.  We  must  not  increaac 
but  allay  any  feeling.  We  can  talk  of  this  when  we  meet  J.  and  R.  thw 
afternoon.— Ha  WKSLET. 
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(Jameson  to  Hawksley.) 
(Telegram) — Margate,  March  27tli,  1897. 
Handed  in  West  Post-offioe  at  9.21  p-m.    Reoeived  here  9.38  p.m. 
To  Hawksle/f  OliftonWlIe  Hotel,  Margate. 

Had  an  hour  with  Johnny.  He  will  be  all  right.  Wyndham  promises 
o<>t  to  leave  it  till  he  succeeds.    I  shall  be  back  on  Tuesday  morning. — 

[**  Johnny  ^  is  probably  8ir  John  Willoughby.] 


(Hawksley  to  Willoughby.) 
(T^egram) — Wednesday  Morning,  11  o'clock,  7th  April,  1897. 
To  Sir  John  Willoughby,  2,  Down-street,  Piccadilly. 

I  think  you  said  you  wore  coming  to  the  City  to-day.  Gould  you  and 
the  Doctor  come  to  me  here  at  or  after  four  ?  We  ought,  in  anticipation  of 
consultation  to-morrow,  to  have  strict  business  talk  without  interruption  by 
others.  I  think  I  see  way  out.  Please  wire  if  you  cannot  both  come. 
Shidl  I  find  you  both  in  and  alone  at  eleven  to-night  ? — Hawksley. 

(Telegram  to  Hawksley.) 

Funchal,  7th  April,  1897. 

To  Hawksley,  London. 

As  to  Frank's  letter,  all  I  know  is  that  in  Matabeleland  he  told  me  that 
in  his  letter  to  Jameson  he  ne^er  told  him  he  would  meet  him  at  Krugers- 
dorp.  He  said  they  all  in  Johannesburg  thought  Jameson  would  get  in 
without  opposition.  I  sometimes  think  dispatch  may  have  been  tampered 
with,  as  it  was  everything  to  delay  Jameson  at  Krugersdorp.  Show  this  to 
Frank  and  Philips. 

(Mrs.  R  chard  Chamberlain  to  Hawksley.) 

[Private].    39,  Cadogan -square,  London,  S.  W.    (No  date). 

Dear  Mr.  Hawksley, — So  many  thanks  for  yours.  I  knew  you  would 
feel  as  I  do.  We  owe  Allingham  a  great  deal,  and  must  give  the  brother 
any  (or  every)  help  we  could.  I  will  tell  him  to  make  an  appointment  to 
come  and  see  you  one  morning.    He  sails  at  the  beginning  of  next  month. 

I  quite  agree  with  you  that  very  little  good,  if  any,  can  be  done  with 
J.  C.  now.  He  knows  what  he  has  to  expect,  and  will  have  had  plenty  of 
time  to  think  it  over  by  the  time  C.  J.  R.  arrives. 

As  long  as  you  make  it  impossible  for  0.  J.  R.  to  give  away  Jameson  he 
will  be  loyal  to  him,  but  I  am  sure  from  what  I've  said  that  at  one  time 
Khodee  contemplated  sacrificing  the  Doctor.  The  Doctor  must  never  know 
Ms,  and  if  anyone  can  keep  Rhodes  up  to  the  mark  you  can. 

I  want  a  talk  with  you  one  day  about  the  Doctor's  future  to  see  what  you 
lliink  of  my  plan,  which  he  has  already  taken  kindly  to. 

You  do  not  know  how  grateful  I  am  to  you  for  all  you  have  done  for  him, 
but  I  think  you  can  perhaps  partly  understand  how  much  it  means  to  me  to 
feel  he  has  got  a  friend  like  you.  Can  I  come  and  see  you  one  morning, 
About  half -past  one  t— Tours  very  sincerely, 

R.  I.  Chambbrlain. 
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The  Magrazines  for  Februaiy. 


Thb  NiNBTBENTn  Ckntury  has  several  interesting  articles  on  the  war 
and  military  matters.  There  is  7%e  **  Con/tisian  worse  Con- 
^tmded"  at  the  War  Office,  by  the  late  Sir  George  Chesney  (with 
an  introduction  by  Mr.  Spenser  Wilkinson) ;  The  MUUia,  hy  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell,  Bart.,  M.P. ;  The  Militia  Ballot,  by  Viscoont 
de  Vesci;  and  Our  Peace  Training  for  War:  Guilty  or  Not 
Guilty  f  Sir  Algernon  West  (one  of  the  Commissioners)  discusser 
The  Tux>  Reports  of  the  Licensing  Commission,  The  Rev.  Father 
Clarke  writes  on  Dr.  Mivart  and  the  Continuity  of  Catholicism. 
Mr.  John  Macdonell,  C.B.,  discusses  NeuJtrals  and  the  War. 

Xbe  Contemporary  Review  is  a  particularly  strong  number.  The 
Hon.  Auberon  Hubert  has  an  article  on  the  war,  The  Tragedy  oj 
Errors,  which  everybody  ought  to  read,  whatever  view  they  may 
happen  to  hold  about  the  war.  "  Miles  "  writes  on  The  Lesstms 
of  the  War,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay  on  Foodstuffs  as  Contraband 
of  War.  The  Rev.  Wardlaw  Thompson  (of  the  London 
Missionary  Society)  discusses  Samoa,  and  Mr.  Philip  Alexander 
Bruce  The  American  Negro  of  To-^y.  Mr.  H.  W.  Massingham, 
in  A  Cry  for  Capacity,  bewails  the  backwardness  of  London 
administration  tested  by  and  compared  with  what  obtains 
elsewhere. 

Thb  Fortnightly  Review's  war  articles  are  The  War  in  South  A/rica 
(a  chronicle  with  map),  The  War  Office:  A  Retrospect  amd  n 
Forecast,  by  Major  Arthur  Griffiths,  and  Procrastination  and 
Parsimony^  by  Sir  George  Arthur.  The  Rev.  William  Greswell 
discusses  The  Dutch  Church  and  the  Boers.  Canon  MacCoU 
states  his  views  on  the  relation  between  The  Lambeth  Decision 
and  the  Law.  Other  articles  are  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barclay  on  A 
Lance  for  the  French,  and  by  Dr.  Scott  on  The  New  Bducatimi 
Office  and  the  Interests  of  the  Empire. 

Tub  National  Review  is  interesting  if  only  for  its  admirable  sum- 
maries : — Episodes  of  the  Month,  American  Affairs  (by  Mr. 
Moreton  C.  Bradley),  and  Greater  Britain.  "  An  Englishman  ** 
discusses  The  Causes  of  Reverse,  and  Mr.  Spenser  Wilkinson 
writes  on  War  and  Government.  Other  articles  are  by  Mr.  W.  R. 
Lawson  on  TJie  War  Chest  of  the  Boers ;  "  A  German  Jjady  "  on 
The  Present  Feeling  in  Germany  towards  England',  Mr.  H.  P. 
Harris  on  The  London  Housing  Problem ;  and  the  Rev.  Robert  F. 
Horton,  D.D.,  on  The  Roman  Danger. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  special  attention  of  those  subscribers  who  have  not  yet 
remitted  their  subscriptions  for  the  current  year  is  called  to  the  Third 
NoTiCB  which  will  be  found  attached  to  their  copy  of  this  number  of 
the  Magazink.  The  Department  would  be  greatly  obliged  if  those 
not  wishing  the  Magazine  to  be  sent  in  future  would  kindly  intimate 
this ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  remittances  should  be  made  at  once  by 
those  proposing  to  continue  their  subscriptions. 

Subscribers  wishing  to  have  their  Magazines  bound  can  have  them 
bound  by  the  Department  if  desired.  Cases  for  binding  the  last  and 
previous  volumes  can  also  be  had,  price  Is.,  post  free. 

As  in  former  years,  the  Department  will  be  represented  at  the 
Annual  Meetings  of  the  National  Liberal  Federation,  to  be  held  this 
year  (on  March  27th  and  28th)  at  Nottingham,  where  a  large  selection 
of  political  literature  will  be  on  sale. 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  the  War. 

"For  the  future  what  is  before  us?  The  prosecution  of  the  war  with 
vigour,  power,  and  success  ?  Yes,  but  more  than  that,  the  taking  of  such 
measures  as  may  protect  the  country  against  complications  that  may  arise, 
and  which,  if  they  do  arise,  shall  find  this  country  in  a  stronger  position. 
In  all  that  I  will  give  my  help  to  the  Government,  in  spite  of  the  criticisms 
I  have  passed  upon  them,  and  which  I  was  bound  in  honour  to  paa».  In 
spite  of  that,  I  should  like  for  the  future  to  give  to  the  Government  in  this 
question,  not  only  my  help,  but  my  confidence.  I  should  be  delighted  to 
reserve  all  differences  of  opinion  in  the  future  for  home  affairs ;  but  we 
can  have  no  confidence  in  the  Government  while  the  spirit  of  their 
speeches  is  such  as  that  I  have  criticised  this  evening." 

(2)  Mr.  Bryce  on  the  War. 

**  It  was  one  of  the  curses  of  the  position  into  which  we  had  got  that 
we  could  not  stop.  We  must  not  only  clear  the  two  colonies  of  the  hostile 
forces,  but  we  must  restore  our  military  reputation  ;  we  must  make  our 
strength  manifest  to  the  world ;  and  we  must  see  to  it  that  at  the  close  of 
the  war  there  was  not  a  state  ot  things  out  of  which  similar  troubles  could 
again  arise.  The  patriotism  which  the  country  had  displayed  would  be 
expressed  in  the  House  by  the  willingness  of  all  sides  to  vote  the  supplies 
which  the  Government  thought  necessary  for  the  occasion.  But  when  the 
time  came  for  a  settlement  in  South  Africa  we  must  show  a  change  of 
spirit  in  our  policy  ;  we  must  show  in  the  future  more  wisdom,  judraient, 
and  foresight  than  the  Government  had  displayed  in  the  past.  In  the 
return  to  the  better  principles  by  which  the  British  Empire  had  been  won 
lay  the  last  hope  of  recovering  the  trust  and  confidence  of  our  Dutch 
subjects  in  South  Africa,  and  of  placing  our  dominion  there,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  upon  the  best  and  surest  foundation." 

(3)  Mr.  Gk>schen  on  the  Navy  and  the  War. 

"  Some  organs  of  public  opinion  say  the  Government  have  done  nothing 
and  are  doing  notuing  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  the  country. 
How  do  they  Know  ?  They  cannot  know.  For  my  part,  so  far  as  our 
own  work  at  the  Admiralty  is  concerned,  I  do  not  intend,  to  use  a 
vulgar  idiom,  to  'make  a  splash.'  I  think  it  wiser  to  do  what  we 
have  to  do  quietly,  conscious  of  our  responsibilities,  looking  in  every 
direction,  and  weighing  the  pros  and  cons.  In  these  anxious  times 
there  is  no  decision  I  tiake,  either  administrative  or  executive,  when  I 
do  not  bear  in  mind  the  position  in  which  we  are  standing.  It 
would  be  criminal  not  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  on 
every  occasion  trumpet  forth  our  strength.  For  my  own  part,  so  strongly 
have  I  felt  the  impropriety  at  a  time  liKe  this  of  doing  so,  that  I  refrained 
during  the  whole  of  the  Kecess  from  making  any  speech,  except  a  few 
words  to  the  Volunteers  in  my  own  constituency,  because  I  was  anxious 
not  to  reveal  in  public  either  the  duties,  strength,  or  preparation,  or  any 
portion  of  that  which  appertains  to  the  Navy.  Being  on  tne  subject  of  the 
Navy,  I  may  perhaps  m  this  House  be  allowed  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the 
assistance  whicli  happily  the  Navy  has  been  able  to  give  to  the  Army.  In 
these  times  we  have  oeen  able  to  provide  them  to  a  certain  extent  with 
those  heavy  guns  which  have  arrived  so  often,  several  times  in  the  nick  of 
titne^  and  which  have  been  handled  by  bluejackets  in  the  style  in  which 
bluejackets  are  able  to  manage  their  guns." 
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1900 

Feb    1-— House  of  Lords.   Lord  Salisbuiy  and  the  Treasury. 

Personal  explanation  by  Lord  Salisbury. 


Mr.  Justice  Grantham  and  the  Dean  of 
Durham.  Statement  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor. 

Sir  William  Butler's  Despatch.  Speech  by  Lord 
Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.  Debate  on  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 
maurice's  amendment.  Speeches  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  Wjrndham,  and  (1)  Sir 
Edward  Grey. 


2. — House  of  Lords.    Maps  for  the  Army  in  South  Africa. 
Statement  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech— 
Address.  Discussion  of  Lord  Edmond 
Fitzmaurice'S  amendment.  Speeches  by  (2) 
Mr.  Bryce,  (3)  Mr.  Goschen,  (4)  Sir 
Edward  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Birrell. 


(4)  Sir  Edward  Clarke  on  the  War. 

The  Prime  Minister — who  was  the  man  in  whom  all  England  placed 
the  greatest  confidence — having  many  other  things  to  deal  with,  and  heing 
distressed  by  domestic  anxieties,  might  not  have  been  able  to  attend 
so  closely  to  this  matter  as  he  otherwise  would ;  but,  at  all  events, 
there  were  two  men — one  in  this  country,  the  Ck>lonial  Secretary,  and  one 
in  South  Africa,  Sir  Alfred  MUner— who  were  most  closely  associated  with 
the  beginning  of  this  war.  He  wished  that  the  highest  sentiments  of 
patriotism  would  induce  those  two  men  to  leave  to  others  the  positions  they 
now  filled.  He  believed  the  presence  of  those  two  men  would  be  a 
hindrance  to  a  settlement.  If  others  would  take  their  places  for  a  few 
weeks  or  months,  if  the  Prime  Minister  himself  would  take  under  his  own 
control  the  communications  of  the  Colonial  Office  with  South  Africa,  if 
Lord  Rosebery  would  give  his  services  and  go  out  to  South  Africa  himself 
and  deal  with  the  solution  of  the  difficulty — a  sacrifice  not  too  great  to  ask 
even  from  the  greatest  men  amongst  us  at  a  time  of  national  danger— he 
believed  the  country  would  have  reason  to  be  grateful." 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  the  Raid  and  the  War. 

"  Why  were  these  vast  preparations  made  by  the  Transvaal  ?  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  you  were  not  able  to  remonstrate  against  them 
or  to  make  preparations  against  them.  Why?  Because  of  the  raid.  Yes, 
sir,  the  curse  of  the  raid  hangs  round  us  still.  It  has  been  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  this  war.  The  raid  and  its  authors  have  been  ever 
since  the  evil  genius  of  South  Africa.  My  right  hon.  friend  the  late  Home 
Secretary  said  that  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  the  negotiations  was  that 
the  whole  atmosphere  was  poisoned  with  suspicion.  Yes  ;  but  what  intro- 
duced the  poisonous  suspicion  ?  It  was  the  raid.  It  was  the  conduct  of 
the  raid  itself  and  the  manner  in  which  the  raid  was  dealt  with." 


(2)  Mr.  John  Redmond  on  the  War. 

**  In  1881  Mr.  Pamell  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  attention  to  the 
Transvaal  war  and  move  that  in  the  opinion  of  that  House  the  Boers  by 
their  gallant  resistance  had  earned  the  right  to  their  independence.  To-day 
the  Nationalist  members  made  the  same  declaration.  They  desired  to  put 
their  ca|e  before  the  House  with  moderation,  while  admitting  frankly  that 
in  these  cases  they  were  prejudiced  by  an  antecedent  hostility.  At  the 
same  time,  he  contended  that  they  had  in  most  cases  been  right  in  the 
past.  They  were  not  influenced  one  whit  by  the  odium  that  might  come 
to  them ;  they  knew  that  they  were  a  small  minority— some  might  say  a 
contemptible  minority — but  they  knew  that  they  were  in  the  right.  They 
cared  still  less  for  the  threats  of  injury  to  the  cause  of  Home  Rule,  for  they 
were  profoundly  convinced  that  Ireland  had  nothing  to  lose  but  everything 
to  gain  by  raising  her  voice  on  the  side  of  justice  and  liberty." 


<3)}Mr.  Balfour  on  the  Patriotic  Fund. 

"  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  enough  detailed  knowledge  of  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Patriotic  Fund,  or  of  the  controversy  which  has  centred 
round  that  management  for  some  years  past,  to  be  able  usefully  to 
give  to  the  House  any  personal  opinion.  But  I  will  undertake  that 
some  consideration  shall  be  given  to  this  matter,  and  not  to  this  fund 
alone,  but  to  the  whole  question  raised  by  these  great  funds,  to  see 
whether  by  better  organisation  they  may  be  so  directed  as  to 
benefit  those  for  whom  they  were  intended  in  the  manner  whidi 
will  produce  the  maximum  of  good.  The  public,  both  at  the  time 
of  the  Crimean  war  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  present  war,  have 
shown  themselves  generous  beyond  hope  and  expectation  ;  and  I 
certainly  think  the  Government  and  the  House  ought  to  give  the 
public  every  assistance  in  their  power  for  the  purpose  of  securing  that  that 
generosity  shall  not  be  wasted,  and  that  their  efforts  shall  not  be  permitted 
to  be  fruitless." 
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1900. 

Feb.  5.— House  of  Lords.    Volunteer  Corps.    Speech  by  Lord 
Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech— 
Address.  Discussion  on  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 
maurice'S  amendment.  Speeches  by  (1)  Sir 
William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and 
Mr.  Courtney. 

6. — House  of  Lords.    The  Imperial  Yeomanry.  Statement 
by  Lord  Lansdowne, 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.    Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice's 

amendment  lost  by  352  to  139  (majority  213). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Asquith,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  {see  page  65),  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

York  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  resignation  of 

Lord  Charles  Beresford  (C). 
Mr.  G.  Faber  (C)    ...       -  6,248 
The  Master  of  Elibank  (L)      -       -  4.818—1,430 
Representation  unchanp;ed. 
1895.  1898  (By). 

Butcher  (O-  -  -  -  5,516  I  Beresford  (C)  -  -  -  5.659 
Lockwood(L)  -  -  -  5  309  Sir  C.Furness(L)-  -  5,643 
Pease  (L)    -    .    .    -    5,214  | 

»  7.— House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.  (2)  Mr.  John  Redmond's  Stop  the- 
War  amendment  lost  by  368  to  66.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  and  Captain  Bethell. 

M   8.— House  of  Lords.   Sutement  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech— 
Address.  Mr.  Kearley's  Patriotic  Fund 
amendment  discussed  and  withdrawn.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Powell  Williams  and  (3)  Mr. 
Balfour. 

Mr.  Weir's  Scottish   Deer  Forests  amendment 
lost  by  186  to  113  (majority  73.) 

Mr.  Clancjr's   Irish  Over-Taxation  amendment 
discussed. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  the  Convocation 
of  Canterbury  on  Voluntary  Schools.  {See 
page  90.) 

»   9.— House  of  Lords.  Her  Majesty's  Reply  to  the  Address. 
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(1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  Irish  Taxation. 

**  The  result  is  this— that,  whereas  the  Roval  Commission  reported  that 
the  proportion  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom  raised  in  Ireland  wa» 
one  in  eleven,  it  has  now  come  to  something  like  one  in  fifteen.  What  i^ 
the  answer  of  the  hon.  memher  for  Islington  ?  He  says  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain  has  enormously  increased,  ana  that  the  wealth  of  Ireland  has. 
diminished,  that  Ireland  is  a  poorer  country  than  she  was.  With  regard 
to  the  years  I  have  quoted  1  entirely  admit  that  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain  nas  largely  increased  ;  it  is  ohvious,  because  bj  far  the  main  part 
of  the  great  increase  in  revenue  in  Great  Britain  to  which  I  liave  referred 
is  arising  from  direct  taxation  levied  since  1893-94,  from  the  increase  of  the 
death  duties  ;  but  it  arises  also  from  an  increase  in  the  wealth  of  the 
country.  Neither  the  income-tax,  nor  the  death  duties,  nor  any  form  of 
direct  taxation  can  for  a  moment  fairly  be  argued  to  press  heaviljr  on 
Ireland.  The  hon.  member  says  Ireland  has  become  very  much  poorer  since 
1864 ;  that  is  not  my  view.  As  the  hon.  member  for  Thirsk  has  already 
point^  out  to  the  House,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase  since  that 
time  in  the  receipts  for  taxation  on  articles  of  indirect  taxation  in 
Ireland  ...  I  never  will  consent  to  anything  which  would  do  what  wa*fc 
suggested  by  the  hon.  member  for  North  Dublin — place  the  rich  man  in 
Irdand  in  a  better  position  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  income-tax  than 
the  rich  man  in  Great  Britain,  or  place  the  poor  man  in  Ireland  in  a  better 
position  >vith  regard  to  his  tea  and  tobacco,  his  beer  and  his  spirits  than  the 
poor  man  in  Great  Britain." 

2)  Mr.  Courtney  on  the  War. 

**  The  future  of  South  Africa  was  indeed  hopeless  if  that  future  was 
to  be  an  attempt  to  govern  the  people  by  force.  Those  people  had  shown 
their  right  to  exist ;  their  right  had  added  to  their  might,  and  had  made 
their  ri^t  double  and  treble,  and  their  might,  which  was  strengthened 
and  invigorated  by  their  right,  had  again  confirmed  their  right  to  in- 
dependence. Only  through  the  recognition  of  that  could  permanent 
peace  be  possible." 

Mr.  Wsrndhain  on  the  Army  Proposals. 

"  Now  the  first  (question  which  I  think  should  be  submitted  to  thi>i 
Committee  at  this  time  is  how  we  can  turn  the  auxiliary  forces  of  this 
country  to  the  best  account.  This  subject  has  exercised  a  great  deal  of 
public  attention  recently.  Writers  of  repute,  and  in  ucmie  cases  of 
authority,  have  urged  on  the  Government  recourse  to  some  measure  of 
modified  compulsion.  The  Government  do  not  propose  to  take  that  step. 
It  is  the  view  of  the  Government  that  these  writers  have  overlooked 
or  altogether  under-estimated  the  vast  volume  of  voluntary  effort  which 
has  been  offered  in  face  of  emergency  by  the  Militia,  by  the  Yeomanry,  hy 
Volunteer  corps,  and  by  civilians,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  eveiy 
part  of  her  Majesty's  dominions.  We  therefore  think  it  inexp^ient  even 
to  consider  any  recourse  to  compulsion  until  some  further  attempt  has 
been  made  to  develop  and  organise  these  Auxiliary  forces  in  time  of  peace. 
Our  task— and  I  put  this  as  plainly  as  I  can  to  the  Committee—is  not  to 
throw  the  whole  British  Army  and  Auxiliary  forces  into  the  melting  pot 
with  the  War  Office  into  the  bargain.  Nothing  could  be  more  foolish  at 
such  a  moment.  Our  task  is  to  meet  a  great  emergency  by  expedients. 
It  does  not  follow  that  all  these  expedients  must  he  temporary.  Our 
opinion  is  that,  wherever  possible,  these  expedients  should  form  integral 
parts  of  a  permanent  scheme,  and  that  wherever  that  is  not  possible — and 
m  many  cases  it  must  necessarily  be  so — that  they  should,  at  any  rate, 
provide  for  us  instructive  experiments  from  which  we  may  advance 
towards  permanency  such  a  scheme  as  would  provide  for  the  normal  require* 
ments  of  the  Empire  in  times  of  peace  and  yet  be  capable  of  expansion  in 
time  of  war  to  tne  limits  demanded  by  a  period  of  Imperial  danger." 
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0. 

.  9.--House  of  Commons  The  Queen's  Speech- 
Address.  Mr.  Clancy's  Irish  Over-Taxation 
amendment  lost  by  200  to  77  (majority  123). 
Speech  by  (1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
Mr.  Daly's  Irish  Land  Acts  amendment  lost  by  209 
to  75  (majority  134).  Mr.  Flavin's  Deportation 
of  Paupers  amendment  (discussed  and  withdrawn). 

Address  closed  and  agreed  to  by  229  to  39 
(majority  190). 

10.— University  of  London  By-Election,  consequent  on 
accession  to  peerage  of  Sir  John  Lubbock 
(LU). 

Sir  Michael  Foster  (U)     -       -       -  1,271 
Dr.  W.  J.  Collins  (L)       .       -       -  863—408 
Mr.  Busk  (U)   -       -       -       -       -  586 
Representation  unchanged. 

1880.  1886. 
Lowe  (L)    -    .    .    -    1,614  I  Lubbock  (LU)    -    -  1,314 


Charles  (C)-    -    -    -    1,535  |  Harrison  (L)   ...  516 

(2)  Mr.  Courtney  at  Birmingham  on  the  War. 
12.— House  of  Lords.   Statement  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Railway  Accidents  Bill 
and  Companies  Bill  introduced  by  Mr. 
Ritchie  and  read  a  first  time. 
Army  Supplementary  Estimates.  Statement  by 
(3)  Mr.  Wyndham.  Speech  by  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

Mid-Armag^h  By-Election  consequent  on  elevation  to 
Bench  of  Mr.  Dunbar  Barton,  Q.C.  (C). 

[r.  J.  B.  Lonsdale  (U)      -       -       -  3,212 
"   J.  Gordon,  Q.C.  (U)     -       -       -  1,811—1,401 
Representation  unchanged. 
1886  (By).  1886. 


Corry  (C)  -  -  -  3,930 
Dickson  (L)    -    -    -  2,974 


Corry  (C)  -  -  -  -  4,160 
Gardner  (N)  •    -    -  2,522 


13. — Rossendale  By-Election  consequent  upon  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  J.  H.  Maden  (L). 
Mr.  W.  Mather  (L)     -       -       -       -  5,936 
Dr.  Kingsbury  (C)      -       -       -       -  4,564—1,372 
Representation  unchanged. 
1892  (By).  1892. 


Maden  (L).  -  -  6,066 
Brooks  (C).    .    -    -  4,841 


Maden  (L).  -  -  -  6,058 
Sparrow  (LU).    -    -  4,334 
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(1)  Lord  Bosebeiy  on  the  Situation  created  by  the  War. 

**  But  vou  say,  '  This  is  not  a  great  crisis  like. that.  That  was  a  matter 
of  life  and  deAtn.'  I  say  this  is  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  I  completely 
adopt  the  words  of  the  noble  lord  opposite.  I  do  not  think  the  Govern- 
ment have  the  faintest  notion  of  how  in  the  country,  in  the  streets,  in  any 
place  where  men  congregate,  the  feeling  of  crisis,  of  overburdening  criBis, 
of  constant  danger  is  present  to  the  minds  of  the  people.  This  is  a  matter 
of  life  and  death.  Suppose — take  the  hypothesis  for  one  moment,  though 
we  will  not  admit  it  for  more  than  a  single  instant — that  yon  should  not 
be  victorious  in  this  war.  You  lose  South  Africa.  You  could  not  show 
•  your  face  in  South  Africa.  You  lose  the  principal  colony  of  your  Empire, 
you  lose  the  most  important  base  you  have  outside  these  islands.    But  if 

}rou  lose  South  Africa  you  lose  a  great  deal  more  than  that.  The  noble 
ord— I  again  t^uote  his  testimony — pointed  out  that,  this  Empire  resting 
largely  on  prestige,  these  colonies  that  have  come  so  enthusiastically  to 
our  support  have  done  so  because  they  believe  they  are  associating  them- 
selves with  the  most  powerful  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen.  If  yon 
deprive  them  of  that  feeling  the  life  of  your  Empire  is  short.  You  will 
be  shut  up  in  these  islands,  one  of  which  I  fear  does  not  love  you,  and  your 
Empire  outside  these  islands  will  break  away  from  you,  and  where  it  is 
without  defence  it  will  fall  a  prey  to  other  nations.  In  the  meantime,  yon 
alone  w^ith  your  Fleet  will  be  in  the  midst  of  a  Europe  which  has  many 
scores  to  pajr  off,  and  will  lie  only  too  ready  to  pay  them  off.  If  that  ble 
not  a  crisis,  if  that  be  not  a  matter  of  life  and  death,  I  know  not  what  is." 

(2)  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  Burden  of  Empire. 

"  How  does  colonial  expansion  in  South  Africa  increase  our  responsi- 
bilities? Wliat  great  burden  has  it  thrown  on  our  Army  system? 
Although  we  did  not  know  it,  and  it  was  concealed  from  us  and  the  most 
expert  military  critics,  inside  and  outnide  the  War  Office,  and  even  the 
omniscient  baronet  the  member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean— none  of  them 
ever  suggested  that  one  reason  why  we  should  augment  our  military  forces 
in  this  country  and  keep  them  in  the  highest  state  for  immediate  action 
was  that  we  had  on  our  borders  a  not  friendly,  but  very  powerful,  military 
State  in  the  shape  of  the  Transvaal  Republic.  A^ain,  surely  that  shoiA-s 
that  these  military  responsibilities  date  from  nothing  which  has  occurred 
of  recent  years,  but  from  that  initial  operation  by  which  we  became 
possessed  of  our  colonies  in  South  Africa.  Then  there  is  one  other  part  of 
the  world  in  which  we  must  contemplate  an  increasing  burden  of  military 
responsibility,  or,  at  all  events,  a  burden  which  time  is  not  likely  to  lessen, 
ana  that  is  India.  Is  the  military  burden  which  India  throws  upon  us  due 
to  recent  expansion  ?  Is  that  due  to  the  aggressive  policy  of  this  party  or 
that  ?  Is  it  due  to  the  greedy  appetite  of  J  ohn  Bull  for  more  territon-  ? 
No,  Sir.  It  arises  from  the  inevitable  progress  of  events  in  Asia,  the 
character  of  which  is  well  known  to  the  House.  That  burden  of  military 
responsibility  I  boldly  say  lias  nothing  whatever  to  do,  is  not  even  re- 
motely connected  with,  any  expansion  of  the  Empire  which  has  taken  place 
within  the  memory  of  man  Well,  then  surely  it  was  unnecessary  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  to  drag  these  anti-lm|>erialist  ideas  into  the  present 
discussion.  If  he  believes,  aw  I  believe  he  does,  that  our  responsibilities  in 
Egypt  are  there  and  must  be  rectogiiised,  if  he  tells  us,  as  I  believe  he 
would  tell  us,  that  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to  maintain  against  the 
possibility  of  warlike  aggression  our  colonies  in  South  Africa,  if  he  tells 
us,  as  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  tell  us,  that  our  Indian  Empire  must  be 
safeguarded  against  the  possibility  of  aggression,  then  he  agrees  with  us 
that  the  many  divisions  of  our  Empire,  all  the  most  burdensome  in  a 
military  sense  of  our  responsibilities,  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  ex- 
pansion of  which  he  complains,  but  are  based  deep  upon  incidents  in  the 
nistory  of  the  Empire  ;  they  are  roote<l  in  the  past  and  nave  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  any  recent  transactions  for  which  this  Government  or  our 
immediate  predecessors  are  responsible. " 
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1900. 

Feb.  13.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply.  Army  Supplementary 
Estimates,   Speech  by  Mr.  G.  Wjrndham. 

„  14.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Tally's  Local  Govern^ 
ment  (Ireland)  Act  {1898)  Amende 
ment  Sill  refused  a  second  reading  by  216 
to  126  (majority  90).  Speech  by  Mr.  John 
Atkinson. 

Bust  of  Mr.  Gladstone  unveiled  at  the  Oxford  Union. 

Mr.  Balfour  at  King's  College  on  Scientific  Training. 

„  15.— House  of  Lords.  Money-lenditig  Bill  read  a 
first  time. 

The  Military  Policy  of  the  Government 
Speeches  by  Lord  Dunraven,  (i)  Lord 
Rosebery,  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Kim- 
berley,  and  Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons  The  Supply  Sessional  Order. 

Mr.  Strachejr's  amendment  to  increase  number 
of  days  allotted  to  Supply  from  20  to  22  lost  by 
230  to  136  (majority  94). 

Supplementary  Army  Estimates  Vote  of 
120,000  men  carried  by  239  to  34  (majority  205). 
Speech  by  Mr.  Wyadham. 

»  16.— House  of  Lords.  The  Patriotic  Fund.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Nelson,  the  Duke  of  Cambridge,  and 
Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply.  Army  Supplementary 
Estimates.  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  (see  page  73)  and  (2)  Mr.  Balfour. 
Vote  closured  and  agreed  to  by  213  to  32 
(majority  181). 

Plymouth  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  retirement  of 
Sir  Edward  Clarke,  Q.C.  (C).  Unopposed 
return  of  Hon.  Ivor  Guest  (C). 

Representation  unclianged. 
1895.  1898  (By). 

Clarke  (C)  -    -    -   -    5,575    Mendl  (L)  ....  5,968 
Harrison  (L)    -    -   -    5,482    Guest  (C)    -    .    -    -  5,802 
Hubbard  (C)    -   -    -  5,456 
Mendl  (L)    -   -   -   -  5,298 
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(1)  Sir  H.  Fowler  on  the  Wax. 

"  He  would  give  in  one  sentence  the  points  on  which  he  was  dissatisfied 
and  which  influenced  hun  in  giving  the  vote  which  had  been  represented  as 
a  change  in  his  attitude  with  respect  to  the  war.  He  thought  that  notice 
ought  to  have  been  taken  of  the  armaments  of  the  Boers,  that  explana- 
tions should  have  been  demanded,  and  these  having  been  given  the 
frontiers  of  the  Cape  Colony  and  Natal  should  have  been  put  into  a  state  of 
defence.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  sufficiency  of  the  cavalry,  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  land  transports,  and  the  selection  of  sea  transports.  He 
had  regretted  the  delay  in  accepting  colonial  forces,  and  above  all,  and 
notwithstanding  Mr.  Wjrndham  s  bruliant  and  almost  convincing  defence, 
he  thought  that  our  artillery  was  deficient  in  quantity  and  inferior  in 
quality  to  that  possessed  by  the  enemy.  Lastly,  ne  thought  that  blame 
was  due  for  that  political  interference  with  military  operations  which  had 

S reduced  the  entanglement,  he  hoped  we  would  not  have  to  say  the 
isaster,  of  Ladysmith.  But  those  questions  in  no  way  affected  the  great 
issue  at  stake.  We  must  dismiss  as  unworthy  of  notice  the  ridiculoos 
allegations  that  we  are  contending  merely  for  a  five  or  a  seven  years' 
franchise,  for  the  redress  of  certain  grievances,  or  for  some  one  point  in 
the  negotiations  which  diplomacy  might  have  aid  justed.  That  army,  which 
their  guests  that  night  were  to  join,  was  fighting  neither  for  gold  nor  for 
territory,  but  to  resist  and  to  defeat  a  supremacy  which,  if  victorious, 
would  he  a  standing  menace  and  a  ceaseless  danger  to  Great  Britain." 


(2)  Lord  Kimberley  on  the  New  Diplomacy* 

In  the  present  circumstances  it  was  an  absolute  duty  of  the  Opposition 
to  call  attention  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Government,  and  there  was  not 
a  single  member  of  the  party  wno  doubted  that  the  Government  had 
shown  neither  knowled^,  nor  judgment,  nor  foresight,  and  had  no  notion 
that  the  Boers  could  bring  such  powerful  forces  into  the  field.  The 
Government  knew  no  more  of  these  essential  facts  than  the  man  in  the 
street.  It  was  incredible  that  there  should  have  been  such  ignorance.  It 
was  for  her  Majesty's  advisers  to  tell  the  country  what,  in  their  judgment, 
ought  to  be  done,  and  they  were  without  excuse  in  not  having  formed  a 
distinct  policy  and  ask^  Parliament  for  what  they  deemed  necessary  for 
the  emergency.  Did  the  new  diplomacy  display  judgment  in  these  matters? 
For  his  part  he  would  rather  be  swathed  in  red  tape  than  conduct  delicate 
negotiations  in  the  manner  in  which  they  were  carried  on  by  the  present 
Government.  The  new  diplomacy  which  was  practised  was  of  such  a  nature 
as  must  brin^  calamit^r  to  the  country.  The  old  diplomacy  avoided  all 
Icuiguage  which  could  irritate,  especially  if  the  other  party  were  Imown  to 
be  strong  and  a  dangerous  enemy  in  the  event  of  war.  It  would  care- 
fully, in  such  circumstances,  have  avoided  the  policy  of  bluff.  None  of 
this  foresight  was  displayed  by  the  Government.  In  face  of  the  policy 
which  was  actually  pursued  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Uiey 
should  exercise  to  tne  full,  and  without  curtailment,  the  right  of  free 
speech." 


<3)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

**  With  respect  to  the  question  which  he  asks  me,  I  have  no  difficulty  in 
nving  him  a  very  complete  answer.  We  have  no  enga^ment  with  any 
Fewer  whatever  with  respect  to  the  course  to  be  taken  with  regard  to  the 
Boer  Republics,  and  no  Power  has  either  asked  or  suggested  to  us  to  enter 
into  any  such  arrangement." 
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16. — Newark  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  accession  to 
peerage  of  Lord  Newark  (C). 

Sir  Charles  Welby  (C)    -       -       -  5,162 

Mr.  H.  Y.  Stanger  Q.C.  (L)    -       -  2,871—2,291 

Representation  unchanged. 

1885.  1886, 1892, 1895,  and  1898  (By). 

Newark  (C).  -  -  -  5,823  Newark (C)  and  Finch  Hatton  (C) 
Earp  (L)     -    -    -    -    3,513  Unopposed. 

(1)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  Wolverhampton  on  the  War. 

19.  — House  of  Lords    Volunteer  Rifle  Ranges.    The  Militia. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply.  Report.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Wyndham. 

20.  — House  of  Lords    Balloting  for  the  Militia.  Lord 

Wemyss's  motion  lost  by  69  to  42  (majority  27). 
Speeches  by  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Kim- 
berley,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  Lord 
Rosebery,  and  Lord  Salisbury.  {See  page  72.) 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas's  motion  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  Jameson  Raid  lost  by  286  to 
152  (majority  134).  Speeches  by  Mr.  S.  T. 
Evans,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Sir  W.  Harcourt, 
Sir  H.  Campbell -Bannerman,  and  Mr. 
Balfour.    {See  page  67.) 

21.  — House  of  Commons.  Consolhiated  Fund  {No.  1) 

Sill  passed  through  Committee. 

Mr.  Crean's  IrUh  Evicted  Tenants'  Bill 
refused  a  second  reading  by  232  to  136  (majority 
96).  Speeches  by  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr. 
Dillon,  and  Mr.  John  Atkinson. 

(2)  Lord  Kimberley  at  the  National  Liberal  Club  on 

the  War. 

22.  — House  of  Lords.   Maney-lending  Bill  read  a 

second  time.  Speech  by  Lord  JameS  of 
Hereford. 

Statement  by  (3)  Lord  Salisbury  as  to  Settlement 
of  South  Africa. 
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(1)  Mr.  Balfonr  on  the  Cromwell  Statue. 

"I  have  been  accused  of  inconsistency  because  I  resisted  public  money 
being  given  to  erect  a  public  statue  to  Cromwell  in  1895,  while  assenting 
now  to  some  one  else  giving  a  statue  out  of  his  private  means,  to  be  erectea 
within  the  precincts  of  the  House.  I  believe  there  is  not  one  shilling  of 
public  money  being  expended  on  this  statue,  and  I  confess  I  do  think  it 
would  be  carrying  these  ancient  political  feuds  very  much  too  far  if  we 
were  to  forbid  private  generosity  to  erect  a  statue  to  a  great  Englishman. 
There  is  hardly  any  action  for  wiiich  the  Restoration  Government  has  been 
more  bitterly  and  perhaps  more  justly  attacked  than  that  of  desecrating 
Cromwell's  grave,  taking  up  his  ashes  and  scattering  fhem  to  the  Avinds. 
{An  Irish  meftiber:  *Then  what  about  Uie  Mahdi?*)  Well,  sir,  they  did 
that  deed  under  the  bitter  memories  of  wrong  scarcely  healed  over,  and  of 
wounds  which  were  still  green  and  fresh.  Are  we  to  do  something  parallel 
two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  Cromwell  passed  away  ?  Are  we  to  be 
so  mindful  of  any  error  he  may  have  committed  that  even  now  we  cannot 
tolerate,  within  fifty  yards  of  this  House,  a  statue  of  a  man  who 
was  supreme  governor  of  this  country  for  many  years,  and  a  man  who 
showed  great  ability — a  man  to  whom,  however  we  place  him  in  the 
hierarchy  of  English  worthies,  no  one  denies  the  title  of  a  great  man  ?  " 

(2)  Mr.  Asquith  on  Liberalism. 

"He  believed  tliat  an  examination  of  the  differences  of  Liberals  on  the 
subject  of  Imperialism  would  show  these  differences  to  be  much  more 
differences  of  words  than  of  things.  At  any  rate,  whatever  they  were,  let 
theni  talk  them  over  and  thresh  them  out  in  friendly  conferences.  Some 
people  talked  as  if  the  British  Empire  was  actually  ori^nated  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  or  started  by  him  as  a  going  concern  ;  out  Uiey  knew  that 
the  British  Empire  was  a  living  organism,  that  it  had  been  a  plant  of 
slow  growth,  that  it  had  been  nurtured  and  matured  upon  Liberal  ideas. 
The  colonies  mi^ht,  in  the  past,  have  complained  of  the  reticence  and 
coldness  of  the  Liberal  party.  Let  the  Liberal  party  see  that  in  future 
there  was  no  cause  for  such  complaint.  It  was  one  thing  to  shout  about 
the  Empire  ;  it  was  another  to  maintain  its  real  strength  and  honour. 
What  were  the  methods  by  which  that  end  was  to  be  reached  ?  Were  they 
methods  about  which  there  was  in  the  Liberal  party  any  real  or  genuine 
difference,  of  opinion  ?  He  did  not  believe  it.  A  wise  and  considerate 
diplomacy  whicn  neither  vacillates  nor  blunders,  which  had  the  faculty  of 
presenting  a  case  in  such  a  way  as  to  appeal  to  the  understanding  and 
sjrmpathy  of  the  world  at  large,  not  at  one  moment  boasting  of  isolation, 
and  at  the  next  moment  advertising  for  alliances,  making,  above  all, 
liberty  and  justice  the  touchstone  of  policy  in  the  Empire  and  its  external 
arran^ments— those  were  the  methods  which  had  not  been  conspicuously 
exhibited  of  late,  and  yet  as  to  whose  supreme  importance  the  Liberal  party 
were  entirely  at  one.  In  these  methods  lay  the  only  hope  for  the  future 
honour  of  our  Empire.  Was  there  any  reason  why  Liberals  should  not  unite 
together  as  one  man  to  do  all  that  in  tneir  power  lay  to  make  them  prevail?" 

(3)  Mr.  Burt  on  Miners'  Eight  Hours. 

"  He  had  seen  the  hours  reduced  considerably  during  the  intervening 
years,  but  the  reduction  had  been  effected  mainly  through  negotiation,  with 
the  assistance,  to  some  extent,  of  legislation.  In  the  north  of  England 
great  efforts  had  been  made  to  reduce  the  hours  of  labour,  and  in  liis  opinion 
they  had  been  retluced  to  the  lowest  possible  limit  consistent  with  the 
double-shift  system.  That  system  worked  admirably  with  the  great  mass 
of  workmen  throughout  the  two  counties  of  Northumberland  and  Durham. 
It  was  satisfactory  to  the  employers  and  to  the  workmen.  He  admitted  that 
it  was  not  an  ideal  system,  and  he  should  like  to  see  the  hours  of  the  boys 
further  reduced.  But  he  did  not  think  that  Uiis  Bill  would  attain  that  end. 
.  .  .  While  he  would  gladly  see  the  hours  of  the  boys  reduced,  he  thought 
they  could  not  reduce  the  hours  of  labour  further  at  itid  present  time  without 
introducing  greater  evils  than  those  they  were  endeavouring  to  remove." 
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1900. 

Feb.  22.— House  of  Commons  Tithe  RenUCharge  Ire^ 
land  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Atkinson  and 
read  a  first  time  by  209  to  132  (majority  77). 

Hofising  of  the  Working  Classes  {Act) 
1890  Amendment  BiU  introduced  by 
Mr.  Chaplin  and  read  a  first  time.  Speech  by 
Sir  Walter  Foster.  {See  page  79.) 

Consolidated  Fund  {No  1)  Bill  read  a 
third  time  by  274  to  33  (majority  241). 

Civil  Service  Supplementary  Estimates. 

„  23. — House  of  Lords.   Royal  Assent  to  Consolidated 
Fund  {No.  1)  Bill. 

House  of  Commons.     Civil  Service  Estimates.  Mr. 

McNeiirs  amendment  in  protest  against  the 
erection  of  the  Cromwell  Statue  lost  by  221 
to  53.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Mr. 
Gladstone,  and  (1)  Mr.  Balfour. 

Discussion  on  Lead  Poisoning  in  Potteries,  Slavery 
in  Zanzibar,  and  the  Work  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

„  24.— (2)  Mr.  Asquith  at  Oxford  (Eighty  and  Russell  Club 
Dinner)  on  Liberalism  ana  on  the  Party  System. 

,.  26.— House  of  Lords.   Statement  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Navy  Estimates.  Annual 
Statement  by  Mr.  Goschen.  Speech  by  Sir 
U.  Kay-Shuttleworth. 

I,   27.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  The  !Navy  Estimates.  Speech  by 
Mr.  Macartney. 

South  Mayo  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  retirement 

of  Mr.  Michael  Davitt  (N). 
Mr.  O'Donnell  (N)  -       -       .       -  2,401 
Major  M'Bride  (N)  -      -      -      -  427—1,974 
Representation  unchanged. 
1885.  1886  and  1892. 


O'Brien  (N)  .  -  -  4,900 
Malley(C)  ....  71 


O'Brien  (N)  Unopposed. 
1895. 

Davitt  (N)  Unopposed. 

28.—  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis's  Mines 
{Might  BTours)  Billf  rejected  on  second 
reading  by  199  to  175  (majority  24).  Speeches 
by  Sir  J.  Joicey,  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  and 
(3)  Mr.  Thomas  Burt 
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[March.  1900. 


THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

January-February,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  since  the  meeting  of 
Parfiament  on  January  30th,  1900,  to  February  28th,  1900. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note. — In  thefoUotoing  list  of  the  chief  divisions  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
ihe  number  of  the  minority  {whether  *'  For  "  or  **  Agaiwt ")  in  a  division  is 
always  put  first  for  the  sake  of  convethience.  When  the  division  is  an  **official** 
one,  (i.e.)  when  the  Government  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  TeUers^  the 
word    For"  or     Against**  as  the  case  may  be,  is  given  in  italics.] 


January  30th,  1900  {Division  No.  1).— On  the  Motion  by  Mr. 
Balfour : — 

**That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  other 
Peer  or  Prelate,  not  being  a  jreer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected,  and  not 
having  declined  to  serve  n>r  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
to  concern  himself  in  the  Election  of  Members  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  elections  in  Great 
Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a  candidate,  or  by 
himself,  or  any  others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for  any  Lord 
Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  Commission,  to  influence  the  Election  of  any  Member  to 
serve  for  the  Commons  in  Parliament." 


February  6th,  1900  {Division  No,  3).--0n  Lord  Edmond  Fitz- 
maurioe's  Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

But  we  humbly  express  our  regret  at  the  want  of  knowledge,  foresight^ 
and  judgment  displayed  by  Tour  Majesty's  advisers,  alike  in  their  conduct 
of  South  African  affairs  since  1895,  and  in  their  preparations  for  the  war  now 
proceeding." 


I. — Peers  and  Parliamentary  Elections. 


Against,  103  ;  Far,  336. 


IL — Sooth  African  Affairs. 


For,  141  ;  Against,  354. 
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III. — Fob  Stopping  thb  War. 

February  7th,  1900  {Division  No.  4).— On  Mr.  John  Redmond's 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

But  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  the  time  has  come 
when  the  war  at  present  being  waged  in  South  Africa  should  be  brought  to  a 
doee,  on  the  basis  of  recognising  the  independence  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State." 

For,  68 ;  Against,  370. 

IV. — Scottish  Croftbrs. 

February  8th,  1900  {Diinsion  No,  5).— On  Mr.  Weir's  Amend- 
ment in  favour  of  an  extension  of  the  Crofters'  Act,  1886,  and 
expressing  regret  that  there  was  no  mention  in  the  Queen's  Speech 
of  the  settling  of  Highland  Crofters  on  certain  forests  and  grouse 
moors  capable  of  profitable  cultivation. 

Far,  115;  Against,  188. 

V. — Taxation  op  Irblamd. 

February  9th,  1900  {Division  No,  7.)— On  Mr.  Clancy's  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  demanding  the  early  attention  of  Parliament  to 
Uie  alleged  over  taxation  of  Ireland. 

For,  79  ;  Against,  202. 

VL — Irish  Land  Question. 

February  9th,  1900  {Division  No,  8).— On  Mr.  Daly's  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  complaining  of  the  unsatisfactory  working  of  the 
Irish  Land  Acts,  and  recommending  the  creation  of  a  peasant 
proprietary. 

For,  77  ;  Against,  211. 

VII. — Irish  Local  Qovernmbnt. 

February  Uth,  1900  {Division  No,  12).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amend- 
ment Bill. 

For,  128;  Against,  218. 

VIIL — Army  Incrrase. 

February  15th,  1900  {Division  No,  15).— On  Mr.  Wyndham's 
Motion : — 

''That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces,  not  exceeding  120,000  all  ranks, 
be  maintained  for  the  service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  at  Home  and  Abroad  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of 
March,  1900." 

Against,  36  ;  For,  240. 
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IX.— Thr  War  Bill. 

February  16th,  1900  {Division  Ho.  21).— On  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach's  Motion  : — 

**That  towards  making  good  the  Supply  granted  to  Her  Majesty  for  the 
service  of  the  year  ending  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900,  the  sum  of  £13,000,000 
be  granted ^ut  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom." 

Against,  34 ;  For,  226. 

X. — Tub  Jameson  Raid. 

February  20th,  1900  {Division  Ifo.  29).— On  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas's 
Motion : — 

That  it  is  expedient  that  a  full  enquiry  be  made  into  the  origin  and 
circumstances  of  the  conspiracy  against  the  Transvaal  Government,  and  of 
the  incursion  into  the  South  African  Republic  by  an  armed  force  in  1895. " 

For,  154 ;  Against,  287. 

XI. — Irish  Evicted  Tenants. 

February  21st,  1900  {Division  No.  31).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Evicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill. 

For,  138  ;  Against,  234. 

XII. — Irish  Tithe  Rbnt-Chargk. 

February  22nd,  1900  {Division  No.  32).— On  Mr.  J.  Atkinson's 
Motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  tithe 
rent-charge  in  Ireland. 

Against,  132  ;  For,  210. 

XIII. — The  Cromwell  Statue. 

February  23rd,  1900  {Division  No.  36).— On  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill's 
Motion  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  First  Commissioner  of  Works,  as  a 
protest  against  the  erection  of  a  statue  to  Oliver  Cromwell. 

For,  55 ;  Against,  223. 

XIV. — Electric  Lighting  in  London. 

February  26th,  1900  {Division  No.  41).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial  Electric 
Lighting  Bill. 

For,  107;  Against,  149. 

XV. — Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill. 

February  28th,  1900  {Division  No.  46).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Mines  (Eight  Hours)  Bill. 

For,  177  ;  Against,  201. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


The  Budget  of  1900  is  remarkable  for  the 
The  Budoct       fact  that  it  is  presented  on  March  5th,  nearly 
OF  1900.  a  month  before  the  end  of  the  financial  year 

(March  31st) — this  on  account  of  the  necessity 
for  raising  money  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war.  We  give  a 
summary  of  its  chief  features  in  our  customary  form  : — 

1.  THE  NATION'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  1899-1900.— The  following 
is  the  Nation's  account  for  the  past  year  : —  £ 

Total  Revenue  (estimated)    116,040,000 

Total  Expenditure  {estimated)   133,810,000 

Deficit    £17,770,000 

The  revenue  here  shown  is  that  actually  received  by  the  Exchequer 
and  is  exclusive  of  £9,599,000  raised  on  the  local  taxation  account — 
an  increase  of  £78,000.  The  total  sum,  therefore,  raised  by  taxation 
is  £125,639,000. 

2.  THE  NATION'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  1900-1901.— The  estimated 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  1900-1901  on  the  old  basis  of 
taxation  are : —  £ 

Total  Estimated  Revenue    116,900,000 

Total  Estimated  Expenditure   154,082,000 


Estimated  Deficit   £37,182,000 

The  actual  and  prospective  deficits  are  met  as  follows  : — 
THE  BALANCE-SHEET  FOR  1900-1901. 

Receipts.  £ 

Ordinary  Revenue   11 6,900,000 

AdditiaruU  Taxation: — 

Income-tax  4d.  (making  Is.  in  the  £)    ...  £6,500,000 

Tea  2d.  per  lb   1,800,000 

Beer  Is.  a  barrel   1,752,000 

Spirite  6d.  per  gallon    1,015,000 

Tobacco  4d.  per  lb.  and  Cigars  6d.  per  lb.  1,100,000 
Produce  Contracts  Is   150,000 


Total  additional  taxation  12,317,000 

Treasury  Bills  to  be  renewed    8,000,000 

New  Treasury  Bills    5,000,000 

New  loans  in  ten -year  bonds    30,000,000 


Total  borrowing    43,000,000 


Total  receipte   172,217,000 
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Expenditure.  £ 

Deficit  from  18991900      17,770,0(1 

Estimated  expenditure  (obtained  by  suspending  the 
payment  ofiP  of  Terminable  Annuities  to  the  amount 

of  £4,640,000)   149,442, 

Provision  for  military  and  naval  contingencies   5,000, 

£172,212,< 

Balance    5, 


Total  Expenditure  £172,217,00^ 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  all  the  money  is  not  to  be  borrowed 
Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  justice  or  injustice,  avoidability  « 
inevitability  of  the  war,  it  is  certain  that  we  ought  to  pay  for  it  our- 
selves, and  not  leave  the  bill  to  posterity.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  is  to  be  commended  for  making  the  country  **  pay,  pay,  pay.** 
Those  who  call  the  tune  (or  approve  it  when  played)  ought  certainly 
to  pay  the  piper. 


We  give  below  the  estimate  of  receipts  for 
Some  Compariiive    1899-1900  with  the  amount  estimated  to  be 
Figures.  the   actual  receipts — also    the  increase  (or 

decrease)  over  the  estimates  and  the  estimated 
revenue  for  1900-1901  (old  basis  of  taxation)  : — 


VApp™*.;               lo^.  Taxation. 

£  £             £  £ 

Customs   21,360,000  22,130,000  +1,280,000  21,900,000 

Excise   29,860,000  31,000,000  -f-1,800,000  31,800,000 

Estates,  Ac,  Duty    11,160,000  13,300,000  -f- 1,900,000  13,000,000 

Stamps    7,600,000  8,400,000  +  770,000  8,400,000 

Land  Tax    800,000  800,000  +     30,000  800,000 

House  Duty    1,660,000  1,660,000  +     60,000  1,660.000 

Propertyand  Income  Tax  18,300,000  18,600,000  4-   600,000  18,800,000 

Post  Office   13,200,000  13,300,fK)0  +   590,000  13,800,000 

Telegraph  Service   3,300,000  3,350,000  +  200,000  3,660,000 

Crown  Lands   460,000  450,000  +     20,000  450,000 

Suez  Canallnterest,  &c.  787,000  840,000  +   127,000  860,000 

Miscellaneous    1,860,000  2,220,000  +   337,000  1,900,000 


110,287,000  116,040,000    -f- 7,704,000  116,900,000 

On  the  new  basis  of  taxation  the  customs  are  estimated  at 
£25,017,000,  Excise  at  £34,350,000,  Stamps  at  £8,550,000,  and 
Income  Tax  at  £25,300,000. 

We  also  give  a  comparison  between  the  actual  expenditure  for  last 
year  (1899-1900)  and  the  estimated  expenditure  for  next  year  (1900- 
1901) :— 
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Natdonal  Debt  Service  . . . 
Other  Cons.  Fund  Charges 

Army   

Navy  ...   

Civil  Services   

Customs     and  Inland 

Revenue   

Post  Office   

Tel^^ph  Service 
Packet  Service  


Actual 
Expenditure 
1^190a 

£ 

23,270,000 
2,730,000 
43,600  000 
26,000,000 
22,530,000 

2,800,000 
8,480,000 
3,620,000 
780,000 


Bstimated 
Bxpenditure 
1900-1901. 

£ 

18,610,000 
2,750,000 
61,500,000 
27,523,000 
22,839,000 

2,833,000 
8,844,000 
3,770,000 
773,000 


Increue  or 
Decrease. 

-  4,660,000 
+  2,000 
+ 17,900,000 
+  1,523,000 
+  309,000 


+ 
+ 


33,000 
364,000 
150,000 
7,000 


£133,810,000  £149,442,000  +£15,632,000 
Realised  Deficit  17,770,000 


Total  £116,040,000 

The  large  decrease  in  the  amount  put  down  for  National  Debt  service 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  decides  to  disconunue 
paying  off  old  debt  whilst  contracting  new. 


All  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach's  Budgets 
The  have  one  feature  in  common — they  demon- 

Death  Duties.       strate  the  soundness  of  Sir  William  Harcourt's 
finance.     Once  again  the  proceeds  of  the 
Death  Duties  have  outstripped  all  estimates.     Let  us  quote  from 
Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach's  Budget  speech  (March  5th) : — 

•*The  receipts  from  the  death  duties  by  the  Exchequer  during  the  present 
year  will,  I  anticipate,  amount  to  £13,300,000,  as  against  £11,400,000  last 
year.  To  that  you  must  add  the  receipts  from  death  duties  from  the  Local 
Taxation  Fund— £4,171,000— making  a  total  receipt  from  the  death  duties 
of  £17,471,000.  I  think  that  the  wildest  dreams  of  the  right  hon.  member 
for  West  Monmouthshire  {Sir  W.  Harcmirt)  hardly  anticipated  that  this 
taxation  would  produce  this  amount.  But  now  I  wish  for  a  moment  to 
detain  the  Committee  in  examining  to  what  this  large  increase  in  this  year  is 
greatly  due.  A  substantial  part  of  it,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  due  to  receipts 
from  estates  under  £260,000  in  value.  But  I  have  to  place  before  the  Com- 
mittee a  case  which,  1  think,  affords  a  singular  proof  of  the  manner  in  which 
any  estimates  of  the  receipts  from  death  duties  in  any  year  may  be  utterly 
upset  by  the  mere  accident  of  a  single  death  of  the  owner  of  enor- 
mous property  on  which  very  high  rates  of  duty  would  be  charged. 
You  can  average  the  estates  under  £1,000,000  in  value ;  you  can 
take  the  receipts  from  over  a  period  of  years  and  fairly  estimate  in  that 
way  what  the  probable  receipts  may  be  in  the  years  to  come  ;  but  when  you 
come  to  estates  over  £1,000,000  it  is  absolutely  impossible.  In  1896-97 
there  were  five  estates  of  millionaires,  which  paid  to  the  revenue  £436,000  ; 
in  1897-98  there  were  nine  such  estates,  which  paid  £1,212,000  ;  in  1898-99 
there  were  again  nine  such  estates,  paying  £941,000— an  average  for  the 
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three  years  of  £863,000.  I  suppose  that  if  I  had  taken  from  that  average  an 
estimate  of  £950,000  for  the  year  in  which  we  stand  I  should  not  have  been 
blamed  for  having  taken  an  unfair  estimate.  But  what  has  been  the  actual 
result  ?  We  have  received  during  this  year  from  the  estates  of  millionaires 
no  less  than  £2,271,000,  and  £900,000  of  that  vast  sum  has  come  from  the 
estate  of  one  man,  a  foreigner,  who,  I  am  told,  lived  on  15s.  a  day  in 
a  West-end  London  Club.  That  one  person,  however  unwillingly,  has 
contributed  to  the  Exchequer  more  than  the  cost  of  an  ironclad.  But  I 
am  bound  to  add  that  I  hope  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  will  not  make  this  a  reason  for  asking  for  more,  because  I  think 
the  Committee  will  see  that  it  is  not  within  the  reasonable  bounds  of 
expectation  that  such  a  windfall  as  this  should  occur  in  subsequent  years." 

But  for  the  war  the  realised  surplus  would  have  been  5^  millions. 
The  entire  amount  received  in  death  duties  in  1899-1900  as  the  result 
of  their  equalisation  and  graduation  of  1894  is  six  millions.  Once  again 
Sir  William  Harcourt  finds  himself  the  creator  of  a  surplus — or  rather 
would  have  done  so  under  ordinary  circumstances. 


It  is  now  possible  from  the  Budget  to  find 
The  Cost  of  the   out  the  cost  of  the  war.     The  Government 
War.  in  their  calculations  have  assumed  that  it  will 

be  over  by  the  end  of  September.  On  that 
assumption  (a  large  one),  we  get  the  following  figures  : — 

I. — What  the  War  Costs.  jB 


Ist  Supplementary  Army  Estimate  (October,  1899) 
2nd        „  „        (February,  1900) 

Past  interest  on  Treasury  Bills  

Increase  of  Army  Estimates   

Future  interest  on  Treasury  Bills   

Provision  for  Naval  and  Military  Contingencies 


II. — How  the  Money  is  to  be  Raised. 

To  be  raised  by  Taxation.  £ 

Realised  Surplus  (1899-1900)         . . .  5,500,000 

New  Taxation    12,317,000 

Sinking  Fund   4,640,000 

Normal  Prospective  Surplus  (1900- 

1901)    860,000 

To  he  raised  by  Borrowing, 

Treasury  Bills    13,000,000 

New  Loan    30,000,000 


10,000,000 
13,000,000 

270,000 
37,797,000 

250,000 
5,000,000 

£66,317,000 


23,317,000 


43,000,000 


£66,317,000 

To  this  will  have  to  be  added,  too,  the  interest  on  the  Treasury  Bills 
and  War  Loan — no  inconsiderable  item. 
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It  is  hardly  possible  at  the  moment  to  laj 
The  South  African  down  what  the  details  of  the  South  African 
Settlement.        settlement  ought  to  be,  but  the  general  lines 
upon  which  any  settlement  ought  to  be  based 
were  admirably  stated  by  Mr.  Asquith  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
February  6  th  : — 

''The  Colonial  Secretary  had  challenged  them  to  state  their  view  of  the 
end  that  was  to  be  attained.  He  spoke  only  for  himself,  but  he  believed  he 
represented  the  feeling  of  many  other  hon.  members  when  he  said  that  the 
end  to  be  aimed  at  was,  first  and  foremost,  that  they  should  have,  not  a 
patched  up,  but  a  durable  peace,  and  that  it  must  be  such  a  settlement  as 
would,  at  any  rate,  safeguard  our  colonies  against  the  risk  of  further 
invasion  or  menace.  He  said,  further,  that  it  must  secure  for  both  races 
throughout  South  Africa  equal  rights,  and  lastly,  but  not  less  important, 
the  guiding  principle  being  not  superiority  but  equality,  we  must  not  replace 
the  ascendency  of  one  race  by  the  ascendency  of  another.  The  right  hon, 
gentleman  had  spoken  of  the  inherent  antagonism  between  the  ideas  and 
aspirations  of  the  Boers  and  the  Britons.  In  his  opinion  that  antagonism 
was  the  unhappy  creation,  the  transient  and  removable  result  of  accidental 
circumstances.  Holding  that  opinion,  in  common,  he  trusted,  with  the  vast 
majority  of  that  House  on  both  sides,  he  looked  forward  to  the  time  when, 
after  the  ending  of  this  calamitous  strife,  Dutch  and  English,  forgetting  past 
animosities,  bound  together  by  ties  of  common  interest  and  of  mutual 
respect,  enjoying  in  like  measure  both  the  privileges  and  the  discipline  of 
freedom,  would  be  found  living  and  labouring  together  under  the  shelter  of 
equal  laws  in  a  union  which  no  man  could  dissolve." 

Commenting  on  this  on  the  same  night  Sir  Henry  Campbell^ 
Bannerman  said : — 

Provided  that  our  territories  are  free  and  our  military  superiority 
asserted,  what  matters  it  at  what  time  or  at  what  place  a  settlement  is 
arrived  at  ?  What  does  matter  is  the  nature  of  the  settlement,  and,  aa 
r^rds  the  objects  to  be  kept  in  view  in  that  settlement  they  could  not  be 
better  laid  down  than  they  were  hy  my  right  hon.  friend  the  member  for 
East  Fife,  who  classed  them  under  four  heads.  He  said  that  the  settlement 
most  be  a  permanent  and  not  a  patched-up  settlement.  He  said,  and  I 
agree,  that  it  must  effectually  guard  against  any  armed  invasion  or  quarrel  of 
this  kind.  He  said  it  must  provide  for  political  equality,  and  he  said,  lastly, 
that  it  must  guard  against  racial  ascendency.  I  do  not  know  four  heads  that 
ooold  better  express  a  wise  policy  in  this  matter.  But,  after  all,  what  can 
sound  diplomacy,  what  can  generous  and  equitable  considerations  do  in  face 
of  the  bitter  feelings  and  memories  which  will  be  left  behind  after  this  war  ia 
over?  The  Colonial  Secretary,  the  other  day,  said  he  thought  that,  after 
thk  particular  war,  there  would  be  no  bitter  memories  and  no  bitter  feelings. 
But  a  few  years  ago  he  spoke  of  the  enmities  which  a  war  would  excite,  and 
which  it  would  take  generations  to  extinguish.  I  fear  that  his  earlier  fore- 
east  was  more  trustworthy  than' his  later  one.  The  large-hearted  British 
people  will  be  ready  to  do  all  that  forms,  arrangements,  and  settlements 
and  constitutions  can  do  to  bring  the  mixed  races  together,  but  the  efficacy 
of  all  these  must  depend  upon  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  framed  and 
administered." 
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Mb.  Chamberlain  AND  ^  vfP^^'^?J'lr^^nu^''^i 

THE  Settlement.      ^^^f"^        ^r.  Chamberlain  discussed  the 
results  of  the  war,  and  said  : — 

say,  speaking  for  the  Government,  that  in  so  far  as  in  us  lies  there 
shall  be  no  second  Majuba.  Never  again,  with  our  consent,  while  we  have 
the  power,  shall  the  Boers  be  able  to  erect  in  the  heart  of  South  Africa  a 
citadel  from  whence  proceed  disaffection  and  race  animosities.  Never  again 
shall  they  be  able  to  endanger  the  paramountcy  of  Great  Britain.  Never 
again  shall  they  be  able  to  treat  an  Englishman  as  if  he  belonged  to  an 
inferior  race.  I  have  said  I  do  not  come  forward  as  an  apologist  for  the 
€k>vemment.  If  the  House  thinks  that  our  mistakes  are  unpardonable,  we 
submit  ourselves  to  their  judgment.  But,  although  I  will  not  apologise  for 
the  (rovemment,  I  should  like  to  say  one  or  two  words  on  behalf  of  this 
nation.  We  were  asked  the  other  day  to  dispel  the  gloom  which  it  was  said 
had  settled  upon  the  nation.  I  do  not  accept  the  phrase.  I  know  of  no  such 
feeling.  I  know,  as  I  have  said,  of  anxiety,  of  regret,  and  even  of  a  certain 
perfectly  natural  irritation,  but  I  know  of  no  hesitation,  no  vacillation  ;  I 
know  of  nothing  which  approaches  to  fear  or  to  gloom.  Reverses  try  the 
temper  of  a  nation,  and  our  people  have  borne  the  test ;  and  every 
reverse  has  only  been  the  signal  for  new  offers  of  patriotic  assistance  from 
this  country  and  new  offers  from  our  fellow-subjects  across  the  seas. 
That,  indeed,  is  a  fact  of  the  situation  which  I  hope  we  can  never 
forget.  Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  Empire,  has  it  so  realised 
its  strength,  and  its  unity.  The  splendid  and,  above  all,  the  spontaneous 
rally  of  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country  affords  no  slight  compensation 
even  for  the  sufferings  of  war.  What  has  brought  them  to  your  side  ?  What 
has  brought  these  younger  nations  to  Great  Britain,  induced  them  to  spring 
to  arms  even  before  you  called  upon  them  ?  (Sib  J.  Bbunner  :  *  Liberal 
policy.')  It  is  that  imperial  instinct  which  you  deride  and  scorn.  Our 
colonies,  repelled  in  the  past  by  indifference  and  apathy,  have  responded 
to  the  sympathy  which  has  recently  been  shown  to  them.  A  sense 
of  common  mterest,  of  common  duty,  an  assurance  of  mutual  support 
and  pride  in  the  great  edifice  in  which  they  are  all  members  have 
combined  to  consolidate  and  establish  the  unity  of  the  Empire  ; 
and  these  peoples,  shortly — very  shortly  as  time  is  measured  in  history — 
about  to  become  great  and  populous  nations,  now  for  the  first  time 
claim  their  share  in  the  duties  and  responsibilties  as  well  as  in  the  privileges 
of  Empire.  Accordingly  you  have  the  opportunity,  now  that  you  are  the 
trustees,  not  merely  of  a  kingdom,  but  of  a  federation,  which  may  not, 
indeed,  be  distinctly  outlined,  but  which  exists  already  in  spirit  at  any  rate. 
You  are  the  trustees ;  they  look  to  you  as  holding  the  headship  of  your 
race  ;  and  we  owe  to  them  an  infinite  debt  of  graditude  for  the  moral  as  well 
as  material  supjjort  that  they  have  given  us.  This  is  a  questitm  in  which  their 
interest  is  indirect.  They  see  it  with  clearer  vision  than  we  do.  Their  eyes 
are  not  distorted  by  party  politics.  Sir,  I  will  never  believe  that  these  free 
communities  would  have  given  their  support  and  approval  to  any  cause 
which  was  not  just  and  righteous,  and  which  was  not  based  on  the  principles 
on  which  their  own  institutions  have  been  founded.  Whatever  may  be  the 
future,  I  say  that  we  shall  have  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the  compensa- 
tions as  well  as  upon  the  evils  of  war.  .  In  Africa,  these  two  races,  so 
interesting,  so  admirable  each  of  them  in  their  own  way,  so  different  in 
some  things,  will  now,  at  any  rate,  have  learned  to  respect  one  another.  I 
hear  a  great  deal  about  the  animosities  which  will  remain  after  the  war.  I 
hope  I  am  not  too  sanguine  when  I  say  I  do  not  believe  in  them.  Wben 
matters  have  settled  down,  when  equal  rights  are  assured  to  both  the  white 
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races,  I  believe  they  both  will  enjoy  the  land  together  in  settled  peace  and 
prosperity.  Meanwhile,  we  are  finding  out  the  weak  jspota  in  our  armour 
and  trying  to  remedy  them  ;  we  are  finding  out  the  infinite  potential 
resources  of  the  Empire ;  and  we  are  advancing  steadily,  if  slowly,  to  the 
realisation  of  that  great  federation  of  our  race  which  wUl  inevitably  make 
for  peace  and  liberty  and  justice." 

It  is  all  very  well  for  Mr.  Chamberlain  now  to  say  that  the  war  will 
leave  no  animosities.  We  all  hope  he  is  right,  but  four  years  ago  he 
said  the  exact  opposite. 


The  result  of  the  Inquiry  into  the  Jameson 
Thr  Jameson  Raid  in  1897,  was,  by  almost  common  admission, 
Raid  Inquiry.  unsatisfactory.  It  is  true  that  the  Committee 
found  very  clearly  and  definitely  that  Mr. 
Rhodes  organised  the  Raid,  but  they  could  hardly  do  other,  since  Mr. 
Rhodes  frankly  and  fully  admitted  his  complicity.  What  was  dis- 
appointing was  that  in  many  directions  the  Inquiry  was  not  pushed  to 
its  legitimate  conclusion,  and  in  particular  it  was  allowed  to  close 
without  the  missing  telegrams  being  produced  though  it  was  not  dis- 
puted that  they  were  in  existence.  This  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with 
the  Inquiry  has  been  increased  by  the  publication  (in  a  Belgian  paper) 
of  what  is  now  known  as  the  Hawksley  "  Dossier,"  given  in  the  last 
(February)  number  of  the  Magazine  at  page  40.  The  whole  question 
was  raised  again  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  20th,  when 
Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  asked  for  an  entirely  new  inquiry  into  the  Raid. 
The  case  for  the  motion  was  admirably  stated  by  Mr.  8.  T.  Evans,  who 
seconded  it.    He  put  forward  four  grounds  for  a  new  inquiry  : — 

(1)  The  conduct  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  the  1897  Inquiry  was 
such  that  it  gave  rise  to  suspicion. 

(2)  That  Inquiry  was  not  complete ;  there  was  ground  for  suspicion 
owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Committee  to  enforce  obedience  to  its  own 
CHrders,  and  to  call  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Commons  a  gentleman 
who  had  been  guilty  of  contumacy  to  the  Committee. 

(3)  The  hitherto  entirely  unexplained  conduct  of  Ministers, 
especially  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  after  the  Committee  made  its 
report.  Lord  George  Hamilton,  for  instance,  on  July  29th,  1897, 
said  that  in  the  Inquiry  some  of  the  responsible  leaders  of  the 
Opposition  were  associated  : — 

''They  sought  no  party  ends,  and  they  declined  to  push  the  In4uiry  to  a 
point  which  would  injure  the  supremacy  of  British  rule  in  South  Africa." 

Mr.  S.  T.  Evans  said 

'*  Then  the  Colonial  Secretary  made  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  July  26th,  1897,  in  which  was  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  passages  in 
the  public  speeches  of  any  statesman,  so  far  as  he  was  aware,  that  this 
country  had  ever  produced.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  had  signed 
the  report  alleging  all  these  things  against  Mr.  Rhodes.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  Mr.  Rhodes  had  deceived  everybody  with  whom  he  had 
come  into  connection.    He  had  deceived  the  High  Commissioner ;  he  had 
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deceived  his  colleagues  ;  he  had  misled  his  subordinates  ;  he  had  deceived 
his  co-direcfcors  ;  ho  altered  the  date  of  a  letter  from  a  date  in  November  to 
another  date,  and,  after  the  letter  was  recalled  by  the  senders,  he  dated  it, 
or  caused  it  to  be  dated,  six  weeks  afterwards,  knowing  it  to  have  been 
recalled,  and  sent  it  to  London  and  published  it  the  Times  newspaper.  He 
was  not  mentioning  these  things  in  order  to  rake  up  charges  against  Mr. 
Khodes.  There  was,  however,  the  charge  of  making  false  representations, 
and  another  of  something  very  like  forgery,  nevertheless  he  was  a  man  of 
honour.  *  I  am  convinced,*  said  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  *that  there  was 
nothing  proved,  that  there  exists  nothing  which  affects  Mr.  Rhodes's  personal 
position  as  a  man  of  honour.*  This  was  the  view  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
on  public  morality.  He  should  be  sorry  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  the 
compiler  of  their  code  of  honour.  The  junior  member  for  Dublin  University 
{Mr.  Lecky)in  his  book  *The  Map  of  Life,*  wrote  in  an  interrogative  form : — 

*  What  can  be  thought  of  the  language  of  a  Minister  who  volunteered  to  aasare 
the  House  of  Commons  that  in  all  the  transactions  I  have  described  Mr.  Rhodes, 
thoufifh  he  bad  made  a  fj^gantic  mistake,  perhaps  as  great  as  a  statesman  could  make, 
had  done  nothing  affecting  his  personal  honour?' 

There  was  a  note  of  interrogation  at  the  close  of  that  sentence,  and  it 
remained  there  still  gaping  with  astonishment,  thirsting  for  information.** 

(4)  Further  inquiry  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  disclosures  since 
made  and  by  the  new  facts  ascertained  {e.g.,  the  Hawkstey  "  Dossier.") 

Mr.  Chamberlain's  reply  to  this  demand  was  to  treat  it  as  a 
personal  attack  on  himself  and  to  ask  the  House  for  a  vote  of  confi- 
dence— which  he  got,  of  course,  from  such  a  House  as  the  present.  Sir 
William  Harcourt  put  the  need  for  inquiry  on  the  following  ground :  — 

*'It  was  absolutely  certain  that  there  were  cables  day  after  day  to  Mr. 
Khodes  saying,  '  It  is  all  right ;  we  have  the  Colonial  Othce  with  us  *  ;  and 
Mr.  Rhodes  himself  stated  the  cables  he  received  were  used  at  the  Cape  in 
order  to  support  his  policy.  I  suggest  to  the  Colonial  Secretary  that  when 
there  is  a  conspiracy  of  this  kind  against  his  character  it  is  his  duty  to  have 
it  cleared  up.  It  is  not  sufficient  for  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  say,  *I 
stand  upon  my  character  ;  these  men  have  entered  into  a  conspiracy  against 
me,  and  I  will  take  no  notice  of  them.'  I  say  these  are  things  which  must 
be  inquired  into.  These  things  have  shaken  confidence  in  British  good 
faith  all  over  the  world  ;  and  therefore  I  say  an  inquiry  is  absolutely 
necessary.  Without  making  any  charge  of  complicity  against  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  I  must  condemn  him  for  not  havini;  taken  measures  that  woald 
remove  these  suspicions.  I  think  the  speech  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in 
which  he  said  there  was  no  reflection  on  the  personal  honour  of  Mr.  Rhodes, 
was  a  most  culpable  error.  I  was  never  more  astonished,  and  I  will  say  I 
was  never  more  shocked,  than  when  I  read  that  speech. " 

Sir  Henry  Campbell- Bannerman  said  : — 

It  is  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  by  his  subsequent  action  has  given 
permanence  and  force  to  a  suspicion  that  might  well  have  died  away, 
thereby  causing  uneasiness  among  his  countrymen  and  the  necessity  for 
maintaining,  in  spite  of  these  occurrences,  the  good  name  of  the  country.** 
The  broad  fact  remains  that,  whilst  Mr.  Chamberlain  vehemently 
protests  his  innocence  of  any  foreknowledge  of  the  Raid,  he  is  under 
suspicion  (ill-founded  it  may  be)  through  the  non-disclosure  of  certain 
documents.  A  word  from  him  would  result  in  the  publication  of  those 
documents,  but  that  word  he  does  not  say.  They  remain  as  great  a 
mystery  as  ever. 
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The  Army  Estimates  for  1900-1901  amount 
The  Army  Estimates,  to  the  enormous  total  of  upwardsof  £61,000,000. 

These  estimates  (it  is  officially  explained)  have 
been  framed  under  the  following  abnormal  conditions : — 

(a)  Provision  has  to  be  made  for  carrying  on  the  war  in  South 
Africa. 

(6)  It  has  been  decided  to  make  at  once  an  addition  to  the  perma- 
nent strength  of  the  Army. 

(c)  Temporary  measures  have  been  authorised  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  numbers  and  efficiency  of  the  force  available  for  the 
defence  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  these  circumstances  the  total  of  the  Army  Estimates  for  1900- 
1901  amounts  to  £61,499,400,  while  the  number  of  men  to  be  voted 
is  430,000.  The  following  table  shows  the  comparison  with  the  figures 
for  the  cuiTent  year  : — 


1899-1900. 

Original 
EAtimate. 

Supplemctitiuy 
Btti  mates. 

Total. 

1900-1901. 

Men   

Money   

184,853 
£20,617,200 

165,000 
£23,000,000 

339,853 
£43,617,200 

430,000 
£61,499,400 

As  regards  the  total  of  the  vote  for  men  212,449  may  be  regarded 
as  permanent,  the  balance  being  due  to  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and 
to  the  special  measures  for  home  defence.  The  estimates  show  in 
detail  only  the  normal  or  permanent  establishment. 

The  total  £61,499,400  is  accounted  for  as  follows  :—  £ 

1.  Normal  estimate   21,777,700 

2.  Permanent  additions  to  the  Army    1,925,000 

3.  Due  to  War— 

(a)  War  charges    £31,658,700 

(6)  Special  temporary  measures 

for  home  defence   6,228,000 

  37,886,700 


Total  £61,499,400 

The  normal  estimate  of  £21,777,700  shows  an  increase  of 
£1,160,500  as  compared  with  the  original  estimate  for  1899-1900; 
this  is  mainly  due  to  the  provision  made  for  further  instalments  of  the 
increases  to  the  Army  commenced  in  previous  years,  to  the  provision 
for  the  full  Volunteer  capitation  grant,  to  the  rise  in  prices,  and  to  an 
additional  annuity  required  under  the  Barracks  Act. 

The  war  charges  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  full  field 
force  will  be  maintained  in  South  Africa  till  the  30th  September,  and 
»  reduced  force  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  but  the  estimates  con- 
Wn  no  provision  for  terminal  charges^  such  as  (a)  the  transport  home 
of  the  troops  and  (6)  gratuities  on  demobilisation. 
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The  following  is  an  account  (first  given  by 
Permanent  Change  Lord  Lansdowne  and  Mr.  Wyndham  in  Pcir- 
IN  the  Aumt.  liament  and  now  in  the  Army  Estimates 
memorandum)  of  the  chief  permanent  additions 
it  is  now  proposed  to  make  to  our  military  forces : — 

ArtUlery, — Seven  batteries  of  Royal  Horse  Artillery  and  36 
batteries  of  Royal  Field  Artillery  will  be  raised,  so  as  to  provide  the 
Artillery  for  two  more  Army  Corps  and  two  more  Cavalry  Brigades. 
Three  howitzer  batteries  for  each  Army  Corps  (12  in  all)  will  also  be 
formed.  In  time  of  peace  the  new  Horse  and  Field  batteries  will  be 
retained  on  a  reduced  establishment.  The  formation  of  new  dep6u» 
for  the  Field  Artillery  will  enable  Reservists  of  that  arm  to  rejoin  and 
be  equipped  at  their  depdts,  like  Infantry  Reservists. 

Royal  Engineers, — Additions  will  be  made  to  the  Royal  Engineers 
amounting  to  a  total  of  2,038  of  all  ranks. 

InfavUry, — The  growth  of  our  Imperial  responsibilities,  €uid,  in  par- 
ticular, the  course  of  events  in  South  Africa,  render  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  force  of  Infantry  available  to  furnish  garrisons  for 
Colonial  Stations. 

In  June  last,  before  the  war  broke  out,  the  number  of  battalions 
at  home  and  abroad  was  as  follows  : — 

India    52  At  home   69 

Colonies  and  Egypt       ...  16^  Authorised,    but    not  yet 

South  Africa    6|  raised    3 

Crete    1 

•Total   76  Total    72 

At  that  time,  the  garrison  of  Malta  was  short  by  one  battalion  of  its 
authorised  strength.  This  deficiency  may  be  taken  as  balanced  by  the 
presence  of  a  battalion  in  Crete.  There  was,  therefore,  an  excess  of 
battalions  abroad  over  battalions  at  home  of  four.  When  a  third 
battalion  of  Guards  is  stationed  at  Gibraltar  this  deficiency  will  be 
reduced  to  two. 

To  make  this  deficiency  good,  and  to  meet  the  certain  need  for  the 
prolonged  maintenance  of  an  increased  force  abroad,  it  is  proposed  to 
raise  12  new  Line  battalions,  attaching  them  as  3rd  and  4th  battalions 
to  existing  regiments. 

Three  Years'  Men, — An  endeavour  will  be  made  to  add  to  the 
number  of  men  engaged  for  three  years*  service  with  the  Colours  in 
each  battalion  of  Infantry  serving  at  home. 

It  has  not,  however,  up  to  the  present  time,  been  found  possible  to 
obtain  the  full  number  authorised  for  each  battalion. 

Army  Service  Corps^  etc, — An  addition  of  29  companies  (2,220  of 
all  ranks)  will  be  made  to  the  Army  Service  Corps,  of  8  Companies 
(460  of  all  ranks)  to  the  Army  Ondnance  Corps,  and  of  260  of  all 
ranks  to  the  Army  Medical  Corps.  Provision  is  abo  made  for  the 
pay  of  two  native  Indian  Infantry  Regiments  for  the  garrison  of 
Mauritius,  one  of  these  to  replace  the  British  Centnd  African 
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Raiment,  recently  sent  to  Somaliland.  Two  more  native  Indian 
battalions  have  been  temporarily  borrowed  to  replace  British 
battalions  withdrawn  from  Ceylon  and  Singapore. 

Militia, — The  messing  allowance  given  to  Militia  during  embodi- 
ment  will  henceforth  also  be  given  to  them  during  the  ordinary  annual 
training. 

Regimental  Transport. — The  Militia^  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers 
will  be  provided  with  regimental  transport. 

Volunteer  Artillery, — The  whole  of  the  Volunteer  Artillery  will  be 
re-armed,  part  with  semi-mobile  guns,  4*7-inch,  part  with  15-pr.  field 
guns.  A  large  number  of  guns  of  the  former  class  have  been  ordered ; 
the  re-armament  of  the  batteries,  now  armed  with  IG-prs.,  can  pro- 
bably be  best  carried  out  by  placing  in  their  hands  the  15-prs.  now 
with  the  Royal  Field  Artillery,  and  supplying  the  latter  with  a  new 
gun,  either  of  the  design  according  to  which  the  Field  batteries  now 
under  construction  are  being  manufactured,  or  of  any  still  later  type 
suggested  by  the  experience  of  the  war. 


The  chief  temporary  measures  for  increasing 
Temporart  Chanoes    the  efficiency  and  numbers  of  the  Forces  in 
IS  THE  Armt.        the  United  Kingdom  are  as  follows  : — 

Cavalry.  —  The  non-commissioned  officers 
ind  men  of  the  squadron  sent  to  South  Africa  from  the  Household 
Cavalty  Regiments  will  be  treated  as  supernumeraries,  and  their 
places  tilled  up  by  enlistment.  Four  Cavalry  regiments  will  be  formed 
from  men  of  the  Reserve  squadrons,  now  in  this  country,  of  Cavalry 
regiments  abroad. 

Royal  Reserve  Battalions. — Officers  and  men  who  have  served  in 
the  R^ular  Forces  have  been  invited  to  return  to  the  Colours  on  a 
short  engagement,  the  men  receiving  a  bounty  of  £22  ;  officers  and 
men  of  the  Infantry  will  be  formed  into  Reserve  battalions,  to  be 
designated  Royal  Reserve  battalions.  Officers  and  men  of  Artillery 
and  Cavalry  will  be  utilised  with  their  own  arms  of  the  Service. 

Militia. — The  whole  of  the  Militia  will  be  embodied  in  the  spring, 
tud  advantage  will  be  taken  of  this  to  give  the  force  special  training 
inkrge  camps.  It  has  been  decided  to  increase,  in  cases  of  protracted 
embodiment,  the  gratuity  paid  to  Militiamen,  and  to  oflfer  bounties  of 
£5  to  men  re-engaging  while  in  the  Militia,  or  re-enlisting  after  they 
have  left  the  Force. 

Yeomanry. — Provision  is  made  for  giving  the  Yeomanry  special 
training  in  camp  during  the  summer.  The  contingent  allowance  will 
he  increased  from  £3  to  £5  &  man  to  meet  the  exceptional  expenses 
inTolved.  Every  Yeoman  will  receive  the  sum  of  £5  in  consideration 
of  his  bringing  a  horse  to  camp  for  this  special  training. 

Volunteers. — Like  the  Militia  and  Yeomanry,  the  Volunteers  will 
^  afforded  special  opportunities  of  training  in  camps  during  the 
coming  summer  under  suitable  conditions  as  to  pay  and  allowances. 
'Hie  details  of  these  are  under  consideration. 
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Recruiting, — The  number  of  recruits  raised  during  the  year  1899 
was  42,700,  as  compared  with  40,729  in  1898,  35,015  in  1897,  and 
28,532  in  1896.  Taking  the  number  of  British  recruits  alone,  40,207 
were  raised  last  year,  as  against  38,418,  33,722,  and  27,809  in  the 
three  preceding  years.  The  percentage  of  "  Specials "  was  34*2,  as 
against  33-8  in  1898,  29  0  in  1897,  and  18*0  in  1896. 

Warlike  Stores. — The  sum  taken  in  the  estimates  for  warlike  stores 
represents  a  small  part  only  of  the  expenditure  which  will  have  to  be 
incurred  on  this  account.  The  war  in  South  Africa  has  involved  the 
employment  on  active  service  of  a  force  exceedinj?  in  number  that 
which  has  been  contemplated  in  the  schemes  of  mobilisation  for  service 
abroad  The  equipment  of  this  force  and  of  the  Colonial  contingents 
has  made  large  inroads  upon  our  Reserves,  and  not  only  will  the  stores 
taken  from  these  have  to  be  replaced,  but  the  Reserves  themselves 
must  be  largely  augmented.  The  extent  to  which  such  an  increase  is 
necessary  forms  the  subject  of  investigations  which  are  still  proceeding. 
It  has  been  decided  to  accelerate  the  completion  of  the  programme  for 
the  rearmament  of  the  fortresses  at  home  and  abroad  which,  as  was 
stated  in  the  Memorandum  on  Army  Estimates  for  1899-1900,  was 
adopted  last  year  after  a  general  revision  of  our  schemes  of  defence. 


The  question  of  the  Militia  Ballot  came 
The  Militia  Ballot  up  for  discussion  in  the  House  of  Loi^s 
AND  Conscription.  on  February  20th,  when  Lord  Wemyss  brought 
forward  a  motion  which  affirmed  the  desira- 
bility of  the  Executive  taking  powers  to  use  the  Militia  Ballot  in  case 
of  necessity.  This  was  resisted  by  the  Government  and  defeated, 
although,  curiously  enough,  it  was  only  last  year  that  Lord  Lansdowne 
asked  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  very  same  power.  The  lin«  now 
taken  by  the  (Government  is  that  it  would  give  a  false  impression, 
since  we  are  actually  at  war,  if  power  were  taken  to  use  the  Militia 
Ballot  without  the  actual  necessity  for  its  use  having  arisen.  Lord 
Salisbury,  indeed,  not  only  took  this  line,  but  carried  it  considerably 
further  in  this  very  remarkable  passage  : — 

**If  you  introduce  this  question  of  the  ballot  it  cannot  remain  at  the 
ballot ;  it  must  be  conscription.  You  will  not  stop  short  of  that  result,  if 
you  once  enter  upon  that  course,  when  you  remember  that  every  nation  in 
the  Old  World  except  yourselves  has  adopted  conscription.  But  when  you 
have  adopted  it  you  have  still  several  difficulties  to  surmount.  No  one 
seems  to  have  asked  himself,  or,  at  least,  to  have  examined  with  any  kind 
of  detail,  what  kind  of  reception  it  will  meet  with  from  the  people  of  this 
country.  This  is  not  a  Bill  for  a  simple  alteration  of  your  administrative 
machinery,  <ir  the  spending  of  a  certain  amount  of  money,  or  even  for 
asserting  some  great  political  principle.  This  is  a  Bill  which  will  carry 
excitement  at  least,  possibly  consternation,  into  every  house  and  every 
cottage  where  there  is  a  family  to  discuts  it.  Is  that  wise  ?  I  do  not  say 
there  is  any  want  of  patriotism  ;  the  last  few  months  have  negatived  any 
such  suggestion.    But  still,  if  every  family  is  told  that  on  a  contingency 
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which  ia  still  uncertain  depends  whether  one  of  their  number  is  to  be  hurried 
to  the  wars,  you  cannot  expect  them  to  hear  that  information  with  entire 
resignation,  and  you  cannot  expect  that  the  purport  of  it  will  not  be 
exaggerated  ;  that  they  will  not  conjure  up  many  dangers  that  do  not  exist 
in  reality  ;  that  you  will  not  produce  an  amount,  at  least,  of  discontent  or, 
at  all  events,  of  excitement  very  much  in  excess  of  the  area  of  your  legis- 
lative action.  And  beyond  that,  I  heard  one  noble  lord  say  that  if  you 
press  the  people  too  much  to  go  into  the  Militia  they  will  go  into  the 
Volunteers.  I  suspect  a  more  eflfective  remedy  than  that.  I  think  they 
will  go  over  the  water  into  other  countries  where  their  own  religion,  their 
own  language,  and,  in  many  cases,  their  own  institutions  still  prevail,  and 
where  there  is  no  ballot  to  frighten  them  as  to  the  military  duties  that  would 
be  imposed  upon  them.  There  was  a  curious  statement  in  the  newspapers 
the  other  day,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  trace  it  home.  It  was  a  state- 
ment that  there  was  a  sudden  rush  of  young  men,  emigrants,  arriving  at 
New  York.  They  were  asked  why  so  many  people  of  the  same  age  came  at 
once,  aind  they  said,  '  We  understand  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  is  going  to 
be  introduced,  and  we  wish  to  get  out  of  the  way  in  time.*  I  think  there 
will  be  a  good  deal  of  that  feeling.  You  are  wandering  on  unknown  ground, 
and  it  will  be  a  terrible  disenchantment  if  you  find  that  this  great  remedy 
in  which  you  believe,  this  engine,  is  broken  in  your  hand,  and  that  without 
any  resource  beyond  you  are  unable  to  call  together  a  suflScient  force  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  I  confess  I  prefer  a  more  cautious  way.  I  prefer 
the  plan  of  seeing  what  effect  the  inducements  that  we  have  hitherto  used 
will  have  in  the  future.  At  all  events,  we  do  not  want  to  run  the  risk  of 
awakening  emotions  to  which  we  are  not  accustomed  at  a  time  when  it  is 
above  all  things  necessary  that  the  nation  should  work  in  harmony." 

We  are  determinedly  opposed  to  Conscription,  but  it  will  have  to 
be  fought  with  more  substantial  arguments  than  can  be  rterived  from 
this  story  of  emigrants  fleeing  to  New  York.  It  is  extraordinary  that 
Lord  Salisbury  should  have  repeated  such  a  story ;  we  can  imagine 
how  **  unpatriotic  "  its  recital  would  have  been  deemed  if  any  Liberal 
had  dared  to  use  it  as  an  argument  against  Conscription.  Certainly 
whatever  view  may  be  taken  of  the  war,  it  can  hardly  be  contended 
that  the  people  of  this  country  have  not  shown  their  loyalty  in  the 
most  unmistakable  way  Since  that  is  so,  it  is  unfortunate,  to  say 
the  least,  that  the  Prime  Minister  should  give  currency  to  a  story  of 
this  kind. 


Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  made  an 
Abmaments  and       exceedingly  important  speech  in  the  House  of 
Policy.  Commons  on  February  16th  in  discussing  the 

Army  proposals  of  the  Government.    We  set 
out  all  the  more  significant  passages : — 

(1)  Temporary  Measures. 
"  So  far  as  the  temporaiy  provisions  are  concerned,  our  position,  and  the 
position,  I  believe,  of  the  vase  majority  of  those  who  are  listening  to  me,  is 
perfectly  clear.  Anything  that  is  necessary  for  the  energetic  and  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war  we  will  give  without  stint  and  without  measure  ;  and 
anything  that  is  necessary  for  completing  the  military  defence  of  these 
islands  we  are  also  prepared  to  assent  to  without  demur,  and  without  being 
too  minute  or  fastidious  in  our  criticisms  of  what  may  be  proposed." 
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(2)  No  Need  for  Panic. 

How  is  the  Army  of  the  future  to  be  constituted,  what  addition  is  to  be 
made  to  its  strength,  and,  as  underlying  these  two  questions,  what  are  our 
future  military  requirements  to  be  ?  These  are  problems  which  lie  before  us. 
There  is  no  need  to  contemplate  these  questions  in  any  spirit  of  panic. 
There  is  no  occasion  for  panic  at  the  present  moment.  I  notice  that  many 
writers  and  speakers  express  alarm  and  astonishment  that  we  should  he 
put  in  difficulties  by  two  little  fourth-rate  States.  That  is  not  a  due  appre- 
ciation of  the  situation.  Putting  aside  altogether  the  question  whether  the 
Government  ought  to  have  made  larger  preparations  for  the  war  than  they 
did,  the  war  is  a  more  difficult  war  than  was  anticipated  in  any  quarter. 
Why  ?  Let  us  be  frank  and  honest  towards  our  opponents.  It  is  not  ouly 
because  of  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  but  because  of  the  enemy  to  whom 
we  are  opposed,  for  I  venture  to  say  that,  man  for  man,  there  is  no  country 
in  the  world  that  could  produce  in  the  field  a  force  so  formidable  as  that 
we  are  meeting." 

(3)  The  Question  op  Compulsory  Service. 

Everyone  is  conscious  of  one  fact  in  these  debates,  that  there  has  been 
something  hanging  over  us — namely,  the  question  of  compulsory  service. 
Whether  you  regard  it  as  a  will-o'-the-wisp,  or  as  an  ogre,  or  as  a  Sword  of 
Damocles,  or  as  whatever  figure  you  choose,  it  has  been  hanging  over  us  ;  and 
there  are  some  people  who  imagine  that  notwithstanding  the  disclaimers  that 
members  of  the  Government  and  their  supporters  have  made,  these  conjectural 
expedients  which  have  been  put  forward  have  been  expected,  if  not  intended, 
to  pave  the  way  and  prepare  the  mind  of  the  country  for  the  adoption  of  larger 
and  more  strenuous  methods.  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  entertain  that  sus- 
picion. It  is  too  Machiavellian  altogether  for  a  number  of  English  gentlemen 
to  entertain  any  such  scheme.  I  believe  the  Government  honestly  rejected 
that  method  of  obtaining  sufficient  forces  for  this  country.    ...    It  is 

Perfectly  true  that  the  idea  of  compulsory  service  is  repugnant  to  our  people ; 
ut  the  greater,  if  not  the  higher,  more  forcible,  and  more  tangible,  objection 
is  that  it  is  wholly  inapplicable  to  our  Constitution.  There  is  no  analogy 
between  our  case  in  this  respect  and  that  of  foreign  countries.  In  the  first 
place,  foreign  countries  have  not  colonies  on  any  great  scale.  You  could 
never  take  a  conscript  and  send  him  to  defend  a  tropical  colony  a  great 
distance  from  his  own  soil.  Then,  again.  Continental  countries  have 
to  guard  against  the  conterminous  enemy  who  can  hurl  over  the  frontier 
his  legions  to  an  extent  which  is  only  limited  by  the  number  of  men 
of  fighting  age  he  can  put  into  the  ranks,  and,  therefore,  every  country 
has  to  lay  hold  of  every  available  man  and  thrust  him  into  the 
line  of  battle  in  defence  of  his  home.  How  do  wo  stand  ?  We  are  sur- 
rounded by  the  sea,  and  we  have  the  Fleet  to  defend  us.  It  is  said  the 
Fleet  can  be  overwhelmed  and  possibly  destroyed.  In  that  case  no  armed 
force  we  could  have  in  this  country  could  save  us.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Fleet  may  be  temporarily  disabled,  or  that  some  calamity  of  that  sort  may 
befall  us.  Then,  I  would  say,  take  half  a  dozen  of  your  best  soldiers  and 
half  a  dozen  of  your  best  sailors  and  let  them  estimate  what  is  the  largt  st 
force  that  could  in  such  circumstances  be  landed  in  this  country.  They 
would  disagree  among  themselves.  Take  the  biggest  of  their  estimates  and 
go  to  your  skilled  soldiers  and  say — How  many  men  do  you  require  to  over- 
whelm this  force?  Then  you  know  the  force  that  is  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  country.  But  supposing  you  have  conscription  you  would 
have,  whether  for  the  Militia  or  for  the  Line,  a  force  far  larger  than  could  be 
conveniently  placed  against  any  invading  army.  In  fact,  you  would  have  a 
preposterously  large  force  which  you  would  not  require.    It  may  be  said 
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coiiaeription  irill  not  be  universal ;  there  will  be  something  like  the  ballot 
for  the  Militia.  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  the  system  of  the  ballot  for 
the  Militia,  and  cases  of  grievances  under  it,  very  many  years  ago.  Will 
yoa  allow  aubstitutes  in  the  system  of  ballot  ?  In  that  case  you  merely  put 
a  heavy  burden  on  the  poor  man  from  which  the  rich  man  will  be  free.  But 
I  presume  you  will  not  allow  substitutes.  Then  you  will  have  the  personal 
daty  of  the  defence  of  the  sanctity  of  our  country  and  homes,  which  ought 
to  he  the  duty  of  every  man  capable  of  carrying  arms,  committed  only  to  the 
few,  and  those  are  to  be  in  that  position  by  what  I  should  say  is  compulsion 
tempered  by  the  ballot-box.  Universal  conscription  I  can  understand,  and 
in  GoDtinental  countries  it  may  be  necessary  ;  but  conscription  with  the 
ballot  seems  to  me  to  be  a  combination  of  the  press  gang  and  the  roulette 
table,  which  is  neither  a  very  dignified  nor  effective  way  of  defending  the 
oouDtiy,  and  the  application  of  such  a  system  would  have  the  effect  which  it 
has  had  in  the  experience  of  this  country  in  previous  generations  of,  if  not 
absolately  wiping  out,  at  all  events  greatly  impairing  the  work  of  our 
voluntary  system,  so  far  as  that  existed  alongside  of  it" 

(4)  If  tus  Rbgulak  Army  be  Increased. 
*\  ,  .  Roughly  speaking  we  are  about  at  the  limits  of  our  recruiting 
resources.  .  .  .  Are  you  quite  sure  we  will  get  the  recruits  we  want! 
At  present  we  take  our  men  from  the  lower,  less  settled,  and,  perhaps, 
more  adventurous  classes  of  the  community,  which  has  the  one  advan- 
tage that  we  abstract  the  least  that  is  possible  from  the  cultivating  and 
creating  industrial  resources  of  the  country.  But,  as  I  have  said,  we  have 
well  nigh  got  to  the  limit  of  the  supply  from  that  class.  What  are  you 
to  do  if  you  want  more  men?  You  must  increase  the  pay,  it  is  said.  But 
let  it  be  distinctly  understood — and  I  am  sure  that  in  this  I  am  speaking  the 
opinion  of  every  one  who  has  considered  this  matter — that  you  will  do  no 
good  unless  you  make  a  very  large  addition  to  the  pay.  The  mere  giving  of 
a  penny  half-penny  or  twopence  a  day  has  been  tried  again  and  again,  and 
alUiough  I  will  not  say  it  was  money  thrown  away,  it  has  nut  had  the  desired 
effect  If  you  want  to  have  a  large  supply  of  recruits  you  must  tap  another 
class  of  the  community  altogether ;  you  must  compete  in  the  well-paid 
labour  market,  and  if  you  do  that  you  will  have  to  face  three  results.  In 
the  first  place  (1)  you  would  incur  a  prodigious  cost ;  in  the  second  (2)  the 
additional  money  paid  for  the  existing  class  of  recruits  would  be  thrown 
away,  because  you  would  have  got  them  at  the  present  terms  ;  and  in  the 
third  place  (3)  you  would  lose  the  services,  as  creators  of  wealth,  of  the  men 
whom  you  would  take  from  that  higher  class.  It  may  be  necessary  to  do  this  ; 
but  let  us  at  all  events  do  it  with  our  eyes  open  ;  let  us  understand  that  it 
will  mean  a  heavy  burden,  in  all  these  three  respects,  upon  the  country." 

(6)  Armaments  Depend  Upon  Policy. 
Our  Army  must  be  based  upon  our  military  requirements.  Our  military 
requirements  depend  upon  our  policy.  The  Prime  Minister  said  last  night,  *  I 
do  not  admic  that  the  trouble  we  are  now  in  is  due  to  any  extension  of  the 
Empire.  Our  difficulties  arise  entirely  from  this  war  with  the  two  Republics 
tnd  certainly  that  has  arisen  out  of  no  extension  of  the  E<iipire.'  I  do  not 
vish  to  raise  over  again  the  controversies  that  are  in  full  force  between  us  on 
the  subject  of  this  war,  but  I  am  afraid  there  are  many  of  us  at  least  who 
think  that  the  extension  of  the  Empire,  the  acquisition  of  fresh  territory, 
is  certainly  to  be  found  among  the  things  which  led  to  this  war.  But, 
leaving  that  aside,  do  our  difficulties  arise  solely  from  this  war  with  the  two 
Republics?  .  .  .  Have  we  no  complications,  difficulties,  and  dangers  in 
other  parts  of  the  world  ?  Leaving  out  of  consideration  other  continents, 
^  us  look  at  the  continent  of  Africa  alone.    Is  there  nothing  in  North 
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Africa,  in  West  A^frica,  in  East  Africa,  which  may  not  at  any  moment 
call  for  the  use  of  troops?  We  have  uone  on  for  some  years 
anxious  apparently  for  one  thing  alone,  that  we  should  be  before- 
hand with  our  neighbours  in  securing  the  possible  future  advantages 
of  great  undeveloped  countries,  and  in  doing  that  we  have  let  the 
risks  take  care  of  themselves,  and  thus  we  have  mortgaged  our  strength. 
This  is  the  policy  whose  fruit  we  see  in  the  present  difficulties.  Lant 
year  I  ventured  to  express  my  doubts  on  this  very  ground  of  the  wisdom  of 
our  great  enterprises,  brilliant  and  successful  as  they  were,  in  the  Soudan. 
I  pointed  out  the  tremendous  strain  on  our  military  resources  —the  difficult 
and  dangerous  position  it  may  develop  into  in  the  course  of  time — to  have  a 
great  equatorial  Empire  in  the  heart  of  Africa.  Is  there  no  cause  for  anxiety 
there  now  ?  Is  there  no  one  there  ready  to  take  advantage  of  a  South 
African  war  ?  If  there  is  not,  and  I  hope  there  is  not,  it  Ls  very  fortunate 
for  us.  But  it  is  not,  however,  possible  demands  from  localities  that  we 
have  to  consider.  It  is  rather  the  temper  and  disposition  towards  us  which 
this  line  of  policy  persistently  pursued  by  this  country  has  created  in  the 
minds,  not  only  of  Governments,  but  of  peoples  with  whom  most  of  the 
people  of  this  country  have  no  interest  and  no  desire,  except  to  remain  on  the 
most  friendly  and  cordial  terms.  I  am  only  dealing  with  this  question  now 
as  it  affects  the  Army.  I  am  quite  ready,  let  it  be  understood,  to  assent  to 
any  proposal  for  increasing  the  Army,  in  the  way  of  building  up  deficiencies 
either  in  any  particular  branch  of  the  service  or  in  the  equipment  of  the 
Army.  But  wliat  I  wish  to  make  clear  beforehand  is  that  we  will  be  no  party 
to  any  alteration  in  the  character  of  the  military  forces  that  may  be  designed 
hereafter  to  assist  in  an  aggressive  or  ambitious  policy.  Our  Empire  is  vast 
and  it  is  strong.  Why  is  it  strong  ?  Because  it  id  an  Empire  of  peace,  of 
commerce,  of  kindly  relations  between  self-governing  communities,  it  cannot 
be  maintained  as  a  military  Empire.  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  man  to  do  it. 
By  bringing  in  the  military  spirit,  by  making  a  great  part  of  it  rest  upon  the 
sword,  you  will  not  add  either  to  its  extent  or  its  strengrh.  On  the  contrary, 
you  will  take  from  both,  and  you  will  be  the  worst  friend  of  the  Empire 
which  you  profess  to  serve." 


Amendments  to 
THE  Address. 


It  may  be  convenient  to  summarise,  as 
usual,  the  various  Amendments  which  were 
moved  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  the  Address 
in  reply  to  the  Queen's  Speech : — 

Date.  Mover, 
-Feb  ^  Edmond  Fitzmaurice  (L) 

Feb.     7.— Mr.  John  Redmond  (N)  ... 


8.— Mr.  H.  E.  Kearley  (L) 

8.  — Mr.  J.  G.  Weir  (L) 
8.  9.— Mr.  Clancy  (N)  ... 

9.  — Mr.  Daly  (N) 

9.— Mr.  Flavin  (N)  ... 


Subject. 

South  African  Policy. 

Lost  by  213  (362  to  139). 
For  stopping  the  War. 

Lost  by  302  (368  to  66). 
Patriotic  Fund. 

Discussed  and  withdrawn. 
Deer  Forests  in  Scotland. 

Lost  by  73  (186  to  113). 
Irish  Financial  Relations. 

Lost  by  123(200  to  77). 
Irish  Land  Acts. 

Lost  by  134  (209  to  75X 
Deportation  of  Irish  Paupers. 
Discussed  and  withdrawn. 
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So  far  as  parties  in  the  House  are  concerned 
Irish  Reunion.  the  most  striking  event  of  the  Session  has  been 
the  reunion  of  the  Irish  Nationalists  under  the 
leftdership  of  Mr.  John  Redmond,  who  has  been  elected  Sessional 
Chairman.  For  the  first  time  since  the  deposition  of  Mr.  Parnell  the 
Irish  Nationalists  form  one  Parliamentary  party.  The  basis  of 
reunion  has  been  that  the  Nationalists  are  to  be  entirely  independent 
—the  alliance  with  the  Liberal  party  is  definitely  at  an  end,  and  each 
party  resumes  its  entire  freedom.  Mr.  John  Redmond  has  thus  laid 
down  the  lines  in  which  in  future  the  Nationalist  party  is  to  work  in  an 
appeal  for  funds  addressed  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  dated  February 


The  opportunities  which  the  party  system  in  Great  Britain  in  its  very 
nature  opens  up  to  an  Irish  party,  numerous,  constant  in  attendance,  united 
aod  independent  of  all  British  parties,  are  known  to  us  by  past  experience. 
Ministries  have  been  made  and  unmade  by  such  a  party  ;  benefits  have  been 
wrested  from  reluctant  and  even  hostile  majorities  ;  policies  have  been 
altered  to  the  advantage  of  Ireland  by  the  steady  and  sustained  compulsion 
of  an  Irish  Parliamentary  force  known  to  speak  for  the  nation,  acting  as  a 
single  man,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  occasion  of  attack  and  defence. 
The  opportunities  for  achievements  of  such  a  character  are  likely  in  the 
fotore  to  be  not  less,  but  more  numerous  than  at  any  period  in  the  past. 
The  present  time  is  absolutely  rife  with  possibilities.  The  greatest  crisis  in 
the  memory  of  living  man  has  arisen  in  the  afiairs  of  the  Empire,  and  no 
one  can  tell  the  moment  when  eighty  Irish  members,  thinking  only  of  the 
interests  of  their  country,  may  be  able  to  extract  from  the  situation  its 
legitimate  fruit.  The  question  is — Will  the  people  of  Ireland  enable  their 
representatives  to  take  advantage  of  these  possibilities  ?  And  the  answer  to 
it  admits  of  no  delay.  The  supreme  question  of  national  self-government 
most  be  restored  to  its  rightful  position  as  the  greatest  of  all  political 
iasuee ;  but,  apart  from  the  question  of  Home  Kule,  Ireland  stands  in 
immediate  need  of  several  reforms  of  the  first  importance.  The  land  ques- 
tioD  is  still  unsolved.  It  can  never  be  solved  till  the  industry  of  agriculture 
—the  main  industry  of  our  country — is  freed,  by  the  universal  establish- 
ment of  compulsory  purchase  of  an  occupying  proprietary,  from  the  burden 
which  still  weighs  it  down,  and  by  some  great  scheme  for  replacing  the  land 
in  the  poverty-stricken  districts  of  the  west  in  the  possession  of  the  people. 
The  mdustry  of  agriculture  and  all  the  other  industries  of  Ireland  are  the 
victims  of  a  system  of  over-taxation  the  most  iniquitous  in  its  conception  and 
in  its  results  of  any  in  the  civilised  world.  If  the  plunder  of  Ireland  which 
is  effected  by  that  system  is  not  stopped  the  Irish  nation  will  bleed  to  death. 

The  old  policy  by  which  the  majority  of  the  nation  was,  in  the  past, 
condenmed  by  law  to  ignorance  unless  it  forfeited  its  religious  faith  is  still 
persisted  in  as  regards  that  portion  of  our  Catholic  people  who  are  anxious 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  university  education.  Those  of  our 
Catholic  youth  who  might  naturally  be  expected  to  become  leaders  of  public 
opinion  are  still  condemned  by  the  spirit  of  an  old-world  bigotry  to  deprive 
tbemselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  higher  training  of  the  intellect,  unless 
they  resort  to  institutions  founded  and  carried  on  on  principles  at  variance 
with  their  religious  convictions. 

These  and  many  other  questions  press  with  daily  increasing  urgency 
for  settlement.  Much  may  be  done  to  further  their  solution,  even  during 
the  present  Parliamentary  Session,  if  the  action  of  the  Parliamentary  repre- 
sentatives in  closing  up  their  ranks,  and  absolutely  burying  past  feuds,  be 


10th,  1900:— 


78 


THB  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


[March,  1900. 


backed  up  by  corresponding  action  on  the  part  of  those  whom  they  repre- 
sent, and  if  these  representatives  are  now  enabled  by  their  oonstitaente  to 
give  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  con- 
tinuous attendance  and  unsleeping  vigilance,  without  which  a  fighting 
Parliamentary  party  is  impossible.*' 

This  may  not  conduce  to  the  Parliament^ary  quiet  life,"  but  it  is  a 
notable  declaration  which  may  profoundly  modify  and  influence  the 
Parliamentary  situation  in  the  near  future. 


Lord  Durham  has  for  some  time  been  restive 
The  Dissentient    as  a  Liberal  Unionist,  and  now  he  has  definitely 
Lord  Durham.      declined  any  longer  to  support  the  present 
Government.    He  has  sent  the  following  letter 
to  Mr.  J.  E.  Backhouse,  hon.  secretary  of  the  Durham  and  NortJi 
Riding  Liberal  Unionist  Association  : — 

<<Lambton  OastJe,  25th  Feb.,  1900. 
**  My  dear  Backhouse, — Your  letter  of  the  19th  inst.  brings  to  a  climax  my 
relations  with  the  Durham  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  and  impels  me  to  a 
course  of  action  which  I  have  for  some  time  considered  inevitable.  You  ask 
my  sanction  as  president  for  the  promulgation  of  letters  and  appeals  to 
strengthen  our  party  position  in  the  county  of  Durham.  I  much  regret  that 
I  cannot  support  those  appeals,  which  are  intended  to  maintain  in  office, 
after  the  General  Election,  a  Government  which  has  in  my  opinion  neglected 
its  duties,  thrown  away  its  opportunities,  and  ignored  the  temper  of  the 
nation.  The  present  Ministers  have  brought  in  drastic  and  Socialistic 
measures,  without  consulting  those  whom  they  most  nearly  affected.  They 
have  promoted  ill-considered  legislation  which  they  have  had  to  withdraw 
owing  to  its  impracticability.  They  have  tried  to  be  all  things  to  all  men, 
and  have  signally  failed  in  retaining  the  confidence  of  any.  Their  light- 
hearted  manner  of  drifting  into  war  and  of  initiating  the  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  their  apparent  inability  to  embody  the  feeling  of  the  nation  in  its 
patriotic  desire  to  bring  this  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  conclusion, 
have  convinced  me  that  they  have  neither  the  capacity  nor  the  vigour  which 
are  required  to  place  our  Empire  in  that  condition  of  security  which  its 

rsition  demands.  I  thought  I  was  supporting  a  strong  Government, 
find  it  is  the  weakest  Government  with  the  largest  majority  of  modern 
times.  '  I  must,  therefore,  request  you  to  accept  my  resignation  as  president 
of  the  Durham  and  North  Riding  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  and  to 
convey  my  sincere  thanks  to  all  the  officers  for  their  friendly  and  zealous 
assistance  during  the  years  in  which  I  have  had  the  honour  of  being 
associated  with  them. — Believe  me,  yours  very  sincerely, 

•*Ddrhab£." 

What  a  merciful  thing  (for  themselves)  it  is  that  the  Government 
thought  of  the  formula  that  all  patriotic  electors  ought  to  "  vote 
khaki."  The  device  has  not  deceived  Lord  Durham,  but  "  khakiness  " 
covers  a  multitude  of  sins  in  other  directions.  For  our  part  we  do 
not  forget  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  "  in  his  Radical  days  "  detined  (at 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  March  15th,  1884)  "  the  ordinary  strategy  of  the 
Tories  "to  be  ''to  distract  attention  from  home  affairs  to  the  com- 
plications of  foreign  policy." 
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We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.     imports  and  exports  for  January,  along  with 
a  table  showing  last  year's  trade,  as  compared 
with  the  same  period  of  1898  : — 

Jan  DAB  Y,  1900. 




Month  ending  Jan.  31st. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900. 

1899. 

Imports   

Re^ports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  I 

V>VXi>IUBl  Ju  oFC  OiillCLloe  J 

£ 

44,560,849 
23,583,682 

5,482,465 

£ 

41,216,606 
20,347,234 

5,120,260 

£ 

3,344,243 
3,236,448 

362,205 

£ 

Total  

73,626,996 

66,684,100  I  6,942,896 

The  Trade  of  1899. 

For  the  tweWe  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Dea  Slst,  *99. 

Dec.  3Ut,  "98. 

£ 

485,075,514 
♦264,660,647 

65,019,549 

£ 

470,378,583 
233,359,240 

60,654,748 

£ 

14,696,931 
31,301,407 

4,364,801 

£ 

Ele-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  > 
Colonial  Merchandise  j 

Total  

814,755,710 

764,392,571 

50,363,139 

*  This  amount  includes  the  value  of  new  ships  not  registered  as  British,  not 
recorded  prior  to  1899. 


We    give   elsewhere    (at   page  87)  the 
Thk  Housing  of  thb  provisions  of  the  Housing  Bill  which  Mr. 
Working  Olassbs.    Chaplin  has  brought  in.  It  is  hardly  necessary 
to  say  that  it  is  inadequate — you  cannot  pluck 
grapes  from  thistles,  and  it  would  be  too  much  to  expect  real  funda- 
mental reform  from  a  Tory  like  Mr.  Chaplin.    Sir  Walter  Foster,  in 
commenting  on  the  Bill  on  its  first  reading,  said  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  February  22nd  : — 

*•  He  thought  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  this  was  one  of  the 
most  serious  questions  awaiting  the  decision  of  Parliament.  It  was  a  question 
which  struck  directly  at  the  morality  and  well-being  of  the  people,  which 
struck  at  a  condition  of  things  under  which ,  at  present,  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people  in  London  and  throughout  the  country  lived,  and  a  condition  of 
things  which  made  decency  impossible  and  morality  a  miracle.  He  did  not 
think  the  Bill  could  be  considered  an  adequate  method  of  dealing  with  a 
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great  national  evil.  Within  the  last  few  months  this  question  had  been 
brought  very  prominently  before  the  public,  and  in  the  columns  of  the 
Daily  News  they  had  recounted  the  very  great  horrors  of  overcrowding  in 
London  and  in  the  country,  which  must  have  made  everyone  anxious  for  the 
well-being  of  his  fellow-countrymen  wish  for  some  wise  and  bold  action  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Instead  of  this,  we  had  a  little  measure  of  a 
class  not  worthy  either  of  the  Local  Government  Board  or  the  Government. 
He  believed  that  no  measure  for  the  purpose  of  getting  better  housing 
accommodation  for  the  people  would  be  adequate  to  that  great  and  desirable 
end  which  did  not  do  several  things.  In  the  first  place  (1)  it  ought  to  give 
powers  to  local  authorities  to  get  at  the  real  owners  of  bad  house  property. 
They  ought  to  be  able  to  find  out  the  culprit  who  was  fattening  on  the 
miseries  of  his  fellow-creatures.  Secondly  (2)  they  ought  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity for  local  authorities  to  take  over,  by  much  simpler  and  cheaper 
methods,  every  property  declared  to  be  insanitary.  Thirdly  (3)  they  oaght 
to  have  simple  and  inexpensive  methods  of  taking  land  for  this  great  public 
purpose,  in  which  the  ordinary  expenses  for  taking  land  compulsorily  ought 
not  to  be  incurred,  and  they  ought  to  have  power  to  do  something  more. 
Fourthly  (4)  there  ought  to  be  some  power  in  a  central  authority  or  some 
large  local  authority  supervising  local  areas  to  force  the  local  authorities  to 
do  their  duty.  And  lastly  (5)  they  ought  to  have  means  in  a  measure  of 
this  kind  by  which  money  should  be  given  at  the  lowest  possible  rate  of 
interest,  and  for  long  periods,  to  the  local  authorities,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  carry  on  this  work.'* 


Mr.  Tennant,  the  Liberal  M  P.  for  Berwick- 
Lead  Poisoning  in    shire,  is  honourably  distinguished  for  the  zeal 
Potteries.         he  htos  shown  in  connection  with  the  question 
of  Dangerous  Trades.    On  February  23rd  he 
took  the  opportunity  in  Supply  of  drawing  attention  to  the  subject 
of  lead  poisoning  in  potteries  : — 

Within  the  last  few  days  prosecutions  had  been  undertaken  against 
Messrs.  Doulton  and  Messrs.  Minton  for  breach  of  the  special  rules  made 
by  the  Home  Office.  The  House  was  aware  that  special  rules  applicable  to 
the  trade  had  been  issued  by  the  Home  Office.  One  of  the  most  important 
of  those  rules  was  that  firms  must  supply  and  maintain  suitable  and  sufficient 
washing  accommodation.  In  1898  it  was  found  necessary  to  define  what 
was  meant  by  suitable  washing  accommodation.  Arbitration  took  place,  and 
one  set  of  special  rules  contained  one  definition  nnd  another  set  of  special 
rules  contained  another  definition.  Messrs.  Doulton  accepted  the  original 
rules,  but,  more  than  eighteen  months  after  their  acceptance,  instead  of  the 
firm  providing  suitable  washing  accommodation  they  only  provided  a  trough 
with  four  loose  basins  and  water  pipe,  with  six  towels  for  the  use  of  thirty- 
nine  men.  The  magistrate  before  whom  the  case  was  brought  refused 
to  convict  under  the  more  stringent  rules  which  had  been  accepted  by  the 
firm,  stating  that  he  would  proceed  under  the  less  stringent  rules.  The 
latter  rules  had  really  no  application  to  the  firm.  He  understood  that  the 
magistrate  had  distinguished  himself  before,  having  in  another  case  refused 
to  convict  under  the  whole  rules,  which  ho  said,  were  too  vague.  The 
magistrate  not  only  refused  to  convict,  but  he  poured  the  vials  of  his  scorn 
on  the  Home  Office,  saying  that  what  had  taken  place  was  not  prosecution, 
but  persecution.  He  hoped  they  would  have  some  assurance  that  the  Home 
Secretary  would  represent  the  facts  to  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Messrs. 
Minton  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  progress  and  reform,  but  recently  they 
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had  been  rightly  proceeded  against  for  a  failure  to  supply  overalls  to  women 
engaged  in  colour  dusting,  an  occupation  which  was  laid  down  by  the  special 
rules  as  dangerous.  If  well-known  firms  such  as  those  he  had  named  were 
found  contravening  the  special  rules  in  such  elementary,  though  important, 
particulars  what  could  be  expected  from  smaller  and  struggling  tirnas  ?  Again, 
there  was  the  case  of  a  woman  who  died  a  fortnight  ago  from  lead  poisoning. 
Efeiybody  was  agreed  that  the  cause  of  death  was  lead  poisoning,  yet  the 
coroners  jury  expressed  the  opinion  that  credit  was  due  to  the  firm  by  whom 
the  woman  was  employed  for  tne  way  in  which  the  special  rules  were  carried 
out.  So  long  as  such  cases  occurred,  showing  as  they  did  that  there  was 
something  still  to  be  desired  in  the  administration  of  the  factory  laws,  he 
woiUd  de«in  it  his  duty  to  bring  them  under  the  notice  of  the  House." 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  in  reply,  promised  that  his  Bill  tlus 
Session  to  amend  the  Factory  Acts  would  amend  the  law  both  in  regard 
to  the  (1)  special  rules  in  the  case  of  dangerous  trades,  and  (2) 
the  system  of  arbitration.  Mr.  Asquith,  in  welcoming  this  intimation, 
said  : — 

"  The  {Doidton)  case  showed  it  was  possible  to  have  side  by  side  in  the 
same  district  two  entirely  different  codes  of  law  applying  to  persons  engaged 
in  the  same  occapation.  He  welcomed  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  that  the  time  had  come  to  put  an  end  to  this  anarchy,  and  t<» 
abolish  these  industrial  Alsatias  where  employers  could  do  pretty  well  as 
they  liked.  He  hoped  the  Bill  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  promised 
would  be  soon  introduced  and  vigorously  prosecuted,  so  that  before  the  year 
was  over  the  scandalous  state  of  things  disclosed  in  that  case  would  no  longer 
exist." 

The  times  may  not  be  "  propitious "  for  reforms  involving  large 
expenditure,  but  there  is  no  sort  of  reason  why  factory  law  reform 
should  not  be  undertaken  and  carried  through. 


There  were  some  interesting  and  important 
Ukivbrsal  School    episcopal  utterances  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Boards.  Winchester  Diocesan  Board  of  Education,  held 

on  February  12  th,  and  reported  in  the  Surrey 
Times  of  the  1 7th.  A  discussion  was  held  on  a  series  of  resolutions 
passed  by  a  committee  of  the  Manchester  Diocesan  Conference  and 
school  managers  appointed  to  report  on  the  practicability  of  combining 
public  local  control  of  elementary  schools  with  the  maintenance  of 
their  denominational  religious  character.  Briefly,  the  resolutions  were 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  expedient  tiiat  legislative  enactment  should  be 
sought  whereby  denominational  schools  should  be  made  use  of  by  the 
local  educational  authority,  all  trusts  or  agreements  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding,  on  certain  conditions,  the  schools  to  be  managed  by  a 
local  committee  of  managers  on  which  the  religious  denomination  should 
be  adequately  represented ;  the  local  authority  to  receive  the  income 
and  pay  for  the  efficient  maintenance  of  the  school,  an  increased  portion 
of  the  cost  of  which  should  be  defrayed  from  Imperial  sources  ;  capital 
expenditure  to  be  provided  by  the  denomination,  the  local  authority  to 
have  power  to  grant  loans,  repayable  in  twenty  or  thirty  years ;  the 
appointment  and  dismissal  of  all  teachers  to  rest  with  the  local  corn- 
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mittee  of  managers,  subject  to  confirmation  by  the  local  authority,  the 
head  teacher  and  all  other  teachers  entrusted  with  the  denominational 
religious  instruction  to  be  of  the  denomination  to  which  the  school 
belonged,  due  provision  being  made  under  the  Cowper-Temple  clause 
for  the  religious  instruction  of  all  children  not  of  the  school  denomina- 
tion ;  the  religious  instruction  in  Church  schools  to  be  superintended 
by  the  parochial  clergy. 

After  Canon  Stenning  (hon.  secretary  of  the  Winchester  Board  of 
Education)  said  he  did  not  think  that  the  scheme  outlined  in  the 
resolutions  of  the  Manchester  Committee  was  needed  in  the  south  of 
England,  the  Bishop  of  Southampton  said  : — 

Looking  generally  at  the  question,  they  should  not  consider  it  as  one 
of  the  south  against  the  north,  but  as  one  affecting  Voluntary  schools  over 
the  whole  country.  The  whole  position  of  education  would  be  considered 
before  very  long.  The  five-year  aid  grant  would  expire  in  1901,  and  tbey 
ought  to  look  to  the  possibility  of  a  general  re-construction.  On  broad  lines 
he  was  in  favour  of  a  scheme  of  th»t  kind,  because  he  believed  that  sootier  or 
later  they  would  come  to  univerml  school  hoards^  but  he  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  he  supported  the  details." 

Later  on  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  said: — 

At  the  last  two  diocesan  conferences  he  took  most  strongly  the  line 
taken  by  the  Bishop  of  Southampton  that  day.  They  were  absolutely 
bound  to  look  forward  to  a  re-adjustment  of  that  matter,  which  would  take 
into  consideration  the  conditions  of  England  as  a  whole,  and  they  were 
living  in  a  fool's  paradise  if  they  took  the  schools  of  Hampshire,  or  of  the 
diocese  as  a  whole,  and  argued  that  because  the  pressure  was  not  intolerable, 
and  that  the  continuance  of  their  schools  there  was  fairly  assured,  if  they 
were  aUowed  to  go  on  exactly  as  they  were,  the  same  state  of  things  was 
prevaUing  throughout  England." 

We  welcome  this  recognition  that  **  re-adjustment "  is  inevitable. 


Everybody  knows  the  story  of  the  judges 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  when  they  met  to  draw  up  an  address.    "  Con- 
"Admissions."       scious  as   we  are  of  our  infirmities'*  was 
in  the  first  draft,  whereupon  the  late  L«ord 
Bowen  suggested  that  the  better  phrasing  would  be,  "  of  each  other's 
infirmities."    Mr.  Chamberlain  seems  very  much  on  the  same  lines. 
Speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  February  5th,  he  said  : — 

**  I  think  that  I  have  been  frank  with  the  House.  I  have  not  spared 
the  Government ;  I  have  admitted  mistakes ;  but  do  not  let  us  make  perhaps 
a  greater  mistake  than  any,  do  not  let  us  exaggerate. " 

Next  night  (February  6th)  Mr.  Chamberlain  interrupted  Mr.  Asquith 
as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Asquith  :  The  right  hon.  gentleman's  {Mr.  Chamberlains)  despatches 
and  speeches  were  now  the  property  of  the  recording  angel  of  history. 
Litera  scripta  manet ;  what  would  he  not  give  for  the  chance  of  editing 
them  to-day  ! 

Mk.  Chamberlain  :  I  would  not  alter  a  word. 

It  is  clear  that  when  Mr.  Chamberlain  "  owned  up  "  he  did  so  for  his 
colleagues. 
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BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


(An  asterisk  denotes  that  the  Bill  is  a  Government  Measure.) 


♦Railways  (Prbvention  op  Aocidbnts.) 

A  Bill  for  the  better  Prevention  of  Accidents  on  Railways,  pre- 
pared and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  Sir  Richard  Webster,  and  Sir 
Robert  Finlay,  and  read  a  first  time  on  February  12th. 

The  Board  of  Trade  is  empowered  to  make  rules  with  the  object  of 
reducing  or  removing  the  dangers  and  risks  incidental  to  railway 
service  in  the  following  matters  : — 

1.  Brake  levers  on  both  sides  of  waggons. 

2.  LabeUing  waggons. 

3.  Movement  of  waggons  by  propping  and  tow  roping. 

4.  Steam  brakes  on  engines. 

5.  Lighting  of  stations  or  sidings  where  shunting  operations  are  frequently 
carried  on  after  dark. 

6.  Protection  of  point  rods  and  signal  wires,  and  position  of  ground  levers 
working  points. 

7.  Position  of  offices  and  cabins  near  working  lines. 

8.  Marking  of  fouling  points. 

9.  Construction  and  protection  of  gauge  glasses. 

10.  Arrangement  of  tool  boxes  and  water  gauges  on  engines. 

11.  Working  of  trains  upon  running  lines  without  brake  vans. 

12.  Protection  to  permanent  way  men  when  relaying  or  repairing 
permanent  way. 

On  matters  not  included  in  above  list  the  Board  of  Trade  may  make 
rules  in  cases  of  avoidable  danger,  after  giving  the  railway  company 
reasonable  opportunity  of  reducing  or  removing  the  danger  or  risk. 

The  rules  must  be  published  in  the  Gazette^  and  opportunity  given 
for  the  lodging  of  objections,  in  consequence  of  which  the  draft  rules 
may  be  modified. 

If,  after  the  consideration  of  any  such  objection,  the  person  who 
has  made  it  is  not  satisfied  with  the  mode  in  which  the  objection  is 
dealt  with,  he  is  to  be  able  (by  notice  in  writing  to  the  Boird  of  Trade 
given  within  the  time  limited  in  that  behalf  by  the  Board)  to  require 
Uie  Board  to  refer  the  objection  to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commis- 
sioners ;  the  Commissioners  to  consider  whether  any  objection  so 
referred  to  them  is  reasonable,  and,  if  so,  the  rule  to  which  the  objec- 
tion relates  is  not  to  be  made. 

The  Board  of  Trade,  in  considering  any  objection  to  a  draft  rule, 
and  the  Commissioners,  in  considering  any  objection  referred  to  them, 
are  to  have  regard  to  the  question  whether  the  requirements  of  the 
role  would  materially  interfere  with  the  trade  of  the  country,  or  with 
the  necessary  operations  of  any  railway  company.  With  the  consent 
of  the  objectors  any  disputed  draft  rule  may  be  referred  to  a  referee. 

The  Board  of  Trade  may  make  an  order  or  give  a  direction  in 
place  of  a  general  rule. 

Penalties  are  laid  down  for  an  infraction  of  the  rules. 
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The  powers  of  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  inspectioa  of  railways 
are  to  include  power  to  inspect  any  railway  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining whether  there  is  any  ground  for  proceeding  under  this  Act,  or 
whether  there  has  been  any  contravention  of,  or  default  in  compliance 
with,  any  rule  made  under  this  Act. 

The  duty  of  a  railway  company  to  give  notice  of  accidents  is  to 
apply  to  accidents  attended  with  loss  of  life  or  personal  injury  to  any 
person  in  the  employment  of  the  company  on  any  line,  or  siding 
having  a  junction  with  the  railway  of  the  railway  company,  but  not 
belonging  to  or  in  the  occupation  of  any  railway  company,  in  like 
manner  as  it  applies  to  such  accidents  when  occurring  on  the  railway 
of  the  company,  and  the  provisions  relating  to  the  notice  of  such 
accidents  shall  have  effect  accordingly. 

If  the  Act  results  in  expenditure  by  a  railway  company  properly 
chargeable  to  capital  account,  debenture  stock  may  be  issued  (under 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Trade)  to  raise  the  necessary  money. 

Additional  Board  of  Trade  inspectors  are  to  be  appointed,  and  the 
railway  companies  have  to  give  all  reasonable  facilities  (subject  to  the 
due  working  of  their  traffic)  for  conducting  any  experiments  made  by 
the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act,  and  which  appeals  to 
the  whole  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

-^Companies. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Acts  prepared  and  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Ritchie,  Sir  Richard  Webster,  and  Sir  Robert  Finlay,  and  read  a 
first  time  on  February  1 2th. 

Incorporation  and  Objects, — By  Clause  1  a  certificate  of  incorpora- 
tion given  by  the  Registrar  of  Joint-Stock  Companies  is  to  be  conclusive 
evidence  that  the  requisitions  of  the  Companies  Acts  in  **  respect  of 
registration  and  of  matters  precedent  and  incidental  thereto  have  been 
complied  with."  The  provisions  of  a  Pharmacy  Act  are  applied  to  a 
company.  Companies  must  not  carry  on  the  "  profession  or  business  of 
a  physician,  surgeon,  dentist,  or  midwife." 

Appointment  and  Qualification  of  Directors,  —  A  person  is  not  to 
be  capable  of  being  appointed  or  proposed  as  a  director  of  a  company 
unless  his  consent  in  writing  has  been  filed  with  the  registrar  and  also 
taken  up,  or  promised  in  writing  to  take  up,  his  qualification  shares. 
A  director  shall  obtain  his  share  qualification  within  one  month  after 
his  appointment  or  election. 

Allotment. — No  allotment  is  to  be  made  unless  the  minimum 
amount,  if  any,  fixed  by  the  articles  of  association  and  the  prospectus, 
or  both,  has  been  subscribed.  Where  no  amount  is  fixed  then  the 
whole  amount  of  the  share  capital  asked  for  in  the  prospectus  vaxxsx,  be 
subscribed  before  allotment  is  lawful.  The  amount  so  fixed  and  named 
and  the  whole  amount  aforesaid  shall  be  reckoned  exclusively  of  any 
amount  payable  otherwise  than  in  cash,  and  is  in  this  Act  referred  to 
as  the  minimum  subscription.  In  certain  cases  the  directors  shall  be 
jointly  and  severally  liable  to  refund  the  sums  subscribed.  A  company 
allotting  shares  is  bound  to  make  a  return  as  to  the  allotments  within 
seven  days  to  the  registrar.    The  "underwriting"  of  subscriptions 
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is  allowed  under  certain  conditions,  e.g.,  the  particulars  must  be 
disclosed  in  the  prospectus. 

Pro9pecttL$. — Every  prospectus  must  be  dated.  Certain  particulars 
m%ut  be  set  out  in  the  prospectus — this  is  an  attempt  to  prevent  the 
costomarj  waiver  clause  by  which  the  subscriber  for  shares  is  held  to 
waive  particulars.  A  company  is  not  to  be  able  to  vary  the  terms  of 
a  contract  referred  to  in  the  prospectus,  except  with  the  approval  of 
the  statutory  meeting  or  any  subsequent  general  meeting. 

SUUiUory  Meeting, — The  statutory  meeting  is  to  be  held  witliin 
three  months  after  the  company  has  been  authorised  to  commence 
business/'  instead  of  four  months  after  that  date,  as  at  present.  Seven 
days  before  the  meeting  the  directors  are  to  send  a  report  to  each 
roeuiber  of  the  company  giving  particulars  as  to  the  allotment  and  as 
to  various  other  matters. 

Mortgages  and  Charges. — Mortgages  and  charges  are  to  be  registered, 
otherwise  they  are  to  be  void  against  the  liquidator  and  any  creditor  of 
the  company. 

There  are  also  provisions  relating  to  AiinucU  Summary,  Audit, 
Winding-up,  Defunct  Companies,  Companies  limited  by  Guarantee  and 
False  StcUements. 

♦Tithe  Rbnt-charob  (Ireland). 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Tithe  Rent-charge  in  Ireland, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  John  Atkinson  and  Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour,  and  read  a  first  time  on  February  22nd. 

When  tithe  rent-charge  was  created  its  value  was  made  to  change 
with  the  average  price  of  com.  It  is  now  proposed  to  make  the  tithe 
variable  according  to  the  variations  in  the  rent  of  the  land  out  of 
which  the  charge  issued,  as  fixed  under  the  Land  Act.  The  Bill  pro- 
vides that  in  each  county  all  tithe  rent-charges  payable  during  15 
years  immediately  succeeding  the  passing  of  the  Act  shall  be  varied 
from  the  figures  at  which  they  stood  on  August  22nd,  1884  (the 
last  occasion  on  which  proper  corn  averages  were  published),  according 
to  the  average  percentage  of  the  variations  of  rents  for  the  first 
statutory  term  in  the  county,  and  so  on  during  e^ch  succeeding  period 
of  15  years  for  each  succeeding  statutory  term.  In  other  words,  the 
charge  will  vary  accoi*ding  to  the  variation  in  the  average  rent  of  each 
county. 

Originally  all  tithe  rent-charges,  whether  ecclesiastical  or  lay,  were 
alike  subject  to  revision.  This  was  the  law  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  Act  of  1869,  and  continued  to  be  the  law  down  to  the  year 
1872,  when  an  Act  was  passed  in  that  year  excluding  ecclesiastical 
rent-charge  from  the  operation  of  the  revision  system.  The  Bill  repeals 
that  portion  of  the  Act  of  1872,  and  all  rent-charges,  ecclesiastical  as 
well  as  lay,  are  to  be  subject  to  revision  under  the  new  system,  as  they 
were  under  the  old  system  anterior  to  1872.  The  statutes  of  1869 
and  1872  contained  a  provision  whereby  ecclesiastical  tithe  rent  charges 
could  be  redeemed  in  two  ways ;  first,  by  a  cash  payment  calculated 
upon  22 J  years'  purchase  of  the  tithe  rent-charge,  after  deducting 
poor-rate ;  and,  secondly,  by  the  payment  of  an  annuity  for  52  years 
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at  £4  9s.  per  cent,  of  the  purchase  money  so  ascertainecl.  Under  this 
arrangement  £3  16s.  3d.  per  cent,  was  in  effect  charged  for  interest, 
and  the  balance,  12s.  9d.  per  cent,  went  towards  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal.   This  term  is  by  the  Bill  reduced  in  all  cases  to  45  years. 

The  Bill  prevents  any  future  redemption,  with  the  result  that  the 
Land  Commissioners  will  have  a  settled  income,  and  a  considerable 
gain  will  accrue  to  the  Church  Fund  owing  to  the  system  of  redemp- 
tion ceasing.  The  total  amount  of  tithe  rent  charge  vested  in  the 
Land  Commission  under  the  Church  Act  was  slightly  over  J&400,000, 
and  of  that  amount  about  £165,000  remained  payable.  There  are  also 
clauses  with  reference  to  the  poor-rate.  Under  the  Poor  Relief  Act  of 
1838  a  tithepayer  was  enabled  to  deduct  the  whole  of  the  poor-rate 
from  the  tithe.  It  is  now  provided  that,  as  regarded  tithe  rent- 
charges  payable  out  of  hereditaments  situated  in  rural  districts,  the 
tithepayer  shall  henceforth  be  able  to  deduct  only  half  the  standard 
rate.  In  urban  districts  he  is  to  be  able  to  deduct  the  whole  of  the 
standard  rate.  From  that  it  had  been  calculated  that  the  Church 
Fund  would  gain  several  thousands  a  year,  perhaps  about  £6,000  a 
year.  But  the  net  loss  to  the  Fund,  thanks  to  the  Bill,  is  estimated  at 
£50,000  a  year. 

♦Census  (Great  Britain.) 

A  Bill  for  taking  the  Census  for  Qreat  Britain  in  the  year  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  one,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Chaplin,  The  liord  Advocate,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  and  read  a  first 
time  on  February  19th. 

The  next  census  is  to  be  taken  on  Sunday,  March  31st,  1901. 

Schedules  are  to  be  prepared  by  or  under  the  direction  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  for  the  purpose  of  being  filled  up  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  several  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses,  with  the  following 
particulars,  and  no  others,  namely,  particulars  showing — 

(a)  The  name,  sex,  age,  profession  or  occupation,  condition  as  to 

marriage,  relation  to  head  of  family,  birth  place,  and  (where 
the  person  was  bom  abroad)  nationality  of  every  living 
person  who  abode  in  every  house  on  the  night  of  the  census 
day ;  and 

(b)  whether  any  person  who  so  abode  was  blind  or  deaf  and 

dumb,  or  imbecile  or  lunatic  ;  and 

(c)  where  the  occupier  is  in  occupation  of  less  than  five  rooms,  the 

number  of  rooms  occupied  by  him  ;  and 

(d)  in  the  case  of  Wales  or  the  county  of  Monmouth,  whether 
any  person  who  so  abode  (being  of  three  years  of  age  or 
upwards)  speaks  English  only  or  Welsh  only,  or  both  English 
and  Welsh. 

In  the  case  of  Scotland,  particulars  are  to  be  obtained  as  to  speaking 
Gaelic,  whilst  the  number  of  rooms  in  each  dwelling-house  is  to  be  given. 

The  preliminary  abstract  is  to  be  printed  and  laid  before  Parliament 
within  five  montlis  of  the  census  day,  or  if  Parliament  be  not  sitting, 
within  the  first  fourteen  days  of  the  next  Session. 
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^Housing  of  the  Working  Classbs  Act  (1890)  Amendment. 

A  Bill  to  amend  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  18S>0,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Chaplin,  Sir  Matthew 
White  Ridley,  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  and  read  a  first 
time  on  February  22nd 

Where  any  council,  other  than  a  rural  district  council,  has 
adopted  Part  Three  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890, 
it  is  to  be  able,  for  supplying  the  needs  of  its  district,  to  estab- 
lish or  acquire  lodging-houses  for  the  working  classes  under  that  Part 
outside  its  district. 

The  council  of  any  rural  district  is  to  be  able,  with  the  consent  of 
the  county  council,  to  adopt  Part  Three  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  either  for  the  whole  of  their  district  or  for  any 
contributory  place  or  places  therein. 

In  giving  or  withholding  their  consent  under  this  section,  the 
county  council  must  have  regard — 

(a)  to  the  area  for  which  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  said  Part ; 

(b)  to  the  necessity  for  accommodation  for  the  housing  of  the 
working  classes  in  that  area ; 

(c)  to  the  probability  of  such  accommodation  being  provided 
without  the  adoption  of  the  said  Part ;  and 

(d)  to  the  liability  which  will  be  incurred  by  the  rates,  and  to  the 
question  whether  it  is,  under  all  the  circumstances,  prudent  for 
the  district  council  to  adopt  the  said  Part. 

The  Act  is  not  to  extend  to  Scotland  or  Ireland. 

Mines  (Eight  Hours). 

A  Bill  to  restrict  the  Hours  of  Labour  in  Mines  to  Eight  Hours  a 
Day  from  Bank  to  Bank,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Herbert 
Lewis  (L),  Mr.  William  Abraham  (L),  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley  (L),  Sir 
Charles  Dilke  (L),  Sir  Walter  Foster  (L),  Mr.  Jacoby  (L>,  Colonel  Mellor 
(C),  Mr.  Pickard  (L),  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer  (C),  Sir  Albert  Rollit  (C), 
Mr.  Woods  (L),  and  Mr.  Yoxall  (L),  read  a  first  time  on  February  2nd, 
and  refused  a  second  reading  on  February  28th  by  199  to  175. 

A  person  is  not,  in  any  one  day  of  twenty-four  hours,  to  be 
employed  underground  in  any  mine  for  a  period  exceeding  eight  hours 
from  the  time  of  his  leaving  the  surface  of  the  ground  to  the  time  of 
his  ascent  thereto,  except  in  cases  of  breakage  of  machinery,  explosions 
of  fire-damp,  or  any  accident  causing  the  entire  stoppage  of  the  work- 
ing of  the  mine. 

Any  employer,  or  the  agent  of  any  employer,  employing  or  per- 
mitting to  be  employed  any  person  other  than  the  officials  of  the 
nune,  as  defined  in  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act,  1887,  in  contra- 
vention of  this  enactment,  is  to  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
forty  shillings  for  each  ofifence,  to  be  recovered  in  the  same  manner  in 
which  any  penalty  under  the  Acts  relating  to  factories  and  workshops 
is  recoverable. 

The  Act  is  to  come  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1901. 
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Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Extension. 

A  Bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act, 
1897,  to  Agricultural  Labourers,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Harry  Foster  (C),  Mr.  Goulding  (C),  Mr.  Strutt  (C),  Lord  WiDou^bj 
de  Eresby  (C),  Col.  Chaloner  (C),  Sir  Cameron  Gull  (C),  Mr.  Cariile 
(C),  and  Mr.  Giles  (C)  and  read  a  first  time  on  February  2nd. 

The  Workmen's  ODmpensation  Act,  1897,  is  to  apply  to  all  employ- 
ment on  or  in  or  about  agricultural  work,  and  a  labourer  in  such 
employment  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  "  workman  "  within  the  meaning 
of  the  said  Act. 

It  way  safely  be  said  that  this  is  a  Bill  introduced  with  a  view  to 
electioneering  exigencies.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  backing  of  it 
is  strictly  confined  to  Tory  members  with  agricultural  constituents. 


From  the  Yorkshire  Post,  Februm  y  5th,  1900. 

*'  Every  vote  gjiven  to  Mr.  Murray  to-morrow  will  practically 
be  a  vote  given — whether  it  is  so  meant  or  not— to  the  Boera." 

This  sufficiently  illustrates  the  methods  used  at  York  to  secure  Mr. 
Faber's  return. 


From  the  Times,  March  Qth,  1900. 

''The  Budget  is  one  that  any  clerk,  or  even  any  schoolboy,  as 
someone  is  said  to  have  observed,  might  have  drawn  up.  .  .  . 
'  Nothing  has  been  done  to  widen  the  basis  of  taxation  or  to  create  a 
new  reserve  of  contributory  power  on  which  the  State  may  be  able 
to  draw  in  time  of  need.  •  .  .  It  is  unfortunate  that  a  statesman 
of  greater  energy  and  courage  is  not  at  the  Treasury. " 

The  Times  wanted  taxes  on  (1)  sugar,  (2)  imported  corn,  and  (3) 
imported  meat.    No  wonder  it  is  angry  and  disappointed. 


From  the  Moming  Post,  March  6th,  1900. 

**  The  public  will  learn  with  regret,  but  not  with  much  surprise, 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  done  nothing  to  raise  the 
character  of  the  Cabinet  for  originality  of  thought  or  clearness  of 
vision.    For  the  Budget  expounded  last  night  was  humdrum." 

It  is  "humdrum"  probably  because  it  does  not  borrow  all  the 
money. 


POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPEKS. 
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POINTS   FROxM  SPEECHES. 


GAptain  Bethell,  UP.  House  of  CtommonB,  February  7th,  1900. 

'*It  was  his  clear  opinion  and  firm  conviction  that  this  war  was  an 
unjust  and  unnecessary  war.  .  .  .  We  might,  and  should,  remove 
the  grievances ;  we  could  sweep  away  the  armed  camp,  but  we  could 
not  settle  a  racial  question  by  the  sword  7*000  miles  away  from 
this  country.  It  was  as  certain  as  that  he  was  standing  there 
that,  if  not  by  the  present  Government  then  by  gentlemen 
in  some  other  part  of  the  House,  free  institutions  at  the  end 
of  the  war  must  be  restored  to  the  Republics.  No  doubt  the 
Republics  technically  made  war  upon  us  ;  morally  he  held  that 
we  made  war  upon  them.  He  frankly  admitted  that  mistakes 
were  made  by  the  Governments  of  the  Republics,  and  he  was  not 
going  to  consent  to  an  amendment  which  suggested  that  we  should 
offer  terms  of  peace  while  the  enemy  was  upon  our  soil.  While 
it  was  essential  that  we  should  repel  the  invader  from  our  terri- 
tory, it  was  not  essential  merely  for  the  glory  of  defeating  the 
enemy  to  continue  a  war  after  proper  and  honourable  proposals 
could  be  made.  He  supported  the  view  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  member  for  Plymouth  that  when  the  time  came  to 
make  peace,  when  it  would  be  possible  to  undertake  negotiations 
and  to  put  a  stop  to  this  bloody  war,  when  there  was  once  more 
hope  of  giving  peace  to  South  Africa,  it  would  be  shocking  if  those 
who  were  mainly  responsible  for  its  having  broken  out— he  meant, 
among  others,  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies — should  be  entrusted 
with  the  negotiations." 

Frtm,  the  Times,  February  Sth,  1900. 
His  Tory  supporters  do  not  like  this  speech  of  Captain  Bethell's, 
but  they  have  not  evicted  him,  as  Plymouth  did  Sir  Edward  Clarke. 


Sir  Michael  Hicks-BeaclL  House  of  Oommons,  March  5th,  1900. 

have  seen  this  morning  a  suggestion  that  half  of  it  (tJie 
expftwe  of  ^  war)  should  be  so  provided,  that  we  should  make  this  an 
occasion  for  an  entirely  new  and  extraordinary  fiscal  departure — that  we 
should  raise  £30,000,000  in  addition  to  our  present  taxation  this  year,  to  be 
raised  paitly  from  the  income-tax,  but  also  from  new  taxation — a  sugar 
duty,  a  duty  on  corn,  a  duty  on  meat,  a  duty  on  all  agricultural  produce,  and 
Isst  but,  perhaps,  most  extraordinary  of  all,  in  view  of  what  we  have  done 
for  many  years  past  in  cheapening  postal  communication,  by  adding 
£4.000,000  a  year  to  the  postal  charges  for  the  benefit  of  the  revenue.  And 
Uiis  is  suggested  not  merely  to  pay  for  the  war  expenditure  of  the  year,  but 
because  it  is  proposed  that  when  the  war  is  happily  over,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
the  standing  army  of  this  country  is  to  be  increased  by  150  per  cent.,  and 
£20,000,000  a  year  is  to  be  added  to  our  Army  Estimates.  I  have  the  greatest 
respect  for  the  ability  of  the  writer  who  has  propounded  these  new  fiscal 
doctrines.  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  be  a  much  better  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  than  I,  but  all  the  same  I  venture  to  characterise  such  proposals 
IS  these  as,  in  my  judgment,  unwise  and  impracticable  to  the  last  degree." 

/Tow  the  Times,  March  Qth,  1900. 

We  welcome  this  very  emphatic  declaration  on  the  part  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
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The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.         The  Ohurch  House,  Westminster 

(Convocation  of  Canterbury). 

At  present  they  were  confronted  with  certain  serious  troubles, 
the  chief  one  being  the  great  difficulty  of  keeping  up  the  voluntary 
subscriptions  to  such  an  amount  as  would  enable  them  to  make 
their  schools  thoroughly  efficient.  There  was  unquestionably  a 
very  real  difficulty  there,  but  he  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  in 
too  great  a  hurry  to  suppose  that  when  the  great  body  of  Church- 
men were  really  aware  of  what  depended  upon  their  exertions  they 
would  still  fail  in  getting  the  voluntary  subscriptions  that  were 
necessary.  He  thought  it  was  their  duty  to  press  upon  the 
members  of  the  Church  that  they  had  had  provided  for  them  all 
the  endowments  which  had  been  given  to  the  Church  by  their  fore- 
fathers, and  had  consequently  been  relieved  of  the  burdens  which 
fell  upon  the  members  of  other  religious  bodies  in  this  country  in 
maintaining  their  own  ministry,  although  those  endowments  were 
not  sufficient  to  keep  pace  with  the  enormous  increase  in  the 
population.  They  had  a  right  to  say  to  the  laity  that  they  not  only 
wanted  sufficient  money  to  provide  for  the  spiritual  instruction  nf 
grown-up  people,  but  they  required  also  sufficient  means  to  enable 
them  to  educate  all  the  children  wlio  belonged  to  their  Church. 
He  thought  before  they  began  to  talk  about  giving  up  their 
voluntary  schools  because  they  could  not  get  them  properly 
supported  they  ought  to  make  greater  efforts  to  teach  the  laymen 
of  their  Church  what  their  duty  was  in  that  matter.  The  minister 
had  to  look  to  the  education  of  the  children  in  his  parish  just  as 
much  as  to  the  instructions  of  the  congregations  in  church." 

From  the  Times,  Febr^mry  9thj  1900. 

This  is  an  important  speech,  and  we  note  the  appeal  for  voluntary 
subscriptions.  As  to  the  relation  between  the  clergy  and  the  children 
of  their  parishes,  that  is  a  matter  for  the  Church  itself — always 
provided  that  State  money  is  not  used  to  give  the  clergy  hold  over  the 
children. 


Sir  Michael  Foster,  UP.         Burlington  House,  February  12th,  1900. 

''He  had  carefully  considered  on  which  side  of  the  House  he 
should  sit,  and  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  thac  it  was  only 
consistent  with  the  opinions  which  he  had  expressed  concerning 
the  present  war,  and  with  the  feelings  which  he  had  as  to  the 
supreme  importance  of  strengthening  the  bonds  of  our  great 
colonies  with  this  little  island,  that  he  should  first  of  aU^  at 
all  events,  take  his  seat  among  the  supporters  of  the  present 
Grovemment." 

From  the  TntEs,  Februwy  13th,  1900. 

This  is  not  a  surprising  decision.  Sir  Michael  Foster  was  run  as  a 
"distinguished"  candidate  (as  he  undoubtedly  is),  but  of  course 
Parliamentary  elections  are  not  to  appraise  a  man's  distinction  but  to 
return  a  politician  to  Parliament.  We  shall  watch  Sir  Michael's 
Parliamentary  career  with  interest. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


LOBD  BbACONSFIELD  and  THE  CRIMEAN  WaR. 

W.  H. — Mr.  Disraeli,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  January 
29th,  1855,  said 

I  think  thQ  designs  of  the  Cabinet  were  hastily  conceived.  I  think 
they  attempted  to  accomplish  them  with  inadequate  means.  I  think  they 
were  inadequately  advised  of  the  nature  of  the  enterprise  in  which  they  had 
embarked  ;  and  that  they  showed  throughout  the  whole  conception  and 
management  of  their  scheme  a  want  of  foresight,  of  firmness,  of  depth,  of 
ener^,  and  of  all  those  resources  which  became  a  Ministry  who  had 
embarked  in  an  enterprise  of  such  vast  importance." 

This  might  be  applied  almost  word  for  word  to  the  present  war 
—whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  *•  justice"  or  "inevitability." 

The  Compensation  Act. 
M.— The  Grovemment  has  definitely  announced  that  there  is  to  be  no 
amendment  or  extension  of  the  Compensation  Act  this  Session. 
Answering  Sir  James  Woodhouse  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
on  February  1st,  the  Home  Secretary  said  : — 
"The  Government  have'always  hoped  to  be  able  to  propose  an  extension 
of  this  Act ;  but  under  present  circumstances  we  cannot  see  our  way  to 
promising  6uch  proposals  during  this  Session." 

"  Under  present  circumstances  "  must,  we  suppose,  be  taken  as  a 
reference  to  the  war,  though  the  logic  is  hardly  inevitable. 

The  Case  op  Sir  William  Butler. 
R.V. — A  great  many  questions  have  been  asked  in  Parliament  as  to 
the  case  of  Sir  William  Butler,  and,  as  a  result,  one  thing  at  least 
is  clear — that  there  is  no  sort  of  justification  for  the  scandalous 
aspersions  and  insinuations  that  have  been  made  on  the  conduct 
and  character  of  this  distinguished  general.    The  first  of  these 
was  that  the  military  unprepared ness  of  the  Colonies  for  the  Boer 
invasion  was  due  either  to  Sir  William  Butler's  neglect  or  to  his 
sympathy  with  the  Boers.    This  allegation  has  entirely  broken 
down.    The  Government  have  refused  to  publish  Sir  William 
Butler's  despatches,  but  Lord  Lansdowne  said  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  February  Ist : — 
"  As  to  the  question  about  Sir  William  Butler's  despatches,  we  do  not 
intend  to  present  those  despatches  to  Parliament.    It  is  clear  from  what  has 
been  said  by  the  noble  lord  that  he  desires  information  as  to  the  circum- 
stances which  led  to  Sir  William  Butler's  resignation,  and,  I  imagine,  also  as 
to  the  allegation  that  Sir  William  Butler  constantly  supplied  her  Majesty's 
Ooremment  with  advice  and  information  as  to  the  military  strength  of  the 
Boers  which  her  Majesty's  Government  are  supposed  to  have  neglected. 
Now,  my  lords,  as  to  the  correspondence  and  despatches  for  which  the  noble 
lord  has  moved,  they  could  no^  with  advantage,  be  presented  to  the  public 
*t  the  present  time,  but  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  tell  the  noble  lord  that  Sir 
WilHam  Butler's  resignation  was  placed  in  my  hands  and  accepted  by  me  on 
the  ground  of  divergence  of  political  opinion  between  himself  and  the  High 
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Commissiuner — fi  divergence  so  great  that  Sir  William  Butler  himself  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  his  presence  in  command  in  South  Africa  had  become 
a  source  of  em1)arrassment  to  the  High  Commissioner.  That  statement  was 
made  frankly  to  me  by  Sir  William  Butler  and  upon  it  I  accepted  his  resigna- 
tion. I  will  also  add  that  in  the  papers  for  which  the  noble  lord  has  moved, 
and  which  I  am  unable  to  present  to  the  House,  there  is  nothing  whatever 
which  has  reference  to  any  estimate  which  Sir  William  Butler  may  have 
formed  of  the  strength  of  the  Boer  forces  or  of  the  strength  of  the  forces 
which  it  was  our  duty  to  oppose  to  them." 

But  in  answer  to  Lord  Monkswell,  Lord  Lansdowne  admitted  that 
the  despatches  did  contain  "plans  of  defence  for  the  colonies — pluis 
of  considerable  minuteness."  We  have  still  to  know  what  the 
"political"  difference  was,  as  the  result  of  which  Sir  William 
Butler's  resignation  was  accepted. 

Secret  Service  Money. 
W.  L.  (Preston). — Lack  of  Secret  Service  money  was  alleged  by  Lord 
Salisbury  to  be  one  of  the  reasons  why  there  was  want  of  infor- 
mation as  to  the  armaments  of  the  Boers.  But  (as  Sir 'Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  has  pointed  out  in  Parliament)  this  plea  does 
not  stand  the  test  of  examination.  For  though  Parliament  in  the 
three  years,  1896,  1897,  and  1898,  voted  a  total  amount  of  £90,000 
for  Secret  Service,  the  Government  only  spent  £77,948.  In 
other  words,  a  sum  of  upwards  of  £12,000  which  would  have 
been  spent  in  Secret  Service  was  deliberately  not  spent  in  that 
way. 


Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on 
Old  Age  Pensions,   the  financial  aspects  of  the  proposals  made  by 
the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons 
of  1899  about  the  Aged  Deserving  Poor.    [Cd.  67.]    Price  Is.  2d. 

The  Committee  consisted  of  Sir  Edward  W.  Hamilton,  K.C.B. 
(chairman),  Mr.  Edward  William  Brabrook,  C.B.,  Mr.  Samuel  Butler 
Pro  vis,  C.B.,  and  Mr.  Noel  A.  Hftraphreys,  with  Mr.  C.  A. 
Phillimore  as  secretary.  The  main  object  of  the  inquiry  (as  stated 
in  the  report)  was  to  arrive  at  some  estimate  of  the  cost  which 
such  a  scheme  as  that  recommended  by  the  Select  Committee,  if  put 
into  operation,  would  involve.  It  was  understood,  also,  that  the 
Committee  was  desired  to  estimate  the  cost  of  the  scheme  on  the 
supposition  that  tlie  pensionable  age  was  fixed  at  70  or  75.  Steps 
were  taken  to  ascertain  in  certain  parts  of  unions  in  England  and 
Wales  the  number  of  persons  of  all  classes  who  were  65  years  old  or 
more  ;  their  actual  ages  ;  their  weekly  incomes ;  how  their  incomes 
(when  not  exceeding  20s.  a  week)  were  derived  ;  whether  they  could 
adduce  some  definite  proof  of  thrift,  by  reason  of  their  having  been,  or  of 
their  being,  members  of  benefit  societies  or  depositors  in  savings  banks; 
and  whether  they  were,  or  had  been,  in  receipt  of  Poor-law  relief. 


Digitized  by 


Mwcb.  1903.1 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


3 


Cost  of  the  Scheme. 


The  following  table  shows  the  total  estimated  cost  of  givins^  effect 
to  the  Select  Committee's  recommendations  in  the  three  parts  of  the 
United  Kingdom  together : — 


^titnated  number  ofpenons  over 
€5  Years  of  Af^  in  1901 
Dednct: 

Bnfflaud 
and  Wales. 
No. 

1,517,000   . . 

Scotland. 
No. 

221,000   . . 

Ireland. 
No. 

278,000  . 

United 
Kingdom. 
No. 

.  2,016,C00 

0)  Pot  those  wboee  incomes  ex- 

occi\  10s.  a  week 

561  OX   . . 

77,000  .. 

103.000  . 

741.''00 

^  For  paupers   

(3/  For    alienxy   criminals,  and 

410,000  .. 

35,000  .. 

70.000  . 

515,000 

25.000  .. 

3,600  .. 

3.500  . 

32,000 

52.000  .. 

thrift  teat  

10,500  .. 

10.200  . 

72.700 

Total  dedactioni  . . 

1,048.000  .. 

126.000 

186,700  . 

.  1,360,700 

Estimated  number  of  pensionable 

persons   

469.000  .. 

95,000  .. 

91,000  , 

655,000 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Estimated  cost   

7.516,000  .. 

1.359,000  .. 

1.301,0X  . 

.  9,976,000 

Add  administrative  expenses  (3 

219,000 

41,00)  .. 

39,000  . 

,.  299,C00 

Total  estimated  cost 

7,336,000  .. 

1,400,'^00  .. 

1,34 ',000  . 

10,275,000 

In  round  Agures   

7,560,000  .. 

1,400,000  .. 

I,5o0,000  . 

..  10,300,000 

With  reference  to  the  above  the  Report  says  : — 

**The  Select  Committee  proposed  that  the  amount  of  the  pension 
sboold  not  be  less  than  5s.  a  week  (£13  a  year)  or  more  th>in  7b.  a  week  (£18 
a  year),  according  to  the  cost  of  living  in  the  locality.  We  take  it  that  what 
(rooghly  speaking)  the  Committee  had  in  their  minds  was  an  award  of  5s.  a 
week  in  rural  districts  and  of  Ts.  a  week  in  urban  districts.  Now,  though 
the  total  urban  population  is  about  double  the  total  rural  population  in 
England  and  Wales,  yet  the  number  of  aged  people  is  relatively  larger  in 
runl  districts  than  in  urban  districts,  as  might  be  expected  owing  to  the 
tendency  of  the  young  to  migrate  to  towns  and  of  the  old  to  return  to  villages. 
It  is  probable,  then,  that  balancing  these  considerations  one  against  another, 
we  shall  not  be  overestimating  the  cost  of  the  Select  Committee*s  scheme  if 
we  take  6s.  a  week  as  the  average  allowance  to  successful  applicants  for 
pensions.  On  this  assumption  the  aggregate  initial  cost  in  England  and 
Wales  would  be  £7,316,000  per  annum." 

The  Cost  in  Future  Years. 
The  Report  says  : — 
In  framing  this  estimate  we  have  to  take  into  account  not  only  the 
pntspective  increase  of  aged  persons  in  the  course  of  the  next  20  years, 
oat  also  the  certainty  that  many  aged  persons  who  are,  under  the  present 
system,  receiving  Poor  Law  relief,  would  be  able,  in  gradually  increasing 
nombers,  to  satisfy  the  pension  authority.  It  is  probable  that  the  larger 
proportion  of  aged  persons  in  receipt  of  indoor  relief  would  have  to  remain 
uunates  of  workhouses,  partly  by  reason  of  inability  through  physical  or 
mental  infirmity  to  live  at  home,  even  if  they  were  awarded  a  pension.  But, 
however  that  may  be,  as  we  are  only  concerned  with  the  financial  aspect  of 
the  pension  scheme,  we  may  leave  out  of  consideration  the  substitution  of 
penmons  for  indoor  relief,  because  the  cost  of  an  inmate  in  a  workhouse  is 
Mttmated  to  be  from  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  8d.  a  week,  which  does  not  fall  far  short 
of  the  pension  charge,  and  thus  the  net  expenses  of  administering  indoor 
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relief  and  of  granting  a  pension  would  be  much  the  same.  We  need, 
therefore,  only  take  into  account  the  probable  extent  to  which  penmons 
would  take  the  place  of  outdoor  relief ;  and  this  we  can  only  do  in  a 
hypothetical  manner.  The  assumption  which  we  propose  to  make, 
in  the  absence  of  any  better  one,  is  that  by  1911  one-third,  and  that 
by  1921  two-thirds,  of  the  present  number  of  outdoor  paupers  above 
66  years  of  age  will  have  become  pensioners.  This  assumption  in- 
volves some  computation  of  the  present  cost  of  outdoor  relief  accorded 
to  aged  persons,  because  there  would  be  a  saving  of  expense  on  that 
account  to  be  set  off  against  the  increased  pension  charge ;  and,  after 
consultation  with  those  most  conversant  with  the  administration  of  the 
English  Poor  Law,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  average  of  such  outdoor  relief 
may  be  considered  to  be  ds.  per  head  per  week.  For  this  purpose  we  think 
that  we  should  take  the  number  of  outdoor  paupers  of  65  years  and  upwards 
to  be  the  number  which  the  day's  count  in  July  last  established,  namely, 
210,000,  excluding  medical  relief  cases  ;  in  other  words,  that  210,000  persons 
may  be  regarded  as  the  average  number  of  persons  over  sixty-five  to  whom 
outxloor  relief,  at  the  average  rate  of  3s.  a  week  per  head,  is  awarded 
throughout  the  year.  On  these  suppositions  the  total  annuid  expense  of 
outdoor  paupers  over  sixty-five  years  of  age  is  equal  to  £1,638,000. 
Accordingly,  by  1911  the  saving  under  the  head  of  outdoor  relief  would  be 
one-third  of  £1,638,000,  or  £646,000,  and  by  1921  it  would  be  two-thirds  of 
£1,638,000,  or  £1,092,000.  In  estimating  the  cost  which  the  scheme  would 
entail  when  in  operation,  we  have  to  assume  that  the  number  of  persons 
with  incomes  of  10s.  a  week  only  or  less  would  continue  relatively  to  be 
the  same  as  now.  We  frame  our  estimate  of  the  prospective  coat 
of  the  pension  scheme  in  Scotland  on  the  same  assumptions  as  those  on 
which  the  corresponding  estimate  for  England  is  founded.  .  .  .  Unlike  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  the  number  of  persons  over  66  years  of  age  in  Ireland  is 
estimated  to  decrease  by  slow  degrees  between  now  and  1921 


Several  pages  of  the  Blue-book  are  devoted  to  a  statistical  setting 
forth  of  an  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  with  conditions  modified,  and 
the  Committee  adds  the  following  concluding  remarks  to  the  report : — 

"In  thus  summarising  the  results  of  our  investigations  we  ought  to  say 
that,  though  we  have  felt  bound  to  frame  the  estimates  in  accordance  with 
the  well  known  rule  that  all  estimates  of  liabilities  should  err  (if  at  all)  on 
the  side  of  being  rather  over  than  under  the  mark,  we  have  also  been  anxious 
to  avoid  giving  an  unduly  magnified  idea  of  the  cost  which  the  scheme  of  the 
Select  Committee,  or  modifications  of  it,  would  involve.  We  are  most  con- 
scious that  our  conclusions,  founded  mainly  on  hypothesis,  or  rather  on  a 
series  of  hypotheses,  are  open  to  criticism.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  thought 
that  we  have  attributed  too  much  to  some  of  the  causes  directly  affecting  the 
cost,  and  not  enough  to  others.  One  error,  however,  is  apt  to  correct 
another  in  problematical  calculations,  and  therefore  we  woula  fain  believe 
that  sufiBcient  reliance  may  be  placed  on  the  net  results  to  give  her  Majesty's 
Government  a  fairly  approximate  idea  of  the  financial  aspects  of  the  ques- 
tions raised  in  the  Report  from  the  Select  Committee  of  1899.  At  the  same 
time  we  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  the  fact  that  there  are  unknown 
quantities  which  must  seriously  affect  our  anticipations.  There  are 
many  persons  whose  incomes  are  just  over  the  border-line  of  lOs.  a 
week,  and  it  will  be  to  their  advantage  to  understate  their  receipts. 
It  will  equally  be  to  the  advantage  of  others  to  assign  away  portions  of  their 
incomes  or  income-producing  properties— a  step  to  which  frequent  resort 
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wcmld,  as  we  haye  already  indicated,  almost  certainly  be  had  in  Ireland. 
Indeed,  the  position  of  anybody  whose  weekly  income  just  exceeded  lOs. 
woold  be  so  hard  as  to  make  the  retention  of  a  hard-and-fast  line  exceedingly 
difficult.  There  will  be  an  inevitable  tendency  to  reduce  the  wages  of  aged 
preeent  employ^  as  well  as  the  pensions  of  aged  past  employes,  when  such 
a  reduction  would  benefit  both  employers  and  employes  ;  and  this  would  be 
the  case  when  the  receipts  of  the  aged  persons  slightly  exceeded  the  pension- 
able income.  For  similar  reasons,  the  contributions  of  children  and  other 
relations  towards  the  support  of  old  people  would  infallibly  fall  off. 
Meritorious  poor  people  wno  had  not  reached  the  pensionable  age  would 
presumably  be  considered  to  have  stronger  claims  on  charitable  funds  than 
the  more  aged  who  would  be  secure  of  their  pensions,  and  consequently  a 
larger  numl^  of  old  persons,  by  losing  the  aid  of  charity,  would  fall  within 
the  category  of  pensioners.  Moreover,  knowing  that  the  aged  deserving 
poor  would  be  provided  for  by  the  pension  scheme,  the  well-to-do  would 
have  less  reason  to  subscribe  to  chanties  ;  or  if  they  continued  their  sub- 
scriptionSy  they  would  be  more  likely  to  concentrate  their  efforts 
in  helping  persons  to  keep  off  the  rates  during  the  20  years  pre- 
ceding the  pensionable  age,  and  thus  increase  the  number  of  those 
who  would  be  able  to  satisfy  the  pension  authority.  Again,  it  is  only  too 
probable  that  persons  who  might  oe  approaching  the  term  for  applying  to 
that  authority  would  '  make  the  most  of  their  ages  while  those  who  had 
succeeded  in  satisfying  the  authority  might  underbid  their  younger  com- 
petitors in  the  labour  market,  ana  a  reduction  of  wages  would  tend  to 
augment  the  number  of  persons  whose  incomes  fell  within  the  pensionable 
limit.  Lastly,  it  may  reasonably  be  hoped  that,  under  improved  and 
improving  conditions  of  life,  existence  will,  to  some  extent,  be  longer  in  the 
f  ature  than  it  has  been  in  the  past ;  and,  should  that  expectation  be  realised, 
the  calculations  respecting  the  aged  populations  would  be  thrown  out.  These 
are  some  of  the  incalcukble  but,  in  our  opinion,  certain  results  of  the 
establishment  of  a  pension  scheme,  which  would  all  tend  either  to  bring 
down  to  the  pensionable  level  those  who  are  now  above  it,  or  to  raise  up  to 
it  those  who  are  now  below  it,  and  which  would  thus  swell  the  pensionable 
list  from  above  as  well  as  from  below.  It  is  obviously  impossible  to  measure 
in  figures  the  extent  to  which  these  results  might  affect  the  cost  of  any  such 
scheme,  but  it  seems  safe  to  assume  that  the  extent  would  be  very 
appreciable.  We  desire  to  say,  in  conclusion,  that  we  have  had  the  advantage 
of  conferring  with  Mr.  Charles  Booth,  whose  authority  on  the  subject  of 
pauperism  is  entitled  to  great  weight,  and  that  we  are  indebted  to  him  for 
ftdnce  on  some  of  the  difiicult  points  connected  with  our  inquiry.  He  con- 
curs generally  with  the  conclusions  which  we  have  drawn,  and  his  concur- 
teacQ  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  us." 

Cost  for  Ages  65,  70,  75. 
In  a  summary  of  the  estimated  financial  effects  (in  round  figures) 
of  the  pension  scheme  propounded  by  the  Select  Committee  on  the 
several  assumptions  that  the  pensionable  age  is  fixed  (1)  at  65,  as 
recommended  by  the  Committee,  and  also  (2)  at  70  and  (3)  at  75,  the 
report  gives  the  following  figures  for  the  United  Kingdom  :  — 
On  the  assumption  that  the  pensionable  age  is 
65  70  75 

£  £  £ 

1901  ...  10,300,000  ...  5,950,000  ...  2,950,000 
1911  ...  12,650,000  ...  7,450,000  ...  3,700,000 
1921    ...    15,650,000    ...    2,550,000    ...  4,950,000 
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New  Publications. 


The  War  in  South  Africa :  Its  Effects  and  Caitses,    By  J.  A.  HobsoxL 
(London:  Nisbiats,  21,  Berners-street.)    Price  7s.  6d.  net. 

During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1899  Mr.  Hobson  spent  several 
months  in  South  Africa  as  the  correspondent  of  the  Manchester 
Guardian^  and  this  work  is  the  result  of  that  visit.  It  is  interesting 
and  instructive —that  would  be  conceded  by  even  those  who  most 
strongly  dissent  from  many  of  its  statements  and  conclusions.  For— 
need  it  be  said  ? — the  book  can  hardly  claim  to  be  quite  impartial, 
though  Mr.  Hobson  is  never  consciously  unfair.  His  book  ought  to 
be  read  by  all  who  wish  to  understand  the  problem  to  be  solved  in 
South  Africa. 


In  The  Nineteenth  Century  Mr.  Sidney  Low  writes  on  his  favourite 
topic,  The  Breakdown  of  Voluntary  Enlistment^  Lord  Northbrook 
discusses  The  Actual  Strength  of  our  Forces  at  Home,  Lord  Denman, 
The  Future  of  Mounted  Infantry,  and  the  Rev.  G.  S.  Reaney,  The 
Civil  and  Moral  Benefits  of  Drill  Lord  Nelson  (as  an  original 
Commissioner  of  the  Patriotic  Fund)  writes  on  The  Relief  Funds, 
Sir  Wemyss  Reid  gossips  on  The  Newspapers^  and  Mr.  T.  P.  Whit- 
taker,  M.P.,  contributes  The  "  Temperance"  Reply  to  Sir  Algernon 
lf>«^,  who  wrote  in  the  February  "Nineteenth."  Mr.  Benjamin 
Taylor  tells  The  Story  of  the  Buhoer-Clayto7i  Treaty,  of  distinct 
interest  at  this  moment  in  view  of  the  probability  of  a  Nicaragua 
Canal.  Mr.  T.  R.  Threlfall  contributes  an  article,  Senussi  and  Nu 
Threatened  Holy  War  :  A  Warning,  It  foretells  more  trouble  for 
Great  Britain  in  the  near  future. 

The  Contemporary  Review  gives  first  place  to  Colonel  F.  N.  Maude's 
article  on  Military  Training  and  Modem  Weapons,  Mr.  Robert 
Donald  discusses  Housing  the  Poor,  and  the  Hon.  Stephen  Cole- 
ridge Some  London  Hospitals  and  Their  Audited  Accounts.  Mr. 
Michael  G.  Mulhall  gives  some  interesting  statistics  in  Forty 
Years  of  British  Trade.  Mr.  Thomas  Holmes  writes  on  Home 
Industries  and  Home  Heroism. 

The  Fortnightly  Review  gives  first  place  to  an  article  on  The  Army 
and  the  Administration  by  "  Administrator.''  The  Rev.  W.  Greswell 
discusses  Some  Aspects  of  the  Boer  War,  and  Mr.  W.  Baillie- 
Grohman  One  Cause  of  Our  Defeats  :  The  Service  Rijle.  Wanted — 
Statesmen  /  is  a  screed  against  the  present  party  system.  Mr.  Hugh 
Chisholm,  in  How  to  Fay  for  the  War,  wants  to  see  the  money 
raised  by  loan  or  by  ceasing  to  pay  oflf  National  Debt ;  he  sees  no 
case  for  raising  the  income-tax  or  increasing  the  taxes  on  com- 
modities already  taxed.  Lieut. -General  J  F.  Owen  writes  on 
The  Military  Forces  of  our  Colonies,  and  "  Diplomaticus  "  sets  out 
what  he  claims  to  be  the  true  story  of  Tlie  Last  Efforts  for  Peace, 


The  Magazines  for  March. 


Vol.  VIII. 


APRIL,  1900. 


No.  79. 


TABLB  OP  CONTENTS: 


VoCet  an<1  Figures 
Bills  of  the  Session 


Diary  of  the  Month.... 
DtrisioDS  of  the  Month 


97  Points  from  Speeches   144 

98  Points  from  the  Papers      146 

112  Qovemment  Blue  Books  and  Returns  ....  147 

114  Answers  to  Corresponilonts    151 

136  The  Magazines  for  April    162 


ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Liberal  Federation,  held  at  Nottingham,  on 
March  26tb,  27th,  28th  and  29th,  is  now  in  the  press,  and  will  be 
issued  immediately.  The  Report  contains  a  full  account  of  the  pro- 
(ladings  at  the  Council  Meetings,  and  also  personally  revised  reports 
of  the  speeches  by  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  Dr. 
Spence  Watson,  and  others.  Copies  may  be  had  from  the  Depart- 
ment^  price  6d.,  or  8d.,  post  free.  For  the  purpose  of  general  distribu- 
tion, an  authorised  edition  of  Sir  Edward  Grey's  speech  at  the  Evening 
Meeting  oa  Current  Problems — At  Home  and  Abroad "  is  also 
iwued  separately  in  pamphlet  form,  price  1  Jd.,  post  free.  Prices  for 
quantities  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement  pages. 
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(1)  Mr.  Hald&ne  on  the  Electric  Power  Bill. 

"  He  suggested  that  the  BiU  should  he  referred  to  a  hyhrid  committee 
rather  than  to  a  Select  Committee,  so  that  they  would  have  some  g^oarantee 
that  the  matter  would  be  dealt  with  from  a  broad  point  of  new.  He 
pointed  out  that  this  was  not  an  electric  lighting  Rill,  but  primarily  sad 
mainly  a  power  Bill,  a  BUI  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  power  to 
be  supplied  in  bulk  to  the  people  able  to  take  it.  There  was  no  goarantee 
that  in  the  near  future  municipalities  would  supply  such  power.  They  had 
been  asked  what  public  interest  was  involved.  He  thought  a  very  Kra^e 
public  interest  was  involved.  Our  commercial  supremacy  was  oeing 
challenged  abroad  in  the  development  of  electric  plant  and  power,  and  he 
felt  that  when  Parliament  was  called  upon  to  take  a  step  which  would  be 
the  beginning  of  the  development  of  a  new  industry  they  should  not  inter- 
pose an  obstacle  unthinkingly." 

(2)  Mr.  Oonrtney  on  the  Treatment  of  the  Natives  in  South  Africa. 

"  He  had  heard  that  the  subject  of  making  the  treatment  of  the  natives 
one  of  the  elements  of  controversy  was  considered  and  abandoned,  but  no 
person,  however  keen  might  be  his  sympathies  for  the  Dutch  in  South 
Africa,  could  pretend  tliat  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  African  Repubtic, 
or  even  of  the  Free  State,  had  been  stainless  in  their  relations  with  the 
blacks.  Their  record  was  full  of  cruelty,  wrong,  robbery,  and  of  something 
approaching  to  slavery.  But  it  was  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  for  anything 
tney  had  done  a  parallel  could  be  found  among  our  own  people.  On  aU 
that  was  done  tnis  society  must  keep  an  eternal  vigilance.  They  must 
take  care  that  they  did  not  introduce  veiled  forms  of  slavery  such  as  had 
existed  in  some  lands  already  in  some  decree  under  our  control.  They 
must  be  on  their  guard  against  specious  plans  of  raising  the  natives  by 
servitude  which  was  forced,  only  not  confessed  to  be  forced." 

(3)  Lord  Peel  on  the  Licensing  Commission. 

*'  He  could  say  that  the  minority  had  made  an  honest  attempt  to  deal 
with  the  evil.  He  gloried  in  belonging  to  the  minority  on  that  Commission 
because  somehow  or  other  the  'majority*  report  had  fallen  flat  in  the 
country,  whereas  the  report  issued  by  the  minority  had  taken  hold  of  the 
public  conscience  and  intelligence.  He  thought  some  extreme  measures 
ought  to  be  tried  to  make  the  trade  subordinate  to  the  public  interests. 
The  objects  which  they  had  in  view  were  not  only  enjoined  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Christianity  which  they  professed  and  by  the  morality  which  they 
preached,  but  they  were  enforced  upon  them  by  the  merest,  lowest  utili- 
tarian principles  of  social  and  domestic  expediency." 

(4)  The  Prince  of  Wales  on  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

"  In  connection  with  this  subject  I  hope  that  the  Legislature  mav  be 
able  to  deal  with  the  case  of  those  who  are  responsible  for  insanitary 
property.  No  one  knows  better  than  I  do  the  difficulties  with  which  the 
London  freeholder  is  surrounded.  I  am  the  nominal  owner  of  some 
property  in  Lambeth,  but  I  have,  unfortunately,  no  control  over  it  thoagh 
the  public  think  it  is  my  own.  At  this  moment  in  fact  I  am  powerless,  as 
a  portion  of  this  property  is  let  on  leases  on  lives,  and  the  other  part  under 
a  special  Act  of  Parliament  which  does  not  expire  until  1909.  1  am  aware 
the  Government  is  contemplating  some  much-needed  reform  in  this  great 
and  difficult  problem  ;  and  I  should  gladly  welcome  any  legislation  which 
would  give  landlords  back,  under  proper  conditions,  the  power  over  their 
property  witli  which  they  should  never  have  parted,  and  which  would  enable 
me  to  see  the  tenant«  residing  on  my  Lambeth  property  as  happy,  as  com- 
fortable, and  as  well  cared  for  as  I  am  able  to  say  they  are  in  Isorfolk.** 
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1900. 

March  l.—House  of  Lords.    Lunacy  Bill  passed  through 
Committee. 

Rifle  Ranges— Speeches  by  Lord  Lansdowne 
and  Lord  Tweedmouth. 

House  of  Commons.  Lancashire  Electric 
JPower  Sm  rfead  a  second  time  and  referred 
to  a  Committee.  Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Har- 
court,  Mr.  Ritchie,  (1)  Mr.  Haldane,  and 
Mr.  Bryce. 

Electoral  Disabiiitles  {Military  8er^ 
vice)  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  M.  White 
Ridley  and  read  a  first  time. 

Supply— Navy  Estimates.  Speech  by  Mr. 
Goschen. 

Parliamentary  Committee  of  Trade  Union  Congress — 
Deputation  to  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Annual  Meeting  of  Aborigines  Protection  Society 
— Speeches  by  the  Bishop  of  London  and 
(2)  Mr.  Courtney. 

(3)  Lord  Peel  at  Ely  on  the  licensing  Commission. 
„      2.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Factories  and  Work' 
shops  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  M.  White 
Ridley  and  read  a  first  time.  Speech  by  Mr* 
Sydney  Buxton. 

Supply— Navy  Estimates.  Civil  Service 
Supplementary  Estimates.  Sir  A.  Milner 
and  President  Steyn's  Despatch  —  Mr. 
Lloyd-George's  Motion  to  reduce  vote  as 
protest  against  Sir  A.  Milner 's  mutilation  "  of 
the  despatch  lost  by  89  to  36  (majority  53). 

Parliamentary  Committee  of  Trade  Union  Congress 
—Deputation  to  Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

„     3. — (4)  The  Prince  of  Wales  at  Shoreditch  on  the 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 
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<l)  Sir  W.  Harconrt  on  tlie  Budget. 

"  I  do  not  aak  him  to  reveal  his  secrete  to-night ;  hut  when  we  are 
taxing  the  people  of  this  country,  and  adding  many  millions  to  the  National 
Deht,  and  raising  the  expectation  of  those  gentlemen  who  are  goins  to  pat 
millions  into  their  pockete  as  the  result  of  the  war,  I  hope  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  may  find  a  means  hy  which  they  will  contribute  their  share  to 
that  expenditure.  That  is  a  point  on  which,  I  think,  the  taxpayers  of  the 
country  would  like  to  be  informed.  Is  it  going  to  be  a  free,  independent 
community  to  tax  itself  ?  In  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  jou  would 
^t  the  money.  But  if  it  is  going  to  be,  as  some  people  desire  it  to  be,  a 
Crown  colony,  how  are  you  going  to  get  the  monejr  then  ?  You  will,  I 
suppose,  have  a  council,  or  some  other  form  of  taxing  that  community. 
You  generally  pay  the  Crown  colony  the  compliment  of  allowing  it  to  tax 
itself,  and  to  elect  part  of  that  council.  But  there  are  colonies  where  it  is 
necessary  always  to  keep  in  your  hands  a  majority  of  nominated  members. 
Just  conceive  tne  future  of  this  emancipated  Johannesberg  with  a  majority 
of  nominated  members  taxing  according  to  the  views  of  DowniuK-street, 
and  not  of  Johannesberg  !  That  is  one  view.  Before  we  impoee  sul  these 
burdens,  whether  by  borrowing  or  |by  taxation^  we  should  take  some 
security  for  getting  a  charge  on  these  funds  which  would  relieve  the  tax- 
payers of  Great  Britain." 

(2)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  Public  Expenditure. 

I  see  nothing,  at  all  evente,  in  the  temper  of  these  times  that  points 
to  diminished  expenditure.  On  the  contrary,  the  result  of  all  wars,  vrars 
here  and  on  the  Continent,  has  been  a  large  increase  of  the  military 
establishment,  and  certainly  all  tlie  demands  of  the  present  day  are  in  that 
direction.  No,  sir,  economy  such  as  was  spoken  of  by  Mr.  uisraeli  does 
not  belong  to  the  temper  of  the  times  in  which  we  live.  Everything  seems 
to  be  in  this  direction— greater  expenditure  but  less  taxation.  What  is 
the  result  of  these  two  desires  on  the  part  of  the  people  ?  Every  demand 
in  favour  of  expenditure  is  received  with  alacrity,  out  when  it  is  a  question 
of  raising  the  taxation  upon  the  wealth  of  the  people  to  meet  that  expendi- 
ture, then  there  is  no  man  in  greater  difficulties  than  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  That  is  a  prospect  which  you  have  before  you,  and  when  in 
this  resolution  you  spealc  of  redeeming  the  debt,  I  hope,  at  all  events,  in 
the  House  of  Commons  and  with  those  people  who  can  influence  the  judg- 
ment of  the  country  the  seriousness  of  the  financial  situation  wal  be 
recognised.  Everywhere  I  see  a  disposition  to  spend  more  and  to  pay  lees. 
That  may  be  called  the  fashionable  doctrine  at  the  end  of  the  century  to 
which  we  belong." 

(3)  Lord  Loch  on  the  South  African  question. 

V  Since  the  success  which  had  followed  Lord  Roberte's  advance  into  the 
Free  State  they  (the  Cape  Dutch  rebels  J  must  feel  that  all  possibility  of 
preventing  the  occupation  of  Pretoria  was  at  an  end,  and  they  must  have 
observed  that  the  general  feeling  of  this  country  was  such  that  we  should 
never  allow  a  state  of  affairs  to  arise  after  the  termination  of  the  war  snch 
as  existed  prior  to  it.  Their  only  course,  therefore,  was  to  agitate  to  their 
utmost  to  endeavour  to  make  the  Government  believe  that  annexation 
would  create  trouble  and  risks  in  all  parte  of  Cape  Colony.  Their  agitation 
had  also  the  object  of  encouraging  a  party  in  this  country  which  believed 
that  no  interference  should  take  place  with  the  independence  of  the  two 
Republica  He  thought  he  had  a  very  fair  knowledge  of  the  Dutch 
character,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  when  her  Majesty's  Government  were 
able  to  dei'lare  positively  what  the  future  of  the  two  Republics  was  to  be 
— and  he  did  not  think  any  noble  lord  could  doubt  what  the  position  most 
ultimately  be — he  believea  that  if  at  the  same  time  a  settlement  was  made 
based  on  the  principles  embodied  in  Lord  Roberto's  proclamation,  all 
opposition  woula  cease,  that  the  a^ntation  which  was  now  kept  up  with  a 
view  to  alarming,  if  possible,  the  Government  would  cease,  and  that  in  a 
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fOO. 

cli  5.— House  of  Lords.  Youthful  Offefiders  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Jatnes 
of  Hereford  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Annual  Budget  Statement 
by  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach.  Speeches  by  Sir 
H.  Campbell  -  Bannerman  and  (1)  Sir 
William  Harcourt. 

6.  — House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.    The  Budget— Speeches  by 

(2)  Sir  William  Harcourt  and  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach. 

7.  — House  of  Commons.    Mr.  Fenwick's  Boilers 

Segistration  and   Inspection  Bill 

discussed  on  second  reading  and  withdrawn. 
Speeches  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  and  Mr. 
Bryce. 

Sir  J.  Fortescue  Flannery's  Old- Age  Pen^ 
sions  Bill  discussed  on  second  reading. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Sir  W. 
Foster,  and  Mr.  Chaplin.    (See  page  135.) 

Deputation  to  Mr.  Chaplin  asking  that  Medical 
Hospitals  should  be  relieved  from  local  rates. 

North  Sligo  By-Election  consequent  on  the  resigna- 
tion of  Mr.  Bernard  CoUery  (N).  Unopposed 
return  of  Mn  John  O'Dowd  (N). 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Collery  (N)  -    -    -    .  3,274 

Harrison  (P)    -    .    -  1,281 

Crofton(U)-    ...  771 

8.  — House  of  Lords.    JLunacy  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Boer  Prisoners  at  the  Cape— Speeches  by 

(3)  Lord  Loch  and  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Visit  to  Ire- 
land—Statement by  (4)  Mr,  John  Redmond. 

(See  next  page,) 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Ser- 
vice) Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speech  by 
Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

Supply— Navy  Estimates.  The  Wages  of 
the  Deptford  Labourers— Mr.  A.  H. 
Morton's  Motion  to  reduce  vote  lost  by  139  to 
75  (majority  64).    (See  page  132,) 


CoUery  (N)  -  .  -  4,216 
Wynne  (C)  ...  958 
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very  short  time  after  the  conquest  of  the  two  Republics  is  completed,  the 
burghers  in  both  Republics  would  be  found  accepting  the  rule  of  Great 
Britain  and  would  soon  be  as  loyal  as  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  in  the 
South  African  colonies  or  as  the  French  Canadians  had  proved  themselves 
to  be.  He  trusted  it  would  not  be  long  before  her  Majesty's  Government 
would  be  able  to  make  a  clear  statement  as  to  what  the  future  position  of 
the  two  Republics  would  be." 

(4)  Mr.  John  Bedmond  on  the  Wearing  of  the  Shamrock  and  on  the  Queen's 
visit  to  Ireland. 

**  I  have  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for  a  moment  in  order  to 
enable  me  to  say  that  the  Irish  people  will  receive  with  gratification  t-he 
announcement  that  her  Majesty  nas  directed  that  for  the  future^  the 
shamrock  shall  be  worn  by  all  Irish  regiments  on  Ireland's  national  festival 
The  Irish  people  will  welcome  this  graceful  recognition  of  the  valour  of  their 
race — whatever  the  field  upon  which  that  valour  has  latest  been  exhibited 
— and  our  people  will,  moreover,  treat  with  respect  the  visit  wliich  the 
venerable  Sovereign  proposes  to  make  to  their  shores,  well  knowing  that  on 
this  occasion  no  attemi)t  will  be  made  to  give  that  visit  a  party  significajice, 
and  that  their  chivalrous  hospitality  will  be  taken  in  no  quarter  to  mean  any 
abatement  of  their  demand  for  their  national  rights,  which  they  will 
continue  to  press  until  they  are  conceded." 

(1)  Mr.  Courtney  on  a  Quinquennial  Census. 

'*  Ah  chairman  of  the  Departmental  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
this  matter  before  the  last  census,  he  wished  to  express  the  strong  feeling 
of  all  statisticians  and  those  concerned  in  watching  the  movements  of  the 
people  as  to  the  propriety  and  almost  the  necessity  of  an  enumeration  of 
the  people  at  shorter  intervals  than  ten  years  Really  we  were  very  much 
behind  the  world  in  haWng  only  a  decennial  census.  In  many  places  where 
large  populations  grew  up  in  consequence  of  new  industries  and  sources  of 
wealth  tne  sanitaiy  regulations  and  provisions  which  should  keep  pace  with 
the  growth  of  population  were  delayed  for  many  years.  There  were  many 
false  anticipations  as  to  the  results  of  the  census  in  1881  and  in  1891,  show- 
ing that  the  most  careful  estimates  of  the  Regbtrar-General  were  often 
very  far  out.  It  was  really  a  scandal  that  on  account  of  a  little  expense 
this  reform  should  be  longer  delayed.  What  was  wanted  ww  not  that 
absolute  reproduction  of  the  full  census  taken  at  the  decennial  period.  The 
same  complete  return  of  occupations  and  other  details  was  unnecessary  ; 
but  there  should  be  some  record  of  the  movement  of  population  to  places 
in  a  better  position  for  social  and  political  action." 

(2)  Sir  H.  Oampbell-Bannerman  on  the  Empire. 

**The  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wyndham)  talked  of  the  necessity  for  a 
great  force  being  maintained  in  di£ferent  parts  of  the  Empire.  I  yield  to 
no  one  in  my  desire  to  . secure  the  defence  of  the  Empire,  but  at  the  same 
time  let  me  make  this  criticism  on  what  he  said.  With  sreat  eloquence 
the  hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  Navy  was,  as  it  were  the  girdere  that 
bind  the  Empire  together  and  that  the  coaling  stations  were  the  resting 
place  for  the  ends  of  those  girders.  I  venture  to  think  that  that  illustra- 
tion is  rather  significant  of  what  I  am  afraid  may  be  a  misunderstanding  of 
the  true  state  of  the  case.  It  is  not  the  Navy  routes  we  have  to  look  to. 
It  is  the  trade  routes,  the  constant  commercial  intercommunication  and  tb# 
good  feeling  developed  by  commercial  intercourse.  That  is  what  produces 
the  strength  and  the  binding  force  of  the  Empire,  for  the  protection  of 
which  we  require  the  Navy.  But  do  not  let  us  get  into  the  way  of  think- 
ing that  the  Empire  exists  for  the  Navy  or  the  Army.  Let  us  remember 
that  the  great  strength,  both  in  this  country  itself  and  of  the  Empire  at 
large,  consists  in  its  being  an  Empire  of  peace  and  commerce  and  good 
relations  and  good  feeling  between  communities  which  are  independent,  so 
far  as  their  own  affairs  are  concerned." 
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House  of  Lords.  Prayers  for  the  Dead—Statement 
by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

The  Delagoa  Bay  Arbitration  —  Speech  by 
Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Police  Reservists 
(Allowances)  Sill  read  a  second  time. 
Speech  by  Sir  M.  White-Ridley. 

Census  Bill  {Great  Britain)  read  a  second 
time.  Speeches  by  (1)  Mr.  Courtney  and 
Mr.  Chaplin. 

Supply— Army  Supplementary  Estimates. 

Mr.  Souttar's  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  to  Children  {No.  2)  Bill  read 
a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  and  Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone's  Midwives  Bill 
read  a  second  time  by  124  to  34  (majority  90). 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  at  the  Bank  of  England 

on  the  War  Loan. 

-House  of  Lords.    Youthful  Offenders  BUI 

passed  through  Committee. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Army  Estimates. 
Statement  by  Mr.  Wyndham.  Speech  by  (2) 
Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

-House  of  Lords.  The  Boer  Overtures  for  Peace- 
Statement  by  Lord  Salisbury.   {See  page  130.) 

House  of  Commons.  Huntingdon  Corpora^ 
tion  Bill  lost  on  second  reading  by  149  to 
143  (majority  6). 

War  Loan  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  268  to 
21  (majority  247).  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  and  Sir  W.  Harcourt. 

Supply— Army  Estimates.    Speech  by  Mr» 


—House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Spicer's  Sunday 
Closing  {Monmouthshire)  Bill  read  & 
second  time  by  188  to  124  (majority  64). 
Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt  and  Sir  M* 
White  Ridley.    {See  page  127.) 

War  Loan  Bill  passed  through  Committee. 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  the  Budget. 

"For  myHelf,  I  think  he  might  have  raised  a  little  more  by  taxation. 
We  are  not  at  the  end  of  our  expenditure.  I  hope  we  are  not  going,  in 
the  future,  to  depend  entirely  upon  borrowing.  If  you  are  not,  then  yon 
are  going  to  have  more  taxation.  Everything  tends,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  in 
gentlemen  opposite — and  I  cannot  answer  for  everybody  on  this  side  of  the 
House — to  encourage  all  those  ideas,  all  those  dispositions  which  are 
entirely  in  favour  of  increased  expenditure.  You  may  depend  upon  it, 
whatever  you  may  say,  whatever  you  may  argue,  and  whatever  may  be  tke 
basis  of  your  taxation,  that  this  increase  of  expenditure,  not  by  hundreds 
of  thousands,  but  by  tens  of  millions,  year  after  year,  does,  and  must, 
mean  increased  taxation.  I  do  not  know  whether  we  may  be  reduced  to  a 
taxation  which  is  unsound  in  its  principles,  by  extending  it  to  all 
commodities.  Most  gentlemen  will  remember  the  catalogue  of  Sir  Sydney 
Smith  of  the  commodities  that  used  to  be  taxed  until  it  reached  the  nails 
in  the  coflin  of  the  pauper.  You  may  l»e  reduced  to  that  at  the  rate  you 
are  running  into  expenditure.  I  hope  I  may  not  see  that  day,  but  as  long 
as  I  have  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House  I  shall  continue  to  raise  a 
warning  voice  against  the  inordinate  increase  of  the  expenditure  of  this 
country." 


(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Budget. 

"  I  do  not  suppose  for  a  moment  that  the  reception  which  the  Budget 
has  received  from  the  House  and  Uie  country  is  due  to  any  particular  merit 
of  my  own  or  any  particular  merit  in  any  proposal  I  have  made.  I  believe 
it  is  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  great  majority 
of  the  people  feel  that  the  expenditure  required  is  necessary  and 
that  they  are  ready  to  submit  to  it.  I  have  not  cared  in  the  least 
for  the  charge  of  want  of  imagination  or  of  its  being  called  a  humdmm 
Budget,  or  that  it  was  one  that  any  schoolboy  could  prepare.  That,  to 
my  mind,  was  a  compliment.  At  all  events,  we  were  bound  to  take  oare, 
in  meeting  a  temporary  necessity,  to  do  nothing  to  bring  about  a  permanent 
addition  to  taxation,  which  M-ould  have  an  injurious  effect  on  corameroe 
and  trade.  I  should  not  have  shrunk  from  doing  that  if  I  had  thought  it 
was  necessary  and  right.  1  did  not  think  so,  and  I  have  been  more 
confirmed  in  that  impression  by  the  course  of  the  debate  this  evening. 
What  are  the  suggestions  of  hon.  members  like  the  member  for  King's 
Lynn  ?  He  suggested  that  we  should  tax  diamonds,  pearls,  feathers,  and 
lace  in  a  way  which  made  me  doubt  whether  he  had  ever  realised  that  two 
of  the  highest  and  holiest  feelings  in  woman's  nature  are  the  desire  to 
possess  aiamonds  and  the  love  of  smuggling.  But  when  my  hon.  friend 
suggested  I  should  lower  the  limit  of  income-tax  and  collect  it  from  persons 
of  smaller  income,  I  must  say  that  I  do  not  think  any  proposal  of  that  kind 
could  be  made  without  great  difficulty  and  danger.  Then  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  member  for  the  Isle  of  Thanet  suggested  that  a  shUling  duty  on 
com  was  a  mere  flea-bite  and  that  to  do  any  good  we  ought  to  have  at 
least  a  lOs.  duty.  Of  course,  it  was  tempting  to  hear  that  such  a  duty 
would  produce  12  millions.  But  then  he  M^enton  to  say  he  would  spend  it 
in  old-age  pensions;  and  when,  in  addition  to  all  that  I  was  to  provide 
for  preferential  treatment  of  colonial  produce,  I  began  then  to  think  his 
fiscid  proposals  whatever  their  value  to  the  peculiar  ideas  he  is  so 
fond  of  ventilating,  would  not  produce  much  towards  the  revenue  of  the 
country." 
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1900. 

March  U.— London  County  Council  Deputation  to  Mr.  Chap- 
lin on  the  Water  Question. 

„  15.— House  of  Lords.  The  War— Statement  by  Lord 
Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Adjournment  of  House  moved 
by  Sir  R.  Reid  to  call  attention  to  disturbances 
at  meetingti  held  in  connection  with  the  Trans- 
vaal question.  Speeches  by  Sir  M,  White 
Ridley,  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Balfour,  and 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman.  (See  page  122.) 

Dogs  Hill  introduced  by  Mr.  Long^  and  read  & 
fii^t  time. 

War  Loan  Bill  read  a  third  time  by  172  to 
23  (majority  149). 

Ce^isus  (Great  Britain)  BUI  and  Elec^ 
toral  Disabilities  (Military  Service) 
Bill  passed  through  Committee. 

London  County  Council  Deputation  to  Mr. 
Ritchie  on  the  London  Docks  Question. 

„  16.— House  of  Lords.  Education  (Scotland)  BiU 
introduced  by  Lord  Balfour  and  read  a  first 
time. 

War  Loan  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Army  Estimates. 
Speech  by  Mr.  Wyndham. 

»  19.— House  of  Lords.  War  Loan  Bill  read  a  second 
and  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Dublin  Corporation 
Bill  referred  to  Joint  Com  jiittee  of  Lords  and 
Commons. 

Finance  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  182  to  30 
(majority  152).  Speeches  by  (1)  Sir  W.  Har- 
court  and  (2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

Census  (Great  Britain)  Bill  read  a  third 
time. 

Army  (Annual  Bill)  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

It  20.— House  of  Lords.  The  Yeomanry— Statement  by 
Lord  Lansdowne. 


Digitized  by 


106 


THK  LIBERAL  MAQAZINB. 


(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerxnail  on  Government  ContractH. 

*'0n  the  whole  question  he  considered  that  it  rather  did  good  to 
exaggerate  these  matters,  and  he  did  not  agree  with  a  great  deal  that  had 
been  said  as  to  the  probability  of  great  frauds  taking  place  in  public  de- 
partments. It  was  not  a  good  thing  to  run  down  our  public  departments 
too  much,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  they  had  any  evidence  of  great 
frauds  having  taken  place.  That  did  not  make  it  the  less  necessary  for 
those  in  charge  of  these  departments  to  be  constantly  watchful  He  did 
not  think  that  in  this  instance  there  was  any  sign  that  the  hon.  member 
who  spoke  for  the  War  Office  or  his  colleagues  had  neglected  any  reason- 
able means  of  protecting  the  public  interest  When  a  firm  changed  its 
name  two  or  three  times  over  it  was  very  difficult  to  identify  it.  The  real 
remedy  of  the  Government  in  such  a  case  was  their  power  of  giving  pub- 
licity, of  letting  the  whole  world  know  what  had  happened.  That  was  the 
instrument  that  they  had  over  the  contractor,  and,  therefore,  he  did  not 
look  upon  this  proposal  that  certain  names  should  be  published  as  at  all  in 
the  nature  of  a  *black  list. '  There  might  be  a  great  many  articles  rejected 
without  any  discredit  to  the  contractor  whatever.  An  hon.  gentleman 
had  spoken  of  guns  which  were  returned  l)ecause  of  some  defects  that  were 
diHcovered.  That  was  not  a  final  return.  What  they  wanted  to  know  wa« — 
what  articles  were  finally  rejected  because  of  some  serious  defect  in  con- 
travention of  the  conditions  of  the  contract?  If  that  information  was 
published — if  the  hon.  gentleman  would  consider  it  and  see  whether  it 
could  be  done — he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  that  Hoose 
and  a  very  considerable  protection  to  the  public.  *' 


(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  Irish  Taxation. 

**  The  demand  made  upon  us  to-night  is  not  to  reduce  indirect  taxation 
generally  for  the  benefit  of  the  poorer  classes  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom.  I  can  imagine  hon.  members — many  hon.  members  on  that 
side  of  the  House— considering  that  the  balance  between  direct  and  indirect 
taxation  at  present  is  unfair,  that  the  indirect  taxpayers,  especially  the 
poor,  pay  too  much,  and  that  that  balance  might  be  remedied  in  their 
favour.  But  that  is  not  the  request  which  hon.  members  from  Ireland 
make  to  us  to-night.  What  is  the  request  ?  It  is  put  fairly  and  frankly  by 
the  hon.  member  for  North  Dublin.  He  told  us  in  so  many  words  that 
he  did  not  want  equality  between  the  poor  taxpayer  in  Great  Britain  and 
the  poor  taxpayer  in  Ireland.  He  will  never  be  satisfied  unless  the  rich 
and  the  poor  taxpayer  in  Ireland  are  put  on  a  better  footing  than  the  rich 
and  the  poor  taxpayer  in  Great  Britain.  That  is  a  position  which  we  will 
never  accept.  That  is  a  demand  on  the  part  of  Ireland  and  Irishmen  to 
occupy  the  position  and  exercise  the  power  of  a  governing  part  of  this 
great  Empire,  and  not  to  bear  an  equal  share  in  its  burdens.  That  is  a 
demand  which,  to  my  mind,  strikes  at  the  root  of  our  system  of  common 
taxation  by  equal  taxation  on  the  same  articles,  which,  in  my  belief,  is  as 
essential  to  good  finance  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  the  Union  is  essential 
to  our  common  welfare.  I  decline  to  accept  such  a  proposition  as  that,  and 
I  decline  to  agree  with  the  motion  of  the  hon.  memoer,  because,  in  my 
belief,  under  the  mistaken  name  of  justice  to  Ireland,  it  will  impose  a 
great  and  gross  injustice  upon  the  people  of  Great  Britain." 
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1900. 

March  20. — House  of  Commons.   Consolidated  Fund  {No. 

2)  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  274  to  30 
(majority  244).  Fraudulent  War-Office 
Contractors  —  Speeches  by  Mr.  James 
Lowther,  Mr.  Powell  Williams,  (1)  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles's  Treasury  Eesolution 
counted  out.    House  adjourned  at  7.30  p.m. 

Brixton  By-Election  consequent  on  the  resignation  of 
Hon.  E.  Hubbard  (C).    Unopposed  return  of 
Sir  Robert  Mowbray  (C). 
Representation  unchanged. 

1895.  1896  (By.). 

Carmarthen  (C)  -  -  4,198  I  Hubbard  (C)  -  -  -  4,493 
Head  (L)  -    -   -   -    2,199    |  Nunn  (L)  -    -    -    -  2,131 

„  21. — House  of  Commons.  Consolidated  Fund  (No. 
2)  JBiW— Committee. 

Mr.  C.  McArthur's  Merchant  Shipping 
{Liability  of  Shipowners)  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Law.  Speeches  by  Sir  R.  Webster 
and  Sir  R  Reid. 

Mr.  Goulding's  Workmen^s  Compensa^ 
tion  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Trade.  Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Har- 
court.  Sir   M.  White  Ridley,  and  Mr. 

Asquith.    (See  page  128.) 

„  22. — House  of  Lords.  Illicit  Commissions  Bill 
introduced  by  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen  and 
read  a  first  time. 

Money-lending  Bill  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Census  (Grreat  Britain)  Bill  read  a  second 
time. 

House  of  Commons.  London  Water  Bills— 
Second  reading.  Debate  adjourned  after  Irish 
Members  had  rendered  discussion  impossible. 

Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland— Mr.  A.  O'Connor's  Motion 
lost  by  220  to  102  (majority  118).  Speech  by 
(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 
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(1)  Mr.  Balfour  on  an  Irish  Roman  Catholic  University. 

'*  Let  me  make  an  appeal  also  to  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen.  It  ia 
often  said,  with  partial  truth,  bat  with  some  truth,  that  great  reforms  for 
Ireland  have  only  been  extorted  from  this  country  by  agitation  and  by 
violence.  That  certainly  is  true.  It  is  true  all  admit  of  one  great  change. 
I  mean  Roman  Catholic  emancipation.  Sir,  that  great  reform  had  behind 
it  a  vast  mass  of  popular  opinion  in  Ireland  which  practically  made  the 
government  of  the  country  impossible  until  the  reform  was  granted. 
There  is  no  possibility  of  any  such  event  occurring  in  connection  with 
University  eaucation.  The  cause  of  University  education  is  a  national 
cause,  but  it  appeals  only  to  the  few.  It  has  behind  it,  and  it  can  have 
behind  it,  no  ^eat  popular  passion,  no  vast  demonstration  of  force,  no 
refusal  of  taxation,  no  great  exhibition  of  popular  feeling  which  signalised 
the  years  1828-29.  In  mv  iudgment  that  is  an  addition^  reason  why  this 
cause  should  \ye  regardea  by  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen  with  sympathy 
and  impartiality.  Justice  cannot  be  extorted  from  us  in  this  case  by 
violence.  What  we  give  we  shall  have  to  give  freely.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  any  agitator  to  raise  Ireland  upon  the  subject  of  higher  education 
for  Ireland,  though  I  think  that  higher  education  for  Ireland  will  probably 
do  more  for  that  country  than  many  of  the  things  which  have  disturbed 
the  peace  and  threatened  almost  the  unity  of  the  Empire.  Is  not  that  a 
reason  why  we,  the  great  Protestant  majority,  knowing  and  believing  in 
our  own  strength,  should  grant  to  Ireland  what  the  highest  minds  in 
Ireland  desire  ?  This  is  no  mob  demand  for  other  people's  property,  for  the 
break-up  of  the  Empire,  for  any  other  toy,  or  cause  in  favour  of  which  a 
demagogue  might  appeal  to  his  fellow-countrymen.  This  is  no  demagogue's 
theme.  It  will  raise  no  great  passion.  In  these  circumstances  it  TOhoves 
us,  sitting  as  an  impartial  tribunal,  without  prejudice  to  give  that  which 
we  believe  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  our  fellow-countrymen.  And  those  of 
us  who  think,  as  I  think,  that  the  higher  education  of  a  country  is  a 
thing  which  does  not  concern  only  or  mainly  those  who  enjoy  that  higher 
education,  but  that  it  permeates  all  ranks,  that  it  touches  all  interests, 
that  it  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  healthy  national  life,  surely  they  are 
bound,  whether  it  be  for  their  personal  mterest  or  not,  simply  as  men 
responsible  before  Heaven  and  before  posterity  for  the  better  government 
of  the  country  whose  citizens  they  are,  to  do  everything  they  can  to  give 
to  Ireland  that  which  Scotland  and  England  have  so  long  enjoyed  in  such 
full  and  ample  measure." 

^)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  the  Tea  Duty. 

"  Although  he  was  going  to  support  this  clause,  it  was  of  all  the  Budget 
proposals  the  one  that  he  supported  the  most  un>villingly.  But  this  was  a 
war  tax,  and  it  seemed  to  him  essential  that  all  classes  of  the  community 
should  contribute  towards  it.  It  would  be  a  very  great  encouragement  to 
war  if  they  exempted  a  large  class  of  the  community  from  any  of  the 
burden  of  the  war.  It  was  quite  plain  that  there  would  a  very  large  class 
in  this  country  who  would  not  pay  income-tax,  who  would  not  pay  beer  and 
spirit  duty,  and  who  would  not  pay  tobacco  duty." 

(3)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  Beer. 

"  The  brewers  hatl  long  been  masters  of  the  nation  and  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  now  they  were  becoming  masters  of  the  consumers  of  beer. 
The  hon.  member  referred  to  the  malt  tax  in  former  days.  That  was  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  instances  of  men  suffering  from  that  which  they 
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March  23.— House  of  Lords.  The  New  Education  Code- 
Speeches  by  Lord  Reay  and  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Farrell's  Roman 
Catholic  University  Motion  lost  by  177  to  91 
(majority  86).  Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Anson, 
Mr.  Bryce,  (1)  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  John 
Morley,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 

Holbom  By-Election,  consequent  upon  the  death  of 
Sir  Charles  Hall  (C).    Unopposed  return  of 
Mr.  J.  F.  Remnant  (C). 
Representation  unchanged. 
1888  (By.).  1892. 


Bruce  (C)  -  -  .  -  4,398 
Compton  (L)  -   -    -  3,433 


Bruce  (C)  -  -  -  -  4,949 
Bateman  (L)  -    -    -  2,477 


24.  — Mr.  John  Redmond  at  Liverpool  on  the  Irish 

Question. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at   Rugby  on 

Education. 

25.  — House  of  Lords.    Consolidated  Fund  {No.  2) 

Bill  and  Census  {Great  Britain)  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Elementary  Edtication 
Act  Amendment  Bill  introduced  by  Sir 
John  Gorst  and  read  a  first  time. 

Burial  Grounds  Bill  introduced  by  Sir 
M.  White  Ridley  and  read  a  first  time. 

Finance  Bill  —  Committee.  Tea  and 
Tobacco  Clauses.  Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  W» 
Harcourt  and  Sir  M.  Hicks- Beach. 

27. — House  of  Lords.    Royal  Conmiission  to  fVo/r  Loo/n 
Bill. 

Youthful  Offenders  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Finance  Bill— The  Beer 
and  Spirit  Clauses.  Speeches  by  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach  and  (3)  Sir  W.  Harcourt 

The  Death  Duties. 

National  Liberal  Federation  Meetings  at 
Nottingham.    Annual  Council  Meeting. 

First  Session.    (See  page  115.) 
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most  desired.  According  to  his  recollection  the  agricultural  interest  for 
years  and  years  persecuted  Government  after  Grovemment  until  the  malt 
tax  was  abolish^,  and  they  succeeded  in  their  wishes.  With  the  beer  tax 
the  brewers  got  what  was  called  the  free  mash  tun,  and  all  the  resolts 
which  had  followed  came  from  that  change.  The  consequence  was  that  the 
brewers  had  availed  themselves  of  the  free  mash  tun  ;  they  had  obtained 
barley  at  a  price  40  or  50  per  cent,  below  what  it  used  to  be,  and  they 
pocketed  the  gain.  Then  they  got  the  power  to  use  the  free  mash  tun 
and  sugar ;  they  used  sugar,  ana  they  put  that  gain  also  in  their  pockets. 
But  the  brewers  had  never  altered  the  price  of  beer  to  the  consumer,  and 
the  consequence  had  been  the  enormous  profit  of  which  they  could  judee 
by  the  price  of  the  brewing  companies  in  the  market.  There  were  only 
two  commodities  now  which  really  paid.  One  was  the  manufacture  of 
beer  and  the  other  was  the  manufacture  of  Maxim  guns.  According  to  his 
observation  he  thought  that  they  both  stood  about  500  per  cent,  premium ; 
if  the  House  took  the  quotations  of  Guinness  and  Vickers  they  stood  about 
the  same  point  of  profit." 


(1)  Mr.  Asquith  on  Corporal  Punishment. 

He  could  imagine  nothing  more  repugnant  to  the  most  elementary 
principles  of  justice  and  common  sense  than  to  say  that  because  a  man  in  a 
fit  of  passion  had  committed  a  savage  offence,  those  whose  duty  it  was  U> 
enforce  respect  for  the  law  should  begin  that  man's  punishment  with 
correspondingly  savage  treatment.  As  to  reformation,  had  any  one  ever 
yet  been  reformed  by  the  punishment  of  the  lash  ?  The  persons  who  com- 
mitted the  offences  in  the  schedule  of  the  Bill  were  for  the  most  part  brutal 
and  degraded.  But  was  the  wisest  course  for  redeeming  them  to  commence 
the  course  of  punishment  by  treatment  which  involved  moral  humUiation 
and  physical  torture  ?  With  most  of  them  there  were  latent,  but  still  present, 
sparks  of  self-respect  and  a  sense  of  human  dignity  which,  if  carefully 
watched  and  tended,  might  in  the  course  of  time  bum  into  a  purifying  glow, 
but  which  would  be  in  great  danger  of  extinction  by  such  measures  as  the 
Bill  proposed.  As  to  the  deterrent  effect  of  flogging,  it  was  impossible  to 
look  upon  a  punishment  as  really  deterrent  if  the  question  whether  it  would 
be  inflicted  in  any  particular  case  was  no  more  a  certainty  than  a  chance  in 
a  lottery." 


(2)  Mr.  Jolm  Bums  on  the  London  Water  Question. 

**  The  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr,  Chaplin)  said  the  Bill  in  its  details 
was  impracticable.  These  suggestions  of  impracticability  were  designed 
to  obtain  for  the  water  companies  lands  clauses  terms  which  meant 
£8,000,000  or  £9,000,000  more  than  they  were  entitled  to  receive.  Municipal 
control  of  their  water  supply  had  been  granted  to  Glasgow,  Birmingham, 
Manchester,  and  Liverpool,  and  why  should  it  be  denied  to  London? 
Until  it  was  proved  that  the  London  County  Council  were  incapable,  or 
dishonest,  or  desired  to  be  unjust  to  outstanding  authorities,  there  was  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  exercise  the  same  functions  in  this  respect  as 
every  corporate  council  in  the  United  Kingdom.  On  all  the  grounds  of 
trade,  pleasure,  health,  and  sanitation  this  question  could  no  longer  be 
delayed." 
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1900. 

March  28.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Wharton's  Corporal 
Punishment  Bill  lost  on  second  reading  by 
195  to  72  (majority  123).  Speeches  by  (1)  Mr. 
Asquith  and  Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

Mr.  Barlow's  Coal  Mines  JReguUxlion 
Acts  Amendment  BUI  discussed. 

National  Liberal  Federation  at  Nottingham. 
Annual  Council  Meeting.   Second  Session. 

Great  Public  Meeting  in  the  Victoria  Hall. 
Speech  by  Sir  Edward  Grey.   {See  page  117.) 

Lord  Selbome  at  the  Holbom  Restaurant  on  the 
War. 

„   29.— House  of  Lords.   Lord  Monkswell's  Copyright 
Bills  read  a  second  time. 

Colonial  Defence— Statement  by  Lord  Sel- 
bome. 

House  of  Commons.  London  Water  (Pier- 
chase)  Bill  rejected  on  second  reading  by  234 
to  151  (majority  83).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Bux- 
ton, Mr.  Chaplin,  and  (2)  Mr.  Bums. 

Finance  Bill — Committee  stage  ended. 

Municipal  Trading.  Motion  for  Committee 
discussed.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr. 
Haldane,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

National  Liberal  Federation  at  Hull.  Breakfast  to 
Liberal  Secretaries  and  Agents.  Speeches  by 
Sir  Edward  Grey  and  Mr.  Herbert  Glad- 
stone. 

f,    30.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Foreign  Manned  Ships 
and  Warlike  Stores — Adjournment  of  House 
moved  by  Mr.  Havelock  Wilson.  Speeches 
by   Mr.    Macartney  and  Mr.  Goschen. 

Motion  negatived. 

Supply.  Drill  for  Schoolboys— Speech  by  Sir 
John  Gorst  The  Far  East— Speeches  by 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  Mr.  Brodrick,  and 
Sir  E.  Grey. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  Church  House 

on  Church  Defence. 
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[April.  1900. 


THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

March,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  March. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note. — In  the  foUoioing  list  of  the  chief  divisions  in  the  Hotise  of  CommothSj 
the  number  of  the  minority  {whether  **  For  "  or  Against ")  in  a  division  is 
always  put  first  for  the  sake  of  convenience.  When  the  division  is  an  ^^offieial" 
one,  (i.€.)  when  the  Oovemment  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  Tellers,  the 
word  ^*  For"  or     Against"  as  the  case  may  be,  is  given  in  italics.] 


I.— The  Tea  Duty. 

March  5th,  1900  (Division  No,  52).— On  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach's  Motion  that  the  duty  on  tea  be  raised  from  4d.  to  6d.  per 
pound. 

Against,  62  ;  Far,  211. 

II. — Shops  Bill. 

March  6th,  1900  {Division  No.  60).--On  Lord  Hugh  Cecil's 
Motion  **  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn,"  thus  preventing  further 
discussion  on  the  Bill. 

Against,  63  ;  For,  112. 

III. — Fair  Wages  por  Government  Workmen. 

March  8th,  1900  {Division  No.  61).— On  Mr.  Arthur  Morton's 
Motion,  "That  Item  B  (Wages  of  Artificers)  be  reduced  by  £100,"  in 
order  to  call  attention  to  the  low  rate  of  pay  of  the  Deptford 
labourers. 

For,  77  ;  Against,  141. 

IV. — MiDwivEs  Bill. 

March  9th,  1900  {Division  No.  63).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Midwives  Bill. 

Against,  36 ;  For,  126. 
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V. — Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill. 

March  13th,  1900  (Division  No,  64).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill. 

For,  145;  Against,  151. 

VI. — Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill. 
March  14th,   1900  {Division  No,  66).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill. 

Against,  126;  For,  189. 

VII. — Freedom  op  Speech. 

March  1 5th,  1900  {Division  No,  67).— On  Sir  Robert  Reid's 
Motion,  "  That  the  House  do  now  adjourn  "  in  order  to  call  attention 
to  the  recent  disturbances  at  war  meetings  in  many  parts  of  the 
Coontrj. 

For,  122  ;  Against,  231. 

VIII. — Financial  Relations  (England  and  Ireland). 

March  22nd,  1900  {Division  No,  76).— On  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor's 
Motion,  "That  in  the  economic  circumstances  of  Ireland  the  dispro- 
portion between  the  taxation  of  Ireland  and  its  taxable  capacity,  dis- 
closed by  the  findings  of  the  Royal  Commission,  demands  the  serious 
attention  of  the  Government,  with  a  view  to  a  remedy." 

For,  104 ;  Against,  222. 

IX. — Irish  University  Education. 

March  23rd,  1900  (Division  No,  78).— On  Mr.  J.  P.  FarrelFs 
Amendment  to  call  attention  to  the  grievances  to  which  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  are  subject  in  the  matter  of  University  and  higher 
edocation. 

For,  93 ;  Against,  179. 

X.— The  Tea  Duty. 

March  26th,  1900  {Division  No,  80).— On  Mr.  Lough's  Amend- 
ment against  the  additional  twopence  per  pound  tax  on  tea. 

For,  63;  Against,  137. 

XI. — Corporal  Punishment  Bill. 

March  28th,  1900  {Division  No,  89).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Corporal  Punishment  Bill. 

For,  72 ;  Against,  196. 

XIL — London  Water  (Purchase)  Bill. 

March  29th,  1900  {Division  No,  90).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
Mcond  reading  of  the  London  Water  (Purchase)  Bill. 

For,  153 ;  Against,  236. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


If  it  be  the  fact  that  the  Liberal  party  has 
Unity  and  no  unity,  its  various  sections  must  be  credited 
NoTTiNGHAH.  with  the  courage  of  their  diverse  opinions.  To 
meet  in  public  and  discuss  your  differences  is 
not  the  policy  either  of  a  caucus  or  of  cowards.  The  Brewing 
Interest,  the  Church  Defence  Interest,  the  Landlords'  Protection 
Association,  and  the  other  combinations  which  help  to  make  up  the 
Tory  party,  do  not  usually  invite  the  outside  public  to  listen  to  their 
inner  councils  or  to  participate  in  their  private  discords. 

The  Nottingham  meeting  was  at  all  events  courageous,  and  if  it 
did  not  attain  unity  it  proved  how  genuine  was  the  desire  for  it. 

Liberals  are  divided  in  opinion  as.  to  the  origin  and  inevitableness 
of  the  South  African  war,  and  as  to  the  propriety  or  wisdom  of 
destroying  the  two  ISouth  African  Republics.  So  are  Tories,  so  is 
every  section  of  Society.  Bishops,  judges,  barristers,  doctors,  soldiers, 
civil  servants,  the  clergy,  authors,  are  divided  in  opinion  on  this  very 
subject.  Go  where  you  may,  converse  with  whom  you  will — ^you  will 
find  strongly-marked  and  (in  private)  strongly -expressed  differences  of 
opinion  as  to  the  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  effect  of  the 
Jameson  Raid,  the  character  and  influence  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  the  wisdom 
of  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  on  many  other  matters  all  going  to  make  up 
a  complicated  question  which  in  its  character  and  essence  has  nothing 
to  do  with  party  whatever.  On  some  points  Sir  Edward  Clarke 
agrees  with  Mr.  Bryce.  On  some  points  Sir  Edward  Grey  agrees 
with  Mr.  Balfour.  This  does  not  mean  that  Grey  has  ceased  to  be 
a  Liberal  or  that  Clarke  has  left  off  being  a  Tory. 

Liberals  must  not  complain  because  their  political  opponents  twit 
them  with  their  differences  of  opinion  about  the  war ;  but  it  would 
have  been  lamentable  if  at  Nottingham  the  inevitable  and  manly 
expression  of  those  differences  of  opinion  had  led  to  a  rupture. 
Fortunately  the  effect  was  just  the  reverse. 

The  complaint  that  both  Conservatives  and  Liberals  have  lost 
confidence  in  the  political  creeds  which  they  nominally  profess,  while 
neither  side  has  made  any  progress  in  providing  itself  with  a  better, 
is  an  old  complaint,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  the  words  I  have 
just  employed  are  taken  from  Mr.  J.  S.  Mill's  preface  to  his 
Considerations  on  Representative  Government,"  published  five-and- 
thirty  years  ago. 

The  truth  is,  politics  get  harder  every  day  as  the  issues  become 
more  and  more  entangled,  and  old  watch- words  lose  much  of  their 
significance ;  but  to  suppose  as  some  sentimental  dreamers  do,  that 
the  **  Condition  of  England  Question  "  is  to  be  solved  by  a  Board  of 
Imperial  Federalists  is  indeed  to  reckon  without  your  hosts. 
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The  war  once  over,  there  will  be  a  revival  of  interest  in  many 
questions  tnore  intimately  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  people 
than  even  the  reform  of  the  War  Office,  and  when  this  happens  it  will 
be  found  that  the  Liberal  party  is  still  represented  in  every  street  of 
every  town,  and  in  every  hamlet  in  every  county  of  Great  Britain. 

Nothing  was  more  manifest  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Notting- 
ham Meetings  than  the  conviction  that  beneath  a  temporary 
obscuration  and  at  an  unlucky  time  there  is  to  be  found  in  almost 
every  constituency  a  body  of  voters  who  may  be  trusted  when 
opportunity  offers  to  make  a  demonstration  both  of  force  and  faith 
which  will  not  a  little  startle  the  amiable  enthusiasts  who  believe  that 
the  huge  working  population  of  these  islands  are  going  to  vote  Khaki 
for  ever  and  a  day.  The  Tory  Press  notwithstanding,  Nottingham 
made  for  Unity. 

A.  B. 


The  full  report  of  the  recent  Federation 
Thb  Federation     meetings  at  Nottingham  is  already  in  the  press, 
Mbbtinos  and  will  be  issued  immediately  by  the  Liberal 

AT  Nottingham.     Publication  Department.    It  is  only  necessary 
here,  therefore,  very  briefly  to  refer  to  these 
meetings  which,  ata  time  of  considerable  difficulty  and  delicacy,  must  be 
accounted  unusually  useful  and  successful.  The  number  of  delegates  who 
attended  was  larger  than  for  very  many  years  past,  and  they  came 
from  all  parts  of  the  country,  so  that  as  a  fact  almost  every  single 
ooostituency  in  England  and  Wales  had  one  or  more  representatives 
at  Nottingham.    The  result  of  the  meetings  as  a  whole  is  to  emphasise 
that  whatever  differences  may  exist  as  to  the  war  they  exist  rather 
with  regard  to  the  causes  which  preceded  it  than  with  the  settlement 
which  must  succeed  it,  and  that  outside  the  war  the  Liberal  party  is 
not  merely  united  but  hearty  and  enthusiastic  in  its  adherence  to 
Liberal  principles.    The  first  session  of  the  Council  was  held  on 
Tuesday,  March  27th,  and  as  is  so  often  the  case  on  these  occasions,  the 
delegates  were  in  the  first  instance  heartily  welcomed  to  Nottingham 
by  the  Mayor  and  Sheriff.    Dr.  Watson,  in  moving  the  adoption  of 
the  Report,  delivered  his  annual  presidential  address  and  in  a  splendid 
speech  indicated  the  strong  views  which  he  himself  personally  holds 
with  reference  to  the  war.    The  adoption  of  the  Report  was  seconded 
by  Bir.  C.  P.  Trevelyan,  M.P.,  supported  by  Mr.  J.  Carvell  Williams, 
M.P.,  and  after  some  discussion  was  unanimously  carried.    A  motion 
by  Dr.  Lunn,  who  wished  the  Report  referred  back  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  strongly  enough  worded  (being  written,  so  he  said,  with  a 
trembling  quill")  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  M.P., 
withdrawn.    Mr.  Qeorge  White,  of  Norwich,  took  the  opportunity 
iffordod  by  the  discussion  of  the  report  of  drawing  attention  to  the 
provisions  of  the  new  Education  Code.    The  next  resolution  re*  elect- 
ing Dr.  Watson,  President,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Hart,  Treasurer,  was  in 
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the  hands  of  Mr.  Alderman  Bright,  of  Nottingham,  Mr.  H.  Broad- 
hurst,  M.P.,  and  Sir  Walter  Foster,  M.P.,  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  the  re-election  of  the  two  officers  was  enthusiastically  carried. 
Mr.  Alderman  Hart  replied  in  a  speech  in  which  he  urged  the  necessity 
of  still  further  financial  support  for  the  work  which  the  Federation 
is  doing.  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Longman 
(Liberal  Candidate  for  the  Chertsey  Division),  invited  the  delegates  to 
re-affirm  their  adherence  to  Liberal  principles,  to  express  their  con- 
tinued confidence  in  Lord  Kimberley  and  Sir  Henry  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  to  work  for  Liberal  unity,  and  to  leave  no  stone  untamed 
in  preparing  for  a  General  Election.  The  Council  by  its  unanimous 
acceptance  of  the  resolution  pledged  itself  in  these  various  directions. 
Next  came  the  only  resolution  in  the  whole  proceedings  which  gave 
rise  to  any  real  difference  of  opinion,  and  even  here  it  was  not  the 
resolution  itself  so  much  which  divided  Liberals  as  the  precon- 
ceived notions  which  they  brought  to  the  meeting  about  its  subject 
—T- namely  the  war  in  South  Africa.  The  resolution  reaffirmed  the 
decimation  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  Federation  of  last 
December,  incorporated  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaurice's  amendment  to  the 
Address  in  the  House  of  Commons  declaring  the  South  African  policy 
of  the  Government  to  be  deficient  in  '^knowledge,  foresight,  and 
judgment,''  and  appealed  to  all  sections  of  Liberals  to  unite  in  secur- 
ing a  settlement  on  really  Liberal  lines,  a  settlement  moreover  which 
should  not  forget  the  necessity  of  a  just  and  fair  treatment  of  the 
native  races.  The  resolution  was  moved  by  Professor  Massie,  of 
Oxford,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  F.  S.  Stevenson,  M.P.,  and  amongst 
those  who  took  part  in  the  subsequent  debate  were  Mr.  Channing, 
M  P.,  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  M.P.,  Mr.  Maddison,  M  P.,  and  Mr.  E.  J.  C. 
Morton,  M.P.,  the  latter  pleading  for  a  little  more  toleration  of 
difference  of  opinion.  Without  entering  here  into  the  different  views 
expressed,  it  should  be  noted  that  they  were  almost  entirely  with 
regard  to  the  past  and  as  to  the  causes  leading  up  to  the  war.  With 
the  unanimous  adoption  of  this  resolution  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Council  came  to  an  end. 


At  the  second  session  held  next  (Wednes- 
The  Sscoim        day)  morning,  the  first  resolution,  proposed  by 
Session.  Mr.  Edward  Evans,  Junr.,  and  seconded  by 

Mr.  E.  J.  C.  Morton,  M.P.,  expressed  apprecia- 
tion of  the  services  of  the  colonies,  and  of  the  gallant  conduct  of  our 
soldiers  and  sailors,  as  well  as  its  deep  sympathy  with  the  wounded 
and  with  all  who  through  the  war  have  lost  relatives  and  friends.  The 
resolution  was  of  course  carried  unanimously,  as  indeed  were  all 
resolutions  dealing  with  the  various  points  in  Liberal  policy  which 
followed  it.  The  importance  of  Registration  and  EUectoral  Reform 
was  insisted  upon  by  Mr.  Herbert  Paul  and  Mr.  Ellis  Griffith,  M.P., 
whilst  a  exceptionally  persuasive  plea  in  favour  of  Women's  Suffiage 
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was  entered  by  Mrs.  Martin,  of  Bristol.    The  resolution  demanding 
that  the  House  of  Lords  be  deprived  of  its  veto  was  spoken  to  by 
Mr.  J.  H.  Yoxall,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  George  Greenwood  (of  the  East 
Hants  Uberal  Association).    The  growing  importance  in  the  minds 
of  Liberals  of  the  practical  urgency  for  the  reform  of  the  Land  Laws 
and  for  the  better  housing  of  the  working  classes  was  evident  during 
the  speeches  on  a  resolution  dealing  with  that  subject ;  the  speakers 
(all  of  them  bringing  intimate  knowledge  to  bear  on  the  question) 
being  Mr.  Billson,  M.P.,  Mr.  Clem  Edwards  (Liberal  Candidate  for 
Denbigh  Boroughs),  and  Mr.  Maddison,  M.P.     Mr.  T.  P.  Whittaker, 
M.P.,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Rowntree,  of  York,  proposed  and  seconded  the 
resolution  which  affirmed  that  in  Lord  Peel's  Minority  Report  all 
temperance  reformers  could  find  "  in  the  main  "  a    basis  for  practical 
legislation  in  the  immediate  future."    At  the  instance  of  Mr.  H.  W. 
W.  Wilberforce  (Liberal  Candidate  for  North  Hackney),  and  Mr. 
Alderman  Fraser  (prospective  Liberal  Candidate  for  East  Nottingham), 
the  Council  cordially  supported  the  Bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Lough  to 
make  women  eligible  to  be  London  borough  councillors  and  aldermen. 
A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Nottingham  Liberals  and  to  Alderman  Fraser 
for  the  admirable  arrangements  and  generous  hospitality,  proposed  by 
Sir  James  Reckitt,  Bart,  of  Hull,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  A.  W. 
Soamee,  M.P.,  brought  the  meetings  of  the  Council  to  a  close  General 
regret  was  felt  at  the  absence  of  Sir  John  Turney,  the  President  of 
the  Nottingham  Liberal  Association,  who  was  prevented  from  taking 
any  part  in  the  proceedings  by  the  critical  illness  of  one  of  his 
children. 


Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  was  to 
Sir  Edward  Gret    have  been  the  chief  speaker  at   the  great 
05  THE  War.       public  meeting  at  Nottingham  on  Wednesday, 
March  28th,  but  greatly  to  the  disappointment 
of  himself  and  those  who  were  to  hear  him,  he  was  at  almost  the  last 
moment  prevented  by  an  attack  of  laryngitis,  which  made  his  keeping 
his  engagement  a  physical  impossibility.    In  his  absence  and  at  very 
short  notice  Sir  Edward  Grey  took  his  place,  and  made  an  admirable 
speech,  which  is  now  published  separately  by  the  Liberal  Publication 
Department.     We  have  only  room  here  for  the  following  passage 
on  the  South  African  settlement : — 

"  Now  we  shall  soon  be  in  military  possession  o!  both  Republics.  When 
Uist  time  has  come  there  will  be  two  alternatives.  One  is  that  you  should 
restore  independence.  I  hare  pointed  out  elsewhere  on  another  occasion 
aooieo!  the  oifficulties  attached  to  that.  I  understand  the  desire  to  preserve 
the  Datch  nationality,  but  after  the  war  is  over,  when  industry  resumes  its 
course,  in  the  Transvaal  itself  the  majority  of  the  Dutch  nationality  will  not 
be  any  more  than  it  was  before.  Before  the  war  the  nationalities  which  were 
not  Dutch  iu  the  Transvaal  outnumbered  the  Boers  by  two  to  one.  That 
will  go  on  increasing  when  the  gold  industry  develops,  and  we  are  not  goin^ 
to  preserve  the  Dutch  nationality  simply  by  giving  mdependeuce.    I  should 
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like  to  know  if  independence  were  given  how  we  are  to  ensure  not  to  have 
this  trouble  over  again  ?  WeU,  then,  the  other  alternative  is.  of  course,  the 
British  flag — to  declare  them  British  territory.  Now,  ladies  and  gentlemen, 
what  I  have  to  say  to  you  upon  that  point  is  this — I  raise  no  objection,  but, 
I  say,  remember  that  that  is  very  easy  ;  it  is  simply  to  be  done  by  a  stroke 
of  the  pen.  I  am,  myself,  of  the  opinion  that  after  this  war  is  over  the 
Imperial  paramountcy  which  we  had  before  will  have  to  be  turned  into 
Imperial  control.  But  what  u«e  is  to  be  made  of  that  Imperial  control  after 
we  have  got  it ;  what  will  be  the  problem  before  us  then  ?  The  real  problem 
before  us  is  how  to  establish  equal  rights  for  white  men,  which  shall  not  be 
oppressive  to  either  race.  How  are  you  to  lead  things  to  free  institutions 
gradually — gradually,  no  doubt  it  must  be,  but  steadily  it  ought  to  be — 
towards  free  institutions,  which  one  day  might,  by  their  own  spontaneous 
part  bring  about  the  federation  of  South  Africa,  such  federation  as  Australia 
has  already  been  brought  about.  .  .  .  My  hope  for  the  future  is  that 
those  two  rdces  will  realise  that  the  freedom  of  each  is  quite  compatible 
with  their  being  one  community,  that  the  self-government  of  every  Urge 
community  of  white  men  is  not  only  compatiole  with,  but  is  a  direct 
consequence  of  being  a  part  of  the  Empire.  After  this  war  there  will 
bn  a  clean  slate,  and  a  new  start.  You  camiot  establish  things  as  they 
were  before.  But  the  question  with  me  is  how  soon  we  shall  be  able  to 
progress  towards  these  free  institutions,  having  equal  rights.  Sooner 
perhaps  it  will  be  than  any  of  us  think  at  this  moment.  The  war  will  leave 
a  great  deal  of  bitterness,  but  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bitterness  before  it 
arose,  and  that  was  from  misunderstanding.  .  .  .  The  discovery  of 
great  wealth  in  the  Transvaal  no  doubt  has  done  some  harm.  It  has 
corrupted  some  men.  It  may  have  raised  political  ambition  in  others.  'I  be 
ideal  of  the  Boer  race  remains  a  simple  and  pastoral  life.  When  the  war  is 
over  let  us  be  careful  that  that  simple  pastoral  life  is  not  disturbed  by 
excessive  taxation  or  unnecessary  and  harassing  regulations.  And  this  one 
thing  more  after  the  war  is  over.  We  shall  have  difficulties  in  Cape  Colony 
and  Natal.  Loyaty  must  not  be  forgotten  or  unrecognised ;  suffering 
caused  by  loyalty  must  not  be  uncompensated,  disloyalty  must  not  be 
unrebuked  or  unpunished.  But  when  all  is  over  let  it  be  done  with  justice 
and  not  with  violence.  Violent  counsels  come  from  men  on  the  spot,  from 
men  of  highly  strong  nerves  and  emotional  temperament.  That  may  be 
natural,  but  it  is  not  statesmanship.  After  the  war  we  shall  show  that  we 
are  just  because  we  are  strong.  We  have  seen  great  reverses  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war.  The  C(»untry  has  suffered  great  anxiety,  but  it  suffered 
withput  panic.  I  do  believe  that  the  firmness  and  the  temper  which  the 
nation  has  shown  in  facing  disappointment  and  suffering  as  the  best 
guarantee  that  success  will  find  us  neither  passionate  nor  vindictive." 

The  following  passages  are  from  the  letter  in  which  Sir  Henry 
Campbell- Bannerman  expressed  his  regret  and  disappointment  at 
having  to  be  absent : — 

**  We  are  Hving  in  difficult  times — times  trying  for  our  country,  and  try- 
ing also,  as  it  seems  to  me,  for  the  main  political  principles  upon  which  the 
Government  and  constitution  of  the  country  are  based.  I  should  have 
been  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  addressing  so  large  an  assembly  of  political 
friends  in  order  to  impress  upon  them  the  duty  of  rallying  to  those  prin- 
ciples and  showing  a  united  front  in  their  defence. 

''Our  opponents  twit  us  with  our  divisions.  Ever  since  I  have  had  a 
share  in  the  councils  of  the  party  I  have  been  unable  to  see  these  great 
divisions.  Minor  differences  there  may  be,  and  indeed  must  be,  in 
any  thinking  society  of  men  if  health  is  to  be  maintained  in  it.  But 
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instead  of  dwelling  upon  small  points  of  difference  and  exaggerating 
them,  we  ought  to  concentrate  our  energy  upon  these  matters  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  on  which  we  have  one  mind  and  one  heart. 

**The  present  Parliament— which,  by  the  way,  has  from  the  first  been 
nothing  but  a  huge  imposture  as  representing  the  mind  of  the  country — is 
drawing  near  to  its  close.  I  would  call  upon  all  loyal  Liberals  to  strive  for 
unity,  and  they  will  soon  discover  and  prove  to  the  world  that  on  all  main 
questions  of  public  policy,  abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  the  great  mass  of  us 
are  sabstanUally  agreed." 

Liberals  will,  we  are  sure,  take  care  that  this  appeal  for  unity  does  not 
fall  on  deaf  ears. 


The  central  idea  of  this  year's  Education 
The  New  Code  is  the  introduction   of  the  "  Block " 

Education  Code.    Grant.    This  is  a  grant  which  already  obtains 
in  Scotland,  and  the  separate  English  grants 
are  now  swept  away  as  follows  : — 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

SCOTLAND. 

OLD  GRANT. 

NEW  GRANT. 

HIGHER  GRADE. 

Eight  Separate  Grants.   Up  to  14  years  of  age: 

Principal  -    -  14/- or  12/6      1    A  single  "Block" 
Discipline  -   -  1/6  or  1/-          Grant,  the  same  for 
Drawing  -   -  1/9  or  Nil        ,  boys  and  girls. 
Needlework  -  1/-  or  Nil 

Engine-   -   -  1/-  or  -/6             No  grant  as  a  rule 
Claas  Sabjects  2/-,  1/-,  or  Nil  I  to  be  paid  for  scholars 
Class  Subjects                     above  14  years  of  age. 
(Second)-     2/-,  1/-,  or  Nil  —(Article  13.) 

Specific  Subjects  : 
First-  -  -  -  3/-,  2/-,  or  Nil  1  Minimum. 
Second  -   -   -  3/-,  2/-,  or  Nil  1  21/- 

From  12  to  18  years  of 
age,  a  single  **  Block  '* 
Grant. 
First  year's  course : 

£2  lOs. 
Second  year's  course : 

£3  lOs. 
Third  year's  course  : 
£4  10s. 

With  a  possible  ten 
per  cent,  aaded,  or  one 
or  more  ten  per  cenU 
reductions. 

Minimum.  Maximum. 
15/-          About  27/- 

Maximum. 

22/- 

Maximum. 
99/- 

The  main  effects  of  these  are  twofold  : — 

(1.)  Inasmuch  as  at  present  the  Voluntary  schools  earn  in  grants 
on  an  average  eightpence  per  child  less  than  the  Board  schools,  the 
eflfect  of  the  **  Block  "  grant  (which  does  not  come  into  force  until 
next  year)  will  be  to  give  a  further  large  sum  of  money  each  year  to 
the  Denominational  schools  without  getting  any  corresponding 
amonnt  of  local  representative  control. 

(2.)  A  very  serious  blow  is  aimed  at  the  Higher  Grade  schools. 
In  England  and  Wales  (we  quote  from  a  statement  by  the  National 
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Educational  Association)  many  of  these  schools  have  ^rown  ap 
during  the  past  20  years  under  the  fostering  care  of  the  Education 
Department.  There  has  been  no  special  grant  as  now  in  Scotland  : 
tbe  schools  were  in  the  past  maintained ;  by  (1)  a  continuance  from 
the  more  elementary  grades  of  the  ordinary  grants  from  the  Education 
Department ;  (2)  by  grants  earned  for  special  subjects  under  the 
Science  and  Art  Department ;  (3)  by  a  high  charge  on  the  ratepayers 
or  subscribers  ;  and  (4)  by  high  fees  to  the  parents.  The  schools  have 
always  had  to  contend  with  the  opposition  of  certain  sections  of  the 
community,  and  since  the  present  Government  took  office  one  admin- 
istrative change  after  another  has  been  made  with  the  object  of 
destroyinc;  their  work.  These  changes  have  been  in  the  direction  of 
first  taking  away  the  Science  and  Art  Department  grants  ;  then  to 
forbid  the  School  Boards  to  spend  the  rates ;  and  now  by  the  new- 
Code  to  cut  down  the  Education  Department  grants,  and  forbid  the 
scholars  to  be  retained,  as  a  rule,  beyond  14. 

The  Northern  Counties  Education  League  has  thus  summarised 
their  objection  to  the  Code  as  it  affects  the  higher  Board  schools : — 

(1)  That  inasmuch  as  the  Code  involves  revolutionary  and  reactionary 
principles,  which  demand  the  fullest  consideration,  the  Code  should  be 
withdrawn  for  the  present  year,  seeing  that  the  remnant  of  the  short  period 
during  which  the  Cfode  must  lie  on  the  table  of  the  House  is  inadequate  for 
the  purpose. 

(2)  That  the  restriction  of  the  grant  to  a  maximum  of  22s.  in  all  schools 
alike  will  be  productive  of  very  grave  injustice,  and  cannot  fail  to  bring 
about  serious  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  our  national  education. 

(3)  That  educational  efficiency  is  no  longer  recognised,  and  schools  which 
provide  the  barest  minimum  of  educational  requirements  are  treated  on 
equal  terms  with  the  most  efficient. 

(4)  That,  as  in  the  new  Scotch  Code,  higher  grade  schools,  which  liave 
always  been  regarded  as  part  of  the  elementary  school  work,  should  continue 
to  be  assisted  by  an  additional  grant. 

(5)  That  the  effect  of  the  reduction  in  the  pupil  teacher  ^rant  will  dis- 
courage and  penalise  Boards  which  have  done  the  most  for  the  training  of 
the  teachers. 

(6)  That  the  refusal  to  continue  assistance  on  behalf  of  children  for  whom 
their  parents  are  prepared  to  make  the  sacrifice  of  keeping  them  longer  at 
school  is  a  disastrous  policy. 


Mr.  A  eland,  the  Liberal  Minister  for  Educa- 
Mr.  Acland       tion  in  the  last  Liberal  Government,  wrote  to 
AND  THE  the  Times  on  April  3rd  with  reference  to  the 

Education  Code,    new  Code.  The  "  principle  of  the  block  grant " 
he  declared  to  be  "on  the  whole  really  advan- 
tageous,'' though  "by  no  means  the  particular  arrangement  of  it 
proposed  in  the  new  Code."    He  adds  : — 

The  greatest  weakness  of  the  Code  lies  in  the  method  of  allotting  the 
grant.   England  is  avowedly  following  Scotland  in  adopting  the  block  grant. 
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Bat,  for  reasoDs  hitherto  quite  unexplained,  England  adopts  not  the  Scottish 
plan  of  distribution,  but  a  most  unsatisfactory  method  of  her  own.  It  is 
well  understood  that  in  the  higher  standards  education  costs  most.  Scotland 
recognises  this,  and  in  its  schools  for  older  scholars  has  a  graduated  scheme. 
Scholars  from  seven  to  ten  years  old  may  earn  from  20s.  to  22s.  Sd.,  scholars 
from  ten  to  twelve  years  old  from  22s.  to  248.  6d.  Here  is  direct  encourage- 
ment in  the  higher  work.  But  in  the  English  Code  there  is  to  be  no  such 
graduating  of  grants.  In  all  schools,  good  or  indifferent,  from  seven  to 
twelve  years  old  and  older  the  grants  are  to  be  21s.  to  228.  with  no  other 
alternative.  This  is  the  more  extraordinary  because  in  the  upper  standards 
the  beet  English  child  has  been  till  now  earning  25s.  or  more.  This  is  now 
foddenly  cut  down  to  228.  or  half-a-crown  below  the  best  Scottish  child  in 
the  same  position.  I  need  not  say  that  this  has  nothing  to  do  with  secondary 
education  in  England  or  Scotland,  but  is  the  result  of  a  comparison  of  the 
ordinary  grants  in  elementary  schools  under  the  Code  including  drawing,  but 
not  including  cookery  or  manual  instruction  and  the  like.  It  is  said,  I 
know,  that  the  present  method  of  earning  the  money  is  not  satisfactory,  to 
which  the  answer  is  not  the  hasty  withdrawal  of  the  grant,  but  the  improve- 
ment of  the  curriculum. 

The  future  loss  on  this  arrangement  aa  elementary  education  improves 
win  be  very  heavy.  The  present  loss  is  heavy  enough.  In  the  best  volun- 
tary schools  it  must  be  considerable.  In  the  Church  schools  of  Manchester 
ibne,  as  Canou  Scott  has  pointed  out  in  your  columns,  the  immediate  loss  is 
£500  a  year.  In  the  Board  schools  of  the  country  the  immediate  loss  is 
estimated  at  not  less  than  £40,000  a  year.  This  is  surely  a  severe  and  an 
onjustifiable  penalty  on  the  education  of  the  picked  children  of  the  working 
dim,  whose  training  as  intelligent  members  oi  the  community  is  of  such  high 
national  importance.  I  am  glad  to  see  from  the  notice  in  the  Times  of  to-day 
of  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke's  question  for  Monday  that  he  recognises  that  it 
it  not  higher-grade  schools  only,  but  other  elementary  schools  that  will  be 
aeriously  atfected.  The  Manchester  children  mentioned  above  are  not  in 
higher-grade  schools.  In  this  small  town  from  which  I  write  the  immediate 
loMwiUbe  £200  a  year,  and  this  not  on  children  in  higher-grade  schools. 

"  The  remedy  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  found  by  any  rearrangement  of 
science  or  other  gicam'-secondary  grants,  of  which  many  elementary  schools 
would  not  be  able  to  take  advantage,  but  by  altering  the  22s.  limit  in  the 
new  C'^de  itself.  It  is  not  reasonable  to  cut  down  the  English  child  that 
has  bten  earning  as  much  as  the  Scottish  child  in  the  higher  standards  to 
S2a.,  leaving  the  Scottish  child  to  earn  its  nuxximum  of  248.  6d.  under  the 
Code  as  before.  I  know  of  no  reason  for  doing  this,  unless  it  be  a  Treasury 
reasoc,  and  such  reasons  are  not  at  all  consoling  to  the  persons  who  are  to 
mffer  such  a  heavy  tine.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Government  will  give  up 
the  228.  limit.  It  wtiuld  be  a  great  misforDune  if  the  first  important  opera- 
tion of  the  new  Boaid  of  Education  were  to  leave  any  sense  of  injustice 
behind  it  in  the  minds  of  many  persons  who  are  doing  for  the  country  most 
excellent  educational  work." 

The  discussion  on  the  new  Code  will  not  now  be  taken  until  after 
Easter;  by  chat  time  we  can  only  hope  that  the  Government  wiU 
present  it  in  a  revised  and  modified  form.  As  will  be  seen  from 
Mr.  Acland's  letter  the  objection  is  not  to  the  principle  of  the  block 
grant  but  to  the  particular  scheme  of  block  grant  incorporated  in 
the  new  Code.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  the  Government  can  defend 
(1)  the  narrow  limits  of  the  block  grant  and  (2)  its  maximum,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  Scotch  Code. 
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One  of  the  most  disgraceful  features  of 
Freedom  of        late  in  connection  with  public  affairs  has  been 
Si  *KECH.  the  scenes  that  have  occurred  all  over  the 

country,  directed  against  individuals  or  meet- 
ings that  are  commonly  labelled  "pro-Boer."    Here  is  a  list  (it  does 
not  pretend  to  be  exhaustive)  of  some  of  the  places  where  meetings 
have  been  broken  up,  or  property  and  individuals  attacked :  — 
Paddington  Edinburgh  Scarborough 

Sheffield  Midhurst  Brierley  Hill 

York  Gloucester  Dundee 

West  Bromwich       Northampton  Glasgow 
Canterbury       .      New  Cross  Gateshead 
Ramsgate  Peterhead  Derby 

Exeter  Hall  Hedruth  Norwich 

Reading  Leicester  Stratford-on-Avon 

The  matter  was  so  serious  and  had  assumed  such  proportions  that  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  called  attention  to  it  in  Parliament  on 
March  15th  by  asking  Mr.  Balfour  the  following  question : — 

** Whether,  in  view  of  the  numerous  recent  instances  of  disturbance 
connected  with  meetings  called  for  the  discussion  of  South  African  affairs, 
or  directed  against  the  person  and  property  of  individuals  owing  to  their 
supposed  opinions  about  the  present  war,  her  Majesty's  Government  would 
cause  inquiry  to  be  made  how  far,  and  by  whom,  these  disturbances  were 
organised ;  and  whether  he  would  consider  what  steps  were  necessary  to 
prevent  a  repetition  of  such  occurrences,  and  to  punish  the  offenders." 
Mr.  Balfour's  reply  to  this  was  up  to  a  point  satisfactory  enough.  He 
deprecated  the  riots  as  **  contrary  to  the  best  traditions  of  public  life." 
But  he  proceeded  to  say : — 

I  think  that  the  responsibility  rests  not  only  upon  the  local  authorities 
and  upon  those  concerned  in  these  unfortunate  proceedings,  but  also  upon 
those  who  called  the  meetings.  It  must  be  remembered  that  public  feeling 
is  necessarily  deeply  stirred  at  the  present  time.  In  every  district  of  the 
country  there  are  persons  who  have  lost  near  relatives  or  friends  m  the  pre- 
sent war  ;  and  nine-tenths  of  the  coimtry— ninety-nine-hundred ths  the 
country — believe,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  these  meetings  are  called  for  an 
object  which,  if  it  were  effectual,  would  render  the  recurrence  of  these 
great  calamities  possible.  They  think  that  in  no  other  country  in  the  world, 
and  least  of  all  in  the  Transvaal  itself,  would  such  meetings  be  tolerated ; 
and  they  are  aware  that  the  fact  of  such  meetings  being  held  is,  by  people 
who  know  little  of  our  methods  and  traditions,  used  abroad  as  an  indication 
of  a  divided  country  and  of  a  hesitating  Government.  In  these  circumstances, 
the  tension  of  public  opinion  must  necessarily  be  of  a  kind  afforduig  grave 
anxiety  to  those  responsible  for  the  public  peace  ;  and  I  venture  to  add  that 
those  who  call  these  meetings  ought  to  be  careful  lest  they  ask  more  of  human 
nature  than,  after  all,  history  shows  that  human  nature  is  capable  of  giving." 

This  lecture  to  those  who  had  promoted  the  meetings  was  so  unsatis- 
factory that  Sir  Robert  Reid  subsequently  moved  the  adjournment  of 
the  House.  The  dangerous  doctrine  underlying  Mr.  Balfour's  remarks 
was  clearly  indicated  by  Sir  William  Harcourt : — 

** .  •  .  The  conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
the  leader  of  the  House,  seemed  to  me  to  be  capable  of  an  interpretation 
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which  would  have  the  effect,  I  will  not  say  of  promoting  rioting,  but  of  dis- 
couraging the  right  of  public  meeting  by  people  who  hold  opinions  which 
are  capable  of  exciting  rioting  and  outrages  of  this  character.  I  hope  I  may 
be  mistaken  in  that  interpretation,  but  I  confess  that  it  had  the  effect  in  my 
mind  of  asserting  that  people  who  do  not  hold  the  opinions — which 
unquestionably  are  the  opinions  of  the  great  majority  of  the  pdople— ought 
to  abstain  from  public  and  even,  as  I  understand,  from  private  meetings. 
In  my  view  nothing  could  be  more  injurious  than  such  an  opinion  as  that 
should  go  forth  with  the  sanction  of  the  House  of  Commons.  I  say  we 
ought  to  maintain  that  people  who  hold  opinions  which  are  unpopular  ought 
not  to  be  discouraged,  but  should  feel  that  they  have  a  right  to  express 
those  opinions,  and  that  all  the  power  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of  the 
Executive  Government  should  be  employed  in  protecting  them  in  doing  so. 
It  is  because  I  think  some  of  the  expressions  used  by  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man were  capable  of  the  interpretation  of  a  warning  to  people  whu  hold 
unpopular  opinions  not  to  express  them  that  I  think  it  was  necessary  that 
tliis  matter  should  be  raised  in  the  House,  and  it  is  only  from  that  point  of 
view  that  I  shall  support  this  motion." 

Sir  Henry  Gampbell-Bannennan  later  pointed  out  how  irrelevant  in 
the  circumstances  Mr.  Balfour's  apologia  for  the  rioters  really  was  :  — 

•*  I  agree  that  any  one,  whether  a  street  preacher  or  an  evicting  landlord, 
who  commits  an  act  calculated  to  excite  a  disturbance  of  public  order  has  a 
great  responsibility.  But  the  point  of  this  case  lies  precisely  in  this — that 
the  great  majority  of  the  instances  which  have  been  referred  to  have  not 
been  public  meetings  at  all.  There  are  two  classes  of  persons  aggrieved— 
thoae  who  have  not  been  connected  with  any  meeting  whatever,  hut  who 
simply  on  account  of  opinions,  imputed  or  genuine,  have  been  subjected  to 
coercive  proceedings  on  the  part  of  their  neighbours ;  and  there  are  those 
who  have  called  meetings  together  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their 
opinions  in  private.  In  the  latter  case  only  those  people  have  been  asked  to 
attend  who  are  of  like  mind  in  political  matters  ;  but  other  men,  holding 
different  opinions  on  a  purely  political  subject,  have  chosen  to  come  and 
prevent  the  holding  of  the  meetings.  Those  are  the  circumstances  to  which 
we  have  endeavoured  to  direct  the  attention  of  the  Government.  When  I 
put  the  question  on  the  paper,  my  object  was  to  stnnulate  the  activity  and 
attention  of  the  Government.  I  fully  expected,  from  all  that  I  had  heard 
and  from  my  natural  conception  of  what  the  feelings  and  desires  of  the 
Government  would  be,  that  they  would  have  strongly  condemned  these 
proceedings.  But,  instead  of  that— though  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did, 
indeed,  deprecate  them  as  very  improper  and  wrong— he  devoted  three- 
quarters  of  his  speech  to  an  exposition  of  the  crime  committed  against  order 
by  those  who  had  suffered  from  the  riots.  Anyone  listening  to  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  speech  would  have  thought  that  he  considered  the  conduct 
of  thoee  who  had  called  the  meetings  or  who  were  the  subjects  of  the 
violence  was  quite  as  reprehensible  as  that  of  those  who  disturbed  the 
meetings. " 

Mr.  Balfour,  however,  professed  himself  impenitent.  No  one,  of 
course,  imagines  that  the  Government  has  had  anything  to  do  with 
encouraging  these  outrages  against  free  speech,  but  the  Executive 
ought  in  such  a  matter  to  take  particular  care  to  say  or  do  nothing  to 
induce  those  who  have  been  guilty  of  rioting  or  excess  to  imagine  that 
after  all  their  proceedings  are  perfectly  natural.  If  the  man  in  the 
street  is  told  that  it  is  human  nature  "  to  break  up  a  *'stop-the-war  " 
meeting  he  probably  gives  way  to'* human  nature." 
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Professor  A.  V.  Dicey  is  a  Unionist  who  (in 
Professor  Dicry    his  own  words)  'Ogives  a  zealous  and  con- 
AND  Free  Speech,  scientious  support  to  the  foreign,  no  less  Uian 
the  domestic  policy  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment."    That  does  not,  however,  prevent  his  valuing  Freedom  of 
Speech,  and  he  wrote  on  March  20th  the  following  strong  letter  to  the 
Times  (published  on  March  22nd) : — 

In  various  towns  throughout  Great  Britain,  such  as  Edinburgh  and 
Scarborough,  freedom  of  open  discussion  on  the  subject  of  the  war  is,  it 
would  appear,  for  the  moment  at  any  rate,  suspended.  When  meetings  in 
favour  of  peace  and  meetings  which  are  not  in  strictness  pubhc  have  been 
broken  up  by  the  use  of  stones  and  brick-bats,  it  is  idle  to  contend  that 
persons  who  wish  to  stop  the  war  are  free  to  express  their  legitimate,  though, 
as  it  seems  to  most  of  us,  unfounded  convictions.  An  appeal  has  been  made 
to  the  Executive.  The  Government,  through  one  of  their  principal  members 
(Mr,  Balfour)  have  promised  to  do  their  best  to  enforce  the  law,  but  have 
intimated  that  they  can  do  very  little,  and  have  taken  the  opportunity — a 
singularly  ill-chosen  one — to  administer  a  reproof  to  zealots  who,  while 
acting  within  their  legal  rights,  outrage  the  natural  sentiment  of  the  people. 
The  Ministry  will,  I  take  it,  act  in  accordance  with  the  law,  but  they  have 
already  failed  in  one  elementary  duty.  They  have  not  made  it  apparent 
that,  as  far  as  the  Government  is  concerned,  it  is  the  breakers  of  the  law, 
and  not  the  men  who  claim  to  exercise  their  legal  rights  of  citizens,  who  are 
in  fault.  Mr.  Balfour  has  confused  the  attitude  of  a  philosopher  or  a 
moralist  with  the  very  different  attitude  which  beseems  the  representative 
of  the  Executive,  with  the  practical,  though  unintended,  result  that  he 
has  more  or  less  held  up  to  odium  men  who,  however  unwisely,  do  con- 
scientiously advocate  the  stopping  of  the  war,  and  has  certainly  encour- 
aged  every  ruffian  who  wishes  to  check  by  force  the  expression  of  opinions 
which  he  dislikes. 

''This  is  a  serious  state  of  matters,  and  it  is  made  the  more  serious  by 

the  calmness  with  which  the  pubhc  accept  it. 

*'  The  results  to  which  it  will  lead  are  as  certain  as  they  are  disastrous 
"The  peace  party  will  feel  themselves,  and  rightly  enough,  the  victims 

of  oppression.     Their  silence  will  mean  not  success,   but  embittered 

opposition. 

**The  fact,  which  to  any  candid  judge  is  indubitable,  that  the  war  with 
the  Boers  commands  the  zealous  support  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  nation 
will  become  matter  of  honest  dispute.  If  Englishmen  find  it  necessary  to 
suppress  by  violence  the  advocacy  of  peace,  foreigners,  and  indeed  many 
Englishmen,  will  argue  that  freedom  of  discussion  would  betray  extensive 
differences  of  opinion. 

**The  moral  reputation  of  England  will  be  lowered  throughout  the 
civilised  world. 

"  We  have  been  accustomed  to  condemn  freely  enough  the  intolerance  of 
Frenchmen,  of  Germans,  of  Americans.  Our  sermons  have  been  some- 
times ill-timed,  they  have  always  been  unpalatable  to  the  recipients  ;  their 
one  merit  has  been  their  honesty.  We  have  heretofore  practised  the 
political  toleration  and  the  respect  for  law  which  we  have  recommended  to 
others.  Our  belief  in  our  own  doctrine  is  now  put  to  the  test.  A  minority 
oppose,  and  oftt-n  tastelessly  oppose,  the  convictions  of  the  nation.  If  we 
fall  off  from  our  own  teaching,  if  we  suppress  legal  dissidence  by  lawless 
violence,  all  our  evidence  on  behalf  of  freedom  will  be  rendered  futile. 
More  than  this,  foreigners  will  not  believe  that  the  teaching  which  we  do 
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Dot  practice  was  ever  sincere.  Moral  arrogance  will  become  doubly  offen- 
uTe  when  it  is  deemed  to  be  something  very  like  national  pharisaism. 

We  may,  it  will  be  said,  neglect  foreign  opinion  ;  what  we  dare  not 
neglect  is  the  evil  produced,  not  abroad,  but  at  home,  by  the  toleration  of 
lawlessness.  At  the  present  moment  neither  the  Government  nor  the  public 
ihow  due  concern  for  the  sacredness  of  legal  rights.  If  these  legal  riffhts 
are  excessive — if,  for  example,  as  is  certainly  areuable,  stricter  limits  than 
now  exist  ought  to  be  placea  on  the  risht  of  puUic  meeting,  let  the  law  be 
deliberately  amended  ;  but  whilst  the  legal  rights  of  public  meeting  and  of 
free  discussion  are  not  limited  by  law  they  ought  to  be  protected  by  the 
whole  power,  moral  and  physical,  of  the  State.  The  hint  that  the  right  to 
advocate  the  stopping  of  the  war  ought  to  be  qualified  by  deference  to 
popular  sentiment  means  nothing  less  than  that  legal  freedom  is  at  an  end, 
and  that,  instead  of  rights  secured  by  the  law  of  the  land,  we  must  accept 
the  capricious  dictates  of  popular  sentiment  enforced  by  the  sanction  of 
popular  violence." 

It  is  quite  refreshing  to  find  a  Professor  taking  up  such  strong  ground 
on  behalf  of  Freedom  of  Speech. 


Probably  the  most  disgraceful  of  the  series 
The  Scarborough    of    riots    in    connection    with    the  war 
Riots.  meetings  took  place  at  Scarborough.    There  a 

member  of  the  Rowntree  family  had  arranged 
a  private  reception  to  meet  Mr.  Cronwright  Schreiner,  with  the  result 
that  the  most  scandalous  scenes  occurred,  leading  t.o  the  reading  of  the 
Riot  Act.  The  following  letter,  subsequently  written  by  the  Rowntree 
family,  in  itself  serves  to  explain  what  happened  : — 

"  It  is  our  desire  that  the  sores  arising  from  the  recent  visit  of  Mr.  Cron- 
wright Schreiner  to  Scarborough  may  speedily  be  healed,  and  as  one 
contribution  to  this  end  we  wish  to  state  that  it  is  not  our  intention  to  make 
any  claim  against  the  borough  fund  for  property  damaged  or  destroyed 
during  the  riots  which  occurred  on  the  night  of  the  reception  given  by  one 
of  our  number.  The  loss  of  property,  though  not  light  to  some  of  us,  is  as 
nothing  compared  with  the  peril  to  which  some  of  those  dearer  to  us  than 
life  were  that  night  exposed,  or  with  the  loss  of  free  speech  won  for  us  by 
brave  men  and  women  of  old.  We  respectfully  submit  to  our  fellow- 
townsmen  of  all  creeds  and  parties  that  the  wrecking  of  buildings,  and 
especially  midnight  assaults  on  the  homes  of  women,  children,  and  aged 
persons,  are  acts  of  cruel  lawlessness  which  nothing  can  justify.  Inauiries 
made  seem  to  show  that  the  violence  was  chiefly  the  result  of  the  delusion 
Uuit  the  visitor  to  our  town,  a  colonial  fellow-subject  of  British  blood,  who 
had  come  to  lecture  on  *  The  conditions  of  a  durable  peace  in  South  Africa,' 
was  a  Boer,  whose  life  might  fairly  be  taken,  and  that  it  was  encouraged 
by*  some  who  are  supposed  to  know  better.  Edmund  Burke's  entreaty  to 
his  fellows,  *  so  to  be  patriots  as  not  to  forget  to  be  gentlemen,*  seems  still 
to  be  needed.  We  are  all  at  one  i  n  desiring  the  honour  and  greatness  of  our 
country ;  we  are  intensely  anxious  for  the  good  name  of  the  British  Empire 
aoumgst  the  nations  of  the  earth.  But  we  hold  that  the  fostering  of  preju- 
dice and  enmity,  even  against  our  foes,  is  in  the  lojig  run  hurtful  to  ourselves, 
and  that  injustice  to  strangers  never  leads  to  justice  to  our  own  people.  Our 
convictions  on  some  great  questions  are,  we  know,  different  from  those  of 
the  majority  of  our  fellow-countrymen  ;  but  for  these  convictions  we  must 
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render  our  account  not  to  man  but  to  God.  If  we  are  wrong  resort  to 
lynch  law  will  nut  set  us  right,  whilst  it  inflicts  serious  injury  on  the  whole 
community.  We  desire  to  acknowledge  with  sincere  thanks  many  expres- 
sions of  support  and  sympathy  from  both  strangers  and  friends.  History 
often  has  to  reverse  the  popular  verdicts  of  the  day,  and  we  believe  it  will 
reverse  the  verdict  of  violence  which  has  been  given  against  us." 

Scarborough  will,  indeed,  be  diflScult  to  move  if  this  dignified  protest 
and  appeal  fails  to  touch  it. 


Lord  Rosebery  has  now  resigned  the  Pre- 
LoRD  Rosebery.     sidency  of  the  Scottish  Liberal  Association  and 
the   Midlothian  Liberal  Association  in  the 
following  two  letters  to  Mr.  A.  JJ.  Wood,  who  is  secretary  of  both 
bodies : — 

I. — Scottisk  Liberal  Association, 

**I  am  honoured  by  the  cordial  and  unanimous  vote  which  you  have 
transmitted  to  me  from  the  Scottish  Liberal  Association,  and  I  beg  you  to 
convey  to  the  members  my  sincere  thanks. 

**  I  am  sorry  to  terminate  my  connection  with  an  association  over  which  I 
have  so  long  presided.  This  severance  however,  represents  no  new  departure 
on  my  part,  but  is  the  natural  corollary  of  my  resignation  in  October, 
1896.  Since  then  I  have  only  been  a  sleeping  partner  in  the  association 
with  political  liabilities  beyond  my  control.  A  relation  which  is  purely 
formal,  but  which  involves  apparent  responsibility,  is  a  false  position  and 
should  mtt  continue. 

TTnder  these  circumstances,  I  should  have  resigned  long  ago  but  for  an 
oversight  and,  perhaps,  for  a  not  unnatural  reluctance  to  cut  tliese  last 
nominal  ties  which  were  once  so  real. 

*'But,  though  I  resume  my  entire  independence  as  a  just  and  logical 
consequence  of  previous  action,  1  retain  all  the  friendship  and  gratitude 
which  I  must  always  feel  fur  my  old  political  associates." 

II. — Midlothian  Liberal  Association^, 

**  I  am  honoured  by  the  cordial  and  unanimous  vote  which  I  have 
received  from  the  Midlothian  Liberal  Association,  a  society  with  which  I 
am  linked  by  lifelong  ties  and  stirring  memories.  1  owe,  indeed,  an  apology 
to  the  association  for  not  having  withdrawn  my  name,  for  this  course  was 
the  necessary  corollary  of  my  action  in  October,  1896.  If  I  could  not  be 
leader  I  could  not  be  president.  My  retirement  should,  therefore,  have 
taken  place  at  that  time,  and  it  was  only  by  accident  that  it  did  not. 

**  But,  though  I  now  resume  absolute  independence,  unfettered  even  by 
the  slight  bonds  of  nominal  office,  it  is,  I  beg  you  to  believe,  in  no  way  in- 
consistent with  the  principles  which  have  guided  my  past  life  from  its 
commencement :  Liberalism  at  home  and  the  maintenance  of  our  free, 
unaggressive,  tolerant  Empire  abroad  ;  in  a  word,  the  large  and  eflicient 
development  of  our  nation  on  Liberal  lines  both  within  and  outside  these 
islands.  This  always  has  been  and  always  must  be  my  creed,  whether  in 
public  or  private  life  ;  whether  or  no  it  consist  with  the  framework  of  any 
actual  political  party.  It  is  a  matter  of  no  moment  except  lo  myself  ;  I 
only  mention  it  lest  my  own  friends  should  imagine  that  I  contemplate  any- 
thing but  personal  enfranchisement. 

**  Finally,  I  bid  them  all  good-bye,  with  grateful  recollections  of  their 
constant  and  generous  kindness." 
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Coming  events  cast  their  shadows  before. 
"Dkath-bbd        There  is  much  talk  of  dissolution  just  now, 
Repentance."        and  it  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  this 
Parliament   should   suddenly  have  betaken 
itself  to   approving    measures  of  a  PfOgressive   and  enlightened 
character.    It  really  does  look  (as  Sir  William  Harcourt  put  it)  like 
"death-bed  repentance."    Three  measures  of  the  above  kind  have 
daring  the  last  month  been  read  a  second  time  : — 

Bill.  Date.  Division. 

1.  Sale  of   Intoxicating   Liquors  \ 

to  Children.   ...        ...        ...     Match   9th  Unopposed. 

2.  Sunday  Clo8ing(Monmouth8hire)        „      14th     By  64(188  to  124) 

3.  Workmen's  (Compensation  Act 

(1897)  Extension    „      21st  '  Unopposed. 

These  Bills  have  already  been  summarised,  or  are  so  in  the  present 
number  (see  pp.  88  and  141),  but  we  proceed  to  give  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  read  a  second  time : — 

1.  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children, — At  half-past  five  on 
Friday,  March  9th,  the  House  of  Commons  found  that  this  Bill  was 
the  next  business  on  the  Order  paper — the  Government  business 
having  all  be*-n  got  through.  Mr.  Souttar  (the  Liberal  member  for 
Dumfriesshire)  was  in  charge  of  thn  Bill,  and — of  course — proceeded 
to  ask  the  House  to  read  it  a  second  time.  Mr.  Goschen,  with  equal 
promptitude,  asked  it,  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  to  do  nothing  of 
the  kind,  on  the  ground  that  since  Friday  was  a  Government  night 
the  House  ought  to  adjourn  when  the  Government  business  was  done. 
Mr.  Asquith  vigorously  protested  against  this  doctrine  : — 

"The  understanding  was  that  the  House  ►hould  devote  Friday  evenings 
to  Supply.  The  GovemmeDt,  for  reasons  of  their  own,  had  chosen  to 
appropriate  this  Friday  evening  to  Government  Bills,  and  why  on  earth,  at 
ten  minutes  to  six  o'clock,  when  all  the  Government  business  was  disposed 
of,  should  the  House  be  prevented  from  discussing  a  Bill  nf  great  impor- 
tance to  the  social  interests  of  the  people  ?  The  Bill  was  founded  on  the 
UBanimous  recommendation  of  a  Royal  Commission.  In  these  circumstances 
it  was  little  short  of  a  scandal  that  the  House  of  Commons  should  be  asked 
by  Uie  Government  to  burke  this  most  useful  and  urgent  measure." 

Tory  after  Tory  t^reed  with  Mr.  Asquith  rather  than  with  Mr. 
Goschen,  till  Mr.  Balfour  gave  in,  and  allowed  the  motion  for  adjoum- 
incnt  to  be  withdrawn.  The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  timQ—^uiihout 
a  division  !  But,  though  it  carried  out  a  reform  unanimously  recom- 
mended by  the  Licensing  Commission,  the  Government  assent  gave  it 
no  assistance.  The  Home  Secretary  did  not  speak ;  in  fact,  the 
Government's  contribution  to  the  debate  was  a  motion  for  the 
adjournment  of  the  House  at  5.30  p.m. 

2.  Sunday  Closing  {Monmouthshire). — The  arguments  in  favour  of 
this  Bill  were  overwhelmingly  strong,  and  were  clearly  stateil  by  Mr. 
Reginald  McKenna,  the  Liberal  member  for  North  Monmouthshire : — 

That  house  was  not  a  good  tribunal  for  questions  of  fact,  and  they  had 
•dmitted  this  by  the  practice  of  appointing  Royal  Commissions.    In  1890 
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a  Royal  Commtssion  was  appointed  by  a  Conservative  Gk>vemment  for  the 
express  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  abuses  of  the  law.  The  Commissioa, 
reporting  upon  nine  years*  experience  of  the  working  of  the  (  Wdsk  Sufiday 
Closing)  Act,  found  that  the  condition  of  the  streets  had  greatly  improved, 
that  there  was  greater  regularity  in  workmen  returning  to  work  on  Monday, 
and  that  Sunday  closing  had  been  a  powerful  factor  in  the  moral  and  social 
improvement  of  the  people.  The  Commission  concluded  that  they  could  not 
endorse  either  the  recommendation  to  respect  the  Sunday  Closing  Act  or  to 
modify  the  Act  by  permitting  the  opening  of  public-houses  for  a  short  time 
in  the  middle  and  evening  of  Sunday.  A  second  Royal  Commission  reported 
by  twenty-two  votes  to  two  in  favour  of  including  Monmouthshire  in  the 
Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act.  Could  there  be  a  stronger  evidence  of  fact  than 
that  ?  Opposition  in  Monmouthshire  to  this  Bill  hardly  existed.  Organised 
opposition  there  was  not ;  individuals  here  and  there  opposed  to  the  Bill 
there  might  be. " 

Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  protested  that  the  Government  were 
"  desirous  of  doing  something  to  promote  the  cause  of  temperance,'' 
but  their  way  of  doing  this  was  to  have  no  opinion  at  all  on  the 
measure : — 

**In  view  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission,  he  did  not  wish  to 
labour  opposition  to  the  ^ill,  and,  speaking  for  the  Government,  he  would 
not  desire  to  offer  opposition  to  the  second  reading.  .  .  .  He  did  not, 
however,  see  in  the  recommendations  of  the  recent  Commissioners  suffi^ent 
ground  for  accepting  this  Bill.  Personally  he  should  vote  against  it.  He 
did  not  agree  with  the  proposed  absorption,  for  the  purpose  of  Sunday 
closing,  of  Monmouthshire  into  Wales,  or  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing. 
It  would  not  be  right  for  the  Government  to  offer  any  advice  to  or  put  any 
pressure  on  the  House,  but,  speiiking  for  himself,  he  should  vote  against  the 
second  reading  of  the  Bill." 

It  is  simply  absurd  to  pretend  that  "  it  would  not  be  right "  for  the 
Government  to  have  accepted  the  Bill.  It  is  to  the  credit  of  the 
House  that  it  is  less  tender  towards  "  the  trade  "  than  the  Government. 
In  fact  the  Government  would  seem  to  be  more  "trade"  than  the 
trade  itself,  in  view  of  the  line  taken  up  by  the  "  trade  Royal 
Commissioners. 

3.  Workmm^s  Compenaation  Act  (1897)  Extension, — This  was  a 
Bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Goulding  and  seven  other  Tory  M.P.*8  to 
extend  the  Compensation  Act  to  the  agricultural  labourer.  Mr. 
Goulding  was  in  favour  of  such  extension  when  the  Act  was  passed, 
but  the  astonishing  thing  is  that  Tory  M.P.'s,  like  Mr.  Grant  Lawaon 
(who  actually  seconded  the  motion  for  second  reading)  have  also  been 
converted.  Sir  William  Harcourt,  in  the  debate  (March  Slat) 
offered  some  very  cogent  remarks  on  this  point : — 

He  had  listened  with  great  interest  and  instruction  to  the  information 
which  the  hon.  member  {Mr.  Grant  Lawson)  had  given  as  to  the  process  of 
conversion  which  had  overtaken  all  classes  of  the  agricultural  interest. 
Who  was  going  to  oppose  this  Bill  if  after  the  experience  of  three  or  four 
years  even  the  agricultural  iabourer  was  converted  to  a  measure  which  was 
in  favour  of  himself  ?  He  could  remember  questions  in  respect  of  which  the 
process  of  conversion  uf  particular  classes  of  the  community  took  even 
longer  than  three  years.  There  was  only  one  body  in  the  House  whose  con- 
version was  needed,  and  it  was  her  Majesty's  Government.     Now  that  the 
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House  bad  heard  the  views  of  the  agricultural  interest  and  the  views  of 
other  interests,  it  was  only  right  that  it  should  hear  the  views  of  the 
OoTemment,  and  then  the  House  would  pass  the  Bill  by  acclamation.  He 
could  think  of  no  argument  that  could  be  advanced  for  excepting  the  agri- 
cultural labourer.  Machinery  was  now  used  to  a  great  extent  in  agriculture 
in  England,  and  it  had  long  been  employed  in  Scotland.  There  could  be  no 
rational  ground  of  opposition,  unless  it  was  the  opposition  of  a  preponderant 
interest  to  apply  an  equal  rule  to  all  classes  of  the  community  in  this 
respect.  He  did  not  know  whether  the  process  of  conversion  of  questions  of 
this  kind  took  place  more  easily  towards  the  end  rather  than  at  the  begin- 
ning of  a  Parliament.  There  were  moments  at  which  men  thought  more 
seriously  of  life,  and  that  was  when  they  were  approaching  their  end.  But 
though  a  death-bed  repentance  was  perhaps  not  as  good  as  a  repentance  in 
earlier  years,  at  all  events  it  was  valuable. 

Wonderful  to  relate  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  declared  that  the 
Government  were  prepared  to  support  the  Bill.''  More,  he  hinted  that 
seamen  would  soon  have  to  be  included,  and  that  the  Act  would  also 
8oon  have  to  be  revised.  Certainly  the  prospects  of  an  early  Dissolu- 
tion are  not  less  than  they  were. 


Mr.  Tudor  Howell  (the  Tory  Member  for 
Fraudulbnt        Denbigh  boroughs),  has  succeeded  in  getting  a 
GoyKRNMBNT        useful  and   instructive  Government  return 
Contractors.       (No.   94 — price   Jd.)  giving  the  following 
particulars : — 

(1.)  Names  of  Contractors  who  have  been  struck  off  the  Govern- 
ment list  for  misconduct  in  connection  with  the  sending  of  stores  for 
the  use  of  her  Majestjr's  Field  Force  in  South  Africa  : — 

Messrs  John  E.  Bennett  &  Sons,  42,  Wharf,  Nine  Elms-lane,  S.W. ; 
Mr.  John  Brown,  24,  Brunswick-street,  Liverpool. 

(2.)  Names  of  the  officers  no  longer  employed  by  the  Government 
who  passed  defective  stores  for  the  use  of  her  Majesty's  Field  Force 
m  South  Africa  : — 

Captain  C.  H.  Dawson,  A.S.C. ;  Mr.  A.  E.  R.  James,  Temporary 
Foreman  at  the  Supply  Reserve  Dep6t,  Woolwich. 

It  came  out  later  on  that  the  name  of  the  first  of  these  defaulting 
firms  only  concealed  the  real  truth.  As  Mr.  James  Lowther  said  in  a 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons  which  he  initiated  on  March  20th  : — 
*'Two  names — Messrs.  John  E.  Bennett  and  Sons  and  Mr.  John  Brown 
—with  the  addresses  were  given  ;  but  that  did  not  carry  the  House  very  far. 
It  turned  out  that  the  business  of  Messrs.  Bennett  and  Sons  was  really 
conducted  by  a  person  called  Underwood,  who  was  an  old  offender,  having 
prariously  been  caught  red-handed  in  providing  bad  hay  for  the  Army.  The 
firm  of  Underwood  was  then  removeid  from  the  War  Office  list ;  and  that 
mij^t  be  supposed  to  be  a  severe  punishment.  But  Underwood  then 
acquired  the  business  of  another  firm  which  had  the  privilege  of  supplying 
the  War  Office  ;  and  was  then  caught  again  re<^handed  in  supplying 
defective  stores." 

It  is  so  far  satisfactory  that  an  enquiry  is  now  to  be  held  into  the 
whole  subject  of  War  Office  contracts. 
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The  Pkace  "^^^  story  of  the  peace  overtures  is  oon- 

Hvf  tained  in  the  following  two  telegrams  between 

UVERTLRES.         j^^^  Salisbury  and  the  two  Dutch  Presidents, 
which  sufficiently  explain  themselves  : — 

1. 

Thk  Pkbsi dents  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  op  the  Soxtth  African 
Republic  to  the  Marquess  of  Salisbury. — (Received  March  Qth,) 

Blof^mfontein,  March  5th,  1900. 
The  blood  and  the  tears  of  the  thousands  who  have  suffered  by  thia  war, 
and  the  prospect  of  all  the  moral  and  economic  ruin  with  which  South  Africa  is 
now  threatened,  make  it  necessary  for  both  belligerents  to  ask  themselves 
dispassionately,  and  as  in  the  sight  of  the  Triune  Ood,  for  what  they  are 
fighting,  and  wliether  the  aim  of  each  justifies  all  this  appaUiug  misery  and 
devastation. 

With  this  object  and  in  view  of  the  assertions  of  various  British 
statesmen  to  the  effect  that  this  war  was  begun  and  is  being  carried  on  with 
the  set  purpose  of  undermining  her  Majesty's  authority  in  South  Africa, 
and  of  setting  up  an  Administration  over  all  South  Africa  independent  of 
her  Majesty's  Government,  we  consider  it  our  duty  solemnly  to  declare  that 
this  war  was  undertaken  solely  as  a  defensive  measure  to  safeguard  the 
threatened  independence  of  the  South  African  Republic,  and  is  only 
continued  in  order  to  secure  and  safeguard  the  incontestable  independence 
of  both  Republics  as  sovereign  international  States,  and  to  obtain  the 
assurance  that  those  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  who  have  taken  part  with  us 
in  this  war  shall  suffer  no  harm  whatsoever  in  person  or  property. 

On  these  conditions,  but  on  these  conditions  alone,  are  we  now,  as  in  the 
past,  desirous  of  seeing  peace  re-established  in  South  Africa,  and  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  evils  now  reigning  over  South  Africa  ;  while,  if  her  Majes^'s 
Government  is  determined  to  destroy  the  independence  of  the  Republi<», 
there  is  nothinp^  left  to  us  and  to  our  people  but  to  persevere  to  the  end  in 
the  course  already  begun,  in  spite  of  the  overwhelming  pre-eminence  of  the 
British  Empire,  confident  that  that  God  who  lighted  the  unextinguishable 
fire  of  the  love  of  freedom  in  the  hearts  of  ourselves  and  of  our  fathers  will 
not  forsake  us,  but  will  accomplish  His  work  in  us  and  in  our  descendants. 

We  hesitated  to  make  this  declaration  earlier  to  your  Excellency,  as  we 
feared  that  as  long  as  the  advantage  was  always  on  our  side,  and  as  long  as 
our  forces  held  defensive  positions  far  in  her  Majesty's  colonies,  such  a 
declaration  might  hurt  the  feelings  of  honour  of  the  British  people ;  but 
now  that  the  prestige  of  the  British  Empire  may  be  considered  to  be 
assured  by  the  capture  of  one  of  our  forces  by  her  Majesty's  troops,  and 
that  we  are  thereby  forced  to  evacuate  other  positions  which  our  forces  had 
occupied,  that  difficulty  is  over,  and  we  can  no  longer  hesitate  clearly  to 
inform  your  Government  and  people  in  the  sight  of  the  whole  civilised 
world  why  we  are  fighting,  and  on  what  conditions  we  are  ready  to  restore 
peace. 

2. 

The  Marquess  of  Salisbury  to  the  Prbsidbnts  of  the  South  African 
Republic  and  Orange  Free  State. 

Foreign  Office,  March  11th,  1900. 
I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  Honours'  telegram  dated  March 
5th  from  Bloemfontein,  of  which  the  purport  is  principally  to  demand  that 
her  Majesty's  Government  shall  recognise  the  **  incontestable  independ- 
ence" of  the  South  African  Republic  and  Orange  Free  State  ''as  sovereign 
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iDtemational  States/'  and  to  offer,  on  those  terms,  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
conclusion. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  last,  peace  existed  between  her  Majesty  and 
the  two  Republics  under  the  Conventions  which  then  were  in  existence.  A 
discussion  had  been  proceeding  for  some  months  between  her  Majesty's 
Government  and  the  South  African  Republic,  of  which  the  object  was  to 
obtain  redress  for  certain  very  serious  grievances  under  which  British  resi- 
dents in  the  South  African  Republic  were  suffering.  In  the  course  of  these 
negotiations,  the  South  African  Republic  had,  to  the  knowledge  of  her 
Majesty's  Government,  made  considerable  armaments,  and  the  latter  had, 
consequently,  taken  steps  to  provide  corresponding  reinforcements  to  the 
British  garrisons  of  Cape  Town  and  Natal.  No  infringement  of  the  rights 
guaranteed  by  the  Conventions  had,  up  to  that  point,  taken  place  on  the 
British  side.  Suddenly,  at  two  days'  notice,  the  South  African  Republic, 
after  issuing  an  insulting  ultimatum,  declared  war  upon  her  Majesty  ;  and 
the  Orange  Free  State,  with  whom  there  had  not  even  been  any  discussion, 
took  a  similar  step.  Her  Majesty's  dominions  were  immediately  invaded  by 
the  two  Republics,  siege  was  laid  to  three  towns  within  the  British  frontier, 
a  Urge  portion  of  the  two  colonies  was  overrun,  with  great  destruction  to 
property  and  life,  and  the  Republics  claimed  to  treat  the  inhabitants  of  ex- 
tensive portions  of  her  Majesty's  dominions  as  if  those  dominions  had  been 
annexed  to  one  or  other  of  them.  In  anticipation  of  these  operations  the 
South  African  Republic  had  been  accumulating  for  many  years  past  military 
stores  on  an  enormous  scale,  which,  by  their  character,  could  only  have  been 
intended  for  use  against  Great  Britain. 

Tour  Honours  make  some  observations  of  a  negative  character  upon  the 
object  with  which  these  preparations  were  made.  I  do  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  discuss  the  questions  you  have  raised.  But  the  result  of  these  pre- 
parations, carried  on  with  great  secrecy,  has  been  that  the  British  Empire 
oas  been  compelled  to  confront  an  invasion  which  has  entailed  upon  the 
Empire  a  costly  war  and  the  loss  of  thousands  of  precious  lives.  This  great 
calainity  has  been  the  penalty  which  Great  Britain  has  suffered  for  having  in 
recent  years  acquiesced  in  the  existence  of  the  two  Republics. 

In  view  of  the  use  to  which  the  two  Republics  have  put  the  position 
which  was  given  to  them,  and  the  calamities  which  their  unprovoked  attack 
has  inflicted  upon  her  Majesty's  dominions,  her  Majesty's  Government  can 
only  answer  your  Honours'  telegram  by  sajring  that  they  are  not  prepared  to 
assent  to  the  independence  either  of  the  South  African  Republic  or  of  the 
Orange  Free  State. 


In  the  last  (March)  number  of  the  Magazine 
A  CoRRBCTiOK.  we  quoted  (at  page  80)  from  a  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Tennant  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
February  23rd.  In  the  course  of  that  speech,  Mr.  Tennant  made  some 
strong  observations  on  the  conduct  of  a  magistrate  who  tried  a  case 
in  which  Messrs.  Doulton  were  prosecuted.  We  understand  that 
Mr.  Tennant's  remarks  were  based  upon  a  misconception  of  the  real 
^ts — of  which  we  are  now  in  possession — and  we  regret  that  that 
portion  of  his  remarks  should  have  been  unwittingly  reproduced  in 
these  pages.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  assure  the  magistrate  that 
nothing  was  farther  from  our  thoughts  than  to  do  him  an  injustice. 
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We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.     imports  and  exports  for  February,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 


Febrqaey,  1900. 




Month  ending  Feb.  28th. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900. 

1899. 

£ 

37,604,808 
23,219,849 

5,575,325 

£  £ 
35,539,109  2,065,699 
19,382,406  3,837,443 

5,878,110   

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  y 
Colonial  Merchandise  j 

302,786 

Total  

66,399,982  |  60,799,625  ;Net5,600,357 

Year's  Trade  to  Date. 

For  the  two  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Feb.28th,1900. 

Feb.  28th,  m 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  > 
Colonial  Merchandise  J 

£ 

82,165,657 
46,803,731 

11,057,790 

£ 

76,803,300 
39,729,640 

10,998,370 

£ 

5,362,357 
7,074,091 

59,420 

£ 

140,027,178 

127,531,310 

12,495,868 

In  the  Committee  on  the  Navy  estimates  on 
Fair  Wages  for    March  8th,  the  reduction  of  the  vote  for  the 
Government        victualling  and  clothing  of  the  Navy  was 
Workers.  moved  by  Mr.  A.  Morton  (the  Tory  member 

for  Deptford)  to  call  attention  to  the  way  in 
which  the  labourers  at  the  Deptford  victualling  yard  were  treated  in 
regard  to  pay — as  compared  with  the  labourers  doing  precisely  similar 
duties  at  Woolwich  and  Fimlico.  The  case  made  out  for  giving  the 
Deptford  labourers  (who  are  at  present  earning  about  20s.  a  week) 
something  more  than  that  very  small  sum  was  practically  over- 
whelming. But  Mr.  Goschen  refused  to  listen  to  it,  and  talked  very 
high-mindedly  about  the  wickedness  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
trying  to  "coerce"  him  into  giving  higher  wages.  Lord  Hugh  Cecil 
did  his  best  to  get  the  Government  through  their  difficulty,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  redeem  his  own  election  pledge  by  the  following  appeal: — 
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**"  This  was  a  question  on  which  he  had  given  a  specific  promise  to  his 
coustituentB  at  the  time  of  his  election  that  he  would  urge  on  the  Govern- 
ment that  they  should  act  in  the  manner  of  a  good  employer.  If  his  right 
hon.  friend  was  able  to  tell  him  that  he  was  personally  convinced  that  a  good 
employer  would  not  act  in  a  different  way  to  that  in  which  the  Government 
were  acting  towards  their  labourers,  he  should  be  prepared  to  support  them 
and  at  the  same  time  feel  that  he  was  redeeming  his  pledge." 

But  Mr.  Goschen's  answer  was  not  satisfactory,  and  Lord  Hugh 
Cecil  had  to  vote  against  the  Government.  Everyone  recognises  the 
scandals  that  may  easily  grow  up  if  Government  employ^  are  allowed 
to  bring  pi^^ssure  to  bear  in  order  to  get  their  wages  increased,  but  this 
was  a  case  to  which  such  considerations  hardly  apply,  and  it  must 
remain  on  record  that  a  Government  which  has  thrown  away  millions 
of  pounds  in  **  doles  "  to  landowners  and  parsons  and  denominational 
schools  has  refused  to  level  up  the  wages  of  the  poorly  paid  Deptford 
labourers. 


As  we  said  last  month,  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Thb  Budget.  Beach's  Budget  has  been  well  received  by 
Liberals  because  it  adopts  the  sound  principle 
that  we  ought  at  once  to  begin  paying  for  the  war  out  of  current 
revenue,  and  because  the  incidence  of  the  extra  taxation  is  considered 
to  be,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  But  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Finance  Bill  on  March  19th,  Sir  William  Harcourt  drew  attention  to 
"  the  war  Budget  of  to-day  and  what  would  have  been  a  peace  Budget." 
We  set  out  some  of  the  points  and  figures  given  in  his  speech  : — 

The  National  Debt.— Thus  far  we  arc  £53,000,000  to  the  bad  on 
the  Debt  account  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Normal  realised  surplus  for  1899-1900  that  £ 
would  ordinarily  have  gone  to  reduce  Debt, 
now  taken  to  reduce  the  actual  deficit, 
estimated  in  Budget  speech  to  be  at  least*  ...  5,500,000 

Terminable  annuities,  that  ordinarily  would 
have  been  paid  off  in  1900-1901  but  which 
are  buspended  to  free  the  money  for  war 
purposes    4,600,000 

War  loan  and  Treasury  Bills  ...       .*   43,000,000 


£53,100,000 

It  does  not  follow  that  we  shall  add  this  enormous  amount  to  the 
Debt.    The  extra  taxation  may  be  renewed  next  year  to  pay  off  the 

*  The  re  turns  for  the  full  year  abows  the  actual  amount  to  be  over  uine  millions. 
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war  debt,  and  it  is  hoped  to  charge  the  Tranavaal  revenue  with  some 


TaxcUion. — But  for  the  war  the  prospective  surplus  for  1900-1901 
would  ai  least  have  been  five  millions^  allowing  for  an  additional 
expenditure  of  a  million  and  a-half.  Provided  this  had  not  been 
wanted  for  "  doles/'  this  amount  would  have  been  sufficient  to  "  give 
sensible  relief  to  the  taxation  of  the  people."  In  fact  taxation  is 
increased  by  £12,500,000  ! 

The  Budget  of  1894.— This  Budget  of  1900  is  a  complete  justifica- 
tion of  the  Budget  of  1894.  After  pointing  out  that  the  Death 
Duties,  which  he  estimated  to  rise  from  ten  to  thirteen  and  a-half 
millions,  now  yield  as  much  as  seventeen  and  a-half,  Sir  William 
Harcourt  said  : — 

**  Then  there  is  the  beer  duty.  I  find  that  among  my  friends  the  brewers 
the  beer  duty  is  now  met  with  curses  not  loud  but  deep.  In  my  time  Uiey 
were  very  loud  and  deep.  In  1894,  I  remember,  my  hon.  friend  the  member 
for  Wimbledon  {Mr,  Cosmo  Bonsor)  was  most  anxious  to  assure  the  House 
that  it  was  not  the  duty  on  beer  that  he  objected  to,  but  that  what  he  was 
really  solicitous  about  was  the  terrible  effect  the  6d.  a  barrel  would  have  ou 
the  price  of  barley.  We  were  told  that  we  were  ruining  the  agricultural 
interest.  I  do  not  remember  exactly  the  figure  which  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  said  that  fid.  a  barrel  would  inflict  in  the  way  of  taxation 
upon  a  quarter  of  barley,  but  I  know  the  agricultural  interest  rose  in  flocks 
to  declare  that  fid.  on  a  barrel  of  brer  would  be  ruinous  to  barley — that  it 
would  be  almost  a  tax  of  28.  a  quarter.  ...  I  was  overwhelmed  with 
the  wrath  of  the  ruined  agricultural  interest,  which,  I  was  told,  would  be 
destroyed,  especially  in  the  eastern  counties.  I  should  like  to  know  now  at 
what  exact  figure  hon.  gentlemen  put  the  shiUiug  on  a  barrel  of  beer  con- 
verted into  a  tax  upon  barley  in  the  form  of  malt  ?  It  ought,  according  to 
the  traditions  of  that  time,  to  represent  a  tax  of  4s.  on  a  quarter  of  barley. 
But  a  Uoionist  Government  is  now  in  power,  and  they  have  become  more 

r.tient,  and  the  ruined  agricultural  interest  is,  at  all  events,  silent  to-night, 
should  be  very  glad  to  know-  and  I  am  speaking  very  seriously  now — 
that  the  agricultural  interest  is  in  a  less  disastrous  condition  than  it  was  in 
1894.  (Captain  Fretyman :  Very  little.)  Then  what  is  goine  to  happen  to 
the  barley  ?  I  will  put  it,  then,  that  the  more  cheerful,  the  moderately 
cheerful,  condition  of  the  agricultural  interest  on  the  subject  of  the  beer 
duties  is  extremely  satisfactory.  It  is  one  of  the  advantages  of  the  change 
of  parties  in  this  country — and  we  hear  a  great  deal  about  party  government 
now — that  you  shunt  a  great  deal  of  nonsense.  The  Protectionist  party, 
that  has  gope,  the  party  of  a  tax  on  malt,  that  has  gone  now,  and  there  are 
many  other  fallacies  of  different  kinds  that  were  got  rid  of  in  this  manner. 
And,  no  doubt,  it  is  very  satisfactory  that  we  do  not  hear  to-night  the  sort 
of  arguments  against  the  beer  duty  that  we  have  heard  on  previous 
occasions.  There  is  no  form  of  taxation  that  is  satisfactory  to  gentlemen 
opposite.  The  death  duties  were  anathema  ;  the  beer  duty  was  destructive 
of  the  agricultural  interest,  and  the  spirit  duty— well,  that  was  worse  than 
all.  But  now,  when  similar  conditions  arise  u*  those  of  1894,  and  there  is  a 
call  made  for  money  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  the  Unionist  party  have 
dispelled  their  prejudices  and  they  are  willing  to  accede  to  that  which  they 
rejected  before." 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  is  only  too  glad  to  profit  by  Sir  William 
Harcourt's  "  blunders,"  as  Lord  Salisbury  called  the  proposals  of  1894. 
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The  subject  of  Old  Age  Pensions  came  up 
Old  Age  Pensions,  for  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
March  7th — much  to  the  embarrassment  and 
even  annoyance  of  the  Government.     Sir  Fortescue  Flannery — the 
Toiy  member  for  Shipley — brought  in  an  Old  Age  Pension  Bill,  and 
in  moving  it  said  : — 

The  promises  of  social  amehoration  as  a  programme  had  very  much 
indeed  to  do  with  the  return  of  the  Unionist  party  in  1896  and  the  great 
majority  of  the  promises  by  which  that  victory  was  gained  had  been  fulfilled. 
No  Utm  if*  the  programme  had  received  more  attention  than  the  proposed  for 
dd-age  petisiotis.  In  his  view  it  was  as  much  the  duty  of  the  community  to 
succour  the  helpless  as  to  punish  the  idle  and  evildoing,  distinguishing 
between  vicious  idleness  on  the  one  hand  and  deserving  helplessness  on  the 
other." 

[The  present  Bill  is  practically  identical  with  that  brought  in  last 
year  and  summarised  in  the  Liberal  Magazine  for  1899  at  page  180.] 
Mr.  Cripps  opposed  the  Bill,  whilst  Sir  Walter  Foster  in  discussing  it 
aaid: — 

It  was  a  happy  accident  that  the  Bill  had  been  brought  forward  ;  it  was 
an  opportunity  for  eliciting  opinions  from  the  Crovemment  bench  and  from 
the  House.  Looking  back  on  the  question,  and  recalling  the  words  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  that  the  time  is  not  opportune  for  such  expenditure,  he 
could  not  out  regret  that  during  the  years  when  the  revenue  showed  sub- 
stantial surplus  the  report  of  the  committee  received  no  consideration.  Over 
a  sehee  of  years  the  annual  surplus  had  beeu  from  three  and  a-half  to  five 
and  a-half  millions,  and,  according  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the 
amount  required  for  old-age  pensions  for  people  over  sixty-five  years  of 
age  woidd  be  ten  millions,  and  making  the  age  seventy  about  £5,900,000. 
Here  had  been  opportunity  neglected  to  the  discredit  of  the  Government. 
The  surplus  of  the  year  could  not  have  been  spent  in  a  manner  more  likely 
to  do  good  than  in  giving  pensions  of  6s.  a  week  under  certain  conditions  to 
deserving  poor.  But  an  unequaUed  opportunity  had  been  neglected,  and 
now  social  questions  must  be  put  aside  because  of  the  strain  of  the  war. 
During  our  years  of  prosperity  a  beginning  might  have  been  made  with  the 
age  of  seventy,  and  from  that  we  coidd  nave  judged  how  much  would  be 
saved  from  Poor  Law  administration.  The  saving  would,  he  believed,  be  a 
progressive  amount,  because  people  would  be  encouraged  to  avoid  Poor  Law 
reUef  by  the  prospect  of  a  pension." 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  admitted  the  "  accidt^ntal "  nature  of  the  discussion, 
but  pleaded  that  it  could  ** scarcely  be  called  a  happy  accident" : — 

"It  could  scarcely  be  called  a  happy  accident  that  brought  this  Bill  under 
discussion  for  an  hour  and  a-half,  dealing  as  it  did  with  a  subject  that  had 
oocQpied  the  consideration  of  Royal  Commissions  and  cofumittees  without  a 
rery  successful  result.  An  accident  it  was,  but  the  House  would  agree  the 
time  was  not  auspicious  for  legislation  involving  large  expenditure  of  public 
money,  and  would  not  expect  that  such  a  question  should  be  settled  in  an 
boar  and  a-half  on  a  Wednesday  afternoon." 

A  little  later  Mr.  Chaplin  (who  had  been  receiving  a  deputation  on 
the  subject  of  Local  Rates  on  Medical  Hospitals)  arrived,  and  said  :  — 
Those  who  signed  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  which  dealt  with 
the  question  last  Session  did  so  subject  to  one  condition— that  there  should 
be  a  further  examination  of  the  question  with  regard  to  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
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posal.  That  examination  had  been  made,  and,  as  the  House  had  been 
informed,  the  cost  was  estimated  to  be  (for  the  scheme  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee) a  sum  of  ten  millions  a  year  at  the  present  time,  and  15  millions  a 
year  20  years  hence.  He  recognised,  as  regarded  the  Government,  that  this 
was  a  matter  of  the  gravest  consideration." 

Which  will  hardly  help  those  who  voted  Tory  because  they  were  told 
that  the  Tories  meant  to  give  Old  Age  Pensions  and  were  in  a  position 
to  do  80.  Finally  the  Bill  was  talked  out  by  Mr.  Banbury — who  is 
usually  ready  to  oblige  his  party  in  this  way. 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


(A71  asterisk  denotes  that  the  Bill  is  a  Government  Measure.) 

♦Factories  and  Workshops. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley  and  Mr.  Jesse  CoUings,  and 
read  a  first  time  on  March  2nd. 

This  Bill  is  an  exceedingly  complicated  and  detailed  one.  We  are 
indebted  to  a  Fabian  Society  memorandum  for  the  following  notes  on 
its  provisions  : — 

Dangerous  Trades. — It  is  proposed  (Clauses  1  to  11)  to  repeal  the 
whole  of  th«  existing  law  with  regard  to  Special  Rules  for  Dangerous 
Trades,  new  Clauses  with  slightly  different  wording  being  substituted 
This  new  wording  appears  to  be  on  the  whole  an  improvement.  But 
two  cases  of  danger  prorided  for  by  the  existing  law  (Section  8  of  1891 
Act)  are  omitted,  viz.  : 

Where  the  provision  for  the  admission  of  fresh  air  is  not 
sufficient. 

Where  the  quantity  of  dust  generated  or  inhaled  in  any  factory 
or  workshop  is  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health. 
Moreover,  the  existing  law  enables  special  rules  to  be  made  if  a 
machine  is  dangerous  to  "  life  or  limb."    The  new  Clause  alters  this  to 
''lite  and  limb." 

Ttvo  Shifts. — Clause  17  permits  the  Secretary  of  State  to  modify, 
with  respect  to  any  class  of  factories  or  workshops,  the  provisions  of 
the  Factory  Acts  relating  to  the  period  of  employment  and  to  meal 
hours  in  such  manner  as  to  allow  young  persons  and  women  to  be 
employed  on  the  two-shift  system,  that  is  to  say,  in  two  shifts,  working 
not  more  than  eight  hours  a  day  each.  Every  such  order  is  to  provide 
for  the  annual  registration  of  all  factories  and  workshops  in  which 
young  persons  and  women  are  employed  on  the  two-shift  system,  and 
shall  give  eflTect  to  the  following  conditions : — 
(o)  That  no  child  be  employed  ;  and 

(6)  that  no  young  person  or  woman  be  employed  between  the 
hours  of  ten  in  the  afternoon  and  six  in  the  forenoon  ;  and 

(c)  that  no  young  person  or  woman  be  employed  for  more  than 
four  hours  without  an  interval  of  at  least  half  an  hour. 
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Overtime. — Clause  18  proposes  to  increase  the  amount  of  legal 
overtime  by  one-fifth.  Tnder  the  present  law,  the  maxunum  number 
of  days  on  which  overtime  may  be  worked  is  thirty  every  twelve 
months.  The  new  Clause  proposes  to  make  it  thirty  every  ten  months. 
Under  the  existing  law,  the  total  days  of  overtime  permitted  in  ten 
years  is  three  hundred  ;  under  the  proposed  Clause  it  would  be  three 
hundred  and  sixty. 

Laundries. — Clause  21  proposes  to  substitute  for  the  existing  law 
relating  to  laundries  (which  is  to  be  repealed)  an  Order  by  the  Home 
Secretary,  which  may  apply  to  them  such  provisions  of  the  Acts,  and 
with  such  modification,  as  he  thinks  fit.  This  is  an  extreme  instance 
of  substituting  a  Minister  for  Parliament  in  the  making  of  laws. 
Certain  provisoes  are  specified,  but  these  relate  to  only  a  few  points ; 
and  they  leave  various  important  existing  protections  absolutely  at  the 
Home  Secretary's  mercy. 

Thus,  nothing  is  provided  with  regard  to  hours  except  that  the 
Order  "shall  cUlow  a  weekly  total  of  thirty  hours  for  children  and 
sixty  hours  for  young  persons  and  women."  The  present  law,  ineffec- 
tive as  it  is,  is  far  more  stringent.  It  requires,  besides  a  weekly 
maximum : 

(1)  a  daily  maximum  of  ten  hours  for  children,  twelve  hours  for 
youDg  persons,  and  fourteen  hours  for  women ; 

(2)  half  an  hour's  interval  for  a  meal,  after  five  hours'  work  ; 

(3)  holidays  the  same  as  those  allowed  to  factories  and  workshops  ; 

(4)  the  specifying,  by  notice  publicly  displayed,  the  periods  of 
employment  and  meal-hours ; 

(5)  the  limitation  of  overtime  to  two  hours  in  excess  of  twelve  on 
any  one  day ;  not  oftener  than  three  days  in  any  one  week  ;  and  not 
more  than  thirty  days  in  any  one  year ; 

(6)  the  giving  notice  of  overtime  to  the  Inspector,  and  its  formal 
registration  and  publication  by  notice  affixed. 

All  these  Sections  are  to  be  repealed,  and  there  is  to  be  no  obligation 
on  the  Home  Secretary  to  include  their  provisions,  or  any  better 
provisions,  in  his  Order. 

But  the  existing  law  goes  further.  It  prohibits  in  laundries,  as  in 
factories,  the  employment  of  women  within  four  weeks  of  childbirth. 
This  is  to  be  repealed.  It  prohibits  the  employment  of  children  under 
eleven  years  of  age.  Although  the  age  is  raised  to  twelve,  for  factories 
or  Tvorkshops,  there  is  no  provision  for  laundries.  The  child-labour 
Clause  is  simply  repealed  altogether,  leaving  employment  in  laundries 
of  children  of  any  age  unrestricted  (except  by  the  Education  Act  as 
regards  school-hours  only). 

At  present  all  the  general  sanitary  provisions  of  the  Factory  Aets 
apply  to  laundries.  These  are  to  be  repealed.  All  the  general 
provisions  with  regard  to  safety  (including  fencing  machinery  and  fire 
escapes)  now  apply  to  laundries.  These  are  all  to  be  repealed.  The 
provisions  witli  regard  to  education  of  half-timers  now  apply  to 
laundries.  These  are  all  to  be  repealed.  In  place  of  all  these,  we  are  to 
have  just  such  an  Order  as  the  Home  Secretary  may  choose  to  draw  up. 
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Moreover,  under  the  existing  law,  certain  laundries  have  been, 
ever  since  1878,  subject  to  all  the  provisions  of  the  Factory  Acts, 
as  if  they  were  ordinary  factories  or  workshops.  These  are  the 
laundries  used  as  adjuncts  to  certain  industries,  such  as  shirt  and 
collar  making,  where  the  washing  and  "  getting  up  "  of  the  article  is 
really  a  part  of  the  manufacturing  process.  No  public  complaint  has 
ever  been  made  that  this  law  works  badly,  or  is  any  hardship  on 
anyone.  Now  it  is  proposed,  by  line  20  of  Clause  21,  to  repeal  all  the 
law  relating  to  such  laundries  incidental  to  another  business,''  and  to 
leave  them  absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  the  Home  Secretary. 

Bakehouses, — Clause  23  proposes  to  specify  certain  condi- 
tions under  which  an  underground  bakehouse  may  lawfully  be  used  ; 
and  there  are  no  words  limiting  this  position  to  old  bakehouses  only* 
But  by  the  Act  of  1895  (Section  27,  sub-section  3)  "  a  place  under- 
ground shall  not  be  used  as  a  bakehouse  unless  it  was  so  used  at  the 

commencement  of  this  Act."  A  second  point  is  that  the  Clause 
(sub-clause  2)  proposes  to  oust  the  Factory  Inspector  from  his  present 
power  to  insist  on  the  enforcement  of  the  Factory  Acts  in  all  bake- 
houses, as  regards  lime-washing,  painting  and  washing,  and  the  exis- 
tence of  sleeping  places  near  bakehouses,  these  duties  are  henceforth 
to  be  relegated  to  the  local  sanitary  authority. 

Particulars  Cf-ause. — Clause  27  proposes  to  enable  the  Home  Secretary 
to  "  modify  provisions  "  of  the  Particulars  Clause  in  any  way  he  thinks 
fit.  At  present,  the  Particulars  Clause,  as  apply  to  all  textile  factories, 
is  precisely  enacted  in  the  Act  of  1895  in  a  section  extending  over 
sixty-three  lines.  The  proposed  Clause  would  enable  the  Home 
Secretary  at  his  sole  discretion  to  repeal  any  part  of  this  law,  without 
public  enquiry  or  discussion,  and  without  even  laying  his  Order  before 
Parliament. 

Emergency  Process. — At  present  the  Home  Secretary  has  power  to 
allow  by  Order,  in  certain  industries  in  which  perishable  materials 
are  used  (such  as  fruit,  fish  and  milk),  women  and  young  persons  to 
be  employed  up  to  9  p.m.  for  a  maximum  of  sixty  days  in  the  year. 
Clause  23  repeals, 

(a)  The  limit  of  9  p.m. ;  and  thus  enables  an  Order  to  be  made 
allowing  women  and  young  persons  (as  young  as  fourteen)  to 
be  kept  at  work  late  into  the  night ;  or  even  all  night ; 
(6)  The  limit  of  five  days  in  a  week  and  sixty  days  in  a  year ; 
and  thus  allows  an  order  to  be  made  making  the  abnormal 
hours  permanent ; 
(c)  The  provision  that  there  must  be  two  hours  for  meals  in  the 
days,  of  which  half-an-hour  must  be  after  5  p.m. 
Moreover,  it  specially  enacts,  /or  the  first  time  in  tJie  history  of factory 
legislation,  that  employment  may  be  allowed  on  Sundays  and  holidays. 

Crown  Exemptions. — Clause  34  proposes  to  extend  the  present 
power  of  allowing  exemption  from  all  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  in 
public  emergency  for  Government  factories  and  workshops,  to  *'any 
factory  or  workshop  in  respect  of  work  which  is  being  done  on  behaft 
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of  the  Crown.''  The  exemption  is  not  even  to  be  given  by  published 
Order,  bat  by  a  private  decision  of  the  Home  Secretary. 

Bxemptions  and  Restrictions. — Clause  36  proposes  to  repeal  the 
schedules  imposing  special  restrictions  on,  and  granting  special 
exemptions  to,  certain  specified  classes  of  factories  and  workshops ;  and 
to  enable  the  Home  Secretary  to  extend  these  exemptions  and  restric- 
tions to  any  classes  of  factories  and  workshops  that  he  chooses.  At 
present,  for  instance,  special  overtime  is  allowed  to  a  few  trades.  The 
proposed  Glaose  would  enable  the  Home  Secretary  to  allow  it  to  any 
trade.  It  is,  for  instance,  absolutely  forbidden  to  textile  factories  (a 
point  reached  after  sixty  years'  experience  of  special  exemptions). 
This  Clause  would  enable  the  Home  Secretary  to  introduce  it  in 
textile  factories.  Night-work  of  boys  may  be  allowed  to  a  certain 
few  trades.  The  proposed  Clause  would  enable  the  Home  Secretary  to 
introduce  it  anywhere.  Similarly,  as  to  exemption  from  the  regulation 
as  to  meal  hour. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  in  London, — Clause  41  proposes  to  repeal, 
at  regards  London  only,  the  Factory  Act  provisions  requiring  sanitary 
conveniences  sufficient  in  number  and  separate  for  each  sex.  This 
was  specifically  enacted  for  the  whole  country,  including  London,  as 
recently  as  1895.  The  only  ground  for  the  proposed  repeal  appears  to 
be  that  similar  provisions  are  contained  in  the  Public  Health  (Metro- 
polis) Act  of  1891.  Bat  the  latter  Act  is  enforced  by  the  Vestries 
and  District  Boards,  and  cannot  be  used  by  the  Factory  Inspectoi-s. 
The  efiect  of  the  proposed  Clause  would  therefore  be  to  oust  the 
Factory  Inspectors  from  their  present  powers. 

Definitions. — Clause  42,  sub-clause  2,  by  proposing  to  alter  the 
definition  of  "  non-textile  factory  "  and  "  workshop  "  which  has  been 
law  for  twenty-two  years,  would  in  some  respects  narrow  the  present  scope 
of  the  Acts,  and  deprive  many  workers  of  the  protection  which  they 
have  enjoyed  without  complaint.  It  is  proposed  to  include  in  the 
manufacturing  process  the  cleaning  of  any  article  otherwise  than  in  a 
laundry"  The  latter  words  would  exclude  the  laundries  attached  to 
soch  manufactories  as  shirt  and  collar  works,  where  the  washing  and 
''getting  up"  of  the  article  is  part  of  the  manufacturing  process. 
Such  laundries  have  been  for  twenty- two  years  treated  by  the  law 
as  factories  or  workshops  respectively.  Now  it  is  proposed  that  they 
should  be  exempt  from  the  law,  and  subjected  only  to  the  laxer 
provisions  which  the  Home  Secretary  may  apply  to  ordinary  retail 
laundries  for  washing  clothes. 

^Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Sbbvicb). 

A  Bill  to  remove  Electoral  Disabilities  which  may  arise  in  the  case 
of  Members  of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  and  Yeomanry  Forces,  and  in  the 
case  of  Volunteers  by  reason  of  absence  on  the  Military  Service  of  the 
Crown,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  Sir  R. 
Webster,  and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  read  a  first  time  on  March  1st, 
s  second  on  March  8th,  and  referred  to  the  Standing  Committee  on  Law. 


Digitized  by 


140 


THR  LIBRRAL  MAGAZIMIC. 


[April.  1900. 


The  Bill,  as  now  amended  in  Committee,  provides  that  a  person  is 
not  to  be  disqualified  for  being  registered  or  voting  either  as  a  parlia- 
mentary or  as  a  local  government  elector  in  respect  of  a  qualification 
for  which  any  residence  or  inhabitancy  is  required  by  reason  only  that 
during  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  qualifying  period  he  has  as  a 
member  of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or  Volunteer  Forces,  or 
otherwise  as  a  volunteer,  been  absent  on  actual  military  service  on 
behalf  of  the  Crown,  whether  beyond  the  seas  or  not.  In  the  case 
of  a  person  entitled  to  claim  the  lodger  franchise  being  so  absent  his 
claim  may  be  signed  on  his  behalf  by  his  landlord. 

Provided  also  that  such  person  is  not  to  be  disqualified  by  reason 
of  his  wife  or  children  having  received  poor  relief  during  his  absence 
on  such  military  service. 

The  expression  "  a  volunteer  "  includes  any  person  who  is  enlisted 
for  temporary  service  only  in  connection  with  any  war  as  a  member  of 
the  regular  forces. 

The  Act  is  to  apply  only  to  absence  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present  war  in  South  Africa 

♦Dogs  Regulation. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Dogs,  prepared  and  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Long,  the  Attorney-General,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and  the 
Attorney-General  for  Ireland  and  read  a  first  time  on  March  1 5th. 

If  in  any  area  to  which  this  section  applies  or  is  extended  a  dog  is 
found  in  a  highway  or  place  of  public  resort  not  wearing  a  collar, 
inscribed  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  owner  of  the  dog,  the 
owner  and  any  person  in  charge  of  the  dog  are  severally  to  be  liable  on 
conviction  under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts  to  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing one  pound,  and  the  dog,  if  not  in  charge  of  any  person,  may  be 
seized  and  dealt  with  as  a  stray  dog. 
The  section  is  only  to  apply  within — 
(a)  the  administrative  county  of  London  and  boroughs  and  urban 

districts  in  England  and  Wales  ;  and 
(6)  burghs  as  defined  by  the  Burgh  Police  {Scotland)  Act,  1892  ; 
and 

(c)  urban  districts  in  Ireland, 

A  county  council  may  by  order  extend  the  provisions  of  this  section 
to  any  other  part  of  their  county,  and  may  revoke  or  alter  any  order 
so  made.  This  section  is  not  to  apply  to  packs  of  hounds,  or  to  any 
dog  whilst  being  used  for  sporting  purposes  or  for  the  capture  or 
destruction  of  vermin 

Where  a  police  officer  has  reason  to  believe  that  any  dog  found  in 
a  highway  or  place  of  public  resort  is  a  stray  dog,  he  is  to  be  able  to 
seize  the  dog  and  Hetain  it  until  the  owner  has  claimed  it  and  paid  all 
expenses  incurred  by  reason  of  its  detention.  Where  any  dog  so 
seized  wears  a  collar  having  inscribed  thereon  or  attached  thereto  the 
address  of  any  person  or  the  owner  of  the  dog  is  known,  a  notice  is  to 
be  sent  to  the  owner  stating  that  the  dog  has  been  seized.    It  will  be 
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liable  to  be  sold  or  destroyed  if  not  claimed  within  three  clear  days 
after  the  service  of  the  notice.  In  the  meantime  the  dog  is  to  be 
properly  fed  and  maintained. 

The  dog  owner  is  to  be  liable  for  any  damage  done  to  cattle, 
hones,  mules,  asses,  sheep,  goats,  and  swine  by  his  dog  ;  and  the  person 
seekii^  such  damage  need  not  prove  previous  mischievous  propensity 
in  the  dog,  or  show  that  the  damage  was  due  to  the  dog  owner's 
neglect  If  damage  does  not  exceed  X5  it  is  to  be  recoverable  sum- 
marily as  a  civil  debt. 

Local  authorities  are  empowered  to  make  by-laws  to  prevent 
sheep-worrying. 

So  much  of  section  eighteen  of  the  Metropolitan  Streets  Acts, 
1867,  as  relates  to  muzzling  notices  issued  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  and  section  three  of  the  Dogs  Act,  1871  (which  relates  to 
restrictions  by  local  authorities  if  danger  from  mad  dogs  is  appre- 
hended) is  to  be  repealed. 

MlDWIYBS. 

A  Bill  to  secure  the  better  training  of  Midwives  and  to  regulate 
their  practice,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Tatton  Egerton  (C), 
Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  (C),  Mr.  Schwann  (L),  Mr.  Hazell  (L),  Mr. 
Heywood  Johnstone  (C),  Mr.  Bonsor  (C),  Mr.  Flower  (C),  and  Mr. 
Tennant  (L),  road  a  first  time  on  February  2nd,  and  a  second  on 
March  9th. 

The  BUI  is  to  provide  for  the  certification  of  midwives.  The  Act 
is  to  come  into  force  on  April  1st,  1901,  and  any  woman  who,  within 
hoo  years  from  that  date,  claims  to  be  certified  is  to  get  a  certificate 
provided  she  holds  a  certificate  in  midwifery  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  Ireland,  or  from  the  Obstetrical  Society  of  London,  or 
such  other  certificate  as  may  be  approved  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board,  or  produces  evidence,  satisfactory  to  the  Board,  that  at  the 
pamng  of  this  Act,  she  has  been  in  honk  fide  practice  as  a  midwife, 
and  that  she  bears  a  good  character. 

The  General  Medical  Council  is  to  form  a  Central  Midwives' 
Council.  The  Council  will  have  to  settle  the  conditions  as  to  exami- 
nation, character,  etc.,  for  the  certification  of  midwives,  and  to  super- 
intend the  Register  of  Midwives. 

Tlie  local  suspension  of  midwives  is  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
County  Councils.  The  midwife,  for  a  shilling  a  year,  is  to  get  a  licence 
horn  the  Council,  the  licence  to  be  granted  if  her  name  is  on  the  roll 
of  midwives. 

A  **  midwife  "  is  detined  to  be  "  a  woman  who  undertakes  for  gain, 
in  accordance  with  tlie  provisions  of  this  Act,  to  attend  women  in 
childbirth." 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire). 

A  Bill  to  extend  to  and  include  Monmouthshire  in  the  Sunday 
Cloong  (Wales)  Act,  1881,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Spicer  (L), 
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Sir  WiUiam  Harcourb  (L),  Mr.  McKenna  (L),  Mr.  Lloyd  George  (L), 
and  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts  (L),  read  a  first  time  on  February  2nd,  and 
a  second  on  March  14th. 

The  Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act,  1881,  is  to  be  extended  to  and 
include  Monmouthshire. 


London  Borough  Councils  (Women's  Disabilities  Removal). 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  London  Government  Act,  1899,  in  respect  of 
the  eligibility  of  Women  as  Councillors  and  Aldermen,  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Lough  (L),  Mr.  Courtney  (L  U),  Mr.  Birrell  (L), 
Mr.  John  Bums  (L),  Mr.  William  Johnston  (C),  Sir  Albert  RolUt  (C), 
Mr.  Yoxall  (L),  and  Mr.  William  Jones  (L),  and  read  a  first  time  on 
February  2nd. 

In  sub-section  one  of  section  two  of  the  London  Government  Act, 
1899,  the  words  "  Provided  that  no  woman  shall  be  eligible  for  any 
such  office  "  are  to  be  repealed,  and  instead  thereof  the  following  words 
are  to  be  inserted : — "  Provided  that  no  woman  shall  be  disqualified  by 
sex  or  marriage  from  being  elected  to  or  from  serving  on  any  such 
council  as  alderman  or  councillor." 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Rural  Districts). 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890, 
so  as  to  facilitate  the  Provision  of  Cottages  by  Rural  District  Councils, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  Walter  Foster  (L),  Mr.  Channing  (L), 
Mr.  Stevenson  (L),  Mr.  Price  (L),  Mr.  Broadhurst  (L),  Mr.  Billson(L), 
Mr.  Frederick  Wilson  (L),  and  Mr.  Soames  (L),  and  read  a  first  time 
on^February  9th. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  amend  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890,  as  regards  rural  districts  only,  in  the  following 
manner : — 

(a)  To  place  a  rural  authority  on  the  same  footing  as  an  urban 
one  with  regard  to  the  adoption  of  the  Act,  and  also  (as  in 
the  case  of  an  urbcm  authority)  to  make  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Boards  instead  of  the  county  council,  the  sanctioning 
authority  in  many  matters.  These  alterations  are  effected 
by  various  omissions  and  substitutions  in  the  principal  Act 

(6)  To  simplify  the  power  of  purchase  of  land,  by  giving  to  the 
rural  district  council  the  same  power  of  purchase  for  cottages 
that  a  parish  council  already  possess,  under  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  1894,  for  those  purposes  for  which  a  parish 
council  is  empowered  to  buy  land,  subject,  however,  to  this 
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difierence,  that  the  preliminary  inquiry  shall  be  conducted  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  instead  of  by  the  county  council. 
Also  the  Bill  gives  power  to  hire  land  compulsorily. 

(c)  The  Bill  provides  that  the  size  of  a  cottage  plot  may  be  one 
acre  (as  in  Ireland  under  the  Labourers  Acts)  instead  of  being 
limited  to  half  an  acre ;  also  that  the  local  authority  may 
usually  borrow,  for  fifty  years,  for  providing  cottages.  Power 
to  complain  of  lack  of  cottages  is  given  to  parish  councils,  the 
medical  officer  of  health,  or  four  neighbouring  householders. 
"When  land  is  provided,  cottages  may  be  erected  by,  and 
placed  under  the  management  of,  a  parochial  committee  if 
the  rural  authority  so  determine.  It  is  necessary  to  explain 
that,  both  in  the  principal  Act  and  this  Act,  the  phrase 
lodging  houses  for  the  working  classes,"  includes  houses  or 
cottages  (53  and  54  Vict.,  c.  70,  s.  53  (1)). 


A  Bill  to  amend  the  Petroleum  Act,  1879,  prepared  and  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Ure  (L),  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease  (L),  Sir  Thomas  Gibson-Carmichael 
(L),  Colonel  Denny  (C),  Mr.  Compton  Rickett  (L),  Mr.  Cross  (L  U), 
Mr.  Reckitt  (L),  Mr.  M*Killop  (C),  Mr.  Tully  (Nj,  Mr.  John  Burns  (L), 
and  Mr.  Trevclyan  (L),  and  read  a  first  time  on  March  15th. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  give  legislative  effect  to  the  intentions 
of  Parliament  as  expressed  in  the  Petroleum  Act,  1^71.  That  Act 
placed  legislative  restrictions  on  the  sale,  keeping,  and  carriage  of 
petroleum  with  a  flash  point  under  100  degrees  Fahrenheit.  The  flash 
point  of  petroleum  is  the  lowest  temperature  at  which  it  begins  to  give 
off  inflammable  vapours.  The  Act  of  1871  prescribed  a  test,  known  as 
the  open  test,  by  which  the  flash  point  was  to  be  determined.  That 
test  was,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  1871  Act,  found  to  be  fallacious. 
Unless  it  was  applied  with  extreme  care  and  scientific  accuracy  the 
(fpen  test  was  found  to  be  incon-ect  to  the  extent  of  approximately  27 
degrees.  In  other  words,  if  the  flash  point  of  any  particular  oil  was 
in  reality  73  degrees  Fahrenheit,  the  open  lest,  as  usually  applied, 
showed  its  flash  point  to  be  100  degrees.  To  correct  the  errors 
incident  to  the  use  of  the  open  testy  the  close  test  was  devised  by  Sir 
Frederick  AbeL  The  close  test  was  made  compulsory  and  the  open  test 
was  abolished  by  the  Act  of  1879.  But  by  that  Act  the  restrictive 
legislation  prescribed  by  the  Act  of  1871  with  regard  to  petroleum 
with  a  flash  point  under  100  degrees  Fahrenheit,  was  applied  to 
petroleum  with  a  flash  point  under  73  degrees  Fahrenheit.  All 
petroleum  with  a  flash  point  above  73  degrees  Fahrenheit  was  thus, 
contrary  to  the  1871  Act,  freed  from  legislative  restrictions.  The 
purpose  of  this  Bill  is  to  substitute  the  accurate  or  clone  test  for  the 
inaccurate  or  open  test  in  the  Act  of  1871,  and  to  restore  the  100 
degrees  flash  point  prescribed  by  that  Act. 
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POINTS    FROM  SPEECHES. 


Mr.  Bitchie. 


March  Ist,  190a 


**With  regard  to  the  Merchandise  Markn  Act,  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1897  rejected  a  Bill  containing  such  a  provision  as  the 
deputation  desired,  and  he  was  afraid  the  decision  of  the  House 
would  not  be  materially  diffr'rent  if  such  a  provision  were  again 
introduced.  There  were  objections  to  the  proposal.  Tliere  was  an 
international  agreement  in  1892,  and  one  of  its  articles  provided  for 
a  clear  indication  of  the  country  or  place  of  manufacture,  so  that 
any  departure  in  the  direction  indicated  would  be  contrary  to  that 
agreement.  He  himself  would  never  scruple  to  express  the  opinion 
that  this  was  not  an  Act  which  worked  to  the  interest  of  the  English 
manufacturer.  It  was  not  conducive  to  British  manufacturing 
interests  that  foreign  manufactures  should  be  stamped  with  the 
country  of  origin  so  as  to  let  everybody  through  whose  hands  they 
passed  know  by  whom  they  were  made  and  so  divert  orders.  '* 

From  the  Times,  March  2nd,  1900. 

This  is  sound  doctrine,  but  it  is  well  for  Mr.  Ritchie's  "  quiet-life  " 
that  Sir  Howard  Vincent  was  at  the  time  in  iSouth  Africa  inspecting 
the  British  camps  !   

Mr.  H.  Hobhouse,  M.P.  House  of  Commons,  March  9Ul,  1900. 

**If  this  was  the  way  in  which  the  Government  were  going  to 
protect  private  members'  rights,  private  members  would  soon  have 
no  rights  to  protect.  He  coula  assure  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
that  a  large  number  of  members,  even  on  that  Me  of  the  H<nue^ 
objected  strongly  to  the  threatened  extinction  of  all  private  mem- 
bers' rights."  j^^^      TixsB,  March  lOfh,  1900. 

This  is  a  neat  admission  that  the  natural  instinct  of  the  Tory 
member  is  not  to  conserve  the  right  of  the  private  member  to  initiate 
legislation. 


**They  should  not  forget  their  old  principles  of  Liberalism. 
They  had  believed,  and  did  believe,  in  the  old  principles  of  self- 
government  as  far  as  it  was  possible  to  carry  them.  They  disliked 
arbitrary  government,  and  looked  forward  to  the  time  coming 
before  very  long  when  every  part  of  the  self-governing  colonies 
might  be  locally  self-governing.  He  hoped  the  day  was  rapidly 
approaching  when  we  should  see  the  end  of  the  mutual  slaughter  of 
brave  men  in  South  Africa.  Dutchmen  and  Englishmen  had  to  live 
together  as  fellow-citizens,  and  therefore  when  peace  came  every 
man  who  said  anything  to  exacerbate  the  feelings  of  Englishmen 
against  Dutchmen  or  Dutchmen  against  Englishmen  would  be 
acting  in  a  way  which  was  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  whole 
Empire.    He  did  hope  we  should  remember  that  the  Dutch  were 


We  are  glad  Mr.  Elliot  has  still  Liberal  instincts,  but  there  is 
something  pathetic  in  this  appeal  to  the  Liberal  Unionist  Council  not 
to  forget  its  "old  principles  of  Liberalism." 


HozL  A.  B.  D.  EUiot,  M.P. 


March  27tlL,190a 


really  our  fellow-citizens. 


From  the  Times,  March  28th,  1900. 
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OHiftam  Sutdiffe  (Chairman  Bawtenstall,  March  7th,  1900. 

Boettndale  Conservative  SOOJ. 

He  was  thankful  that  at  the  first  opportunity  that  had  occurred 
since  the  re-organisation  of  the  party  they  had  shown  sufficient 
confidence  in  their  organisation  and  in  their  workers  to  come  before 
the  division  with  a  candidate.  Despite  the  result  of  the  by-election, 
he  was  confident  they  acted  with  wisdom  in  contesting  it.  The 
moflt  extraordinary  thing,  to  his  mind,  about  the  by-election  was 
the  practical  unanimity  of  the  Liberal  party." 

From  the  Mancubstsu  Guardian,  March  I2th,  1900. 

We  hope  and  believe  that  there  will  be  a  good  many  similar 
sorprises  in  store  for  Chairmen  of  Conservative  Three  Hundreds. 


ffir  Bdgux  Vincent,  M.P.  House  of  Commons,  March  19th,  1900. 

"How  long  was  the  war  taxation  to  be  kept  up?  He  felt 
strongly  that  it  was  the  duty  of  those  who  were  responsible  for  the 
finance  of  the  country  to  maintain  either  the  whole  or  at  any  rate  a 
part  of  the  war  taxation  until  such  time  as  the  indebtedness  of  this 
country  had  returned  to  the  point  at  which  it  stood  at  the  beginning 
of  the  war  in  October,  1899.  The  prosperity  of  the  country  was 
such  that  we  could  stand  the  sacrifice,  and  that  policy  would  do 
more  to  enhance  and  strengthen  the  reputation  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  than  any  other  measure  they  might  take.  The  world 
would  then  see,  from  our  action  in  this  colonial  war,  the  spirit  with 
which  we  should  meet  a  crraver  crisis  if  we  should  be  involved  in 
one.  He  did  not  ask  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  give  any 
pledge  to  that  efiect.  but  be  trusted  he  would  not  give  any  pledge 
in  the  contrary  sense." 

From  the  Times,  March  mh,  1900. 

This  is  from  an  excellent  maiden  speech.  It  is  refreshing  to  find 
such  sound  doctrine  in  a  Tory. 


Mr.  Lloyd-Ctoorge,  M.P.  House  of  Commons,  March  15th,  1900. 

There  must  be  some  real  test  of  religious  membership,  such 
as  regular  attendance  at  a  place  of  worship,  in  order  to  secure  an 
honest  census.  In  prison  returns,  for  example,  the  vast  majority 
of  those  in  prison  in  Wales  returned  themselves  as  Churchmen  ;  but 
as  a  rule  these  persons  had  no  religion  at  all.  In  fact,  the  residue 
of  the  population  would  always  label  themselves  as  being  attached 
to  the  religion  of  the  State.  The  same  thing  applied  to  workhouses 
and  lunatic  asylums.  Would  the  noble  lord  say  that  because  the 
returns  showed  a  large  proportion  of  Churchmen  that  the  majority 
dp  lunatics  were  Churchmen,  or  Churchmen  lunatics  ?  " 

From  the  Times,  Ma^ch  im,  1900. 

A  religious  census  in  England  would,  in  fact,  tell  us  very  little. 
Perhaps  the  most  ingenuous  suggestion  is  that  of  a  correspondent  in 
the  Times  who  want  the  Nonconformists  enutnerated  and  the  whole 
of  the  rest  of  the  population  counted  as  members  of  the  Church  of 
England ! 
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Mr.  Malcolm,  M.P.  House  of  Commons,  March  14th,  1900. 

**  He  was  no  enemy  of  the  brewers,  and  he  did  not  suppose  he 
should  ever  support  a  Veto  Bill.  But  they  approved,  in  1896,  of 
the  appointment  of  the  Royal  Commission  to  discuss  what  should 
be  done  upon  this  important  question  of  the  licensing  law.  Those 
gentlemen  differed  to  a  considerable  extent  on  many  subjects,  but 
there  were  one  or  two  subjects  they  did  agree  upon.  The  object 
aimed  at  by  this  {Sunday  Closing,  Mo^imotUhshire)  Bill  was  one  of 
those  subjects,  and  yet  they  were  asked  to  nullify  all  the  labours  of 
the  Commission  in  respect  of  a  matter  upon  which  they  did  agree 
by  rejecting  the  Bill.  They  ought,  surely,  to  accept  with  the 
greatest  respect  the  recommendation  of  this  R(»yal  Commission 
which  they  had  appointed,  or  abolish  such  useless  and  expensiire 
institutions  altogether.'' 

From  the  Times,  March  16th,  1900. 

A  very  pertinent  piece  of  criticism — except  that  Mr.  Malcolm 
hardly  recognises  how  useful  a  Royal  Commission  may  be  to  shelve  a 
very  awkward  and  stormy  question. 


POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


From  the  Pall  Mall  (Gazette,  March  20th,  1900. 

•*  What  we  have  to  consider  is  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  the  loan 
has  been  issued  on  the  best  terms  which  the  State  could  have  got. 
There  can  really  be  only  one  answer  to  this  question.  Sir  Michael 
Hicks- Beach  himself  has  admitted  his  error,  though  with  a  bad 
grace.  His  condemnation  lay  in  the  fact  that  even  before  the  issue 
price  was  known  the  loan  was  quoted  at  a  premium  on  the  Stock 
Exchange  ;  and  this  premium  has  been  fairly  steady  at  or  about  2 
per  cent,  ever  since  his  terms  were  announced.  Obviously,  there- 
fore, the  price  was  fixed  about  2  per  cent,  too  low.  .  .  .  How- 
bad  a  bargain  Sir  Michael  has  really  made  for  us  on  this  occasion, 
compared  with  what  might  have  been  done  by  an  issue  of  Consols, 
may  be  realised  by  the  following  calculations  : — In  the  first  place, 
the  2  per  cent,  premium  shows  that  we  are  getting  £600,000  too 
little  in  our  capital.  That  is  a  nice  loss  to  begin  with — the  pnoe  of 
a  cruiser.  Then  there  is  the  extra  expense  of  the  interest.  Khakis 
will  cost  us — for,  pending  further  engagements,  we  must  be  con- 
sidered for  the  present  to  be  responsible  for  this  addition  to  our 
Debt — £8,250,000  in  interest  during  the  ten  years.  Consols  of  the 
amount  which  would  now  realise  30  millions  (£29,850,746)  would  on 
the  other  hand  only  require  £7,686,637  in  the  same  period.  That 
means  another  loss  of  d£563,363.  And  finally,  while  Khakis  are 
only  redeemable  at  par  in  1910  it  may  be  reasonably  calculated 
that  Consols  then  will  be  purchasable  (say)  at  99.  If  so,  we  lose 
another  £300,000 :  and  our  total  loss  on  the  transaction,  through 
Sir  MichaeFs  generosity  to  the  investors,  amounts  to  £1,463,3&. 
This  is  a  pretty  penny  for  our  new  bargain  to  cost  us." 

From  an  oHide  by  Mr  Hugh  Chisholm. 

As  Sir  William  Harcourt  said,  the  loan  ought  to  have  been  issued 
at  par.    The  money  would  certainly  have  been  subscribed. 
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Frtm  the  Fall  Mall  Gazette,  March  22fid,  1900. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  amending  of  the  (Compensation)  Act 
of  1897  is  of  even  more  importance  than  its  extension  to  include 
other  industries  than  those  to  which  it  refers.  The  Act  has  given 
rise  to  an  enormous  amount  of  litigation.  On  this  point  the 
opponents  of  the  Act  are  justified.'* 

The  original  promise  (it  will  be  remembered)  was  compensation 
withotU  litigation. 


Frtm  the  Times,  March  29^A  1900. 

''At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Cardiff  Conservative  Association 
last  night.  Councillor  H.  Cory  presiding,  the  position  of  Mr. 
Maclean,  M.P.,  was  considered.  The  secretary  stated  that  on  the 
21st  inst.  he  had  sent  a  letter  to  Mr.  Maclean  informing  him  that  a 
meeting  of  the  management  committee  of  the  association  had  been 
held  on  the  previous  Monday,  when  it  was  resolved  to  ask  the  hon. 
member  to  let  the  committee  know  definitely  whether  it  was  his 
intention  to  seek  re  election  at  the  next  general  election.  Failing 
an  answer,  Mr.  Morgan  explained  that  the  eommitte  would  assume 
that  he  would  not  stand  again.  Mr.  Maclean  replied  as  follows  : 
*  In  reply  to  your  letter  stating  that  the  management  committee  wish 
to  know  if  I  intend  to  seek  re-election  for  Cardiff  at  the  next  general 
election,  I  desire  to  say  that  the  question  is  one  to  which  1  have  not 
yet  turned  my  attention.  It  appears  to  me  that  in  a  matter  of  this 
kind  the  decision  rests  with  the  great  body  of  the  Conservative 
electors  of  Cardiff,  and  not  with  myself  or  any  committee.  The 
election  is  yet  far  off,  and  nobody  can  say  what  turn  political  events 
may  take  before  the  dissolution  of  Parliament.  I  decline,  there- 
fore to  enter  into  any  speculations  as  to  what  may  happen  at  the 
next  election.    '*  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evU  thereof."  *  '* 

We  hardly  wonder  that  one  irate  Tory  described  Mr.  Maclean  as 
'*one  of  the  greatest  political  profligates  who  ever  represented  a 
constituency." 


Goverament  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Reports  from  her  Majesty's  representatives 
UiOTERsmr  Education  abroad  on  the  provision  made  in  foreign 
or  Roman  Cathoucs.  countries  for  the  University  Education  of 
Roman  Catholics.  [Cd.  37. "|  Price  7Jd. 
Lord  Salisbury  wrote  to  her  Majesty's  representatives  in  Europe 
tod  America  asking  for  reports  on  "the  provision  made  for  the 
University  Education  of  Roman  Catholics,"  with  "special  reference 
to  the  constitution  of  the  Universities,  the  amount  of  their  endow- 
ments, and  the  sources  from  which  they  have  been  derived,  etc." 
The  fbllowing  is  a  short  summary  of  the  information  collected : — 

Argentine  Republic. — Two  Universities,  both  lay  in  character. 
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Neither  is  in  any  relation  witli  the  Episcopate,  nor  are  therein  either 
any  special  dispositions  affecting  the  education  of  Roman  Catholics. 

Austria-Hungary. — The  eight  AualHan  Universities  are  open  to  all 
irrespective  of  creed.  So  are  the  two  Hungarian.  No  University 
with  a  religious  character  exists  in  Hungary. 

Bavaria. — Originally  private  institutions  under  clerical  influence, 
the  three  Bavarian  Universities  gradually  became  secularised,  and 
are  now  completely  subject  to  the  authority  of  the  State.  They  are 
institutions  established  and  supported  by  the  State,  and  brought 
directly  under  the  supreme  control  of  the  Ministry  of  Public 
Instruction ;  nevertheless,  a  large  measure  of  independence  and  self- 
government  is  accorded  to  the  internal  regulations.  As  the  Universities 
are  opened  to  students  of  all  creeds,  the  Church  exercies  no  control 
whatever.  On  the  appointment  of  professors  of  theology,  the  Minister 
naturally  ascertains  the  wishes  of  the  clerical  authorities,  and  nominates 
the  candidates  accordingly.  The  Universities  of  Munich  and  of 
Wurzburir  have  endowments  for  Roman  Catholic,  that  of  Erlangen 
for  Protestant,  theology. 

Belgium. — Neither  the  State  Univei-sities  of  Ghent  and  Liege,  nor 
the  Free  University  of  Brussels  (which  at  the  present  moment  includes 
more  than  one  non-Catholic  among  its  professors)  have  any  denomina- 
tional or  sectarian  character.  As  to  the  relations  between  the  State 
Universities  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Episcopate,  the  Director-Gteneral 
of  Higher  Education  writes  that  no  such  relations  exist.  The  Free 
Catholic  University  of  Louvain,  however,  rests  on  an  entirely  different 
basis ;  it  is  denominational  but  receives  no  State  support  of  any  kind. 

Brazil. — No  Roman  Catholic  University  ;  in  the  Brazilian  Univer- 
sities no  religion  is  taught.    The  British  Minister  says  : — 

'*The  Papal  Charge  d'Affaires  informs  me  that  there  is  a  project  to  establish 
a  Roman  Catholic  University  in  Bahia,  and  that  that  State  would  be  ready 
to  assist  in  providing  it  with  some  revenue,  probably  by  conceding  some  part 
of  the  State  lotteries,  but  it  is  doubtful  if  the  project  will  ever  be  realisea." 

United  States  of  Colombia. — No  University  at  all  in  existence. 

Denmark. — No  special  institutions  or  regulations  exist  in  Denmark 
relative  to  Roman  Catholics ;  they  are  admitted  like  other  persons  and 
under  the  same  conditions  both  to  University  teaching,  to  the  examina- 
tions, and  to  academic  degree.  An  exception  is  made  in  regard  to 
examinations  in  theology. 

France. — The  Universities  have  been  entirely  "  laicised."  All 
Universities  are  entirely  unsectarian,  and  the  students  are  not  asked  at 
matriculation  to  what  religious  body  they  claim  to  belong.  No 
statistics,  therefore,  are  kept  which  would  show  the  proportion  of 
University  students  to  the  Catholic  population,  more  especially  as  in 
the  general  census  no  mention  is  made  of  religious  domination,  and  the 
proportion  of  Catholics  to  the  general  population  of  France  cannot  be 
accurately  ascertained.  Roman  Catholic  students  are  free  to  improve 
their  religious  knowledge  in  any  manner  they  please,  and  so  are  the 
members  of  all  other  sects.  No  relations  exist  between  the  Univer- 
sities proper  and  the  Episcopate,  but  a  few  "  Instituts  Catholiques  'r 
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nnd&r  clerical  patronage  and  supervision  were  founded  about  1872  and 
1873,  of  which  two  or  three  are  still  in  existence.  They  cannot, 
however,  confer  d^rees,  but  only  teach,  and  should  not  be  considered 
IS  Universities.  Tliose  at  Angers,  Lille,  and  Paris  have,  perhaps,  some 
three  hundred  students,  who  are,  of  course,  devout  Catholics. 

Greece,  —The  one  University  (Athens)  is  open  to  all  students  without 
distinction  of  creed. 

Jialy. — The  Universities  are  State  institutions  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ministry  of  Public  Education.  They  are  seventeen  in  number,  but 
of  these  a  few  are  incomplete  as  to  their  teaching  staff,  and  four  are 
called  Free  Universities  because  they  are  supported  by  the  provinces 
and  communes  interested,  or  by  private  endowments,  whereas  the 
others  are  dependent  on  the  State  for  their  maintenance.  Theology 
does  not  form  one  of  the  subjects  taught  in  the  Universities.  The  four 
facalties  in  which  a  degree  can  be  taken  are  philosophy,  law,  medicine, 
and  mathematics.  There  are  a  great  number  of  seminaries  for  the 
edacation  of  priests ;  these  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  bishops,  and  in  them  other  subjects  besides  theology  are 
taaght 

Mexico. — No  Universities  at  all  in  the  European  sense. 

Netherlands. — There  is  no  Roman  Catholic  University  in  the 
Netherlands.  The  four  Dutch  Universities  are  those  of  Leyden, 
Uirecbt,  Groningen,  and  Amsterdam.  The  three  first  are  maintained 
by  the  State,  and  the  last,  which  is  known  as  **  the  Free  University  of 
Amsterdam,"  is  at  the  sole  charge  of  the  municipality  of  that  city. 
They  are  open  to  students  of  all  creeds  and  persuasions,  and  no  objection 
is  made  by  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  to  persons  of  this  faith  attending 
the  same. 

Portugal. — No  such  provision  has^  ever  been  made  in  Portugal,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  the  whole  population  almost  exclusively  belongs 
to  the  Catholic  religion.  Any  Portuguese  subject,  irrespective  of  his 
religious  profession,  is  freely  admitted,  without  any  hindrance,  to 
pursue  his  University  education  like  all  his  fellow-citizens. 

Prussia. — No  special  arrangements  exist  in  Prussia  for  the 
University  education  of  Roman  Catholics  as  such,  except  in  regard  to 
the  study  of  Roman  Catholic  theology.  The  institutions  of  the 
Prussian  State,  in  which  academical  teaching  in  given,  admit  all 
students  who  are  otherwise  duly  qualified,  without  distinction  of  creed. 
Special  provision  is  made  for  the  teaching  of  Catholic  theology  in  the 
Univerbities  of  Bonn  and  Breslau,  in  the  Academy  at  Miinster,  and  in 
the  "  Lyceum  Hosianum  "  at  Braunsberg.  Tlie  Academy  at  Munster 
differs  from  the  Universities  in  possessing  two  faculties  only — one  of 
Catholic  theology  and  one  of  philosophy.  The  Lyceum  Hosianum 
is  exclusively  intended  for  the  education  of  Catholic  theologians. 
Protestant  theology  is  also  taught  at  the  Universities  of  Bonn  and 
Breslau. 

Roumania. — There  is  absolutely  no  difference  in  the  treatment 
Accorded  at  the  two  Roumanian  Universities  of  Bucharest  and  Jassy 
to  members  of  different  religious  beliefs.    There  are  no  special  endow- 
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ments  for  Roman  Catholic  students,  and  there  are  no  relations  whatev< 
between  the  Universities  and  the  Episcopate. 

RuBsia. — ^Ten  Universities.  No  special  provision  for  Roma 
Catholics,  but  out  of  14,817  students  1,803  are  Roman  Catholics. 

Serwia. — No  University  exists  in  Servia,  and,  as  regards  th 
national  High  schools,  the  same  educational  facilities  are  enjoyed  b 
Catholics  as  by  persons  belonging  to  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church,  c 
to  any  other  conmiunion. 

Spain,  — Although  there  exists  in  Spain  no  special  provision  for  th 
University  education  of  Roman  Catholics,  or  other  religious  denoni 
nations,  the  whole  system  being  entirely  secular,  still  there  are  meafl 
whereby  special  religious  education  may  be  secured  in  the  fi^rant  <J 
degrees  by  the  Universities.  It  appears  that  a  student  on  matricul^ 
tion  may  elect  to  be  classed  either  as  following  the  University  cours^ 
in  the  Institutes  or  as  a  free  student.  For  the  taking  of  a  degree  fa 
is  bound  to  furnish  certificates  of  having  passed  certain  intermediat 
examinations.  These  certificates  are  given  to  him  either  by  th 
Government  Institute  or  by  the  religious  establishment  at  which  h 
studies.  In  the  latter  case  a  delegation  from  the  University  of  thi 
district  is  associated  in  the  conduct' of  the  examinations  with  th< 
authorities  of  the  religious  establishment. 

Sweden — There  are  no  special  University  statutes  regardiD]{ 
Roman  CHtholics,  who  like  Jews,  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  others 
enjoy  the  same  rights  as  those  belonging  to  the  State  Church  « 
regards  instruction  in  all  the  University  courses  and  examinations 
As  regards  the  position  of  th«^  (Tniversity  to  the  State  Church,  th< 
Rector  says  that  there  is  nothing  to  remark,  except  that  the  Area 
bishop  is  the  ex-officio  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  of  Upsala,  u 
is  likewise  the  Bishop  of  Lund  at  that  University,  and  that  teachers 
in  theology  must  belong  to  the  State  Church.  The  Rector  of  the 
Lund  University  has  stated  that  no  special  provision  is  made  for  the 
education  of  Roman  Catholic  students,  there  are  no  donations  foi 
them,  and  that,  as  far  as  be  is  aware,  no  Roman  Catholic  has  been  at 
the  University  for  many  years. 

Switzerland. — In  the  Canton  of  Bale  Town,  Zurich,  Berne,  Gteneva, 
Fribourg,  and  Vand,  the  Universities  are  all  independent  of  any  religion. 

United  States, — Out  of  484  Universities  and  Colleges  existing  io 
the  United  States  in  1895-96,  sixty-one,  or  12-6  per  cent,  are  Roman 
Catholic  institutions.  These,  like  those  of  other  denominations,  are 
debarred  from  public  endowments,  either  from  the  Federal  or  State 
Governments  or  from  the  municipal  authorities  of  the  towns  where 
they  are  situated  ;  and  most  of  them,  except  those  most  recently 
founded,  appear  to  have  spent  any  donations  or  bequests  made  to  them 
in  the  purchase  of  their  grounds  or  the  construction  of  their  buildings, 
so  that  the  bulk  of  their  revenue  seems  to  be  derived  from  tuition  fees. 

Uruguay. — The  State  religion  of  Uruguay  is  Roman  Catholic,  but 
no  special  provision  is  made  for  the  University  education  of  Rowiafl 
Catholics.  University  education  is  open  to  persons  of  all  creeds 
indiscriminately,  and  religion  forms  no  parts  of  the  University  course. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Mb.  Chambkblaik  and  Lord  Bbacoksfibld. 


i\^.N. — The  incident  about  which  you  ask  occurred  in  1876.  On  June 
16th  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  reported  in  Uie  Birmingham  DaUy 
Gazette  as  having  said  on  the  previous  day  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Birmingham  School  Board  : — 

He  did  charge  deliberate  dishonesty  to  the  (Government,  at  the  head  of 
vhich  was  Mr.  Disraeli,  a  man  who  hardly  ever  told  the  truth  except  by 
locident,  a  man  who  went  down  to  the  House  of  Commons,  and  flung  at  the 
British  Parliament  the  first  lie  that  entered  his  head,  a  man  who  gave  three 
reafiODs  why  the  Endowed  Schools  Bill  was  withdrawn,  each  one  contradicting 
the  other,  a  man  who  came  down  and  told  the  House  of  Commons  that  the 
Queen's  Titles  Bill  was  introduced  to  secure  us  from  the  encroachments  of 
Russia— a  man  who  on  fifty  other  occasions  had  deliberately  played  with  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  exhibited  his  cynical  contempt  for  the  honour  of 
England/' 

It  should  be  added  that  three  days  later  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  the 
Birmingham  Daily  Post  sought  to  minimise  the  effect  of  his 
remarks  by  saying : — 

In  any  case,  however,  I  wish  to  state  my  regret  that  I  should  have  used 
expressions  which  conveyed  or  could  he  construed  into  an  imputation  on  the 
penonal  character  of  members  of  the  Government. 

**I  hope  it  may  be  accepted  as  an  extenuation  of  an  unwilling  offence 
that  I  have  been  greatly  overworked  lately,  and  that  I  was  speaking  without 
preparation,  under  considerable  mental  strain,  and  in  face  of  somewhat 


N.G.  (Leamington). — Mr.  Gladstone,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons as  Prime  Minister  on  October  23rd,  1884,  deprecated  the 
disturbance  of  public  meetings  convened  in  opposition  to  a  scheme 
of  Parliamentary  reform  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Cabinet 
of  which  Mr.  Gladstone  was  himself  the  head : — 
^*  For  my  part,  if  I  refer  to  this  subject,  I  must  refer  to  it  first  with  a 
strong  expression  of  my  extreme  admiration  of  the  general  conduct  of  the 
people  with  regard  to  the  whole  matter.    They  have  shown  the  greatest 
triumph  of  civilisation  in  the  capacity  of  the  masses  of  the  nation — some- 
^es  greater,  sometimes  smaller — to  meet  together  and  to  discuss  questions 
»f  the  deepest  interest  on  which  the  strongest  differences  prevailed,  and  yet 
Bhow  respect  for  every  difference  of  opinion,  and  above  all,  to  maintain 
abtolutely  the  laws  of  order.    I  will  not  do  what  I  might  be  tempted  to  do, 
u)d  will  not  express  my  regret  about  the  language  and  the  proceedings  that 
nngbt  have  been  connected  with  the  origin  of  these  infractions  of  order.  I 
vii  to  record  in  the  strongest  manner  my  disapproval — I  may  say  my  grave 
eondemnation — of  all  breaches  of  order  in  connection  with  this  question, 
even  under  circumstances  of  temptation  or  even  incitement.    The  line 
between  order  and  disorder  is  a  definite  line  ;  the  question  of  what  is  incite- 
ment and  what  is  |)rovucation  is  open  to  argument  and  dispute ;  but  the  line 
of  order  is  a  defimte  line,  and  the  maintenance  of  it  is  necessary  for  the 
boQour  of  the  people.   I  should  condemn  any  disorder  in  point  of  policy, 
ftod  I  should  condemn  it  ou  principle  if  I  did  not  believe  it  to  be  in- 
expedient." 


irritating  interruptions. 
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The  Magazines  for  April. 


The  Nineteenth  Century  is  full  of  articles  which  would  never  have 
been  written  but  for  the  war.  Sir  G.  S.  Clarke  discusses  The 
Proper  PrecaiUioiis  for  Imperial  Safety^  and  Mr.  Arnold  Forster 
The  Insufficient  Proposals  of  the  War  Office,  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson 
asks  the  alarming  question  Are  we  Misled  About  the  Fleet  f  Mr. 
W.  S.  Lilly  writes  on  The  "  Parlous  Position  "  of  England^  Dr. 
Wirgnan  (Canon  of  Grahamstown  Cathedral)  on  The  Boers  attd 
the  N'ative  Question^  and  the  Earl  of  Camperdown  on  Who  is  U> 
Pay  for  the  War  ?  The  Marquis  of  Lorne  talks  of  Pla/nting  Out 
State  Children  in  South'  Africa,  Sir  Wemyss  Reid  has  his 
customary  article  on  The  Newspapers. 

In  The  Contemporary  Review,  M.  Jean  de  Bloch  sets  out  Sane 
Lessons  of  the  Transva^al  War,  The  way  in  which  the  war  has 
verified  many  of  M.  de  Bloch 's  theories  makes  this  article  particu- 
larly interesting  and  important.  Mr.  William  Hosken  (the 
Chairman  of  the  Uitlanders'  Council)  gives  us  his  views  on  the 
Transvaal  question  as  the  result  of  his  Ten  Years  in  Johannes- 
burg, Mr.  H.  B.  Higgins,  Q.C.,  discusses  The  Australian  Federa- 
tion Act,  which  is  shortly  to  come  before  the  Imperial  Parliament 
There  are  also  interesting  articles  by  Mr.  Noel  Buxton  on  Public- 
houses  and  by  Mr.  Bolton  King  on  Whig  Imperialism,  Sir  Ralph 
Thompson  writes  to  the  EJditor  with  reference  to  Mr,  Coleridge 
and  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

The  Fortnightly  Review  has  also  an  article  by  Mr.  William  Hosken 
— on  The  Future  of  South  Africa  Major  Arthur  GriflSths  writes 
on  Our  Military  Needs,  and  Mr.  Maynard  Butler  edits  an  article 
entitled  Fifty-eight  Years  as  Child  and  Woman  in  South  Africa, 
Mr.  Edward  Dicey,  C.B.,  discusses  Th^  Confederation  of  South 
Africa,  and  there  is  an  anonymous  article  on  T?i>e  Late  Campaign 
in  Natal,  Major  E.  S.  Valentine  finds  An  America/n  Parallel  to 
the  Present  Campaign,  Dr.  Karl  Blind  discusses  Germany  as  a 
Naval  Potoer,  and  Mr.  William  E.  Bear  writes  on  The  Next 
Agricultural  Cermis, 

The  National  Review  has  a  series  of  articles  on  the  war : — First 
Lessons  of  the  War — A  Blow  to  Germany,  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson, 
A  Voice  from  the  Veldt,  by  the  Hon.  George  Peel,  and  The  Coming 
Settlement,  by  **  Coloniensis."  Mr.  H.  W.  Massingham  (the  late 
Editor  of  the  Daily  Chronicle)  discusses  The  Ethics  of  Editing. 
Lord  Robert  Cecil,  Q.C.,  writes  on  Official  Assurances.  There  are 
the  customary  summaries  on  Home,  American,  and  "  Greater 
British  "  affairs. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  Report  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Twenty-Second  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Liberal  Felderation  held  at  Nottingham  on 
March  26th,  27th,  28th,  and  29th,  is  now  ready.  The  report  contains 
a  fall  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Go«ncil  Meetings,  and  also 
pm>nally  revised  reports  of  the  speeches  by  Sir  Edward  Grey. 
Copies  may  be  had  from  the  Department,  price  8d.,  post  free.  Sir 
Edward  Grey's  speech  has  also  been  reprinted  separately  for  general 
distribution.  Full  particulars  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
I^gea. 

A  set  of  current  leaflets  bound  up  in  paper  covers  may  now  be 
obtained  from  the  Publication  Department,  piice  6d.,  or  8d.  post 
fite.    The  volume  is  a  very  useful  one  for  all  Liberal  workers. 

Liberals  interested  in  Liberal  organisation,  registration,  and  the 
preparations  for  the  General  Election  are  invited  to  apply  to  the 
liberal  Publication  Department  for  particulars  of  what  the  Depart- 
nkent  can  undertake  in  these  matters. 


Digitized  by 


THE  LIBERAL  UAOAZINB. 


THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 


<1)  Lord  BuBSell  of  Killowen  on  the  Prevention  of  Corruption  Bill. 

He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with  any  observations  of  his  own  on 
the  evils  which  the  Bill  souc^ht  to  remove,  but  he  was  glad  to  say  that  the 
discussion  of  the  subject  last  year  had  already  worked  to  tne  public 
advantage.  He  had  received  a  ^eat  many  communications  from  firms, 
some  of  them  notably  in  the  building  trade,  which  was  the  theatre  of  the 
worst  practices  of  this  kind,  to  the  enect  that  they  had  banded  themselves 
together  and  were  endeavouring  to  put  an  end  to  the  system  by  co-opera- 
tion. This  Bill  came  before  the  public  under  circumstances  which  he 
thought  unique.  It  had  been  circulated  more  widely  and  had  received  a 
larger  amount  of  representative  support  than  almost  any  Bill  he  knew  of. 
Resolutions  in  support  of  it  had  been  passed  by  the  Association  of  Trade 
Protection  Societies,  representing  74  trade  societies  and  a  membership  of 
34,000 ;  by  the  Congress  of  Co-operative  Societies,  including  1,500,000 
members,  representing  a  capital  of  £20,000,000  and  with  a  yearly  torn- 
over  in  trade  of  £70,000,000 ;  and  by  the  A  ssociated  Chambiers  of  Com- 
merce of  the  United  Kingdom,  representing  93  Chambers  of  Commerce. 
Only  this  morning  he  received  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  engaged  in 
carnage  making  and  selling  and  horse  selling  which  went  to  justify  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  remark  that  the  ramifications  of  this  system  were 
almost  infinite." 

<2)  Mr.  Birrell  on  the  Scottish  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  Bill. 

^*  He  opposed  the  Bill,  the  whole  scope  of  which,  he  said,  was  to  reduce 
by  small,  contemptible  means  a  certain  amount  of  unpopularity  which 
always  attached  to  being  rated,  and  so  to  conciliate  a  certain  number  of 
small  heritors  who  did  not  like  to  contribute  to  the  Established  Church  of 
their  country.  ^Vhy  did  not  the  promoters  take  the  bull  by  the  horns  and 
make  Church-rates  voluntary  throughout  the  whole  of  Scotland  ?  That 
was  obviously  the  right  thing  to  do." 

<3)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  on  the  Indian  Famine. 

"  He  hoped  the  Famine  Fund  initiated  by  the  Lord  Mayor  would  meet 
with  a  more  generous  response  than  it  had  nitherto  received,  but  that  did 
not  seem  to  him  to  meet  the  whole  state  of  the  case.  A  subscription  was 
a  charity.  The  burden  of  this  heavy  famine  was  falling  on  the  taxation 
of  India.  That  taxation  would  in  the  absence  of  the  famine  have  been 
materially  reduced,  and,  he  hoped,  the  expenditure  also.  But  he  wanted 
to  put  it  to  the  House  that  as  a  nation  we  owed  a  duty  to  India  as  a  great 
branch  of  our  Empire.  A  subscription  was  not  a  national  act 
A  vote  of  the  House  of  Commons  was.  A  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons  was  a  contribution  of  every  taxpayer  in  the  country,  and, 
as  India  had  so  promptly  and  generously  responded  to  the  appeals 
made  to  her  at  this  crisis  on  behalf  of  the  Empire,  he  thought 
the  Empire  should  do  something,  not  in  return,  but  in  acknowledgment 
and  in  reciprocation  of  the  feeling  of  sympathy  which  India  had  so 
marvellously  displayed." 

(4)  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  Imperial  Representation  of  the  Colonies. 

Lastly,  the  point  which  to  my  mind  renders  any  further  discussion  oi 
this  subject  at  present  undesirable  the  hon.  member  dealt  with  very 
lightly — that  there  should  be  no  taxation  without  representation.  I  differ 
from  the  hon.  member  when  he  sayB  that  the  reverse  is  not  true — that 
there  cannot  be  representation  without  taxation.  The  proposition  of  hon. 
members  opposite,  although  I  know  they  do  not  intend  it,  will  be  taken 
by  the  colonies  as  a  proposal  that  we  should  tax  tliem  ;  that 
in  return  for  giving  them  a  representation  which  would  never  be  more 
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1900. 

April  2.— House  of  Lords.  (1)  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen's 
JPreventiofi  of  Corrtiption  Bill  read  & 
second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Halsbury  and 
Lord  James  of  Hereford. 

House  of  Commons.  Finmtce  Bill  —  Report 
stage.  The  case  of  death  duties  on  estates 
of  soldiers  killed  whilst  on  active  service 
—Statement  by  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach.  (See 
page  172.) 

Eccleniastical  AnsesHments  {Scotland) 
Bill  read  a  second  time  by  125  to  83  (majoritj 
42).  Speeches  by  (2)  Mr.  Birrell,  the  Lord 
Advocate,  and  Mr.  Thoma3  Shaw. 

Army  Annual  Bill^  Electoral  JDisa' 
bilities  {Military  Service)  Bill^  and 
Coal  Mines  {Prohibition  of  Child 
L^tbour  Underground)  Bill  read  a 
third  time. 

„     3.— House  of  Lords.   Arniff  Annual  Bill  read  a  first 
time. 

House  of  Commons.  Distress  in  India,  Sir 
William  Wedderburn's  Motion  for  a  searching 
inquiry  lost  by  155  to  72  (majority  83).  Speeches 
by  (3)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  and  Lord  George 
Hamilton. 

Mr.  Hedderwick's  Colonial  Representation  in 
Parliament  Motion  discussed  and  withdrawn. 
Speech  by  (4)  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Serjeant  Hemphill's  Motion  in  favour  of  reform 
of  Irish  private  bill  procedure  agreed  to.  Speech 
by  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland. 


than  a  minority  in  this  Houae— at  any  rate  for  years  to  come— we  should 
claim  the  right  to  tax  them  is  a  proposition  which,  if  it  were  ever  to  bo 
considered,  should  come  to  us  from  them,  and  should  not  be  suggested  by 
us.  It  would  be  most  daneerous  if  it  went  abroad  that  we  in  this  House — 
any  of  us  who  are  in  the  slightest  degree  responsible  on  either  side  for  the 
proceedings — ^g^ave  the  slightest  support  to  any  such  proposition.  I  have 
ventured  Co  point  out  my  reasons  for  thinking  that  it  is  premature,  that  ii 
is  necessarily  academic,  and  that  it  might  be  mischievous." 
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<l)  Lord  Kimberley  on  the  War. 

"  We  have  to  acoept  the  war  as  a  fact,  and  see  how  we  are  to  deal  with 
it  when  the  settlement  comes.  I  hope  we  shall  do  our  utmost,  sinking 
our  differences  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  I  hope  that  we 
shall  knit  together  acting  upon  Liheral  principles,  to  apply  those  prin- 
ciples to  the  settlement  of  the  very  difficult  questions  which  will  arise 
when  the  war  is  concluded.  Though  there  may  be  differences  on  details, 
I  don't  think  there  will  be  any  in  principle,  and  as  to  the  keynote.  When 
the  war  is  over  we  shall  apply  in  the  settlement  those  principles  of  free 
Colonial  government  which  nave  led  to  the  contentment  generally  of  our 
colonies  Uiroughout  the  Empire,  and  we  must  be  inspired  by  no  spirit  of 
revenge,  and  never  forget  that  after  the  war  Dutchmen  and  Englishmen 
in  South  Africa  have  to  live  side  by  side.  What  is  the  nature  of  the  war? 
It  is  more  or  less — and  that  makes  it  the  more  grievous — a  civil  war,  and 
being  a  civil  war  to  a  certain  extent,  you  must  bear  that  always  in  mind, 
and  deal  with  it  on  that  principle.  You  have  an  example  oi  one  of  the 
greatest,  perhaps  the  greatest,  that  ever  took  place  in  the  world,  in  the 
Civil  War  of  tne  United  States  of  America.  There  you  see,  after  a  war 
of  the  bitterest  and  most  determined  kind,  after  enormous  loss  of  men  and 
expenditure  of  money,  you  see  our  kinsmen  in  the  United  States  wisely 
laying  aside  a  ^licy  of  revenge,  and  wisely  readmitting  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  Amencan  citizenship  those  States  with  which  they  haa  so 
desperately  fought  year  after  year.  What  is  the  result?  Tne  United 
States  are  as  peacenil,  united,  and  strong  as  ever  they  were.  We  have 
another  instance  in  our  own  Empire,  and  a  most  remarkable  one — that  b 
Canada.  I  can  remember  when  Canada  was  seething  with  diBcontent 
There  was  fighting,  and  fighting  between  the  descendants  of  the  two 
nations  less  nearly  akin  than  the  Dutch  and  the  English — the  descendants 
of  two  nations  between  whom  there  had  been  more  war,  perhaps,  than 
between  any  other  two  nations  in  the  world — ourselves  and  our  gallant 
neighbours  the  French.  Yet,  after  the  insurrection  was  over,  you  treated 
that  colony  in  such  a  manner  that  now  you  see  that  both  sections  there, 
French  and  English,  are  joined  together  m  loyalty  to  this  country  and  in 
carrying  on  government  under  the  freest  principles  that  prevail  in  any 
part  of  the  Empire.*' 


(2)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannennail  on  the  Municipal  Trading  Committee. 

**  Personally,  he  did  not  see  any  good  that  the  committee  was  to  do. 
They  looked  first  of  all  to  the  intelligent  supervision  of  the  electors  and 
inhabitants,  who  were  themselves  concerned.  Then  this  House  was  bound 
to  see  that  justice  was  done  to  all  interests,  and  he  did  not  think  that  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  like  this  for  the  purpose  of  laying  down  a  rule 
they  were  to  follow  was  at  all  the  way  to  keep  up  that  sense  of  direct 
responsibility  which  the  House  ought  to  entertain  in  these  matters. 
Again,  they  could  not  forget  the  fact  that  they  had  lived  Parliamentarily 
for  several  years.  If  this  was  to  be  a  great  new  departure  and  the  enter- 
prises of  the  municipalities  throughout  the  country  were  to  be  regulated 
Dy  a  formal  tribunal  according  to  some  fixed  pnnoiples,  was  t£is  the 
particular  period  of  Parliament  at  which  the  work  should  be  undertaken ! 
Would  it  not  be  much  better  to  relegate  it,  if  it  was  to  be  done  at  all,  to 
a  new  Parliament,  who  would  have  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
general  feeling  of  the  country  in  the  matter.  He  did  not  understana  why 
Uie  Government  had  gradually  worked  themselves  up  to  something 
approaching  zeal  and  earnestness  in  favour  of  this  committee.  At  any 
rate,  he  trusted  that  the  committee,  if  appointed,  would  do  no  harm." 
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April  3.— <l)  Lord  Kimberley  at  the  Hotel  Cecil  (Eighty  Clt^ 
Dinner)  on  the  War. 

y»  4. — House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Macaleese*s  Tenants 
in  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland) 
Jiill  rejected  on  second  reading  by  188  to  100 
(majority  88).  Speech  by  the  Attoraey- 
General  for  Ireland. 

Lord    Balcarres'   Ancient  Monuments 

Mill  read  a  third  time. 
Lord  Rosebery  at  Edinburgh  on  the  Empire. 

»  5. — House  of  Lords.  Lord  Peel's  British  Mtiseum 
Jiill  read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Railways  (Prevention 
of  Accidents)  Hill  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  Grand  Committee  on  Trade. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Bryce  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Municipal  Trading— Appointment  of  Committee 
agreea  to  by  141  to  67  (majority  74).  Speech  by 
(2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

(3)  Mr.  Bryce  at  the  Westminster  Palace  Hotel 

(South  Africa  Conciliation  Committee  Meeting) 
on  the  Future  Settlement. 


(3)  Mr.  Bryce  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

**Two  things  were  essential  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  troubles 
they  had  had.  There  must  be  a  disannament.  .  .  They  must  avert  the 
possibility  of  strife  in  South  Africa.  By  disarmament  he  meant  the 
taking  away  of  artillery.  They  must  have  arms  for  protection  against 
wild  beasts,  etc.,  but  they  must  have  disarmament  to  prevent 
another  conflict.  That  was  essential.  In  the  second  place  he  did  not 
think  it  to  be  possible  that  the  communities  which  might  exbt  in  South 
Africa  could  be  allowed  to  have  any  foreign  relations.  The  main  thing 
they  should  keep  in  mind  was  the  future  relations  of  the  Dutch  and 
English  elements  in  South  Africa.  The  Dutch  were  there,  and  in  numbers 
equal  to  those  of  the  English — in  some  places  larger  than  the  English. 
The  Dutch  were  Queen's  subjects  just  as  much  as  the  English,  and  some 
time  ago  there  was  no  place  in  her  Majesty's  dominions  where  more 
affection  was  felt  for  the  Queen  than  by  the  Dutch  in  Cape  Colony.  The 
Dutch  and  the  English  would  have  to  live  together,  and  they  must  there- 
fore reckon  with  the  permanence  and  increase  of  the  Dutch  element  in 
that  part  of  the  world." 


Digitized  by 


158 


THB  LIBERAL  MAGAZI5B. 


tl)  Sir  H.  Fowler  on  the  South  African  SettlemenU 

"  The  time  had  not  arrived  for  discnssing  the  details  of  the  settlement 
which  would  have  to  be  made  when  the  war  was  oyer,  but  they  were 
jua^fied  in  defining  the  objects  at  which  they  aimed  and  which  they 
belieTed  to  be  the  essential  conditions  of  peace.  The  first  condition,  the 
one  on  which  all  others  depend,  was  the  establishment  of  the  supremacy 
of  the  Queen  throughout  South  Africa.  He  did  not  include  in  that 
phrase  the  Portuguese  territory  or  German  South- West  Africa.  There 
could  be  no  permanent  good  government  in  South  Africa  until  that  ques- 
tion of  supremacy  was  settled.  The  history  of  the  past,  the  sufferings 
and  the  sorrows  of  the  present  war  had  produced  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  and  of  her  colonies  an  inflexible  determination 
that,  so  far  as  humanly  possible,  the  dominions  of  the  Queen  and  the 
subjects  of  the  Queen  should  be  effectually  guarded  against  any  repetition 
of  the  invasion  which  had  desolated  and  was  desolating  South  Africa. 
On  this  condition  he  believed  the  decision  of  Parliament  and  the  people  to 
be  absolutely  final.  The  second  condition  was  equal  rights — civil, 
political,  and  religious — for  all  white  men  in  South  Africa.  Thirdly, 
self-government  on  the  widest  basis,  with  the  fullest  recognition 
of  local  circumstances  and  obliterating  as  rapidly  as  possible  past 
rivalries  and  conflicts — a  self-government  which  should  ensure  political 
equality  between  the  British  and  the  Dutch  and  oppose  any  racial 
ascendency  of  either  one  or  the  other ;  fourthly,  provisions  to  secure  the 
just  and  humane  treatment  of  the  native  races.  British  supremacy  did 
not  mean  British  ascendency.  There  must  be  perfect  equality  in  the  eye 
of  the  law  for  all  citizens.  He  did  not  deny  that  dimculties  could  be 
raised  and  objections  started  to  those  conditions,  but  we  had  had  two 
examples  in  this  19th  century  of  how  to  deal  with  this  question  of  local 
government  where  there  were  difficulties  arising  from  racial  ascendency. 
The  first  was  Ireland.  There  they  had  racial,  religious,  and  class 
ascendency,  and  they  established  in  Ireland  a  loyalist  garrison,  and  he 
believed  tuat  loyalist  garrison  had  been  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of  Irish 
disloyalty.  At  all  events,  we  had  not  succeeded  in  governing  and  pacifying 
Ireland  yet.  Then  we  had  another  example  in  Canada ;  there  we  haa 
two  races — English  and  French — and  two  religions— Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic — yet  we  had  got  there  a  peaceful  and  prosperous  people  aide  by 
side,  living  together,  working  together  to  develop  the  resources  of  the 
country  and  united  together  in  loyalty  to  the  British  Crown.  What  we 
wan  tea  to  follow  in  ^uth  Africa  was  not  the  Irish  precedent,  but  the 
Canadian  precedent." 


(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  General  Election. 

**He  dared  say  some  of  them  would  like  to  know  when  a  general 
election  was  likely  to  take  place.  He  could  only  give  them  this  answer- 
that  he  did  not  know,  and  he  felt  absolutely  certain  that  nobody  else  knew 
either.  But  of  one  thing  they  might  be  confident — that  if,  as  Uiey  hoped, 
the  war  was  not  prolonged  beyond  a  reasonable  period  and  did  not  extend 
beyond  the  natural  life  of  the  Parliament,  they  would  not  take  the  coarM 
of  appealing  to  the  constituencies  before  they  were  in  a  position  to  judge 
of  the  policy  which  they  were  prepared  to  recommend." 
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1900. 

April   6. — House  of  Lords.    Army  Anntial  Bill  and 
Census  {Ireland)  BUI  read  a  second  time. 

Finance  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Motion  for  Easter  Adjourn- 
ment—Speeches by  Mr.  Courtney,  Sir  W. 
Harcourt,  Mr.  Balfoun  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Wyndham. 

Finance  Bill — Third  reading.  Statement  of 
revised  figures  for  past  financial  year  by  Sir  M« 
Hicks- Beach.   Speech  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt 

Lord  James  of  Hereford  at  Annual  Meeting^  of 
Liberal  Union  Club  on  Parliamentary  Repre- 
sentation.   (Seepage  174.) 

Annual  Meeting^  of  National  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  Technical  and  Secondary 
Education. 

„      9. — House  of  Lords.    Finance  Bill  read  a  second  time 
and  passed  through  all  its  stages.  Arnif/ 

Annnal  Bill  and  Census  {Ireland) 
BUI  read  a  third  time.  Royal  Assent  to  these 
BUls. 

Adjournment  for  Easter. 

House  of  Commons.  Agricultural  Holdings 
Bill  read  a  second  time.  Mr.  Ure's  Amend- 
ment against  legislating  for  England  and  Scotland 
lost  by  115  to  30  (majority  85).  Speech  by 
Mr.  Long. 

Adjournment  for  Easter. 
H  16.— Annual  Conference  of  National  Union  of  Teachers 

begins  at  York. 

„   19.— (1)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  Wolverhampton  on  the 
War. 

(2)  Sir  Michael  Hicks -Beach  at  Bristol  on  the 
War. 

Lord  Halsbury  at  Torquay  on  the  War. 
Sir  Charles  Dilke  at  Coleford  on  the  War. 
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il)  Sir  H.  Fowler  on  the  Post  Office. 

A  statement  had  appeared  in  a  Government  organ,  which  he  sup- 
posed was  inspired,  to  the  effect  that  the  position  of  tne  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  due  to  the  fact  that  his  was  a  controlling  department.  He 
had  already  indicated  his  doubts  as  to  the  justification  of  that  control, 
but  surely  a  strong  Postmaster-General  would  not  allow  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  control  him.  He  admitted  that  there  should  be  control 
over  expenditure,  but  the  Treasury  had  nothing  to  do  with  adminis- 
tration, and  he  warned  the  House  not  to  allow  the  Treasury  to  get  in  the 
thin  end  of  the  wedge  of  administrative  control.  The  atlministrative 
control  of  every  department  was  in  the  hands  of  its  responsible  head, 
subject  to  the  review  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  the  ultimate  control  of 
the  Cabinet.  He  submitted  that  the  Postmaster-General  ought,  in  the 
public  interest,  to  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  the  heads  of  other  depart- 
ments. He  was  not  a  child  to  be  led  by  the  Treasury  in  the  administra- 
tion of  his  great  department  and  in  deciding  upon  the  numerous  applica- 
tions tbat  were  made  to  him  for  reforms,  innovations  and  conceptions. 
He  did  not  undervalue  what  had  been  done  by  the  late  Postmaster-General 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchec^uer  to  promote  Post  Office  efficiency,  but 
he  did  not  think  his  right  hon.  fnend  would  maintain  that  the  Post  Office 
waA  in  line  with  public  demands  or  that  it  displayed  that  progress  which 
was  to  be  found  in  the  administration  of  a  great  railway  company.  There 
was  an  economy  which  was  most  extravagrant  and  an  expenditure  which 
was  most  economical.  What  was  wan  tea  in  the  administration  of  the 
Post  Office  was  more  expedition,  less  delay,  and,  where  possible,  less 
charge,  and  the  House  of  Commons  was  the  ultimate  tribunal  by  which 
such  questions  ought  to  be  settled.  .  .  .  His  point  was  that  at  the  present 
time  the  House  of  Commons  had  not  the  control  over  this  great  depart- 
ment that  it  ought  to  have.  He  had  carefully  yarded  himself  against 
any  personal  allusion  to  the  present  head  of  that  aepartment.  He  wished 
to  say  nothing  against  him,  nor  against  his  appointment.  He  wished  to 
say  nothing  against  Lord  Londonderry,  or  against  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  What  he  did  say  was  that  they  were  entitled  to  have  a 
responsiole  head  of  that  department  in  that  House,  or  a  Minister  respon- 
sible to  him  to  represent  him  in  that  House.  There  was  a  growing  feelinflr 
of  dissatisfaction,  in  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  elsewhere,  with  the 
present  working  of  the  Post  Office,  and  he  thought  there  could  be  no  bettee 
cure  for  that  dissatisfaction,  whether  it  was  real  or  imaginary,  than  th 
control  of  the  House  of  Commons." 

(2)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  Empire. 

It  is  in  the  moral  quite  as  much  as  in  the  physical  or  political  aspect 
that  I  should  look  for  my  thesis  in  asking  you  to  join  in  the  pnuaes  of 
the  colonial  contingent.  They  have  done  wonderful  service.  But  they 
have  also  rendered  us  moral  support.  Nothing  is  more  strange  than  the 
consensus  with  which  various  other  nations—!  do  not  speak  of  Govern- 
ments, because  their  conduct  has  been  uniformly  correct—but  the  people, 
and  especially  the  gutter  Press,  of  other  nations,  with  no  cround  for  our 
thinking  that  they  entertained  antipathy  or  hatred,  are  denouncing  our 
action  and  traducing  the  bravery  of  our  troops.  There  is,  I  should,  liow- 
ever,  say,  one  thing  more  remarkable,  and  that  is  the  utter  indifference 
with  which  all  this  expression  of  feeling  has  been  received  in  this  country. 
From  one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other— from  Australia  to  Canada,  from 
the  Cape  to  Hong-kong— her  Majesty's  subjects,  who  knew  what  were  the 
matters  in  dispute  and  who  were  the  people  to  judge,  have  heartily 
approved  the  course  we  have  taken  and  pray  earnestly  for  our  ultimate 
victory.  They  are  competent  judges  and  tney  have  given  a  verdict  in  our 
favour.  After  this  testimony  to  the  character  of  our  Empire  we  are  more 
respected  and  our  wishes  are  more  regarded  abroad  than  they  were.  The 
present  Prime  Minister  of  Canada,  asked  in  debate  whether  Canada 
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1900. 

April  20. — Mr.  Walter  Long:  at  Hull  on  the  Spion  Kop  Despatches. 

^    23  —Mr.  Walter  Long  at  Liverpool  on  the  War. 

„  24.— Lord  Spencer  at  Edinburg^h  on  the  War  and  Oeneral 
Politics. 

„    25.— Mr.  Ritchie  at  Thornton  Heath  on  Current  Politics. 

„  26  — House  of  Commons.  Reassembling  after  Easter. 
Supply— Civil  Service  Estimates. 

„  27.— House  of  Commons.  Supply— The  Post  Office 
Vote.  The  representation  of  the  Post  Office  in 
the  Commons.  Speeches  by  ( 1 )  Sir  H.  Fowler, 
Mr.  Hanbury,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Lord  Rosebery  at  City  Liberal  Club  (Dinner  to 
Australian  Federal  Delegates)  on  the  Australian 
Commonwealth. 

„  28.— Lord  Rosebery  at  the  Reform  Club  on  the  services  in 
the  War  of  Sir  William  MacCormac  and  Mr. 
Treves. 

Lord  George  Hamilton  at  Ealing  on  the  War. 

„     30.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Uganda  Railway  (Con- 
solidated Fund) — Financial  resolution  carried 
by  186  to  40  (majority  145).  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Brodrick  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

Burial  Grounds  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Speech  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill — Second  reading  debate. 

British  Empire  League  Dinner  at  Hotel  Cecil  to 

honour  Colonial  troops  and  Australian  delegates. 
Speeches  by  The  Prince  of  Wales,  (2)  Lord 
Sialisbury,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 


baring  assisted  as  on  the  present  occasion  would  be  bound  always  to  assist 
US,  said  that  the  matter  was  one  of  free  will,  but  that  the  ool(my  had 
given  us  hearty  assistance,  as  it  believed  in  the  rectitude  of  the  nrinciplee 
which  we  are  enforcing.  The  course  of  events,  which  I  shoulcT prefer  to 
call  the  acts  of  Providence,  have  called  this  country  to  exercise  an 
influence  over  the  character  and  progress  of  the  world  such  as  has  never 
been  exercised  by  any  Empire  before. 
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THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 
April,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  April 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note. — In  thefoUowing  list  of  the  chief  divisions  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
the  number  of  the  minority  (whe^ier  *'  For  "  or  **  Against ")  in  a  division  w 
<dways  put  first  for  the  sake  of  convet^ience.  When  the  division  is  an  *  ^official** 
one,  (*.«.)  when  the  GovemmetU  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  TeUers,  thf 
word    For"  or     Against"  as  the  ease  may  be,  is  given  in  italics,] 


I. — Ecclesiastical  Assbssmrnts  (Scotland)  Bill. 

April  2nd,  1900  (Division  No,  93).— On  the  Motion  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  BilL 

Against,  85 ;  FoTy  127. 
II. — Thb  Indian  Famine. 

April  3rd,  1900  (Dimsum  No,  95).— On  Sir  Wm.  Wedderbum's 
Motion,  asking  for  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  impair 
the  Indian  cultivators'  power  to  resist  the  attacks  of  famine  and  plague. 

For,  74 ;  Against,  157. 

III. — Tenants  in  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill. 

April  4th,  1900  {Division  No,  96).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Tenants  in  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill. 

For,  101  ;  Against,  190. 

IV. — Municipal  Trading. 

April  5th,  1900  (Division  No,  98).— On  Mr.  Anstruther's  Motion 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Committee  to  consider  and  report  as  to 
the  principles  which  should  govern  powers  given  by  Bills  and 
Provisional  Orders  to  municipaJ  and  other  local  authorities  for  indoi- 
trial  enterprise  within  or  without  the  area  of  their  jurisdiction. 

Against,  69 ;  For,  143. 

V. — Post  Office  Grievances. 

April  27th,  1900  (Division  No.  104).— On  Mr.  Steadman's  Motion 
to  reduce  the  Salary  of  the  Post-Master  General  by  £500,  to  call 
Attention  to  certain  grievances  existing  in  the  General  Post  Office. 

For,  48 ;  AgainH,  68. 
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MR,    LONG'S  AGRICULTURAL 
HOLDINGS  BILL. 


The  "  protection  of  agricultural  tenants  in  their  improvements " 
was  put  by  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour  in  1895  at  the  head  of  his  election 
address,  among  four  other  pledges —all  up  to  now  unfuliilled — as  one  of 
the  first  duties  of  the  Unionist  Ministry  if  returned  to  power.  Between 
1893  and  1895,  when  the  Tories  were  in  Opposition,  they  made  in- 
cessant motions  calling  for  instant  measures  to  rescue  the  farmers  who 
were  being  ruined,  and  to  check  the  increase  in  the  number  of 
derelict  farms. 

But,  while  the  Liberal  Ministry  accepted  the  principles  of  a  radical 
reform  of  land  tenure  on  the  motion  of  June  9th,  1893,  did  their  best 
to  carry  those  principles  into  law  by  accepting  the  Land  Tenure  Bill, 
which  was  read  a  second  time  on  May  15th,  1895,  and  supplied  a 
solid  basis  for  such  reforms  in  the  unanswerable  evidence  brought 
together  by  the  two  great  Commissions  on  Agricultural  Depression 
and  Welsh  Land,  the  Tories,  when  they  had  the  chance,  have  done 
absolutely  nothing,  except  to  pass  the  Agricultural  Rates  Act,  refusing 
at  the  same  time  to  divide  the  rates  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and 
80  ensuring  that  the  payment  of  half  the  rates  on  agricultural  land 
shall  go  straight  to  the  landlord,  instead  of  helping  the  tenant. 

Having  endowed  the  landlords  on  the  plea  that  the  tenants  were 
bemg  ruined,  the  real  issue  of  agricultural  depression,  the  demonstrated 
&ilare  of  the  present  law  to  protect  tenants  from  beiug  rented  on  ttieir 
improvements,  and  from  being  thus  compelled  to  pay  over  their  capital 
in  rents,  which  could  not  be  made  out  of  the  land,  and  to  starve  the  soil 
o!  the  money  and  labour  it  needed  to  keep  up  its  fertility — this  issue 
has  been  adjourned  for  five  years. 

The  present  Bill,  so  far  as  it  is  an  attempt  to  meet  the  engagements 
of  Mr.  Balfour  and  other  Tories,  is  a  mere  playing  with  the  subject. 

Its  obviously  inadequate  and  attenuated  benefits  would  not  be 
worth  discussing,  were  it  not  that  the  Bill,  besides  doing  little  for  the 
farmer,  has  its  own  special  pitfalls  and  perils,  and  is  more  likely  to 
pat  the  clock  back  than  forward. 

The  Bill  is  the  worst  in  form  within  Parliamentary  memory.  It 
amends  four  Acts,  the  Agricultural  Holdings  Acts  for  England  and 
Scotland,  1883,  and  the  Market  Gardeners  Acts,  1895  and  1897— repeal- 
ing many  sections,  and  striking  out  sentences  here  and  there  on  other 
sections.  The  remaining  provisions  of  these  Acts  will  have  now  to  be 
interpreted  not  in  their  own  terms,  but  in  terms  of  the  amending  BilL 
And  the  whole  is  further  complicated  by  an  elaborate  system  of  cross 
references  which  is  puzzling  enough  for  trained  lawyers,  but  quite 
beyond  the  capacity  of  plain  working  farmers. 

If  this  Bill  had  been  drafted  with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  placing 
before  the  tenant  so  bewildering  a  puzzle  that,  in  trying  to  find  out 
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what  are  his  rights  and  liabilities,  he  will  be  compelled  either  to  face  a 
heavy  lawyer's  fee,  or  to  give  up  all  hope  of  claiming  under  the  Agri- 
cultural Holdings  Acts  at  all,  it  could  not  have  achieved  that  purpose 
more  thoroughly. 

And,  in  the  opinion  of  the  present  writer,  that  purpose  was  not 
foreign  to  the  intentions  of  the  framers  of  these  proposals. 

The  Bill  makes  three  concessions  to  tenants,  which  place  the  letter 
of  the  law  in  agreement  with  the  practice  of  the  Courts,  and  give 
little  solid  or  novel  advantage  to  the  tenant. 

The  proviso  in  the  6rst  section  of  the  Acts,  that  "  the  inherent 
capabilities  of  the  soil "  must  be  considered  as  a  set-off  to  tenants' 
compensation,  is  struck  out.  But  the  evidence  has  been  that  valuers 
have  never  regarded  it. 

The  period  for  which  the  landlord  can  distrain  for  rent  is  now  to 
be  strictly  limited  to  twelve  months,  the  faulty  wording  of  the  Act  of 
1883  having,  contrary  to  the  intention  of  Parliament,  made  the  period 
six  or  nine  months  longer,  where  there  was  a  practice  of  deferring  pay- 
ment of  rents,  or,  in  the  Irish  term,  a  "  hanging  gale." 

The  most  important  of  the  three  legal  amendments  is  the  restriction 
of  the  amount  recoverable  by  the  landlord  under  "penal  rent" 
covenants  to  the  amount  of  actual  damage  suffered.  It  is  believed 
that  the  Courts  would  never  award  more  than  this  to  the  landlord. 
But  though  the  new  clause  gives  no  more  than  the  practice  of  the 
Courts,  it  will  undoubtedly  do  good,  especially  in  Scotland,  in  weeding 
many  monstrous  covenants  of  this  kind  out  of  leases.  The  threat  to 
enforce  penal  rents  has  been  shown  to  lead  to  the  tenant,  in  bad  times, 
acquiescing  in  rents  and  conditions  which  are  economically  impossible 
and  unjust. 

The  only  further  advantages  given  to  the  tenant  worth  noting  are 
the  inclusion  of  compensation  for  consumption  of  home-grown  com 
and  other  produce,  and  for  consumption  by  horses,  "  other  than  those 
employed  on  the  farm." 

The  best  part  of  the  Bill  is  the  settlement  of  compensation  cases 
by  a  single  arbitrator,  as  set  out  in  the  Second  Schedule.  This 
procedure  is  excellent,  but  not  original.  The  credit  of  it  belongs  to 
Mr.  Munro-Ferguson,  M.P.,  who  carried  a  Bill  in  1889  to  apply  this 
principle  to  the  Act  in  Scotland.  And  the  same  proposal  has  been 
made  for  England  every  Session  for  years  past,  in  Bills  introduced  by 
Liberal  members.  But,  if  the  adoption  of  this  "  Liberal  "  proposal  is 
the  chief  merit  of  the  Bill,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  chief 
demerit  of  the  Bill  is  that  it  directly  promotes  and  facilitates  contract- 
ing out  of  it. 

The  present  Agricultural  Holdings  Act  (s.  5)  permits  contracting 
out  in  the  sense  that  landlord  and  tenant  can  agree  as  to  the  amount 
of  compensation  for  various  improvements,  and  that  such  agreements, 
if  they  provide  "  fair  and  reasonable  compensation,"  may  be  substituted 
for  the  Act. 

But  the  present  Bill  (Clause  2,  sub-section  (1) )  goes  much  further, 
and  says  that  compensation  is  to  be  settled  by  such  form  of  arbitration 
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as  may  be  provided  by  agreement,  and  that,  only  failing  the  existence 
of  sach  an  agreement,  shall  the  arbitration  procedure  of  the  Act  come 
into  operation,  and  even  then  that  procedure  may  be  modioed  by 
special  provisions  in  any  agreement 

The  result  contemplated  is  obviously  that,  on  the  larger  estates, 
the  Act,  and  its  plausible  procedure,  will  be  simply  written  off  and 
replaced  by  "  estate  agreements,"  specifying  not  only  the  scales  of 
compensation  for  various  improvements,  but  also  the  procedure  of 
arbitration,  and  possibly  even  the  name  of  some  special  arbitrator  for 
the  estate  may  be  inserted.  And  nobody  will  get  a  farm  without 
signing  himself  out  of  the  Act.  As  all  this  is  now,  in  express  terms, 
made  legal,  the  fifty  fifth  section  of  the  Act  of  1883,  which  makes 
void  agreements  depriving  tenants  of  the  advantages  of  the  Act, 
though  not  repealed,  is  robbed  of  nearly  all  its  value. 

Other  objectionable  features  are  that  even  where  freedom  to 
sell  off  produce  may  have  been  given  to  a  tenant,  the  landlord  will  be 
enabled  to  counterclaim  for  the  whole  manurial  value  of  produce  sold 
off^  and  is  no  longer  compelled  to  deduct  from  such  counterclaim  the 
value  of  any  manurial  equivalents  replaced  by  the  tenant.  Again,  the 
time  limit  to  a  landlord's  counterclaim  for    waste  "  is  also  struck  out. 

What  the  Bill  does  not  do  is,  of  course,  a  bigger  chapter  than  what 
it  does,  or  undoes. 

The  demands  of  the  Chambers  of  Agriculture — based  on  prolonged 
discjossions  of  its  committees  for  years  past — give  a  fair  measure  of  the 
big  omissions. 

They  ask  for  "  a  record  of  condition  at  entry,''  and  a  fixed  date  for 
the  claims  of  both  sides  to  be  sent  in — "twenty-eight  days  before 
the  end  of  the  tenancy,"  instead  of  the  "three  months  after"  of  the 
Bill  (which  would  often  paralyse  tenants'  claims,  and  make  the  land- 
lord master  of  the  situation  and,  from  lapse  of  evidence,  make  settle- 
ments more  difficult).  They  demand  solid  extensions  of  tenant  right 
to  compensation  for  (1)  laying  down  permanent,  (2)  for  temporary 
pastures,  and  (3)  for  "continuous  high  farming." 

Throughout  the  arable  districts,  during  the  worst  of  the  depression, 
the  more  capable,  and  therefore  more  deserving  farmers  have  saved 
themselves,  and  their  landlords  too,  from  ruinous  loss  by  breaking  away 
from  routine,  hoplessly  unprofitable  at  recent  prices,  and  adopting 
better  methods,  in  most  cases  with  heavy  capital  outlay.  It  is  mon- 
strous that  they  should  be  denied  the  right  to  compensation  because 
the  landlord,  or  oftener  the  agent,  may  have  been  so  shortsighted  or 
80  unfair  as  to  withhold  the  necessary  consent  in  writing. 

If  you  go  beyond  these  plainly  just  things,  that  everybody  but 
the  Ministry  think  should  be  included,  to  the  radical  reforms 
demanded  by  Lord  Carrington's  Commission  and  by  the  Liberal 
members  of  the  Agriculture  Commission,  the  extension  of  compen- 
sation to  the  sitting  tenant  at  the  renewal  of  a  tenancy  when  the 
new  rent  has  to  be  settled,  and  compensation  for  disturbance  or 
Ums  by  removal  to  the  tenant  who,  by  the  sale  or  other  transfer 
of  an  estate,  or  by  the  refusal  of  reasonable  terms  of  renewal,  is  com- 
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polled  to  quit,  or  to  pay  a  wholly  unjust  rent,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered (1)  that  as  regards  Wales,  at  any  rate,  these  additional  reforms 
were  admitted  to  be  indispensable  for  a  just  settlement  of  the 
relations  of  landlord  and  tenant,  even  by  the  Tory  landlord  members 
of  the  Welsh  Commission;  (2)  that,  as  regards  England,  they  have 
had  the  support  of  resolutions  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agricul- 
ture, and  are  backed  by  masses  of  evidence  given  before  the  Agriculture 
Commission.  But  to  expect  such  reforms  from  Mr.  Long  and  Mr. 
Balfour  is  to  court  disappointment.  This  Bill  does  little  good,  and  is 
meant  to  be  what  it  will  be — a  mischievous  sham  put  in  to  block  the 
changes  of  land  tenure  which  are  essential  to  true  agricultural  progress. 

F.  A.  Channiko* 


NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


The  figures  given  by  Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
The  Revised       Beach  when  he  presented  his  Budget  (see 
Budget  Figures.     Liberal  Magazine  for  March  at  page  61)  were 
largely  provisional,  since  they  were  given  a 
month  before  the  end  of  the  financial  year.    We  now  give  our  usual 
summaries  with  the  final  figures  : — 

1.  THE  NATION'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  1899-1900.— The  foDow- 
ing  is  the  nation's  account  for  the  post  year : — 

Total  Revenue    119,840,000 

Expenditure —  £ 

(a)  Exclusive  of  War  Charges  ...  1 10,505,000  I  , to*  haa 
(6)  War  Charges   23,217,000  ]  A4^,7J2,UW 


Deficit   £13,882,000 

This  is  exclusive  of  £9,917,000  raised  on  the  local  taxation  account — an 
increase  of  £396,000.  The  total  sum,  therefore,  raised  by  taxation  is 
£129,757,000,  as  against  £117,857,000  in  1898-99. 


2.  THE  NATION'S  ACCOUNT  FOR  1900-1901.— The  estimated 
revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  year  1900-1901  on  the  old  basis  of 
taxation  are : — 

£ 

Total  Estimated  Revenue   115,353,000 

Total  Estimated  Expenditure    154,701,000 

Estimated  Deficit   £39,348,000 
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The  actual  and  proepective  deficits  are  met  as  follows  : — 

Rbcbipts.  £ 

Ordinary  Revenue   115,353,000 

Additional  Taxation    12,167,000 

Treasury  Bills  to  be  Renewed    £8,000,000 

New  Treasury  Bills    5,000,000 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000  issued  at  98| 
per  cent,  and  producing         ...  29,550,000 

Total  borrowing   42,550,000 

Total  receipts   170,070,000 

Expenditure.  £ 

De6cit  from  1899-1900    13,882,000 

EstiiDated  Expenditure  (obtained  by  suspending  the 
payment  off  of  Terminable  Annuities  to  amount  of 

£4,640,000)    150,061,000 

Provision  for  military  and  naval  contingencies  ...       ...  5,000,000 


Total  expenditure   168,943,000 

Balance,       estimated  prospective  surplus    1,127,000 

Total   170,070,000 

A  sum  of  £619,000  is  included  in  the  above  for  interest  on  the  War 
Loan. 


We  can  now  reconstruct  our  figures  show- 
The  Cost  of       ing  what  the  cost  of  the  war  is.    The  Govern- 
THE  War.         ment  in  their  calculations  have  assumed  that  it 
will  be  over  by  the  end  of  September.  The 
assamption  is  a  large  one,  but  taking  it  we  have  the  following 
figures : — 

1.  What  the  War  Costs. 

£ 

Ut  Supplementary  Army  Estunate  (October,  1899)  ...  10,000,000 
2nd         „  „  (February,  1900)  ...  13,000,000 

Past  Interest  on  Treasury  Bills   217,000 

Increase  of  Army  Estimates  for  1900-1901    37,797,000 

Future  Interest  on  Treasury  Bills    250,000 

Interest  on  War  Loan    619,000 

Provision  for  Naval  and  Military  Contingencies         ...  5,000,000 

66,883,000 
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II.  How  THE  Monet  is  to  be  Raised. 

1.  By  Taxation £ 
PartofNormal  Realised  Surplus  (1899-1 900)  7,526,000 

l^ew  Taxation  (1900-1901)    12,167,000 

Sinking  Fund  Suspension  (1900-1901)     ...  4,640,000 

  24,333,000 

2.  By  Borrowing: — 

Treasury  Bills    13,000,000 

War  Loan   29,550,000 

  42,550,000 

66,883,000 

No  sum  is  included  in  these  figures  for  cost  of  transport  back  or  for 
^gratuities  on  demobilisation. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.     imports  and  exports  for  March,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
^mpared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 


March,  1900. 


Month  ending  March  3l8t. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900.       j  1899. 

Re-exports  of  Foreign^ 
and  V 
Oolonial  Merchandise  j 

£ 

44,922,134 
25,395,699 

5,666,338 

£ 

41,492,388 
22,324,401 

5,242,270  , 

£ 

3,429,746  1 
3,071,298  1 

424,008 

£ 

Total  

75,984,171 

69,059,059  |  6,925,112 

Tear's  Trade  to  Date. 

For  the  three  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decroaae. 

March  SUt,  1900. 

March  Slst,  1899. 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  V 
and  > 
Ck>lomal  Merchandise  J 

£ 

127,087,791 
72,199,430 

16,724,128 

£ 

118,242,584 
62,054,041 

16,240,640 

£ 

8,845,207 
10,145,389 

483,488 

£ 

216,011,349 

196,537,265 

19,474,084 
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In  connection  with  the  despatches  relating 
Thb  Spion  Kop      to  the  taking  and  subsequent  giving  up  of 
Dbspatches.        Spion  Kop  (published  in  the  Landon  Gazette  of 
April  17th),  there  are  at  least  two  distinct 
things  to  be  borne  in  mind : — 

(1)  Because  it  was  proper  that  in  transmitting  the  BuUer  and 
Warren  despatches  Lord  Roberts  should  speak  out  his  mind,  it  by  no 
means  follow  that 

(2)  the  Government  were  right  in  publishing  Lord  Roberts's 
criticism  at  this  particular  moment. 

Let  us  first  of  all  see  what  it  was  that  Lord  Roberts  said  : — 

(a)  Colonel  ThomeycroJVs  ^^toholly  inexcusable^^  assumption  of 
responsibility  and  authority : — 

As  regards  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  the  Spion  Kop  position, 
which,  though  occupied  almost  without  opposition  in  the  early  morning  of 
the  24th  January,  had  to  be  held  throughout  the  day  under  an  extremely 
heavy  fire,  and  the  retention  of  which  had  become  essential  to  the  relief  of 
Ladysmith,  I  regret  that  I  am  unable  to  concur  with  Sir  Red  vers  Buller  in 
thinking  that  Lieut. -Colonel  Thomeycroft  exercised  a  wise  discretion  in 
ordering  the  troops  to  retire.  Even  admitting  that  due  preparations  may 
not  have  been  made  for  strengthening  the  position  during  the  night, 
reorganising  the  defence,  and  bringing  up  artillery — in  regard  to  which  Sir 
Charles  Warren's  report  does  not  altogether  bear  out  Sir  Redvors  Buller's 
contention — admitting  also  that  the  senior  Officers  on  the  summit  of  the  hill 
might  have  been  more  promptly  informed  of  the  measures  taken  by  Sir 
Charles  Warren  to  support  and  reinforce  them,  I  am  of  opinion  that  Lieut.- 
Colonel  Thomeycroft's  assumption  of  responsibility  and  authority  was  wholly 
inexcusable.  During  the  night  the  enemy's  fire,  if  it  did  not  cease 
altogether,  could  not  have  been  formidable,  and,  though  lamp  signalling  was 
not  possible  at  the  time,  owing  to  the  supply  of  oil  having  failed,  it  would 
not  have  taken  more  than  two  or  three  hours  at  most  for  Lieut. -Colonel 
Thomeycroft  to  communicate  by  messenger  with  Major-General  Coke  or  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  and  to  receive  a  reply.  Major-General  Coke  appears  to 
have  left  Spion  Kop,  at  9.30  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  consulting  with  Sir 
Charles  Warren,  and  up  to  that  hour  the  idea  of  a  withdrawal  had  not  been 
entertained.  Tet  almost  immediately  after  Major-General  Coke's  departure 
Lieut. -Colonel  Thomeycroft  issued  an  order,  without  reference  to  superior 
authority,  which  upset  the  whole  plan  of  operations,  and  rendered  unavail- 
iug  the  sacrifices  which  had  already  been  made  to  carry  it  into  effect.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  only  right  to  state  that  Lieut. -Colonel  Thomeycroft 
appears  to  have  behaved  in  a  very  gallant  manner  throughout  the  day,  and 
it  was  doubtless  due,  in  a  great  measure,  to  his  exertions  and  example  that 
the  troops  continued  to  hold  the  summit  of  the  hill  until  directed  to  retire." 

(6)  Sir  Charles  Wa/rretCs  "  ward  of  organisation  and  system"  : — 
It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Sir  Charles  Warren  did  not  himself  visit 
Spion  Kop  during  the  afternoon  or  evening,  knowing  as  he  did  that  the 
state  of  affairs  there  was  very  critical,  and  that  the  loss  of  the  position 
would  involve  the  failure  of  the  operations.  He  was,  consequently,  obliged 
to  summon  Major-General  Coke  to  his  headquarters  in  the  evening  in  oiSer 
that  he  might  ascertain  how  matters  were  goins  on,  and  the  command  on 
Spion  Kop  thus  devolved  on  Lieut. -Colonel  Thomeycroft ;  but  Major- 
(ieneral  Coke  was  not  aware  of  this.  About  midday,  under  instructions 
from  Sir  Rivers  Buller,  Sir  Charles  Warren  had  directed  Lieut.  ^ Colonel 
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Thomeycroft  to  assame  command  on  the  summit  of  the  hill,  with  the 
temporary  rank  of  Brigadier-General,  but  this  order  was  not  communicated 
to  Major-General  Coke,  who,  until  he  left  the  position  at  9.30  p.m.,  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  command  had  devolved  on  Colonel  Hill,  as 
senior  officer,  after  Colonel  Crofton  had  been  wounded.  Omissions  or 
mistakes  of  this  nature  may  be  trivial  in  themselves,  yet  may  exercise  an 
important  influence  on  the  course  of  events  ;  and  I  think  that  Sir  Redvers 
Builer  is  justified  in  remarking  that  *  there  was  a  want  of  organisation  and 
system  which  acted  most  unfavourably  on  the  defence.* " 

(c)  Sir  Redvers  Builer* a  "  disinclinatuyn." 

The  attempt  to  relieve  Ladysmith,  described  in  these  despatches,  was 
well  devised,  and  I  agree  with  Sir  Redvers  Buller  in  thinking  that  it  ought 
to  have  succeeded.  That  it  failed  may,  in  some  measure,  be  due  to  the 
difficulties  of  the  ground  and  the  commanding  positions  held  by  the  enemy — 
probably  also  to  errors  of  judgment  and  want  of  administrative  capacity  on 
the  part  of  Sir  Charles  Warren,  But  whatever  faults  Sir  Charles  Warren 
may  have  committed,  the  failure  must  also  be  ascribed  to  the  disinclination 
of  the  Officer  in  supreme  command  to  assert  his  authority  and  see  that  what 
•  he  thought  best  was  done,  and  also  to  the  unwarrantable  and  needless 
assumption  of  responsibility  by  a  subordinate  Officer." 

(d)  The  **men  are  »pleiididJ* 

The  gratifying  feature  in  these  despatches  is  the  admirable  behaviour  of 
the  troops  throughout  the  operations." 

Since  this  despatch  was  published,  Sir  Charles  Warren  has  been 
removed  from  command  in  Natal,  but  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  despite  the 
above  criticism,  is  continued  in  authority.  This  is  most  extraordinary. 
No  fault  could  have  been  found  if  (1)  the  Qovernment  had  not 
published  the  despatches  and  retained  General  Buller,  or  ( 2)  published 
the  despatches  and  dismissed  General  Buller.  But  to  censure  him  thus 
strongly  and  retain  him  is  a  weak  compromise  worthy  of  the  present 
Government.  Mean  "  is  the  appropriate  adjective  for  that  kind  of 
operation.  We  shall  deal  next  month  with  the  debate  of  May  4th  on 
the  publication  of  these  despatches. 


The  Government's  record  in  the  matter  of 
East  African       East  African  slavery  is  anything  but  satia^- 
Slavery.  tory.    It  is  clearly  set  out  in  a  recent  letter  to 

the  Times  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  M.P.,  from 
which  we  take  the  following. 

A  short  debate  took  place  on  February  23rd  this  year  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  maintenance  by  Uie  Government  of  the 
status  of  slavery  in  that  portion  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar's  dominions 
situated  on  the  mainland  near  Mombasa.  Within  this  mainland  strip 
exist  some  thousands  of  slaves,  recently  computed  to  be  about  200,000 
in  number. 
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In  April,  1897,  a  decree  abolishing  the  legal  status  of  slavery  was 
issued  in  the  islands  of  Zanzibar  and  Pemba.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
the  decree  issued  was  in  that  portion  of  the  dominions  of  the  Sultan 
which  is  administered  by  his  own  Government,  but  in  that  portion 
administered  by  the  Foreign  Office  the  legal  status  of  slavery  is  still 
recogmsed. 

In  a  debate  in  August,  1897,  Mr.  Balfour  promised  that  the 
Government  would  take,  on  the  mainland  strip,  similar  steps  to  those 
already  taken  on  the  islands,  and  in  February  last  year  Mr.  Brodrick 
stated  to  a  deputation  at  the  Foreign  Office  that  "  the  Government 
had  not  departed  from  Mr.  Balfour's  pledge,  and  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity they  hoped  to  extend  to  the  mainland  the  process  already 
carried  out  in  the  islands  " 

Up  to  the  present  time  no  steps  have  been  taken  to  fulfil  this 
pledge.  The  excuse  given  for  delay  by  Lord  Curzon  before  he  left  the 
Foreign  Office  was  that  the  (Government  were  watching  the  experi- 
ments in  the  islands,  and  last  year  Mr.  Brodrick  urged  that  internal 
troubles  made  the  moment  inopportune,  but  on  the  occasion  of  the 
debate  on  February  23rd  last  Mr.  Brodrick  stated  the  reason  the 
Government  had  not  and  could  not  interfere  with  the  status  of  slavery 
was  due  to  an  "  undertaking  given  by  Lord  Kimberley  before  he  left 
office  on  behalf  of  the  Government,  of  which  he  was  a  member — 
namely,  that  the  status  of  slavery  would  remain  as  it  was." 

The  only  justitication  for  this  statement  is  the  following  extract 
from  a  translated  speech  made  by  Sir  Lloyd  Matthews  to  the  Wali  and 
some  Arabs  at  Mombasa  on  July  1st,  1895,  which  is  referred  to  in  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Bertie,  Lord  Salisbury's  secretary,  in  June  last 
jear,  to  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  : — 

I  have  come  here  to-day  by  order  of  our  lord,  Seyyid  Hamed-bin- 
Thwain,  to  inform  you  all  that  the  company  have  retired  from  the  adminis- 
tration of  his  territory,  and  that  the  great  English  Government  will  succeed 
it,  and  Mr.  Hardinge,  the  Consul-General  at  Zanzibar,  will  be  the  head  of 
the  new  Administration,  and  will  issue  all  orders  in  the  territory  under  the 
sovereignty  of  his  Highness.  And  all  the  affairs  connected  with  the  faith  of 
Islam  will  be  conducted  to  the  honour  and  benefit  of  religion,  and  all 
ancient  customs  will  be  aUowed  to  continue,  and  his  wish  is  that  every- 
thing should  be  done  in  accordance  with  justice  and  law." 

Mr.  Pease  was  so  astonished  at  the  reason  put  forward  by  the 
Government  for  their  inaction,  and  their  failure  to  fulfil  the  pledge 
giren  to  Parliament  by  Mr.  Balfour  in  August,  1897  (two  years  after 
Lord  Kimberley  had  left  office),  that  he  wrote  to  Lord  Kimberley  and 
asked  him  if  he  would  let  him  know  what  his  impression  of  the  pledges 
were,  and  to  what  extent  he  considered  the  Government  were  pledged 
by  him  to  obeerve  slavery.    The  following  is  his  reply  : — 

"35,  Lowndes-square,  S.  W.,  March  29th,  1900. 
**Dbar  Mb.  Pkasb,— I  have  looked  up  the  matter  referred  to  in  your 
letter  of  the  19th  inst.  The  only  communication  made  by  me  to  Sir  Arthur 
Hardinge  on  the  subject  was  that  which  is  quoted  in  Mr.  Bertie's  letter  of 
Jane  2l8t,  1899,  authorising  him  in  assuming  the  administration  of  the 
mainland  territories  of  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  to  give  an  assurance  that  as 
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regards  religion  and  law,  and  the  Sultan's  sovereignty,  no  difference  was 
made  by  the  change.  The  question  of  slavery  was  not  directly  dealt  with 
by  me.  The  report  of  what  was  said  by  Sir  Lloyd  Matthews  was  not 
received  till  after  I  left  office. 

'*  Sincerely  yours, 

'  *  (Signed)  Kikbeb  ley.  " 

The  Government  appear  to  have  allowed  any  impression  Sir 
Lloyd  Matthews's  unauthorised  speech  may  have  had  upon  the  Arabs 
to  remain  uncorrected  for  five  years,  and,  although  they  pledged  them- 
selves in  the  meantime  to  abolish  the  legal  atattM  of  slavery  in  an  area 
over  which  they  have  full  control,  they  now  take  advantage  of  their 
own  neglect  to  deny  emancipation  to  the  negro,  and  seem  content  to 
allow  slavery  to  be  perpetuated  in  this  British  Protectorate. 


Up  to  the  present  time  the  law  relating  to 
Death  Duties  on  the  estates  of  dead  soldiers  has  been  in  a 
Officers'  Estates,  decidedly  anomalous  position.  The  estates  of 
private  solders,  sailors  and  marines  have  been 
absolutely  exempt  from  death  duty,  however  great  or  little  the 
value  of  the  estate ;  but  there  has  been  no  similar  or  corresponding 
exemption  for  the  estates  of  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers. 
This  was  represented  to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  as  an 
undoubted  hardship,  and  when  the  Finance  Bill  was  in  its  report 
stage  he  got  a  new  clause  carried  dealing  with  this  point  For  the 
future,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Admiralty  or  the  War  Office, 
the  Treasury  is  permitted  to  remit  so  much  of  the  death  duties  as  the 
circumstances  may  seem  to  justify,  provided  (1)  that  the  estate  is 
under  £5,000  in  value ;  (2)  that  in  no  case  is  the  remission  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  X150,  which  would  be  the  amount  of  death  duty  on  a  sum 
of  £5,000 ;  and  (3)  that  the  remission  only  applies  to  property  going 
to  the  widow  or  the  children  or  lineal  descendant  of  the  deceased 
officer.  This  is  generally  acclaimed  to  be  a  reasonable  change  in 
the  law. 


The  Board  of  Education  (as  the  Education 
The  Rural  School  Department  is  now  called,  since  April  1st)  is 
Curriculum.       laudably  anxious  to  improve  the  curriculum  of 
the  Rural  School  by  making  the  education 
given  in  it    more  consonant  with  the  environment  of  the  scholars  '* 
than  is  now  usually  the  case.    The  Board  has  accordingly  issued  a 
Circular  on  the  subject  to  managers  and  teachers  of  rural  elementary 
schools.    After  deprecating  any  idea  of  giving  any  professional" 
training  in  practical  agriculture,  but  insisting  on  the  advantage  of 
obtaining  an  **  intelligent  knowledge  of  the  surroundings  of  ordinary 
rural  life,"  the  Circular  proceeds  : — 
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'^Tfae  Board  consider  it,  moreover,  highly  desirable  that  the  natural 
activities  of  children  should  be  turned  to  useful  account— that  their  eyes, 
for  example,  should  be  trained  to  recognise  plants  and  insects  that  are  useful 
or  injurious  (as  the  case  may  be)  to  the  agriculturist,  that  their  hands 
should  be  trained  to  some  of  the  practical  dexterities  of  rural  life,  and  not- 
merely  to  the  use  of  pen  and  pencil,  and  that  they  should  be  taught,  when 
circumstances  permit,  how  to  handle  the  simpler  tools  that  are  used  in  thfr 
garden  or  on  the  farm,  before  their  school  life  is  over. 

**The  Board  are  of  opinion  that  one  valuable  means  of  evoking  interest 
in  country  life  is  to  select  for  t^e  object  lessons  of  the  lower  standards- 
subjects  that  have  a  connection  with  the  daily  surroundings  of  the  children, 
and  that  these  lessons  should  lay  the  foundation  of  a  «omewhat  more  com- 
prehensive teaching  of  a  similar  kind  in  the  upper  standards.  But  these 
object  lessons  must  not  be,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  mere  repetitions  of 
descriptions  from  text-books,  nor  a  mechanical  interchange  of  set  questions 
and  answers  between  teacher  and  class.  To  be  of  any  real  use  in  stimulating 
the  intelligence,  the  object  lessons  should  be  the  practising  ground  for 
observation  and  inference,  and  they  should  be  constantly  illustrated  by 
simple  experiments  and  practical  work  in  which  the  children  can  take  part, 
md  whicn  they  can  repeat  for  themselves  at  home  with  their  own  hands. 
Specimens  of  such  courses  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Board  of 
education.  These  may  be  varied  indefinitely  to  suit  the  needs  of  particular 
districts.  They  are  meant  to  be  typical  and  suggestive,  and  teacners,  it  is 
hoped,  will  frame  others  at  their  discretion.  Further,  these  lessons  are 
enhanced  in  value  if  they  are  connected  with  other  subjects  of  study.  The 
object  lesson,  for  example,  and  the  drawing  lesson  may  often  be  associated 
together,  and  the  children  should  be  taught  to  draw  actual  objects  of 
graduated  difficulty,  and  not  merely  to  work  from  copies.  In  this  way  they 
will  gain  a  much  more  real  knowledge  of  common  implements,  fruits,  leaves, 
and  insects  than  if  these  had  been  merely  described  by  the  teacher  or  read 
about  in  a  lesson-book.  Composition  exercises  may  also  be  given — ^after  the 
practical  experiments  and  observations  have  been  made— for  the  purpose  of 
training  the  children  to  express  in  words  both  what  they  have  seen  and  the 
inferences  which  they  draw  from  what  they  have  seen  ;  and  the  children 
should  be  frequently  required  and  helped  to  describe  in  their  exercise  books 
sights  of  familiar  occurrence  in  the  woods  and  in  the  fields.  Problems  in 
arithmetic  connected  with  rural  life  may  also  be  frequently  set  with 
advantage. 

The  Board  of  Education  also  attach  considerable  importance  to  work 
being  done  by  the  elder  scholars  outside  the  school  walls,  whether  such 
work  takes  the  form  of  elementary  mensuration,  of  making  sketch  plans  of 
the  playground  and  the  district  surrounding  the  school,  of  drawing  common 
objects,  of  paying  visits  of  observation  to  woods,  lanes,  ponds,  farms,  and 
other  suitable  places  under  the  guidance  of  the  teacher,  or  of  the  cultivation 
of  a  school  garden. 

**The  teacher  should  as  occasion  offers  take  the  children  out  of  doors  for 
school  walks  at  the  various  seasons  of  the  year,  and  give  simple  lessons  on 
the  spot  about  animals  in  the  fields  and  farmyards,  about  plouffhing  and 
sowing,  about  fruit  trees  and  forest  trees,  about  birds,  insects,  and  flowers, 
and  oUier  objects  of  interest.  The  lessons  thus  learnt  out  of  doors  can  be 
afterwards  carried  forward  in  the  schoolroom  by  reading,  composition, 
pictures,  and  drawing. 

In  this  way,  and  in  various  other  ways  that  teachers  will  discover  for 
themselves,  children  who  are  brought  up  in  village  schools  wiU  learn  to 
onderstand  what  they  see  about  them,  and  to  take  an  intelligent  interest  in 
tiie  various  processes  of  nature.   This  sort  of  teaching  will,  it  is  hoped» 
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directly  tend  to  foster  in  the  children  a  genuine  love  for  the  country  and  for 
country  pursuits. 

It  is  confidently  expected  that  the  child's  intelligence  will  be  so 
quickened  by  the  kind  of  training  that  is  here  suggested  that  he  will  be  able 
to  master,  with  far  greater  ease  than  before,  the  ordinary  subjects  of  the 
school  curriculum." 

It  is  added  that  all  this  is  impossible  unless  the  teacher  is  genuinely 
interested  in  and  well  informed  about  the  occupations  of  country  life," 
and  town  bred  teachers  are  urged  to  familiarise  themselves  with 
country  life.  It  must  be  admitted  that  this  constitutes  one  great 
difficulty  in  the  way. 


Lord  James  of  Hereford   deserves  credit 
Lord  J ames  and     for  the  faithful  way  in  which  he  spoke  to 
Redistribution.     the  Liberal  Union  Club  on  April  6th,  on 
the  subject  of  Parliamentary  representation. 
The  "over-representation"  of  Ireland  is  a  favourite  theme  with 
Unionist  speakers,  who  generally  mean  that  you  shall  diminish  the 
number  of  Irish  members  (by  which  it  is  hoped  to  cut  down  the 
number  of  Nationalist  M.P.'s),  and  that  the  seats  gained  in  this  way 
shall  be  distributed  to  England,  which  it  is  fully  expected  will  have 
the  good  sense  to  return  Unionists.    We  have  often  pointed  out  the 
speciousness  of  this  proposal,  and  now  Lord  James  has  spoken  out  in 
no  uncertain  way.     He  first  insisted  that  if  you  cut  down  Irish 
representation  you  have  to  redistribute  all  round  : — 

The  demand  that  was  thus  made  was  founded  principally  upon  the 
over-representation  of  Ireland.  It  was  pointed  out  that  Ireland  at  the 
present  moment  had  a  larger  proportion  of  members  to  population  than  was 
accorded  to  England,  and  that,  therefore,  those  numbers  should  be 
diminished.  Tlutt  inequality  certainly  existed.  By  a  simple  mathematical 
calculation  it  could  be  shown  that  in  the  House  of  Commons  there  ought  to 
be  one  representative  to  every  9,850  electors,  or  one  to  every  60,657  inhabi- 
tants. The  present  representation  gave  to  England  495  representatives,  to 
Ireland  103,  and  to  Scotland  72.  By  that  means  England,  instead  of  havmg 
a  member  for  9,850  electors,  had  only  a  member  for  10,521  ;  Scotland, 
instead  of  having  a  member  for  9,850,  had  a  representative  for  9,321 ;  and 
Ireland,  instead  of  having  a  member  for  9,850  electors,  had  a  number  for 
exactly  7^000.  As  regarded  population,  while  England  had  only  a  member 
for  64,126  individuals,  Ireland  had  a  member  for  44,034.  Inequality  Uiere- 
fore  existed.  If  readjusted  by  equalising  to  the  unit  of  9,850  electors, 
England  would  have  529  members  instead  of  495,  Ireland  73  instead  of  103, 
and  Scotland  68  instead  of  72.  Thirty  members,  according  to  the  unit  of 
electorate  or  population,  was  the  over-representation  of  Ireland.  It 
appeared  to  many  that  that  represented  a  very  simple  proposition,  and 
that  they  oould  solve  the  problem  of  equal  representation  easfly  enoush  by 
taking  away  the  30  members  from  Ireland  and  doing  something — as  lar  as 
the  proposition  went  he  did  not  quite  know  what— diiferent.  But  he  asked 
them  to  consider  what  the  result  would  be  if  this  demand  for  equalisation 
existed.  They  could  not  take  away  30  members  from  Ireland  by  one  clause 
m  one  Bill.  The  Legislature,  in  order  to  be  consistent,  would  have  to 
appropriate  the  70  remaining  members  to  equal  constituencies  in  Ireland, 
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becaose  they  were  asking  for  equal  representation  for  an  electoral  unit 
or  a  population  unit.  Again,  they  would  have  to  appropriate  the  30  mem- 
ben  to  Great  Britain— to  England  principally.  He  asked  them  to  conceive 
what  the  result  of  this  would  be.  As  Unionists  they  could  not  treat  Ireland 
on  different  lines  from  those  on  which  they  treated  the  United  Kingdom. 
It  was  the  very  foundation  of  their  faith  that  the  three  countries  should 
be  a  united  kingdom.  If  they  equalised  electoral  representation  in  Ireland 
they  would  have  to  equalise  electoral  representation  in  Great  Britain, 
And  when  they  took  members  from  Ireland  and  appropriated  them  to  the 
representation  of  Great  Britain  they  would  have  to  see  that  justice  was 
done  in  carrying  out  the  principle  tliat  they  had  applied  to  Ireland.  If 
they  did  not,  the  Unionist  Government  and  the  Unionist  party,  who  came 
into  existence  in  order  to  support  the  principles  of  the  Union,  would  be 
deviating  from  the  very  kernel  and  essence  of  their  faith.  That  being  so 
they  could  not  make  an  equalisation  between  Ireland,  England,  and  Scotland 
witliout  making  an  equalisation  within  Ireland,  within  England,  and  within 
Scotland.  They  could  not  set  off  one  country  against  another.  The  whole 
country  would  have  to  be  equalised,  and  if  they  did  that  they  would  see  a 
great  and  startling  result.  They  would  have  to  accept  equal  electoral  districts 
—that  was,  equal  representation  of  so  many  people,  either  electors  or 
population." 

Lord  James  a  little  later  on  recalled  the  circumstances  under  which 
Ireland  was  left  with  103  members  by  the  Redistribution  Act  of  1885 
—it  will  be  remembered  that  at  that  time  Sir  Henry  J ames  was  Mr. 
Qladstone's  Attorney-General : — 

**He  took  special  interest  in  the  question  because  it  fell  to  his  lot  to 
prepare,  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  the  Bill  of  1884. 
He  also  had  to  aid  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  who  had,  again  under  Mr.  Gladstone's 
direction,  almost  the  sole  charge  of  the  Redistribution  Bill.  He  did  not 
intend  to  narrate  any  confidential  information  that  he  obtained  at  that  time. 
Be  only  wished  those  now  asking  for  a  great  and  comprehensive  change  in 
the  Constitution  to  see  that  what  they  were  asking  for  was  not  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Liberal  policy  of  remedying  the  changes  brought  about  by 
lapse  of  time.  It  was  an  attempt  to  set  aside  a  positive  contract  made  by 
the  two  parties  of  the  btate,  and  approved  of  almost  unanimously  in  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  The  question  of  the  representation  of  Ireland  was 
A  matter  of  acute  discussion.  It  was  stated  over  and  over  again  in  the  House 
of  Commons  that  a  Redistribution  Bill  had  been  discussed  and  its  leading 
features  had  been  approved  of  by  the  representatives  alike  of  the  Liberal 
and  Conservative  parties.  That  Redistribution  Bill  was  not  framed  with 
l^e  object  of  giving  advantage  to  either  political  party,  and  that  was  the 
only  principle  upon  which  a  Redistribution  Bill  ought  to  be  framed.  Mr. 
Gladstone  pointed  out  that  he  intentionally,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Con- 
servative party,  gave  an  over* representation  from  a  numerical  iK)int  of 
view  to  Ireluid.    In  introducing  the  BiU  in  December,  1884,  he  said  : — 

"  •  We  have  felt  it  difficult  to  say  that  we  will  take  for  our  main  ^uide  the 
population  of  the  several  divisions  of  the  country,  for  we  shall  be  asked,  Why, 
if  you  divide  on  that  principle  between  the  three  kingdoms  do  you  not  divide 
on  the  same  principle  m  those  kingdoms  themselves,  and  thus  obtain  a  perfectly 
equal  application  of  the  arithmetical  principle  on  which  you  proceed  ?  ' 

Although,  no  doubt,  the  population  of  Ireland  had  somewhat  decreased 
since  1884,  yet  he  established  the  principle  that  Ireland,  for  reasons  he 
gave,  should  have  a  representation  of  103.  Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  speaking 
on  behalf  of  the  Conservative  party,  said  : — 
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** '  The  main  principle  upon  which  the  Bill  is  founded  is  that  constituencies 
should  be  so  arranged  that  there  should  be  a  fair  representation  of  the  different 
classes  and  interests  throughout  the  United  Kingdom.' 

When  the  proposition  was  made  by  Sir  John  Hay  that  the  representa- 
tion of  Ireland,  which  in  tho  Bill  stood  at  103,  should  be  reduced  to  90, 
Sir  Stafford  Northcote,  on  the  part  of  the  Conservative  party,  objected  to 
it,  and  only  23  members  of  the  House  of  Commons  voted  for  the  reduction. 
The  unit  which  they  were  dealing  with  in  the  Bill  of  1886  was  54,000  in 
population  and  some  9,400  for  electorate.  Mr.  Gladstone  would  not  dis- 
franchise below  16,000  population,  and  brought  down  the  number  of  elector* 
to  an  uncertain  quantity — below  the  unit  of  9,850.  But  he  gave  a  member 
to  Bury  St.  Edmunds  with  2,181  electors,  to  Durham  with  2,302,  to  Win- 
chester with  2,338,  to  the  Wick  district  with  2,015,  to  thirteen  boroughs 
below  3,000  electors,  and  also  to  Buteshire  with  3,251,  to  Sutherlandshire 
with  2,493,  and  to  Rutlandshire  with  4,285  electors.  If  the  demand  to-day 
for  equal  representation  was  well  fouuded  all  that  legislation  was  wrong. 
Parliament  committed  a  fatal  error,  according  to  the  view  of  those  gentle- 
men who  asked  for  representation  accrirding  to  population,  and  it  was  in 
order  to  reverse  the  arrangement  made  between  the  two  great  parties  of 
the  State,  and  ratified  by  Parliament,  that  this  demand,  founded  mainly 
upon  the  over-representation  of  Ireland,  was  now  put  forward.** 

Then  follows  a  plea  for  the  retention  of  the  small  borough  with  which 
we  confess  to  having  very  little  sympathy,  and  finally  Lord  James 
said : — 

These  were  the  results,  so  far  as  he  could  see,  of  conmiencing  with  this 
small  measure,  as  it  was  called,  of  taking  away  30  members  from  Ireland. 
A  result  lo  be  just  must  be  established  upon  principles  of  policy,  upon  that 
which  was  logical.  Unless  they  refused  to  carry  out  disfranchisement  to  its 
logical  sequence  they  would  be  entering  upon  a  reform — if  it  were  a  reform — 
the  effect  of  which  he  did  not  think  had  yet  been  contemplated  by  those  who 
first  suggested  the  measure.  The  measure  would  be  one  that  would  afford 
opportunity  for  more  political  discussion  than  probably  any  measure  that 
had  ever  been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons.  There  would  be 
enormous  opposition  to  the  Bill,  and  it  would  be  asked,  Where  was  the 
popular  demand  for  it  ?  The  time  might  come  when  some  change  would 
have  to  be  made,  but  they  ought  to  pause  before  they  embarked  upon  a 
change  of  this  kind.  He  wished  those  who  were  asking  for  the  lessenmg  of 
the  Irish  representation,  in  the  hopes  that  it  would  benefit  the  Unionist 
party  against  the  Nationalist  party,  would  inquire  into  what  would  be  the 
certain  result  of  the  measure  if  it  were  carried  out.  There  were  many  and 
grave  objections  to  it— objections  which  were  worthy  of  the  fullest  considera- 
tion. The  alteration  proposed  should  be  made  only  after  the  fullest  con- 
sideration and  only  when  necessity  demanded  it.'* 

It  requires  very  little  prophecy  to  know  that  notliing  more  will  be 
heard  of  a  Redistribution  Bill.  To  replace  so  many  Nationalist  M. P. *s 
by  an  equal  number  of  English  M.P.'s  (a  majority  of  whom  it  is  con- 
fidently calculated  are  sure  to  be  Unionists)  is  one  thing — to  have  a 
Bill  for  equal  electoral  districts  is  quite  another.  Besides,  in  any 
general  scheme  of  redistribution,  it  is  more  than  doubtful  if  the 
Universities  would  be  allowed  to  retain  their  separate  representation 
— which  would,  from  a  party  point  of  view,  be  another  blow  to 
Torjrism. 
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THE  SOUL  MARKET  IN  THE  TIMES, 
[Under  the  Benefices  Act.] 
(CoUecUd  by  the  Liberator.'') 

ADVOWSON  for  SALE,  in  Southern  County.  Health  vacancy 
must  soon  occur.  Small  pop.  Good  neighbourhood.  Income  nearly  £400 
net,  and  good  rectory  and  grounds.  No  agents.  Address  Box  86,  W.  H. 
Smith  &  Son,  186,  Strand,  London.  [April  19th.  ] 

ADVOWISON  for  EXCHANGE,  pretty  agricultural  village,  about 
A  £250,  with  early  possession,  for  more  valuable  one  deferred,  or  nominee 
whose  friends  will  increase  endowment.— A  803,  The  Times  Office,  E.G. 

[April  19th.] 

ESSEX. — For  SALE,  by  private  treaty,  by  the  lay  owner,  the 
ADV'OWSON  of  a  rectory,  pleasantly  situated  within  easy  reach  of 
London.  Present  incumbent  over  80.  Apply  to  F.  J.  Goverdale,  ingatestone, 
Essex.  [Apnl  23rd.] 

ADVOWSON  for  SALE,  with  immediate  possession  and  no  legal 
difficnities.  Income  £400.  Pop.  200.  Fine  rectory  and  ^unds,  in  a 
ehanning  situatiim  in  a  favourite  soutnem  county.  Principals  or  their  solicitors 
only.— Address,  Locum  Tenens,  The  Parsonage,  Newton  Stewart,  N.B. 

[April  17th.] 

ADVOWSON. -Patron  wishes  to  PART  with  it.    Vicar  about  to 
retire.    Parish  charndng  Loudon  suburban  one,  small,  bracing.  Educa- 
tional advantages.— Address,  I,  262,  Shelley's,  38,  Gracechurch  Street,  E.G. 
 [March  15th.] 

BENEFICE    EXCHANGE.  — Country  £800  net.  WANTED, 
London,  Brighton,  or  large  town.    Would  sacrifice. — Address,  Box  672, 
Willing's,  162,  Piccadilly,  W.  [March  6th.] 

ADVOWSON  for  EXCHANGE,  pretty  agricultural  village,  about 
£250,  with  early  possession,  for  more  valuable  one  deferred,  or  nominee 
whofie  friends  will  increase  endowment. — A.803,  The  Tvnes  Office,  E.G. 
  [April  7th.] 

ADVOWSON  for  SALE.  Population  under  250.  Southern  county. 
Healthy.  Near  cathedral  town.  Good  rectory.  Vacancy  must  occur 
within  a  few  months.  Address,  Advt.  Box,  314,  W.  H.  Smith  &  Son,  186, 
Strand,  London. 

rR  Sale,  ADVOWSON  rectory.    Parish  agricultural,  popu- 
lation  under  300 ;  healthy,  near  sea,  south  coast  Cornwall.  Incumbent 
aged.   Apply,  Edward  Boase,  Solicitor,  Penzance.  [December  15th.] 

TOR  SALE,  to  close  a  trust,  a  valuable  ADVOWSON.  Grand 
"  bouse  and  grounds.  Delightful  country.  Apply,  Blackett,  23,  Bedford 
Street,  Strand,  W.C.  [December  21st.] 

ADVOWSON  for  SALE,  by  Private  Treaty,  in  a  western  county 
on  the  borders  of  Wales,  about  five  miles  from  a  market  town  and  two 
mOes  from  a  railway  station.  Net  income  about  £700 ;  population  about  1,000 ; 
good  house  and  40  acres  of  glebe  ;  age  of  incumbent  approaching  60.  Apply 
to  Messrs.  Bridges,  Sawtell  &  Co.,  Solicitors,  23,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C. 
Principals  only  treated  with,  and  references  as  to  character  and  position  will 
be  required.  [January  16th.] 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

LbAD  PoISONINO  in  THB  PoTTRRIKS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Liberal  Magazine. 

Sir, — I  observe,  not  without  surprise,  that  in  the  April  number  of 
the  Liberal  Magazine  you  express  regret  for  having  reproduced  some 
remarks  of  mine  impugning  the  conduct  of  a  magistrate  in  a  recent 
case  under  the  Factory  Acts,  held  in  the  Potteries  district  After 
assuming  that  my  remarks  were  based  upon  a  misconcoption  of  Uie 
real  facts,''  you  assure  the  magistrate  in  question  that  nothing  was 
further  from  your  thoughts  than  to  do  him  an  injustice. 

May  I  be  allowed  to  inform  you  that  the  facts  were  as  stated  by 
me  in  the  House  in  my  speech  of  February  23rd  %  The  magistrate 
refused  to  apply  to  the  firm  the  only  rules  which  were  legally  binding 
on  them,  and  although  the  prosecution  was  instituted  because  only 
four  washhand  basins  were  supplied  for  the  use  of  forty-nine  persons, 
yet  it  was  characterised  by  him  as  **  persecution,  not  prosecution." 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  in  his  reply  to  me  said  that  he  was  inclined  to 
resent  very  strongly  such  language  as  he  (the  magistrate)  used 
towards  my  department." 

On  March  1st  I  asked  what  action  the  authorities  proposed  to  take 
in  the  matter.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley's  reply  was  as  follows  : — "  I  have 
received  the  Chief  Inspector's  Report  on  this  case.  He  has  caused 
Messrs.  Doulton  to  be  warned  that  they  must  provide  without  delay 
tlie  washing  accommodation  required  by  the  special  rules  in  force  in 
their  works.  If  they  fail  to  do  so  further  legal  proceedings  will  be 
taken." 

Under  the  present  special  rules  of  procedure  it  was  open  to  ^lessrs. 
Doulton  to  ask  that  they  might  be  governed  by  the  weaker  rules 
instead  of  by  those  which  they  had  agreed  to  accept  ;  but  whether 
they  have  done  this,  or  consented  to  conform  to  the  rules  which  pro- 
perly apply  to  them,  or  decided  to  resist  them,  and  so  incur  fresh 
proceedings,  the  facts  are  as  I  stated,  that  at  the  time  of  the  prosecu- 
tion they  were  governed  by  special  rules  which  the  magistrate  refused 
to  enforce. 

Having  regard  to  all  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  to  the  Secretary  of 
State's  answer,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  your  quotation  from 
my  speech  has  done  the  magistrate  as  great  an  injustice  as  your 
"  correction  "  has  done  to  me. — I  am,  etc., 

May  3rd,  1900.  H.  J.  Tennant. 

[We  very  much  regret  tliat  last  month  we  inadvertently  used  words 
which  might  be  taken  to  mean  that  Mr.  Tennant  was  a  party  to  our 
correction.  We  gladly  print  Mr.  Tennant's  explanation,  though  he 
will  forgive  us  for  saying  that  his  original  references  to  the  magistrate 
still  seem  to  have  been  too  strongly  worded. — Ed.] 
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BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


{An  asterisk  denotes  that  the  Bill  is  a  Government  Measure.) 


♦Burial  Grounds. 


A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  Burial  Grounds,  prepared 
and  brought  in  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  and  Mr.  Jesse  Collings,  read 
a  first  time  on  March  26th,  and  a  second  on  April  30th. 

The  burial  authority  for  any  burial  ground  is  to  be  able  to  apply 
to  the  Bishop  to  consecrate  any  portion  of  the  burial  ground  approved 
by  the  Home  Secretary.  (At  present  Burial  Boards  mtist  divide  ceme- 
teries into  consecrated  and  unconsecrated.)  If  the  burial  authority 
does  not  apply  to  the  Bishop  the  Home  Secretary  may  do  so,  pro- 
vided that  the  local  facts  warrant  it. 

A  burial  authority  may  erect  at  its  own  cost  on  any  part  of  their 
burial  ground  any  chapel  which  they  consider  necessary  for  the  due 
performance  of  funeral  services,  but  any  chapel  so  erected  is  not  for 
the  future  to  be  consecrated  or  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  any 
denomination. 

A  burial  authority  is,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  the  residents 
within  their  district  belonging  to  any  particular  denomination,  to  be 
able  to  erect  a  chapel  for  funeral  services  according  to  the  rites  of  that 
denomination.  If  the  burial  authority,  on  request  made,  neglect  to 
carry  out  the  work,  the  Home  Secretary  is  empowered  to  direct  that  it 
shall  be  done. 

Subject  to  the  above,  the  obligation  of  a  burial  authority  to  build  a 
chapel  within  the  consecrated  part  of  a  burial  ground  provided  under 
the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879,  is  to  cease. 

The  burial  authority  is  to  make,  subject  to  the  Home  Secretary's 
approval,  a  list  of  fees  for  (1)  minister  and  (2)  sexton. 

Subject  to  the  above,  no  fee  is  to  be  payable  to  any  incumbent  of 
a  parish  in  respect  of  any  right  of  exclusive  burial,  or  the  erection  of 
a  monument,  or  any  other  matter  whatsoever,  in  any  burial  ground 
maintained  by  a  burial  authority,  except  for  services  rendered  by  him, 
and  this  enactment  shall  apply  to  any  such  fee  which  is  by  law  or 
custom  payable  to  the  churchwardens  of  any  parish  or  to  trustees  or 
other  persons  for  any  parochial  purpose,  or  for  the  discharge  of  any 
debt  or  liability,  in  like  manner  as  it  applies  to  fees  payable  to  an 
incumbent. 

Provided  as  follows : — 
'   (1)  Where,  at  the  passing  of  this  Act,  fees  other  than  for  services 


rendered  are  payable  in  respect  of  any  matter  arising  in  any 
burial  ground  attached  to  or  used  for  the  purposes  of  a  parish, 
and  laid  out  and  used  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  like 
fees  shall  continue  to  be  paid  during  the  incumbency  of  the 
person  who,  at  the  passing  of  this  Act^  is  the  incumbent  of 
the  parish,  or  during  a  period  of  ff teen  je&n  from  the  passing 
of  the  Act,  whichever  is  longer. 
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(2)  The  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  may  (at  the  request,  and 
subject  to  the  approval,  of  the  incumbent)  make  a  composi- 
tion for  fees  other  than  those  claimed  for  services  rendered  ; 
this  agreement  to  bind  the  incumbent  and  his  successors. 
The  commutation  money  to  be  applied  by  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners  (a)  to  equitable  compensation  of  existing 
incumbent  and  {b)  next  to  augmentation  to  benefice. 
Thus,  in  new  cemeteries  fees  to  incumbents,  except  for  services 
actually  rendered,  are  abolished. 

Fees  to  clerks  are  abolished  (save  to  the  sexton  for  services 
rendered) ;  clerks  with  vested  interests  to  be  compensated  by  the 
burial  authority. 

Certain  powers  are  transferred  to  the  Local  Government  Board. 
Unconsecrated  ground  which  is  maintained  by  a  burial  authority 
and  set  apart  for  the  purposes  of  burial  is  not  to  be  applied  to  any 
other  purpose  except  by  leave  of  the  Local  Government  Board 

The  incumbent  of  any  ecclesiastical  parish  situate  wholly  or  partly 
within  the  area  for  which  a  burial  ground  is  provided  under  the  Public 
Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879,  is  with  respect  to  his  own  parishioners, 
and  persons  dying  in  his  parish,  to  be  under  the  same  obligation  to 
perform  funeral  services  in  that  burial  ground  as  he  is  to  perform 
funeral  services  in  a  burial  ground  provided  under  the  Burial  Acts, 
and  the  power  of  the  burial  authority  to  appoint  a  chaplain  for  a 
burial  ground  provided  under  the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act, 
1879,  ceases,  and  where  there  is  no  chaplain  for  a  burial  ground  so 
provided,  burials  in  the  consecrated  part  of  the  ground  shall  be 
registered  in  like  manner,  and  subject  to  the  like  provisions  as  burials 
in  the  unconsecrated  part. 

The  Act  to  come  into  operation  on  January  1st,  1901. 

♦Money-lending. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  Persons 
carrying  on  business  as  Money-lenders  brought  from  the  Lords,  March 
23rd,  and  read  a  first  time  on  March  29th. 

The  Court  may  reopen  the  transaction  in  which  money-lenders  are 
involved  when  the  Court  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  interest 
charged  in  respect  of  a  loan  (whether  made  by  one  or  more  advances)— 
Not  exceeding  forty  shillings  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  per  annum  ; 
exceeding  forty  shillings,  but  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  twenty  per 
cent,  per  annum ;  exceeding  ten  pounds,  fifteen  per  cent,  per  annum. 
But  nothing  is  to  affect  the  rights  of  any  bond  fide  assignee  or  holder 
for  value  without  notice. 

A  money-lender  as  defined  by  the  Act — 

(a)  shall  register  himself  as  a  money-lender  in  accordance  with 
regulations  under  this  Act,  at  an  office  provided  for  the 
purpose  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue,  under  his 
own  or  usual  trade  name,  and  in  no  other  name,  and  with  the 
address,  or  all  the  addresses  if  more  than  one,  at  which  he 
carries  on  his  business  of  money  lender;  and 
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(6)  shall  cftrry  on  tho  moDcy-Iending  business  in  his  registered 
name,  and  in  no  other  name  and  under  no  other  description 
and  at  his  registered  address  or  addresses,  and  at  no  other 
address ;  and 

(c)  shall  not  enter  into  any  agreement  with  respect  to  the 

advance  and  repayment  of  money  or  take  any  security  for 
money  otherwise  than  in  his  registered  name ;  and 

(d)  shall  on  reasonable  request,  and  on  tender  of  a  reasonable  sum 

for  expenses,  furnish  the  borrower  witli  a  copy  of  any 
document  relating  to  the  loan  or  any  security  therefor. 

There  are  heavy  penalties  for  non-re;;istration. 

If  any  money-lender,  or  any  manager,  agent,  or  clerk  of  a  money- 
lender, by  any  false,  misleading,  or  deceptive  statement,  representa- 
tion, or  promise,  or  by  any  dishonest  concealment  of  facts,  induces  or 
attempts  to  induce  any  person  to  bon-row  money  or  to  agree  to  the 
terms  on  which  money  is  or  is  to  be  borrowed,  he  is  to  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour, and  liable  to  imprisonment,  with  or  without  hard  labour,  for 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £500,  or  to  both. 

Where  in  any  proceedings  under  section  2  of  the  Betting  and  Loans 
(Infants)  Act,  1892,  it  is  proved  that  the  person  to  whom  the  document 
was  sent  was  an  infant,  the  person  charged  is  to  be  deemed  to  have 
known  that  he  was  an  infant,  unless  he  proves  that  he  had  reasonable 
ground  for  believing  the  infant  to  be  of  full  age. 

The  expression  '*  money-lender "  in  this  Act  is  to  include  every 
person  whose  business  is  that  of  money-lending,  or  who  advertises  or 
announces  himself  or  holds  himself  out  in  any  way  as  carrying  on  that 
business ;  but  is  not  to  include — 

(a)  any  pawnbroker  in  respect  of  business  carried  on  by  him  in 

accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  for  the  time  being 
in  force  in  relation  to  pawnbrokers  ;  or 

(b)  any  registered  society  within  the  meaning  of  the  Friendly 

Societies  Act,  1896,  or  any  society  registered  or  having  rules 
certified  under  sections  two  or  four  of  that  Act ;  or 

(c)  any  body  corporate,  incorporated  or  empowered  (before  the 

passing  of  this  Act),  by  a  special  Act  of  Parliament  to  lend 
money  in  accordance  with  such  special  Act ;  or 

(d)  any  person  bond  fide  carrying  on  the  business  of  banking  or 
insurance  or  any  business  not  having  for  its  primary  object 
the  lending  of  money,  in  the  course  of  which  and  for  the 
purposes  whereof  he  lends  money. 

CoKL  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour  Underground). 

A  Bill  to  prohibit  Child  Labour  Underground  in  Coal  Mines, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (L).  Sir  James  Joicey  (L), 
Sir  Joseph  Pease  (L)  and  Sir  Alfred  Hickman  (C),  read  a  first  time  on 
March  2nd,  and  passed  on  April  2nd. 

A  boy  under  13  is  not  to  be  allowed  to  be  employed  in  any  mine 
below  ground.  The  Act  is  not  to  apply  to  any  boy  lawfully  employed 
bek)w  ground  before  January  1st.,  1900. 
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♦Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland). 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  regarding  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  in 
Scotland,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  the  Lord  Advocate,  Mr.  Balfour, 
and  Mr.  Anstruther,  read  a  first  time  on  February  i5th,  and  a  second 
time  and  committed  to  Standing  Committee  on  Law  on  April  2nd. 

Where  in  any  parish  it  shall  be  necessary  to  impose  an  ecclesiastical 
assessment  which,  according  to  previous  use  and  wont  in  the  parish, 
would  fall  to  be  imposed  according  to  the  valued  rent,  but  which  it 
would  be  competent  to  impose  according  to  the  real  rent,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  valued  rent  heritor  to  request  tho  clerk  to  the  heritors 
to  summon  a  meeting  of  valued  rent  heritors  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  section  twenty-two  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Buildings  and  Glebes 
(Scotland)  Act ;  and  if  at  such  meeting  it  is  resolved  by  a  majority  of 
not  less  than  two-thirds,  in  value  of  valued  rent  heritors,  voting 
personally  or  by  proxy,  that  the  amount  shall  be  imposed  according  to 
the  valued  rent,  then  such  assessment  shall  be  imposed  according  to 
the  valued  rent,  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

When  it  has  been  resolved  to  levy  an  assessment  in  any  parish 
according  to  the  real  rent,  intimation  of  such  resolution  shall  be  made 
to  the  presbytery  of  the  bounds  and  to  the  kirk-session  of  such  parish, 
and  thereafter  a  scheme  showing  the  heritors  proposed  to  be  assessed 
and  the  amount  of  their  respective  assessments  shall  be  made  up,  and 
shall  be  open,  free  of  charge,  to  inspection  by  any  heritor  or  other 
party  interested  for  a  period  of  at  least  thirty  days  at  some  convenient 
place  in  the  parish,  and  intimation  of  the  place  where,  and  the  period 
for  which,  the  scheme  is  to  be  open  to  inspection,  and  the  amoant 
proposed  to  be  levied  on  the  heritor  to  whom  it  is  sent  shall  be  made 
l)y  circular-letter  sent  by  their  clerk  to  all  the  heritors  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  such  period — 

Whenever  any  ecclesiastical  assessment  is  imposed  upon  lands  and 
lieritag'is  in  any  parish  in  Scotland  according  to  the  real  rent  thereof — 

(1)  no  part  of  such  assessment  shall  be  imposed  or  levied  upon 
lands  and  heritages  occupied  solely  as  the  church  and 
accessory  buildings  or  burying-ground  attached,  of  any 
religious  body  in  Scotland,  or  as  the  dwelling-house  with 
offices,  or  garden  or  glebe  land  attached,  of  the  minister  of 
such  church ;  and 

(2)  the  rental  on  which  each  heritor  shall  be  assessed  shall  be  his 

total  rental  within  such  parish  as  appearing  in  the  valuation 
roll  (whether  such  rental  consists  of  one  or  more  subjectsX 
but  subject  to  deduction  of  the  sum  of  Jifty  pounds  when  the 
amount  of  the  deficiency  which  would  be  created  in  the  total 
amount  of  the  assessment  by  allowing  such  deduction  to 
every  heritor  has  been  paid  to  the  collector  of  the  assessment 
by  the  kirk  session  : 
Provided  always — 
(a)  that  no  heritor  who  by  reason  of  any  exemption  or  deduction 
allowed  by  this  section  is  relieved  altogether  from  assessment 
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in  respect  of  the  execution  of  any  work,  shall  be  entitled  at 
any  meeting  of  heritors  to  take  part  in  the  discussion  of,  or 
to  vote  upon,  any  question  concerning  any  plans  for  or 
the  execution  of  the  said  work,  or  the  defraying  of  the 
expenses  of  the  same. 
In  this  Act,  except  where  inconsistent  with  the  context,  expressions 
have  the  meaning  attached  to  them  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Buildings  and 
Glebes  (Scotland)  Act.    The  expression     ecclesiastical  assessment'' 
means  an  assessment  for  any  of  the  purposes  mentioned  in  section 
twenty  three  of  the  said  Act.    The  expression  "  valued  rent  heritor  " 
means  a  heritor  liable  to  contribute  to  ecclesiastical  assessments  where 
the  same  are  imposed  according  to  the  valued  rent.    The  expression 
**  real  rent  heritor means  a  heritor  liable  to  contribute  to  eccle- 
siastical assessments  where  the  same  are  imposed  according  to  the 
real  rent. 

♦Poor  Removal. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Removal  of  "Paupers  from 
England  to  Ireland.  Prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell^ 
Mr.  Chaplin,  and  Mr.  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  and  read  a  first 
time  on  April  9th. 

A  person  who  has  resided  continuously  for  five  years  in  England  is 
not  to  be  removable  to  Ireland  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the  relief  of 
the  poor. 

In  cases  where  under  the  Acts  relating  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  a 
pauper  is  removable  from  England  to  Ireland,  boards  of  guardians 
may  make  and  give  effect  to  agreements  that  the  pauper^  instead  of 
being  removed,  shall  be  maintained  by  the  board  of  guardians  of  the 
poor  law  anion  from  which  he  is  removable  at  the  expense  of  the 
board  of  guardians  of  the  union  to  which,  if  removed,  he  would  be 
chargeable  ;  and  such  agreements  may  be  entered  into  whether  applica- 
tion for  a  warrant  of  removal  has  been  made  or  not. 

Cheap  Trains. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883,  prepared  and  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Schwann  (L),  Mr.  Lough  (L),  Mr.  John  Burns  (L),  Sir 
Frederick  Dixon  Hartland  (C),  and  Mr.  John  ^rigg  (L),  and  read  a 
first  time  on  February  2nd. 

It  has  been  decided  by  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  in  a 
reference  between  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  and  the 
London  Reform  Union,  that  a  sufficient  service  of  workmen's  trains 
is  provided  if  the  service  is  sufficient  for  the  workmen  now  living  along 
the  line,  even  if  the  congestion  in  the  central  districts,  and  the 
experience  of  districts  served  by  another  company  giving  a  better 
service,  show  that  more  workmen  would  live  along  the  railway 
which  is  the  subject  of  inquiry,  if  facilities  were  offered.  The  object 
of  the  first  clause  is  to  so  alter  the  law  in  the  case  of  large  towns  as  to 
make  it  possible  to  level  up  the  service  to  that  given  by  the  best  com- 
panies, and  thus  make  available  a  wider  area  of  residence  of  work- 
men. 
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Clause  2  removes  a  doubt  as  to  the  present  powers  under  the 
€heap  Trains  Act,  1883. 

Under  section  2  of  the  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1894,  the 
Commissioners  cannot  give  applicants  their  costs  unless  they  are  of 
opinion  that  the  defence  has  been  frivolous  and  vexatious.  The 
reference  to  the  Commissioners  under  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883, 
is  by  way  of  appeal  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  clause  3  proposes 
to  enact  that  the  unsuccessful  appellant  shall  pay  the  costs  of  the 
reference. 

Clause  4  enables  local  authorities  to  make  applications  for 
workmen's  trains  as  they  can  now  do  for  other  facilities. 


From  the  Times,  April  VJth,  1900. 

Mr.  Ohanning,  in  agreeing  to  my  test  of  an  honest  Opposition, 
says  that  it  is  not  well  *  to  have  an  obviously  insincere  alliance 
between  incompatible  views  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  one  set  of 
men  at  the  expense  of  another.' 

"  I  think,  then,  that  he  ought  to  agree  also  with  my  conclusion, 
that,  in  Burke's  sense  of  the  words,  there  is  at  present  no  Liberal 
Opposition  and  no  Liberal  party." 


The  way  in  which  Professors  complacently  prove  to  their  own 
satisfaction  that  what  they  desire  exists  or  does  not  exist,  as  the 
case  may  be^  is  exceedingly  diverting. 


From  the  Birmingham  Daily  Gazette,  April  20th,  1900. 

"  It  is  impossible  to  ignore  the  almost  universal  note  of  dis- 
approval of  the  publication  of  Lord  Roberts's  criticisms  on  Sir 
Redvers  BuUer  and  Sir  Charles  Warren.  It  is  not  clear  who  is 
responsible  for  the  publication.  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  as 
Secretary  of  State,  could  have  done  it  of  his  own  initiative,  but  it 
is  thought  that  he  ought  first  to  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the 
Cabinet.  The  proper  course  would  have  been  to  consider  privately 
the  despatch  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  have  taken  on  it  such 
action  as  was  deemed  necessary  without  taking  the  public  into  the 
confidence  of  the  War  Office.  When  Lord  Roberts's  severe  com- 
ments on  General  Gat^cre  were  published  it  was  alleged  to  have 
been  by  mistake.  Is  another  mistake  responsible  for  the  present 
publication  ?  " 

Even  the  Government's  strongest  supporters  find  it  hard  to  defend 
the  indefensible. 
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POINTS   FROM  SPEECHES. 


Mr.  Walter  Long.  HoU,  April  2ath,  1900. 

**They  were  told  that,  having  published  the  despatches,  they 
were  bound  to  deal  with  the  general  affected.  To  that  statement 
he  had  two  answers.  First,  he  would  ask,  Were  they  to  dismiss 
every  general  the  moment  he  made  a  mistake,  even  if  that  mistake 
was  a  costly  one  ?'* 

From  the  Times,  AyrU  21st,  1900. 
But  need  the  Government  publish  the  despatch  announcing  the 
mistake,  unless  they  intend  to  punish  the  man  who  made  it  1  Otherwise 
the  sole  efiect  is  to  discredit  him  if  he  is  still  retained  in  command. 


Mi.  Alderman  Packard.  Ipswicli,  April  25th,  1900. 

He  remarked  that  the  House  of  Lords  was  the  great  bulwark 
of  their  Constitution,  and  it  stood  between  them  and  irresponsible 
legislation.  Lately  they  had  seen  that  the  patriotism  of  this  c  'Untry 
was  not  confined  to  the  people  or  to  the  House  of  Commons,  but 
wan  exhibited  above  all  in  the  House  of  Lords.  Had  they  not 
fighting  for  them  in  South  Africa  no  less  than  four  dukes,  and  he 
could  not  tell  how  many  other  members  of  the  House  of  Peers  ? 
In  addition,  there  were  forty  or  fifty  heiirs  or  heirs-presumptive  to 
the  peerage  fighting  for  the  British  flag.  The  House  of  Lords  and 
the  nobility  were,  therefore,  taking  their  fair  share  of  the  responsi- 
bilities falling  upon  them," 

From  the  Ipswich  Evbnino  Stab,  April  26th,  1900 

The  snrprise  of  the  worthy  alderman  at  the  patriotism  of  the 
dukes  is  distinctly  amusing.  But  we  doubt  if  they  would  exactly 
relish  it. 


fir  John  Stirling-Maxwell,  Bt.,  M.P.  Glasgow,  April  27th,  1900. 

He  would  not  discuss  the  long  train  of  afiairs  which  led  up  to 
the  situation  of  October,  btU  he  felt  bomid  to  my  that  he  ivcls  iwt  one 
of  those  who  thought  that  that  sitwUioit  loos  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  arrangements  tohich  toere  made  in  1880  and  1881.  Without 
those  arrangements,  by  which  the  Transvaal  received  back  its 
independence  from  this  country,  that  state  of  affairs  could  not  have 
arisen,  because  the  Boers  could  not  have  got  their  armaments 
together.  It  teas  qnite  possible  that,  if  successive  Oooemments  had 
made  vp  their  mitias  strictly  to  keep  the  Boers  to  their  bargain  under 
tiie  fammis  Convention^  we  might  hate  kept  that  supremacy  which  toe 
ottght  all  al<yng  to  have  had,  aivdfor  which  we  toere  now  fighting.  But 
he  wished  to  point  out  that  if  toe  owed  the  present  sittuition  not  to  the 
arrangements  after  Majuba,  which  he  for  one  thought  unwise,  but 
which  others  presrnt  might  consider  judicious,  at  all  events  every 
Oovemment  since  that  time  teas  to  blame  for  aUowii^  the  accumulation 
of  armaments  by  the  Boer  BeptMics." 

From  the  Glasoow  Herald,  Api-U  28^  1900. 

It  is  quite  refreshing  to  find  a  Tory  who  does  not  say  that  the  war 
is  inevitable*'  because  the  Transvaal  was  handed  back  to  the  Boers 
in  1881. 
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Sir  F.  S.  Powell,  M.P.  York,  April  26Ui,  190CL 

**  Though  a  supporter  of  the  Government,  he  did  not  loee 
thereby  his  right  of  private  judgment,  and  he  desired  in  the  most 
public  manner  to  say  that  he  regarded  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Bill  with  the  greatest  alarm  and  appre- 
hension. The  clause  which  was  known  as  the  double  shift  clause 
was  pregnant  with  the  greatest  danger  to  the  security  and  the  safety 
which  the  factory  laws  now  gave  to  the  working  classes.  He  could 
not  express  in  sufficiently  strong  terms  his  regret  that  such  pro- 
posals had  ever  been  placed  in  a  Bill  advanced  by  a  Conservative 
Government.  He  hoped  the  Government  would  withdraw  the 
Bill  for  the  present,  and  introduce  in  a  future  session  such  parts 
of  it  as  were  wortty  to  be  placed  on  the  Statute  Book,  and  thus 
relieve  supporters  of  the  present  Government  from  the  painful 
difficulty  in  which  they  were  now  placed  of  having  to  oppose  a 
measure,  many  parts  of  which  they  believed  to  be  dangerous  and 
prejudicial  to  the  working  classes  of  this  country." 

From  the  Torksuire  Post,  AprU  27thy  1900L 
This  is  strong  language — from  a  very  strong  Tory. 


Mr.  F.  £.  Muntz.  Bngby,  April  30th,  1900. 

As  a  landlord  he  thought  it  very  just  and  proper  that  tenants' 
rights  should  be  considered,  but  he  hardly  saw  the  necessity  for 
this  {Agricultural  Holdings)  Bill.  He  could  conceive  that  it  might 
be  necessary  where  they  had  bad  landlords  and  bad  tenants,  but 
he  could  not  himself  conceive  such  a  thing  as  a  landlord  wanting 
to  raise  ^he  rent  upon  improvements  made  by  his  tenant." 

From  the  Bibminohah  Gazette,  May  1st,  1900.. 

Mr.  Muntz  may  not  be  able  to  conceive  of  such  a  thing,  bat  it 
often  happens — with  farmers,  as  well  as  with  tradesmen  in  towns. 


Mr.  Ernest  Flower,  M.P.  Bradford,  April  30tli,  1900. 

*'The  last  Radical  Government  was  defeated  on  a  question  of 
national  defence.  But  in  this  matter,  he  added,  the  Unionist 
Government  must  do  penance  in  a  white  sheet.  It  had  been  pledged 
to  reform  the  laches  of  previous  Governments  in  regard  to  the 
War  Office,  and  it  had  appointed  a  Committee  of  National  Defence. 
What  could  be  said  in  reply  to  the  record  of  checks  and  failures,  of 
the  damning  reports  sent  home  of  the  proceedings  of  our  generals 
at  the  front,  and  of  the  notorious  want  of  adequate  machinery  for 
carrying  on  the  war,  the  lack  of  re-mounts,  and  sending  out  of 
unsuitable  troops  ?  It  was  of  no  use  to  blink  at,  to  minimise,  or  to 
ignore  the  gravity  of  the  question.*' 

From  the  Yorkshibb  Post,  May  lat,  1900. 

We  thought  that  the  cordite  curses  would  come  home  to  roost. 
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J  Final  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 

NDIAK  ^Y^Q  Administration  of  the   Expenditure  of 

EiPBNDiTDBE.  [Cd.  131.]   Price  Is.  7d. 

A  Royal  Commission  was  appointed  in  May,  1895,  to  inquire  into 
the  military  and  civil  expenditure  of  India,  and  the  apportionment  of 
diarge  between  the  Governments  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  India 
for  purposes  in  which  both  are  interested.  A  report  has  just  been 
issued  prepared  by  Lord  Wei  by,  and  signed  by  the  great  majority  of 
the  Commissioners,  and,  as  is  now  apparently  the  invariable  rule  in  all 
Royal  Commissions,  it  is  accompanied  by  a  minority  report  signed  by 
Sir  W.  Wedderbum,  M.R,  Mr.  W.  S.  Caine  and  Mr.  D.  Naoroji. 

The  majority  report  traverses  the  whole  field  of  expenditure,  and 
mach  of  its  preliminary  matter  is  concerned  with  departmental  ques- 
tioDS  such  as  Financial  Control,  Audit,  the  Management  of  the  Debt, 
and  the  methods  of  account  adopted  in  the  revenue-earning  depart- 
ments (the  Railways,  Post  and  Telegraphs).  The  questions  of  more 
interest  to  the  general  public  are — (i.)  the  cost  of  the  civil  service,  (ii.) 
the  charge  for  defence  and  foreign  affairs  and  their  apportionment 
between  India  and  the  ITnited  Kingdom,  (iii.)  Military  and  Naval 
Charges,  (iv.)  the  employment  of  Indian  troops  out  of  India. 

(i.)  The  Cost  of  Civil  AdmtnistrcUion, — The  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  it  cannot  fairly  be  charged  that  the  Government  of  India  is 
conducted  on  an  extravagant  scale,  or  that  the  salaries,  pensions  and 
hrbughs  allowed  to  its  officials  are  excessive,  but  they  suggest 
incidentally  that  an  actuarial  investigation  should  be  made  as  to  the 
future  maximum  and  the  present  normal  cost  of  the  allowance  made 
to  ancovenanted  Civil  servants. 

(m.)  Defence  <md  Foreign  Affairs, — The  Commissioners  recommend 
Uiat  the  Imperial  Gk>vernment  should  contribute  to  India  an  annual 
sum  of  £50,000  in  respect  of  the  departmental  expenses  of  the  India 
office,  and  should  share  with  India  the  military  expenses  of  Aden,  and 
the  expenses  of  the  Persian  mission,  and  that  the  present  contributions 
to  the  China  Diplomatic  and  Consular  establishments  and  the  various 
joint  subsidies  made  by  the  two  Governments  should  be  maintained  in 
their  existing  proportitions. 

(iii.)  Military/  and  Naval  Charges. — The  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  the  short  service  system  will  eventually  result  in  a 
saving  to  India,  and  consider  that  the  time  has  not  yet  come  for  a 
refision.of  the  capitation  grant.  In  five  or  six  years,  however,  a 
general  revision  might  take  place.  Complaints  have  been  made  by  the 
Indian  Government  as  to  the  contribution  required  from  India  for  the 
maintenanoe  of  the  special  squadron  detached  for  service  in  Indian 
waters,  and  also  as  to  the  conditions  on  which  these  vessels  are 
lappUed,  but  the  Commissioners  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  these 
complaints  are  not  well  founded. 
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The  Indian  Government  addressed  a  memorandum  to  the  CommiB- 
sion  in  which  an  appeal  was  made  for  liberal  treatment  on  certain 
specific  grounds.    These  grounds  are  summarised  as  follows : — 

1.  The  cost  of  recruiting  is  excessive,  and  short  service  has  increased  the 
cost  of  transport  and  entailed  a  charfi^e  for  deferred  pay. 

2.  India  is  used  more  as  a  reserve  for  England  than  England  is  for  India. 

3.  India  frequently  pays  the  charges  of  its  own  troops  used  for  English 


4.  India  is  a  good  training  ground  for  the  English  Army. 

5.  India  provides  a  large  army  to  maintain  British  supremacy  in  the  Sast. 

6.  The  abolition  of  purchase  has  increased  the  pensions  of  officers. 

7.  A  different  organisation  of  force  is  needed  in  the  United  Kingdom 
and  India  ;  there  can,  therefore,  be  no  true  partnership  between  them. 

8.  The  pensions  to  European  officers  and  soldiers  out  of  Indian  reveaaes 
are  spent  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  only  grounds  here  stated  which  the  Commissioners  admit  to 
have  any  real  force  are  those  numbered  2  or  3,  and  for  these  they 
suggest  that  special  arrangements  should  be  made.  They  admit,  how- 
ever, that  that  the  expenses  of  recruiting  at  home  put  India  to  a  heavy 
expense  in  bringing  out  yearly  a  larger  number  of  recruits  than  would 
be  necessary  if  soldiers  remained  longer  with  the  colours  at  home,  and 
they  think  that  pending  the  revision  of  the  capitation  rate  the  United 
Kingdom  might  undertake  half  the  cost  of  the  transport  of  troops  to 
and  from  India. 

(iv.)  The  Emploifment  of  Indicm  Troops  out  of  India, — ^This  is 
undoubtedly  the  question  of  most  practical  interest  with  which  the 
Beport  deals.  The  Commissioners  say  emphatically  that  it  is  clearly 
for  the  public  interest  both  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  India.  Th'"" 
approve  of  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Balfour  tH 
differences  between  the  two  Governments  should  be  settled  as  they 
arise  by  some  tribunal  of  arbitration,  but  they  point  out  that  the  work 
of  such  a  tribunal  would  be  one  of  mediation  only,  and  that  what  is 
needed  is  the  definition  of  certain  guiding  general  principles.  With 
this  end  in  view  they  suggest  the  following  heads  of  a  Tressary 
minute : — 

1.  That  India  has  not  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  the  employ- 
ment of  forces  in  Europe  ;  in  Africa,  west  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  in 
Asia,  east  of  China. 

2.  That  India  has  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  keeping  open  the 
Suez  Canal,  and  in  the  maintenance  of  order  and  established  government  in 
Egypt,  so  far  as  the  security  of  the  Suez  Canal  is  affected  thereby.  This 
interest  might  extend  to  the  coasts  of  the  Red  Sea  only  so  far  as  to  main- 
tain the  inviolability  of  that  shore,  but  not  to  the  Soudan,  or  further  exten- 
sions of  Egypt  up  the  Valley  of  the  Nile  or  its  affluents. 

3.  That  India  may  have  a  modified  interest  in  questions  affecting  the 
East  Coast  of  Africa  as  far  as  Zanzibar,  and  the  African  islands  in  the  Indian 
Ocean,  except  Madagascar. 

4.  That  India  has  no  direct  or  substantial  interest  in  the  African  coast 
south  of  Zanzibar. 

5.  That  India  has  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  questions  affecting 
Persia,  the  coast  and  islands  of  Arabia,  and  of  the  Persian  Gulf. 
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6.  That  India  has  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  questions  affecting 
If^anistan  and  that  part  of  Central  Asia  which  is  adjacent  to  the  borders 
){ India  or  Afghanistan. 

7.  That  India  hat  sole  interest  in  punitive  expeditions  on  her  borders. 

8.  That  India  has  a  direct  and  substantial  interest  in  questions  affecting 
Siam. 

9.  That  India  has  a  modified  interest  in  questions  affecting  China  and 
iie  Malay  Peninsula. 

10.  That  India  has  no  direct  or  substantial  interest  in  Japan,  or  countries- 
yr  islands  east  and  south  of  China. 

11 .  That  special  cases  may  arise  giving  to  India  a  direct  and  substantial 
Interest  in  questions  connected  with  Europe  or  other  terrirories  in  which 
the  minute  declares  her  to  have,  as  a  general  rule,  no  interest. 

12.  That  in  every  case  where  the  two  Qovemments  are  not  agreed,  no 
contribution  should  be  made  by  India  until  the  sanction  of  Parliament  haa 
been  obtained. 

Disputed  questions  arising  within  these  principles  should  be  referred 
to  a  committee  of  four,  two  nominated  by  the  Imperial,  two  by  the^ 
Indian  Gk>vernment,  with  a  chairman  chosen  by  themselves. 

The  MinorUy  R^xyrt. — The  Minority  Commissioners  take  an  alto- 
gether wider  view  of  the  question  referred  to  them.  Instead  of 
merely  treating  the  United  Kingdom  and  India  as  abstract  financial 
entities,  and  considering  their  mutual  obligations,  they  regard  them- 
selves a  Court  to  inquire  (in  the  words  used  by  the  Indian  Secretary 
in  the  House  of  Commons  in  August,  1894),  "whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  India,  with  all  its  machinery,  as  then  existing  in  India,  had, 
or  had  not,  promoted  the  general  prosperity  of  the  people  in  its  charge, 
and  whether  India  was  better  or  worse  off  by  being  a  province  of  the- 
^^tish  Crown."    They  proceed  accordingly  to  make  a  number  of  bold 

f  very  comprehensive  suggestions,  the  most  important  of  which  are 
ae»  follows : — 

(1)  That  the  Indian  Budget  and  the  general  financial  condition  of 

India  should  be  considered  and  reported  on  in  detail  by  a 
select  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

(2)  That  there  should  be  an  increase  of  the  powers  and  numbers 

of  the  native  representatives  on  the  councils  of  the  Viceroy 
and  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  there  should  be  at  least 
one  native  Indian  on  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Viceroy. 

(3)  That  the  old  custom  which  existed  in  the  time  of  the  East 

India  Company  should  be  revised,  and  that  every  twenty 
years  a  Parliamentary  inquiry  should  be  held  into  the  whole 
administration  of  India. 

(4)  That  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  Imperial  Act  of 

1833,  and  the  Queen's  proclamation  of  1858,  native  Indians 
should  be  freely  employed  in  the  Civil  Service,  that  all 
salaries  should  be  scaled  down  to  their  market  value,  and 
that  where  it  is  necessary  to  employ  European  agency,  the 
person  employed  should  receive  a  definite  yearly  allowance 
as  **  compensation  for  exile,"  payable  in  sterling,  his  ordi- 
nary 8aliu*y  being  payable  in  Indian  currency  without  any 
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allowance  for  exchange  and  that  appointments  should  as 
far  as  possible  be  filled  by  persons  who  do  not  require 
**  compensation  for  exile." 
(5)  That  the  maintenance  of  Imperial  rule  in  India  being  "an 
Imperial  interest,"  the  expenses  of  persons  employed  in 
maintaining  it  should  in  part  fall  upon  the  Imperial 
exchequer. 

{6)  That  the  whole  primary  cost  of  wars  carried  on  beyond  the 
frontier  of  1858  should  be  borne  by  the  Imperial  Exchequer, 
India  making  a  subsequent  contribution  in  proportion  to 
any  benefits  that  may  have  accrued  to  her. 

(7)  That,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  present  war  has  shown  that 

the  European  garrison  of  India  can  be  safely  reduced 
by  some  15,000  men,  India  should  be  relieved  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  20,000  of  the  present  European  force 
of  75,000. 

(8)  That  the  capitation  grant  of  £7  10s.,  for  the  training  of 

European  recruits  should  be  equally  divided  between  the 
Indian  and  Imperial  Exchequers,  and  that  naval  expense  in 
Indian  waters  should  also  be  "  fairly  "  divided. 

(9)  That  the  tribunal  to  settle  disputes  as  to  the  apportionment 
of  burdens  between  the  two  Governments  should  be  the 
Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  with  an  Indian 
Judge  included,  and,  if  necessary,  a  financial  assessor. 

(10)  That  one  representative  from  each  of  the  Presidencies  of 
Bengal,  Madras  and  Bombay  would  be  found  of  great  practical 
value  in  the  House  of  Commons,  while  such  a  concession 
would  give  profound  satisfaction  to  public  opinion  in  India. 


Correspondence  respecting  Slavery  and  the 
Slavery  in  Slave  Trade  in  East  Africa  and  the  Islands  of 
Zanzibar.  Zanzibar  and  Pemba.    Africa.    Ko  3.  1900. 

Price  3d. 

A  further  batch  of  papers  has  been  issued  dealing  with  the  question 
of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  on  the  E^t  Coast  of  Africa.  They 
contain  the  report  of  a  clever  capture  of  slaves  concealed  in  a  dhow  in 
Zanzibar  harbour^  and  another  report  of  the  wreck  of  a  slave-dhow 
near  Wasir,  and  of  the  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  the  kidnapping 
■  of  the  slaves  and  of  the  punishment  of  the  offenders. 

The  chief  question,  however,  to  which  they  refer  is  a  difficulty 
which  arose  between  the  British  Agent  at  Zanzibar  and  the  Friends' 
Industrial  Mission  as  to  the  interpretation  of  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
Decree  issued  by  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  in  April,  1897,  abolishing  the 
legal  status  of  slavery. 

The  difficulty  arose  in  the  Island  of  Pemba.  A  circuit  court  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  decree  was  periodically 
held  under  the  presidency  of  Archdeacon  Furber,  and  slaves  who  pre- 
.  sen  ted  themselves  and  gave  the  names  of  their  masters  and  satisfactory 
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proof  of  their  identity  were  liberated  in  considerable  numbers.  They 
had  only  to  say  what  they  were  going  to  do  and  on  whose  shamba  they 
had  obtained  permission  to  settle. 

To  continue  in  the  words  of  Archdeacon  Furber  : — 

Shortly  afterwards  vagrancy  increased  greatly,  and  crimes  result- 
ing from  vagrancy,  such  as  theft,  burglary,  violent  assaults, 
and  even  murder.  Complaints  were  brought  before  me  daily, 
and  many  shamba  proprietors  made  a  formal  appeal  to  the 
Government  for  help  and  protection.  It  was  then  found  on 
inquiry  that  these  disturbers  of  the  peace  were  the  slaves 
that  had  been  freed  in  March,  who  had  made  no  attempt  to 
get  work  and  a  settled  domicile,  and  that  about  60  per  cenU 
had  falsely  stated  that  they  had  found  a  new  home.  It  was 
therefore  found  necessary  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the 
shamba  owners,  but  also  for  the  good  of  the  freed  slaves 
themselves  to  put  in  force  the  Article  in  the  Supplementary 
Decree  of  the  Sultan,  'That  any  person  whose  right  to 
freedom  shall  have  been  formally  recognised  .  .  .  shall 
be  bound,  on  pain  of  being  declared  a  vagrant,  to  show  that 
he  possesses  a  regular  domicile  and  means  of  subsistence.' 
And  to  make  this  effective,  notice  was  given  that  all  slaves, 
when  they  are  freed,  must  bring  with  them  the  person  on 
whose  land  they  have  obtained  permission  to  settle,  or  if  he 
is  unable  to  come  someone  in  his  place  or  even  a  letter 
only." 

Mr.  Herbert  Armitage,  of  the  Friends'  Industrial  Mission,  in  a 
letter  dated  June  3rd,  1899,  protested  that  not  only  were  these  new 
relations  absolutely  unwarranted  by  the  terms  of  the  article  referred 
to,  but  that  they  imposed  a  serious  obstacle  in  the  way  of  a  slave 
obtaining  a  declaration  of  his  freedom,  that  it  was  in  many 
cases  impossible  for  a  slave  to  bring  his  future  employer  into  court,  and 
itill  more  difficult  to  make  the  employer  undertake  to  be  responsible 
for  his  future  welfare.  He  cited  particular  cases  within  his  own  know- 
ledge, and  urged  that  such  cases  were  far  more  likely  to  lapse  into 
▼agrancy  than  slaves  who  had  once  obtained  their  medal  of  freedom,  and 
could  be  safely  employed.  Mr.  Cave,  the  British  Agent,  in  his  reply  (June 
29th),  maintained  that  **  the  intention  of  the  words  was  evidently  to 
give  the  Court  a  discretionary  power  to  temporarily  withhold  a  man's 
freedom  until,  by  producing  evidence  of  his  ability  and  desire  to  settle 
down  and  earn  his  own  living,  he  can  prove  that  he  is  not,  and  is 
not  likely  to  become,  a  vagrant."  Archdeacon  Furber,  who  supported 
the  interpretation,  also  defended  the  policy  of  the  rule,  and  said  that 
it  produced  no  practical  hardship,  as  the  state  of  the  labour  market 
WM  such  that  the  purlieus  of  the  court  were  thronged  with  employers 
ftuxious  to  engage  emancipated  slaves. 

The  Friends'  Industrial  Mission  thereupon  brought  the  matter  before 
the  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Society,  who  brought  the  matter 
before  Lord  Salisbury.  Lord  Salisbury  at  once  declared  that  the 
interpretation  contended  for  by  the  Consular  officials  was  absolutely 
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untenable.  He  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Cave  (Nov.  10th):  *'It  is  understood 
that  Article  4  of  the  decree  refers  to  the  period  after  freedom  has  been 
granted.  .  .  .  Any  cases  should  be  heard  promptly  which  have 
been  decided  on  the  other  interpretation."  The  British  offidab 
promptly  gave  effect  to  this  intimation ;  due  apologies  were  offered  to 
the  Friends'  Industrial  Mission,  and  the  incident  closed. 


Correspondence  with  the  United  States 
The  "  Open  Door  "  Government  respecting  Foreign  Trade  in  China. 
IN  China.  (China,  No.  2,  1900). 

Mr.  Hay,  the  American  Minister,  hat 
succeeded  in  getting  the  interested  Powers  to  agree  to  bind  themselves 
to  maintain  the  "  open  door "  in  China.  The  objects  aimed  at  were 
described  in  a  letter,  dated  September  22nd,  1899,  from  Mr.  Choate 
(the  American  Ambassador)  to  Lord  Salisbury  : — 

He  (Mr,  Hay)  understands  it  to  be  the  settled  policy  and  purpose  of 
Great  Britain  not  to  use  any  privileges  which  may  be  granted  to  it  in  China 
as  a  means  of  excluding  any  commercial  rivals,  and  that  freedom  of  trade 
for  it  in  that  Empire  means  freedom  of  trade  for  all  the  world  alike.  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  while  conceding,  by  formal  agreements  with 
Germany  and  Russia,  the  possession  of  *  spheres  of  influence  or  interest ' 
in  China,  in  which  they  are  to  enjoy  special  rights  and  privileges,  particu- 
larly in  respect  to  railroads  and  mining  enterprises,  has,  at  the  same  time, 
sought  to  maintain  what  is  commonly  called  the  *  open  door '  policy,  to 
secure  to  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  all  nations  equality  of  treatment 
within  such  *  spheres.'  The  maintenance  of  this  policy  is  alike  urgently 
demanded  by  the  commercial  communities  of  our  two  nations,  as  itis  justlj 
held  by  them  to  be  the  only  one  which  will  improve  existing  condiUoDa, 
enable  them  to  maintain  their  positi  ^ns  in  the  markets  of  China,  and  extend 
their  future  operations. 

*"  While  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  in  no  way  commit 
itself  to  any  recognition  of  exclusive  rights  of  any  power  within,  or  control 
over  any  portion  of  the  Chinese  Empire,  under  such  Agreements  as  ha^e 
been  recently  made,  it  cannot  conceal  its  apprehensions  that  there  is  danger 
of  complications  arising  between  the  Treaty  Powers  which  may  imperil  the 
rights  insured  to  the  United  States  by  its  Treaties  with  China. 

It  is  the  sincere  desire  of  my  Grovemment  that  the  interests  of  its 
citizens  may  not  be  prejudiced  through  exclusive  treatment  by  any  of  the 
controlling  Powers  within  their  respective  *  spheres  of  interest '  in  China, 
and  it  hopes  to  retain  there  an  open  market  for  all  the  world's  commerce, 
remove  dangerous  sources  of  international  irritation,  and  thereby  hasten 
united  action  of  the  Powers  at  Peking  to  promote  administrative  reforms,  so 
greatly  needed  for  strengthening  the  Imperial  Government  and  maintaining 
the  integrity  of , China,  in  which  it  believes  the  whole  Western  world  is  alike 
concerned.  It>  believes  that  such  a  result  may  be  greatly  aided  and  advanced 
by  declarations  by  the  various  Powers  claiming  *  spheres  of  interest '  in 
China  as  to  their  intentions  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of  foreign  trade  and 
commerce  therein,  and  that  the  present  is  a  very  favourable  moment  for 
informing  her  Majesty's  Government  of  the  desire  of  the  United  States  to 
have  it  make  on  its  own  part,  and  to  lend  its  powerful  support  in  the  effort 
to  obtain  from  each  of  the  various  Powers  claiming  *  spheres  of  interest  * 
in  China,  a  declaration  substantially  to  the  following  effect : — 

1.  That  it  will  in  nowise  interfere  with  any  Treaty  port  or  any  vested 
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inteMt  within  any  so-called  '  sphere  of  interest '  or  leased  territory  it 
may  haTe  in  China. 

"  2.  That  the  Chinese  Treaty  Tariff  of  the  time  being  shall  apply  to  all 
merchandise*  landed  or  shipped  to  all  such  ports  as  are  within  such  '  sphere 
of  interest  *  (unless  they  be  *  free  ports ')  no  matter  to  what  nationality  it 
may  belong,  and  that  duties  so  leviable  shall  be  coUected  by  the  Chinese 
GoTemment. 

**  3.  That  it  wiU  levy  no  higher  harbour  dues  on  vessels  of  another 
nationality  frequenting  any  port  in  such  *  sphere  '  than  shall  be  levied  on 
vessels  of  its  own  nationality — and  no  hisher  railroad  charges  over  lines 
built,  controlled,  or  operated  within  its  *  sphere  *  on  merchandise  belonging 
to  citizens  or  subjects  of  other  nationalties  transported  through  such 
*  spheres  '  than  shall  be  levied  on  similar  merchandise  belonging  to  its  own 
i^uonality,  transported  over  equal  distances." 

Great  Britain  at  once  assented,  provided  th^  other  Powers  did  so. 
This  they  did.  M.  Delcass^  on  behalf  of  France  assented  last 
December;  Herr  von  Biilow  on  behalf  of  Germany  in  February. 
Count  Maravieff  wrote  on  December  30th,  1899  : — 

In  so  far  as  the  territory  leased  by  China  to  Russia  is  concerned,  the 
Imperial  Government  has  already  demonstrated  its  firm  in'ention  to  follow 
the  policy  of  the  *  open  door  *  by  creating  Dalny  (Talienwan)  a  free  port ; 
and  if  at  some  future  time  that  port,  although  remaining  free  itself,  should 
be  separated  by  a  custom-limit  from  other  portions  of  the  territory  in 
question,  the  Customs  duties  would  be  levied,  in  the  zone  subject  to  the 
tarifi^  upon  all  foreign  merchants  without  distinction  as  to  nationality. 

**  As  to  the  ports  now  opened,  or  hereafter  to  be  opened,  to  foreign 
commerce  by  the  Chinese  Government,  and  which  lie  beyond  the  territory 
iMsed  to  Russia,  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  customs  duties  belongs 
to  China  herself,  and  the  Imperial  Grovemment  has  no  intention  whatever 
of  claiming  any  privileges  for  its  own  subjects  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
foreigners.  It  is  to  understood,  however,  that  this  assurance  of  the 
Imperial  Grovemment  is  given  upon  condition  that  a  similar  declaration  shall 
be  made  by  other  Powers  having  interests  in  China. 

**  With  the  conviction  that  this  reply  is  such  as  to  satisfy  the  inquiry 
made  in  the  afore-mentioned  note,  the  Imperial  Government  is  happy  to 
have  complied  with  the  wishes  of  the  American  Government,  especially 
becaase  it  attaches  the  highest  value  to  anything  that  may  strengthen  and 
consolidate  the  traditional  relations  of  friendship  existing  between  the  two 
couDtries." 

Italy  and  Japan  also  agreed.  Finally  on  April  5th  Lord  Salisbury 
wrote  to  Mr.  White : — 

•*I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  note  of  the  30th 
ultimo,  enclosing  copies,  with  translations,  of  the  notes  which  have  been 
received  from  the  Governments  of  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Japan,  and 
Russia,  in  reply  to  the  proposals  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  foreign  trade  in  the  leased  territories  or  *  spheres  of  interest ' 
acquired  by  those  Powers  in  China. 

The  successful  termination  of  the  negotiations  carried  on  by  the  United 
States'  Government  in  the  matter  has  been  a  source  of  much  gratification 
to  her  Majesty's  Government.  In  reference  to  the  territories  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Great  Britain,  mentioned  in  my  note  to  Mr.  Choate  of  November 
30th,  I  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  quite  willing  to  sign  a  declaration  in  the  sense  proposed  by  your 
Qoveniment." 
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Papers  relating  to  University  Education  of 
Colonial  University  Roman  Oatholics  in  certain  colonies.  [Cd  115.]l 
Education  op      Price  2Jd. 
Roman  Catholics.        Mr.  Chamberlain  has  received  from  the 
Colonial  Governors  the  following  informatioa 
on  the  Education  of  Roman  Catholics  in  the  Colonies  : — 

New  South  Wales. — The  University  of  Sydney  is  a  non-fieotarian 
institution  ;  no  inquiries  are  made  as  to  the  religion  of  students.  But 
Roman  Catholics  study  here  in  number  fairly  proportionate  to  their 
whole  number.  There  is  a  Roman  Catholic  College  in  connection  with 
the  University  partly  supported  out  of  public  funds  :  a  scheme,  in 
fact,  of  concurrent  endowment. 

Victoria.  —The  only  provision  made  for  Roman  Catholic  education 
is  the  grant  of  a  site  for  the  erection  of  a  Roman  Catholic  collie  to 
be  affiliated  to  the  Melbourne  University,  at  which  there  are,  as  it  is, 
plenty  of  Roman  Catholics. 

QtLecTidand. — There  is  no  university  in  Queensland,  but  three 
exhibitions  are  granted  annually  by  the  Government,  available  at  a 
university  approved  by  the  Governor  in  Council,  and  tenable  for  a 
period  of  three  years.  These  are  open  to  all  students  of  either  sex, 
under  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  without  regard  to  religious  faith. 

South  Australia. — There  is  no  distinction  whatever  made  in  the 
University  of  Adelaide,  which  is  purely  undenominational  in  char- 
acter, no  religious  test  being  required,  and  no  distinction  being  drawn 
between  Roman  Catholics  and  other  members  of  the  community.  The 
following  is  an  extract  from  the  Act  of  Incorporation  : — 

**No  religious  test  shall  be  administered  to  any  person  in  order  to 
entitle  him  to  be  admitted  as  a  student  of  the  said  university,  or  to  h<^ 
office  therein,  or  to  graduate  thereat,  or  to  hold  any  advantage  or  privilege 
thereof." 

Out  of  1,700  candidates  presenting  themselves  for  the  various  public 
examinations  last  year,  230  are  from  Catholic  schools. 

Tasnumia. — The  University  of  Tasmania  is  maintained  out  of  a 
yearly  vote  granted  by  Parliament.  There  is  no  provision  made  in 
the  University  of  Tasmania  specially  for  Roman  Catholics,  as  such, 
the  Act  of  Incorporation  prohibiting,  (a)  the  administration  of  any 
religious  test  for  admission  to,  or  graduation  in,  this  University,  (6) 
the  conferring  of  any  degree  in  theology  or  divinity,  and  consequently 
there  is  no  occasion  for  any  official  relations  between  the  Roman 
Catholic  Episcopate  and  the  University. 

New  Zealand. — The  New  Zealand  University  and  its  four  consti- 
tuent University  Colleges  are  all  quite  undenominational.  Romaa 
Catholic  prelates  take  part  in  the  work  of  University  government. 

Ca^pe  of  Good  Hope. — The  only  University  in  South  Africa  is  the 
University  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  is  not  at  present  & 
teaching  University,  but  conducts  examinations  and  confers  degrees. 
No  religious  disabilities  or  tests  are  applied  to  any  candidate  for 
examination  or  degrees.  The  teaching  of  the  candidates  for  the 
University  degree  is  mainly  carried  on  by  colleges  whose  manage- 
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ment  is  independent  of  the  University.  In  the  six  colleges  aided 
by  the  State  under  the  Higher  Education  Act  no  religious  tests  are 
enforced. 

Malta.  — Ninety-nine  per  cent,  of  the  population  is  Roman  Catholic, 
and  the  instruction  given  in  the  University  and  in  all  Government 
educational  institutions  is  based  on  Roman  Catholic  principles.  The 
University  is  largely  State  supported,  and  is  undoubtedly  under 
Roman  Catholic  control. 

Canada. — The  University  of  Manitoba  is  only  an  examining  body. 
Its  special  course  in  mental  and  moral  sciences  is  practically  available 
only  for  Roman  Catholic  students.     In  Nova  Scotia  there  are  two 
Roman  Catholic  universities.    They  do  not  seem  to  be  State  endowed. 
In  New  Brunswick  no  State  provision  is  made  for  the  University 
education  of  any  particular  denomination  or  class.     The  Provincial 
University  is  open  to  Roman  Catholics,  as  to  all  other  citizens,  upon 
equal  terms.  No  relations  subsist  between  the  Roman  Catholic  Episco- 
pate and  the  authorities  of  the  University  other  than  ordinary  relations 
of  common  citizenship.    There  are  in  the  province,  besides  the  Pro- 
vincial University,  two  colleges  with  university  powers  under  charter 
h^m  the  Provincial  Legislature ;  one  of  these  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  the  other  of  the  Methodist  Conference. 
These  denominational  institutions  are  maintained  wholly  by  fees  and 
private  endoMonents,  and  receive  no  grants  whatever  from  the  Public 
Treasury.    In  Ontario  the  University  of  Ottawa  has  no  regular  en- 
dowment.   It  is  conducted  by  some  tifty  members  of  a  religious  order, 
the  Oblates  of  Mary  Immaculate.     The  University  Laval  is  the  only 
Roman  Catholic  University  established  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  It 
was  established  in  1852  with  the  express  object  of  giving  Quebec 
Roman  Catholics  university  education.    It  is  largely  State  supported. 


In  The  Ninbtbekth  Centuey  Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Q.C.,  M.P., 
discusses  The  Question  of  SubmaHne  Boats,  whilst  Mr.  Charles 
K  Lart  deplores  The  Dearth  of  Naval  Engineers.  Mr.  Henry 
Birchenough  writes  on  Local  Beginnings  of  Imperial  Defence : 
A  Beginning,  Colonel  J.  G.  B.  Stopford  on  The  Volunteers  and  the 
Insecurity  of  England,  Mr.  H.  H.  Bowen  on  American  Public 
Opinion  on  the  War,  and  Mr.  W.  A.  Baillie-Grohman  on  Marks- 
manship, Old  a/nd  New.  Mr.  Charles  E.  D.  Black  has  an  article 
on  The  British  Sphere  in  China,  Mr.  John  Macdonell,  C.B.,  dis- 
cusses Imperial  Federation  and  Some  Neglected  Colonial  Ties,  and 
there  is  the  customary  gossip  on  Tlie  Newspapers  by  Sir  Wemyss 
Reid. 

The  Contemporary  Review  gives  first  place  to  a  very  moderate  and 
interesting  article  on  The  Church  and  the  War  by  Dr.  Guinness 
Rogers.    There  is  on  The  Testimony  from  Johannesburg  both  (1) 
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A  Reply  to  Mr,  Hosken  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Hobson  and  (2)  A  Rejoinder 
by  Mr.  William  Hosken.  Mr.  J.  A.  Murray  Macdonald  discusaes 
The  Liberal  Party  and  Imperial  Federaiion,  Mr.  Murray  says  :— 
Let  us,  then,  recognise  the  work  of  time,  and  complete  the  confti- 
tution  of  the  Empire  by  delegating  the  local  or  domestic  functions  of 
the  present  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  the  several  countries 
it  represents  ;  and  then,  having  placed  all  parts  of  the  Empire  on  tbe 
same  plane  as  regards  the  control  of  their  strictly  domestic  interests, 
let  us  also  raise  them  all  to  the  same  level  as  regards  the  control  of 
their  larger  and  common  interests.  The  initial  stage  of  the  reform 
would  be  *  Home  Rule  all  round  * ;  and  its  final  stage  would  be  sd 
invitation  to  all  the  self-governing  portions  of  the  Empire  not  already 
represented  in  the  Imperial  Parlii^ment  to  share  in  that  representation, 
and  in  the  burdens  and  responsibilities  it  involved." 

Dr.  Theodor  Barth  writes  on  England  and  Germany^  the  Rev. 
E.  F.  M.  MacCarthy  on  The  New  Code,  and  "An  Officer  "on 
Army  Reform, 

In  The  Fortnightly  Review,  Baron  Pierre  de  Coubertin  writes  rather 
gravely  of  The  Possibility  of  a  War  betujeen  England  cmd  Franct, 
Dr.  Alfred  Hillier  discusses  Mr,  Bryce^s  Manifesto  to  the  Americans, 
whilst  "  Diplomaticus  **  writes  on  AnnexcUion  and  AJier,  and  Mr. 
Edward  Dicey,  C.B.,  on  South  African  Reconstruction.  There  is 
an  account  of  The  Invasion  of  the  Free  State,  with  an  accom- 
panying map. 

In  The  National  Review  **  Ignotus "  in  Great  Britain's  Debt  to 
Japan  shows  how  much  foresight  Lord  Rosebery  showed  when  he 
gained  the  friendliness  of  Japan  by  declining  at  the  end  of  her 
war  with  China  to  step  in  and  rob  her  of  the  fruits  of  victory. 
Mr.  C.  A.  Whitmore  asks,  Where  is  the  Incapacity  f  and  finds  it 
in  the  military  education  of  our  officers.  Mr.  Richard  Bagot 
discusses  Anglophobia  at  the  Vatican,  whilst  Mr.  Arthur  Galton 
lias  a  first  article  on  Why  I  Entered  and  Why  I  Left  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  "  A  Consul "  discusses  The  Consular  Service,  and 
Mr.  Talbot  Baines  Some  Consequences  of  the  Imperial  Rally.  Mr. 
Moreton  Frewen  writes  on  Our  Relations  to  Westuxjurd.  There  are 
the  usual  excellent  summaries. 


A  Just  Basis  of  Taocation.  By  Frederick  Verinder  (English  Land 
Restoration  League,  376,  Strand,  W.C.)    Price  Id. 

This  is  an  interesting  pamphlet,  reprinted  from  the  Co-operative 
Wholesale  Societies'  Annual "  for  1900 ;  it  may  be  remembered  that 
Mr.  Billson's  article  on  Land  Values  appeared  in  the  1899  Annual. 
Mr.  Verinder's  suggestions  and  arguments  should  be  carefully  read  and 
studied  by  all  Liberals.  The  pamphlet  may  be  obtained  for  Id.,  or  post 
free  l^d.,  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  42,  Parliament- 
street,  S.W. 
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We  direct  particular  attention  to  the  HANDBOOK 
("Five  Years  of  Tory  Government"),  particulars  of  both 
Editions  of  which  are  given  in  the  preceding  advertisement  pages, 
and  tu  the  special  offer  to  subscribers  of  the  LIBERAL 
MAGAZINE  (see  opposite). 

We  regret  that  pressure  of  space  prevents  our  dealing  this 
month  with  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill. 

Particulars  of  new  leaflets,  with  prices,  will  be  found  in  the 
advertisement  pages  at  the  end. 
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(1)  Lord  Elimberley  on  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill. 

•*He  would  not  discuss  the  merits  of  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the 
Privy  Council,  but  he  joined  with  his  noble  friend  (Lord  Bogebery)  in 
the  hope  that  they  might  be  able  to  form  a  more  dignified  institution  and 
one  more  worthy  ot  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  iudicial  tribunals  of  the 
Empire ;  and,  if  it  should  come  to  pass  that  when  that  tribunal  wa^ 
instituted  it  should  please  the  Australian  people  to  take  advantage  of  it. 
he  should  rejoice;  but,  on  the  other  hana,  he  felt  bound  to  say  that 
regarded  the  link  of  the  Empire  a  link  must  be  one  which  was  weleomed 
by  both  sides.  A  link  was  no  link  which  was  imposed  on  one  of  the 
parties.  He  felt  that  we  should  leave  to  our  self -governing  colonies  as  f^r 
as  possible  full  discretion  as  to  the  way  in  which  they  should  govern 
themselves ;  and,  deeply  as  he  should  regret  any  severance  of  the  link 
between  them,  he  should  still  more  regret  anything  which  should  prevent 
the  consummation  of  the  great  work  on  which  the  delegates  had  been  so 
long  engaged." 

(2)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  on  the  Australian  Commonwealth. 

**  The  proverb  ran  tliat  there  was  no  rose  without  a  thorn,  and  there 
was  one  tnom  in  the  rose  offered  by  their  honoured  c^uests.  It  lay  in  the 
title  of  *  Australian  Commonwealth.*  Where  could  they  find  a  word  more 
exactly  indicating  the  intent  and  purpose  of  that  great  a^sregated  com- 
munity of  which  we  were  all  proua  to  be  citizens,  and  whicn  included  all 
the  dominions  of  her  Majesty  ?  In  that  great  creation  of  the  enei^  of  our 
people  in  the  past  and  in  the  present  we  sought  only  the  welnlre  and 
prosperity  of  all  and  to  make  the  common  weal  sliared  by  all  for  the  use  of 
all.  That  was  the  ideal  of  our  Australian  friends,  and  how  could  it  be 
better  expressed  than  by  the  homely  native  phrase  the  British  Common- 
wealth ?  But  we  had  been  too  late.  These  enterprising  kinsmen  of  onn» 
from  the  other  end  of  the  world  had  appropriated  the  word,  and  he 
confessed  he  owed  them  a  grudge  for  it.  But,  nevertheless,  he  asked  the 
company  to  drink  the  toast  witn  the  utmost  enthusiasm,  wishing  for  the 
Australian  Commonwealth  a  great  career  and  a  noble  place  in  the  world's 
history." 

(3)  Mr.  Barton  on  the  Links  of  Empire. 

**  All  they  asked  for  was  the  privilege,  in  their  o'wn  Constitution  and 
its  interpretation,  of  makinga  mistake  ii  they  liked,  to  declare  the  mean- 
ing of  their  own  statutes.  There  had  been  decisions  of  the  Privy  Council 
on  the  interpretation  of  these  laws  of  such  a  character  that  the  meaning 
attributed  to  them  was  not  the  meaning  intended  by  Australian  Legisla- 
ture. But  when  that  happened  the  Legislature  might  make  a  fresh  law 
in  accordance  with  its  own  views,  and  thus  the  special  value  of  an 
interpretation  by  the  Privy  Council  disappeared.  In  any  case  the  ultima 
ratio  was  the  %'ox  populi.  In  seeking  this .  particular  restriction  on  the 
right  of  appeal  to  ner  Majesty  in  Council  they  were  said  to  be  d^troymg 
a  link  of  Empire.  But  they  had  rejoiced  in  the  common  literature  and 
traditions  of  tne  Empire,  shown  their  willingness  to  rejoice  in  its  joys  and 
to  share  in  its  sorrows,  and  to  take  every  part  a  man  could  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  its  integrity.   These  were  the  real  links  of  empire." 
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1900. 

May  1. — House  of  Lords.   Lord  Peel's  British  Museum 
Sill  read  a  second  time. 

Electoral  IHsabilities  (Military  Ser- 
vice) Jtill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Nussey's  Urban  Local 
Taxation  Motion  lost  by  140  to  98  (majority  42). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mn  Chaplin, 
and  Sir  W.  Foster. 

Mr.  McKenna'S  Motion  for  extending  Compensa- 
tion Act  to  Military  and  Naval  servants  of  State 
carried.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Macartney  and 
Mr.  Wyndham. 

Mr.  Brodrick  at  Portsmouth  on  the  War. 

„  2.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Emmott's  Registrar 
tion  of  Firms  Bill  re&d  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  Select  Committee.  Speech  by  Mr. 
Ritchie. 

Sir  A.  RoUit's  Borough  Funds  Bill  read  a 
second  time.    Speech  by  Mr.  T.  W.  RusselL 

Mr.  John  Wilson's  Liquor  Traffic  (Scot- 
land)  Bill  discussed. 

Banquet  to  Australian  Delegates  at  National 
Liberal  Club.  Speeches  by  Lord  Rosebery, 
(1)  Lord  Kimberley,  (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  and  (3)  Mr.  Barton. 

„  3. — House  of  Lords.    Formal  business. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Jebb's  Motion  approving 
of  the  new  Educational  Code  and  Minute.  Mr. 
A.  E.  Hutton's  Amendment  affirming  that  the 
proposals  were  educationally  inefficient  lost  by 
188  to  105  (majority  83).  Speeches  by  Sir  W. 
Hart-Dyke,  Sir  John  Gorst,  and  Mr. 
Bryce.    (See  page  234.) 
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(1)  Mr.  As<lTlith  on  the  Puhlication  of  the  Spion  Kop  Despatches. 

"  This  is  a  very  serious  matter,  not  merely  as  regards  the  particoUr 
incident  concerned,  but  also  as  regards  the  future  conduct  of  the  war  and 
the  general  interests  of  the  public  service.  There  were  people  who  used 
to  say  of  the  democracy  in  the  old  days  that  its  ignorance,  it»  impatience 
of  delay,  and  its  restless  desire  for  immediate  results  rendered  it  incapable 
of  beanng  the  strain  of  the  long  and  large  operations  of  a  great  campaign. 
It  has  not  been  so  with  our  i)eople  to-day.  It  is  not  that  their  patience 
has  not  been  severely  tried ;  it  is  not  that  they  have  not  had  to  watch  one 
after  another  the  most  confident  predictions  of  the  most  trusted  exp^ 
falsified  by  events  ;  it  is  not  that  they  have  not  time  after  time  had  to  see 
expectations  fade  into  hope  and  at  certain  moments  hope  itaelf  almost 
taking  the  colour  of  despair.  Through  all  these  trying  vicissitudes  they 
have  kept  their  head  and  kept  their  heart,  and  they  are  entitled,  therefore, 
to  ask  tnat  the  Grovemment  shall  not  fall  behind  them  and  Uiat  it  shall 
not  by  ite  action  stimulate  doubt,  create  suspicion,  and  destroy  or  impair 
the  confidence  of  our  troops  and  fellow-countrymen.  I  believe  if  tlie 
attitude  of  the  country,  their  judgment  upon  this  matter,  and  their  advice 
to  the  Government  could  be  expressed  in  a  few  sentences  it  would  be 
something  to  this  effect.  Choose  the  best  men  you  can.  Supply  them 
with  the  best  material  you  can  get.  Give  them  a  free  hand,  and  until 
their  task  is  done  reserve  alike  your  censure  and  your  reward.*' 

(2)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  "  Power  of  this  Country." 

"  The  power  of  this  country,  to  which,  doubtless,  you  desire  traditionally 
to  render  homage  when  you  propose  the  toast  which  I  am  answering  to 
now — that  power  scarcely  exists  in  our  hands,  it  has  passed  into  the  hjuids 
of  Lord  Roberts  and  Lord  Kitchener,  who  represent  it  now  most  worthily 
before  the  world.  I  wish  they  were  here  to  answer  for  themselves  to  you, 
but  I  would  not  have  you  think  that  her  Majesty's  Government  are 
entirely  useless." 

And  on  the  Constitution. 

'*  Two  speakers  have  already  indicated  with  a  sure  fin^r  the  function 
which  they  now  perform  in  the  Constitution,  it  is  their  busines8  to  be  the 
sufferers  of  criticism.  All  journalists  and  most  speakers  find  it  necessary 
to  exercise  the  talent  of  criticism  with  which  nature  has  endowed  them, 
and  which,  if  it  remained  in  absolute  idleness,  would,  doubtless,  give  them 
an  inconvenient  feeling  Thev  cannot,  of  course,  speak  in  depreciatory 
terms  of  the  cause  in  which  tne  country  is  fighting.  They  may  not,  they 
do  not  desire  to  say  a  word  in  derogation  of  the  distinguished  men  who 
represent  our  cause  on  the  field  of  battle ;  but  they  must  have  an  outlet 
for  their  criticism,  and  the  Constitution  has  furnished  them  with  an  object 
in  the  shape  of  her  Majesty's  Government.  You  will  observe  that  in 
order  to  fulfil  this  function  it  is  a  rule  of  the  Constitution  that  the  critics 
say  what  they  like  and  her  Majesty's  Ministers  say  nothing  in  return. 
That  gives  an  entirely  free  play  to  the  imaginative  faculty  with  which 
they  are  endowed." 

(3)  Sir  R  Grey  on  the  Uganda  Railway. 

I  think  the  lesson  to  be  drawn  is  this.  That  we  must  be  careful  in 
the  work  of  developing  all  these  parts  of  Africa  not  to  discourage  people  by 
making  too  small  estimates  beforehand.  If  public  opinion  were  once  to 
feel  that  Governments  were  not  disclosing  the  whole  liabilities  for  work 
undertaken  by  them,  you  will  have  great  apprehension  created  in  the  pubhc 
mind  and  you  will  have  a  return  to  that  state  of  things  which  led  a  com- 
mittee to  report  in  1865  as  regards  large  districts  of  Africa  that  we  had  better 
renounce  all  views  upon  them  in  the  future.  I  should  regret  very  much 
if  that  view  gained  on  the  public  mind  ;  but  we  have  to  remember  that  a 
good  deal  of  expenditure  has  to  be  faced  in  the  future  in  connection  with 
the  development  of  spheres  of  influence  for  which  we  have  become  respon- 
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1900. 

May   3. — Portsmouth  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  retirement 
of  Mr.  Clough  (L). 

Mr.  T.  A.  Branisdon  (L)  -       -       -  10,287 

Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Majendie  (C)     •      -  9,708—579 
Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1896. 

Baker  (L)  -   -   -  -  9,643  Baker  (L)  -   -    -  -  10,451 

enough  (L).   .   .  .  9,448  Clough(L).    •   -  -10,255 

Willis  (C)  -    -    -  .  9,135  Harmsworth  (C)-  -  9,717 

Ashley  (LU)  -   -  -  9,000  Ashley  (LU)  -   -  -  9,567 

Edinburgh  and   St.  Andrews   Universities  1^- 
Election,  consequent  on  the  death  of  Sir  W. 
Priestley  (C).    Unopposed  return  of  Sir  Jf. 
Batty  Tuke  (C). 
Representation  unchanged. 
1892  and  1895.  1896  (By.) 

Pearson  (C)  Unopposed.        |        Priestley  (C)  Unopposed. 

„  4.— House  of  Lords.  The  Spion  Kop  Despatches- 
Speeches  by  Lord  Portsmouth,  Lord  Lans- 
downe,  Lord  Kimberley,  Lord  Rosebery. 
and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  (^ee  page  220.) 

House  of  Commons.  Supply  — The  Spion  Kop 
Despatches.  Mr.  Kunciman's  Motion  to 
reduce  Lord  Lansdowne's  Salary  lost  by  215 
to  116  (majority  99).  Speeches  by  Mr, 
Wyndham.  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Balfour,  and 
(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

„  5.— Royal  Academy  Banquet  Speeches  by  (2)  Lord  Salis- 
bury and  Mr.  Goschen. 

„  7.— House  of  Lords.    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Uganda  Railway  Bill 
read  a  second  time  by  226  to  53  (majority  173). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Brodrick,  (3)  Sir  E.  Grey, 
and  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

Sea  Fisheries  Bill  read  a  second  time  by 
180  to  33  (majority  147). 

„  8.— House  of  Lords.  The  Licensing  Laws  — The 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  Motion  asking 
for  legislation  lost  by  45  to  42  (majority  3;. 
Speeches  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  Lord 
Salisbury,  Lord  Peel,  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  Lord  Kimberley.  (See 
page  236.) 
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sible.  I  believe  the  country  is  anxious  at  the  presenb  moment  that  as  fast 
as  possible  the  development  and  real  occupation  of  these  spheres  of  influeDM 
should  be  proceeded  with,  and  the  lesson  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  this,  that 
the  expense  which  may  have  to  be  incurred  from  time  to  time  before  much 
return  can  be  expected  always  appear  doubly  bad  if  it  has  been  under- 
estimated  in  the  nrst  instance." 

(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  on  Ministers  and  Directorships. 

**  It  was  desirable  to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  suspicion,  and  it  wa» 
a  precept  which  they  ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  follow.  That  a  Minister 
wno  had  also  a  great  landed  interest  in  some  part  of  the  country  should 
become  a  director  of  a  railway  which  ran  through  that  part  of  the  country 
was  a  natural  thing,  but  it  would  be  a  simple  matter  if  on  assuming  the 
position  of  Cabinet  Minister  he  resigned  his  directorship  and  resumed  it 
after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months'  leisure  from  the  affairs  of  State.  So  with 
the  other  airectorships.  There  was  no  necessity  why  Ministers  should 
continue  to  be  directors,  nor  why  they  sliould  not  divest  themselyei 
formally  of  those  oblij^tions  and  devote  themselves  to  the  duties  which 
the  Queen  and  Parliament  expected  of  them  That  was  the  whole 
question.  It  was  a  matter  of  sentiment  no  doubt,  but  it  was  a  sentiment 
which  went  very  deep  ;  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  people  would  be  bettCT 
satisfied  if  they  knew  that  all  the  members  of  the  Executive  Government 
were  free  from  anything  which  could  possibly  savour  of  suspicion." 

(2)  Mr.  Jesse  GoUingS  on  the  Welsh  Sunday  Closing  Act  Amendment  Bill. 

"  Looking  to  the  fact  that  this  Bill  was  an  amendment  of  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act  of  1881,  and  that  generally  it  proceeded  on  the  lines  of 
the  recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commissions,  the  Government  would 
offer  no  opposition  to  it." 

(3)  Mr.  Asquith  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

"It  would  be  premature,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  would  be  most  ill- 
judged,  for  any  man,  still  more  for  any  body  of  men,  to  commit  themselves 
at  tliis  moment  to  any  specific  solution  of  a  problem  as  to  many  of  the 
governing  factors  of  which  they  had  imperfect  knowledge,  even  if  they 
were  not  compelled,  at  the  present,  at  any  rate,  to  resort  to  pure 
speculation  ;  but  there  were  certain  broad  and  general  lines  of  policy  upon 
which  he  lielieved  they  found  themselves  in  complete  agreement.  There 
must  be,  if  he  might  repeat  a  phrase  which  he  used  at  or  immediately 
after  the  commencement  of  the  war,  that  there  must  be  a  large  rearrange- 
ment  of  the  political  framework  of  South  Africa,  was  obvious  to 
everybody.  It  was  equally  clear  that  we  must  take  adequate  safeguanla 
against  a  recurrence  of  the  dangers  which,  to  a  large  degree,  as  he 
believed,  through  avoidable  blindness  and  remissness  had  presented  them- 
selves in  such  a  formidable  and  menacing  shape.  These  were  true 
propositions,  but  it  was  equally  true  that  when  tnis  question  came  t»  be 
ultimately  settled  they  must  not  forget  that  our  object  was  not  the 
subjugation  and  subordination  of  a  conquered  oeople,  but  the  maintenance 
and  assertion  of  equality  of  rights,  and  that  while  it  was  our  duty,  a  duty 
which  we  could  not  without  treason  to  the  Empire  abnegate  or  cast  aside, 
to  establish  upon  a  firm  basis  the  supremacy  of  British  power,  we  must  not 
at  the  same  time  l)e  guilty  of  the  crime  of  substituting  the  ascendancy  of 
one  race  for  the  ascendancy  of  another." 

(4)  Lord  Bosebery  on  Departmental  Reforms. 

**  My  conviction  is  that,  though  we  are  certain  to  come  out  of  this  war 
with  triumph  and  with  lustre,  not  merely  of  our  arms,  but  of  our  national 
character,  we  shall  have  lost  the  surest  result  of  that  war  if  we^  do  not 
utilise  it  to  reconsider  our  business  arrangements.  I  will  give  two  illustra- 
tions of  what  I  mean.  We  have  a  great  Department — the  Foreign  Office— 
which  is  constituted  mainly  to  carry  on  our  diplomatic  arrangement  of 
foreign  affairs.   We  have  a  great  Department — tne  Colonial  Office— which 
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1900. 

M*y  8. — House  of  Commons.  Letter  by  Liverpool  solicitors 
with  reference  to  Mr.  Houston  and  Army 
Contracts  Committee  declared  to  be  a  breach 
of  privilejre  by  192  to  100  (majority  92). 
Decided  to  do  nothing  by  192  to  139 
(majority  53). 

Major  Rasch's  Motion  in  favour  of  shortening 
speeches  lost  by  137  to  91  ^majority  46). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  and  Sir  H.  Camp- 
bell-Bannerman. 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeill's  Motion  on  Ministers  and 
Directorships  lost  by  82  to  71  (majority  11). 
Speech  by  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 

„  9.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Loder's  County  and 
Borough  Franchise  Assimilation 
( London)  Bill  read  a  second  time  and  re- 
ferred to  Standing  Committee  on  Law. 

Mr.  Herbert  Roberts's  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  Amendment  Bill  read  a 
second  time  and  referred  to  Standing  Committee 
on  Law.   Speech  by  (2)  Mr.  Jesse  ColUngS. 

Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Albert  Hall  (Primrose  League 
Annual  Meeting)  on  the  Grovemment  and  the 
Empire,  and  Rifle  Clubs.    {See  page  228.) 

„  10.— House  of  Lords.  Education  (Scotland)  Bill 
read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth  and  Lord  Balfour. 

House  of  Commons.  Housing  JB/K— Second  Read- 
ing Debate.  Mr.  Robson's  Amendment. 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Chaplin  and  Sir  W.  Foster. 

{See  page  233.) 

Home  Counties  Annual  Council  Meetings  at 
Colchester.  Speech  at  Evening  Meeting  by 
(3)  Mr.  Asquith. 

(4)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Glasgow  University  Club  of 
London  on  Departmental  Reforms. 

Deputation  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Privy 
Council  Office  of  Nonconformist  and  educa- 
tional bodies  to  protest  against  sectarian  tests 
being  enforced  in  training  colleges  and  applied  to 
teachers. 
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is  constituted  to  administer,  so  far  as  they  require  administratioD,  and  to 
supervise,  so  far  as  they  require  supervision,  those  great  extemalposseBiifii 
of  Great  Britain  which  we  are  accustomed  to  call  our  colonies.  But  within 
the  last  year  we  have  seen  our  most  important  diplomacy  conducted,  ablj, 
no  doubt,  and  efficiently,  but  not  by  the  Department  which  is  appointed  to 
conduct  it— the  Foreign  Office — but  by  the  Colonial  Office  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand — I  know  because  I  liave  been  at  the  Foreign  Office— the  Forei^ 
Office  is  entrusted  with  the  administration  of  great  tracts  of  territory,  m 
Africa  at  any  rate,  which  should  most  certainly  be  placed  under  the 
domination  of  the  Colonial  Office.  1  will  ffive  you  another  instance  from 
the  Foreign  Office,  with  which  I  am  proud  to  have  been  associated.  The 
Foreign  Office  is  now  constructing  a  great  railroad  into  the  centre  of  Africa. 
I  am  as  much  responsible  for  the  construction  of  that  railroad  as  anyone 
else,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  of  all  the  Departments  in  the  Government 
the  one  that  is  least  qualified  to  construct  such  a  railroad  is  the  Foreisn 
Office." 

(1)  lir.  Ohamberlain  on  tlie  South  African  Settlement. 

**  In  the  first  place,  we  are  not  prepared  again  to  recognise  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  two  Boer  Republics,  an  independence  which  they  have  so 
grossly  abused.  If  we  are  the  victors  in  this  contest  the  territories  of 
these  Republics  must  be  and  shall  be  fully  incorporated  in  her  Majeety't 
dominions,  and  under  the  British  flag.  IMiat  is  not  a  bad  fate  for  them. 
They  will  not  be  worse  off  than  the  people  of  Canada  or  the  people  of 
Australia.  And  we  do  not  hear  many  coninlaints  from  either  of  these 
two  great  commonwealths.  Their  individual  liberties  will  be  preserved, 
but  the  separate  independence  and  existence  of  these  States,  constantly 
intriguing  as  they  have  done  >vith  foreign  nations,  constantly  promoting 
agitation  and  disaffection  in  our  own  colonies,  that  independence,  that 
separate  existence,  shall  no  longer  be  tolerated.  You  ynll  readily  see  that 
there  must  be  after  the  war  is  over  an  interval,  it  may  be  long  or  it  may 
l>e  short,  according  to  the  behaviour  of  the  people  of  these  countries,  but 
there  must  be  an  interval  during  which  the  whole  administration,  the 
appointment  of  authorities  who  carry  it  out,  must  vest  absolutely  in  her 
Majesty^s  Government.  You  may  call  it  if  you  like  a  military  Administra- 
tion, I  prefer  to  call  it  a  Crown  colony  Government  such  as  we  accord  to 
great  dependencies  like  India  or  to  smaller  dependencies  like  the  West 
Indian  Islands.  But  as  soon  as  it  is  safe  and  possible  it  will  be  the  desire 
and  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  introduce  these  States 
into  the  great  circle  of  self-governing  colonies.*' 

(2)  lir.  John  Bedmond  on  the  Irish  Question. 

Lord  Salisbury  said  that  England  now  knew  better  than  she  knew 
ten  years  ago,  what  the  risk  would  be  if  England  gave  a  disloyal  Govern- 
ment in  Ireland  the  power  of  accumulating  forces  against  the  Sovereign. 
This  meant  that  the  Home  Rule  proposals  of  1886  and  1893  would  be  usisd 
to  erect  in  Ireland  a  Government  as  free  and  independent  as  existed  in  the 
Transvaal.  He  asked  the  English  public  was  it  not  somewhat  unworthy  of 
a  man  in  the  position  of  Loni  Salisbury  to  l>e  guilty  of  so  flagrant  an 
attempt  at  misrepresentation.  Under  the  schemes  of  1886  and  1893 
Ireland  would  not  have  had  a  separate  and  independent  Government  in 
the  sense  that  the  Transvaal  had.  Ireland  woula  have  had  no  power  to 
accumulate  munitions  of  war,  nor  to  control  a  single  soldier  nor  a  warship, 
not  even  an  armed  policeman.  This  demand  for  the  restoration  of  the  Irish 
Parliament  was  a  century  old,  and  England  had  not  lieen  able  to  put  it 
down  by  coercion  nor  to  weaken  it  by  concession.  Every  increase  of  the 
franchise  had  increased  the  demand  for  self-government.  The  main  argu- 
ment against  Home  Rule  in  the  past  had  been  that  Ireland  was  not  fitted 
for  self-government;  but  sinate  then  local  self-government  had  been 
grante^l  to  Ireland,  and  her  people  had  shown  how  fitted  they  were  to 
govern  their  own  country.  Had  the  Empire  nothing  to  lose  by  the 
continuance  of  Irish  discontent  ? " 
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1900. 


May  11. — House  of  Lords,    Formal  sitting. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Civil  Service  Esti- 
mates. Accommodation  for  Lascars  on  P.  and  O. 
boats— Speech  by  Mr.  Ritchie.  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  and  Compensation  Act 
Schemes. 

(1)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birming:ham  on  the  War  and 

the  Settlement. 

Cyclists'  Deputation  to  Mr.  Ritchie. 

«  13.  -  (2)  Mr.  John  Redmond  and  Mr.  John  Dillon  at  Man- 
chester on  Irish  Questions. 

„  14.— House  of  Lords.  The  Indian  Executive  and  the 
Judiciary.  The  Indian  Famine.  Speeches 
by  Lord  Onslow. 

House  of  Commons.  Commonwealth  of  Aus- 
tralia  Bill  introduced  by  (3)  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain and  read  a  tirst  time.  Speech  by  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 


(3)  lir.  Chamberlain  on  the  AuBtralian  Commonwealth  Bill. 

'*  If  this  Bill  passes,  in  future  Australia  will  be,  in  the  words  of  the 
preamble  of  the  Bill  which  I  am  about  to  introduce,  *an  indissoluble 
federal  Commonwealth  firmly  united  for  many  of  the  most  important 
functions  of  c^ovemment.'  After  it  has  been  passed  there  will  be  for 
Australia  under  one  Administration  a  uniform  postal  and  telegraphic 
sendee,  and  provision  is  made  making  it  possible  hereafter  for  railway 
oommunication  to  be  under  similar  control.  In  the  meantime  everythinfi^ 
which  has  to  do  with  the  exterior  relations  of  the  six  colonies  concemea- 
will  be  a  matter  for  the  Commonwealth,  and  not  for  the  independent 
Governments ;  a  common  tariff  will  be  established  for  all  the  colonies ; 
there  will  be  at  the  same  time  inter-colonial  free  trade,  and  what  is, 
perhaps,  more  important  than  all,  in  future  there  will  be  a  common  form 
of  control  of  national  defences.  Now  this  is  a  consummation  long 
expected  and  earnestly  looked  for  by  the  people  of  this  country.  We 
bel  ieve  that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  Australia,  and  that  has  always  been 
with  us  the  first  consideration.  But  we  recognise  that  it  is  also  in  our 
interest  as  well ;  we  believe  the  relations  lietween  ourselves  and  these 
colonies  will  be  simplified,  will  be  more  frequent  and  unrestricted,  and,  if 
it  be  possible,  though  I  hardly  think  it  is,  will  be  more  cordial  when  we 
have  to  deal  with  a  single  central  authority  instead  of  having  severally  to 
consult  six  independent  Governments.  Whatever  is  good  for  Australia  is 
good  for  the  whole  British  Empire.  Therefore,  we  all  of  us— independ- 
ently of  party  whether  at  home  or  in  any  other  portion  of  the  Empire — 
rejoice  at  this  proposal,  welcome  the  new  birth  of  whicli  we  are  witnesses, 
and  anticipate  tor  these  great  free  and  progressive  communities  a  future 
even  more  prosperous  than  their  past,  and  an  honourable  and  important 
position  in  the  nistory  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race." 


Uganda  Railway  BUI — Committee. 
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(1)  Mr.  Bitchie  on  the  London  Docks  Royal  Commission. 

**  If,  however,  a  Royal  Commission  were  appointed  to  inquire  into  Uie 
subject,  such  a  body  would  be  bound  to  go  into  the  whole  question  of  what 
accommodation  was  required,  what  expenditure  should  be  incurred,  and 
how  it  should  be  met ;  and  no  doubt  they  would  consider  it  necessary  to 
inquire  also  whether,  if  other  burdens  were  to  be  imposed  on  London  and 
the  trade  of  London,  it  ought  not  to  be  done  by  something  in  the  nature  of 
a  public  trusjt  rather  than  by  means  of  a  private  company.  He  trusted 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  think  it  necessary  to  divide  the  House,  bat 
'  would  accept  his  assurance  that  the  Government,  feeling,  as  greatly  as  the 
dock  companies  did,  the  necessity  for  an  inquiry  into  the  matter,  bat 
feeling  also  that  the  inquiry  ought  to  embrace  much  more  than  the 
financial  aspects  of  the  question,  would  immediately  recommend  her 
Majesty  to  appoint  a  Royal  Commission  to  make  fufl  inquiry  into  the 
matter.  Since  it  had  been  known  that  the  Government  favonred  the 
appointment  of  a  Royal  Commission  he  had  been  approached  by  all  sorts 
and  conditions  of  men  asking  that  representatives  of  particular  interests 
should  be  placed  on  the  Commission ;  out  the  Government  would  suggest 
that  the  Commission  should  not  be  composed  of  partisans,  but  of  men  who 
would  come  to  a  conclusion  on  the  evidence  placed  before  them." 

(2)  Sir  M.  White  Bidley  on  the  Theatre  Question. 

He  thought  that  any  expression  of  opinion  by  the  House  woald 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  who,  he  knew,  desired  to 
do  his  best  in  difficult  circumstances  ;  but  the  House  would  reniember  it 
was  a  very  difficult  thin^  to  settle  what  was  the  kind  of  play  which  ou^t 
or  ought  not  to  be  permitted  and  that  a  play  which  in  itself  was  inoffensiTe 
might  be  made  most  offensive  by  the  manner  in  which  it  was  presented, 
while  there  were  many  plays  which  were  offensive  in  themselves  and  which 
if  presented  on  the  stage  by  clever  actors  and  actresses  might  by  the 
exercise  of  art  and  by  exhibition  of  good  acting  be  rendered  inoffensive." 

(3)  Mr.  Birrell  on  the  Theatre  Question. 

**  Whatever  estimation  of  that  House  might  be  formed  in  the  countiy, 
nobody  attached  anv  importance  to  it  when  expressing  its  opinion  on 
literature  or  art.  He  did  not  consider  they  were  qualified,  at  all  events  in 
their  representative  capacities,  to  express  such  opinions.  Therefore, 
although,  of  course,  nobody  would  deny  that  there  were  plays  which  it 
would  be  better  not  to  put  on  the  stage,  they  had  much  better  keep 
pounding  away  at  their  own  moral  sense.  Let  them  reform  themselves ; 
let  them  form  the  determination  that  the  next  time  they  were  at  the 
theatre  and  a  joke  was  made  of  a  doubtful  character  they  would  not 
laugh  at  it.  That  House,  they  knew,  was  a  moral  assembly,  but  there 
was  something  about  the  tradition  of  the  theatre  that  prevented  people 
exercising  that  control  over  themselves  there  which  they  exercised  in 
church  and  in  other  places.  He  regretted  it,  but  until  our  whole  character 
was  altered,  and  unless  that  House  was  convinced  that  things  were 
becoming  worse  every  day — he  maintained  they  were  becoming^  evenr  day 
a  little  letter — they  had  much  better  leave  this  great  question  alone. 

(4)  Sir  E.  Ghrey  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

After  the  war  there  would  be  a  period  of  either  military  administra- 
tion or  Crown  Colony  government.  He  preferred  the  former  because  he 
did  not  want  the  interval  to  be  too  long.  The  danger  of  the  Crown  Colony 
system  was  that  it  could  be  prolonged  indefinitely.  If  the  two  States 
remained  quiet  and  contented  it  might  be  said  that  it  was  a  pitv  to  distorb 
the  settlement  since  they  were  thus  quiet  and  contented.  Tlien  discon- 
tent would  creep  in,  and  it  might  be  said  that  it  was  not  then  safe  to 
concede  self-government.  We  must  not  forget  South  Africa  after  the  war. 
We  must  not  turn  away  from  it  till  difficulties  began  to  arise  from  the 
want  of  self-government.  Contentment  in  that  country  could  only  be  the 
result  of  self-government.    It  was  an  old  dodge  of  the  Conservatives  to 
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May  15.— House  of  Lords.  Lord  Avebury's  Ancient 
Monuments  Protection  Bill  read  a 
second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  London  and  India  Docks 
Joint  Committee  Bill  withdrawn.  Royal 
Commission  on  subject  announced  bj  (1)  Mr. 
Ritchie. 

Birmingham  {King  Edward  VI.) 
Schools  Bill  read  a  second  time  by  208  to 
142  (majority  66).  Speeches  by  Mr,  Grant 
Lawson  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Savings  Batik  Bill  introduced  by  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach  and  read  a  iii-st  time. 

Mr.  Knowles'S  Registration  of  Plumbers  Reso* 
lution  discussed  and  withdrawn.  Speech  by 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell. 

Mr.  S.  Smith's  Resolution  calling  attention  to 
low-class  plays  and  calling  for  stricter  supervision 
discussed.  Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  M.  White 
Ridley  and  (3)  Mr.  Birrell. 

(4)  Sir  E.  Grey  at  St  Austell  on  the  Australian  Common- 
wealth and  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

Women's  National  Liberal  Association— Annual 
Conference  at  St.  Martin's  Town  HalL 
Speech  by  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton. 

Sir  H.  Fowler  at  Royal  Statistical  Society  on 

Municipal  Finance  and  Enterprise. 

n  16.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Lough's  Cheap  Trains 
Bill  lost  on  second  reading  by  172  to  143 
(majority  29).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Jackson, 
Mr.  Bryce,  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Liberal  Union  Banquet  to  Mr.  Balfour.  Speeches 
by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  Mr. 
Chamberlain.   (See  page  232.) 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  at  Bristol  on  the  National 
Finances.    {See  pcu/e  225.) 

17.— House  of  Lords.   Prevention  of  Corruption 
Bill  referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 


accuse  the  Liberal  party  of  want  of  sympathy  with  Imperial  affairs.  The 
charge  was  absolutely  untrue.  The  country  would  lose  in  the  long,  run  if 
Impmal  questions  ever  liecame  the  great  dividing  line  between  the  two 
parties.   He  urged  Liberals  to  resent  these  attacks. ' 
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(1)  Mr.  Asqnith  on  the  ConipoBition  of  the  Law  Lords. 

"  You  cannot  in  the  ca8e  of  a  Court  of  «uoh  recent  origin  go  back  to 
the  mists  of  antiquity,  but  you  have  a  practically  unbroken  usage.  Since 
it  was  possible  to  make  an  appointment  of  this  kind  one  of  these  places 
has  been  reserved  for  a  representative  of  the  Irish  Bar.  That  is  the  fim 
point,  and  the  Grovemment  do  not  deny  that  they  are  departing  from  tlm 
practice.  The  second  point  seems  to  me  to  be  a  stronger  one  still— at  anj 
rate,  against  the  present  occupants  of  the  Treasury  bench.  At  thu 
moment  you  are  proposing  to  recruit  the  judicial  strength  of  the  Hooae  of 
Lords  upon  the  principle  of  representation — not  to  add  to  ite  strength, 
that  is  not  the  pretext,  but  upon  the  principle  of  representation— -and  in 
order  to  give  confidence  to  our  colonial  fellow-subjects  in  a  tribunal  which 
is  the  supreme  Court  of  Appeal  for  the  Empire.  That  is  one  of  the 
grounds  put  forward  by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Just  at  the  momoat 
when  you  are  recognising  the  principle  of  representation  as  regards  India, 
Australia,  Canada,  and  tne  rest  of  tne  Empire  you  take  it  away  as  regard* 
Ireland.  That,  I  think,  accentuates  and  intensifies  the  sense  of  wrong 
felt  by  Irishmen  in  relation  to  these  recent  api>ointments.  As  a 
disinterested  spectator  I  cannot  help  sympathising  with  their  feelings  in 
the  matter,  ana  I  think  my  hon.  friend  did  well  to  call  attention  to  it." 

(2)  Mr.  John  Morley  on  the  Manchester  School 

**  We  were  told  the  other  day  by  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  Manchester 
School  is  dead,  that  nobody  has  the  courage  to  support  it.  That  I  have 
heard  very  often,  and  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  so  often  repeated  if  thoae 
who  say  it  were  quite  confident  that  it  was  true.  And  then  the  Prime 
Minister  implied  that,  happilj  for  the  country,  the  place  of  those  defunct 
doctrinaires— Cobden  and  Bnght — has  been  taken  by  the  Primrose  League. 
I  have  the  greatest  admiration  for  the  gifts,  the  wisdom,  and,  until  a  few 
months  ago,  for  the  caution  of  the  Prime  Minister.  Let  us  say  that  tiie 
Manchester  School  is  as  dead  as  they  say ;  let  them  defile  the  graves  of  its 

{professors,  and  let  them  sink  the  name  of  Cobden  and  Bright  in  coffins  of 
ead  into  the  abyss  of  eternal  oblivion,  provided  they  leave  us  three 
principles  in  living  and  active  operation — untaxed  food,  and  froe^  trade  ai 
the  foundation  of  our  fiscal  policy  ;  non-intervention  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Continent  of  Europe  as  the  tounaation  of  our  foreign  policy ;  and  freedom 
and  independence  for  our  C^olonies  as  the  foundation  of  our  Colonial  policy. 
I  submit  to  you  that  no  school — I  am  no  great  partisan  of  schools  or  sect* 
— no  school  ever  left  a  firmer,  a  more  wealthy,  a  wiser,  a  more  blessed 
legacy  than  the  Manchester  School.*' 

(3)  Sir  Walter  Poster  on  the  Youthful  Offenders  Kill. 

**  He  condemned  the  Bill  as  retrograde  and  injurious  in  its  nature. 
Birching  was  very  different  from  canmg,  and  as  applied  to  those  unfor- 
tunate children  was  an  inhuman  practice  of  the  grossest  kind.  There  was 
a  case  which  occurred  in  his  own  constituency  in  1887,  and  which  appeared 
on  the  records  of  that  House,  where  a  boy  was  flogged.  He  saw  the  boy 
two  or  three  days  afterwards ;  his  little  back  was  covered  with  wouncfe 
which  extended  right  through  the  skin  to  the  muscles,  and  the  mass  of 
rawness  came  round  to  the  abdomen.  After  witnessing  that  si^ht  he 
determined  on  every  occasion  to  oppose  this  system  of  flogging  children. 
.  ,  .  Under  this  Bill  they  would  again  have  raw  backs  and  scarred 
backs,  and  he  objected  to  that  as  demoralising  to  the  people  who  inflicted 
the  punishment  as  well  as  to  those  who  received  it.  As  far  as  the  Bill 
dealt  with  children  by  sending  them  to  reformatories,  or  as  far  as  it  gave 
greater  powers  in  re^rd  to  parents,  he  thought  it  was  a  good  one,  but  the 
clause  dealing  with  flogging  was  a  piece  of  class  legislation,  for  it  affected 
the  poor  rather  than  the  rich,  and  unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
do  away  with  that  clause  in  Committee  it  would  be  their  duty  on  that  side 
of  the  House  to  offer  all  the  resistance  they  could  to  the  Bill  '* 
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17th. — House  of  Commons.  Ho9Mtn{jf  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  Speeches  by  Sir  R.  Reid,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Uganda  Railway  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

18.  — House  of  Lords.    Volunteers  Bill  and  Mflitarj/ 

JLawM  Bill  introduced  by  Lord  Lansdowne 

and  read  a  first  time. 

House  of  Commons.  Birmingham  (King 
Edward  Vf.)  Schools  JBiii— Speech  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Adjournment  of  House  moved  by  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  in  protest  against  the  appointment  of  an 
English  Judge  to  succeed  Lord  Morris  as 
Lord  of  Appeal  and  lost  by  144  to  99 
(majority  45).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour, 
(1)  Mr.  Asquith,  and  Mr.  Birrell. 

Supply— Scotch  Estimates. 

19.  — Liberal  Memorial  Statue  to  Mr.  Gladstone  unveUed 

in  Central  Hall  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment by  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 

{See  page  239.) 

(2)  Mr.  Morley  at  Cambridge  (Joint  Dinner  of  Eighty 
and  Cambridge  University  Liberal  Clubs)  on 
Australian  Federation  and  on  Lord  Salisbury's 
Primrose  League  Speech.    {See  page  229.) 

21.  — House  of  Lords.    Edtication  {Scotland)  Bill 

— Committee. 

House  of  Commons.  Commonwealth  of  Aus' 
tralia  Bill  read  a  second  time  without  a 
division.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr. 
Asquith,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Bryce,  Sir  R. 
Finlay,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 

Youthful  Offenders  JBiiJ— Second  reading 
debate.  Speeches  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley 
and  (3)  Sir  W.  Foster. 

22.  — House  of  Lords.   Lord  Avebury's  Shops  {Early 

Closiltg)  Bill  refused  a  second  reading  by 

77  to  16  (majority  61).  Speeches  by  Lord 

Salisbury    and    Lord  Kimberley.  {See 

page  231.) 
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(1)  Mr.  Bzyce  on  Women  and  the  London  Borough  Councils. 

'*  He  therefore  thought  it  right  to  state  why  he  conceived  it  to  be  hk 
duty  to  vote  for  this  Bill.  He  did  so  because  it  appeared  to  him  to  have 
notning  to  do  with  the  question  of  granting  tlie  rarliamentary  franchise 
to  women  and  because  he  saw  two  strong  reasons  for  it.  In  the  first  place, 
if  the  Bill  became  law,  it  would  prevent  a  breach  of  continuity  in  the 
right  women  now  enjoyed  of  doing  this  work.  It  had  been  amply  proved 
that  women  were  competent  to  discha^  these  functions.  Every  one 
admitted  that  The  real  argument  against  the  Bill  was  the  thin-edlffe^- 
the- wedge  ar^ment.  Those  who  were  going  to  vote  a«dnst  the  Bill  said 
they  were  going  to  do  so  because  it  was  supposed  to  oe  a  step  towards 
conferring  Uie  rarliamentary  franchise  upon  women  and  admitting  them 
into  that  House.  He  should  himself  deprecate  any  such  result,  but  he  did 
not  believe  it  would  be  brought  about  The  argument  had  been  used  to 
distraot  attention  from  the  real  merits  of  the  case.  That  House  was  not 
the  slave  of  logical  uniformity,  but  it  was  perfectly  able  to  draw  a 
distinction  between  giving  women  work  they  were  fit  to  do  and  bringing 
them  into  a  sphere  so  totally  different  He  intended  to  give  the  Bill  hi* 
cordial  support" 

(2)  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  on  Irish  Local  Government 

''If  the  Irish  people  had  a  central  body  which  they  could  trust  they 
would  have  no  objection  to  its  exercising  proper  control  over  the  new  local 
bodies,  but  they  had  no  confidence  whatever  in  the  Local  Govemment 
Board." 

(3)  Lord  Kimberley  on  The  Empire. 

"  He  had  no  intention  of  speaking  with  any  political  object  when  he 
expressed  the  sincere  hope  that  they  would  beware  of  making  the  Empire 
a  watchword  of  party.  It  was  to  the  interest  of  the  nation  that  toey 
should  as  one  man,  without  respect  to  party,  endeavour  to  foster  the 
interests  of  the  Empire.  We  had  our  party  differences  at  home.  This 
was  part  of  our  Constitution  and  national  life,  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
they  shoidd  introduce  it  into  questions  of  the  Empire.'* 

(4)  Mr.  Asciuith  on  the  South  African  Settlement 

"  On  the  one  hand  we  have  learnt  so  much  during  the  war  which  was 
not  only  unknown  but  even  unsuspected  at  its  outbreak  of  the  character 
and  extent  of  the  dangers  by  which  our  position  in  South  Africa  was 
encircled,  that  we  should  be  blind  indeed  if,  in  the  light  of  our  fuller  know- 
led^  and  after  the  heavy  price  we  have  paid  for  our  ig^norance  and  our 
indifference— we  should  be  fclind  indeed  if  we  did  not  provide  for  the  future 
safeguards  both  adeo  uate  and  permanent  From  perils  such  as  those  which 
we  have  encountered  it  is,  I  believe,  the  practically  unanimous  judgment 
of  Englishmen  that  the  Empire  must  be  protected.  On  the  other  hand,  we 
should  not  only  be  false  to  all  our  professions  but  we  should  be  giving  the 
go-bye  to  the  best  traditions  of  British  statesmanship  if  we  all  lowed  our 
action,  when  the  time  comes  for  the  settlement  to  be  arranged,  to  be 
animated  by  a  spirit  of  revenge,  and  if  we  forget  that  we  have  made 
ourselves  trustees  of  a  policy  of  equal  rights  for  the  white  and  full  justice 
for  the  coloured  races  of  South  Africa.  Briton,  Boer,  and  Kaffir  have  to 
live  together  side  by  side,  each  contributing  his  own  share  to  the  com- 
munity to  which  all  alike  are  destined  to  belong.  That  is  the  govemin^g 
factor  of  the  problem  ;  and  when  both  the  disasters  and  the  glones  of  this 
war  have  passed  into  history,  while  due  and  willing  homage  will  be  paid  to 
the  brave  men  who  upon  both  sides  have  fought  and  died  for  their  cause, 
the  first  place  in  the  nonour  of  posterity  will  oe  reserved  for  the  statesman, 
if  such  there  be,  of  whom  it  can  be  recorded  that  he  blotted  out  the 
devastation  and  the  animosities  of  the  war,  and  that  he  sowed  in  the 
stricken  field  itself  the  seeds  of  unity,  peace,  and  concord.'* 
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1900. 

May  22.— House  of  Commons.    Birmingham  {King 
Edward  VI.)  Schools  jBiW— Instructions. 

Charitable  Loans  (Ireland)  Bill-- 
Committee. 

Sir  E.  Sassoon's  Imperial  Cables  Motion 
discussed  and  withdrawn.  Speech  by  Mr. 
Hanbury. 

»,  23.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour's  Ascension  Day 
Motion  carried  by  106  to  100  (majority  6). 

Mr.  Lough's  London  Boroughs  Council 
( Women^s  Disabilities  Removal)  Bill 
read  a  second  time  by  248  to  129  (majority  119). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
Courtney,  and  (1)  Mr.  Bryce. 

Lord  Spencer  at  National  Liberal  Club  (Gladstone 
Commemoration  Dinner)  on  Mr.  Gladstone. 

Isle  of  Wight  By-Election,  consequent  on  the  elevation 
to  the  Mastership  of  the  Rolls  of  *  Sir  R.  E. 
Webster,  Q.C.  (C). 

Captain  J.  E.  B.  Seely  (C)      -       -  6,432 

Mr.  Godfrey  Baring  (L)  -      -      -  5,370—1,062 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892  1895 
Webster  (C)  -  *    -    5,699      Webster  (C)  -       -  5.808 
Mendl(L).   -   -    -    5,238      Wodehouse  (L)  -   -  5,363 

n  24. — House  of  Commons.    Supply— Irish  Estimates. 

The  Local  Government  Act.  Speeches  by  Mr. 
John  Dillon,  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour,  and 
(2)  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 

(3)  Lord  Kimberley  at  Hotel  Cecil  (Colonial  Club 

Banquet)  on  the  Empire. 

«  25.— House  of  Lords.  Military  Reform.  Speeches  by  the 
Duke  of  Bedford,  Lord  Lansdowne,  and 
Lord  Kimberley. 

JEducation  (Scotland)  JBiiJ— Report. 

Coal  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child 
Labour  Underground)  J?iiJ— Committee. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Irish  Estimates. 

(4)  Mr.  Asquith  at  the  City  Liberal  Club  on  Current 

Politics. 
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(1)  Mr.  Courtney  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

Was  it  necessary  that  the  Republics  should  be  annihilated,  shoold  be 
incorporated  with  the  British  Crown  dominions  ?  In  man^  ways  the  map 
of  South  Africa  might  l»e  arranged  so  that,  without  infringing  upon  tbe 
independence  of  the  two  Boer  Republics,  they  might  have  conditions  such 
as  had  been  agreed  upon  after  war  between  free  nations,  the  abolition  of 
past  offence,  and  be  given  a  promise  of  peace  upon  a  common  basis  of 
mutual  agreement." 

(2)  Lord  Caxrington  on  the  Colonial  Marriages  Bill. 

Let  their  lordships  imagine  the  case  of  a  rich  Australian  squatter  who- 
had  made  two  or  three  minions  in  New  South  Wales  and  had  come  ta 
spend  the  end  of  his  life  in  England.  Let  it  be  supposed  that  he  bad 
married  his  deceased  wife's  sister.  He  might  be  a  man  of  great  re- 
spectability and  honoured  in  his  o>vn  country.  He  might  even  be  the  man 
who  was  made  the  first  Australian  peer,  and  he  might  be  sitting  next  to> 
Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal.  Naturally  he  would  wantahouse^ 
and  he  might  take  a  house  in  Curzon -street  on  a  999  years'  lease.  It 
might  not  be  large  enough,  and  he  mi^ht  acquire  freehold  land  in  order  to 
add  to  it  a  ballroom.  An  accident  might  happen  to  him,  either  owing  to 
the  rigour  of  the  climate  or  to  his  being  knocked  do>vn  by  a  hansom  cab, 
and  he  might  die  intestate.  Then  what  would  be  the  position  of  his  sonT 
He  would  send  for  a  lawyer,  who  would  tell  him,  *  You  are  neither  fish, 
iiesh,  fowl,  nor  good  red  herring,  but  a  mixture  of  all  four.  So  long  asvou 
are  in  your  leasehold  house  in  Curzon-street,  you  are  legitimate,  and  that 
house  l>elongs  to  you,  because  it  is  leasehold,  out  if  you  go  into  your  ball- 
room at  the  back  of  the  house,  that  part  of  the  house  does  not  belong  to 
you  and  you  are  a  bastard.'  Then  the  son  would  say,  *  What  is  my  position 
in  the  House  of  Lords  ? '  The  reply  might  be,  *  No  doubt  your  fatner  was 
a  peer.  Whether  your  mother  would  have  been  admitted  into  the  peeress's 
gallery  is  a  question  of  great  difficulty,  which  only  Lord  Ancaster,  the 
Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  could  determine.  But  one  thing  is  absolutely 
certain.  You  cannot  inherit  a  freehold  estate,  and  a  peerage  is  freehold, 
and  therefore  you  cannot  be  a  peer.  Your  father  bought  a  shooting  estate 
in  the  county  of  Norfolk.  That  also  is  freehold,  and  although  yon  can 
inherit  his  vast  riches  in  his  own  country  you  cannot  inherit  that  estate  in 
the  county  of  Norfolk.  There  are  no  relatives  that  we  can  lay  our  hand& 
upon,  ana  that  property  must  revert  to  the  Crown  * — that  is  to  say  it  will 
be  annexed  by  the  mother  country  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Orange  Free 
State  and  the  Transvaal.  This  was  not  a  fancy  picture  ;  it  represented  an 
actual  state  of  things  and  one  which  he  submitted  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  continue." 

(3)  Lord  Saliflbary  on  the  South  African  Question. 

I  observe  that  that  class  of  opinion  which,  merely  to  give  a  name  to 
it,  I  will  call  the  '  stop  the  war '  opinion,  states  that  I  have  promised  that 
there  shall  be  no  annexation  of  territory  and  no  annexation  of  goldfield^ 
or  if  they  quoted  my  words,  *  we  desire  no  goldfields,  and  we  desire  no 
territory.  But  when  you  quote  a  sentence,  you  must  read  also  the 
sentences  that  have  gone  before,  and  the  sentences  that  come  after.  I 
never  gave  a  pledge ;  I  never  meant  to  give  a  pledge ;  I  never  used  any 
words  which  coula  reasonably  be  construed  into  a  pledge.  I  stated  a 
simple  historical  fact.  We  were  accused  of  haWng  gone  to  war  to  get  the 
tomtory,  to  get  the  gold  mines.  It  was  one  of  those  atrocious  calumnies 
which  under  the  favouring  influence  of  Dr.  Leyds  spread  itself  over  the 
Press  of  Europe,  and  that  calumny  it  was  right  to  repel.  Nothing  could 
have  been  more  untrue.  We  did  not  go  to  war  with  any  desire  for 
territory.  We  went  to  war  because  we  sought  to  abato  the  oppression 
which  was  exercised  towards  the  Queen's  subjects  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
because  when  we  remonstrated  we  were  met  with  an  insulting  Ultimatum, 
to  which  if  the  Queen's  Government  had  submitted,  her  power  not  only  in 
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1900. 

May  25.— South  Manchester  By-Election,  consequent  upon  the 

accession  to  the  Dukeclom  of  Argyll  of  the 
Marquis  of  Lome  (LU). 

The  Hon.  W.  R.  W.  Peel  (LU)      -  5,497 

Mr.  Leif  Jones  (L)-              -       -  3,458—2,039 

Representation  unchanged. 

Ro6ooe(L)-  -  -  -  4,245  I  Lome  (LU)  -  -  -  4,457 
Emlyn  (C)-    -    -    -    4,064   |  Roscoe  (L)-    -    -    -  4,379 

South  Africa  Conciliation  Committee— Speech  (at 
Westminster  Palace  Hotel)  by  (1)  Mr. 
Courtney. 

„  28.— House  of  Lords.  Volunteers  Bill  read  a  second 
time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Spencer,  Lord 
Lansdowne,  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

Lord  Strathcona's  Colonial  Marrldges 
Sill  read  a  second  time  by  116  to  31  (majority 
85).  Speeches  by  Lord  Halsbury,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  (2)  Lord  Carrington,  and 
Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Motion  for  Adjournment  for 
Whitsuntide  Recess.  The  Clergy  and  Elemen- 
tary Education— Speeches  by  Mr.  S.  Smith, 
Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  John  Gorst,  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

Railways  {Prevention  of  Accidents) 
hill — Report  stage. 

Adjournment  for  Whitsuntide. 
„  29.— (3)  Lord  Salisbury  at  Cannon  Street  Hotel  (City  of 
London  Association  Dinner)  on  Political  London, 
the  Housing  Problem,  and  the  War. 

Mr.  Brodrick  at  the  Grocers'  Company  on  the  War. 


South  Africa,  but  over  her  Colonies  and  dependencies,  would  be  at  an  end. 
That  was  the  cause  that  led  us  into  war.  We  were  forced  into  war  by  the 
acdon  of  our  opponents ;  but  to  say  that  because  we  declared  it  was  not 
any  greed  of  territory  that  led  us  into  war,  that,  therefore,  we  bound 
ourselves  never  to  annex  any  territory,  i^  a  most  ridiculous  misconstruction. 
I  may  tell  you  I  came  here  to-night  without  having  any  intention 
of  going  to  Brighton— that  ma^  be  perfectly  true  ;  but  I  do  not 
bind  myself  for  all  time  that  I  will  not  go  to  Brighton.  .  .  .  Our 
only  certainty  of  preventing  an  occurrence  of  this  fearful  war  is  to 
make  sore  that  they  shall  never  a^n  nossess  such  an  accumulation  of 
armament«i.  And  no  such  security  is  within  our  reach  as  long  as  we  leave 
a  shred  of  really  independent  Government  to  either  State.  Of  course,  we 
are  not  at  the  end  of  the  war,  and,  even  if  we  were,  the  time  has  hardly 
come  when  it  would  be  safe  to  prophesy  the  real  course  which  the  Govern- 
ment should  take,  but  I  would  venture  to  lay  down  this  as  the  primary 
consideration  which  must  govern  every  other  consideiation  of  any  kind — 
that  precaution  must  be  taken  that  this  war  never  occurs  again." 
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THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

May,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  May. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note.  — In  the  foUatoing  list  of  the  chief  diviHona  in  the  Houae  of  Ocmunoiu, 
th^.  number  of  the  minority  {whether  *'  For  "  or  **  Against ")  in  a  division  is 
altoays  put  first  for  the  sake  of  convenience.  When  the  division  is  an  ^^offidal" 
one^  (i.e.)  when  the  Oovemment  or  Opposition  fFhips  are  the  Tetter*,  the 
word  *^  For"  or     Against"  as  the  case  may  6«,  is  given  in  italics.] 


May  Ist,  1900  {Division  No.  107).— On  Mr.  Nussey's  Motion, 
That,  having  regard  to  the  heavy  and  increasing  burden  of  local 
taxation  in  urban  and  certain  other  districts,  the  House  urges  upon 
the  Government  the  necessity  of  forthwith  redressing  the  undoubted 
grievances  from  which  many  ratepayers  »uffer." 


II.— Thk  Education  Code  and  Minute. 

May  3rd,  1900  (Division  No.  108).— On  Mr.  Button's  Amendment 
(to  Mr.  Jebb's  Motion)  declaring  that  the  proposals  contained  in  the 
Code  of  Regulations  for  day  schools  and  in  the  Minute  of  the  Board 
of  Education  were  educationally  unsatisfactory. 


III. — The  Spion  Kop  Dispatches. 

May  4th,  1900  (Division  No.  109).— On  Mr.  Runciman's  Motion 
to  reduce  the  War  Office  Vote  by  £200  by  way  of  protest  against 
the  publication  of  the  Spion  Kop  Dispatches. 

For,  118;  Again$t,  217. 


I. — Local  Taxation. 


For,  100 ;  Against,  142. 


For,  107  ;  Against,  190. 
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IV. — Phosphorus  Match  Factoribs. 

May  7th,  1900  (Divisum  No,  114).— On  Captaia  Norton's  Motion 
declaring  that  the  present  rules  with  regard  to  the  employment  of 
persons  in  Incifer  match  factories  ought  to  be  annulled. 

For,  39 ;  Against,  100. 
V. — Duration  op  Sprbchbs. 
May  8th,  1900  (Divition  No.  118).— On  Major  Rasch's  Motion, 
That  no  Speech  Mother  than  those  delivered  by  Ministers  or  Ex- 
Ministers,  or  by  the  mover  of  a  Bill  or  Resolution)  shall  exceed 
twenty  minutes  in  length.'' 

For,  93 ;  Against,  136. 

VI. — Ministers  as  Directors. 

May  8th,  1900  {Division  No.  119).— On  Mr.  Swift  MacNeill's 
Motion  declaring  the  position  of  a  company  director  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown,  and  the  union  of  such 
offices  to  be  calculated  to  lower  the  dignity  of  public  life. 

For,  73 ;  Against,  84. 

VII. — Birmingham  (Kino  Edward  VI.)  Schools. 

May  15th,  1900  (Dimsion  No.  124).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Birmingham  (King  Edward  VI.)  Schools  Bill. 

Against,  144  ;  For,  210. 

VIII.— Cheap  Trains. 

May  16th,  1900  (Division  No.  125).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  reading  of  the  Cheap  Trains  Bill. 

For,  145  ;  Against,  174. 

IX.  — Ireland  and  the  Law  Lords. 

May  18th,  1900  {Division  No.  127).— On  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy's 
Motion  to  adjourn  the  House  in  order  to  discuss  the  nomination  of  an 
Englishman  to  a  law  lordship  in  succession  to  an  Irish  Judge. 

For,  101 ;  Against,  146. 

X.  — Women  and  Borough  Councils. 

May  23rd,  1900  {Division  No.  135.)— On  the  Motion  for  the 
second  xeading  of  the  London  Borough  Councils  (Women's  Disabili- 
ties Removal)  Bill. 

Against,  131  ;  For,  251. 

XI. — Railway  Accidents  Bill. 

May  28th,  1900  {Division  No.  142). — On  Mr.  Burns's  Motion  that 
all  private  lines,  colliery  lines,  and  hidings  should  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill. 

For,  41 ;  Against,  81. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


A  Khaki 
Elbotion. 


Tberb  is  something  not  very  far  short  of 
the  repulsive  in  the  way  men's  thoughts  are 
being  directed  from  the  battle6elds  of  South 


Africa  and  from  the  hard  fate  of  too  many  gallant  fellows  dying  of 
enteric  fever  in  the  flower  of  their  days,  to  the  vulgarly  familiar 
prospect  of  a  General  Election.  Mr.  Tadpole  and  Mr  Taper  furbishing 
up  election  cries  out  of  the  blood  and  bones  of  the  British  soldier ; 
dingy  hoardings  in  ugly  suburbs  all  ablaze  with  Union  J acks  enveloping 
the  fraudulent  addresses  of  place  hunters;  cries  of  "Vote  for  Potbelly 
and  rejoice  the  heart  of  dear  Old  Bobs.''  These  are  not  pleasant 
sights  or  sounds,  nor  can  they  greatly  tend  to  preserve  whatever 
respect  remains  for  constitutional  proceedings. 

The  date  of  a  General  Election  is  the  one  rod  in  pickle  a  Prime 
Minister  is  supposed  to  have  in  his  cupboard.  It  is  hardly  even 
Cabinet  business.  Speculation  concerning  it  being,  therefore,  more 
than  usually  idle,  is,  naturally  enough,  always  rife.  The  Man  in  the 
Street  loves  to  personify  strife.  The  Good  and  the  Bad,  Ormuzd  and 
Ahriman,  "  Pull  Baker,  pull  Devil,"  he  has  quite  made  up  his  mind 
that  a  contest  is  raging  between  Lord  Salisbury  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
as  to  when  Parliament  is  to  be  dissolved.  Lord  Salisbury  is  against 
an  immediate  dissolution,  but  Mr.  Chamberlain,  pale  with  baffled 
ambition,  hungry  for  great  place,  is  eagerly  pressing  one  upon  his 
reluctant  chief. 

It  may  be  so,  or  it  may  not.  The  Man  (located  as  above)  has  no 
doubt  about  it,  and  sides  with  the  baker  or  the  devil  as  his  humour 
dictates.  "  If  he  does  he  is  a  cad,"  "  If  he  does  not  he  is  a  fool,"  are 
familiar  scraps  of  political  conversation. 

It  is  a  ticklish  subject  for  democrats  to  handle.  Mr.  Carlyle  could 
doubtless  have  done  it  full  justice,  but  Liberals  must  walk  warily.  It 
was  cuttingly  observed  of  the  British  Constitution  by  Rousseau  that 
under  its  provisions  the  English  people  enjoy  freedom  once  every  seven 
years  for  three  weeks  during  a  General  Election.  Why  should  we 
quarrel  with  an  appeal  to  Ourselves  ?  Is  the  sovereign  people  unfit  to 
vote  aye  or  no — for  annexation  or  against  ?  They  were  not  asked  about 
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the  beginning  of  the  war — is  it  unconstitutional  to  seek  inspiration  at 
the  fountain  head  as  to  how  it  is  to  be  ended  ?  These  are  not  questions 
lightly  to  be  disregarded. 

On  the  other  hand  it  has  never  been  a  maxim  of  British  statesman- 
ship to  take  its  orders  from  the  electorate  day  by  day.  As  long  as  a 
GoTemment  could  govern,  it  has  gone  on  governing — nor  has  it  ever 
sought  to  divert  a  strong  national  sentiment  into  purely  party 
channels.  The  Tadpoles  and  Tapers,  influential  as  they  always  are, 
have  never  yet  been  at  the  helm.  What  Ministers  under  our  system 
have  asked  for  from  the  people  is  power.  When  power  ceased  they 
have  withdrawn  or  been  dismissed.  Lord  Salisbury's  power  is  not 
even  threatened.  Never  was  Minister  more  powerful  than  he  is  at  the 
present  moment  His  strongest  opponents  are  the  very  last  to  wish  to 
see  him  give  place  to  any  possible  successor.  Neither  his  Queen  nor 
his  country  are  dissatisfied.  His  parliamentary  majority  is  huge. 
Why  then  should  he  in  a  period  of  anxiety  abroad — of  unsettlement, 
when  untoward  things  may  still  happen — appeal  to  the  country  for  a 
support  it  is  already  lavishing  upon  him  ?  Were  he  to  do  so  simply 
to  scatter  the  slender  ranks  of  his  party  opponents,  to  save  a  score  of 
possibly  doubtful  seats,  to  increase  an  already  abnormal  majority,  he 
would  do  much  to  degrade  politics.  Any  such  thought  is,  I  am  sure, 
a  stranger  to  his  breast. 

But  this  is  not  quite  the  way  the  Colonial  Secretary  would  put  it. 
What  I  understand  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  be  prepared  to  say  to  the 
House  of  Commons  is  something  like  this.  "The  Government  is 
going  to  settle  the  South  African  Question  after  this  fashion.  (And  he 
will  then  state  it.)  We  are  not  going  to  submit  it  to  you  for  rectifi- 
cation. If  you  quarrel,  however  inefTectively,  with  it— if  you 
challenge  it,  however  unsuccessfully,  in  any  particular,  I  have  in  my 
pocket  the  authority  of  the  Crown  to  dissolve  and  shall  go  down  to 
Birmingham  and  bid  my  people  *  Vote  Khaki.' " 

If  this  should  prove  to  be  Mr.  Chamberlain's  challenge  it  must  and 
will  be  taken  up.  It  were  fifty  times  better  that  the  next  Parliament 
should  not  contain  a  single  Liberal  than  that  the  first  free  Consulta- 
tive Chamber  in  the  world  should  allow  herself  to  be  insulted. 

The  great  thing  in  politics  is  never  to  be  frightened.  "  Khaki  "  is 
not  the  only  wear.  Whether  Lord  Salisbury  dissolves  this  year  or  next, 
Parliament  will  endure,  and  things  will  be  what  they  will  be.  The 
end  is  not  yet. 

A.  B. 
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The  British  flag  flies  at  Pretoria — thanks 
The  "Boiling  Point."  to  Lord  Roberts's  brilliant  strate|?y  and  Tommy 
Atkins's  splendid  valour.  Will  the  Government 
endeavour  to  "  improve  the  occasion  "  by  dissolving,  so  as  to  get  the 
electors  to  vote  khaki  1  They  are  being  urged  to  do  so  by  many  of 
their  supporters  in  the  press,  and  the  plan  was  unblushingly  set  out 
in  the  "  Political  Notes"  in  the  Times  on  May  29th  :— 

**  As  the  air  ia  just  now  full  of  rumours  of  a  dissolution  within  the  next 
few  weeks,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that  no  official  confirmation  is  obtainable, 
and  that,  in  Ministerial  quarters  usually  up-to-date  in  electioneering  matters, 
the  belief  prevails  that  no  final  decision  upon  the  subject  has  yet  been  taken 
by  the  Caoinet.  At  the  same  time,  the  fact  cannot  be  concealed  that  the 
probability  of  an  appeal  to  the  constituencies  before  the  end  of  the  year  is 
becoming  generally  accepted  by  Unionists  as  well  as  Liberals,  the  only 
marked  difference  of  opinion  being  as  to  whether  the  period  chosen  wiU  be 
July  or  October.  The  reason  advanced  for  winding  up  urgent  Parliamentan- 
business  as  quickly  as  may  be  after  Whitsuntide,  and  going  to  the  country 
forthwith,  is  that  the  entry  of  Lord  Roberts  into  Pretoria  will  mark  the 
zenith  of  the  Grovemment's  popularity,  and  that  no  Administration  could  be 
expected  to  miss  so  favourable  an  opportunity  for  securing  a  fresh  lease  of 
power.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  argued  by  experienced  tacticians  that  the 
Ministerial  demand  for  a  new  electoral  mandate  will  come  with  greater  force 
after  a  provisional  Grovernment  has  been  set  up  in  the  Transvaal  and  the 
terms  of  settlement  have  been  definitely  formulated ;  and,  in  regard  to  the 
question  of  popularity,  it  is  submitted  that,  even  if  the  present  enthusiasm 
should  cool  down  somewhat  in  the  interim,  it  will  inevitably  reach  boiling 
point  again  when  the  troops  begin  to  return  from  the  front — a  process  which, 
it  is  hoped,  will  be  in  full  operation  by  the  month  of  October." 

The  best  comment  on  this  is  to  be  found  in  Lord  Beaconsfield's  defence 
of  himself  when  he  was  blamed  for  not  having  had  a  "  Peace  with 
Honour"  Dissolution  in  1878.  He  said  (in  a  letter  to  a  friend,  recently 
given  in  the  Observer) : — 

**  A  Minister  with  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons  has  no 
business  to  dissolve  merely  with  the  object  of  gaining  an  advantage  at  the 
polls  due  to  transitory  circumstances.  It  is  said  I  have  lost  a  golden  oppor- 
tunity. I  am  not  so  sure  of  it.  The  English  people  do  not  like  breaches  of 
Constitutional  practice.  Had  I  yielded  to  the  temptation  that  undoubtedly 
presented  itself  in  July,  1878,  they  might,  and  probably  would,  have  visited 
my  sins  upon  my  head." 

But  we  can  beliove  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  capable  of  committing 
the  sin  from  which  even  Lord  Beaconsfleld,  himself  none  too  scrupu- 
lous, shrank  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago. 


Several  Unionist  M.P.'s  have  written  to  the 
"Common  Local  Times  on  the  subject  of  a  General  Election. 
ELKcnoNKERiNG."    Some  (like  Sir  Howard  Vincent)  deprecate  it ; 

most  approve  of  it.  Sir  Fortescue  Flannerv 
(on  May  28th)  argued  that  the  existing  mandate  of  the  Government 
did  not  justify  them  in  taking  **  so  serious  a  step  as  the  annexation  of 
the  vast  territory  of  the  two  Republics  in  South  Africa."  The  beet 
commentary  on  that  is  that  the  Orange  Free  State  has  already  become 
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the  Orange  River  Colony.  Mr.  J.  E.  Gordon  (the  Tory  member  for 
Elgin  and  Kairn)  was  much  franker.  His  argument  was  that  on  their 
rerord  the  Government  would  be  beaten,  but  that  khakiness  would 
cover  a  multitude  of  domestic  sins.    He  said  (May  28th) : — 

**I  have  every  confidence  in  an  appeal  to  such  a  sworn  jury  (i.e.,  siPorn 
m  a  Ihnki  iss^te) ;  but  I  have  none  if  the  record  of  the  Unionist  party  be 
l)ehind  us  and  only  common  local  electioneering  is  before  the  people. ' 

Mr.  R.  B.  Martin,  the  Tory  member  for  Mid  Worcester,  was  equally 
frank  in  his  constituency  on  June  1st : — 

*'He  could  not  help  thinking  that  if  the  Government  were  wise  they 
would  have  an  election  as  soon  as  they  could,  it  being  so  important  that  the 
country  should  say  what  they  wanted  done  in  South  Africa,  now  the  (question 
was  fairly  and  sauarely  before  them.  Six  months  hence  the  plain  issue 
might  be  obscured  by  the  conflicting  problems  they  would  have  to  discuss 
after  the  war  was  over.  Upon  these  there  would  be  a  division  of  opinion, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  wise  to  take  the  voice  of  the  country  now  on  the 
main  question  what  they  were  to  do  in  South  Africa." 

Thb  is  charmingly  naive.  Mr.  Martin  wants  an  election  when  all  the 
controversial  questions  are  nicely  tucked  away  out  of  sight. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is 
Unionist  Protests   certain  strong  feeling  on  the  Unionist  side 
AGAINST  Khakiness.  against  a  Khaki  Dissolution.    The  National 
Review  for  June  says : — 
"There  is  no  reason  to  suppose    that  Lord    Salisbury  has,  so  far, 
surrendered  to  Khakiism,  and  it  would  be  truly  deplorable  if  the  country 
were  prematurely  plunged  into  the  tiurmoil  of  a  Greneral  Election,  which  is 
not  due  until  next  year.    The  opponents  of  the  Dissolution  policy  feel  that 
it  would  hardly  be  *  cricket '  to  pervert  the  great  undertaking  in  which  the 
whole  British  Elmpire  has  been  engaged  to  purely  party  purposes." 

But  the  Khakiites  are  strenuous  and  determined,  and  they  may 
easily  convert  the  Cabinet  to  their  way  of  thinking : — 

"The  dissolution  has  no  personal  attraction  for  the  Salisbury s,  th© 
Devonahires,  or  the  Balfours,  who  would  much  prefer  a  spell  of  Opposition 
after  five  years  of  oflice  ;  but  it  has  irresistible  attractions  for  some  of  their 
leaser  colleagues,  who  relapse  into  obscurity  as  soon  as  they  cease  to  manage 
the  alEurs  of  the  nation.  Their  voice  and  vote  are  therefore  necessarily  m 
favour  of  a  dissolution,  in  which  they  would  sweep  into  office  on  the  shoulders 
of  Lord  Roberts,  Lord  Kitchener,  Greneral  fiaden-Powell,  Sir  Greorge 
White,  etc." 

Lord  Heneage,  in  a  letter  to  the  Times  on  J une  2nd,  said  : — 

Might  it  not  happen  that  the  electors  would  resent  an  unexpected  and 
onneceasary  dissolution  this  year,  and  think  that  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  had  been  forgotten  in  an  unfair  attempt,  whilst  Lord  Salisbury  is 
still  Prime  Minister,  to  obtain  a  renewed  majority  to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  his  successor  for  another  term  of  five  years  ? " 

The  SpeckUor  on  the  oiher  hand  argues  that  the  highest  moral  courage 
would  be  shown  in  risking  a  superficial  misunderstanding  of  its 
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motives.  "  All  that  is  demanded  is  that  there  should  be  no  unworthy 
attempt  to  exploit  victory  for  party  and  electoral  purposes."  The 
Spectator  must  (as  the  Weat'ninster  Gazette  pointed  out)  know  that  if 
an  election  is  held  at  the  boiling  point,"  it  will  be  quite  unnecessary 
to  make  any  "attempt."    You  put  the  kettle  on  and  ic  boils  of  itself. 


A  great  sensation  was  created  early  last 
The  Spion  Kop      month  by  the  publication  of  what  have  come 
Despatches.        to  be  known  as  "  The  Spion  Kop  Despatches." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  one  of  the 
attempts  to  reach  Ladysmith  which  failed,  Spion  Kop  was  first  of  all 
taken,  and  then  almost  immediately  abandoned ;  and  it  is  the  story  of 
how  this  happened  that  was  told  in  these  despatches,  which  consisted 
of  despatches  from  Sir  Redvers  Buller  and  Sir  Charles  Warren,  with 
some  very  strong  comments  on  them  both  by  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
Lord  Roberts.  (See  Liberal  Magazine  for  May — at  page  169.)  Sir 
Charles  Warren  was  subsequently  removed  from  his  command  in 
Natal,  but  Sir  Redvers  Buller  left  in  command  of  the  Natal  Army 
Everybody  wanted  to  know  why,  if  they  intended  to  leave  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  in  command,  the  Government  had  taken  the  extraordinary  step 
of  publishing  despatches  which  so  severely  censured  him.  To  justify 
their  action,  the  Grovernment  published  the  following  telegrams  which 
had  passed  between  liord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Roberts  and  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  with  reference  to  the  publication  of  the  despatches  : — 

1. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  Field-Marshal  Lord  Roberts. 

(Telegram  No.  170.)  War  Office,  March  28th,  1900. 

What  do  you  propose  as  to  publication  of  Spion  Kop  despatches  ?  Please 
see  my  tele^m  to  Buller,  No.  605,  of  January  6th,  and  No.  110,  of  February 
6th ;  description  of  a  despatch  given  in  the  latter  has  been  quoted  in 
Parliament. 

We  cannot  publish  all  the  dociunents  enclosed  with  your  despatch  of 
February  13th.    We  might,  perhaps,  publish  the  following  : — 

1.  Your  despatch  of  February  13th. 

2.  Buller's  report  of  January  30th. 

3.  Warren's  report,  dated  Hatting's  Farm,  January  29th. 

4.  Buller's  letter,  dated  Spearman's  Hill,  January  30th,  covering 

Warren's  report  on  Spion  Kop. 

6.  Warren's  separate  report  on  Spion  Kop. 

But  I  do  not  feel  justified  in  thus  editing  the  papers  unless  you  concur, 
and  you  may  perhaps  think  well  to  refer  to  Buller. 

I  suggest y  as  an  alternative,  that  we  should  treat  your  despatch  of  F^^uary 
iWi  aiid  all  its  enclosures  as  confidential,  aiui  that  Buller  should  send,  through 
1/011,  a  fxdX  narrative  of  the  operations.  This  you  could  forward  to  me  with 
any  observations  you  desired  to  make  for  pubUcation. 
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2. 

From  Field-Marshal  Lord  Roberts  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
(Received  April  1st.) 
(Telegram  No.  360.)  Bloemfontein,  March  3l8t,  1900. 

With  reference  to  your  telegram  No.  170,  dated  March  28th,  regarding 
the  Spion  Kop  despatches,  I  have  suggested  to  Buller  that  he  should  prepare 
a  full  narrative  of  the  operations  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  conveyed 
in  your  telegram  No.  110  of  February  6th. 

He  has  replied  as  follows  : — 
I  do  not  at  all  like  the  idef$  of  re-ioriting  a  despatch  for  publication.  I 
mtidt  prefer  to  leave  it  in  the  hcmds  of  ^  Commander-in-Chiefs  and  let  him 
tdect  for  publication  whatever  he  thinks  proper" 

I  have  no  objection  to  publication  of  the  paper  with  omissions  specified 
by  you.  It  might  perhaps  be  better  to  overrule  JBuller's  objection  and  adopt 
alternative  course  which  you  suggest.    Wire  reply. 

3. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  Field-Marshal  Lord  Roberts. 
(Telegram  No.  174.)  War  Office,  April  2nd,  1900. 

Your  No.  360.  In  view  of  BuUer's  objection,  I  abandon  proposal  that 
despatch  should  be  re-written.  I  propose  to  publish  selection  described  in 
my  telegram  No.  170. 

4. 

From  Field-Marshal  Lord  Roberts  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
(Telegram  No.  400.)  Bloemfontein,  April  6th,  1900. 

Tour  No.  174.    I  agree  to  my  despatch  of  February  13th  being  published. 

The  important  passages  are  those  we  have  italicised.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  Sir  Redvers  Bailer,  invited  to  ^'  rewrite "  his  despatch 
for  publication,  flatly  declined  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 


The  Spion  Kop  despatches  were  debated  in 
The  Spion         both  Houses  of  Parliament  on  May  4th,  in  the 
Eop  Debates.      House  of  Lords  at  the  instance  of  Lord 
Portsmouth,  in  the  House  of  (Emmons  as  a 
motion  by  Mr.  Rnnciman.    Mr.  Wyndham  made  a  long  and  rambling 
explanation  which  explained  nothing,  the  best  comment  on  which 
was  at  once  furnished  by  Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  the  Tory  member  for 
the  Wellington  Division  of  Somerset : — 

"  There  was  no  longer  any  misconception  in  regard  to  this  matter.  They 
had  thought  that  the  (^vemment  had  a  case,  and  it  was  now  known  that 
they  had  none.  He  emphatically  denied  that  the  €k)vemment  acted  wisely 
in  publishing  these  despatches,  or  that  they  were  right  in  associating  Lord 
BoDerts  and  Sir  Redvers  Buller  with  the  publication  of  them.  A  general 
oflSoer,  commanding  30,000  men,  had  been  censured  in  face  of  his  whole 
araiY  and  in  face  of  the  whole  world.  The  result  would  be  to  shake  the 
oonndence  of  the  troops  in  Sir  Redvers  Buller  and  to  weaken  the  authority 
of  Lord  Roberts  over  those  troops  who  were  attached  to  their  general  and 
who  believed  that  nothing  could  be  wrong  and  nothing  had  been  wrong. 
The  responsibility  for  the  publication  of  these  des^tches  rested  on  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  they  had  no 
business  to  refer  to  Lord  Roberts.  It  was  another  instance  of  the  curious 
mixture  of  want  of  confidence  in  themselves,  on  the  one  hand,  and  over- 
aasuiance  on  the  other,  which  seemed  to  him  to  have  characterised  the  action 
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of  the  Government  throughout  the  conduct  of  this  war.  Lord  Roberts  could 
not  have  refused  to  have  the  despatches  published,  because  it  might  then  have 
been  said  that  he  was  afraid  to  say  to  a  man's  face  what  he  had  said  behind 
his  back.  It  was  still  more  impossible  for  Sir  Red  vers  Buller  to  refuse.  He 
had  no  knowledge  of  Sir  Redvers  BuUer's  capacity  as  a  soldier,  but,  at  all 
events,  he  happened  to  be  a  gentleman.  He  was  asked  to  rewrite  a  despatch 
he  had  already  sent  home,  and  to  put  in  it,  not  what  did  happen,  but  what 
did  not  happen." 

In  the  House  of  Lords,  Lord  Lansdowne's  extraordinary  defence  was 
that  the  despatches  were  published  in  order  to  feed  the  public  appetite 
for  information : — 

**  I  strongly  suspect  that  if  we  had  taken  that  line  the  public  would  have 
endeavoured  to  insist  upon  publication  ;  and  I  doubt  extremely  whether  we 
should  have  been  able  to  offer  a  successful  resistance.  Why,  my  lords,  that 
action  at  Spion  Kop  cost  us  over  1,600  casualties.  I  doubt  whether  there 
was  any  engagement  in  the  campaign  which  aroused  a  deeper  public  interest 
than  the  battle  of  Spion  Kop,  and  do  your  lordships  think  that  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  us,  if  asked  whether  there  were  any  despatches  about  that 
engagement,  to  have  said  that  we  had  such  despatches,  but  that  we  intended 
to  keep  them  to  ourselves,  or  that  that  answer  would  have  been  accepted  as 
sufficient  and  satisfactory  by  the  public  ?  I  doubt  it  extremely.  We  would 
have  been  exposed  to  a  well-known  ordeal  in  public  life — the  ordeal  of 
question  and  answer.  We  would  have  been  asked  whether  there  were 
despatches,  and  we  would  have  to  answer  *  Yes.'  We  would  have  been  asked 
whether  they  contained  such  and  such  statements.  If  we  said  *No'  we 
would  next  be  asked  whether  they  contained  such  and  such  another  state- 
ment. In  that  way  the  contents  would  have  been  wormed  out  of  us ;  and  it 
is  my  belief  that  in  the  end — what  with  being  shelled  in  Parliament  mhI 
sniped  at  in  the  Press — we  should  be  compelled  to  make  a  clean  breast  of  it 
and  lay  the  papers  upon  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons." 

Lord  Kimberley  and  Lord  Rosebery  both  made  short  work  of  this 
extraordinary  explanation,  Lord  Rosebery  saying : — 

**  Now  there  are  two  results  of  this  policy.  One  is  that  you  have  been 
compelled  to  wash  some  dirty  linen  in  the  presence  of  the  world.  The  con- 
duct of  your  military  operations  has  not  been  uniformly  successful,  and  it 
has  not  been  free  from  tne  criticism  of  Europe  ;  but  as  far  as  I  can  infer  from 
what  reaches  us  from  the  Continental  press  all  comment  hitherto  passed  on 
our  operations  in  the  field  is  low,  is  dumb,  as  compared  with  the  stupor  of 
astonishment  with  which  they  had  received  the  publication  of  these 
despatches.  Then  there  is  the  second  effect,  which  has  a  far  greater 
influence  on  Sir  Redvers  Buller  himself.  Some  of  these  generals  have  been 
punished,  some  have  not.  Sir  Charles  Warren  has  been  removed  ;  a  colonel 
who  was  at  Spion  Kop  and  who  sent  a  telegram  perhaps  in  too  urgent 
language — but  I  am  not  sure  of  that  from  the  necessity  of  the  situation — has 
been  suddenly  placed  on  half-pay.  The  highest  of  all  has  been  left  to  bear 
the  stigma  you  have  placed  upon  him  in  the  presence  of  his  victorious 
troops.  I  can  hardly  conceive  a  greater  stigma  on  a  general  commanding  in 
the  field  than  to  say  that  he  does  not  care  to  see  what  is  right  should  be 
carried  out  and  does  not  care  to  exercise  his  own  high  authority.  Very 


brought  against  Sir  Kedvers  Buller — that  he  does  not  sufficiently  exercise 
his  high  authority.  But  we  have  never  given  him  censure ;  we  have  been 
astonished  at  the  patience  with  which  wie  noble  marquis  has  borne  it. 
The  noble  marquis,  however,  is  not  commanding  in  the  field ;  he  has  not 


much  the  same 


noble  marquis  as  is 
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behind  him  thousands  of  soldiers,  hundreds  of  officers,  all  reading  the 
judicial  condemnation  passed  on  his  conduct  by  Lord  Roberts,  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief. I  venture  to  say  you  have  degraded  his  authority,  you  have 
impaired  his  position  in  a  way  which  was  not  achieved  by  any  of  the  repulses 
he  met  with  in  the  field.  Why  have  you  done  this  ?  Because  you,  the 
strongest  Grovemment  of  modem  times,  have  been  unable  to  face  the  prospect 
of  a  few  questions  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Gladstone  once  said  to 
me  of  a  statesman  who  is  now  dead,  and  whom  I  shall  not  name,  that  he  was 
of  a  composition  to  which  water  would  add  strength.  I  am  afraid  that 
history  will  write  that  epitaph  on  her  Majesty's  Government." 

Public  opinion  has  with  rare  unanimity  endorsed  the  justice  of  this 
stinging  epitaph. 


We  doubt  if  in  Parliament  there  has  ever 
"  I  WAS  COMING      been  a  more  damaging  piece  of  croes-examina- 
TO  THAT."         tion  than  that  of  I^rd  Lansdowne  by  Lord 
Kimberley  and  Lord  Rosebery  in  this  Spion 
Kop  debate  on  May  4th.    Here  it  is  in  full : — 

"Lord  Lansdowne:  I  have  found  at  least  three  recent  cases  which 
occurred  during  the  Afghan  war,  when  despatches  containing  very  distinct 
censures  upon  the  generals  in  command  in  the  operations  were  published. 

**  Lord  KiMBERLET  :  When  was  that  ? 

**  Lord  Lansdowne  :  All  the  cases  occurred  in  1880.  T  will  not  mention 
the  names  of  the  generals  who  were  censured. 

"  Lord  KiHBERLET  :  Were  the  despatches  published  ? 
'*  Lord  Lansdowne  :  Yes. 

"  Lord  Kimberley  :  Were  they  published  whilst  the  operations  were 
going  on  ? 

**  Lord  Lansdowne  :  **  Yes  ;  they  appear  to  have  been  published  almost 
immediately  after  the  operations  described. 

Lord  KosEBEBT  :  May  I  ask  what  became  of  the  generals  ? 

**Lord  Lansdowne:  I  teas  coming  to  that.  In  those  three  cases  other 
tmjfioyfmtnt  'teas  found  for  Hie  generals.^* 

We  do  not  for  a  moment  doubt  Lord  Lansdowne  when  he  says  that  he 
"  was  coming  "  to  the  point  that  in  the  Afghan  war  the  three  censured 
Generals  were  dismissed.  But  Mr.  Wyndham  in  the  other  House 
certainly  was  not  equally  frank.  He,  too,  referred  to  the  precedents 
of  the  Afghan  war : — 

**  The  only  two  occasions  which  are  at  all  comparable  to  this  occurred 
daring  the  Afghan  war  of  1879  and  1880,  the  operations  in  which  General 
Massev  was  en^ged  at  the  end  of  1879,  and  those  which  resulted  in  the 
overwhelming  OLsaster  at  Maiwand  ;  and  then  there  was  full  publication  and 
ample  criticism,  and  even  criticism  on  the  ground  of  the  puolication  being 
too  meagre  and  unsatisfactory." 

This  was  quoted  to  show  that  the  "only  precedents  that  exist  of 
reverses  are  in  favour  of  publication."  It  was  left  for  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman — in  the  very  last  speech  of  the  debate— to 
supply  the  information  to  which  Lord  Lansdowne  was  coming  when 
questioned  by  Lord  Rosebery.    Sir  Henry  said : — 


Digitized  by 


224 


THB  LIBERAL  MAOAZIXB. 


(June,  1900. 


"What  was  done  in  the  case  of  Maiwand?  The  two  general  offioew 
concerned  were  immediately  superseded,  and  before  any  despatch  was  pub- 
lished at  all." 

It  would  have  been  better  if  Mr.  Wyndham  had  been  as  frank  as  his 
chief,  Lord  Lansdowne,  would  have  been  but  for  the  intervention 
of  Lord  Kimberley  and  Lord  Bosebery. 


The  Unionist  Press  found  very  little  to  say 
Cooking  the      in  defence  of  the  Government's  Spion  Kop 
Despatches.        policy,  and  the  Times  actually  led  the  adverse 
criticism.    On  May  4th  it  said  : — 

**  Comment  upon  this  correspondence  is  almost  superfluous.  It  shows  us 
the  Secretary  of  State  endeavouring  to  shift  on  to  the  Commander-in-Chief 
in  the  field  the  responsibility  that  rightly  belongs  to  the  authorities  at  home. 
Nothing  that  Sir  Redvers  Buller  has  done  since  he  went  to  South  Africa  is 
so  creditable  to  him  as  his  refusal  to  rewrite  a  despatch  for  the  purpose  of 
publication.  The  suggestion  is  unmistakable  that  he  should  produce  a 
narrative,  in  view  of  the  comments  made  by  Lord  Roberts  upon  lus  original 
statement,  of  such  a  character  that  Lord  Roberts  might  be  able  to  pass  a 
more  favourable  judgment  thereupon,  and  that  the  British  public  should  be 
deluded  by  reports  and  comments  made  to  order.  Sir  R«dvers  BuUer  refused 
to  be  a  party  to  this  whitewashing  even  of  himself,  and  for  that  mond 
courage  we  feel  disposed  to  pardon  much  in  his  conduct  of  operations 
that  seems  to  call  for  adverse  comment  if  not  for  actual  condemnation.  The 
question  whether  or  not  real  despatches  should  be  published  sinks  into 
total  insignificance  beside  the  question  whether  despatches  made  to  order 
shall  be  palmed  off  upon  the  public  as  genuine  expressions  of  opinion  by 
responsible  officers.  Sir  Redvers  Buller  has  refused  to  be  a  party  to  the 
cooking  of  despatches,  although  he  was  offered  the  considerable  bribe  of 
conducting  the  culinary  operation  for  his  own  advantage.  Lord  Roberts, 
finding — no  doubt  with  pleasure — ^this  alternative  impracticable,  took  the 
very  proper  and  judicious  course  of  limiting  his  acceptance  of  the  other 
alternative  offered  him  in  the  strictest  possible  way.  He  confined  himself  to 
imtimating  that  he  had  no  objection  to  offer  to  the  publication  of  his 
despatch.  Of  course  he  could  have  none.  He  had  written  nothing  of  which 
he  had  any  need  to  be  ashamed,  although  he  had  written  what  was  prima 
facie  confidential.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  wished  to  publish  what  he  had 
written,  he  could  not  object,  but  the  absence  of  objection  does  not  argue 
approval  of  the  course  taken  by  the  military  authorities  at  home." 

Next  day  (May  5th),  after  the  debate,  the  Times  was  not  less 
emphatic : — 

**  The  statement  of  the  case  by  Lord  Blimberley  and  Lord  Rosebery  in  the 
Upper  House  and  by  Mr.  Asquith  in  the  Lower  House  places  the  matter 
upon  a  proper  footing.  Whatever  Ministers  may  say,  and  whatever  majori- 
ties may  determine,  it  is  not  just  and  rational  that  such  severe  and  trenchant 
criticisms  as  those  contained  in  the  despatch  of  Lord  Roberts,  dealin^^  with 
the  Spion  Kop  aflGiir,  should  be  published  by  the  War  Office  unless  imme- 
diate and  decisive  action  is  to  be  taken  upon  them.  Still  more  clear  is  it 
that  public  opinion  regards  with  suspicion  and  resentment  the  attempt  to 
have  despatches  bearing  upon  unfortunate  events  re-written  for  general  con- 
sumption.   Mr.  Balfour,  like  Lord  Lansdowne  and  Mr.  Wyndham,  is  full  of 
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indigiuition  at  the  thought  that  any  '  cooking '  was  intended.  But  *  the  man 
in  the  street '  wiD  not  easily  be  persuaded  that,  when  Sir  Redvers  BuUer 
was  asked  to  rewrite  his  despatch,  it  was  not  intended  that  he  should  make 
it  more  palatable  to  the  public  than  it  was  in  its  original  form.  A  more 
serious  and  inexcusable  statement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Balfour,  in  reply  to 
the  very  manly  and  outspoken  speech  of  Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  is  that 
Ix»rd  Roberts  was  'primarily  concerned'  in  the  suggestion  that  Sir 
Redvers  BuUer's  despatch  should  be  re-written.  As  the  correspondence 
shows,  he  simply  transmitted  the  request  of  the  Secretary  for  War,  on 
whom  the  entire  responsibility  rests,  to  Sir  Redvers  Buller.  It  is,  we  agree 
with  Sir  A.  Acland-Hood,  to  the  credit  of  that  commander  that  he  preferred 
to  stand  by  the  documents  he  had  originally  sent  to  his  official  chiefs.  It  is, 
on  the  other  hand,  impossible  to  assent  to  the  contention  of  Mr.  Wyndham 
that  the  publication  of  the  original  despatches,  after  a  delay  which  still 
remains  unexplained,  was  calculated  to  stimulate  the  confidence  of  the  troops 
in  South  Africa  in  the  general  officers  commanding  them.'' 

The  situation  was  happily  hit  off  by  Mr.  Gould  (in  the  Westminster 
Gazeite)  in  a  cartoon  entitled  "The  Rejected  Whitewash."  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  is  being  shaved  by  Lord  Lansdowne : — 

**  Lord  Lansdowne  :  Excuse  me,  Greneral,  but  if  you'  want  to  keep  your 
hair  from  falling  off  I  can  recommend  this  wash. 

"General  Bulleb  :  Confound  your  whitewash,  sir — keep  it  for  your 
Government." 

The  need  of  the  €k>yemment  is  certainly  greater. 


The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  feels  it 
Sib  M.  Hicks-Beach  necessary  to  preacli  on  the  imperative  necessity 
AND  Economy.       of  remembering  one  of  the  three  watchwords 
traditionally  associated  with  Liberalism — the 
word  Retrenchment.    Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  did  this  at  Bristol  on 
May  16th,  when  he  said  three  things  : — 

(1)  We  must  set  limits  to  our  rate  of  expenditure  on  the  Navy. 

(2)  We  mast  not  be  rushed  into  any  permanent  increase  of  the 
Army. 

(3)  There  is  no  chance  o£  raiaing  any  money  for  Social  Reform, 
SQch  as  Old  Age  Pensions. 

Let  us  quote  what  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  actually  said  on 
these  points : — 

(1)  Hie  Navy — "The  expenditure  of  this  country,  and  the  desire  of  the 
people  at  large  for  expenditure,  was  growing  at  an  enormous  and  dangerous 
tite.  In  the  year  1895-96  the  Navy  Estimates  were  £18,600,000  ;  this  year 
^ey  were  £27,500,000,  an  increase  of  50  per  cent.  He  did  not  grudge  that 
expenditure.  It  might  be  as  time  went  on,  in  view  of  the  increasing  navies 
of  other  countries,  and  in  view  of  the  hostile  feeling  towards  us  which 
unfortunately  existed  in  some  European  nations,  that  we  might  have  to 
MBent  to  a  still  further  increase  of  our  expenditure  on  our  Navy.  He  hoped 
that  in  the  race  of  shipbuilding,  which  was  an  expensive  race,  we  should 
follow  lather  than  lead,  because,  although  we  occasionally  could  not  work  up 
to  our  estimates  of  construction  within  the  year,  yet  we  could  work  much 
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more  nearly  to  those  estimates  than  any  other  country,  and  we  could  build 
ships  much  quicker." 

(2)  The  Army. — **  Turning  to  the  Army  Estimates,  they  had  increased- 
his  figures  were  quite  irrespective  of  the  cost  of  the  war — from  £18,000,000 
in  1896-96  to  £23,600,000  this  year.  With  this  money  they  had  been  able 
to  land  200,000  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  world  with  scarcely  an  acddent 
to  their  transport.  They  had  for  the  comfort  of  that  fine  army  a  medical 
service  such  as  no  army  in  the  field  had  ever  seen.  There  had  been  for  some 
time  past  a  singular  and  deep-rooted  tradition  on  the  military  side  of  the 
War  Office  that  in  estimating  the  military  strength  of  this  country  they 
should  not  think  much  of  the  Militia,  and  they  should  think  nothing  at  aU  of 
the  Yeomanry  or  Volunteers.  There  was  no  proposition  which  the  expe- 
rience of  the  war  had  shown  to  be  more  false.  IJe  dared  say  when  the  war  was 
over  that  they  tcotild  have  a  demand  for  a  great  hierease  in  onr  Keg^tlar  Army. 
Be  disbelieved  in  the  nece»8ity  of  any  such  increase.  The  main  duty  of  our 
Regular  Army  was  to  defend  India  and  to  act  as  a  police  of  the  Empire  at 
large.  If  we  wanted  to  deal  with  a  greater  emergency,  we  ought  to  look  u> 
our  Militia  and  our  Volunteers.  If  the  mistaken  tradition  to  which  he  had 
referred  was  dying  out,  if  not  dead,  at  the  War  Office,  and  if,  as  he  knew, 
Lord  Lansdowne  had  taken  upon  himself  the  task  of  improving  the  condi- 
tions of  service  in  the  Militia  and  of  making  more  efficient  the  great  Volun- 
teer force,  that  was  the  way  in  which  the  military  strength  of  the  countrj' 
could  best  be  utilised." 

(3)  Civil  M'jcpenditure. — **  Then  there  was  the  increase  in  the  Civil  Service 
Estimates.  Taking  the  three  classes  of  Estimates  during  the  past  five  yean 
he  found  that,  whereas  all  of  them  together  were  £69,000,000  in  1895,  they 
were  now  £90,000,000.  That  was  £21,000,000  more  than  they  were  five 
years  ago.  That  was  an  enormous  increase — £4,000,000  a-year.  He 
regarded  it,  if  continued,  as  a  real  danger  to  the  country.  It  had  gone  on  in 
spite  of  his  efforts  and  those  of  others  to  preserve  something  like  economy 
in  their  expenditure,  but  from  all  quarters  came  increased  demands.  In  this 
connection  he  pointed  to  the  value  of  individual  enterprise  in  building  up  our 
colonial  Empire.  There  might  be  cases  in  which  it  was  necessary  for  the 
taxpayers  of  the  country  to  help,  though  that  should  be  the  exception  and 
not  the  rule.  There  were  two  matters  which  were  very  popular,  both  refer- 
ring to  pensions.  He  had  had  many  memorials  in  favour  of  Government 
pensions,  not  merely  for  disabled  soldiers  and  sailors,  but  also  for  their 
widows  and  orphans  and  those  dependent  on  them.  It  was  a  suggestion 
which  commanded  all  their  sympathies,  especially  at  the  present  moment. 
But  it  was  a  matter  in  which  they  must  walk  warily,  bearing  in  mind  the 
experience  of  the  United  States.  As  to  old-age  pensions,  he  was  very  ht 
from  saying  that  we  ought  not  to  do  something  more  than  at  present  for  our 
aged  and  deserving  poor.  There  was  a  good  deal  to  be  done  in  making  the 
me  of  those  who  nad  to  receive  indoor  relief  more  comfortable  and  more 
agreeable,  and  yet  more  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of  outdoor  relief.  But  that 
was  not  what  was  meant  by  most  of  the  advocates  for  old-age  pensions.  He 
confessed  that  so  far  as  he  had  yet  gone  no  scheme  he  had  seen  since  the 
report  of  Lord  Ptothschild's  committee  on  the  subject  was  to  his  mind  free 
from  these  two  great  objections — ^that  it  would  tend,  in  the  first  place,  to 
impose  an  intolerable  burden  on  the  taxpayers  or  the  ratepayers  ;  and,  in  the 
second  place,  it  would  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the  poor.  Let  them 
seriously  consider  whether  the  time  had  not  come  when,  so  far  as  they  could, 
they  should  have  some  regard  to  the  ancient  virtue  of  economy.  The 
country  was  now  rich  and  prosperous,  but  there  were  signs  that  our  pros- 
perity might  not  endure  for  so  very  lon^.  In  this  question  of  economy  was 
wrapped  up  much  of  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country." 
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We  welcome  this  plea  for  economy,  though  it  is  no  sort  of  excuse  for 
the  Unionist  party's  failure  to  redeem  their  Old  Age  Pension  promises. 
In  any  case  it  is  cold  comfort  for  the  workman,  who  voted  Tory  in 
1895  because  he  was  then  told  that  that  was  the  way  to  get  an  Old  Age 
Pension,  now  to  be  informed  that  what  he  really  ought  to  do  is  to 
practise  Economy.  If  this  Govemiuent  had  practised  that  virtue  in 
their  election  pledges  the  result  of  the  last  General  Election  might  have 
been  very  different. 


The    Westminster   Gazette   recently  drew 
The  Vicar  and  the    attention  to   the  apologia  of   the  Vicar  of 
Primrose  League.    Medmenham  for  his  chairmanship  at  a  recent 

Primrose  League  meeting  in  his  parish  : — 
"This  was  not  strictly  a  political  meeting,  though  it  was  true  that  they 
wanted  to  start  in  that  parish  a  branch  of  the  Priimrose  League.  He  found 
in  the  fore-part  of  the  League's  principles  one  which  must  commend  itself  to 
every  clergyman — the  support  of  religion  as  opposed  to  infidelity.  When  a 
society  which  had  that  for  its  first  object  existed  in  the  parish,  it  was  quite 
impossible  for  any  clergyman  to  stand  aloof." 

This  was  commented  upon  as  follows  : — 

**  A  case  of — when  I  say  the  true  religion  I  mean  the  Christian  religion, 
and  when  I  say  the  Christian  religion  I  mean  the  religion  of  the  Church  of 
England.  To  treat  the  Primrose  League  as  a  body  devoted  to  fighting 
infidelity  is  a  real  triumph.  It  impUes  so  neatly  that  Liberalism  and 
infidelity  are  convertible  terms,  and  it  affords  such  a  perfect  justification  for 
doing  political  work  under  the  guise  of  true  religion. 

The  Vicar  read  the  comment,  and  was  much  disturbed.  He  wrote  to 
explain ; — 

**  I  venture  to  submit  to  you  that  there  is  no  justification  for  the  unfair 
construction  which  you  put  upon  my  words.  I  was  basing  my  remarks  upon 
a  pamphlet  that  was  in  the  hands  of  the  audience,  in  which  the  first  object  of 
the  Primrose  League  is  stated  to  be  as  follows  : — 

'  A  Prinurose  Leaguer  binds  himself  to  maintain  three  things  : 
"        Religion  as  opposed  to  infidelity,  not  the  Church  of  England 
nor  any  particular  sect :  and  endowments  held  by  any  and  by  every 
religious  association.' 

(Primrose  League  Pamphlets,  No,  1.) 
It  was  thus  impossible  for  my  audience  to  put  upon  my  words  that 
uncharitable  construction  which  you  would  hand  on  to  the  world  outside  our 
village.  Many  of  my  friends  hold  the  Christian  religion,  although  they 
cannot  see  eye  to  eye  with  those  of  us  who  belong  to  the  Church  of  England  ; 
and  in  case  any  of  these  have  read  your  comment,  I  ask  you  to  kindly  insert 
this  denial  of  that  bigotry  you  would  ascribe  to  me. 

**[Bow  fortunate  for  Mr.  Batty  that  his  presence  at  the  meeting  should 
80  conveniently  be  justified  by  the  pamphlet !  But  does  Mr.  Batty  really 
imagine  the  Primrose  League  to  be  a  purely  religious  organisation  ?  If  so— 
0 tanda  simplicitas /—En.  W.G.]" 

It  is  really  a  delightful  thing  in  these  cynical  days  to  find  a  Vicar  who 
is  '^80  simple''  as  really  to  think  that  the  Primrose  League  is  a 
religious  organisation. 
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Lord  Salisbury's  annual  address   to  the 
Lord  Salisbury's    Primrose  League  is  always  looked  forward  to 
**  One  Man,        with   interest ;    Primrose  oratory    is  often 
One  Rifle."       interesting,  if  not  exactly  in  the  way  in  which 
the  orators  would  have  it  to  be.    But  in  this 
year's  address  (at  the  Albert  Hall  on  May  9th)  Lord  Salisbury  excelled 
himself.    He  first  of  aU  set  out  to  paint  a  most  alarming  picture  of 
our  international  position  : — 

That  root  of  bitterness  against  England,  which  I  am  wholly  unable  to 
explain,  may  be  a  mere  caprice,  merely  something  to  satisfy  the  exigencies  of 
the  journalists  of  the  moment,  or  it  may  indicate  some  deep  set  feeling  with 
which  at  a  later  date  we  shall  have  to  reckon.  We  can  have  no  security  in 
any  confidence  in  the  feelings  or  sympathy  of  other  nations,  however  much 
we  may  honour  them,  however  grateful  we  may  be  for  the  sympathy  they 
have  shown  us — we  can  have  no  security  except  in  the  efficacy  of  our  own 
defence  and  the  strength  of  our  own  right  arm.  Everywhere  you  see  the 
powers  of  offence  increasing — armies  become  larger,  navies  are  founded, 
railways,  telegraphs,  all  the  apparatus  which  science  has  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  war  becomes  more  perfect  and  more  effective  ;  and  all  these  things 
may*  by  one  of  those  strange  currents  which  sweep  across  the  ocean  of  inter- 
nation^  politics,  be  united  in  one  great  wave  to  dash  upon  our  shores." 

After  this  we  naturally  expected  some  important  announcement  as  to 
National  Defence.  The  War  Office,  for  instance,  might  be  on  the 
point  of  being  remodelled.  Possibly  we  were  on  the  eve  of  con- 
scription. Not  a  bit  of  it — Lord  Salisbury  promptly  puts  on  one  side 
any  idea  that  he  has  any  concern  with  the  War  Office  : — 

"  I  do  not  wish  to  trench  for  a  moment  upon  the  department  of  the  War 
Office.  I  have  no  doubt  our  military  advisers  will  do  the  utmost  that  they 
can  for  the  development  of  our  Auxiliary  forces  ;  but  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that  forces  which  are  required  to  leave  their  homes  can  only  be  obtained  to 
a  certain  extent  and  in  certain  numbers  in  our  country,  and  that  the  effort 
to  go  further,  however  well  intentioned,  at  all  events  is  liable  to  risk  of 
failure.  I  do  not  wish  the  safety  of  this  country  to  depend  upon  any  such 
risk  of  failure  or  to  depend  on  any  such  resource." 

Then  came  Lord  Salisbury's  own  great  prescription  (or  ought  we  to 
say  great  joke  ?)  : — 

**  Is  it  not  possible  for  the  members  of  the  Primrose  League,  each  in  his 
own  district,  to  do  what  they  can  to  foster  the  creation  of  rSe  clubs  ?  And 
by  rifle  clubs  what  I  mean  is  not  clubs  where  a  man  must  go  once  in  two 
months  to  the  county  town  to  take  part  in  a  competition — that  will  do  very 
little  for  the  defence  of  the  country — but  what  I  want  is  that  without  stirring 
from  their  homes  the  people  of  this  country  shaU  be  able  to  practise  rifle 
shooting,  so  that  when  the  danger  comes  they  shall  be  a  force  which  no 
enemy  could  despise.  Of  course,  I  know  that  there  are  difficulties.  People 
will  tell  me  that  there  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  rifle  ranges.  People  will  tell 
me  there  is  a  difficulty  because  nursery  maids  who  are  passing  by  might  get 
hit  by  bullets.  Tou  can  make  any  number  of  these  difficulties  if  you  please, 
but  every  one  of  them  can  be  removed  by  any  one  who  has  his  heart  in  the 
matter.  What  yort  have  to  provide  is  the  means  of  learning  the  handling  of 
rifles  placed  in  the  hands  of  every  man  within  reach  of  his  oion  cottage.. 
If  he  has  not  to  travel  away  he  will  learn — ^not  with  any  great  expenditure  of 
time  and  with  scarcely  any  expenditure  of  money — he  ynW  learn  to  emulate 
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the  skill  and  the  fame  of  his  ancestors  many  centuries  ago,  who,  by  their 
practice  in  archery  first  raised  this  country  to  its  high  level  of  military  glory. 
They  can  only  gain  it  by  constant  practice.    It  can  only  be  set  on  foot  in  the 
parishes,  it  is  not  a  thing  which  can  come  from  the  centre  ;  but  if  once  the 
feeling  can  be  propagated  abroad  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  able  English- 
man to  make  himself  competent  to  meet  the  invading  enemy,  if  ever — God 
forfend — in  the  course  of  time  an  invading  enemy  should  appear — if  you 
once  impress  upon  him  that  the  defence  of  the  country  is  not  the 
business  of  the  War  Office  or  of  the  Grovemment,  but  the  business 
of  the  people  themselves,  learning  in  their  own  parishes  the  practice 
and  the  accomplishment  which  are  necessary  to  make  them  formidable  in  the 
field — you  will  then  have  a  defensive  force  which  will  not  only  repel  the 
assailant  if  he  come,  but  which  wiU  make  the  chances  of  that  assailant  so 
bad  that  no  assailant  ever  will  appear.    .    .    .    This,  I  think,  is  the 
mission  ;  and  efforts  of  this  kind  are  the  mission  of  the  Primrose  League 
to-day.    We  have  fought,  and  we  have  fought  successfully,  against  the 
internal  foe.    The  internal  foe  threatens  us  no  longer  ;  but  we  have  a  more 
formidable  enemy  outside,  and  if  you  are  able  to  contribute  to  his  effectual 
defeat  you  will  have  justi6ed,  in  a  manner  in  which  you  have  never  justified 
before,  the  assumption  of  the  proud  motto  of  *  Liberty  and  Patriotism.'  I 
have  no  more  that  I  wish  to  say.    My  feeling  is  strong  that  we  are  in  danger 
when  this  present  war  has  passed  by  of  forgetting  the  anxieties  it  has 
produced  and  the  lessons  it  has  taught  us.    It  is  for  you  to  struggle  against 
that  tendency,  and  to  urge  upon  all  whom  you  know  the  necessity  of  placing 
ourselves  in  the  position  of  an  armed  nation — such  a  nation,  for  instance,  as 
the  Swiss  are,  where  the  strength  of  the  country  is  sought,  not  in  the 
brilliancy  of  its  negotiations,  not  in  its  military  organisation,  but  in  the 
spirit  and  the  preparation  of  those  who  love  their  country  and  are  prepared 
to  die  for  it." 

We  agree  that  we  should  he  in  a  sorry  plight  if  the  safety  of  our  homes 
rested  on  the  "  brilliancy  "  of  our  negotiations,  whether  the  negotiator 
were  Ix)rd  Salisbury  himself  or  Mr  Chamberlain.  But  what  an 
extraordinary  thing  it  is  that  the  Prime  Minister  says  that  you 
mustn't  leave  the  defence  of  the  country  to  the  Government  or  the 
War  Office  but  to  the  Primrose  League.  We  rather  suspect  that  it  is 
all  Lord  Salisbury's  joke,  intended  to  be  at  the  expense  of  Lord 
Lansdowne. 


Lord  Salisbury  in  the  earlier  portion  of  his 
Vbnobancb.      speech  devoted  himself  to  recounting  the  triumphs 
of  the  Primrose  League.    The  rejection  of  the  two 
Home  Rule  Bills  is  one  such  triumph  : — 

"  We  have  been  warned  how  a  disloyal  Gk)vemment  can,  in  spite  of  any 
precautions,  accumulate  munitions  of  war  and  artillery  and  elements  of 
mihtary  force  which  will  give  even  against  a  most  powerful  combatant,  the 
roost  terrible  advantage.  We  now  know  better  than  we  knew  ten  years  ago 
what  the  risk  would  be  if  we  gave  to  a  disloyal  Government  in  Ireland  the 
power  of  accumulating  forces  against  the  Sovereign.  I  do  not,  therefore, 
apprehend  that  the  verdict  which  has  been  given  on  the  Irish  claim  is  likely 
to  meet  with  any  early  or  prompt  reversal,  or  any  reversal  at  all,  but,  for  all 
that,  I  cannot  ignore  the  effect  which  Mr.  Gladstone's  great  mistake  has  had 
upon  the  constitution  of  parties  and  the  working  of  English  politics." 

This  is  supremely  ridiculous,  because  the  Parliament  which  it  was 
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proposed  to  give  to  Ireland  would,  and  could,  have  had  nothing  to  jjjk 
with  armaments  ;  to  compare  it  to  the  Transvaal  Government,  with  K 
power  only  limited  by  the  London  (convention  of  1884,  is  nonseoM 
Besides  it  was  Mr.  Gladstone's  case  that  Ireland  can  only  become  lojA 
as  the  result  of  internal  self-government.  In  any  case  a  woM 
compliment  to  the  Queen's  recent  visit  could  not  be  imagined.  Th 
other  triumphs  are  that  Khartoum  and  Majuba  have  been  avenged 

**  Of  all  the  works  that  the  Primrose  League  has  done  this  is  the  noblest— 
that  they  awoke  the  people  of  England  to  the  position  which  they  occupie4 
and  the  great  responsibilities  which  they  had  inherited.  You  know  that  cm 
both  those  points,  though  at  different  intervals,  the  feeling  which  thf»i 
Primrose  League  represents  has  procured  a  reversal  of  the  disastrous  polky 
of  those  times.  The  death  of  Gordon  has  ah-eady  been  avenged.  Tbi; 
savage  empire  which  crushed  the  Eg3rptian  Grovemment  of  that  time,  and  im 
contending  with  which  he  met  with  his  heroic  death — that  has  been  swepl 
away  utterly,  so  that  no  vestige  of  it  remains  ;  and  all  the  wide  territoriei 
which  the  Mahdi  ruled  with  barbarous  and  atrocious  cruelty  have  now  been 
brought  within  the  civilising  influence  of  the  British  Government  in  aUianoi 
with  the  Gxivemnient  of  Egypt.  That  great  blunder  at  least  has  been 
erased.  There  was  another  blunder,  another  humiliation,  even  greater  th^ 
that  of  Khartoum — the  humiliation  which  is  connected  with  Uie  name  ol 
Majuba.  Perhaps  it  is  too  soon  to  say  that  that  great  humiliation  has  beei^ 
erased,  or  that  that  great  wrong  has  been  avenged,  but  we  feel  that  we  ara 
on  the  road  to  accomplish  that. 

Mr.  John  Morley  in  his  speech  at  Cambridge  on  May  19th,  supplied 
the  appropriate  comment  on  this  : — 

**  He  (Lord  Salishnry)  points  with  just  pride  to  two  grand  illustrations  ot 
the  revolution  in  national  sentiment.  Tlie  first  is  that  we  have  avenged 
Gordon  at  Khartoum  ;  the  second  is  that  we  have  avenged  Majuba.  \  on 
have  in  this  University  a  staff  of  professors  in  moral  philosophy.  You  have 
a  band  of  select  preachers  in  the  pulpit  of  St.  Mary's.  I  wonder  if  all  these 
men  will  not  tell  you  that  of  all  the  passions  that  rend  and  deform  hunianitv. 
revenge  is  the  basest  and  the  most  cruel.  I  am  the  last  man  to  venture  in  s 
great  academic  centre  to  discuss  ethics.  But  as  a  politician  I  am  asking 
what  is  the  scale  and  measine  that  demands  that  thousands  of  barbarians  in 
the  Soudan  should  be  slaughtered  on  the  altar  of  the  sanguinary  expiation  of 
the  shade  of  the  gallant  and  free-hearted  Grordon  ?  I  will  not  ask  what  is  the 
relation  and  proportion  between  the  trumpery  reverse  of  a  few  hundred  men 
on  Majuba  and  this  tremendous  campaign  with  its  hideous  carnage  in  men. 
with  its  horrid  waste  of  desolate  homes,  orphan  children,  widowed  wives  and 
broken  hearts.  What  is  the  scale  and  measure,  what  is  the  valuation  and 
proportion  ?  Revenge  may  be  sweet,  but  does  it  really  justify  what  you  will 
forgive  me  for  calling — even  to-day — this  hellish  panorama  ?" 

Lord  Salisbury,  too,  forgets  what  Mr.  Balfour  said  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  October  19th,  1889  : — 

**  But  there  was  one  individual  note  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  (Mr. 
John  MoHey^s)  speech  elicited  from  him  by  an  interruption — an  interruption 
from  an  hon.  friend  of  mine  who  sits  behind  me,  which  personally  I  r^^t— 
in  reference  to  Majuba  Hill.  I  see  no  reason  why  we  should  dweU  upon 
Majuba  Hill,  a  very  small  military  action,  in  which,  I  think,  less  than  half  » 
regiment  was  engaged,  and  which,  in  my  judgment,  may  be  absolutely 
ignored,  both  in  the  present  controversy  and  in  any  future  consideration 
connected  with  South  Africa," 
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Salisbury  would,  indeed,  do  well  not  to  "dwell  upon  Majuba 
since  there  is  no  one  body  wliich  is  so  responsible  for  what  is 
as  Majuba  as  Lord  Salisbury's  Cabinet,  containing  as  it  does, 
>uke  of  Devonshire,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Lord  James  of  Here- 
And    did  not  that  Primrose  Leaguer  par  excellence.  Lord 
iolph  Churchill,  say  that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  right  about  Majuba  ? 


Lord  Avebury's  Early  Closing  of  Shops 
Lord  Salisbury     Bill  came  up  for  second  reading  in  the  House 
AND  Shops.         of  Lords  on  May  23rd,  and  afforded  Lord 
Salisbury  a  capital  opportunity  of  making  one 
[lis  characteristic  speeches.    liCt  us  set  out  the  various  stages  of 
!  question  : — 

(1.)  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  his  Social  Programme  speech  in  October, 
Bi,  said  :  — 

"  There  is,  however,  one  other  experiment  which  can  be  tried,  I  believe, 
Mh  even  less  risk  than  an  experiment  in  the  mining  industry  ;  I  refer  to  the 
'  pirtening  of  the  hours  of  shopkeepers  and  their  assistants.  As  you  know, 
my  work  longer  hours  than  any  other  class  in  the  community.  I  believe 
mt  there  is  some  misapprehension  as  to  what  I  have  proposed  in  reference 
p  this  matter  ;  therefore  I  repeat  to  you  that  all  I  desu:e  is  to  give  power  to 
I  two-thirds  majority  of  shopkeepers  in  any  given  trade  and  in  any  given 
Kstrict  to  settle  the  hours  during  which  they  will  work.  Now,  that  could  not 
Injure  anybodv.  That  is  not  open  to  the  objection  which  may  be  taken  to 
■nvny  proposals  of  this  kind,  that  it  woidd  lessen  the  trade.  People  must 
pay  their  goods,  and  they  will  buy  just  as  many  goods  in  ten  hours  as  they 
fo  now  in  twelve,  fourteen,  or  fifteen.  All  that  would  be  necessary  would  be 
that  tht  buyers,  the  consumers,  should  arrange  their  hours  of  shopping.  I 
believe  they  would  be  willing  to  do  it,  but  I  should  have  no  objection,  in 
order  to  gjve  them  further  protection,  to  allow  the  Town  Council  in  all  these 
cases  to  have  a  veto  upon  the  proposal  if  they  thought  it  would  lead  to  much 
inconvenience  to  the  general  community." 

This  is  an  exact  description  of  the  proposals  of  Lord  Avebury's  Bill. 

(2)  In  the  following  January  Lord  Salisbury  expressed  his  full 
approval  of  M'\  Chamberlain's  proposals,  as  to  which  Mr.  Chamberlain 
said  at  Birmingham  on  July  10th,  1895  : — 

**Let  us  see  what  Lord  Salisbury  says  about  Mr.  Chamberlain's  pro- 
gramme. He  was  writing  to  a  correspondent  who  sent  him  a  copy  of  a 
fcpeech  delivered  by  a  Gladstonian,  and  he  says  :  *  I  have  not  seen  any  report 
of  the  speech  to  which  you  refer.  I  understand  from  you  that  the  speaker 
represented  me  as  saving  that  I  thought  Mr.  Chamberlain's  programme  was 
not  exactly  robbery,  but  that  I  hated  it.  Tf  he  attributed  any  such  statement 
to  me  he  was  amusing  himself  with  an  extravagant  invention.  I  have  never 
said  anything  at  all  resembling  what  he  appears  to  have  imputed  to  me,  and 
I  have  expressed,  more  than  once,  full  approval  of  the  principles  involved  in 
Mr.  Chaml)erlain's  proposal.'  After  that  what  is  the  good  of  our  opponents 
saying  time  after  time  that  it  matters  not  what  are  the  proposals  which  I 
have  put  before  you,  and  which  I  have  advocated,  because  the  Conservative 
party  are  unanimously  opposed  to  them  ?  I  tell  you  if  I  have  joined  it  is  not 
(because  I  have  changed  my  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  to  you  with 
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regard  to  those  questions  of  social  reform  which  I  still  hold-  to  be  of  Uie 
highest  possible  importance  ;  but  it  is  because  I  believe  that  in  my  present 
position — with  the  additional  influence  which  it  gives  to  me,  with  the 
additional  knowledge,  with  the  additional  opportunities — I  may  be  able  to  do 
more  to  further  that  policy  than  I  could  do  as  an  independent  member. " 

(3)  Now  iH  1900  Lord  Salisbury  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  a 
BiU  which  carries  out  in  exact  form  the  principles  of  which  he 
has  approved.  When  he  was  asked  to  let  shop-girls  have  seats,  the 
image  of  the  housemaid  crossed  his  mind ;  now  it  is  the  image  of  the 
consumer  : — 

**  The  consiuner  is  the  important  jjerson.  If  the  shopkeeper  or  the  shop 
assistant  does  not  like  his  trade,  he  can  leave  it  and  go  to  another  ;  but  if 
the  consumer  is  not  to  have  that  which  he  is  in  the  habit  of  consuming, 
which  is  perhaps  a  necessary  of  life,  he  has  no  resource  left  whatever." 

This  is,  of  course,  an  argument  against  doing  anything  for  any  class  of 
worker.  Why  not  tell  the  match-girl  or  the  lead  worker  to  leave 
their  dangerous  trade  and  go  to  some  other  ? 


The  strength  of  Unionism  constitutes  ite 
The  "  Strength  "    weakness ;  that  is  the  chief    lesson  to  be 
OP  Unionism.       gleaned  from  a  perusal  of  the  speeches  made 
at  the  Liberal  Union  Club  banquet  (at  the 
Hotel  Cecil)  to  Mr.  Balfour  on  May  16th.    The  Duke  of  Devonshire 
confidingly  explained  that  the  prime  object  of  this  (Government  is  to 
keep  up  its  popularity  and  the  size  of  its  majority.     If  a  subject 
happens  to  be  unpopular,  it  must  be  steered  clear  of.    The  Duke  took 
three  subjects  to  explain  the  perils  of  dissipating  your  strength — 
Redistribution,  Conscription,  and  Temperance  Reform.     As  to  the 
first,  he  said  : — 

**  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  would  entail  upon  us  the  opposition  of 
many  of  our  supporters,  who  would  inevitably  lose  their  seats,  and  the 
disfavour  of  many  constituencies,  who  would  resent  the  disturbance  of  their 
present  electoral  arrangements." 
As  to  the  last : — 

**The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  who  has  lost  none  of  his  confidence  in 
the  Government,  seconded  by  the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  cannot  comprehend 
why  the  strongest  Government  of  modem  times,  backed  by  the  absolutely 
divergent  reports  of  the  Royal  Conmiission,  should  hesitate  to  legislate  at 
once  upon  the  licensing  laws  and  place  themselves  between  the  cross-fires  of 
an  indignant  and  powerful  trade  and  the  discontented  and  dissatisfied  army 
of  Temperance  Reformers." 

If  Liberals  have  their  cross-currents,  Unionists  have  their  cross-fires. 
The  Duke's  theory,  it  will  be  observed,  is  that  no  risk  ought  to  be  run 
if  it  is  likely  to  impair  the  size  of  the  Government  majority.  A  more 
startling  theory  of  government  could  hardly  well  be  invented.  The 
TimeSy  in  commenting  on  this,  said  on  May  18th  : — 

'*  The  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who  has  a  tendency  to  pour  cold  water  on  the 
•enthusiasms  of  his  friends,  took  the  opportunity  of  pointing  out  why  the 
•Government  should  not  endeavour  to  use  its  Parliamentary  strength  to  deal 
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with  such  Hubjects  as  liquor  trade  legislation,  obligatory  service  in  the 
Militaa,  or  Uie  reform  of  the  representative  system  in  Ireland.  Much  may 
be  said  against  any  particular  proposals  in  reference  to  each  of  these 
questions,  but  to  put  forward  the  plea  of  Hon  po$8iimus  is  surelv  somewhat 
weak  when  the  Unionist  alliance  has  a  majority  of  about  130  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  The  suggestion  that  votes  may  be  lost  by  taking  a  bold  initiative 
is  not  quite  worthy  of  a  strong  Grovemment." 

Mr.  Balfour,  in  his  speech,  had  said  : — 

In  all  the  discussions  which  I  have  known  among  us — discussions 
inevitable,  necessary  and  desirable  before  a  final  decision  is  arrived  at — I 
have  never  known,  never  once  in  all  those  fourteen  years,  any  division  of 
<  opinion,  even  in  the  most  intimate  councils  of  the  party,  which  has  followed 
the  historic  line  of  cleavage  between  the  Conservative  and  the  Liberal 
rnioniste.  That,  to  my  mind,  proves  absolutely  conclusively  that  the 
Unionist  Party  as  it  is  now  constituted  is  no  temporary  makeshift  to  meet  a 
temporary  necessity." 

Surely  this  disposes  of  the  claim  that  the  Liberal  Unionists  are  the 
only  real  Liberals. 


The  Government's  Housing  Bill  was  read  a 
Thk  Housing  Bill,  second  time  without  a  division  on  May  17tb, 
after  bein;;  discussed  on  that  day  and  on  May 
10th.    Mr.  Robson  moved  as  an  amendment  (which  lie  subsequently 
withdrew) : — 

"That  no  Bill  dealing  with  the  housing  of  the  working  clAsses  can  be  re- 
jpuded  as  adequate  which  provides  for  the  amendment  of  one  part  only  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890  ;  which  omits  to  amend  the  law 
relating  to  the  assessment  of  compensation  for  unhealthy  dwelling-houses  ; 
And  which  makes  no  provision  whereby  the  councils  establishing  dwelling- 
houses  outside  their  districts  may,  where  necessary,  be  enabled  to  obtain 
adeouate  railway  or  other  comnmnication  between  their  districts  and  such 
dwelling-houses.'* 

As  Mr.  Robson  said  : — 

"The  two  alternatives  he  put  before  the  House  could  not  be  avoided — 
wther  the  dear  belt  of  land  round  every  city  must  be  cheapened,  or  the 
people  must  be  carried  beyond  it." 

Sir  Walter  Foster  gave  (on  May  10th)  some  startling  figures  in 
connection  with  Rural  Housing  : — 

**  He  had  been  engaged  in  an  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  condition  in 
various  parts  of  England  of  4,179  individual  cottages.  In  rural  England  298 
villages  were  taken  as  samples  of  the  condition  of  the  houses.  It  was  found 
that  22\  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  were  unsatisfactory  or  very  bad,  practically 
nnfit  for  human  habitation  ;  47  per  cent,  of  the  villages  showed  insufficient 
Accommodation  for  the  people  of  the  locality  ;  not  only  was  the  general 
«»ndition  insanitary  and  bad,  but  there  was  overcrowding.  The  water 
supply  in  16  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  was  very  bad  ;  in  27  per  cent,  the 
supply  was  bad.  He  had  seen  the  accessible  water  supply  for  a  row  of  cottages 
coming  from  a  neighbouring  ditch  in  which  an  arable  field,  manured  with 
t<»wii  refuse,  was  forced  to  drain  ;  76  per  cent,  of  the  rural  cottages  had  not 
more  than  two  bedrooms,  and  the  instances  were  numerous  where  there 
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existed  the  overcrowding  of  growing  families — six  and  seven  persons  in  one 
room ;  66  per  cent,  of  the  bedrooms  were  without  fireplaces,  one  of  the  best 
means  of  ventilation.  There  were  many  places  in  the  rural  districts  when; 
population  might  be  attracted  if  decent  homes  were  provided  for  the  people, 
and  with  a  plot  of  land  for  cultivation  attached  to  the  cottages.  Any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  local  authority  to  provide  housing  accommo- 
dation of  a  decent  kind  in  the  rural  districts  would  not,  he  was  sure,  be  an 
improper  or  an  imwise  speculation,  but  would  redound  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  rural  districts,  and  it  would  supply  farms  with  a  better  chance  of  gettii^ 
good  labour  than  they  had  at  present  and  so  contribute  to  the  agricultuFaJ 
prosperity  of  the  country.  The  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  admitted,  in  thit» 
Bill  simplified  the  procedure  for  the  acquisition  of  land — that  was  to  say,  he 
made  it  a  less  lengthy,  tedious,  and  costly  process  than  it  was  in  the  Bill  of 
1890.  But  what  they  desired,  above  all,  was  that  the  local  authority  should 
act  in  a  much  more  speedy  fashion  than  was  contemplated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen  in  this  BiD.  In  this  Bill  were  retained,  despite  the  cry  of  the 
people  in  rural  England  for  houses,  nearly  all  those  chances  of  vexatious 
interference  that  had  rendered  the  Act  practically  a  dead  letter  up  to  the 
present  time.  And  yet,  although  the  Act  had  been  a  dead  letter  in  conse- 
quence of  the  difliculties  raised  with  reference  to  the  county  councils,  the 
nffht  hon.  gentleman,  while  he  took  away  from  the  county  councils,  practi- 
cally,  the  urgent  duty  of  holding  an  inquiry,  still  gave  to  them  an  opportunity 
under  various  heads,  of  considering  every  application  made  by  district 
councils.'* 

It  is  a  pity  that  the  Government  should  have  brought  in  such  an 
incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  Bill  on  what  is  really  a  very  pressing 
and  urgent  subject.   

In  the  Magazine  for  April  we  set  out  (at 
Thb  Education  Code  page  119)  the  provisions  of  this  year's  Education 
AND  Minute.       Code.    We  pointed  out  that  the  principle  of  the 
block  grant  was  adopted  in  such  a  way  as  to  do 
grave  injustice  to  the  Higher  Grade  Schools.    This  was  so  generally 
recognised  that  the  Board  of  Education  on  April  6th  issued  a  minute 
establishing  what  was  called  "  Higher  Elementary  Schools. These 
are  to  provide  a  four  years'  course,  and  to  be  for  children  who  have 
been  at  a  public  elementary  school  for  at  leiist  two  years.    No  child  is 
to  remain  at  a  school  of  this  kind  beyond  the  close  of  the  school  year  in 
which  he  or  she  is  fifteen.    As  to  the  amount  of  the  grant  the  Minute 
aays : — 

The  grants  made  to  higher  elementary  schools  are  as  follows  : — 
(i.)  Principal  Grant. 

Higher  Scale.       Lower  Scale. 

1st  year    278.  268. 

2nd  year    SSs.  33s. 

3rd  year    478.  iOs. 

4th  year    658.  658. 

The  Board  shall  decide  which,  if  either,  of  these  grants  shall  be  paid,  in 
the  case  of  each  year's  course,  after  considering  the  report  and  recommendft- 
tion  of  the  inspector  upon  each  of  the  foUowing  four  points  : — 

(a)  The  suitability  of  the  instruction  to  the  circumstances  of  the  scholars 
and  tne  neighbourhood. 
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b)  The  thoroughness  and  intelligence  with  which  the  instruction  is  given. 
e)  The  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  the  staff. 
{d)  The  discipline  and  organisation. 

The  inspector  will  recommend  the  higher  grant  unless  he  is  unable  to 
report  favourably  upon  the  school  under  these  heads. 

(ii.)  Grant  for  Practical  Work. 


Higher  Scale.  Lower  Scale. 

Ist  year    8s.  6s. 

2nd  year    12s.  .  lOs. 

3rd  year    ISs.  15s. 

4th  year    268.  ISs. 


This  grant  will  only  be  awarded  where  special  provision  for  such  work, 
as  regards  premises  and  equipment,  is  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board. 
The  Board  shall  decide  which,  if  either,  of  these  grants  shall  be  paid,  in  the 
case  of  each  year's  course,  after  considering  the  report  and  recommendation 
of  the  inspector  upon  each  of  the  points  named  in  paragraphs  (i)  (a)  to  (d)  of 
this  section. 

The  Code  and  Minute  were  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
May  3rd,  when  Professor  (now  Sir  R.  C.)  J  ebb  moved  a  resolution 
approving  of  them  both.  To  this  Mr.  Hutton,  the  Liberal  Member 
for  Morley,  moved  an  amendment  which,  whilst  approving  of  the 
Mock  grant  in  principle,  and  of  the  new  Higher  Elementary  Schools, 
declared  that  the  Government's  proposals  contained  much  that  was 
educationally  bad.  In  the  debate  that  followed,  the  most  instructive 
contribution  came  from  Colonel  J.  J.  Mellor,  a  Lancashire  Tory 
member : — 

Speaking  as  an  elementary  school  manager  of  forty-six  years'  standing, 
he  said  the  oiSy  question  they  had  to  consider  was,  *  Will  the  new  Code  and 
block  grant  be  advantageous  to  the  Voluntary  schools  of  the  country  as  a 
whole  r" 

Exactly — the  Code  is  only  another  Voluntary  Schools*  Relief  measure ; 
at  all  events,  the  desire  to  help  the  Voluntary  schools  has  not  been  absent 
from  the  mind  of  those  framing  the  Code.  8ir  John  Gorst,  in  defend- 
ing the  block  grant,  made  much  of  the  uselessness  of  some  of  the 
specific  subjects  taught.  No  doubt  there  are  extreme  cases — there 
always  are— but  we  believe  it  to  be  generally  true  that  the  schools 
which  do  best  in  earning  extra  grants  for  specific  subjects  are  educa- 
tionally the  best.  We  are  against  a  system  of  payment  by  results ; 
the  true  inference  is  not  that  all  tests  can  be  dispensed  with.  Pro- 
fessor Jebb  was  most  unconvincing  in  his  explanation  why  there  is  so 
little  elasticity  in  the  amount  which  a  school  can  earn  in  the  block 
grant,  which  must  be  (1)  22s.,  (2)  21s.,  or  (3)  Os.  :— 

"  Latterly  a  different  policy  had  been  pursued.  That  policy  was  to  warn 
an  inefficient  school,  without  depriving  it  of  the  means  of  improvement ;  and 
if,  after  a  certain  time,  it  still  failed  to  improve,  then,  not  to  fine  it  more 
heavily,  but  to  put  it  out  of  existence,  and  see  that  it  was  replaced  by  an 
efficient  school.  That  was  the  policy  represented  by  the  lower,  or  21s.  grant. 
The  loss  of  the  shilling  was  the  warning.  The  next  penalty,  after  such  an 
interval  as  the  Board  might  think  reasonable,  would  be  extinction.  And  a 
school  which  ultimately  incurred  that  extreme  penalty  must  either  be 
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incorrigibly  defective  or  else  it  must  be  a  school  for  which  there  was  no  real 
need  in  the  place  where  it  existed." 

Does  anyone  really  imagine  that  the  policy  of  this  Government  will  be 
to  put  out  of  existence  "  the  less  efficient  Voluntary  schools  1  The 
truth  is  that  a  large  extra  sum  is  given  to  them,  without  any  local 
control,  and  that  there  has  been  a  levelling  down  by  the  estimation  of 
the  difference  between  the  best  and  the  worst  school  at  a  mere  shilling 
a  head. 


Wonders  will  never  cease.  On  May  8th 
Lord  Salisbury  the  Bishops  attacked  the  Government  in  the 
AND  Temperance.  House  of  Lords,  and  came  within  three  votes 
of  defeating  Lord  Salisbury  in  a  division  It 
arose  over  the  Temperance  Question,  and  came  about  in  this  way.  In 
the  morning  the  Ix>wer  House  of  the  Convocation  of  Canterbury 
passed  a  gravamen,  praying  the  Upper  House  to  press  strongly  on  the 
Government  the  desirability  of  legislation  on  such  points  as  were 
agreed  on  by  both  the  Majority  and  Minority  Reports  of  the  recent 
Royal  Commission.  In  due  course  the  gravamen  became  an  articuhi$ 
cleri.  Next,  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  moved 
a  resolution  affirming  the  desirability  of  legislation  on  the  points 
common  to  the  two  Reports,  whereupon  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
(mindful,  no  doubt,  of  the  articulus  cleri)  goes  one  better  and  calls 
upon  the  Government  upon  an  "early  day"  actually  to  formulate 
proposals.    It  was  this  motion  which  was  only  rejected  by  45  to  42. 

Loi*d  Salisbury,  in  resisting  the  Bishop  of  Winchester's  motion, 
made  an  extraordinary  speech.  He  was  merely  asked  to  say  that  there 
ought  to  be  legislation  to  carry  out  those  recommendations  which 
received  the  hnanimoua  approval  of  the  twenty-four  Royal  Commis- 
sioners, whom  he  himself  appointed.  His  reply  is  to  flout  the  idea 
that  he  need  pay  any  particular  concern  to  these  recommendations,  to 
deprecate  legislation  "  on  slender  grounds  "  and  "  in  the  absence  of 
thorough  investigation,"  and  generally  to  tilt  against  the  whole  fabric 
of  our  licensing  laws.  On  this  point  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
supplied  the  appropriate  Comment : — 

**  I  have  listened  with  very  great  attention  to  the  noble  marquis  at  the 
head  of  the  Grovemment,  and  while  he  was  speaking  I  could  not  help  asking 
this  question  in  my  own  mind — If  this  is  the  case,  why  did  you  issue  the 
Commission  at  all  1  He  is  as  satisfied  as  if  the  report,  or  reports,  produced 
by  this  Commission  had  not  in  any  way  whatever  anything  to  do  witn  him  or 
with  the  Grovemment.  It  is  exactly  as  if  the  appointment  of  the  Commission 
had  been  effected  by  some  influential  people  who  thought  the  matter  of  grare 
importance  and  wished  to  bring  it  before  the  whole  country,  and  therefore 
submitted  what  they  thought  would  be  of  real  value  for  the  improvement  of 
the  legislation  of  the  country  in  this  direction.  That  this  was  the  report  of 
a  Commission  appointed  by  the  Grovemment  seems  never  to  have  entered  his 
lordship's  mind  at  all.  He  seems  to  speak  as  if  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
The  noole  marquis  said  over  and  over  again  that  all  these  various  proposals 
require  very  careful  consideration.    Wlwt  were  the  Commissioners  doing  a11 


June,  1900.] 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


237 


through  the  three  years  ?  They  were  giving  these  questions  the  most  careful 
consideration.  They  listened  to  a  very  large  amount  of  evidence  ;  they  had 
given  time  and  toO,  and  at  the  end  of  it  all  their  reports  are  spoken  of  as  if 
there  had  been  no  investigation  at  all — nothing  done  during  the  three  years. 
Strange  to  tell  us  now  that  we  must  not  have  legislation  without  most  careful 
consideration — as  if  we  had  not  given  long  and  careful  consideration  to  all 
these  points  !  It  seems  to  me  tlmt  this  is  not  quite  the  way  in  which  a  Boyal 
Commission  ou^ht  to  be  treated.  Here  we  had  twenty-four  gentlemen,  most 
of  them — certainly  I  myself — overwhelmed  with  work,  and  I  hardly  think 
they  were  inclined  to  take  this  investigation  as  a  recreation.  I  repeat,  then, 
that  I  think  it  is  very  strange  that  we  are  told  we  must  consider  the  matter, 
that  it  has  not  been  properly  considered." 

Lord  Salisbury,  however,  did  not  disdain  to  go  into  details.  The 
House  of  Commons  this  Session  has  read  a  second  time  two  Bills  :  — 

( 1 )  A  Bi  I  for  Regulating  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to 
Children  ; 

(2)  A  Bill  for  Extending  the  Provisions  of  the  Welsh  Sunday 
Closing  Act  to  Wales. 

Both  these  proposals  received  the  sanction  of  all  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners. Lord  Salisbury  picks  out  both  of  them  for  the  most  uncom- 
promising attack.    As  to  the  first  he  says  : — 

**I  do  not  hold  with  that  proposal  to  prohibit  a  girl  from  fetching  her 
Other's  beer  if  she  is  under  sixteen.  It  is  a  proposal  which  you  could  not 
adopt  without  very  careful  consideration.  What  it  means  is  this.  It  means 
that  there  is  no  one  else  to  fetch  the  beer.  The  boys  are  out  at  work,  and 
the  mother  naturally  sends  a  girl.  Suppose  she  has  two  girls,  one  under 
sixteen  and  the  other  aged  seventeen.  Which  would  you  prefer  to  send  into 
a  contaminating  place  ?  Is  not  the  danger  infinitely  greater  to  force  the 
mother  to  rely  upon  a  girl  of  seventeen,  eighteen,  or  nineteen  because  you 
do  not  allow  her  to  send  the  younger  one  to  meet  the  pollution  which  in 
such  places  they  are  likely  to  meet  ? " 

As  to  the  second : — 

I  have  some  sympathy  with  people  who  want  to  have  beer  on  Sundays. 
I  do  not  drink  beer  myself,  but  I  confess  that  if  1  did  I  should  want  it  a& 
much  on  Sundays  as  on  any  other  day.  Why  should  the  unfortunate 
inhabitants  of  Monmouthshire  be  deprived  of  their  beer  during  the  whole  of 
Sunday  because  some  of  them  on  the  western  border  of  the  county  speak 
more  Welsh  than  English  ?" 

This  led  up  to  the  gem  of  his  speech — his  plea  for  "free  indulgence." 

"  You  wish  to  prevent  a  certain  number  of  people  from  getting  drunk ; 
therefore  you  are  asked  to  prevent  four,  five,  and  six  times  as  many,  who  are 
sober  consumers,  from  having  an  opportunity  of  the  free  indulgence  to  which 
they  have  a  right." 

After  this  no  temperance  reformer  need  be  under  any  delusions  as  to 
the  fate  of  Temperance  Reform  so  long  as  Lord  Salisbury  is  Prime 
Minister.  Conceivably  he  may  be  restrained  by  his  colleagues  from 
abolishing  the  Liquor  Laws  altogether;  but  the  champion  of  "free 
indulgence  "  is  hardly  likely  to  do  anything  for  Temperance  Reform 
except  to  flout  it. 
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We  make  no  doubt  that  Lord  Salisbarj 
Lord  Salibburt     now   speaks    out    his    real    mind  on  the 
Before  and  Aftkr  Temperance  Question.    But  there  was  a  time 
1895.  (in  January,   1895)  when  he  assented  to  a 

programme  in  which  Temperance  Reform  was 
declared  to  be  the  most  urgent  social  reform/'  The  explanation  of  tbe 
seeming  discrepancy  is  simple.  In  1895  Lord  Salisbury  was  electioneer- 
ing; now  secure  in  khakiness  he  sees  no  longer  the  necessity  of 
assenting  to  programmes  and  principles,  of  the  expediency  of  which  in 
his  heart  of  hearts  he  was  never  convinced.  But  it  is  all  not  very  honest. 
Lord  Salisbury  also  said  in  this  debate : — 

**It  is  a  matter  of  very  great  danger  to  enter  upon  legislation  of  tiiis 
kind  without  thoroughly  ascertaining  the  views  of  those  for  whom  you  are 
legislating  ;  but  the  ciurious  perversity  of  the  condition  of  this  question  is 
shown  bv  the  fact  that  all  this  legislation  is  passed  by  the  cellared  population 
and  not  by  the  cellarless  population,  who  are  very  deeply  affected  by  it  and, 
however  unwillingly,  are  made  to  suffer  by  what  has  been  provided  for 
them." 

How  worried  Tx>rd  Salisbury  must  be  when  he  thinks  of  the  way  in 
which  the  landed  have  always  legislated  for  the  landless.  Would  he 
be  willing  to  make  the  landed  House  of  Lords  as  powerless  in  ques- 
tions  connected  with  land  as  the  practice  of  the  constitution  has  made 
them  in  finance  ? 


Whether  the  war  be  just  or  unjust,  avoid- 
The  Cost  of       able  or  inevitable,  it  is  clear  that  it  is  a  war 
THE  War.         for  which  the  people  of  this  country  will  have 
to  pay  in  a  good  many  different  ways.  All 
over  the  world  our  diplomacy  is  hampered  in  consequence  of  it ;  a( 
home  Social  Reform  that  involves  the  expenditure  of  public  money  is 
clearly  out  of  the  question.     This  latter  point  was  brought  out  very 
clearly  by  a  question  put  to  Mr.  Chaplin  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
May  10th.    He  was  asked  why  the  Government  had  not  brought  in  a 
Bill  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  in  regard  to  the  Poor  Law 
unanimously  made  by  the  Select  Committee  appointed  last  Session  to 
consider  the  Cottage  Homes  Bill,  and  whether  the  Government  would 
now  introduce  such  a  Bill  if  an  assurance  were  given  that  the  Bill 
would  be  considered  in  an  uncontroversial  spirit.    Here  is  Mr.  Chaplin's 
reply : — 

I  have  been  most  anxious  to  deal  with  this  question  this  Session,  but  1 
have  been  unable  to  do  so.  I  have  prepared  a  series  of  new  regulations 
affecting  the  classification  of  inmates  in  workhouses  with  the  view  of  securing 
separate  accommodation  for  the  aged  and  deserving  poor.  I  have  also 
carefully  considered  a  Bill  which  would  be  required  in  connection  with  these 
regulations,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  other  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee ;  but  my  difliculty  has  been  this — that  the  necessary 
legislation  would  require  the  aid  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and, 
having  regard  to  the  enormous  expenses  which  he  has  to  meet  at  the  present 
time/l  have  come  to  the  conclusion — although  very  reluctantly — that  this  is 
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not  a  fitting  moment  to  make  further  demands  upon  him.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  Crovemment  have  not  brought  in  a  Bill  on  the  subject." 

This  is  doubtless  (like  the  war)  inevitable/'  but  it  is  none  the  less 
regrettable. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade.     imports  and  exports  for  April,  along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 


April,  1900. 


Month  ending  April  30th. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900. 

1899. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

42,621,876 

39,357,022 

3,264,864 

22,646,147 

19,457,646 

3,187,601 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 

and  f 

6,860,647 

1 

6,968,666 

108,118 

Colonial  MerchandiBej 

Total  

71,127,670  , 

64,783,233 

1  Net  6,344,337 

Year's  Trade  to  Date. 


For  the  four  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

April  30tb,  1900. 

April  30th.  1899. 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  I 
Colonial  Merchandise  j 

£ 

169,709,667 
94,844,677 

22,684,676 

£ 

167,699,606 
81,611,687 

22,209,306 

£ 

12,110,061 
13,332,990 

376,370 

£ 

287,138,919 

261,320,498 

25,818,421 

On  May  19th,  the  second  anniversary  of 
The  Gladstone     Mr.  Gladstone's  death,  the  Liberal  memorial 
Memorial  Statue,    statue  to  Mr.  Gladstone  (the  work  of  Mr. 

F.  W.  Pomeroy)  was  unveiled  in  the  Central 
Hall  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  at  noon  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman.  There  was  a  large  and  representative  gathering  of  Mr. 
Gladstone's  Liberal  colleagues,  Liberal  members  of  Parliament,  and 
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members  of  the  Memorial  Committee.  Sir  Henry  Gampbell-Bannerman 
before  unveiling  the  statue  said  :  — 

We  have  come  here  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  installing  in  the  central 
spot  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament  a  memorial  eftigy  of  the  greatest  Parlia- 
mentary figure  of  our  time,  and  I  am  deeply  honoured  by  having  been 
invited  to  discharge  the  formal  duty  of  unveiling  the  statue.  I  can 
conceive  occasions  when  any  one  called  upon  to  perform  such  a  duty  would  be 
expected  to  say  some  words,  perhaps  a  good  many  words,  of  explanation  and 
justification,  but  there  never  was  a  case  in  which  fewer  words  were  required 
than  this  case.  Mr.  Gladstone  stands  above  the  plane  of  elaborate  and 
laboured  eulogy.  He  occupied  a  position  in  the  country  and  in  Parliament 
which  certainly  entitles  him  to  any  honour  we  can  pay  him  ;  and  who  could 
be  entitled  to  a  prominent  place  among  those  commemorated  within  these 
walls  if  not  he  who  from  earliest  manhood  to  latest  age  here  expended  )m 
great  gifts,  his  marvellous  intellectual  and  physical  powers,  in  the 
service  of  his  Sovereign,  his  country,  and  mankind?  Our  thoughts, 
now  that  we  are  here,  naturally  revert  to  the  last  day  when  it  was 
in  our  power  to  do  him  honour.  All  that  mortally  remained  of 
him  rested  for  many  hours  in  Westminster  Hall,  while  thousands  and 
thousands  of  his  fellow-countrymen,  of  all  ranks  and  conditions  came,  not  to 
witness  any  splendid  and  pompous  ceremony,  but  simply  to  pass  reverently 
by  the  place  where  he  lay.  And  at  last  he  was  borne  to  the  neighbouring 
Abbey,  accompanied  by  the  members  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament — the 
British  Parliament  which  he  loved,  and  in  which  and  for  which  he  lived— 
there  being  no  distinction  whatever  in  attitude  or  feeling  between  those  who 
had  been  the  stoutest  opponents  of  his  political  theories  and  action  and 
those  who  had  been  their  stalwart  friends.  That  was  the  spontaneous 
tribute  paid  to  the  great  statesman  by  the  nation  at  larse.  We  who  are  here 
were  closer  friends,  were  for  the  most  part  of  his  political  adherents ;  we 
have,  many  of  us,  enjoyed  the  personal  privilege  of  witnessing  through  many 
years  his  daily  discharge  of  his  public  duties,  and  we  have  h^n  won  by  his 
attractive  personality.  Some  of  us  have  been  his  colleagues  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  country  ;  and  I  will  say  this,  that  precisely  in  proportion  to  the 
intimacy  of  the  relations  of  any  one  of  us  with  him  will  be  the  admiration 
and  affection  with  which  he  was  regarded  while  he  was  alive,  and  with  which 
he  is  remembered  now  that  he  is  gone.  I  have  disclaimed  any  attempt  or  in- 
tention to  pass  a  full  eulogy  upon  Mr.  Gladstone  ;  he  was  a  man  who 
towered  above  his  fellows,  he  seemed  to  be  of  another  mould  than  theirs.  I 
have  often  said  to  colleagues  in  the  House  of  Commons,  men  of  all  [K>litical 
shades  of  opinion,  and  I  have  never  in  one  instance  found  any- 
thing but  an  assent  to  what  I  said,  that  while  other  prominent  men 
in  that  arena,  however  able,  however  eloquent,  however  wise,  how- 
ever adroit  they  might  be,  yet  appeared  to  us  as  being,  after  all, 
only  abler,  more  eloquent,  and  wiser  men  than  ourselves — excelling  us 

Seatly,  no  doubt,  but  still  homogeneous  with  us — there  was  something  in 
r.  Gladstone,  an  indefinable  something,  a  power,  a  quality,  I  know  not 
what,  which  seemed  to  raise  him  out  of  the  ordinary  cat^ory.  It  may  have 
been  only  his  lofty  moral  earnestness  acting  upon  his  great  intellectual  sifts. 
T  remember  a  speech  that  he  made  a  g<^  many  years  ago  in  which  he 
described  the  impression  left  upon  him  whenever  he  revisited  his  native  city 
of  Liverpool,  and  when  he  saw  the  crowded  streets  full  of  busy  citizens,  each 
intent  upon  his  own  afiairs,  or,  as  he  phrased  it  himself,  *  their  countenance 
charged  with  purpose.'  Where  could  we  find  a  more  characteristic  phrase, 
where  could  we  nnd  a  phrase  more  exactly  describing  his  own  countenance 
and  his  own  life  and  spirit  ?   May  this  statue  stand  here  at  the  very  gate  of 


Digitized  by 


THB  LIBKRAL  MAGAZINE. 


241 


the  House  of  Conunons,  showing  to  every  man  who  passes  in,  whether  a 
member,  or  an  aspirant,  or  a  student,  or  only  an  interested  visitor,  the  noble 
figure  and  face  of  our  great  statesman  ;  and  may  it  serve  as  each  man  lcK>ks 
upon  it — and  may  the  same  service  be  done  to  us — to  instil  into  every  one 
something  of  that  exalted  spirit  of  duty,  of  generosity,  of  devotion,  of 
righteousness  and  of  faith,  which  in  his  lifetime  radiated  from  Mr. 
Gladstone." 

It  may  be  convenient  here  to  say  that  after  discharging  the  cost  of 
the  statue  and  of  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  these  memorial 
cards,  the  Liberal  Memorial  Committee  found  itself  with  a  surplus  of 
£3,000.  and,  after  full  consideration  of  the  various  suggestions  for  the 
disposal  of  this  surplus,  it  was  agreed  that  it  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  trustees  for  investment,  and  the  income  devoted  to  the 
establishment  of  annual  prizes  in  books  for  special  proficiency  in 
history,  political  science  and  economics,  to  be  called  the  Gladstone 
Memorial  Prize,"  of  the  value  of  £10,  at  the  Universities  of  London, 
Oxford  aod  Cambridge,  and  of  the  value  of  £5  at  the  following 
University  colleges  of  Great  Britain : — Birmingham  (Mason's  College), 
Bristol  University  College,  Leeds  (Yorkshire  College),  Liverpool 
University  College,  Manchester  (Owen's  College),  London  (University 
Cdlege),  London  (King's  (College),  London  (Bedford  College),  New- 
castle-on-Tyne  (Durham  Science  College),  Nottingham  University 
Collie,  Sheffield  University  College,  Aberystwith  University  College, 
Bangor  University  College,  Cardiff  University  College,  St.  Andrew's 
University,  Glasgow  University,  Aberdeen  University,  Edinburgh 
University,  and  Dundee  University  College.  The  first  trustees 
aj^inted  to  administer  the  Gladstone  prize  fund  are  Lord  Tweed- 
mouth,  Dr.  R.  Spence  Watson,  and  the  chief  Liberal  Whip  for  the  time 
being — at  the  present  moment  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone,  M.P.  The 
memorial  fund  has  now  been  closed,  the  number  of  subscribers  to  it 
being  over  82,000,  and  these  subscriptions  have  been  spontaneously 
offered  from  every  constituency  in  Great  Britain. 


(An  asterisk  denotes  that  the  Bill  is  a  Government  Measure.) 

*  Savings  Banks  and  Friundlt  Societies. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to  the  rate  of  interest 
payable  on  deposits  in  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  and  on  money 
invested  with  the  National  Debt  Couimissioners  on  behalf  of  Trustee 
Savings  Banks  and  Friendly  Societies,  and  for  other  purposes  connected 
with  Trustee  Savings  Banks,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  M. 
Uicks-Beach  and  Mr.  Hanbury,  and  read  a  first  time  on  May  15th. 

This  Bill  consists  of  two  parts : — 

(1.)  Provisions  as  to  Bate  of  Interest  and  Finance. — The  rate  of 
interest  now  payable  to  (a)  depositors  in  the  Post  Office  Savinp;s  Bank, 
(h)  trustees  of  Trustee  Savings  Banks,  and  (c)  to  Friendly  Societies,  is 
no  bnger  to  be  fixed  but  is  to  vary.  In  annually  determining  the  several 
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rates  of  interest  the  Treasury  is  to  have  regard  to  the  income  whidi 
may  be  expected  to  accrue  in  the  ensuing  year  from  the  investment  of 
savings  banks'  and  friendly  societies'  funds  by  the  National  Debt 
Commissioners,  and  in  the  case  of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank  also 
to  the  estimated  expenses  of  management  during  the  ensuing  year, 
and  may  also  have  regard  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  with  respect  to 
the  reserve  accounts.  The  amount  per  cent,  per  annum  fixed  as  a  rate 
of  interest  under  this  section  by  the  Treasury  shall  be  some  multiple 
of  one-eighth  of  a  pound. 

The  first  year  of  sliding  scale  interest  is  to  be  the  year  ending 
November  20th,  1903,  or,  in  the  case  of  the  Post  Office  Savings  Bank, 
December  31st,  1903. 

The  accounts  in  these  various  cases  are  to  be  kept  separately  for 
the  future. 

(2.)  Amendment  of  Trustee  Savings  Banks  Acts. — There  are  certain 
provisions  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of  auditors,  the  purchase, 
sale,  etc.,  of  land,  superannuation  allowances  to  officers,  and  the 
expenses  of  penny  banks  in  obtaining  account  books,  stationery,  etc. 

♦Youthful  Opfendeeis. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Youthful 
OfiPenders  and  for  other  purposes  connected  therewith,  brought  from 
the  Lords  on  March  29th,  and  read  a  first  time  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  May  .7th. 

The  controversial  part  of  this  Bill  is  that  concerned  with  whipping 
youthful  offenders,  the  clause  dealing  with  that  subject  being  as 
follows : — 

(1)  Where  a  chOd  or  young  person,  being  a  male,  is  convicted  either  on 
indictment  or  summarily  of  any  offence  other  than  homicide,  the  court  may, 
in  lieu  of  sentencing  him  to  penal  servitude  or  imprisonment,  or  instead  of 
committing  him  to  prison  for  non-payment  of  any  fine,  costs,  or  damages, 
adjudge  that  he  be  privately  whipped  with  a  birch  rod,  and  thereupon  he 
shall  be  whipped  accordingly  by  a  constable  in  the  presence  of  an  inspector 
or  other  officer  of  police  of  higher  rank  than  a  constable,  and  also,  if  the 
parent  or  guardian  desires  to  be  present,  of  that  parent  or  guardian. 

(2)  The  number  of  strokes  shall  not  exceed — 

(a)  in  the  case  of  a  child,  six  ; 

(6)  in  the  case  of  a  boy  who  appears  to  the  court  to  be  under  the 

age  of  fourteen  years,  twelve  ;  and 
(c)  in  any  other  case,  eighteen. 

(3)  This  section  shall  not  derogate  from  any  other  statutory  fwwer  to 
inflict  whipping  as  a  punishment. 

(4)  In  section  ten  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act,  1879,  the  proviso 
(d),  and  section  eleven  of  the  same  Act  from  the  words  **  and  if  the  young 
person  is  a  male  "  to  the  words  guardian  of  such  young  person  "  are  hereby 
repealed. 

County  and  Borough  Fuanchisr  Assimilation  (London). 

A  Bill  to  assimilate  the  County  Council  and  Borough  Council 
Franchise  in  London,  prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  Loder  (C),  Mr. 
Whitmore  (C),  Mr.  Goulding  (C),  Mr.  Boulnois  (C),  Mr.  W.  F.  D. 
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Smith  (C),  Mr,  John  Burns  (L),  Captain  Jessel  (C),  and  Sir  George 
Fardell  (C),  read  a  first  time  on  February  2nd  and  a  second  on  May  9th. 

The  object  of  this  Bill  is  to  assimilate  the  County  Council  with  the 
parochial  register  and  to  obviate  the  anomaly  of  two  classes  of  electors 
in  London  for  local  government  purposes;  an  anomaly  that  will 
become  more  marked  when  the  elections  under  the  London  Government 
Act,  1899,  take  place. 

It  enacts  that  voters  entitled  to  vote  for  the  new  borough  councils 
of  London  should  be  also  entitled  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  the 
London  County  Council.  The  100,000  voters  chiefly  affected  are  the 
lodgers  and  the  possessors  of  the  service  franchise.  These  100,000 
voters  who  are  entitled  to  vote  at  parochial  elections  and  not  at 
County  Council  elections  include  about  62,000  lodgers,  20,000  service 
franchise  voters,  8,000  non-resident  freeholders,  1,215  £10  occupiers, 
and  aboQt  1,000  married  women  occupying  qualified  property  in  regard 
to  which  their  husbands  do  not  hold  a  qualification,  and  a  small 
number  of  occupiers  in  the  City  of  London  who  lived  beyond  the 
15  miles  radius  and  within  the  25  miles  radius.  It  was  these  voters 
that  it  is  proposed  by  the  Bill  to  add  to  the  County  Council  register, 
so  as  to  make  it  uniform  with  the  register  of  the  new  borough  councils. 


POINTS   FROM  SPEECHES. 


8lr  Albeit  BolUt,  HP.  House  of  Commons,  May  Ist,  1900. 

'*  He  had  with  him  a  book  issued  at  the  Conservative  Party's 
headquarters  on  the  eve  of  the  Greneral  Election.  That  book  com- 
mended the  report  of  the  present  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty's 
Committee,  and  suggested  as  possibly  desirable  that  the  ground 
landlords  should  contribute  directly  to  the  rates.  On  the  strength 
of  such  authority  he  had  made  certain  promises  to  lus  constituents." 

From  the  Times,  May  2iid,  1900. 
We  should  like  to  see  this  Candidate's  Manual.    It  would  serve  to 

explain  the  family  likeness  borne  by  so  many  Unionist  election 

addresses  in  lb95. 


Mr.  Brodriek,  HP.  Portsmonth,  May  Ist,  190a 

* '  There  never  was  a  war  which  had  been  conducted  with  so  much 
satisfaction  to  the  British  people  or  in  regard  to  which  there  had 
been  so  little  to  complain  of.  He  would  not  say  that  there  had  been 
no  mistakes ;  there  always  were.  He  would  not  say  that  they 
ought  not  to  go  to  the  root  of  them  and  take  advantage  of  the  expe- 
rience gained ;  but  they  should  also  see  that  they  would  be  able  to 
carry  on  a  war  of  double  the  magnitude  five  years  hence.  Looking 
back  at  the  past  six  months,  there  was  a  good  deal  for  which  they 
ought  to  thank  the  Government." 

From  the  Times,  May  2nd,  1900. 
We  hope  no  other  Power  will  be  unkind  enough  to  be  unfriendly 
Wore  the  five  years  is  up.    Otherwise,  we  may  not  all  be  so  dreadfully 
^'OurnkfuL" 
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Lord  George  Hamilton.  St.  Stephen's  Glnb,  May  lOth,  1901. 

"  If  the  Imperialist  theory  and  policy  had  enormously  developed 
of  recent  years,  it  was  due  to  one  fact,  and  one  untold  fact.  It 
could  not  be  forgotten  that  the  pioneer  of  the  Imperialist  theory, 
if  not  of  Imperial  policy  on  which  now  Conservatives,  Libends  and 
Radicals  alike  united  was  the  great  Leader,  Lord  Beaconsfield.  His 
great  antagonist  Mr.  Gladstone,  at  the  General  Election  of  1880, 
got  the  largest  majority  of  any  Minister  of  modem  times  for  the 
purpose  of  upsetting  that  Imperialist  policy,  and  what  was  the 
result?" 

This  is  rather  amusing,  since  we  have  it  on  Lord  Salisbury's  authoritj 
that  Lord  Beaconsfield'a  Imperialist  policy  consisted  in  putting 
nation's  money  on  the  "  wrong  horse." 


Sir  E.  H.  Carson,  Q.C.,  HP.  Dublin,  May  leth,  190(1 

'*  Knowing  his  views,  and  without  any  conditions,  the  Govern- 
ment had  given  him  the  position  of  Solicitor-General,  so  that  KU 
views  might  have  full  effect  aiid  be  expressed  in  their  cot*tici'«.  Would 
he  be  serving  his  country  or  the  University  if  he  said  No  ?  This 
was  the  only  possible  Government  they  could  have  in  this  country, 
unless  they  were  prepared  to  accept  the  accession  of  the  Liberal 
Party,  held  in  office  by  Irish  Nationalist  votes.  He  knew  it  was 
sometimes  said  that  the  €lovemment  was  very  fond  of  offering  offices 
to  men  who  caused  them  annoyance.  The  (Sovemment  wanted  to 
muzzle  him  ;  he  refused  to  be  muzzled.  The  muzzling  order  never 
applied  to  hunting  dogs.  He  was  certain  the  Government  would 
undertake  a  task  more  difficult  than  anything  they  had  hitherto 
done  in  Ireland  if  they  thought  an  Irishman  was  willing  to  be 
muzzled.  He  would  stand  firm  to  the  pledges  he  had  given  to  that 
University." 

From  the  Times,  May  17th,  1900. 
This  is  a  very  lame  defence  for  joining  a  Government  which  Sir  E. 
H.  Carson  declared  had  "  betrayed  "  the  Irish  Unionists. 


Mr.  Ohamberlain.  Birmingham,  May  11th,  190(1 

**  The  only  definite  charge  which  these  people  have  been  able  to 
make  is  the  charge  that  in  a  single  sentence  of  a  single  speech  I 
used  words  which  were  offensive  to  the  finer  sentiments  of  President 
Elruger.  I  said  that  President  Kruger  was  dribbling  out  his 
reforms,  and  I  warned  him  that  the  sands  were  running  out.  That 
was  plain  language,  and  it  was  meant  to  be  plain,  but  it  was  not 
meant  to  be  offensive,  and  the  idea  of  putting  the  morality  of  this 
war  upon  the  question  whether  that  sentence  was  offensive  or 
inoffensive  is  almost  too  absurd  for  answer.  But  we  know  that  at 
that  very  moment  the  two  Presidents,  President  Steyn  and 
President  Kruger,  had  agreed  upon  their  ultimatum  and  were  only 
holding  it  back  because  Uieir  preparations  were  not  ready." 

From  the  Times,  May  12th,  1900. 
We  "  know  '*  nothing  of  the  kind.    It  is,  in  fact,  ridiculous  to 

suggest  that  when  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  the  Highbury  Garden  Party 

speech  on  August  26th  the  ultimatum  was  ready. 
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Mr.  Ansten  Chamberlain,  M.P.  Cambridge,  May  12th,  1900. 

As  to  the  House  of  Lords,  he  remembered  when  at  Cambridge 
oarrying  a  resolution  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  that  Chamber. 
Well,  since  those  days  he  had  changed  and  so  had  the  House  of 
Lords." 

Frtnn,  ihe  TiHSS,  May  lUK,  1900. 

There  is  much  more  change  visible  in  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain 
than  there  is  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The  latter  seems  as  much  like 
an  additional  wing  of  the  Carlton  Club  as  ever. 


Mr.  Gibson  Bowles,  M.P.  Hammersmith,  May  29th,  1900. 

"  It  had  been  suggested  that  Parliament  should  be  dissolved 
because  the  war  was  thought  to  be  at  an  end.  But  the  war  was  not 
at  an  end,  and  to  dissolve  Parliament  would  not  only  be  improper, 
but  it  would  be  unprecedented  and  entirely  unconstitutional,  ihe 
hfe  of  Parliament  was  seven  years,  and  the  Grovemment  had  not 
completed  their  term  by  more  than  two  years.  To  bring  it  to  a 
close  at  this  stage  some  good  reason  must  be  given.  He  knew  of  no 
precedent  where  a  Government  with  a  lai^e  majority  dissolved 
Parliament  unless  they  were  defeated.  The  Opposition  was  without 
cohesion,  without  chiefs,  without  notions  or  ideas.  Supposing 
Parliament  was  brought  to  an  end,  there  still  remained  a  great  deal 
to  be  done.  There  was,  for  example,  the  settlement  of  the  afG»irs 
of  the  two  Republics — and  as  to  this  they  were  no  doubt  all  agreed — 
one  Queen,  one  flag,  and  freedom  for  the  people  of  the  two 
Republics.  Moreover,  there  was  another  reason  why  Pai'liament 
should  not  be  dissolved.  There  were  two  parties  forming  the 
€k>vemment,  and  if  they  went  to  the  country  he  had  no  doubt 
whatever  that  the  Tories  would  be  returned  by  such  a  majority  as 
to  make  them  independent  of  their  colleagues,  the  Liberal  Unionists. 
The  Tories  could  say  that  they  would  not  make  any  more  conces- 
sions to  the  Liberal  Unionists,  and  that  would  bring  about  a  most 
disastrous  split.  A  dissolution  next  year  would  be  another  matter, 
because  it  had  been  considered  unwise  for  a  Grovemment  to  exhaust 
its  fuU  term." 

From  the  Times,  May  SOthy  1900. 

Will  this,  we  wonder,  give  Lord  Salisbury  pause  before  he  gives 
way  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  ? 


Mr.  Anbrey  Bees.  May  23rd,  190a 

(Secretary  National  Atsodaiion  ofGroeert^  Asnstants). 

"  It  was  monstrous  that  the  head  of  the  €U)vemment  should  step 
in  and  prevent  necessary  legislation  on  behalf  of  the  million  over- 
worked shop  hands.'' 

From  the  Daily  Chroniclb,  May  24^  1900. 

This  is  the  reply  of  the  Grocers'  Assistants  to  Lord  Salisbury's  con- 
temptuous refusal  to  pass  the  Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


From  ike  Spectator,  May  \2th,  1900. 

"  Lastly,  we  hope  that  from  the  very  beginning  the  clergy  of  all 
denominations  will  agree  to  the  ranges  being  open  on  Sunday  after- 
noons. That  is  a  time  which  is  not,  as  a  nile,  very  profitably  em- 
ployed by  the  young  men  of  the  village.  Surely  it  is  better  that  they 
should  be  learning  to  shoot  with  a  rifle  than  lounging  about  and 
betting  on  dogs,  horses,  or  pigeons." 

Lord  Salisbury's  drink  pi-ogramme  is  "  FREE  INDULGENCK' 
Will  another  plank  be  "FREE  SUNDAY  SHOOTING 


From  the  Times,  May  1th,  1900. 

'The  Duke  of  Cambridge  spoke  highly  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Army,  a  spirit  which  would  accomplish  wonders  if  only  it  were  always 
directed  with  a  little  more  knowledge  and  common  sense,  but  he 
does  not  place  the  service  upon  quite  the  same  pinnacle  as  does 
Lord  Salisbury.  The  Pnme  Minister  of  England  told  his 
astonished  hearers  that  the  power  of  the  Government  scarcely  exists 
in  their  hands.  It  has  passed  into  those  of  Lord  Roberts  and  Lord 
Kitehener,  and  he  and  his  colleagues  in  the  Cabinet  acquiesce  in  the 
situation.  It  is  not  desirable  to  dwell  on  such  a  statement.  There 
were  great  warriors  in  the  days  of  Chatham  and  of  Pitt,  but  can 
anybodv  conceive  either  of  these  statesmen  publicly  informing  the 
world  that  they  had  abdicated  in  favour  of  the  victorious  admirals 
or  generals  ?  " 

We  agree — it  is  "  not  desirable  to  dwell  on  such  a  statement" 


From  the  Daily  Mail,  May  1th,  1900. 

Lord  Roberts's  present  successes  must  not  blind  the  country  to 
the  need  for  a  steady  stream  of  reinforcements.  And  here  we  may 
well  ask  :  Is  the  War  Office  doing  enough  ?  Is  it  preparing  for  the 
future,  and  at  last  showing  forethought,  in  which,  so  far,  it  has 

^  been  so  painfully  lacking  ?  The  events  of  the  past  few  weeks  are 
not  encouraging,  nor  is  the  tone  of  the  Prime  Minister's  speech 
at  the  Academy  Banquet  convincing.  Lord  Roberts  and  Lord 
Elitehener  cannot  perform  their  great  task  unless  they  are  pro- 
perly supported  by  the  authorities  at  home.  As  for  the  criticisms 
of  which,  we  are  told,  the  present  Cabinet  are  the  innocent  victims, 
it  will  not  do  to  pretend  that  Ministers,  like  our  Grenerals,  have 
their  lips  sealed.  Their  unfortunate  speeches  in  Ptoliament  and 
outside  have  shown  that  they  can  open  their  mouths,  though,  un- 
happily, in  no  case  have  they  been  able  to  reply  effectively  to  the 
criticisms  directed  against  them.  They  contradict  themselves  and 
each  other,  and  then  adopt  the  preposterous  pose  of  injured  p»eople. 
They  offer  excuses  and  explanations  which  upon  inspection  turn  out 
too  often  to  be  adroit  evasions.  Has  the  nation  deserved  such 
treatment  from  its  leaders  and  rulers  ?  " 

Hardly,  we  think. 
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From  the  Oatlook,  3fay  I2th,  1900. 

"  The  Prime  Minister's  speech  in  the  debate  in  the  House  of 
Lords  on  Tuesday  last,  on  the  Bishop  of  Winchester's  motion  that 
legislative  effect  should  be  given  to  such  of  the  recommendations  as 
are  common  to  both  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Licensing  Laws,  must  have  profoundly  depressed 
those  of  his  supporters  who  believe  that  the  Liquor  Laws  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  capable  of  improvement.  The  only  persons, 
present  who  appeared  to  find  anything  hilarious  in  the  proceedings, 
were  the  occupants  of  the  front  Opposition  bench  and  their  few 
immediate  supporters,  who  were  not  slow  to  seize  the  opportunity 
of  damaging  the  €k>vemment,  which,  in  fact,  only  escaped  defeat  by 
three  votes.  .  .  .  Lord  Salisbury,  after  pointing  out  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  dealing  with  some  of  the  most  important  recommenda- 
tions— such  as  that  placing  the  ante  1869  beer-houses  under  the 
licensing  authority,  and  fixing  the  minimum  rateable  value  of  a 
licensed  house  at  £12 — proceeded  in  a  humorous  and  sarcastic  vein 
to  criticise  what  he  called  *  some  other  odd  recommendations ' — such 
as  placing  steamboats  under  the  licensing  authority — and  he  used 
arguments  against  the  proposed  reduction  of  open  hours  on  Sunday, 
and  the  extension  of  Sunday  closing  to  Monmouthshire,  which 
could  have  been  used  with  equal  force,  and  would  have  been  equally 
applicable,  if  he  had  been  arguin^^  in  favour  of  free  trade  in  liquor. 

I  venture  to  think  that  this  attitude  of  the  Prime  Minister 
towards  the  possible  improvement  of  the  Licensing  Laws  is  deeply 
to  be  regretted,  and  is  more  likely  than  anything  else  to  play  inta 
the  hands  of  the  extreme  temperance  party,  who  in  my  humble 
judgment  are  neither  reasonable  nor  practical  in  their  attempt  to 
obtain  reform.  It  may  turn  those  Conservative  and  Liberal 
Imperialist  electors  who  have  particularly  strong  feelings  on  thia 
question  into  uncompromising  opponents  of  the  GU)vemment,  in  the 
light  of  which  possibility  it  is  easy  to  understand  the  smile  that 
iUumined  the  faces  of  her  Majesty's  Opposition  during  the  progress 
of  the  debate.  It  is  curious  to  see  that  on  the  following  day,  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Jesse  Collings  stated  that  the  (Government 
would  offer  no  opposition  to  the  second  reading  of  Mr.  Herbert 
Roberts's  Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Amendment  Sill,  and  for  what 
reason?  Because  it  generally  proceeded  on  the  lines  of  the 
recommendations  of  the  Royal  Commission.  The  voice  of  the 
Government  in  the  Commons  is  not  quite  the  same  as  the  voice  of 
the  Government  in  the  Lords. 

I  am  far  from  saying  or  thinking  that  the  recommendations 
agreed  to  by  even  the  whole  body  of  Commissioners  must  necessarily 
be  right  and  wise,  but  I  do  believe  that  they  form  the  basis  of 
important,  useful,  and  salutary  reforms  in  the  present  law,  to  which 
the  Oovemment  would  be  making  a  great  mistake  persistently  to 
close  its  eyes." 

Article  by  Lord  Windsor. 

I^rd  Windsor  was  one  of  the  Licensing  Commissioners,  and  is  a 
UnioQUBt;  we  believe  that  he  speaks  the  feelings  of  a  good  many 
Unionists,  though  we  do  not,  on  tliat  account,  reckon  upon  much 
Unionist  support  at  the  polls. 
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From  the  Times,  May  *Jth,  1900. 

**I  think  abstention  is  such  cases  is  not  desirable,  for  if  every- 
one who  thought  as  I  did  had  abstained  the  Government  would  have 
been  turned  out,  and  that  I  did  not  wish.  I  am  persuaded,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  vote  had  been  by  ballot,  and  had  not  involved  tiie 
existence  of  the  Government,  there  would  not  have  been  a  doasen 
members  in  the  '*No"  Lobby  in  addition  to  the  occupants  of  the 
front  bench." 

Letter  from  Mb.  Arnold-Fobstsr,  M.P. 
This  was  to  explain  why  Mr.  Amold-Forster  voted  with  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  Spion  Kop  division. 


From  the  St.  James's  Oazette,  May  2\8t,  1900. 

**  What  then  remains  of  IVL:.  Gladstone  ?  Nothing,  except  the 
statue  unveiled  on  Saturday  and  the  laudatory  generalities  of  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannerman." 

This  is  supposed  to  be  injurious  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  reputation;  it 
only  happens  to  be  amusing  for  its  folly  and  lack  of  discernment. 


From  the  Evening  News,  May  Uh^  1900. 

'*  The  publication  of  official  correspondence  relating  to  the  Spion 
Kop  despatches  contains  remarkably  little  in  the  way  of  fact  and 
a  great  deal  in  the  way  of  suggestion.  What  fact  there  is,  is  not  of 
a  very  pleasing  kind.  The  first  thing  that  will  strike  the  public  on 
reading  the  documents  is  that  the  Sectary  of  State  for  War  tried 
to  shini  the  responsibility  for  publication,  which  was  his  and  his 
alone,  on  to  the  shoulders  of  Lord  Roberts,  and  that  failing  this, 
he  suggested  in  so  many  words  that  Sir  Redvers  Buller  should 
deliberately  cook  a  despateh  for  publication,  and  that  Lord  Roberts 
should  write  mild  comments  thereon  suitable  for  home  consump- 
tion. Sir  Redvers  Buller,  however,  was  too  manly  and  straight- 
forward  to  think  of  adopting  such  a  course.  He  made  mistimes, 
but  he  was  not  going  to  resort  to  any  such  methods  of  concealment, 
and  in  the  end  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  found  himself  obliged 
to  accept  the  responsibility  which  he  ought  never  to  have  shirked. 
It  is  very  evident  from  the  remainder  of  the  papers  that  there  is  a 
great  deal  of  important  matter  which  has  been  suppressed.  Whether 
the  suppression  is  wise  or  not  is  another  question.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  there  are  points  which  it  would  be  very  unwise  to 
make  public,  but  at  the  same  time  our  confidence  in  Lord  Lans- 
downe's  ability  and  discrimination,  never  very  strong,  has  been  still 
further  undermined  by  these  latest  despatches." 
Spion  Kop  is  even  more  disastrous  to  Lord  Lansdowne's  reputa- 
tion than  it  was  to  Sir  Redvers  Buller's  army. 


From  the  Spectator.  Juiu  2nd,  1900. 

*'  That  the  Unionists  will  obtain  a  majority  at  the  next  Greneral 
Election  seems  most  probable.  If  there  were  a  good  alternative 
Cabinet  possible,  we  do  not  doubt  that  this  would  not  be  the 
case,  and  that  the  Opposition  would  triumph,  for  the  elector's 
natural  impulse  is  to  feel  that  the  present  Cabinet  is  stale,  and  that 
it  would  be  a  great  thing  to  have  a  change  in  the  bowling." 
"  Stale  "  is  certainly  not  too  strong  a  word  for  the  present  Cabinet 
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Fmn  the  Torkshire  Post,  May  lOM,  1900. 

*'  For  ourselves  we  think  opinion  is  moving  in  the  direction  of 
compulsory  service  in  the  Militia  or  the  Volunteers,  but  at  present 
we  could  not  expect  employers  of  labour  to  give  their  workmen 
time  for  regular  training.  The  discussion  at  the  Bradford  Chamber 
of  Commerce  yesterday  shows  that  in  the  opinion  of  experts  a 
shortening  of  the  hours  would  be  disastrous  to  our  industries,  and, 
of  course,  this  would  apply  to  long  periods  of  training." 

Is  the  great  achievement  of  this  Government  to  be  that  they  made 
"inevitable"  compulsory  military  service? 


From  the  Westminster  Qazette,  May  ith^  lOOO. 

"  Next  to  a  Primrose  League  gathering,  a  Constitutional  Club 
f miction  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  subject  of  study  if  you 
want  to  know  what  Modern  Toryism  is  Uke.  We  quoted  a  day  or 
two  since  the  Rector  who  supports  the  Primrose  League  because  in 
one  of  their  pamphlets  it  is  declared  that  the  League  is  a  bulwark 
against  *  infidelity ' ;  and  now  a  correspondent  sendis  us  a  Report  of 
another  rectorial  address — of  the  Rev.  C.  F.  de  SaUs,  the  rector  of 
Weston-super-Mare,  at  a  Constitutional  Club  dinner.  The  only 
thing  to  be  said  about  the  speech  is  that  it  is  mi  generis.  He  had  to 
reply  to  the  toast  of  '  The  Bishop,  the  Clergy,  and  Ministers  of  all 
Denominations ' ;  and  whilst  he  gladly  spoke  for  the  Bishop,  he  *  did 
not  like  being  classed  with  250  ministers  * — in  allusion  to  the  fact 
there  are  250  religious  denominations  in  this  country.  After 
this  graceful  allusion  to.  those  who  were  toasted  with  him — there 
was  no  Nonconformist  minister  apparently  present  to  reply  for  the 
*  all  Denominations ' — the  Rector  gave  his  ideas  on  the  extension  of 
the  Empire  : — 

*  He  believed  that  where  we  English  people  took  our  Bible  and  ocoupied 
laod  we  did  it  honestly  and  for  the  good  of  the  country  and  for  the  better 
civilisation  of  the  world.  Where  we  occupied  land  we  tried  to  uivilisf  the 
people  and  tried  to  give  them  good  government,  and,  abjve  mH,  to  give 
ihem  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.' 

This  conception  of  Empire  as  a  mere  Bible-stand  is  indeed  an  ideal 
one.  It  is  only  fair  to  the  Rector  to  say  that  in  his  peroration  he 
came  to  business  : — 

'  If  they  expected  him  to  come  down  to  their  Constitutional  meetings  and 
their  Constitutional  dinners,  he  hoped  when  the  time  came  and  more 
CoDstituti  *ual  churches  were  wanted  in  the  town— as  they  were— their 
member  would  sen  them  an  ex'  ellent  example,  and  would  write  out  a  very 
long  cheque,  and  that  they  would  all  back  him  up.* 

But  he  did  not  only  pass  round  the  hat : 

*  Ue  felt  that  as  long  as  the  Constitutional  Party  upheld  our  Church  as 
the  Church  of  the  Establishment  and  the  Church  of  our  country,  it  might 
look  to  her  clergy  to  help  her  as  far  as  the  party  wanted  help.' 

This  is  delightfully  frank.  So  long  as  the  Tory  Party  supports  the 
Establishment  it  may  do  or  think  what  it  likes — it  will  receive  this 
Rector's  support.  Seriously,  could  one  of  the  evils  of  the  Establish- 
ment be  better  illustrated  than  in  this  one  sentence  ? " 

We  think  not. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


British  Trade  with  Madagascar. 


N.  W. — The  following  figures  were  given  in  Parliament,  on  Maj 
17th,  by  Mr.  Ritchie  in  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Hedderwick  : — 


1897    158,610 

1«98    34,604 

1899    37,641 

These  figures  show  that,  as  anticipated,  there  has  been  a  great  Calling 
off  in  British  exports  to  Madagascar  since  the  introduction  of  the 
French  tariffs  in  1897  and  1898,  especially  in  cotton  piece  goods, 
which  declined  from  11,973,000  yards  in  1897  to  345,700  yards  in 
1899. 


L.E.C. — Mr.  Chamberlain's  reply  (through  a  secretary)  to  a  correspon- 
dent concerning  Mr.  Gladstone's  magnanimity  in  restoring  Boer 
independence  was  as  follows: — "Mr.  Chamberlain  desires  me  to 
say  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government  had  decided  to  restore 
a  qualified  independence  to  the  Transvaal  before  the  Battle  of 
Majuba  was  fought." 


Five  Years  of  Tory  Government  :  1895-1900  (I. — Home 
Affairs).  A  Handbook  for  tJie  Use  of  Liberals,  (Liberal  Publication 
Department,  42,  Parliament-street,  S.W.)  Price  28.  6d.,  post  free 
2s.  9d.  Special  edition  for  use  of  speakers  (printed  on  one  side  only) 
38.,  post  free  3s.  6d. 

No  Liberal  can  afford  to  be  without  this  Handbook,  constituting 
Hs  it  does  a  complete  and  detailed  indictment  of  the  domestic  record 
of  the  Government.  Reading  it  we  can  well  understand  why 
the  prospect  of  a  "  Khaki "  election  possesses  such  charms  for 
Ministers.  Did  not  Mr.  Chamberlain  (in  his  Radical  days  ")  declare 
that  it  was  part  of  the  "  ordinary  strategy  "  of  the  Tory  party  to  use 
foreign  complications  to  divert  attention  from  home  issues!  The 
volume  is  full  of  telling  facts  and  figures  clearly  arranged  ;  whilst 
the  special  edition,  printed  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  will  he 
invaluable  to  speakers  wishful  to  cut  out  extracts  for  use  in  their 
notes.  A  special  offer  to  Magazine  subscribers  will  be  found  in  the 
advertisement  pages  at  the  beginning,  an  offer  which  we  hope  will 
generally  be  taken  advantage  of. 


Britiah  Exports  to  Mcuiagascar. 


Mr., Gladstone's  South  African  Policy. 
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Goverament  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Returns  of  Accidents  and  Casualties  as 
Railway  Accidents,  reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  several 
Railway  Companies  in  the  United  Bangdom 
during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1899.    [Cd.— 169.]  Price 
3s.  3d. 

The  following  table  shows  that  the  number  of  persons  killed  and 
injured  on  railways  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  course  of  public 
traffic,  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31  st,  1899,  as 
reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade  was  as  follows  : — 




1899. 

1898. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Killed. 

Injured,  j 

Killed.  1 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

Killed. 

Injured. 

PlSSnOKBS  I— 

61 

11 

In  aocidenta  to  trains  . . 

14 

e93 

25 

632 

From    other  accidents 

coanected    with  the 

rtinninf  of  tfftios  or 

the  movement  of  rail- 

13 

219 

141 

1.457 

128 

1.238 

ToTAi.  PASsnroxiu 

155 

2.150 

153 

1.870 

2 

280 

86 

In  accidents  to  trains  . . 

19 

196 

16 

110 

3 

From    other  accidents 

connected    with  the 

ranninii;  of  trains  or 

the  morement  of  rail- 

512 

4,437 

488 

4.039 

24 

398 

Tor  ai.  Sertavts 

531 

4,633 

504 

4.149 

484 

(>nm  PBR80N8 

In  sccidents  to  trains   . . 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

While  passing  over  rail- 

ways at  level  crossings 
White    trespassing  on 

tiO 

22 

64 

WJ 

4 

5 

37 

8 

line  

313 

139 

276 

147 

Soicides  and  attempted 

131 

13 

126 

17 

5 

On  business  at  stotlons 

14 

29 

127 

43 

109 

18 

Miioellaneous  (not  In- 

dnded  above)     . .    . . 

20 

19 

11 

21 

9 

2 

Total  Othbb  Persons 
GiuKD  Total  PAssKlr•^ 

GKRS.   SKBYAXTS,     AlTD  } 

Other  Pbhsoxs.  / 

554 

3?2 

522 

324 

32 

2 

1,240 

7.105 

1,179 

6,343 

61 

762 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  considerable  increase  both  in  the 
number  of  killed  and  injured — chiefly  amongst  railway  servants. 
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(Jose.  190B. 


The  Magazines  for  June. 


The  Nineteenth  Century  fjjives  first  place  to  two  articles  discassiiig 
The  Future  of  South  Africa — (1)  A  Voice  from  Natal,  by  Mr.  F.  S 
Tatham,  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  and  (2)  Th 
Native  Races^  by  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Mofl&it,  C.B.  There  is  a  very 
interesting  account  of  The  Cavalry  Rush  to  Kimherley  and  in 
pursuit  of  Cronje  by  the  late  Captain  Cecil  Boyle,  with  an  intro- 
duction by  his  brother-in-law  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton,  M.P.  Mr 
Laurence  W.  Pike  draws  attention  to  The  Cruel  Case  of  iJn 
Wounded  War  Horses,  Mr.  Sidney  Low  discusses  Enigmas  of 
Empire^  and  Colonel  J.  H.  Rivett-Carnac  Swiss  Rifle  i^lubs. 
Professor  R.  K.  Douglas  writes  on  The  Intellectual  AwaJcening  of 
China,  and  Sir  Wemyss  Reid  on  The  Nampapers, 

In  The  Contemporary  Review  Mr.  Lionel  Phillips  offers  Some  Obs^r- 
vations  on  South  Africa,  M.  Yves  Guyot  writes  on  the  Psycho- 
logy of  the  French  Boerophiles  and  Anglophobes,  M.  Guyot  is 
distinguished  in  the  French  Press  as  a  strong  "  pro- Briton.'' 
Mr.  Spenser  Wilkinson  (whose  daily  observations  on  the  war  in 
the  Morning  Post  are  always  admirable)  writes  on  The  War  in 
Smith  Africa  ami  the  American  Civil  Wa/r.  Mr.  Herbert  Paul  has 
a  scathing  article  on  A  Top-Heavy  Administration. 

The  Fortnightly  Review  has  an  article  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Lilly  on  Th^. 
Price  of  Party  Government,  Mr.  James  Milne  suggests  that  the 
proper  thing  to  do  is  to  Consult  Sir  George  Grey,  whilst  Mr.  F. 
Edmund  Garrett  (the  Editor  of  the  Cape  Times)  gives  a  very 
interesting  character  sketch  of  Paul  Kruger.  Miss  Gertrude  M. 
Tuckwell  examines  and  criticises  The  Government  Factory  BiU  of 
1900.  Mr.  R.  S.  Gundry  discusses  The  Last  Palace  Intrigue  at 
Peking.  Mr.  Shaw-Lefevre  has  an  article  on  Trawlers  and 
Undersized  Fish.  There  is  an  anonymous  article  on  Lord 
Rosebery  and  a  National  Cabinet^  in  whicli  the  writer  settles 
what  (in  his  opinion)  Lord  Rosebery *s  future  ought  to  be. 

The  National  Review  hsts  its  usual  interesting  summaries — Episode$ 
of  the  Month,  American  Affairs  and  Greater  Britain.  Mr. 
Massingham  is  gloomy  in  The  Decline  of  Liberalism.  Admiral 
Maxse  gives  A  Glimpse  of  South  Africa^  and  Sir  Rowland 
Blennerhassett,  Bart.^  discusses  Greai.  Britain  and  the  Dual 
Monarchy.  Mr.  Yerburgh,  M.P.,  recounts  what  he  considers  to 
be  Count  Mouravieffs  Triumph  in  China.  Mr.  Arnold  White 
writes  on  Britannia  and  the  Colonist,  and  Rear- Admiral  Fitz- 
gerald on  The  Training  of  Seamen  in  the  Royal  Navy, 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Every  snbsciiber  ireceives  with  this  number  of  the  Liberal 
Magazine  a  special  supplement,  containing  a  pictui*e  of  the  Gladstone 
Memorial  Statue,  subscribed  for  by  the  Liberal  party,  and  now  in  the 
Lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons. 


We  again  draw  especial  attention  to  the  Handbook,  "  Five  Years 
of  Tory  Government,"  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department. 
A  special  offer  to  Magazine  subscribers  will  be  found  on  the  opposite 
page,  whilst  the  opinions  of  Liberal  leaders  and  the  Press  are  set  out 
on  page  264. 
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(1)  ffir  H.  Oampbell-Bannerman  on  the  Opposition  and  the  War. 

**  It  i»  not  we  (Liberals)  who,  on  the  scantiest  of  information, 
ready  to  denounce  the  supposed  mistakes  of  officers  in  command  in  the 
field.  It  is  not  we  who,  at  a  moment  of  difficulty,  clamoured  for  tiie 
resignation  of  certain  Ministers.  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  in  aoj 
speech  made  by  any  Minister  that  eflusive  recognition  that  we  mif^it 
have  e\i>e<;t«d  of  this  patriotic  attitude  on  our  part.  In  fact,  if  I  most  t«U 
the  trutli,  1  cannot  recall  any  recognition  of  it  whatever,  efi^aaive  or  other, 
wise,  and  I  can  only  conclude  that  they  are  not  satisfied  with  the  pasMve 
support  which  our  patriotism  led  us  to  give  to  them,  that  thev  hold  then 
selves  entitled  to  our  warm  admiration  on  account  of  the  foresight  and 
skill  which  they  held  themselves  to  have  displayed.  But  this  is  carrying 
it  a  little  too  far.  If  we  have  held  our  peace,  it  has  not  been  for  lack  of 
something  to  say.  It  has  not  been  because  there  were  no  failures  and  no 
blunders  to  indicate,  no  doubts  entertained  as  to  certain  actions  or  pro- 
pMDsals  of  theirs.  It  was  because  we  realised  the  supreme  cavity  of  the 
situation  and  the  overwhelming  responsibility  which  &y  upon  the 
Executive,  and  because  we  saw  that  they  were  cloing  their  best  amid  the 
errors  which  are  common  to  poor  humanity  to  maintain  and  advance  the 
cause  of  their  country.  But  it  would  be  well,  I  think,  even  at  this  moment 
of  universal  jubilation  in  which  the  whole  nation  joins,  if  memberB  at 
the  Government  were  to  bear  in  some  small  degree  in  mind  the  fact  that, 
in  the  judgment  of  observant  men,  the  national  success  is  due,*not  i^ 
much  to  the  skill  and  sagacity  of  the  directing  authority  at  home*  but  to 
t^e  lavish  and  unsparing  use  which  has  been  made  of  two  mwt 
stupendous  forces — the  credit  of  the  British  taxpayer  and  the  valour 
of  the  British  soldier.'' 

(2)  Sir  John  GK>rst  on  the  Position  of  the  Elementary  School  Teacher. 

*'The  dismissal  of  teachers  had  been  referred  to,  and  he  frankly  Mid 
that  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  by  which  pensions  were  given  to  teacber> 
it  would  W  quite  impossible  not  to  take  some  measures  to  prevent  thfdr 
unreanonable  and  improper  dismissal.  He  thought  that  the  Education 
Department  had  a  right  to  do  this,  because  it  paid  the  greater  part  of  the 
teacher's  salary.  Therefore,  it  had  a  reasonable  right  to  have  a  voice  at 
least  in  tbe  dismissal  of  the  teacher.  He  did  not  think,  however,  that  the 
question  needed  legislation  ;  it  could  be  dealt  with  by  means  of  an  artirle. 
Without  making  tiie  Education  Department  a  Court  of  Appeal  in  every 
case,  which  would  be  impossible,  he  thought  that  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  obliging  managers  whenever  they  dismissed  a  teacher  to  give 
a  written  statement  of  the  ground  on  which  that  dismissal  had  taken  place, 
leaving  it  to  the  Department  to  say  whether  that  ground  was  reasonable 
or  not.  He  expressed  his  own  opinion  about  the  question ;  but  he  under- 
took to  represent  what  had  been  said  to  his  noble  friend  the  President,  siid 
to  liave  the  subject  considered  before  the  Code  of  next  year.  He  hoped 
that  the  wisdom  of  the  new  Board  of  Education  would  be  able  to  find  out 
a  solution  of  the  difficulty,  so  that  teachers  would  have  a  reasonable 
security,  and  that  no  rash  and  capricious  dismissal  should  deprive  them  of 
the  advantage^  of  the  pension  tney  had  earned  and  the  security  of  the 
position  to  which  they  were  entitled." 

(3)  Sir  H.  Oampbell-Bannerman  on  Slavery  in  Zanzibar. 

The  country  had  had  remarkable  patience  in  this  matter.    He  did 
not  know  that  that  patience  had  always  been  displayed  in  the  same  d^^ 
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June  4» — Mr.  Bryce  at  Aberdeen  on  Liberal  Imperialism.  {S^ 
page  282.) 

Annual  Congress  of  Co-operative  Union  at  Cardiff. 

Annual  Moveable  Conference  of  Manchester  Unity 
of  Oddfellows  at  Portsmouth. 

„    7.— (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  at  Glasgow  on  the 

South  African  Question.    (See  page  289.) 

9. — Mr.  John  Morley  at  Oxford  (Palmerston  Club  Dinner) 
on  Imperialism,  the  South  African  Question,  and 
the  Position  of  the  Liberal  Party.  {See  page  278.) 

M  12.— Annual  Meetings  of  Women's  Liberal  Federation. 

M  13.— The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  of  the  National  Society  on  Church 
Schools. 

„  14. — House  of  Commons.  Reassembling  after  Whitsun- 
tide Recess.  Education  Estimates— State- 
ment by  Sir  John  Gorst  (See  page  285.)  Mr. 
Samuel  Smith's  Motion  for  reduction  of  the 
vote  lost  by  128  to  46  (majority  82).  Speeches 
by  (2)  Sir  John  Gorst  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

Death  of  Mrs.  Gladstone. 

M  15.— House  of  Commons.     Civil  Service  Estimates. 

Sir  Charles  Dilke's  Motion  to  reduce  vote  for 
diplomatic  services  as  a  protest  against  attitude 
of  Sir  A.  Hardinge  (British  Agent  in  Zanzibar) 
on  slavery  lost  by  94  to  39.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Brodrick  and  (3)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 
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as  now,  for  he  remembered  that  under  the  late  Government  a  fanoi» 
onslaught  was  made  on  tliat  Government  for  their  n^ligeoce  in  not 
dealing  with  this  matter,  in  a  much  more  summary  way  ttum  had  since 
been  shown,  b}  the  present  Secretary  for  the  Colonies.  ....  It 
was  not  necessary  to  bring  forward  cases  of  excessive  cruelty  ;  what  the 
British  public  and  British  sentiment  objected  to  was  the  thing  itself,  the 
status  of  slavery,  whether  the  slaved  were  well  or  ill-treated.  Undombt- 
ediy  many  of  them  were  well  treated,  just  as  in  the  southern  States  of 
America  there  were  thousands  of  slaves  who  were  exceedin^y  well 
treated  ;  and  they  showed  no  desire  in  this  case  to  take  advantage  ol  the 
freedom  offered.  He  remembered  a  story  told  by  a  traveller  who  met  t 
wealthy  negro  found  in  a  state  of  slavery.  The  traveller  said  Why 
don't  you,  who  are  so  wealthy,  purchase  your  freedom  ?  '  The  reply 
*No,  Sir,  nigger  property  is  very  bad  property.'  He  would  not  invent 
money  in  himself.  That  might  be  the  case  in  Zanzibar  and  elsewhere, 
but  it  did  not  touch  the  fringe  of  the  (question.  The  Government  miut 
recognise  the  stronsr  and  hereditary  sentmient  in  this  country  in  favour  of 
the  abolition  of  slavery — the  proud  idea  that  wherever  the  Queen  s 
authority  existed  there  could  not  be  such  a  thing  as  a  man  being  the 
chattel  of  another.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  {Mr,  Brodrick)  had  not 
shown  the  Committee  that  there  had  l^n  any  active  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  hurry  the  process  to  the  utmost  extent  in  which  it 
could  be  hurried.  Every  one  knew  that  Sir  A.  Hardinge  was  one  of  the 
most  efficient  servants  possessed  by  the  country,  and  he  had  not  a  word  to 
say  against  him  ;  but  everyone  m  a  position  such  as  his  was  naturailj 
largely  influenced  by  the  gentvs  loci  ;  he  saw  the  difficulties,  but  he  wa» 
not  so  alive  to  the  profound  sentiment  of  this  country.  The  right  boit 
gentleman  said  that  the  Government  had  every  desire  to  accelerate  thb« 
process.  Let  them  show  some  evidence  of  this  desire  and  some  result  of 
It.  Let  Sir  A.  Hardinge  see  that  the  country  was  really  in  earnest  in  thi^ 
matter,  that  it  was  not  a  mere  pious  opinion,  a  mere  decayed  tradition 
that  there  should  be  no  slavery  under  the  Queen." 

(1)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  Work  of  Foreign  Missionaries. 

But  that  is  not  the  point  from  which  it  seems  to  me  the  great  diffi- 
culty of  our  present  time  arises.  If  an  evangelist  or  an  apostle,  a  Boniface 
or  a  Columba  preached  in  the  Middle  Ages  he  faced  the  difficulties,  he 
underwent  the  martyrdom,  he  braved  the  torments  to  which  he  was. 
exposed,  and  the  whole  of  the  great  moral  and  spiritual  influence  of  hl«< 
self-devotion  acted  without  hinorance  on  the  people  whom  he  addressed. 
.  But  now,  if  a  Boniface  or  a  Columba  is  exposed  to  thb  martyrdom,  the 
result  is  an  appeal  to  a  Consul  or  for  the  mission  of  a  gunboat,  and  unfor- 
tunately, though  it  cannot  be  helped,  though  it  is  a  blame  to  nobody, 
though  far  indeed  from  being  a  blame  to  our  devoted  missionaries,  thou^ 
I  cannot  admit  it  is  a  blame  to  the  secular  Government  by  whom  their 
fate  is  avenged — still,  it  does  diminish  the  purely  spiritual  aspect  and 
action  of  Christian  teaching ;  it  does  give  to  men  tne  opportunity  and  the 
temptation  to  attach  a  different  meaning  to  that  preaching,  and  to  suspect 
it  ot  objects  which  are  far  away  from  the  thoughts  of  those  who  uige  it 
They  have  a  proverb  in  the  East — first  the  missionary,  then  the  Consnl, 
then  the  general.  That,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  has  too  often  been  the  case ; 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  true,  and  it  could  hardly  be  avoided  that  those  nations 
which  are  the  most  active  in  their  missionary  work  are  also  marked  by  the 
constant  expansion  of  their  frontier.  This  cannot  be  avoided.  Yon  mufit 
accept  it ;  out  do  not  hide  from  yourselves  that  it  is  a  great  hindrance  to 
your  work,  and  that,  while  secular  results  of  this  character  follow  from 
the  results  of  Christian  teaching,  the  Christian  faith  and  the  Christtui 
Cross  do  not  shine  upon  the  peoples  of  the  world  with  the  unblemidied 
splendour  with  which  they  shone  m  old  times.  Just  look  at  this  Chinese 
matter.    You  observe  that  all  the  people  who  are  slaughtered  are 
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1900. 

June  18. — House  of   Lords.    Reassembliog  after  Whitsuntide 
Recess. 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbursr's  Manriage 
Act  Amendment  BUI  read  a  third  time. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Australian  Com^ 
manwealth  BiU — Committee.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Haldane.  Sir  FL 
Finlay,  Sir  R.  Reid,  and  Mr.  Asquith.  (See 
page  275.) 

Eccleeiaetical  Assessmsnta  {Scotland) 

BIU  read  a  third  time  by  154  to  61 
(majority  93). 

Burial  Grounds  BiU  read  a  third  time 


„  19. — House  of  Lords.  Colonial  Marriages  (Be^ 
ceased  Wife^s  Sister)  Bill  passed 
through  Committee. 

House  of  Commons.    Supply— Army  Estimates. 

House  adjourned  at  8.45  p.m. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  at 
St.  George's  Hall  (Women's  Liberal  Unionist 
Association  Meeting)  on  Liberal  Unionism,  the 
War,  and  the  Date  of  the  Dissolution. 

(1)  Lord  Salisbury  at  Exeter  Hall  (S.P.G.  Bicentenary) 
on  Missionary  Work. 


^  20. — House  of  Commons.  Mr.  W.  Johnston's  Beer 
Retailers*  and  Spirit  Grocers* 
Licenses  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Foster's  Workmsn^s  Compen^ 
sation  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill— B^- 
port  (from  Standing  Committee.)  (Seepage  290.) 


n   21. — House  of  Lords.   Uganda  Bailway  BUI  read  a 
second  time.   Speech  by  Lord  Salisbury. 

The  Cromwell  Statue— Speeches  by  Lord 
Hardwicke,  Lord  Salisbury,  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 
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Christians.  Do  you  imagine  that  they  are  slaughtered  simply  beeaaie 
the  Chinese  dislike  their  religion  ? — there  is  no  nation  in  the  world  m 
indifferent  on  the  subject  of  religion  as  the  Chinese — it  is  because  they  tnd 
other  nations  have  got  the  idea  that  missionary  work  is  a  mere  inBtrumeot 
of  the  secular  Grovemment  in  order  to  achieve  the  objects  it  basin  view. 
That  is  a  most  dangerous  and  terrible  snare.  I  need  not  say  it  is  utterly 
unjust  and  that  no  men  could  be  more  devoted,  more  free  from  seooodary 
motives,  than  the  missionaries  who  leave  these  shores ;  but  the  fact  that 
it  is  so  does  not  diminish  the  realitjr  of  the  danger  which  arises  from  the 
suspicion — a  suspicion  whose  operation  you  now  see  in  such  terrible  and 
bloodstained  characters  at  the  moment  when  I  speak  to  you.  May  I 
attempt  to  point  the  moral,  and  that  is  that  caution  and  prudence  witmn 
the  due  limits  of  devotion  and  enthusiasm,  but  caution  and  prudence,  are 
the  duties  of  missionaries  in  a  foreign  land  who  not  only  are  preaching  the 
Gospel,  but  are  also  representing  to  the  eyes  of  the  inhabitants  to  whom 
they  preach  the  character  and  the  aims  of  the  people  from  whom  they 
came?  It  is  a  high  duty  with  them  to  temper  their  enthusiasmwith 
Christian  prudence.  I  do  not  suppose  that  anything  would  induce  them 
to  abandon  the  earnest  prosecution  of  the  work  to  which  they  have  given 
their  lives — namely,  spreading  the  worship  of  Christ  and  obedience  to  His 
Cross ;  but  if  we  can  show  them  that  prudence  is  necessary  in  order  that 
their  devotion  and  their  sacrifice  may  succeed,  I  hope  they  will  not  think 
we  are  unduly  pressing  upon  them  when  we  urge  that  that  prudence  should 
be  exercised. 

<1)  Mr.  Bussell  on  the  Money  lending  Bill. 

"  The  real  issues  raised  by  the  Bill  were  (1)  Should  there  be  legieiative 
interferences  at  all  ?  and  (2)  Ought  the  principle  which  was  embodied  in 
clause  1— a  principle  which  would  enable  the  Judges  of  the  country  to 
review  and  revise  certain  contracts — to  prevail  ?  To  the  first  question  the 
Bill  furnished  the  answer ;  and  in  answer  to  the  second  he  auoted  the  clear 
pronouncement  of  the  Select  Committee.  ...  If  the  House 
ffave  a  second  reading  to  the  Bill  there  would  be  abundiuit  room 
for  legitimate  amendment  in  Committee,  as  to  which  those  in  chaigeof  the 
Bill  would  be  ready  to  preserve  an  open  mind.  But  any  remedy  ^ort  of 
siving  the  Court  absolute  and  unfettered  discretion  in  such  cases  would  not 
be  worth  the  paper  the  Bill  was  printed  on,  and  it  was  because  he  was 
confident  df  this  that  he  moved  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill." 

(2)  Mr.  Aflqilith  on  the  Birmingham  Schook  Bill. 

The  question  at  issue  was  one  which  went  to  the  root  of  Pariia- 
mentaiy  procedure  —  namely,  were  the  restrictions  which  had  been 
deliberately  imposed  by  Parliament  under  the  ^neral  law  of  the  land  on 
the  administration  of  charitable  trusts  to  be  whittled  away  in  piecemeal 
fashion  by  successive  demands  on  the  part  of  local  communities  to  escape 
from  those  restrictions?  He  wished  to  say  nothing  disrespectM  of 
Birmingham^  which  was  a  very  important  place,  and  which  for  more  than 
a  generation  had  been  the  laboratory  of  a  number  of  interesting  municipal 
experiments.  But  he  was  not  yet  convinced  that  the  law  whicn  was  sood 
enough  for  the  rest  of  England  was  not  ffood  enough  for  Birmingham.  The 
vista  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  held  out  of  the  various  charitable  tmste 
cominff  forward  with  a  succession  of  similar  proposals  to  escape  from  the 
general  law  could  not  be  contemplated  with  satisfaction.  If  the  safeguards 
of  the  Charity  Commission  were  too  rigid  and  inelastic,  it  was  a  difficulty 
which  could  only  be  dealt  ^vith  properly  by  general  legislation.  Until  a 
case  had  been  made  out  for  such  amendment  m  the  general  law  the  House 
of  Commons  ought,  in  the  interests  of  Parliamenta^  procedure  and  the 
uniformity  of  the  law  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  charitable 
trusts,  to  look  with  suspicion  on  a  measure  of  this  kind." 
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House  of  Commons.  Australian  Common- 
wealth  Sill — Committee.  Speeches  bj  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  Asquith, 
Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

Mailways  (Prevention  of  Accidents) 
Hill  r^td  a  third  time. 

Elementary  Education  Bill  read  a  second 

time.    Speech  by  Sir  J.  Gorst. 

JUoneylending  Sill — Second  reading  debate. 
Speeches  by  (1)  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr. 
Birrell,  and  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  English  Church  Union. 
Speech  by  Lord  Halifax. 

House  of  Lords.  Uganda  Sailway  Sill  read 
a  third  time. 

Reserve  Forces  Sill  and  Military 
Manwuvres  Sill  read  a  second  time. 

Colonial  Marriages  {Deceased  Wife's 
Sister)  Sill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Sirminyham  (King 
Edward  VI.)  Schools  Sill  read  a  third 
time  by  170  to  102  (majority  68).  Speeches  by 
Sir  H.  Fowler,  Mr.  Balfour,  (2)  Mr. 
Asquith,  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Civil  Service  Estimates. 

House  of  Lords.  Royal  Assent  to  Ugafida  Rail' 
way  Act  and  Public  Health  (Ireland) 
Act. 

House  of  Commons.  Australian  Commofi- 
wealth  Sill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Housing  Committee.    {See  page  293.) 

Sistrict  Councillors  and  Gruardians 

{Terms  of  Office)  Sill  read  a  third  time. 

House  of  Lords.  Secondary  Education  Sill 
introduced  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
read  a  first  time. 

Surial  Grounds  Sill  read  a  second  time. 

The  "  St.  Pancras  Scandal  "—Speeches  by 
Lord  Russell  of  Killowen  and  Lord 
Halsbury. 
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(1)  Mr.  Bryce  on  the  Companies  Bill. 

**If  it  passed  in  its  present  shape  he  believed  that  it  would  lead  to  a 
demand  on  the  part  of  tne  community  for  a  further  strengthening  of  the 
law.  They  could  not  consolidate  the  law  until  they  had  put  it  into  a 
tolerably  nnal  shape.  Though  the  Bill  was  not  quite  strong  enough  he  j 
did  not  suggest  that  the  House  ought  not  to  take  it  as  an  instalment  of 
reform.  In  its  dealing  with  the  registration  of  charffes,  the  position  of 
directors,  and  the  receiving  of  commissions,  the  Bill  was  a  substantial 
improvement  in  the  present  law  which  was  worth  having.  He  hoped  that 
it  would  be  improved  and  strengthened  in  Committee,  and  it  it  "vti^ 
strengthened  the  measure  would  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  existing 
law." 

(2)  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  Moneylending  Bill. 

"My  hon.  friend's  Bill  has  been  admitted  by  its  opponents  not  to  be 
revolutionary  in  its  dealings  with  the  law  of  this  country.  We  have  no 
desire  to  revive  the  usury  laws  in  any  disguise  whatever.  What  we  do 
desire  is  to  prevent  gross  acts  of  tyranny  against  a  small  and  very  helple^ 
class.  We  do  not  think  we  are  injuring  the  legitimate  moneylender,  who 
performs  a  most  useful  and  important  function  in  the  general  social 
organism.  The  only  thing  we  interfere  with  is  the  extravagant  excrete 
of  his  power  which,  in  every  a^  and  in  every  country  has  brought  his 
profession  into  disrepute,  and  which,  in  some  countries,  has  even  threatened 
the  public  and  social  order  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  In  the^ 
circumstances,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  recommending  the  House  to  give  the 
Bill  a  second  reading." 

(3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  China. 

**  Ever  since  the  war  between  China  and  Japan  there  have  been  person;*! 
not  in  this  country  alone,  who  have  seemed  to  look  upon  the  jg;reat  Chines 
Empire  as  if  it  were  a  kind  of  plum  cake  which  mignt  be  divided  amon^ 
the  different  civilised  Powers  of  the  world  as  easily  and  unresistingly  a<  a 
cake  is  cut  up  by  schoolboys,  provided  the  Powers  did  not  quarrel  among 
themselves.  I  doubt  if  anyone  would  put  forward  that  view  now.  It  ha* 
never  been  the  view  of  her  Majesty  s  Government.  We  have  alwaTr* 
desired  that  there  should  be  a  stable  Chinese  Government  in  China,  able 
to  enforce  decent  order  and  security,  and  ready  to  give  the  facilities  to 
which  we  are  entitled  by  treaty,  and  increased  facilities,  if  possible,  for 
our  commerce  and  our  trade.  I  believe  that  this  is  the  view  of  all  the 
Powers  at  the  present  moment.  I  believe  that  all  will  work  in  hamionT 
together  with  perfect  regard  for  each  other's  rights  and  with  the  sole  view 
of  the  common  benefit  of  civilisation.  If  that  be  so  I  hope  that  even 
what  is  now  transpiring  in  China  may  not  give  us  any  cause  for  alarm  for 
the  future  of  the  public  purse." 

(4)  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  General  Election  Issue. 

"  We  never  hesitated  to  say  that  the  object  which  we  believed  to  be 
essential  to  our  position  in  South  Africa  and  our  position  in  the  world  we 
would  secure  by  one  way  or  another.  And  thauKs  to  the  valour  of  our 
soldiers,  thanks  to  the  assistance  of  our  colonies,  thanks  to  the  clear  vision 
of  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  to  the  support  which  her  Majesty's  Government 
have  always  given  to  him,  this  object  is  now  ^vithin  our  grasp ;  and  we 
do  not  intend  that  it  shall  be  snatched  from  us.  But,  believe  me,  it  need-* 
the  union  of  the  Unionist  party,  it  needs  all  the  strength  which  the 
people  of  this  country  can  give  us,  and  the  clear  expression  of  their 
unhesitating  confidence,  to  enable  us  to  secure  that  no  false  sentiment 
no  misplac^  magnanimity,  which  is  always  practised  at  other  peopled 
expense,  that  no  party  intngue  and  no  personal  jealousy  shall  break  ibe 
continuity  of  our  policy  or  shall  interfere  with  that  just  and  permanent 
settlement  which  we  look  to  as  a  compensation  for  the  war  and  a»  * 
security  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  South  Africa. 
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House  of  Commons.  Dublin  Electric  Light- 
ing  Sill  read  a  second  time  by  180  to  167 
(majority  13). 

Companies  Sill  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  (by  130  to  52)  to  Standing  Committee 
on  Trade.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Ritchie  and  (1) 
Mr.  Bryce. 

Moneylendiny  Sill  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  (by  150  to  47)  to  Standing  Committee 
on  Tnide.    Speech  by  (2)  Mr.  Balfour. 

House  of  Commons.  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  {1897)  Extension  Sill  read  a 
third  time. 

Merchant  Shipping  {lAoMlity  of  Ship^^ 
ottmers  and  others)  Sill  read  a  third 
time. 

Midtoi/ves  SUl  discussed. 

(3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  at  the  Mansion  House  on 

Trade  and  Finance. 

House  of  Lords.  JPreventlon  of  Corruption 

Sm  passed  through  Committee. 

Railways  (Prevention  of  Accidents) 
Sill  read  a  second  time.  Speech  by  Lord 
James  of  Hereford. 

Volunteers  Sill  passed  through  Committee. 

Military  Lands  BiZi— Report. 

House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Sent  Charge 
(Ireland)  Sill  read  a  second  time  by  175  to 
92  (majority  83).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and 
Sir  W.  Harcourt. 

House  of  Lords.  Atistralian  Commonwealth 
Sill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord 
Selbome,  Lord  Carringfton,  Lord'  Hals- 
bury,  and  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  Supply— Our  Hospitals  in 
South  Africa.  Speeches  by  Mr.  W3mdham, 
Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannerman.  (Seepage  271.) 

<4)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  the  Hotel  Metropole  (National 
Union  of  Conservative  and  Constitutional  Asso- 
ciation) on  Current  Politics.    (Seepage  287.) 
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[Jaly.  1900. 


THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

June,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  importaiit  divisioos  for  the  month  of  June. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  follow^ing  divisions  cau 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note.  — In  the  following  list  of  the  chief  dioisioiis  in  tJie  House  of  CommoM, 
th*.  number  of  the  minoritij  {whether  **  For  "  or  **  Against  ")  in  a  division  i* 
always  pat  first  for  the  sake  of  convenieMe.  Wh&i\  the  division  is  an  ^^official" 
0H«,  (i.e.)  wl^n  the  Government  or  Oppositioih  Whips  are  the  Tellers,  tk*- 
word    For"  or     Agaimt**  as  the  case  mag  be,  is  given  in  it€Uics,'\ 


June  14th,  1900  (Division  No.  143).— On  Mr.  Samuel  Smiths 
Motion  to  reduce  the  Salary  of  the  Vice-President  of  the  Council  to 
call  attention  to  the  alleged  existence  of  ritualistic  practices  in  Stat«- 
aided  Schools. 


June  15th,  1900  {Division  No.  144).— On  Sir  Charles  DilkeV 
Motion  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  Consul-General  at  Zanzibar  as  a 
protest  against  the  inactivity  of  the  Government  in  dealing  with  the 
question  of  slavery  there. 


III.  — Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Bill. 

June  18th,  1900  (Division  No.  148).— On  the  Motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Bill. 

Against,  63  ;  Far,  156. 

IV.  — Agricultural  Labourers'  Compensation  Bill. 

June  20th,  1900  (Division  No.  150).— On  Mr.  Strachey's  Amend- 
ment to  leave  out  the  word  "  habitually  "  from  Mr.  Goulding's  Motion 
to  include  only  employers  who  "  habitually  "  employ  labour. 

For,  121  ;  Against,  207. 


I. — TuE  Education  Code. 


For,  48  ;  Against,  130. 


II. — Slavery  in  Zanzibar. 


For,  41 ;  Against,  96. 
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V. — King  Edward  the  Sixth's  School,  Birmingham. 

June  22nd,  1900  {Bimaion  No.  152).— On  the  Motion  for  the  third 
reading  of  the  Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth)  Schools  Bill. 

Against,  103  ;  For,  173. 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES  (1890) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 
VI.— Land  Outside  the  District. 
June  25th,  1900  {Division  JTo,  154). — On  Mr.  Pickersgiirs  Motion 
that  the  urban  authority  should  have  power  to  acquire  "  and  hold  " 
land  outside  its  own  district. 

For,  133  ;  Against,  205. 

VII. — IjOCal  Control. 
June  25th,  1900  (Divisuyti  No.  156).— On  Sir  Walter  Foster's 
Motion  to  leave  out  sub-section  2,  which  embodied  certain  considera- 
tions upon  which  the  County  Council  must  act. 

For,  107  ;  Against,  167. 

VIII. — Cottage  Gardens. 

June  25th,  1900  (Division  No.  156).— On  Sir  Walter  Foster's 
Motion  that  the  garden  attached  to  a  cottage  built  by  a  Rural  District 
Council  should  be  limited  to  an  acre  instead  of  to  half  an  acre. 

For,  82  ;  Against,  132. 

IX. — Repayment  of  Loans. 

June  25th,  1900  {Division  No.  158).— On  Mr.  HazelFs  Motion  that 
a  new  Clause  should  be  added  extending  the  period  for  the  repayment 
of  loans  raised  by  local  authorities  to  100  years  in  the  case  of  land,  and 
to  70  years  in  the  case  of  buildings. 

For,  71 ;  Against,  143. 

X. — Hiring  Powers. 

June  25th,  1900  {Division  No.  159.)— On  Mr.  Pickersgill's  Motion 
that  local  authorities  should  have  power  to  hire  land  for  the  purposes 
of  Part  IIL  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  as 
amended  by  the  Bill. 

For  83;  Against,  148. 
XI. — Land  for  Lodging-Houses. 

June  25th,  1900  {Division  No.  160).— On  Mr.  Whitmore's  Motion 
to  enable  local  authorities  to  lease  out  any  land  acquired  by  them  for 
the  building  of  lodging-houses. 

Against  86  ;  For,  166. 


XII. — Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill. 
June  28th,  1900  (Division  No.  165).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
^nd  reading  of  the  Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Against,  94  ;  For,  177. 
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"  FIVE  YEARS  OF  TORY  GOVERNMENT." 


We  are  pjlad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  "Handbook,**  just  published 
by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  under  the  above  title,  has 
met  with  a  most  gratifying  receptipn.  In  the  much-abused  phrase,  it 
certainly  seems  to  have  supplied  a  long-felt  want.  Full  particulars 
will  be  found  in  our  advertisement  pages,  and  we  desire  again  to 
draw  attention  to  the  special  offer  on  page  ii.  to  subscribers  of  th«» 
Magazine.  In  view  of  the  following  set  of  opinions,  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  the  book  is  one  which  no  Liberal  can  afford  to  l)e 
without. 

OPINIONS  OF  LIBERAL  LEADERS. 

The  Editor  of  the  "  Handbook  "  has  received  the  following  letters 
from  Liberal  leaders. 

Lord  Kimberlby  writes  on  July  2nd  : — 

"  I  congratulate  you  on  the  production  of  your  excellent  *  Hand- 
book,' which  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  use  to  members  of  our  party." 

Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  writes  on  June  19th  : — 
"  How  can  we  thank  you  enough  for  the  *  Handbook  '  ?  Nothinj( 
could  be  more  admirable.  It  is  clear,  pointed  and  comprehensive ;  a 
solace  and  amusement  for  our  leisure  hours  and  an  armoury  in  time  of 
combat.  I  congratulate  you  upon  its  certain  usefulness  and  popularitj 
when  it  comes  into  the  hands  of  Liberals  throughout  the  countary." 

Sir  William  Harcourt  writes  on  July  3rd  : — 
"  Many  thanks  for  the  '  Handbook,*  which  seems  to  me  to  be 
admirably  done.'' 

Mr.  Asquith  writes  on  July  1st : — 

"Very  many  thanks  for  the  two  editions  of  your  admirable 
*  Handbook.'  It  seems  to  me  to  have  every  merit  both  of  design  and 
execution,  and  it  is  certain  to  be  of  the  greatest  service  to  the  party/' 

OPINIONS  OF  THE  PRESS. 

The  Daily  News  (June  l3//i,  1900). 

There  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  a 
'Handbook  for  the  Use  of  Liberals.*  .  .  .  This  part  deals  with  Home 
affairs  which  the  Tories  are  ondeavourine  to  bury  out  of  sight  under  a  heap  of 
Khaki  uniforms.  But  it  won't  do.  The  trick  will  be  exposed  and  the 
tricksters  will  be  sorry  that  they  tried  it  on." 

The  Daily  Chronicle  {June  uth,  1900.) 

*'A  well- written  and  serviceable  volume.  .  .  .  We  may  say  in  a 
word  that  the  sixteen  chapters  of  this  useful  handbook  for  Liberal  poh'ticiaiis 
are  full  of  striking  contrasts  between  the  pledges  of  Tory  candidates  and  the 
performances  of  the  Tory  Cabinet." 
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The  Westminster  Gazette  {June  I5th,  1900). 

** '  Five  Years  of  Tory  Govemmeut '  ...  is  an  absolutely  essential 
part  of  the  equipment  of  candidates,  canvassers,  speakers,  and  writers  who 
may  be  engaged  upon  the  inevitable  campaign,  and  it  forms  an  indictment 
which,  but  for  cross-currents  and  war-like  emotions,  would,  we  verily 
believe,  make  short  work  even  of  the  greatest  majority  of  modem 
tiroes.  .  .  .  It  is  a  remorseless  analysis  done  in  a  thorough  and  scientific 
spirit  with  liberal  quotations  from  public  speeches,  and  from  leading 
authorities.  .  .  .  Altogether  this  work  is  a  mine  of  indispensable  materi^ 
for  liberal  politicians.  It  is  well  arranged,  severely  accurate,  and  supported 
at  every  point  by  facts,  figures,  and  quotations.  But  that  is  not  by  any 
means  to  say  that  it  is  dull,  for  the  narrative  is  continuous,-  and  it  is  written 
in  a  terse  and  vigorous  style.  Mr.  Birrell  supplies  a  most  original  preface, 
from  which  we  make  one  extract : — 

The  claims  of  forty  millions  of  people  here  at  home  to  be  well  governed,  fairlv 
taxed,  fairly  rated,  properljr  housed,  wisely  educated,  are  pf«ramoui)t  claims,  nor  will 
Lotd  Salisbury's  Swiss  policy  of  putting  a  rifle  rwnge  vathin  reach  of  every  poor 
nuui'g  cottage  in  order  that  its  oootipant  may  learn  how  to  defend  his  hired  and 
insanitary  homestead  from  the  combined  fury  of  Europe  long  survive  the  political 
occasion  that  begat  it. 

That  is  excellent  satire,  and  we  hope  the  present  volume  may  assist  the  end 
in  view." 

The  Speaker  {June  23rd,  1900). 

**The  volume  just  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  giving  a 
retrospect  of  Unionist  administration,  summarises  the  kind  of  treatment  which 
home  affairs  have  received  during  the  last  few  years.  We  were  promised 
in  1895  an  era  of  peace  and  prosperity  abroad,  a  tranquil,  undisputed 
supremacy  in  the  councils  of  the  world  ;  British  trade  conquering  all  the 
markets  of  the  universe,  a  British  Foreign  Minister  dictating  the  affairs  of 
mankind,  British  citizens  abroad  holding  up  their  heads,  and  British  citizens 
at  home  filling  their  pockets.  We  know  how  that  promise  has  been 
redeemed.  But  we  were  promised  scarcely  less  good  fortune  at  home.  There 
was  to  be  a  truce  to  wild  ambitious  schemes  of  large  reform  ;  our  great 
institutions  were  to  be  left  to  an  unruffled  repose,  and  this  interval  of  serene, 
undisturbed  quiet  was  to  be  seized  upon  for  the  concentration  of  the  national 
energies  upon  the  great  social  problems  which  the  last  Ministry  had 
neglected.  A  Government  too  strong  to  be  liable  to  distractions  abroad,  too 
statesmanlike  to  create  distractions  at  home,  was  to  inaugurate  a  new  epoch 
of  peaceful  social  progress,  ministering  to  the  domestic  needs  of  an  admiring, 
a  grateful,  and  a  contented  people.  Such  was  the  picture  outlined  to  us  in 
1^,  and  the  *  Handbook  '  published  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Depart- 
ment enables  us  to  fill  in  the  details." 

Fundi  {July  Ath,  1900). 

"  In  anticipation  of  the  General  Election— mere  reference  to  approach  of 
which  surprises  Mr.  Balfour — the  Liberal  Publication  Department  .  .  .  has 
issued  a  *  Handbook  *  for  the  use  of  Liberals.  It  summarises  the  results  in 
home  affairs  of  Five  Years  of  Tory  Government.  My  Baronite,  imitaiing  the 
lofty  reserve  of  the  signator  of  this  column,  recks  nothing  of  politics.  All 
the  statements  contained  in  this  little  volume  may  be  baseless,  albeit  for  the 
most  part  they  appear  as  quotations  from  the  speeches  of  members  and 
supporters  of  the  Government.  Regarding  it  simply  as  a  work  of  arrange- 
ment and  condensation  it  is  admirable.  As  an  electioneering  engine  it  is  a 
Rentable  pom-pom.  If  there  is  any  corresponding  Publication  Department 
in  the  other  camp  they  would  do  well  to  get  their  batteries  into  position  and 
try  to  silence  it. 
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The  star  {June  13^A,  1900). 

The  Liberal  Publication  Department,  under  the  vigilant  captaincy  of 
Mr.  Augustine  Birrell,  is  not  asleep.  It  has  issued  a  Handbook  for  the  use 
of  Liberals,  entitled  *Five  Years  of  Tory  Government,'  which  is  a  well- 
stored  arsenal  of  political  powder  and  shot.  It  tells  exactly  what  Liberal 
workers  and  speakers  want  to  know,  namely,  what  the  Tories  have  doM  in 
the  region  of  domestic  politics  since  the  last  General  Election ;  and  it  com- 
pares their  achievements  with  their  promises. " 

The  Echo  (June  Uth,  1900). 

There  is  issued  to-day  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Departaient,  'Five 
Years  of  Tory  Government,  1895-1900,'  an  analysis  of  the  legislaticm  in 
Home  affairs  that  is  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  present  Administration. 
Few  Governments  in  this  imperfect  world  can  stand  the  test  of  having 
their  achievements  put  over  against  the  promises  which,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  get  strewn  so  lavishly  before  ;  and  no  honest  Ministerialist  who  may 
be  induced  to  consider  the  plain  tale  told  in  this  book  but  will  confess, 
inwardly  at  all  events,  that  it  is  a  pitiful  record  for  a  Cabinet  of  all  the 
talents  backed  by  an  omnipotent  majority.  Hero  may  be  seen  at  a  glance 
'  the  little  done,  the  undone  vast '  in  regard  to  Education,  Agriculture, 
Old  Age  Pensions,  Temperance  Reform,  Overcrowding,  Local  Government, 
the  protection  of  the  worker,  and  the  rest." 

The  Manchester  Guardian  {June  22nd,  1900). 

**A  very  useful  little  handbook  entitled  *  Five  Years  of  Tory  Govern- 
ment, 1895-1900:  I.  Home  Affairs'  has  just  been  issued  by  the  Liberal 
Publication  Department.  It  is  intended  mainly  *  for  the  use  of  Liberals,' 
but  Conservatives  may  read  it  with  pr<ifit.  Here  in  successive  chapters, 
clearly  arranged  and  well  written,  is  to  be  found  a  statement  of  what  the 
Government  promised  to  do  at  or  before  the  last  general  election,  and  of 
what  it  has  actually  done  up  to  till  the  end  of  May.  The  book  opens  with  * 
valuable  chapter  on  Tory  finance,  which  gives  the  several  Budgets  in 
tabular  form  and  shows  how  the  net  amount  of  taxation  remitted  in  these 
prosperous  years  has  been  less  than  a  million,  while  the  revenue  has 
increased  by  25  millions.  Then  comes  an  excellent  chapter  on  the  educa- 
tional legislation  of  the  past  five  years,  and  on  the  way  in  which  the 
education  department  has  been  administered  in  the  interests  of  Church  of 
England  school  managers.  The  following  chapters  deal  in  turn  with 
agriculture,  the  Tory  *  Social  Programme,'  old-age  pensions,  the  Compen- 
sation Act,  the  temperance  question,  the  housing  of  the  working  classes,  the 
exclusion  of  aliens,  and  shorter  hours  in  shops.  Questions  relating  to 
London,  Scotland,  Ireland  and  Wales  each  occupy  a  chapter  ;  the  record  of 
the  House  of  Lords  is  effectively  summed  up  in  another  chapter,  and  the 
book  ends  with  a  review  of  various  matters  such  as  national  defence,  the 
Church  questicm,  dangerous  trades,  and  the  question  whether  minister 
should  hold  directorships  in  railway  and  other  public  companies.  Most  of 
the  chapters,  such  as,  for  instance,  those  dealing  with  Mr.  Chamberlain  s 
*  Social  Programme, '  begin  with  quotations  from  Conservative  speakers  to 
show  what  the  Government  promised,  and  then  go  on  to  show,  by  incon- 
trovertible facts  and  figures,  what  they  have  performed.  The  book  deserves 
to  be  widely  known  and  carefully  studied.  It  will  be  of  great  use  to  Liberal 
speakers,  and  for  their  benefit  a  special  *  Speakers'  Edition  '  has  been  pre- 
pared, printed  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only,  for  convenience  in  making 
extracts. ' 
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The  Leeds  Merciiry  (June  leth,  1900). 

V'  A  oseful  political  handbook  .  .  .  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication 
Department.  .  .  .  Every  Liberal  ought  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  Hand- 
book, which  may  be  had  for  half-a-crown,  for  it  not  only  contains  an 
admirable  resume  of  the  domestic  questions  that  have  given  rise  to 
eootroversy  during  the  last  five  years,  out  it  also  presents  in  a  striking  form 
the  contrast  between  the  achievements  and  the  promises  of  the  Gk>vemmeut 
in  the  realm  of  social  legl^dation.  .  .  .  Abundant  evidence  will  be 
found  throughout  the  volume  just  issued  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Depart- 
ment of  the  Government's  incompetence  and  administrative  incapacity. 
Out  of  the  sixteen  chapters  of  the  book  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
convincing  is  that  on  national  finance  during  the  last  five  years." 

The  Bradford  Obeenrer  (June  16^A,  1900). 

If  the  literature  of  politics  could  win  victories  at  the  polls  the  Liberal 
party — thanks  to  its  ezcdlent  Publication  Department — has  probably  never 
neen  better  supplied.  Witness,  for  example,  the  admirable  political  hand- 
book newly  published  under  the  title  of  'Five  Tears  of  Tory  Govern- 
ment.*" 

The  South  Wales  Daily  News  {June  \%th,  1900). 

The  present  volume  is  an  admirable  sample  of  what  a  history  should 
be;  judicial  in  temper,  moderate  and  lucid  in  tone  and  style,  dispassionate 
in  criticisn),  and  careful  and  judicious  in  its  statement  and  collection  of 
f^cts.  We  cordially  recommend  the  volume  to  those  who  wish  to  know  the 
tniUu  as  sustained  by  the  evidence  of  these  five  years  of  Tory  rule.  It  will 
^te  found  a  storehouse  of  valuable  information.  ..." 

The  North  British  Daily  Mail  (June  mh,  1900). 

The  Liberal — or  the  Tory  for  that  matter — who  pays  half-a-crown  for 
the  book  will  get  good  value  for  his  money." 

The  Leicester  Daily  Post  (June  \5th,  1900). 

**The  Liberal  Publication  Department  has  added  another  to  its  many 
services  to  the  Progressive  Party  by  the  new  *  Handbook '  which  it  has 


Itook  is  a  mine  of  wealth  for  both  the  writer  and  speaker,  and  one  which 
should  be  found  alike  invaluable  and  indispensable  by  all  who  are  engaged 
ia  fighting  the  Liberal  battle.  Nothing  could  well  be  more  effective  and 
convenient,  indeed,  than  the  manner  in  which  the  material  has  just  been 
collected,  and  then  marshalled  to  the  best  advantage." 

The  Sheffield  Independent  (June  mh,  1900). 

A  better  half-crown's  worth  of  political  information  on  the  events  of 
the  day  was  never  issued." 

The  Cambria  Daily  Leader  (June  mh,  1900). 

*'The  Liberal  Publication  Department  has  done  Radicalism  in  this 
ooontry  a  good  turn  by  the  timely  Imuo  of  a  handbook  entitled  *  Five 
Tears  of  Tory  Oovemment ' — a  compendium  of  facts  and  figures  likely  to 
be  of  infinite  service  to  controversialists  in  the  £le  toral  Campaign  which 
oreiy  week  becomes  nearer." 

The  Hew  Agib  (Jnne  2Sth,  1900). 

"We  are  constrained  to  say  that  having  examined  this  volume  with 
•ome  care,  we  must  pronounce  it  an  extremely  valuable  piece  of  work.  It 
is  the  most  thorough  exposure  of  Toryism  that  we  Know  of.  Every 
liberal  and  anti-Tory  speaker  should  obtain  a  copy,  and  every  Liberal,  or 
Radical,  or  Socialist  Club  in  the  Kingdom  would  do  well  to  possess  it" 


Altogether  the  '  Hand- 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  recall  any  instance 
"  Our  Wars  and    in  which  a  greater  shock  has  been  given  u* 
Our  Wounded."     public  opinion  than  was  caused  by  the  publica- 
tion in  the  TimeSy  on  June  27th,  of  an  article 
by  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  (the  Tory  M.P.  for  Westminster)  on  "  Our  Wars 
and  Our  Wounded."  Up  to  that  time  the  public,  whatever  view  it  took  of 
the  war,  consoled  itself  with  the  thought  that  the  medical  and  sargica] 
arrangements  in  South  Africa  were  perfect.  This  did  not  mean  that  there 
was  no  suffering — that  there  is  bound  to  be  in  war,  especially  on  the 
actual  field  of  battle.    But  it  was  thought  that  there  was  no  preventible 
suffering— that  the  sick  and  wounded  were  looked  after  with  the 
maximum  amount  of  care  and  comfort.     The  long  list  of  deaths 
from  enteric  fever  published  almost  daily  had  done  something 
qualify  the  public  reliance  on  the  hospital  arrangements  ;  but  uneasiness 
•developed  into  alarm  and  even  indignation  when  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts's 
letter  was  published.    It  was  written  from  Capetown,  and  \&  dated 
May  29th.    Briefly,  it  alleges  that  there  was  a  most  serious  break- 
down in  the  hospital  arrangements  when  the  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
became  large.    Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  said : — 

A  long  tune  has  elapsed  since  the  despatch  of  the  last  preceding  letter 
•{April  IhtK).  During  that  period  the  groMring  scenes  of  neglect  and  inhumanity, 
of  suffering  and  death,  which  have  been  the  lot  of  the  British  soldier  in  the 
•closing  chapter  of  this  war  have  made  up  a  picture  which  it  is  impossible  my 
longer  to  conceal  from  the  eyes  of  the  British  public." 

We  can  only  quote  a  portion  of  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  s  indictment,  but 
the  following  passage  sufficiently  illustrates  and  explains  the  sort  of 
•case  he  makes  out :  — 

*'The  staff  of  a  field  liospital  comprises  40  all  told,  apart  from  those 
engaged  solely  in  transport,  which  is  supplied  by  the  Army  Service  Corps. 
There  are  four  medical  officers,  two  ward-masters,  14  trained  nursing  order- 
lies, and  six  supernumeraries — for  100  patients.  The  field  hospital  in  question 
before  it  arrived  in  Bloemfontein  had  been  broken  into  two,  one  half  having 
been  sent  in  another  direction,  leaving  this  hospital  with  half  its  equipmeot 
and  staff.  It  should  consequently  have  accommodated  60  patients.  On  my 
first  visit  to  it  (April  9th)  there  were  250  in  its  tents,  90  of  whom  were 
typhoid  cases.  It  was  in  such  a  condition  of  crowding,  insufficient  equip- 
ment, and  general  misery  that  I  hesitated  to  describe  it  in  my  last  letter, 
hoping  for  a  speedy  improvement  which  the  authorities  promised. 

More  than  a  fortnight  later  another  visit  disclosed  the  following  state 
of  things.  With  no  further  equipment  than  two  marquees  and  a  few  bell 
tents,  no  addition  of  staff  or  anything  else,  there  were  316  patients,  of  whom 
half  were  typhoids.  Their  condition  was  almost  indescrioable.  The  tents 
were  bell  tents  such  as  were  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  as  affording  sleep- 
ing accommodation  for  from  six  to  eight  orderlies  when  working  and  in 
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fiound  health.    In  many  of  these  tents  there  were  ten  typhoid  cases  lying 
clonely  packed  together,  the  dying  against  the  convalescent,  the  man  in  his 
*  crisis '  pressed  against  the  man  hastening  to  it.    There  was  not  room  to 
step  between  them.    Think  of  this,  you  who  know  the  sort  of  nursing  a 
typhoid  patient  requires.     With  no  beds  or  mattresses,  and  only  42 
stretchers  in  the  whole  hospital,  it  followed  that  274  patients  had  to  be  on 
the  earth.    There  was  a  great  scarcity  of  blankets,  and  no  patient  could  have 
more  than  one,  with  a  waterproof  sheet,  between  his  body  and  the  ground. 
The  ground  is  hard  as  stone,  and  at  night  the  temf>erature  falls  to  &eezing 
point.    Besides  other  deficiencies  whidi  cannot  be  described  there  were  no 
sheets  or  piUow-cases  or  pretence  of  bed  linen  of  any  kind ;  only  the  coarse  rug 
grated  against  the  sensitive  skin  burning  with  fever.  The  heat  of  these  tents  in 
the  mid-day  sun  was  overpowering,  their  odours  sickening.  Men  lay  with  their 
fju»8  covered  with  flies  in  black  clusters  too  weak  to  raise  a  hand  to  brush 
them  off,  trying  in  vain  to  dislodge  them  by  painful  twitching  of  the  features. 
There  was  no  one  to  do  it  for  them.     Seventeen  orderlies  had  come  with,  or 
been  raised  for,  the  half-section  of  the  field  hospital ;  ten  had  been  taken 
from  it,  the  number  being  made  up  from  the  Bearer  Company  ;  but  they  had 
')ther  duties  to  perform  than  brushing  flies  off  patients'  faces.    At  ni^ht 
there  were  not  enough  to  prevent  those  in  the  deluious  stage  from  getting 
up  and  wandering  about  the  camp  half  naked  in  the  bitter  cold,    in  one 
tent,  where  some  slept  and  others  lay  with  eyes  open  and  starin^^,  a  case  of 
'  perforation  *  was  groaning  out  his  life  huddled  against  his  neighbour  on 
the  ground.    Men  had  not  only  to  see,  but  often  to  feel,  others  die.    .    .  . 

We  have  hardly  come  yet  to  the  auesticm  of  local  responsibility.  Cer- 
tainly in  the  case  of  this  particular  field  hospital  it  did  not  lie  with  its  chief 
medical  oflicer,  who  was  an  energetic,  painstaking  member  of  the  R.  A.M.C., 
working  day  and  night,  never  leaving  his  hospital,  and  sitting  down  each 
evening  to  his  blue  paper  *  returns '  after  fourteen  hours'  work  in  the  tents. 
'Yes,'  he  said  simply,  as  we  parted,  *we  do  our  best,  but  it  makes  one's 
heart  sick  to  look  at  them.' " 

It  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  makes  no  attack  on  the 
doctors,  nurses,  or  orderlies.  It  is  important  to  note  this  point,  since 
w  many  of  the  replies  to  him  assume  that  he  did  so.  Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts  may  be  right  or  wrong,  but  it  is  no  answer  to  him  to  wax 
eloquent  on  the  devotion  of  those  whose  devotion  has  never  been  in 
question. 


Inmiediate  notice  was  taken  of  the  matter 
Lord  Roberts's     in  Parliament,  and  Mr.  Balfour  (in  answer,  to 
Reply.  many  questions)  made  next  day  (June  28th)  a 

statement  on  the  subject.  At  the  same  time 
certain  correspondence  was  published  between  the  Home  Government 
and  Lord  Roberts.  On  June  1st,  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  had  wired  from 
Capetown  to  the  War  Office  ;  and  on  June  5th,  Lord  Lansdowne  had 
telegraphed  to  Lord  Roberts  : — 

"We  are  receiving  private  telegrams  complaining  of  alleged  general 
l>Teakdown  in  hospitals.  I  have  asked  General  Oflicer  Commanding  Lines  of 
Communication  for  a  report.  A  complaint  of  your  hospitals  at  the  front  has 
just  come  in.  Is  there  any  foundation  for  it  ?  You  will,  of  course,  spare  no 
expense  in  order  to  mitigate  suffering." 
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On  June  6th,  Lord  Roberts  sent  a  reply,  and  from  which  the  following 
extracts  are  taken : — 

**  The  very  existence  of  my  force  depended  upon  the  supplies  coming  up 
by  train  along  a  line  of  railway  nearly  900  miles  long,  every  bridge  of  which 
for  the  last  128  miles  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy.  Notwithstanding 
this,  I  ordered  that  the  requirements  of  the  sick  were  to  be  first  taken  in 
hand  as  soon  as  the  rail  had  been  repaired  and  a  few  trains  of  supplies  had 
been  got  through.  The  principal  medical  officer  proceeded  with  the  first 
tmin  to  Kroonstad  with  surgeons  and  nurses.  The  field  hospital  could  nut 
be  utilised,  as  we  were  about  to  move  on  again,  but  No.  3  general  and  Scotch 
hospital  had  been  held  in  readiness  at  Bloemfontein  to  be  sent  to  KroonstAd 
directly  the  line  was  open  ;  this  was  done,  and  the  former  received  180 
patients  within  24  hours  of  its  arrival.  I  repeatedly  visited  the  hospitalx 
during  the  short  tiuie  I  was  at  EIroonstad,  and  I  impressed  upon  the 
principal  luedical  officer  and  Lord  Methuen,  who  was  on  his  way  to 
Kroonstad,  to  do  all  that  was  |x>ssible  to  remedy  matters.  A  few  days  after 
my  dejmrture  I  received  a  report  from  the  principal  medical  officer  that  the 
medical  arrangements  there  were  in  all  respects  in  good  order,  while  Lord 
Methuen  has  since  informed  me  that  everything  is  thoroughly  satisfactory.  I 
was  deeply  distressed  at  being  unable  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  tlie 
sick  on  our  first  arrival  at  Kroonstad  ;  but  it  is  obvious  that  a  certain  amount 
of  suffering  is  inseparable  from  the  rapid  advance  of  a  large  army  in  the 
enemy's  country,  when  railway  communication  has  been  destroyed  ;  and  such 
suffering  would  have  been  enormously  increased  had  it  not  been  for  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  the  medical  authorities  made  the  best  of«  the  very 
scanty  accommodation  [available  at  a  place  little  larger  than  an  ordinary 
English  village." 

Subsequent  to  that  reply  of  Lord  Roberts  a  further  question  was 
addressed  on  the  same  subject  by  the  Secretary  for  War  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  in  South  Africa  on  June  20th.  On  June  25th,  a 
reply  was  sent  by  Lord  Roberts,  from  which  the  following  is  an 
extract : — 

**  As  regards  hospitals  at  the  base,  before  leaving  Cape  Town  I  personally 
assured  myself  that  the  arrangeuients  were  working  satisfactorily,  and  I 
have  not  heard  since  any  complaints  about  them.  When  we  arrived  at 
Bloemfontein  we  had  an  abnormal  number  of  sick,  due  no  doubt  not  only  to 
the  peculiarly  exhausting  nature  of  the  march,  but  also  to  the  terrible 
insanitary  conditions  of  our  camp  at  Paardeberg,  where  the  only  water 
available  for  drinking  purposes  flowed  down  from  the  Boer  camp  a  mile  and 
a-half  higher  up  the  river,  which  was  crowded  with  dead  animals  in  a  state 
of  decomposition.  We  also  had  a  considerable  number  of  wounded  after  the 
fight  on  March  10th.  To  hastily  improvise  accommodation  at  Bloemfontein 
for  such  a  large  number,  which  gradually  increased  up  to  2,000  before  I  left 
that  town,  was  no  easy  task.  Owing  to  the  rapidity  of  our  march  from  the 
Modder,  no  tents  could  be  carried  with  the  force,  and  none  were  avaikble 
until  our  railway  communication  with  Cape  Colony  had  been  restored.  As 
soon  as  I  could  arrange  for  such  supplies  being  placed  at  Bloemfontein  as 
were  necessary  for  the  very  existence  of  the  force,  I  ordered  up  tents  and  all 
necessary  appliances  for  the  sick,  nurses,  more  doctors,  and  more  hospitals. 
Bloemfontein  is  not  a  large  town,  but  all  suitable  public  buildings, 
schools,  etc.,  were  made  into  hospitals.  I  constantly  visited  these,  and  after 
a  very  short  time  they  were,  I  considered,  in  good  order  and  not  over- 
crowded. ...  I  can  quite  understand  that  people  who  have  no  practical 
experience  in  such  matters  are  much  concerned  to  hear  the  hardships  which 
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Kick  and  wounded  soldiers  have  to  undergo  in  time  of  war,  especially  when 
they  are  not  aware  of  the  many  difficulties  that  have  to  be  contended  with  in 
order  to  alleviate  suffering  on  active  service.  Such  difficulties  are  sufficiently 
great  in  countries  in  wMch  there  are  large  towns  and  villages,  and  easy 
communication  by  road  and  rail  from  the  base  of  operations,  but  they 
have  been  immeasurably  increased  in  South  Africa  by  the  local  conditions  to 
which  I  have  already  referred.  I  have  no  wish  to  shirk  responsibility  in  the 
matter,  or  to  screen  any  shortcomings  which  might  be  proved  against  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps.  You  state  you  have  been  told  that  the  reports 
of  MacCormac  and  Treves  are  optimistic,  and  the  conditions  have  probably 
changed  for  the  worse  since  their  visit.  It  is  true  that  neither  of  these 
gentlemen  took  part  in  any  long  or  difficult  march,  but  two  consulting  sur- 
geons who  are  now  eit  route  to  England — Mr.  Watson  Cheyne  and  Mr. 
Lenthal  Cheatle — have  been  with  this  force  from  the  Modder  River  to 
Pretoria.  I  would  ask  that  their  opinions  on  the  subject  might  be  ascer- 
tained, and  I  would  further  suggest  that  a  small  committee  consisting  of  one 
or  two  medical  men  of  recogni^l  ability  in  whom  the  public  have  full  con- 
fidence, together  with  some  men  of  sound  common  sense,  should  be 
deputed  to  proceed  to  South  Africa  in  order  to  inquire  into  and  furnish  a 
fim  report  on  the  working  of  the  medical  arrangements  throughout  the  war. 
I  win  guarantee  that  they  shall  have  the  fullest  assistance  to  enable  them  to 
make  a  searching  inquiry  into  the  matter.  If  their  visit  should  result  in 
ameliorating  the  conditions  of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  during  time  of 
war,  no  one  would  be  more  grateful  and  pleased  than  myself." 

Mr.  Balfour  announced  that  the  Government  proposed  to  arrange 
for  this  "  independent  inquiry,"  but  at  the  time  of  writing  it  is  still 
uncertain  what  precise  form  the  inquiry  will  take. 


The  question  of  the  care  of  the  sick  and 
The  Debate  in  the  wounded  was  discussed   in   the   House  of 
Commons.  Commons  on  June  29th,  when  the  Government 

brought  in  a  supplementary  vote  of  £b  for  the 
Army  Medical  Service,  in  order  to  make  a  discussion  on  the  subject  in 
order.  The  case  for  the  Government  was  stated  by  Mr.  Wyndham, 
who  thus  defined  the  points  in  controversy : — 

*'I  think  my  duty  to-day,  if  I  construe  aright  the  wishes  of  the  Com- 
mittee, is  to  answer,  if  I  can,  the  question  which  I  believe  to  be  uppermost 
in  the  minds  of  the  Conmiittee  and  of  all  our  countrymen  throughout  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  Unless  I  misinterpret  the  wishes  of  every- 
one here  and  in  the  country,  the  questions  which  they  wish  answered  are 
these.  In  the  first  place  (1)  are  these  statements  true  ?  In  the  second  place 
(2)  if  they  are  wholly  or  even  partially  true,  could  the  evil  which  they  point 
to  have  been  avoided  either  by  a  keener  foresight  or  by  a  more  lavish  pro- 
vision and  expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  Home  Government,  or  by  greater 
zeal  and  intelligence  on  the  part  of  our  officers,  and  more  especially  on  the 
part  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  in  South  Africa  ?  The  third  question 
which  does  press  for  a  reply  is  this  :  (3)  Are  those  evils  now  remedied,  or 
Me  they  in  the  course  of  oeing  remedied  ?  '* 

As  to  the  first,  Mr.  Wyndham  said : — 

**  I  answer  the  first  question  by  saying  frankly  that  to  a  certain  extent — 
to  a  lamentable  extent — it  is  true.    It  is  true  that  our  wounded  and  sick  at;- 
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Bloemfontein  have  in  this  campaign,  as  I  believe  in  every  other  campaign, 
been  exposed  to  terrible  hardships  the  full  extent  of  which  are  not  perhap«^ 
always  gauged  by  those  who  have  not  seen  war." 

As  to  the  second  and  third  questions  Mr.  Wyndham  gave  figures  to 
show  that  "  the  difficulty  had  not  arisen  from  the  stinting  of  supplies, 
but  from  the  inseparable  difficulties  in  taking  those  supplies  to  the  base 
of  operations."  He  also  gave  figures  to  show  that  the  mortality  from 
enteric  had  in  fact  been  low^  not  high  : — 

The  percentage  of  mortality  in  enteric  cases  during  this  war,  and  more 
especially  at  Bloemfontein,  has  been  21  per  cent,  of  the  admissions  to 
hospital.  It  is  fair  to  compare  that  with  the  percentage  in  other  cainpaignn. 
In  the  Nile  campaign  of  1898  the  percentage  of  mortality  was  28  per  cent.  ; 
in  the  Dongola  campaign  of  1896,  50  per  cent.  ;  in  the  Matabele  war  of 
1896-7,  32  per  cent. ;  in  the  Chitral  campaign  of  1896,  28  per  cent. ;  and  in 
the  Soudan  campaign  of  1884-85,  39  per  cent.  Therefore  although  I  own  and 
admit  and  regret  that  the  conditions  at  Bloemfontein  were  what  they  were,  Htill 
our  Army  doctors  brought  down  the  percentage  of  mortality  far  below  what 
it  has  been  in  recent  campaigns.  I  will  even  dare  to  compare  it  with  the 
percentages  in  time  of  peace  when  every  appliance  is  at  hand.  I  will  take 
the  case  of  soldiers  in  our  own  hospitals  at  home.  During  ten  years  the 
percentage  of  cases  of  mortality  from  enteric  in  these  hospitals  was  20*4,  and 
in  the  year  1897  it  was  23*9,  or  2  per  cent,  higher  than  the  percent*^  of 
mortality  at  Bloemfontein  under  these  conditions.  In  India,  taking 
soldiers  admitted  to  hospital  for  enteric  in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  the 
percentage  of  deaths  for  ten  years  was  26*4,  and  for  the  year  1897  27 '1-  I 
will  not  pui-sue  similar  comparisons  for  wounds,  because  I  may  tell  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  percentage  of  deaths  from  wounds  and  from  disease  generally 
in  the  present  war  have  been  lower  than  has  been  the  case  in  other 
campaigns." 

Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  reiterated  the  charges  made  in  his  Tivies  letter. 
Mr.  Balfour,  when  he  came  to  speak,  seized  some  remarks  made  by  Mr. 
Lloyd-George  to  try  and  make  out  that  the  affair  was  being  used  for 
party  purposes,  and  that  the  Opposition  could  only  criticise  at  the  risk 
of  being  taunted  with  attacking  Lord  Roberts. 


Sir  Henry  Campbell-      Mr.  Balfour  was  most  effectively  answered 
Bannerman  on  the   by  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  who  put 
Medical  the  matter  on  entirely  the  right  basis.  We 

Arrangements.      quote  almost  in  full  what  he  said : — 

**  In  a  matter  of  this  great  gravity,  of  this  solemn  character,  involving  as 
it  does  the  lives  and  deaths  and  sufferings,  or  escape  from  suffering,  <^ 
thousands  of  our  brave  fellow-countrymen,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  will 
find  that  we  are  merely  taking  an  opportunity  which  he  gave  us,  and  that  we 
have  not  a  sole  desire  to  make  a  party  attack  on  the  Grovemment.  The  hon. 
member  whose  writings  in  the  Times  originated  the  whole  of  this  discussion 
must,  I  think,  be  on  the  whole  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  proceedings  of 
to-nisht,  because  I  am  merely  repeating  what  has  been  said  before  when  I 
say  that  not  one  of  his  allegations,  as  I  understand  it,  not  one  of  the  facts 
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he  has  stated  has  been  disputed,  certainly  not  controverted  on  the  part  of 
h^  Bfajesty's  Groveminent.    And  therefore  the  hon.  member  stands  in  this 
position,  that  he  has  disclosed  to  the  country  a  part,  at  all  events,  of  the 
truth  of  this  great  matter,  and  he  has  done  it  in  such  a  way  that  he  can 
receive  nothing  but  thanks  from  the  community  for  doing  it.    Now,  Sir,  I 
have  heard  no  reference  made  to-night  to  two  curious  passages  in  the  paper 
that  was  circulated  this  morning.    We  have  heard  all  along  of  the  hon. 
member  for  Westminster  and  of  his  papers  in  the  Times.    But  in  the 
War  Office  telegram  to  Lord  Roberts  the  War  Office  says,  *We  are  re- 
ceiving private  telegrams  complaining  of  alleged  general  breakdown  in 
hospitals,'  and  then  they  go  on  to  say,  *A  complaint  of  your  hospitals 
at  the  f]x>nt  has  just  come  in.*     That  one  complaint  which  had  just 
come  in  was  obviously  a  telegram  from  the  hon.  member.    But  what  are 
the  other  private  telegrams  complaining  of  a  general  breakdown  ?   We  have 
not  heard  any  explanation  of  them.    That  telegram  was  sent  on  June 
5Ui.    A  good  many  days,  and  even  weeks,  elapsed,  and  on  June  20th 
the  War  Office,  which  professes  to  have  no  knowledge  of  these  mistakes  and 
defects  pointed  out  by  the  hon.  member,  writes :  *  We  continue  to  receive 
disquieting  reports  as  to  state  of  hospitals.'    We  have  heard  nothing  of  what 
those  disquieting  reports,  rumours,  and  complaints  are.     But  at  all  events 
they  show  that  her  Majesty's  Grovemment  are  not  indebted  only  to  the  hon. 
member  for  their  information  upon  the  subject.    But  the  country  at  large  is. 
The  hon.  member's  information  came  like  a  thunder-clap  upon  the  country, 
because  up  to  that  time  we  had  all  been  saying  that,  although  many  depart- 
ments of  the  army  administration  had  surprised  the  country  by  their 
efficiency  during  this  war,  there  was  one  which  had  excelled  all  others — 
namely,  the  medical  department,  and  the  country  was  under  the  belief  that 
in  regard  to  medical  matters  everything  was  at  its  best  in  the  best  of  all 
possible  departments  in  South  AMca.    This  disclosure  came  as  a  great  blow 
upon  the  country.    I  am  not  altogether  surprised  at  the  way  in  which  this 
information  was  received,  because  the  very  uneasy  feeling  which  has  pre- 
vailed among  a  large  portion,  at  any  rate,  of  the  community  induced  us  to 
doubt  whether  we  were  receiving  really  full  and  true  information,  not  only  in 
regard  to  hospitals,  but  in  regard  to  other  matters  in  South  Africa.    This  is 
the  first  time,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  that  this  country  has  engaged  in  a  war  on 
anything  like  this  scale  under  the  influence  of  what  is  called  a  censorship. 
To  a  censorship  applied  to  purely  military  questions,  to  a  censorship  which 
restricts  news  which  may  be  of  a  character  capable  of  giving  undesirable 
information  to  the  enemy,  we  willingly  bow  and  submit.    But  when  we 
find,  as  we  do,  that  military  censorship  applied  to  political  matters, 
to  private  letters,   to  private  telegrams,  how  can   we  fail  to  have 
some  doubt  ?   I  will  go  no  further  than  that  whether,  after  all,  with  all  the 
newspapers  and  teeming  intelligence  around  us,  we  understand  really  the 
full  facts  of  the  case  ?    Now,  sir,  the  hon.  member's  allegations  have  not 
been  disputed  nor  disposed  of,  as  I  have  said,  but  merely  explanations  and 
excuses  have  been  made  for  them.    This  debate  must  necessarily  be  incom* 
plete  and  unsatisfactory,  because  we  are  not  in  possession  of  the  facts  which 
would  enable  us  as  individuals  to  judge  of  what  has  happened.  We  do  know 
of  certain  faults.    We  know,  for  instance,  that  for  every  one  man  who  has 
died  of  his  wounds  in  South  Africa,  two  men  have  died  of  enteric  fever. 
Roughly,  I  think,  that  is  about  the  proportion.     The  question  we  have  to 
consider,  is,  generally.  Was  this  danger  of  great  sickness  and  enteric  fever 
walised  and  provided  for  by  the  Government  and  by  their  advisers  ?  My 
hon.  friend  the  member  for  Ilkeston  {Sir  Walter  Foster)  suggested  that 
when  you  were  sending  out  eminent  surgeons  to  see  that  the  treatment  of 
the  wounded  was  properly  conducted,  you  ought  not  to  have  neglected  to  send 
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out  eminent  physicians  to  advise  as  to  matters  affecting  the  sick.    The  ri^t 
hon.  gentleman  made  game  of  my  hon.  friend's  proposal.  He  talked  of  it  as  a 
roving  commission  which  was  to  dictate  to  the  generals  what  they  were  to  do. 
Why  did  he  send  out  surgeons  ?  What  is  a  patriotic  act  in  a  surgeon  cannot  be 
quite  a  crime  in  a  physician.  With  regard  to  the  general  question,  we  have  evi- 
dence on  all  hands  that  the  probability  of  a  great  prevalence  of  this  disorder 
was  known  to  everyone  acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  South  Africa. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  the  member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  quoted  from  the 
Army  medical  report  an  account  given  last  year  of  the  liability  of  Ladysmith  and 
that  quarter  to  this  particular  disease.  We  want  to  know  whether  that  liabihty 
was  fully  realised.    The  Under-Secretary  says  that  it  was.    Then  was  it  fuUy 
provided  for  ?  We  do  not  know,  and  we  cannot  know  until  this  inquiry  takes 
place    The  second  question  is  this — whether  during  those  weeks  of  waiting 
at  Bloemfontein  everything  was  done  that  could  be  done.    The  first  epidemic 
was  a  great  evil ;  but  there  has  been  a  second  outbreak  since.    Were  not  the 
results  in  both  cases  capable  of  being  modified  by  certain  steps  which  might 
have  been  taken  ?   The  Under-Secretary  says  that  Lord  Roberts's  first  doty 
was  to  feed  the  large  army  under  him,  and  that  then  he  had  to  accumulate 
stores  as  well  as  he  could.    I  suppose  that  the  supply  of  nurses  and  orderHes 
would  come  afterwards.  Some  of  us  are  not  sure  that  they  should  have  come 
afterwards.    The  right  hon.  gentleman  says  that  we  are  condemning  Lord 
Roberts.  I  say  that  I  do  not  condemn  Lord  Roberts,  because  1  have  not  know- 
ledge enough  to  pronounce  an  opinion  on  the  subject.  That  is  precisely  one  of 
those  subjects  with  which  this  inquiry  so  strongly  promised  and  so  eageriy 
expected  must  occupy  itself.   Apart  frx)m  the  allegations  of  the  hon.  member 
for  Westminster,  which  no  one  disputes,  there  is  a  case  here  of  some  neglect 
of  ordinary  care  in  some  quarter.    But  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  apportion 
the  blame  which,  I  think,  is  due  to  someone.    I  decline  to  attempt  to  do  ho 
with  the  knowledge  that  we  have.    We  have  two  hon.  members  who  hare 
been  to  South  Africa,  and  they  take  opposite  views  of  the  question.  Bat 
the  facts  remain — the  facts  witnessed  by  the  hon.  member  for  Westminster 
remain.  The  tremendous  proportion  of  deaths  remain,  and  they  are  sufficient 
to  justify  this  discussion  and  to  point  the  necessity  for  this  inquiry.    But  1 
am  surprised  to  find  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said  nothing  definite 
about  tnis  committee  of  inquiry.    Perhaps  he  was  so  much  engaged  in 
endeavouring  to  beat  the  wind  and  to  raise  party  feeling  that  he  forvot  it 
But  it  is  obvious  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  if  it  is  not  to  be  a  sort  of  South 
African  Committee — to  inquire  after  it  is  too  late.    It  is  to  be  a  committee  t<» 
proceed  to  the  spot  and  inquire ;  and  I  hope  that  that  inquiry  will  be 
thorough  and  immediate." 

In  explanation  of  the  reference  in  the  above  to  Sir  Walter  Foster  it 
may  be  added  that  laet  October  he  wrote  to  the  Under-8ecretar\'  (»f 
State  for  War  pointing  out  that  in  all  probability  great  loss  of  life 
from  fever  aiid  other  maladies,  more  or  less  preventible  by  careful 
-sanitary  work,  was  likely  to  occur  in  the  South  African  campaign,  and 
suggesting  the  appointment  of  a  small  sanitary  commission,  or  a  com- 
missioner and  assistants,  to  proceed  to  South  Africa  to  assist  the  Army 
medical  oflicers  in  preventing  the  dangers  referred  to.  Sir  Walter 
offered  to  place  his  services  and  his  experience  as  a  physician  and 
AS  Secretary  of  the  Local  Government  Board  during  the  last  invasion 
of  cholera  at  the  disposal  of  the  War  Office  in  an  unpaid  capacity. 
The  suggestion  and  offer  were  declined  by  the  Secretaiy  of  State  on 
the  ground  that  the  need  of  special  assistance  was  not  the  same 
in  sanitary  matters  as  in  surgical  operations. 
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We  give  elsewhere  (see  page  295)  the  chief 
The  Australian     provisions  of  the  Australian  Commonwealth 
Commonwealth.     Bill  as  it  has  been  read  a  third  time  by  the 
House  of  Commons.    Summarily  its  effect  has 
been  well  described  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  (House  of  Commons,  May 
Uth,  1900)  :— 

*^  In  future  Australia  will  be  *  an  indissoluble  federal  Commonwealth 
firmly  united  for  many  of  the  most  important  functions  of  government.' 
After  it  has  been  passed  there  will  be  for  Australia  under  one  Administration 
a  uniform  postal  and  telegraphic  service,  and  provision  is  made  making  it 
possible  hereafter  for  railway  communication  to  oe  under  similar  control.  In 
the  meantime  everything  which  has  to  do  with  the  exterior  relations  of  the 
six  colonies  concerned  will  be  a  matter  for  the  Commonwealth,  and  not  for 
the  independent  Governments ;  a  common  tariff  wiU  be  established  for  all 
the  colonies  ;  there  will  be  at  the  same  time  inter-colonial  free  trade,  and 
what  is,  perhaps,  more  important  than  all,  in  future  there  will  be  a  common 
form  of  control  of  national  defences." 

The  attitudes  towards  Federation  taken  up  by  the  various 
Australasian  Colonies  will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement : — 

1.  New  South  Wales  ^ 

2.  Victoria 

3.  Queensland  ■  Original  five  federating  Colonies. 

4.  South  Australia 

5.  Tasmania  ' 

6.  West  Australia  now  agrees  to  federate  provided  people  on 
rtferendum  (to  be  taken  at  the  end  of  July)  also  agree. 

7.  New  Zealand  so  far  holds  aloof. 

The  agitation  for  Federation  which  has  culminated  in  the  present  Bill 
b^n  in  1890.  Twice  the  Australian  people  have  been  appealed  to  on 
referendum.  In  the  first  instance  (in  1897),  there  was  not  the  requisite 
majority  for  Federation,  but  two  years  later  New  South  Wales  (which 
had  been  the  non-assenting  Colony)  altered  its  mind,  and  last  year  the 
five  federating  Colonies  agreed  upon  the  Bill  the  care  of  which  was 
committed,  so  far  as  the  Mother  Country  is  concerned  to  the  five 
Australian  delegates.  Between  them  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  there  has 
been  one  considerable  controversy — that  relating  to  the  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council.    We  set  out  very  shortly  the  history  of  this  controversy. 

(!•) 

In  the  Bill  as  agreed  to  by  the  Australian  people  by  referendum  a 
suitor  might  appeal  from  the  decision  of  a  Supreme  State  Court  by 
going  either  to  (a)  the  Australian  Federal  High  Court  or  (6)  the  Privy 
Council.  But  he  could  not  appeal  from  either  a  State  Court  or  the 
High  Court  to  the  Privy  Council  if  a  constitutional  question  were 
involved.    Clause  74  said  : — 

No  appeal  shall  be  permitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  in  any  matter 
involvinff  the  interpretation  of  this  Constitution  or  of  the  Constitution  of  a 
State  umess  the  public  interests  of  some  part  of  Her  Majesty's  dominions 
other  than  the  Commonwealth  or  a  State  are  involved." 

It  further  provided  that  the  Federal  Parliament  might  in  the  future 
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make  laws  limiting  the  matters  on  which  appeal  might  lie.  Excepting 
cases,  therefore,  where  public  (and  more  than  Australian)  inter^ts  were 
involved 

(a)  The  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  was  abolished  in  all  constitu- 
tional cases,  and 

(6)  Power  was  given  to  the  Federal  Parliament  to  abolish  the 
appeal  in  any  other  class  of  case. 

(2.) 

Mr.  Chamberlain  introduced  the  Imperial  version  of  the  Common- 
wealth Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  May  14th.  With  reference 
to  the  Clause  74  controversy  he  said  in  effect : — 

(a)  The  considered  opinion  of  Australia  could  hardly  be  resisted  on 
any  point — provided  it  be  final  and  irrevocable,  biU 

(b)  He  asserted  that  Australia  was  really  in  favour  of  the  appeal 
to  the  Privy  Council  being  retained. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  adduced  all  sorts  of  evidence  to  show  this,  and 
announced  that  by  his  Bill  the  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  was 
retained  in  all  ca«es.  He  further  said  that,  pending  a  final  scheme  for 
the  setting  up  of  a  new  Imperial  Court  of  Appeal,  the  Government 
proposed  to  appoint  for  seven  years  four  additional  judicial  memberji 
of  the  Privy  Council  (to  represent  Canada,  Australia,  South  Africa 
and  India),  these  to  be  paid  salaries,  and  created  life  peers.  (This 
proposal  has  since  been  definitely  dropped).  It  may  be  said  that  the 
Austmlian  objection  to  the  Privy  Council  arose  from  a  want  of  respect 
for  its  present  form  as  a  final  tribunal  of  the  Empire,  coupled  with  the 
idea  that  those  who  are  competent  to  frame  a  Constitution  are  also 
competent  to  interpret  it.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
an  outside  tribunal  to  settle  disputed  Constitutional  points  has  proved 
exceedingly  useful  in  practice  in  the  case  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada, 
and  that  the  right  to  appeal  on  constitutional  ground  constituted  one  of 
the  strongest  "  links  of  Empire." 

(3.) 

On  May  21st  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  moving  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill,  announced  with  a  great  flourish  of  trumpets  that  he  had  come 
to  a  "  compromise  "  on  the  point  in  controversy.  The  compromise  was 
with  the  four  delegates  (the  Queensland  delegate  not  assenting  to  the 
agreement)  who  to  this  extent  agreed  to  depart  from  their  request  that 
the  Bill,  the  whole  Bill,  and  nothing  but  the  Bill  should  be  passed  by 
the  Imperial  Parliament.  The  form  agreed  upon  for  Clause  74  was  a«i 
follows : — 

Appeal  to  the  Queen  in  Council. — No  question  howsoever  arising  as  to 
the  limits  inter  se  of  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  commonwealth  and 
those  of  any  State  or  States,  or  as  to  the  limits  inter  se  of  the  constitutional 
powers  of  any  two  or  more  States,  shall  be  capable  of  final  decision  except  by 
the  High  Court,  and  no  appeal  shall  be  permitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council 
from  any  decision  of  the  High  Court  on  any  such  question  unless  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  Executive  Government  of  the  Gk)vemraent8  concerned,  to  be 
signified  in  writing  by  the  Grovernor-G^eneral  in  the  case  of  the  common- 
wealth and  by  the  Grovernor  in  the  case  of  any  State. 
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Except  as  provided  in  this  section  this  Constitution  shall  not  impair  any 
right  which  the  Queen  may  be  pleased  to  exercise  by  virtue  of  her  Royal 
prerogative  to  grant  special  leave  of  appeal  to  her  Majesty  in  Council. 
Parliament  may  make  laws  limiting  matters  in  which  such  leaves  may  be 
asked  provided  that  any  proposed  laws  containing  any  such  limitation  shall 
be  reserved  by  the  Govemor-Greneral  for  her  Majesty's  pleasure." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  it  is  here  provided  that  no  Constitutional 
points  could  go  to  the  Privy  Council,  unless  with  the  consent  of  the 
Executive  Government  of  the  States  involved  in  the  constitutional 
point  The  second  paragraph  meant  this — that  if  the  Federal  Parlia- 
ment further  restricted  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council,  the 
Queen's  consent  should  not  be  assumed  as  a  matter  of  course.  It  is 
always  open  to  the  Queen  (i.e.,  the  English  Cabinet  in  this  country)  to 
refuse  to  assent  to  a  Colonial  Act,  but  such  refusal  is  unusual,  and  has  in 
practice  to  be  justified  on  definite  grounds.  The  clause  in  this  form 
practically  tells  the  Australians  that  they  will  have  no  constitu- 
tional grievance  if  the  Queen  refuses  to  assent  to  any  Act  of  theirs 
which  further  disestablishes  the  Privy  Council.  The  Bill  was  read  a 
second  time  without  a  division. 


Mr.  Chamberlain,  however,  found  that  though  he  had  arranged 
matters  with  the  Australian  delegates,  he  had  failed  to  satisfy 
Australian  public  opinion.  There  was  a  general  consensus  of  opinion 
that  the  "Compromise"  Clause  was  unworkable — ^for  by  it  (say)  the  New 
South  Wales  Cabinet  might  have  had  to  decide  whether  a  private 
Utigant  should  or  should  not  appeal  to  the  Privy  Council.  To  mix 
up  executive  with  judicial  functions  in  this  way  was  felt  to  be  most 
unwise,  with  the  result  that  when  the  Bill  came  to  be  considered  in 
Committee  (on  June  18th)  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  to  announce  this 
second  edition  of  the  Compromise  Clause  : — 

"  No  appeal  shall  be  permitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  from  a  decision 
of  the  High  Court  upon  any  question  howsoever  arising  as  to  the  limits  inter 
»t  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  Commonwealth  and  those  of  any  State 
or  States  or  as  to  the  limits  inter  se  of  the  Constitutional  powers  of  any  two 
or  more  States,  unless  the  High  Court  shall  certify  that  the  question  is  one 
which  ought  to  be  determined  by  Her  Majesty  in  Council. 

*'  The  High  Court  may  so  certify  if  satisfied  that  for  any  special  reason 
the  certificate  should  be  granted,  and  thereupon  an  appeal  shall  lie  to  Her 
Majesty  in  Council  on  the  question  without  further  leave. 

[The  question  as  to  limitation  of  the  appeals  remains  as  in  the 
original  "  Compromise  "  Clause.]    The  discussion  was  adjourned  until 


response  being  favourable,  the  Bill  was  passed  in  this  form,  and  finally 
read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  June  25th.  Two 
important  objections  can  still  be  urged  to  the  Clause  as  it  now  stands  : — 

(a)  It  does  not  exclude  from  the  final  decision  of  the  Australian 
Federal  High  Court  those  cases  in  which  non- Australian  public  rights 
are  involved.    It  is  quite  possible  that  a  case  involving  a  New  Zealand 


(4-) 


opinion  expressing  itself,  and  the 
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interest  would  come  to  be  finally  decided  by  an  Australian  Court 
This  was  not  so  in  the  Bill  as  originally  submitted  by  Australia. 

(6)  The  Federal  High  Court  and  Privy  Council  may  give  conflicting 
decisions  on  the  same  point,  since  an  appellant  can  go  from  the  State 
Court  either  to  the  Federal  High  Court  or  the  Privy  Council.  There 
is  thus  the  possibility  of  conflict,  unless  the  Federal  High  Court 
consents  to  be  bound  by  the  decisions  of  the  Privy  Council.  3Ir. 
Chamberlain  and  Sir  R.  B.  Finlay  think  that  it  will;  Mr.  Haldane 
and  Mr.  Bryce  have  grave  doubts  on  the  point — doubts  in  which  they 
are  supported  by  the  Lord  Chief  J  ustice  and  Lord  Davey. 

As  to  whether  this  legal  controversy  ought  ever  to  have  been 
allowed  to  arise  is  another  matter.  Mr.  Asquith,  on  the  Second  Read- 
ing debate  on  May  21st,  said  : — 

I  do  not  wish  to  use  language  of  recrimination,  and  I  have  not,  I  think, 
indulged  in  it ;  but  I  think  we  must  all  regret — and  perhaps  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  more  than  any  of  us — that  at  the  time  when  negotiations  were 
going  on,  when  proposals  were  submitted  to  the  various  Australian  Legis- 
latures, discussed,  and  put  to  the  referetuinm — I  am  sure  we  must  all  regret 
that  some  attention  was  not  paid  to  this  particular  point  and  that  what  I  am 
certain  would  have  been  a  friendly  and  fruitful  interchange  of  opinions, 
thereby  avoiding  misunderstandings,  did  not  take  place.  I  can  quite  under- 
stand, and  I  ^ive  the  right  hon.  gentleman  full  credit  for  it,  that  he  might 
have  been  indisposed  to  obtrude  the  Imperial  factor  into  a  purely  domestic 
discussion,  and  that  he  may  perhaps  have  been  over-scrupulous  in  abstaining 
from  anything  even  in  the  way  of  suggestion  which  might  seem  to  bias  the 
opinion  of  the  Australian  people  or  the  Conventions." 

A  little  "  intelligent  anticipation  "  would  have  saved  a  great  deal  of 
trouble. 


Mr.  John  Morley  made  an  important  speech 
Mr.  John  Morley  at  the  annual  dinner  (on  June  9th)  of  the 
AT  THE  Palmerston  Club,  of  which  he  is  now  the  Preai- 

Palmerston  Club.    dent.  Dealing  with  various  forms  of  militarism, 
Mr.  Morley  said  : — 

When  I  am  told  that  the  nation  ought  to  be  willing  to  face  conscription 
in  order  to  promote  the  predominance  of  empire — not  the  existence,  not  the 
security,  but  the  predominance  of  empire — when  I  read  language  of  that 
kind  from  men  of  character,  of  authority,  and  responsibility,  I  confess  I 
cannot  see  what  kind  of  difference  there  is  between  Liberal  Imperialism  and 
Liberal  militarism.  I  do  not  mean  the  militarism  of  our  soldiers.  It  would  be 
very  unfair  and  very  ungracious  at  the  present  time  to  refer  to  the  militarism  of 
our  soldiers  in  any  disparaging  or  detracting  sense.  I  have  the  honour  and 
pleasiue  of  knowing  some  soldiers,  and  I  know  no  men  so  little  apt  as 
soldiers  are  to  sing  to  the  glory  of  war.  No  ;  it  is  not  the  militarism  of 
soldiers  to  which  some  of  us,  at  all  events,  object.  It  is  to  political  militansm 
and  Imperial  militarism.  What  a  conjunction  of  words — Liberal  militarism ! 
There  is  one  other  conjunction  more  entirely  out  of  season,  more  extraordi- 
nary still,  and  that  is  clerical  militarism.  There  is  a  great  deal  in  the 
circumstances  of  the  last  eight  or  ten  months  which  is  perplexing  and 
conflicting,  but  I  declare  nothing  to  my  mind  is  so  perplexmg,  nothmg  is 
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SO  conflicting  as  clerical  militarism — the  glorification  of  war  by  men  whose 
profession  is  peace,  the  glorification  of  all  the  advantages  that  come  from 
the  moral  discipline  of  war  from  the  lips  of  men  who  have  no  intention  of 
undertaking  any  of  that  moral  discipline.  I  believe  that,  amongst  the  many 
symptoms  of  a  retrograde  humour  in  our  community,  pulpit  militarism  is  the 
very  worst." 

Coining  to  the  question  of  South  Africa,  Mr.  Morley  said  : — 

^*  Now  the  curtain  is  slowly  falling  upon  the  first  act  of  the  South  African 
drama — the  first  act,  I  mean,  of  the  present  drama,  for  it  is  a  trilogy  or 
more  than  a  trilogy  of  drama.  On  September  29th  a  Cabinet  Minister  said 
that  '  there  is  not  a  single  member  of  the  Government  who  would  not  regard 
it  as  an  unmitigated  misfortune  if  we  were  obliged  to  take  over  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  into  our  own  hands.'  That  unmitigated  misfortune 
has  befallen  us.  We  rejoice,  we  are  bound  to  rejoice,  in  the  triumphs  of  our 
arms — as  showing  the  skill  of  a  great  commander  and  the  fortitude, 
endurance,  and  bravery  of  our  countrymen.  I  for  one  will  never  pretend 
that  I  do  not  rejoice  in  these  triumphs.  Why  ?  Partly  as  indicating  the 
triumph  of  the  resources  of  this  Empire,  but  partly  also  because  the  sooner 
we  come  to  an  end  of  military  operations  which  could  only  from  the  first,  it 
was  quite  evident,  have  one  end,  the  better  for  everybody  concerned,  in- 
cluding the  Boers.  Now,  the  very  first  occasion  on  which  I  addressed  any 
remarks  to  the  public  or  to  my  own  constituents  upon  the  approaching  war 
was  in  the  beginning  of  September,  and  I  urged  the  South  African  Republic 
to  make  frank  concessions.  I  pointed  out  that  in  case  of  war  their 
military  defeat  was  certain,  and  that  war  must  mean — the  Gk)vemment  being 
what  it  is —the  extinction  of  their  independence.  The  policy  of  Parliamentary 
reform  was  the  only  policy  which  at  that  moment,  the  Government  being 
what  it  was,  was  compatible  with  the  continuance  of  self-government  in  the 
Transvaal.  What  I  said  to  this  country  was  :  '  You  will  win  your  battle. 
You  will  have  to  take  the  government  into  your  own  hands,  and  depend 
upon  it  you  will  make  a  Crown  colony  of  the  Transvaal.'  That  was  in 
September.  I  am  not  justifying  those  things.  A  man  does  not  justify  the 
consequences  of  things  which  he  deprecates.  But  it  required  no  pre- 
ternatural sagacity.  Anybody  who  listened  to  or  read  Lord  Salisbury's 
speech  in  July  of  last  year  knew  that  the  Grovemment  had  had  in  their 
minds  that  if  war  once  broke  out  the  Convention  of  1884  and  all  the  Con- 
ventions would  disappear,  and  that  the  independence  of  these  two 
Republics  would  undoubtedly  be  extingiushed  oy  the  British  Grovem- 
ment. I  have  always  regarded  the  war  and  those  annexations  that 
we  are  now  witnessing — as  to  the  war  I  shall  say  something  in  a  moment — 
with  all  their  wrongs,  burdens,  and  mischiefs,  as  one  transaction,  and 
that  was  one  reason  why  I  protested  against  the  war  being  entered  upon, 
because  it  would  lead  to  the  *  unmitigated  misfortune '  we  now  see.  Since 
that  time  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  pressureput  upon  me  to  make  speeches. 
Mr.  Cobden  said  after  the  Crimean  war  : — *  Tne  next  time  this  country  goes 
into  a  war,  after  the  first  gunshot  has  been  fired  I  will  not  lift  up  my  voice 
and  say  a  word  against  it.  You  might  just  as  well  talk  to  two  rabid  dogs 
flighting  in  the  street.'  I  have  regarded  speechmaking  to  the  country  in 
such  a  temper  as  our  country  has  exhibited  as  a  waste  of  time  and  energy. 
It  is  impossible  to  aigue  the  present  situation  as  if  the  war  had  not  taken 
place.  You  have  kindled  and  rekindled  racial  passion.  You  began  by 
saying  that  these  two  races  had  to  live  together,  and  what  you  have  done  is 
to  fan  the  fires  of  hatred  between  neighbour  and  neighbour  to  a  point  of 
intensity  that  has  not  been  known  in  this  century  in  South  Africa.  You 
have  dislocated  industry.    You  have  thrown  the  whole  machinery  of  govern- 
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ment  out  of  gear.  You  have  raised  masterful  and  tyrannical  and  conquering 
ideas  in  the  breasts  of  British  colonists.  We  cannot  treat  all  that  as  if  it 
were  non-existent.  You  have  extinguished  the  independence  of  the  Orange 
River  Free  State.  I  do  not  say  whether  we  ought  to  have  done  so  or  not. 
To  avoid  controversy  I  will  say  you  have  made  a  proclamation  which 
extinguishes  the  independence  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and  there  has  now 
been  conferred  upon  it  the  title  or  style  of  the  Orange  River  Colony.  I 
am  sure  it  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  country  that  it  has 
b^un  its  acquisition  of  the  territory  of  a  white  community  by 
blotting  out,  as  the  Russian  censor  blots  out  an  obnoxious  newspaper  luticle, 
the  sacred  word  *free.*  Yes,  gentlemen,  the  sacred  word  *free,'  which 
represented,  as  Englishmen  have  always  thought  until  to-day,  the  noblest 
aspirations  that  can  animate  the  breast  of  man.  ...  I,  for  my  part, 
have  always  refused  to  indicate  my  views  of  any  plan  and  settlement.  We 
don*t  know  enough.  The  wrong  being  done,  we  don't  know  enough.  On 
the  general  principles  of  settlement,  so  far  as  words  and  phrases  go,  nearly 
all  Englishmen  are  agreed.  All  will  really  depend  on  the  right  way  of  apply- 
ing your  principles,  and  to  find  the  right  way  I  submit  to  you  what  the 
country  needs  is  an  estimate  of  the  situation  as  it  exists  now,  or  will  exist  in 
a  few  weeks,  or  it  may  be  more,  formed  by  a  wise,  moderate,  patient  ad- 
ministrator actually  on  the  ground,  and  wholly  unconnected  with  all  the  pas- 
sion and  exasperation  which  preceded  and  continued  during  the  war.  I 
remember  twenty  years  ago,  when  there  was  a  previous  annexation  of  the 
Transvaal,  and  I  always  understood  from  competent  observers,  who  know 
the  ground  well,  that  things  might  have  gone  differently  if  there  had  not 
been  an  unfortunate  selection  m^e  in  the  person  of  the  administrator  of  the 
time.  Now  we  must  walk  cautiously,  and  I"  make  no  apology  for  walking 
cautiously.  It  is  a  diflicult  situation  that  the  Government  has  made  for  us, 
and  what  we  want  is  to  have  a  view  of  the  situation  as  it  appears  to  a  wise 
and  patient  administrator  on  the  ground.  But  all  will  depend— such  partial 
success  as  may  be  within  reach,  or  the  other  issue,  a  most  formidable 
disaster — all  will  depend,  not  upon  your  scheme  or  upon  the  scheme  that 
any  of  us  choose  to  cut  out,  but  upon  the  spirit  and  temper  in  which  the 
dealings  are  conducted,  and  the  only  thing  that  I  postulate  about  that  spirit 
and  temper  is  that  it  shall  be  as  remote  as  possible,  that  it  shall  be  as  much 
the  reverse  as  possible  from  the  spirit  and  the  tem|)er  which  have  prevailed 
in  the  government  of  South  Africa  for  the  last  twelve  months.  1  want  to 
say  no  word  that  will  give  offence  or  cause  irritation,  but  when  I  see  it  sug- 
gested that  the  present  High  Commissioner  should  go  to  the  Transvaal  and 
arrange  a  settlement,  that  will  be  the  last  link  in  the  chain  of  preposterous 
absurdity  and  folly." 

Mr.  Morley*8  speech,  curiously  enough,  was  interpreted  in  some 
quarters  to  mean  that  he  was  prepared  to  oppose  annexation,  thus 
differing  from  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman.  Mr.  Morley  accordingly 
wrote  to  the  Times  a  letter  which  appeared  on  June  1 2th  : — 

**The  distinction  that  you  draw  between  what  I  said  at  Oxford  about 
annexation  and  what  was  said  by  the  official  leader  of  the  Opnosition  has 
really  no  substance  whatever.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  is  no  difference  on 
this  head.  From  the  first  I  have  held  one  language,  even  when  some 
Liberals  were  using  very  loud  and  heroic  words  indeed  against  annexation. 
From  the  first  I  have  argued  that  the  original  franchise  policy  was  the  only 
policy  compatible  with  the  preservation  of  the  independence  of  the  Trans- 
vaal ;  and  that  war,  once  entered  upon,  whether  inevitably  or  not,  would 
inevitably  end  in  the  extinction  of  that  independence.  *  You  will,  of  course, 
win  your  battle,'  1  said  ;  *you  will  have  to  take  the  Government  of  the 
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Transvaal  into  your  own  hands ;  you  will  make  the  Transvaal  a  Ci'own 
colony,  and  that  will  be,  as  Mr.  Ritchie  has  told  you,  an  unmitigated  mis- 
fortune.' I  have  throughout  regarded  the  war  and  annexation  as  practically 
one  transaction.  That  chapter  is  virtuaUy  closed.  The  thing  is  done.  The 
«vil  blunder  is  consummate. 

*'  Every  rational  politician,  however  sanguine  he  may  be,  knows  that  the 
new  situation  is  one  of  intense  difficulty,  arising  not  merely  either  from 
administrative  perplexities  or  moral  objections — though  these  are  weighty 
enough — but  from  political  consequences  of  many  kinds  outside  the  two  areas 
directly  concerned.  We  may  make  the  best  of  the  new  situation  or  the 
worst.  We  shall  assuredly  make  the  worst,  and  the  very  worst,  of  it,  unless 
we  change,  and  change  completely,  the  temi>er,  the  spirit,  the  stiff-necked 
unwisdom  that  were  the  first  moving  cause  alike  of  the  war  and  of  its 
mischievous  and  dangerous  sequel." 

Mr.  Morley's  speech  has  been  reprinted  by  the  National  Reform 
Union.    It  can  be  obtained,  post  free  l^d.,  from  42,  Parliament-street. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
Bbitish   Trade,    imports  and  exports  for  May,   along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trskde  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 


May,  1900. 


Month  ending  May  3l8t. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900. 

1899. 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  y 
Colonial  Merchandise  j 

£ 

43,876,427 
24,715,930 

5,394,462 

£ 

40,876,828 
23,030,240 

5,746,796 

£ 

2,999,599 
1,685,690 

£ 

352,334 

Total  

73,986,819  ;  69,653,864 

iVe*  4,332,955 

Year's  Tbade  to  Date. 

For  the  five  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

May  3l6t.  1900. 

May  3l8t.  1899. 

£ 

213,586,094 
119,560,507 

27,979,137 

£ 

198,476,434 
104,541,827 

27,956,101 

£ 

15,109,660 
15,018,680 

23,036 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  > 
Colonial  Merchandise  J 

330,974,362 

30,151,376 
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The  subject  of  Liberal  Imperialism  is  one 
Liberal  that  is  not  a  little  productive  of  "cross-currents 

Imperialism.        — which  is  all  the  more  reason  why  it  shouUl 
be  discussed  clearly  and  collectedly  by  Liberals 
as  it  was  by  Mr.  Bryce,  at  Aberdeen,  on  J une  4th.    He  laid  it  down 
that  there  are  two  questions  to  be  examined : — 

(1)  On  what  principles  shall  we  defend,  administer,  and  develop  out 
trans-oceanic  dominions  f 

(2)  Shall  it  be  our  aim  to  extend  them  still  further  t 

Dealing  with  the  first  of  these  two  questions  Mr.  Bryce  said  : — 

"  To  justify  its  existence  the  British  Empire  must  be  based  on  principles 
that  will  promote  the  happiness  of  those  we  govern  and  will  not  injure  our 
own  chanicter  as  a  governing  nation.  What  are  those  principles  ?  The 
first  of  them  is  justice,  a  strict  adherence  to  legal  rights,  the  same  treatment 
of  weak  States  and  of  strong  ones,  no  bullying,  no  abuse  of  the  vast  power 
that  we  command.  The  next  is  hvmanity,  the  considerate  treatment  of 
subjects,  and  especially  of  native  races.  The  British  Grovemment  has  on  the 
whole,  behaved  well  to  the  native  and  semi-civilised  races  ;  but  our  colonist** 
are  sometimes  harsh  to  coloured  men,  and  need  to  be  kept  in  control,  and 
sometimes,  even  where  oppression  is  checked,  there  is  an  insolence  which 
wounds  the  feelings  of  the  subject  race.  Next  there  is  peac^,  the  avoidance 
of  war  except  where  war  is  the  only  possible  remedy  where  the  cause  is  just 
and  the  rights  are  clear  ;  and,  lastly,  there  is  respect  for  freedom.  Free  self- 
governing  institutions  cannot  be  always  given,  because  some  of  the  races  we 
rule  over  are  not  fit  for  them,  but  even  to  those  races  we  should  extend  equal 
private  civil  rights  and  wherever  we  find  civilised  men  capable  of  »elf- 
govemment,  self-government  should  be  granted.  Self-governing  institutions 
nave  proved  the  surest  means  of  attaching  the  colonies  to  the  Mother 
Country  and  of  avoiding  the  friction  which  might  arise  if  you  try  to  control 
them  from  a  distance.  You  cannot  permanently  hold  down  or  coerce 
communities  of  European  race.  It  is  not  superfluous  to  dwell  upon  these 
principles,  because  the  love  of  international  justice  and  freedom  is  perhaps 
not  quite  so  strong  in  Britain  now  as  it  was  forty  years  ago.  Our  wealth  Iuib 
grown,  and  with  it  our  material  strength,  and  though  we  may  enjoy  the 
wealth  and  exult  in  the  strength,  they  oring  temptations  with  them.  These 
principles,  however,  all  Liberals  must  surely  be  agreed  upon.  If  our 
Imperialism  is  to  be  truly  Liberal  it  must,  as  Lord  Rosebery  has  well  said, 
be  a  *  sane  and  unaggressive  Imperialism.'  " 

As  to  the  second  question — the  propriety  of  further  extension — Mr. 
Bryce  said : — 

Lord  Salisbury  some  years  ago  started  a  theory  that  the  British  Empire 
must  go  on  advancing  or  else  it  would  perish.  He  thinks  it  is  like  a  bicycle 
which  must  fall  when  it  comes  to  a  standstill.  It  is  an  a'iirkward  result  of 
this  doctrine  that  when  there  is  no  more  room  for  expansion,  and  a  time  must 
come,  perhaps  soon,  when  there  will  be  no  more  room,  the  Empire  will 
begin  to  dechne.  But  let  us  return  from  such  fanciful  theories  and 
look  at  the  matter  in  a  practical  spirit.  Every  annexation  costs  money,  and 
brimcs  in  its  train  fresh  responsibility.  Sometimes  the  territory  annexed  is 
worth  the  cost,  but  sometimes  it  is  not.  Besides,  we  must  distinguish 
between  two  kinds  of  acquisition.  Regions  in  temperate  climates  where  * 
European  race  can  live,  and  thrive,  and  work  ;  regions  to  which  our  super- 
fluous population  can  emigrate,  and  where  the  industry  of  civilised  men,  who 
need  comforts  and  even  luxuries,  creates  a  market  for  home  products — such 


Digitized  by 


July.  1900.) 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


28a 


regions  are  well  worth  having.  They  repay  t^e  expense  of  settling  them. 
Their  inhabitants  can  be  entrusted  with  self-govemiiient.  Upon  such 
colonies  we  can  look  with  the  utmost  pride  and  pleasure,  and,  although  we 
have  a  good  many,  we  would  gladly  have  more  if  we  could  acquire  them  by 
rightful  and  peaceful  means.  Such  possessions  are  Canada  and  Australia, 
New  Zealand,  and  such  a  possession  would  the  Argentine  territories  in  South 
.America  have  been  but  for  the  blundering — to  call  it  by  no  worse  name — of 
an  incapable  British  general  early  in  this  century.  Those  territories  were 
then  almost  unpeopled,  and  might  now  have  been  filled  by  an  industrious 
population,  mainly  of  our  own  race.  But  the  case  of  tropical  regions  is  quite 
different — regions  where  the  climate  forbids  men  of  British  stock  to  bring  up 
children  or  work  in  the  open  air,  and  where  there  exists  a  population  of 
5»Tage  or  half-civilised  coloured  races.  We  own  a  great  deal  of  such 
territory.  Some  of  it  we  prize.  India  is  a  splendid  possession,  and  great 
as  are  the  responsibilities  it  imposes  upon  us,  and  though  it  suffers  from 
calamities  we  are  powerless  to  avert,  we  may  well  look  with  satisfaction 
upon  what  we  have  done  for  India.  Parts  of  our  African  dominions,  such 
as  Matabeleland  and  Mashonaland,  though  they  are  hot  and  peopled  by 
savages  are  elevated  enough  to  be  a  home  for  European  settlers. 
Other  parts  are  of  more  doubtful  value.  Few  of  us  will  live  to  see 
the  time  when  the  vast  sums  we  are  expending  on  Uganda,  for  instance, 
come  back  to  us  in  revenue  or  in  trade — though  I  admit,  as  one  of 
the  Cabinet  which  was  responsible  for  the  final  decision  to  retain  Uganda, 
that  it  had  become,  as  things  stood,  practically  impossible  to  renounce  it. 
Besides,  Uganda  is,  after  all,  a  rich  country.  But  the  Soudan,  west  and  south 
of  Khartoum,  which  we  have  recently  acquired  nominally  for  Egypt,  is  neither 
rich  nor  healthy.  It  is  an  arid  desert  with  here  and  there  strips  along  the 
river  banks  which  are  fertile  indeed,  but  desolated  by  fevers.  What  profit 
can  be  expected  from  such  a  country  commensurate  with  the  responsibilities, 
it  involves  ?  The  same  may  be  said  of  most  of  the  African  acquisitions  of 
France,  perhaps,  also  of  the  African  territories  of  Grermany.  Fortunately 
there  now  remains  not  much  more  territory  in  the  world  for  any  European 
nation  to  annex.  Morocco  is  almost  the  only  country  left  over  which  grave 
troubles  between  European  Powers  may  arise." 

Here  is  the  moral  which  these  considerations  suggest,  especially  for 
Liberals : — 

*^Let  us  do  our  utmost,  by  a  wise  and  conciliatory  policy,  to  attach  to 
ourselves  the  self-governing  colonies  and  all  our  dominions  in  temperate 
lands.  They  are  the  chief  glory  of  the  Empire.  They  demand  least  from 
us,  and  return  most  to  us  in  attachment,  in  commercial  intercourse,  in 
strength  for  mutual  defence.  As  for  our  tropical  dominions,  protect  and 
govern  as  well  as  you  can  those  you  have  got,  but  do  not  go  Hunting  for 
more.  Some  we  may  possibly  be  forced  to  take,  but  the  less  of  these  the 
better,  for  each  must  add  to  a  burden  already  sufficiently  heavy.  We  have 
created,  and  shall  be  compelled  to  maintain,  an  enormous  Navy.  Our 
scattered  possessions,  our  sea  trade,  our  dependence  for  food  supplies  on 
other  countries,  make  this  essential.  But  we  do  not  desire  to  become  a  great 
military  Power  like  the  armed  nations  of  the  Continent.  One  of  the  reasons 
why  we  may  rejoice  at  the  impulse  which  Volunteering  has  recently  received 
is  that  if  it  continues  it  will  silence  any  cry  for  conscription  and  avert  any 
large  and  consequently  permanent  additions  to  the  standing  Army.  But  an 
Imperialism  which  is  neither  sane  nor  unaggressive  must  mean  immense 
additions  to  the  standing  Army,  because  it  will  mean  the  jealousy  and 
the  hatred  of  foreign  Powers.  Is  there,  then,  any  real  difference  of 
opinion  upon   those  points  among  Liberals?    Do  we  not    all  wish  to- 
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draw  closer  our  ties  with  the  Colonies  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  avoid 
a  reckless  increase  of  the  burden  of  tlie  taxpayer  on  the  other  i 
Would  not  nine  out  of  every  ten  Liberals  accept  the  principles  already 
stated  as  forming  the  basis  of  a  rational  and  practical  Imperialism  con- 
forming to  the  traditions  of  the  Liberal  party  ?  *  Why  then,*  you  may 
say,  *  are  there  supposed  to  be  divisions  in  the  party,  and  why  do  we  hear 
Liberals  speaking  with  different  voices  ? '  Is  not  the  reason  this  ?  Some 
among  us  have  been  so  much  stung  by  the  taunts — the  groundless  taunts — 
of  our  opponents  as  to  go  further  than  was  needful  in  using  language  that 
may  seem  defiant,  and  in  professing  ourselves  somewhat  too  eager  to  accept 
new  responsibilities.  Others  have  been  so  disgusted  by  the  arrogant  and 
aggressive  tone  of  that  section  of  our  opponents  whom  we  call  Jingoes — and 
who  have  certainly  been  rampant  of  late  years — as  to  have  forgotten  to 
emphasise  their  appreciation  of  the  great  part  Britain  has  to  play  in  the 
world,  and  their  resolve  that  she  shall  uphold  that  part  worthily.  Thus 
some  misunderstanding  has  arisen.  That  the  misunderstanding  is  over 
words  rather  than  things  appears  from  the  fact  that,  though  there  have 
always  been  representatives  of  both  tendencies  within  the  Liberal  party. 
Liberal  Ministries  have,  from  1832  to  1895,  been  able  to  deal  with  these 
questions  without  any  permanent  split." 


rp     J  -p  Mr.  Bryce  went  on   to  point   out  how 

IHE  luiBERAL  ^ARTY  y^^^^       ^Yie  charge,  constantly  advanced 

T  against   the  Liberal  party,  that  it  neglects 

Imperial  Interests,  imperial  interests :- 

How  baseless  is  the  charge  against  the  Liberal  party  of  having  neglected 
our  Imperial  interests  you  know  as  well  as  I  do.  That  charge  dates  from 
1876,  and  was  founded  on  the  attitude  which  Liberals  took  up  when  Lord 
Beaconsfield  wished  to  draw  the  country  into  war  for  the  Turks.  Mr. 
Gladstone  resisted,  and  was  violently  denounced.  Every  one  now  admits 
that  Mr.  Gladstone  was  right.  The  Empire  has  enormously  expanded  under 
Liberal  Governments.  Its  interests  have  been  as  well  protected,  it  rights  at 
least  as  suflSciently  vindicated,  as  under  Tory  Governments.  It  was  by 
Liberal  Ministers  that  those  self-governing  Constitutions  were  given  to  the 
Colonies  which  have  made  the  Colonies  not  only  loyal,  but  forward  and  eager 
to  help  the  Mother  Country.  If  Liberals  have  been  able  to  deal  with  these 
questions  in  the  past,  why  not  in  the  future  ?  These  questions  are  not 
really  more  acute  now  than  they  have  been  during  the  last  forty  years ; 
indeed,  they  are  in  one  sense  less  urgent,  because  the  respective  limits  of  the 
influence  of  the  great  European  Powers  are  now  better  defined.  There  is  no 
more  reason  now  than  heretofore  why  the  Liberal  party  should  let  itself 
be  vexed  and  worried  and  see  its  usefulness  reduced  by  fancying  itself 
divided  over  them.  Take  the  case  of  China,  for  instance,  whose 
future  raises  (questions  of  far  more  material  and  commercial  importance 
than  those  which  have  arisen  in  South  Africa.  There  has  been  no  sign 
of  division  among  Liberals  with  regard  to  the  policy  we  ought  to  pursue 
in  China.  Tlie  truth  is  that  within  the  Liberal  party  there  are  very 
few  Jingoes  —  just  as  few  of  us  would  fail  to  assert  the  power  and 
duty  of  Britain  to  maintain  her  rights  everywhere.  Those  of  us  who 
are  most  anxious  that  we  should  be  free  from  the  stain  of  injustice  or 
aggression  will,  I  trust,  never  want  the  courage  to  draw  the  sword  in  a  cause 
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of  whose  rightfulness  we  are  convinced.  No  less  da  I  trust  that  the  day  will 
never  come  when  Liberals  will  cease  to  love  justice.  The  desire  that  one's 
country  should  do  right  is  the  foundation  of  patriotism  as  well  as  of  other 
public  virtues.  When  I  think  of  the  past  career  of  the  Liberal  party  I  cannot 
out  think  of  the  great  leader  (Mr,  Gladstone),  whose  departure  from  this 
world  we  mourned  two  years  ago,  and  whose  memory  is  ever  fresh  in  our 
hearts,  and  I  can  wish  nothing  better  for  the  Liberal  party  than  that  it  should 
continue  to  be  animated  by  his  spirit,  that  it  should  remember  his  desire  to 
keep  down  the  burdens  that  press  upon  the  people,  should  be  guided  by  his 
fiense  of  justice  and  tenderness  for  the  weak,  should  be  fired  by  his  splendid 
imagination,  should  be  inspired  by  his  noble  wish  to  make  the  power  of 
Britain  an  instrument  for  good  over  the  whole  earth." 


Sir  John   Gorst's  annual   statements  on 
Sir  John  Gorst  on  Education  are  always  interesting,  not  because 
Education.        he  states  what  tlie  Government  has  done  or 
proposes  to  do,  but  because  he  always  indicates 
a  good  many  things  that  might,  with  advantage,  be  done.    He  is  the 
signpost,  who  points  the  way  without  treading  in  it.    Let  us  set  out 
some  of  his  propositions,  gleaned  from  his  speech  on  June  14th  : — 

(1)  The  success  of  the  Mock  grant  system  will  entirely  depend  upon 
the  use  nuide  of  it, — Managers  are  warned  that  they  must  co-operate 
actively  and  intelligently  with  H.M.  Inspectors. 

(2)  Something  muM  be  done  to  improve  tlie  supply  of  teachers, — To 
do  tins  the  pupil  teachers*  system  needs  amendment. 

(3)  The  want  of  training  college  accommodation  must  be  remedied : — 
One  would  think  that  in  these  circumstances  the  Grovernment  had  better 

leave  the  matter  free  and  had  better  leave  students  to  adopt  which  ever  kind 
of  training  they  themselves  or  their  friends  or  parents  think  best.  But  for 
some  reason  or  other  the  State  now  pays  and  has  always  paid  more  for  a 
teacher  being  trained  in  a  residential  college  than  in  a  day  training  college, 
and  as  it  is  the  day  training  college  which  is  most  easily  expanded,  and  which 
can  be  most  easily  made  to  accommodate  more  students,  I  think  a  very  easy 
reform  would  be  to  even  the  thing  all  round — that  the  State  should  give  the 
suae  sum  for  the  training  of  a  teacher  and  leave  it  to  the  young  teacher  and 
his  friends  to  decide  in  what  particular  establishment  he  should  prepare 
himself.  The  real  fact  is  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  Queen's  scholarship. 
It  is  not  a  scholarship  in  the  sense  in  which  a  county,  or  college,  or 
University  scholarship  is  a  scholarship.  It  is  an  undertaking  on  the  part  of 
the  State  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the  institution  in  which  the  young  })er8on 
is  trained,  and  I  beheve  that,  if  an  arrangement  were  made  by  which  the 
whole  thing  was  levelled  all  round,  you  might  establish  two  classes  of  scholar- 
ship. It  is  not  so  much  to  the  interest  of  the  State  to  train  a  young  person 
who  has  taken  only  a  second  class  as  one  who  has  taken  a  first  class.  It  is 
just  md  right  that  the  first  class  should  have  the  larger  scholarship,  and  if 
the  second  class  students  choose  to  go  on  in  the  profession  their  friends 
«hocdd  find  something  towards  their  maintenance  and  training.  Anyhow,  I 
*m  quite  certain  that  the  only  way  in  which  you  can  make  a  large  and 
immediate  extension  of  training  college  accommodation  is  by  putting  the  day 
tnining  students  on  the  same  footing  as  the  residential  students  and  so 
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inviting  the  University  Colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  and  other  instita 
tions  for  the  education  of  young  people  to  extend  their  day  training  college 
accommodation  and  so  increase  the  number  of  places." 

(4)  Hiere  mtiat  be  greater  elasticity  in  the  curriculum  of  the  college* 
themselves, — Something  is  wrong  with  the  system  when  the  head- 
mistress of  a  large  infant  school  tells  her  class  that  another  name  fw 
the  rabbit  is  the  hare  ! 

(5)  Children  are  sent  to  school  too  young. — The  infants'  schools  arp 
only  "  storage  places  for  babies  "  : — 

*^If  the  State  chooses  to  establish  nurseries  of  this  kind  they  should 
make  them  nurseries,  and  they  should  assimilate  the  teachers  of  the  youngest 
children,  at  all  events,  to  nurses.  When  an  inspector  talks  about  *  the  lower 
babies'  mental  arithmetic  leaves  much  to  be  desired,'  I  should  certainly  like 
to  punish  severely  any  teacher  who  can  be  proved  to  have  tried  to  teach 
mental  arithmetic  to  babies." 

Six  should  be  the  minimum  school  age  and  from  six  to  eight  the  system 
of  teaching  used  should  be  the  kindergarten. 

(6)  Children  ought  to  he  sent  to  school  in  a  Jit  state  : — 

'*I  am  Quite  willing  to  agree  that  children  should  be  fed  by  charitable 
agencies  if  tney  can  be,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  if  you  compel  clnldren  to  go 
to  school  and  compel  them  to  receive  instruction,  then  you  have  the  obligation 
thrown  upon  you  to  make  some  provision  by  which  those  children  shall 
be  sent  to  school  in  a  fit  state.  This  is  not  a  private  duty  thrown  on 
the  parent,  it  is  a  public  duty  which  the  State  has  a  right  to  insist  on  being 
fulfilled  ;  and,  if  proper  laws  are  made  and  a  proper  administration  of  the 
law  carried  into  effect,  I  believe  the  cases  in  which  children  would  be  sent 
to  school  unfed  and  unfitted  to  receive  instruction  would  be  extremely  rare. 
One  or  two  examples  made  of  negligent  parents  would  prevent  the  recurrence 
of  the  offence.  It  is  not  the  poor  parent — it  is  very  seldom  extreme  poverty 
which  causes  the  trouble  as  to  underfed  children.  It  is  generally  idleness, 
or  drunkenness,  or  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  parents  which  is  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mischief,  or  it  is  greediness  for  the  small  earnings  of  the 
children.  It  is  not,  I  say,  the  poor,  but  the  n^ligent  parent,  who  is 
the  real  offender.  I  believe  that  posterity  will  view  with  surprise  and 
and  wonder  the  state  of  afiairs  in  this  matter,  and  will  marvel  how  this 
generation  was  so  stupid  as  to  tolerate  it." 

(7)  Our  official  statistics  are  vitiated  by  the  fact  that  u?e  include  in 
the  average  aUendance  children  between  three  and  Jive. 

(8)  Much  remains  to  be  done  to  secure  a  better  average  attendance. 

(9)  There  is  great  rued  of  a  better  staff  of  inspectors : — 

To  perform  duties  of  that  kind  we  ought  to  have  a  most  excellent  staff 
of  inspectors.  The  present  staff  was  organised  under  a  different  system  in 
the  days  of  payment  by  results,  and  consisted  of  inspectors  and  of  sub- 
inspectors,  who  did  the  rough  work  of  individual  examination,  and  saved  the 
inspectors  a  certain  amount  of  routine.  Now  all  inspectors  have  the  same 
functions,  and  might  be  divided  into  seniors  and  juniors.  An  inspector 
ought  to  be  a  man  of  very  Hberal  education,  to  have  his  mind  and  faculties 
very  well  developed,  and  to  have  a  suitable  knowledge  of  the  lustoiyof 
education,  not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  other  countries  ;  and  he  ought  to 
have  some  experience  himself  of  teaching.  But,  above  all,  you  want  an 
inspector  of  character — ^an  inspector  who  has  sufficient  independence  to  daie 
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to  tell  the  truth,  because  all  central  authorities  like  to  reward  people  who 
prophesy  smooth  things.  Since  the  time  of  the  prophet  who  announced  to 
Ahab  impending  death,  disagreeable  truths  have  always  been  punished  with 
affliction  rather  than  welcomed  with  reward.  Inspectors  should  be  appointed  for 
life.  ...  As  to  women  inspectors,  if  the  committee  will  recollect  how  large 
a  proportion  of  the  children  in  the  schools  consists  of  infants  and  girls  they 
will  see  that  women  inspectors  are  a  very  desirable  addition  to  our  staff.  An 
experiment  was  made  in  the  appointment  of  some  a  few  years  ago,  and  that 
experiment  has  been  very  successful.  At  present  they  are  all  of  the  lowest 
rank — the  second  class  of  the  sub-inspectors  ;  but  even  for  such  positions 
there  are  now  upon  the  books  of  the  Education  Department  a  very  large 
number  of  applications  from  very  highly  trained  women,  who  have  taken 
high  d^rees  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  who  have  had  teaching  experience, 
and  who  have  an  enormous  amount  of  zeal  for  and  desire  to  promote  the 
interests  of  education.  That  will  show  the  committee  that,  as  far  as  in- 
spectors are  concerned,  men  and  women,  we  have  ample  material  on  which 
to  draw  for  the  very  best  kind  of  insp^ectors  ;  and  that  now  that  the  Depart- 
ment will  have  to  depend  so  much  upon  its  inspectors  for  the  efficiency  of  its 
schools  there  is  no  danger  of  the  system  breaking  down." 

Mr.  William  Jones  well  said  that  Sir  John  Gorst  "had  been  dictating 
a  letter  to  posterity  in  the  vague  hope  that  the  letter  would  one  day 
reach  its  destination." 


Mr.  Chamberlain  is  a  genius  at  beating  his 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  own  record  in  misstatements.    But  he  did  that 
Misstatements.      easily  in  his  speech  on  June  29th,  when  he 
was  the  guest  of  the  National  Union  of  Con- 
servative and  Constitutional  Associations  at  the  Hotel  Metropole. 
There  is  nothing  for  it  but  parallel  columns — Mr.  Chamberlain's  mis- 
statement being  on  the  left,  and  our  comments  on  the  right : — 


(1-) 


"We  were  brought  together,  as 
you  have  said,  by  a  common  danger. 
How  great  that  danger  was  we  are 
only  perhaps  just  now  beginning  to 
appreciate,  when  we  reflect  what  our 
situation  would  have  been  to-day  if 
we  had  had  a  Parliament  in  DubUn, 
(o-ordiiuUe  with  our  otnt,  manned  by 
the  enemies  of  England." 


By  both  the  Home  Rule  Bills  the 
Iiish  Parliament  was  not  co-ordhhaie 
but  siibordiiuiU,  More,  such  a  Parlia- 
ment would  have  had  no  Imperial 
powers  of  any  kind* 


"  I  think  that  he  {Lord  Lansdotme) 
can  be  satisfied  to  contrast  his  re- 
^poDsibiUty  with  that  of  his  iipme- 
diate  predecessor  (Sir  H,  Camp 
hell  Bannerman),  who  reduced  the 
^rength  of  our  artillery  and  who 
diminished  our  store  of  ammunition 

n  order  to  make  a  satisfactory  Budget 

or  an  imperious  colleague." 


(2.) 


Untrue  both  with  regard  to  (a) 
artillery  and  (b)  cordite.  The  former 
was  reduced  however — by  Lord  Lans- 
downe's  predecessor,  the  Uruonist 
Mr.  Stanhope* 
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(3.) 


"The  prosperity  of  the  country 
during  the  last  five  years  has  been 
beyond  all  record.  Never  before 
was  labour  so  well  employed  or  so 
well  remunerated,  and  let  me  say,  in 
passing,  that  there  is  no  reform, 
revolutionary  or  otherwise,  which  is 
so  important  to  the  masses  of  the 
country  as  that  they  should  have  full 
employment  and  proper  remunera- 
tion. But  what  we  call  social  reform 
— the  great  work  with  which,  I  beg 
you  to  remember,  the  honourable 
traditions  of  the  Conservative  party 
have  been  invariably  associated  since 
the  time  of  Lord  Shaftesbury  and 
the  first  Factory  Acts  —  has  been 
vigorously  pursued.  The  spread  of 
education,  the  extension  of  local 
government,  the  promotion  of  a 
system  under  which  the  labourers 
in  the  country  have  been  enabled 
to  get  upon  the  land  by  allotments 
and  small  holdings,  the  assurance 
which  has  been  given  to  artisans  in 
the  cities,  and  now  to  the  agricultuitil 
population  also,  of  fair  compensation 
in  case  of  accident — these  and  a  score 
more  of  measures,  less  important 
perhaps  individually  but  certainly 
not  less  important  as  a  whole,  dealing 
with  mines  and  factories  and  the 
relations  between  employers  and  em- 
ployed, form  a  great  mass  of  practical 
constructive  legislation  which,  I 
think,  without  vanity  we  may  con- 
sider will  contrast  favourably  with 
the  revolutionary  projects  of  the 
Newcastle  programme,  thirty-eight 
of  which  were  promised  to  an  ex- 
pectant nation  and  not  a  single  one 
of  which  was  ever  fulfilled." 


It  should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain includes  in  the  record  of  the 
last  five  years  all  the  Unionist  l^is- 
lation  from  1886  to  1892. 


See  letter  (quoted  from  DaU^ 
News)  at  page  307. 


This  is  absolutely  false. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  has  uttered  this  misstatement  about  the  New- 
castle Programme  so  often  that  he  will  very  soon  get  to  believe 
that  it  is  really  true.  As  to  the  misstatement  about  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  Artillery,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  has  publicly 
drawn  attention  to  it  in  the  Press.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  reply  is  that, 
after  searching  the  official  records,  he  can  find  no  justification  for 
his  statement.  He  therefore  regrets  that  it  was  "  too  general 
in  its  terms  " — a  form  of  apology  which  only  increases  the  original 
offence. 
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On  June  7th  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
SiR  H.  Campbell-   man  made  an  important  speech  in  Glasgow 
Bantjermax  and  the  which  was  almost  entirely  devoted  to  the  South 
South  African      African  Question.     We  have  only  space  here 
Settlement.        to  quote  that  portion  in  which  Sir  Henry  dealt 
with  the  question  of  settlement : — 

I  would  plainly  say  that  most  men  who  have  looked  all  round  this, 
question  must  have  seen  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the  two  belligerent 
States — the  two  conquered  States — must  in  some  fonn  or  under  some  condi- 
tion become  States  of  the  British  Empire.  What  else,  after  all  that  has 
occurred,  could  have  been  expected  ?  I  doubt  if  there  are  many  men  among 
us — even  among  those  whose  sympathies  are  the  strongest  in  the  other 
direction — who  even  in  their  heart  of  hearts  believe  that  any  other  result 
could  follow.  Broadly,  the  view  I  take  is  this — we  must  deal  with  this 
question,  not  according  to  our  own  ideas,  our  own  desires  and  sympathies 
and  prepossessions,  we  must  deal  with  it  as  practical  men.  We  must  recog- 
nise accomplished  facts,  we  must  accept  the  inevitable  results  of  the  war,  we 
must  do  whatever  it  may  be  which  will  most  conduce  to  the  permanent 
tranquillity  and  security  of  South  Africa,  and  we  must  set  before  us  as  our 
chief  aim,  after  the  security  of  the  Imperial  power,  the  conciliation  and 
harmonious  co-operation  of  the  two  European  races  in  South  Africa.  Now, 
how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  Is  that  a  question  that  I  am  entitled  to  ask  any 
meeting  of  Liberals  ?  We  need  have  no  doubt  how  it  is  to  be  done — by 
applying  our  Liberal  principles,  the  Liberal  principles  from  which  the 
strength  of  the  Empire  has  been  derived  and  on  which  it  depeiuls.  Let  us 
apply  our  Liberal  principles,  and  whether  our  party  be  in  a  majority  or  in  a 
minority  I  think  that  it  is  well  in  our  power  to  secure  that  these  principles 
shall  )}e  applied.  Let  us  restore  as  early  as  possible  and  let  us  maintain 
those  rights  of  self-government,  which  give  not  only  life  and  vigour  but  con- 
tentment and  loyalty  to  every  colony  which  enjoys  them,  the  rights  of  self- 
government,  shall  I  say  by  way  of  parenthesis,  which,  I  for  my  part,  have 
thought  and  stiU  continue  to  think  would  work  effectively  for  cordial  con- 
ciliation between  communities  much  nearer  home.  Now,  I  know  that  there 
are  many  men  for  whom  I  have  the  highest  respect  and  with  whom  I  have 
much  sympathy,  whose  strong  desire  is  that  some  kind  of  national  independ- 
ence should  be  restored  to  those  States.  But  do  not  let  us  be  misled  by 
words.  I  have  said  *some  kind  of  independence.'  What  would  be  the 
value  to  either  State  or  burgher  of  the  sort  of  independence  that 
I  often  see  foreshadowed  ?  The  State  is  not  to  have  any  rela- 
tions whatever  with  foreign  powers,  the  State  is  to  be  prohibited 
from  either  acquiring  or  using  arms,  and  to  be  subjugated  to  the 
constant  supervision  and  interference  which  that  prohibition  would  entail  ; 
the  franchise  to  be  used  is  to  be  dictated  from  outside.  This  is  a  matter  of 
course,  because  it  is  about  the  franchise  that  we  have  gone  to  war.  The 
language  to  be  spoken  in  their  Parliament  is  to  be  proscribed  from  outside, 
the  languages  to  be  taught  in  their  schools  are  to  be  prescribed.  Why,  what 
is  left  of  the  reality  and  dignity  of  independence  ?  There  would  indeed  be 
left  the  name  and  the  sentiment — and  sentiment  is  never  a  thing  to  be 
despised — but  for  my  part  the  picture  does  not  attract  me  and  the  dangers 
and  the  difficulties  appal  me.  For  who  can  find  a  solid  and  enduring  settle- 
ment in  a  tissue  of  limitations,  which  while  they  endured  would  be  nothing 
but  a  standing  sign  and  symbol  of  subjugation,  and  which  imply,  and, 
indeed,  openly  represent,  a  chronic  relation  of  hostility  and  suspicion  and 
even  recrimination  between  the  State  and  its  great  neighbours  ?  But  when 
we  turn  to  the  other  alternative,  do  not  imagine  that  we  get  rid  of  diffi- 
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culties.  The  difficulties  are  hardly  less  formidable.  I  regretted  to  read 
some  iU- judged  words,  which  may  possibly  become  iU-omened  words,  let  iaU 
the  other  day  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  when  he  spoke  of  applying  to  these 
two  States  Cix)wn  Colony  Grovemment,  and  this  declaration  was  foUowed  up 
by  the  announcement  by  the  Prime  Minister  at  a  banquet  in  the  City  a  few 
days  afterwards  that  they  ought  to  be  deprived  of  every  shred  of  independent 
government.  And,  as  if  this  was  not  enough.  Lord  Salisbury,  in  order  U) 
emphasise  his  determination,  repeated  the  phrase  *  every  shr^  of  indepen- 
dence.' If  I  thought  that  that  was  the  spirit  of  the  policy  of  our  country  U» 
the  subjugated  States  I  would  hark  oack  to  some  truncated  kind  of 
independence,  abnormal  and  absurd  as  it  might  be,  and  take  with  all  itA 
risks  and  all  its  evils,  but  I  take  comfort  in  the  remembrance  that  Lord 
Salisbury  has  a  habit  of  throwing  about  his  phrases  somewhat  loosely,  and 
what  I  would  venture  with  the  greatest  respect  to  suggest  to  him  is  that  at  a 
critical  time  like  this  he  shoidd  remember  the  immense  importance  that 
attaches  to  the  least  of  his  words.  I  would  even  hope  that  all  he  meant  was 
that  they  should  have  no  particle  of  independence  in  the  way  of  the  leave  to 
enter  into  transactions  with  other  Powers,  external  independence  of  that  sort. 
But  if  that  was  what  he  meant,  was  it  worth  his  while  to  say  it,  and 
especially  to  emphasise  it,  when  it  is  the  common  proj)erty  of  everybody  who 
has  made  any  suggestion  for  the  future  at  all  ?  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if 
he  meant  that  the  citizens  of  the  two  States  were  to  be  deprived  of  all 
independence  in  their  own  internal  government,  then  I  do  not  hesitate  to 
say  that  the  conception  and  the  spirit  will  be  fatal  to  our  Empire  in  South 
Africa." 

As  we  point  out  elsewhere,  Mr.  John  Morley  a  little  later  (at  Oxford) 
expressed  his  general  agreement  with  the  line  of  policy  herein  laid 
down. 


The  private  members'  Bill  for  extending 
The  Compensation    the  Compensation  Act  to  agriculture  has  been 
Act  and  read  a  third  time  in  the  House  of  Commons, 

Agriculture.       and  has  now  gone  over  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  House  of  Lords.    The  following  is  the 
form  in  which  the  Bill  was  read  a  third  time  : — 

**  I. — (1)  From  and  after  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897,  shall  apply  to  the  employment  of  workmen  in 
agriculture  by  any  employer  who  habitually  employs  one  or  more  workmen 
in  such  employment. 

**  (2)  Where  any  such  employer  agrees  with  a  contractor  for  the  execution 
by  or  under  that  contractor  of  any  work  in  agriculture,  section  four  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  shall  apply  in  respect  of  any  workman 
employed  in  such  work  as  if  that  employer  were  an  undertaker  within  the 
meaning  of  that  Act. 

**  Provided  that  where  the  contractor  provides  and  uses  machinery  for 
the  purpose  of  threshing,  ploughing,  or  other  agricultural  work,  he,  and  he 
alone,  shall  be  liable  under  this  Act  to  pay  compensation  to  any  workman 
employed  by  him  on  such  work. 

**  (3)  Where  any  workman  is  employed  by  the  same  employer  mainly  in 
agricultural  but  partly  or  occasionally  in  other  work,  this  Act  shaU  apply 
also  to  the  employment  of  the  workman  in  such  other  work. 
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*'The  expression  *  agriculture  *  includes  horticulture,  forestry,  and  the 
use  of  land  for  any  purpose  of  husbandry,  inclusive  of  the  keeping  or  breeding 
of  live  stock,  poultry,  or  bees,  and  the  growth  of  fruit  and  vegetables. 

**2.  This  Act  may  be  cited  as  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1900, 
and  shall  be  read  as  one  with  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  and 
that  Act  and  this  Act  may  be  cited  together  as  the  Workmen's  Compensation 
Acts,  1897  and  1900. 

**3»  This  Act  shall  come  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  July  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  i^id  on^." 

[For  provisions  of  Bill  as  introduced,  see  Magazine  for  March,  at 
page  88].  It  wiU  be  noticed  that  the  Act  is  only  to  apply  to  the 
agricultural  employer  who  "  habitually  "  employs  one  or  more  workmen. 
Mr.  Strachey  (the  Liberal  Member  for  South  Somerset)  moved  (on 
June  10th)  to  omit  the  word  "habitually  "  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
on&dr  to  confine  the  benefits  of  the  Bill  to  the  bigger  farms,  and  that 
labourers  employed  (say)  for  the  hay  harvest  ought  to  be  protected. 
The  Government  refused  to  accept  the  amendment  which  was  lost  by 
205  to  120  (majority  85).  It  should  be  noted  that  this  all  refers  to 
occasional  employment,  as  distinct  from  casual  labour.  This  is  made 
clear  from  what  took  place  in  the  debate  : — 

Captain  Bbthell  asked  the  Attorney-General  whether  he  thought  the 
Courts  would  interpret  the  word  '  habitually '  so  as  to  bring  within  the 
tcope  of  the  Act  a  smaU  employer  who  employed  men,  say,  only  at  han-est 
times. 

''Sib  R.  B.  Finlay  said  he  did  not  think  so.  He  did  not  think  that 
occasional  employment  at  a  particular  time  of  year  would  constitute  habitual 
employment. 

'*  Captain  Bethell  :  Not  even  if  it  happened  every  year  ? 

**  Snt  R,  B.  Finlay  :  I  do  not  think  that  would  be  habitual  employment." 

Later  on  an  attempt  was  made  to  include  casual  labour.  As  to 
that  Mr.  Long  said  : — 

*'If  it  was  desirable  to  include  casual  labourers  in  agriculture,  ten  times 
more  desirable  must  it  be  to  include  those  in  other  industries,  who  were  far 
greater  in  number.  The  whole  question  of  compensating  casual  labourers 
was  involved,  and  that  was  too  large  to  be  discussed  at  that  hour." 

It  will  not  be  forgotten  that  these  Courts  have  decided  that  the  Com- 
pensation Act  does  not  include  the  casual  labourer.  So  that  now  in 
agriculture  we  shall  still  have  two  classes  of  labourers  not  compensated : — 
(1)  Those  working  for  an  employer  who  does  not  "  habitually  " 
employ. 

{2 J  Those  working  casually  for  any  employer. 


We  have  often  quoted  County  Court  judges 
A  J  UDGB  ON  THB     on  the  Compensation  Act.     But  here  is  an 
Compensation  Act.  extract  from  the  judgment  of  Lord  Justice 
Collins  in  FoweU  v.  Main  Colliery  Company  : — 
do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  give  any  clear  and  satisfactory  interpre- 
tation which  will  be  perfectly  consistent  with  all  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
(iht  WorhmtfCa  Compenaation  Act).  I  have  long  since  come  to  the  conclusion 
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that  that  is  impossible,  and  therefore  I  have  to  make  the  best  guess  that  I 
can  at  what  tne  Legislature  must  be  taken  to  have  meant  in  the  particalar 
sections  that  we  are  dealing  with."  (Powell  v.  Main  Colliery  Co.  [19001 
2Q.B.,  164.) 

This  ought  to  moderate  Mr.  Chamberlain's  boastfulness — though  we  do^ 
not  suppose  that  it  will. 


It  is  frequently  asserted  that  the  Parish 
The  Parish        Councils  Act  is  a  dead  letter.    This  is  one  oi 
Councils  Act.      those  half  truths  that  conceal  the  truth.  What 
is  true  is  that  the  Parish  Councils  Act  is  only 
useful  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  determine  to  get  the  advan- 
tage to  be  derived  from  it.    How  much  may  be  done  if  the  necessary 
effort  be  made  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  most  interesting 
account  of  the  work  of  the  Barnton  (Cheshire)  Parish  Council.    It  is 
contained  in  a  speech  delivered  at  the  Parish  Meeting  by  the  Clerk  to 
the  Parish  Council,  Mr.  E.  Hindley 

**  Soon  after  the  formation  of  the  first  council  members  began  looking  up 
various  nuisances,  matters  relating  to  better  setoei'oge  arraT%gemenU  were 
dealt  with,  and  although  the  power  to  remedy  these  things  was  not  vested 
in  the  parish  council,  the  rural  council  was  bound  to  inquire  into  the  cause 
of  complaint.  In  this  manner  several  valuable  improvements  had  been 
obtained.  The  pjirish  council  had  succeeded  in  making  at  a  very  small  ooftt 
a  respectable /oo^torti/  from  Oakwood-lane  to  Saltersford,  the  original  foot- 
path being  at  the  time  in  a  very  bad  state  of  repair  and  dangerous  to 
pedestrians.  In  1890  the  council  took  up  the  question  of  main  roculs  in  the 
village.  For  years  the  roads  in  Barnton  had  been  much  n^lected,  and  the 
old  Daresbury  Highway  Board  did  not  seem  to  recognise  that  there  was  such 
a  place  as  Barnton  on  the  map.  The  late  Mr.  Laidman  brought  the  matter 
before  the  council  when  the  rural  council  took  over  the  roads,  and  a  resolu- 
tion was  passed  that  it  was  most  desirable  in  the  interests  of  the  ratepayers 
that  the  maintenance  of  the  uiain  roads  should  be  taken  over  by  the  county 
council.  This  resolution  was  laid  before  the  rural  council,  and  in  course  of 
time  the  county  council  took  over  the  main  road  through  the  village,  and  it 
brought  about  a  better  state  of  things.  Subsequently  the  parish  council 
was  confronted  with  the  most  technical  portion  of  the  working  of  the  Local 
Gk»vemment  Act  of  1894,  viz.,  the  adoption  of  the  Burial  Acts.  The  church- 
yard was  rapidly  filling,  and  after  all  the  needful  preliminaries  the  sanction 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  was  obtained  and  three  acres  of  land  purchased, 
half  an  acre  of  this  being  fenced  off  for  interments.  Mr.  Southern  suggested 
that  the  remainder  should  be  laid  out  in  allotments,  and  the  idea  was  adopted 
The  yearly  rental  of  10s.  was  fixed  for  an  allotment  of  768  square  yards,  and 
moi-e  applications  were  received  than  they  could  meet.  All  the  plots  hid 
been  kept  trim  and  neat,  and  it  was  a  real  pleasure  to  see  the  men  usefully 
and  prontably  spending  their  leisure  time.    One  of  the  greatest,  if  not  the 

Ctest,  of  honours  conferred  upon  the  village  was  when  Sir  John  Brunner 
t  and  equipped  the  splendid  school^  and  made  it  over  as  a  free  gift,  together 
with  an  acre  of  land,  to  the  parish  council.  Apart  from  the  great  educatiooAl 
advantages,  they  had  thus  a  building  fit  for  a  duke  to  spend  an  evening 
in.  It  was  a  structural  ornament  to  the  tillage,  and  was  held  by  the  parish 
council  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Barnton.    Nor  did  Sir 
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John  Bnmner's  large-heartedness  end  here,  for  he  had  undertaken  to  enlarge 
this  viUaqe  hally  and  the  work  of  extension  would  shortly  commence.  The 
Act  also  empowered  parish  councils  to  provide  or  acquire  land  for  a  public 
recrealioii  ground.  In  1898  the  progressive  council  applied  to  Brunner, 
Mond,  and  Co.  to  rent  a  field  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  proposed  cricket 
club.  The  directors  of  the  company  suggested  that  the  better  plan  would  be 
for  the  parish  council  to  apply  for  the  land,  which  they  were  willing  to  lease 
for  999  years  at  £5  a  year.  This  very  liberal  offer  was  at  once  accepted,  and 
four  and  a-half  acres  of  land  was  conveyed  to  the  council  in  December,  1898. 
A  pleasing  feature  had  been  the  way  in  which  the  youths  of  the. village  had 
niade  use  of  the  recreation  ground,  and  the  pleasure  which  the  Bamton  band 
bad  given  by  rendering  selections  of  music.  He  thought  that  after  this, 
review  they  would  agree  that  it  was  a  false  notion  that  the  Local  Government 
Act  of  18S4  was  valueless.  The  council  of  Bamton  held  in  trust  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inhabitants  deeds  for  land  and  building  which  at  a  very 
moderate  valuation  amounted  to  £5,000.  In  conclusion,  he  grouped  together 
the  numbers  of  improvements  that  had  taken  place,  and  would  shortly  take 
pkce  in  the  village  as  a  direct  result  of  the  existence  of  the  parish  council. 
They  expected  to  crown  the  work  of  several  years  by  an  agreeable  change  in 
the  pa$k[l  arraugemenfs^  Sir  John  Brunner  having  recently  stated  that  he 
hoped  to  have  some  pleasant  news  to  forward  shortly.  Then  there  was  the 
fencing  of  Tunnel-road  and  the  guarding  of  the  bridge  across  the  canal  in 
Nursery  Wood  ;  the  electric  railway  ;  the  erection  of  a  strong  unclimbable 
fence  from  the  bottom  of  Nursery  Wood  to  Soot  Hill  Bridge,  obtained  by 
the  joint  action  of  the  Anderton  and  Bamton  councils.  The  council  had 
considered  the  lighthig  of  the  village,  and  found  that  the  charge  would  be 
too  heavy.  Recently,  however,  the  Electric  Supply  Company  had  extended 
their  cables  as  far  as  Winnington-lane,  and  the  estimated  cost  of  continuing 
them  to  Bamton  must  be  greatly  reduced.  He  believed  the  work  done  on 
the  pariah  council  had  revealed  a  capacity  for  local  government  in  the  village 
which  was  very  gratifying,  and  was  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  delegating 
still  greater  power  to  the  parishes  of  the  country." 

In  fact  when  there's  a  will  to  use  the  Act,  the  Act  provides  plenty  of 
ways  of  using  it. 


The  Housing  Bill  was  considered  in  Com- 
The  Housing       mittee  on  June  28th.    We  give  an  account 
Bill.  of  some  of  the  amendments  which  the  Govern- 

ment refused  to  accept : — 

(1)  Mr.  P1CKER8OILL  (L)  moved  that  any  council  (other  than  a 
rural  district  council)  which  had  adopted  Part  III.  of  the  Housing 
Act  of  1890  might  "  acquire  and  hold  land,"  as  well  as  establish  or 
acquire  lodging-houses  outside  their  district.  Defeated  by  204  to  132 
(maiority  72).  Tlie  object  of  the  amendment  was  to  enable  local 
authorities  to  purchase  land  not  only  for  immediate  wants,  but  for 
future  wants  also.  There  would  be  no  danger  of  land  speculation,  for 
the  reason  that  the  controlling  central  authority  would  refuse  its 
sanction  in  such  cases. 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Foster  (L)  moved  the  omission  of  subsection  2, 
which  enumerates  the  points  to  which  a  county  council  should  give 
consideration  in  giving  or  withholding  consent.    Defeated  by  165  to 
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105  (majority  60).  The  Opposition  argued  that  to  put  these  condi- 
tions on  the  face  of  the  Act  would  be  to  suggest  difficulties  that  other- 
wise would  not  arise. 

(3)  Sir  Walter  Foster  (L)  moved  to  raise  the  limit  of  the  land 
to  be  attached  to  a  cottage  from  half  an  acre  to  an  acre.  Defeated  by 
130  to  80  (majority  50).  This  seems  a  very  modest  proposal,  but  Mr. 
Chaplin  would  have  none  of  it. 

(4)  Mr.  Hazell  (L)  moved  an  amendment : — 

Section  66  of  the  Housing  of  the  Workmg  Classes  Act,  1890,  shall  be 
qualified  by  the  following  proviso  added  at  the  end  of  the  section — namely 
ft-ovided  that  loans  raiseid  by  local  authorities  for  the  purposes  of  this  part 
of  this  Act  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  as  to  penod  of  repayment 
contained  in  subsection  4  of  section  234  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and 
instead  thereof  the  period  of  repayment  of  such  loans  shall  be — (1)  not 
exceeding  ICQ  years  for  that  part  of  the  loan  required  for  the  purchase  of  land  ; 
and  (2)  not  exceeding  70  years  for  that  part  of  the  loan  required  for  the 
erection  of  buildings." 

Defeated  by  141  to  69  (majority  72). 

(5)  Mr.  Pickersoill  (L)  moved  a  new  clause  permitting  the  com- 
pulsory hiring  of  land  (as  is  the  law  in  the  case  of  allotments). 
Defeated  by  147  to  81  (majority  (66) 

(6)  Mr.  Channing  (L)  moved  : — 

The  price  of  any  land  taken  by  a  rural  district  council  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act  otherwise  than  by  agreement  shall  be  determined  by  a  single  u-ln- 
trator  to  be  named  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  arbitrator  in 
determining  the  price  of  such  land  shall  not  make  any  addition  in  respect  of 
compulsory  purchase.'* 

Defeated  by  161  to  78  (majority  83). 

On  Report  stage  (July  2nd)  this  last  question  was  again  raised  for 
then  (7)  Mr.  Channing  (L)  moved  the  following  new  clause  : — 

**  Where  land  is  acquired  under  this  Act  otherwise  than  by  agreement,  no 
additional  compensation  shall  be  given  to  the  vendor  in  respect  of  compulsory 
purchase  of  such  land.*' 

Defeated  by  150  to  96  (majority  54).  Sir  Henry  Fowler  clearly  stated 
the  case  for  the  amendment : — 

**He  pointed  out  that  precisely  the  same  arguments  as  those  now  put 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were  advanced  six  years  ago  in  con- 
nection with  the  Local  Government  (England)  Act,  1893,  and  the  Local 
Government  (Scotland)  Act,  1894,  and  those  arguments  failed  to  convince  the 
House  of  Commons  or  the  House  of  Lords,  or  Parliament.  Parliament  in 
those  Acts  pmvided  in  terms  ^  that,  in  determining  the  amount  of  disputed 
compensation,  the  arbitrator  shall  not  make  any  additional  allowance  in 
respect  of  the  purchase  being  compulsory.*  The  additional  10  per  cent,  for 
land  taken  compulsorily  was  a  disastrous  precedent  set  after  the  passing  of 
the  Lands  Clauses  Act,  1845.  It  was  arbitrator-made  law  and  not  judge- 
made  law.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  land  taken  must  be  in 
propinquity  to  large  towns,  and  it  would  be  very  much  enhanced  in  value  in 
consequence.  The  community  should  not  be  fined  an  additional  10  per  cent 
because  they  were  acquiring  this  land  for  pubhc  purposes." 
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On  the  Report  stage  Mr.  Chaplin  accepted  two  useful  amenchnents 
to  the  Bill  :— 

(a)  Lord  Edmond  Fitzmaubice's  (L)  new  clause,  giving  a  county 
council  powers  to  act  in  cases  where  a  rural  council  had  made  default 
under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  or  had 
failed  to  exercise  the  powers  of  this  Act. 

(b)  Mr.  Channino's  (L)  new  clause  providing  that  where  land  is 
acquired  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act  of  1890  otherwise  than  by  agree- 
ment, any  question  as  to  the  amount  of  compensation  shall  in  default 
of  agreement  be  determined  by  a  single  arbitrator,  to  be  appointed  and 
renM)vable  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  in  the  case  of  a  council 
in  London  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


{An  asterisk  denotes  thai  the  BUI  is  a  Government  Measure.) 


♦Commonwealth  of  Australia  Constitution. 

A  Bill  to  constitute  the  Commonwealth  of  Australia,  prepared  and 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  the  Attorney - 
General.  Bead  a  first  time  on  May  14th,  a  second  on  May  21st,  and 
a  third  time  on  June  25th. 

The  Preamble. 
The  preamble  is  as  follows : — 

Whereas  the  people  of  New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  South  AustraHa, 
Queensland,  and  Tasmania,  humbly  relying  on  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God, 
have  agreed  to  unite  in  one  indissoluble  Federal  Commonwealth  under  the 
Crown  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  : 

And  whereas  it  is  expedient  to  provide  for  the  admission  into  the 
Commonwealth  of  other  Australasian  Colonies  and  possessions  of  the 
Queen  :  etc. 

The  Parliament. 

The  legislative  power  of  the  Commonwealth  is  vested  in  a  Federal 
Parliament  to  consist  of : — 

(a)  the  Queen. 
(6)  the  Senate. 

(c)  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Crown  is  to  be  represented  in  the  Conmionwealth  by  a 
Governor-General.    Parliaments  to  meet  once  at  least  in  every  year. 

The  number  of  Senators  in  the  Senate  is  to  be  half  that  of  membei*s 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  The  Senators  are  to  be  directly 
<^i08en  by  the  people  of  the  State,  voting  as  one  electorate  (except  in 
the  case  of  Queensland).  There  are  to  be  six  Senators  for  each  original 
State.    Senators  are  elected  for  six  years,  except  that  of  those  first 
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elected  half  shall  retire  at  the  end  of  three  years.  This  secures  the 
triennial  election  of  half  the  Senators  at  a  time. 

The  House  of  Representatives  is  to  be  directly  elected  by  the 
people.  The  number  of  members  for  each  State  is  to  be  settle*!  on  a 
basis  of  population,  there  being  excluded  for  such  calculation  (a) 
aborignal  natives  and  (6)  persons  of  any  race  excluded  from  exercisin*? 
the  franchise.  If  West  Australia  decides  now  to  federate  the  number 
will  be : 

New  South  Wales      ...    26     South  Australia   7 

Victoria    23     West  Australia    5 

Queensland   9     Tasmania    5 

The  States  are  to  divide  themselves  into  electorates.  In  the  absence 
of  special  provision,  each  State  to  be  one  electorate.  The  franchia* 
in  each  State  to  be  that  used  in  electing  the  more  numerous  House  of 
Parliament  of  the  State  ;  there  is  to  be  no  plural  voting.  The  House 
-oi  Representatives  may  sit  for  three  years,  but  may  be  sooner  dissolved. 

Each  Senator  and  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  is  t«» 
be  paid  £400  a  year. 


The  Commonwealth  Parliament  is  endowed  with  a  great  variety  of 
power,  amongst  the  most  important  of  which  are  those  dealing  with 
trade  (tariffs)  and  taxation.  The  Senate  is,  broadly  speaking,  exclude* I 
from  any  concern  in  Finance,  just  as  the  House  of  Lords  is  by  our 
unwritten  Constitution. 

These  are  the  following  interesting  provisions  with  regard  t4> 
Disagreements  between  the  two  Houses : — 

If  the  House  of  Representatives  passes  any  proposed  law,  and  the 
Senate  rejects  or  fails  to  pass  it,  or  passes  it  with  amendments  to  which  the 
House  of  Representatives  will  not  agree,  and  if  after  an  interval  of  thrt* 
months  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  the  same  or  the  next  session,  again 
passes  the  proposed  law  with  or  without  any  amendments  which  have  been 
made,  suggested,  or  a^ed  to  by  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  rejects  or  fails  u* 
pass  it,  or  passes  it  with  amendinents  to  which  the  House  of  Representativef* 
will  not  agree,  the  Govemor-Greneral  may  dissolve  the  Senate  and  the  House 
of  Representatives  simultaneously.  But  such  dissolution  shall  not  take 
place  within  six  months  before  the  date  of  the  expiry  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives by  effluxion  of  time. 

If  after  such  dissolution  the  House  of  Representatives  again  passes  the 
proposed  law,  with  or  without  any  amendments  which  have  l>een  made, 
suggested,  or  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  rejects  or  fails  to  pass 
it,  or  passes  it  with  amendments  to  which  the  House  of  ilepresentatives  will 
not  agree,  the  Grovernor-Greneral  may  convene  a  joint  sitting  of  the 
members  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  members  present  at  the  joint  sitting  may  deliberate  and  shall  vote 
together  upon  the  proposed  law  as  last  proposed  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  upon  amendments,  if  any,  which  have  been  made  therein  by 
one  House  and  not  agreed  to  by  the  other,  and  any  such  amendments  which 
are  affirmed  by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  total  number  of  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  be  taken  to  have  been  carried. 
.  and  if  the  proposed  law,  with  the  amendments,  if  any,  so  carried  is  affirmed 
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by  an  absolute  majority  of  the  total  number  of  the  memberH  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  taken  to  have  been  duly  passed  by 
both  Houses  of  the  Parliament,  and  shall  be  prenented  to  the  Governor- 
General  for  the  Queen's  assent. 

The  JSoeecutive  Government, 

The  executive  power  (vested,  of  course,  in  the  Crown)  is  exercisable 
by  the  Govemor-Greneral,  assisted  by  a  Federal  Executive  Council. 
The  "  Governor-General  in  Council  "  means  the  Governor-General  acting 
with  the  advice  of  the  Federal  Executive  Council. 

The  Governor-General  may  establish  Departments  of  State.  The 
officers  holding  them  are  to  be  members  of  the  Federal  Executive 
Council.  After  the  first  General  Election  no  Minister  of  State  shall 
hold  oflBce  for  a  longer  period  than  three  months  unless  he  is  or 
becomes  a  Senator  or  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Judicature. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  Commonwealth  is  to  be  vested  in  the 
Federal  "  High  Court  of  Australia,"  and  in  such  other  federal  courts  as 
Parliament  creates.  The  High  Court  to  consist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and 
(at  least)  two  Justices.  We  set  out  elsewhere  the  provision  as  to 
appeals  to  the  Privy  Council.    (See  page  275.) 

Finance  and  Trade, 

The  provisions  as  to  the  finance  of  the  Commonwealth  are  very 
intricate.  During  a  period  of  ten  years  after  the  establishment  of  the 
Commonwealth  and  thereafter  until  the  Parliament  otherwise  provides, 
of  the  net  revenue  of  the  Commonwealth  from  duties  of  customs  and 
of  excise,  not  more  than  one-fourth  is  to  be  applied  annually  by  the 
Commonwealth  towards  its  expenditure.  The  balance  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  several  States,  or  applied  towards  the  payment  of  interest  on 
debts  of  the  several  States  taken  over  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Uniform  customs  duties  are  to  be  imposed  within  two  years  after 
the  establisment  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  States 

Except  when  the  Commonwealth  overrides  the  State,  the  State  is 
to  remain  as  it  is.  When  a  law  of  a  State  is  inconsistent  with  a 
law  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  latter  is  to  prevail  and  the  former,  s;) 
far  as  it  is  inconsistent,  is  invalid. 

The  States  may  not  raise  forces.  The  State  and  Commonwealth 
respectively  must  not  tax  each  other's  property. 

The  CoDMnonwealth  is  not  to  make  any  law  for  establishing  any 
religion,  or  for  imposing  any  religious  observance,  or  for  prohibiting 
the  free  exercise  of  any  religion,  and  no  religious  test  is  to  be  required 
as  a  qualification  for  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  Common- 
wealth. 

The  Commonwealth  is  to  protect  every  State  against  invasion  and 
on  the  appHcation  of  the  Executive  Government  of  the  State,  against 
"domestic  violence. 
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New  States, 

Provision  is  made  for  the  admission  of  new  States,  and  for  the 
government  of  new  "  territories."  If  a  new  State  is  in  any  way  carved 
out  of  existing  States,  the  Parliaments  of  the  States  affected  most 
consent. 

Miscellaneoits. 

The  capital  of  the  Commonwealth  is  to  be  in  New  South  Wales, 
and  must  be  distant  not  less  than  100  miles  from  Sydney.  The 
Parliament  is  to  meet  at  Melbourne  till  the  capital  is  selected. 

Alteration  of  ConstitiUion. 

The  Constitution  is  not  to  be  capable  of  alteration  except  in  the 
following  manner : — 

The  proposed  law  for  the  alteration  thereof  must  be  passed  by  an  absolute 
majority  of  each  House  of  the  Parliament,  and  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  six  months  after  its  passage  through  both  Houses  the  proposed  kw 
shall  be  submitted  in  each  State  to  the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
election  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

But  if  either  House  passes  any  such  proposed  law  by  an  ab8olut« 
majority,  and  the  other  House  rejects  or  fails  to  pass  it  or  passes  it  with 
any  amendment  to  which  the  first-mentioned  House  will  not  agree,  and  if 
after  an  interval  of  three  months  the  first-mentioned  House  in  the  same  or 
the  next  session  again  passes  the  proposed  law  by  an  absolute  majority  with 
or  without  any  amendment  which  has  been  made  or  agreed  to  by  the  other 
House,  and  such  other  House  rejects  or  fails  to  pass  it  or  passes  it  with  any 
amendment  to  which  the  first-mentioned  House  will  not  agree,  the  GoTemor- 
General  may  submit  the  proposed  law  as  last  proposed  by  the  first-mentioned 
House,  and  either  with  or  without  any  amendments  subsequently  agreed  tu 
by  both  Houses,  to  the  electors  in  each  State  qualified  to  vote  for  the  election 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

When  a  proposed  law  is  submitted  to  the  electors  the  vote  shall  be  taken 
in  such  manner  as  the  Parliament  prescribes.  But  until  the  qualification  of 
electors  of  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  becomes  uniform 
throughout  the  Commonwealth,  only  one-half  the  electors  voting  for  and 
against  the  proposed  law  shall  be  counted  in  any  State  in  which  adult 
suffitige  prevails. 

And  if  in  a  majority  of  the  States  a  majority  of  the  electors  voting 
approve  the  proposed  law,  and  if  a  majority  of  all  the  electors  voting  also 
approve  the  proposed  law,  it  shall  be  presented  to  the  Grovemor-Grenend  for 
the  Queen's  assent. 

No  alteration  diminishing  the  proportionate  representation  of  any  State 
in  either  House  of  the  Parliament,  or  the  minimum  number  of  representa- 
tives of  a  State  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  increasing,  diminishing, 
or  otherwise  altering  the  limits  of  the  State,  or  in  any  manner  affecting  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  in  relation  thereto,  shall  become  law  luilesa 
the  majority  of  the  electors  voting  in  that  State  approve  the  proposed  law. 

♦Elementary  Education. 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Elementary  Education  Acts,  1870  to  1893, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Sir  John  Gorst  and  the  Attorney-General, 
read  a  first  time  on  March  26th,  and  a  second  on  June  2l8t. 

In  the  provisions  of  the  byelaws  for  the  compulsory  attendance  of 
children  at  school  fourteen  years  is  to  be  substituted  for  thirteen.  Th^ 
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maximum  penalty  for  breach  of  byelaw  requiring  such  attendance  to  be 
raised  from  five  to  twenty  shillings. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  fee  grant  Under  the  Elementary  Education 
Act,  1891,  average  attendance  is  to  be  calculated  in  accordance  with 
the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  force  for  the  time  being  in 
respect  to  public  elementary  schools. 

The  board  of  guardians  of  any  poor  law  union  are  to  be  able  to 
contribute  towards  such  of  the  expenses  of  providing,  enlarging,  or 
maintaining  any  pubUc  elementary  school  as  are  certified  by  the  Board  of 
Education  to  have  been  incurred  wholly  or  partly  in  respect  of  scholars 
taught  at  the  school,  who  are  either  resident  in  a  workhouse  or  in  an 
institution  to  which  they  have  been  sent  by  the  guardians  from  a 
workhouse,  or  boarded  out  by  the  guardians. 

A  parish  in  which  there  is  a  school  board  is  to  be  exempt  from 
contributing  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  any  district  council  acting  as 
a  school  authority  under  the  Elementary  Education  (Blind  and  Deaf 
Children)  Act,  1893,  and  where  the  school  authority  are  an  urban 
ilistrict  council  their  expenses  as  such  authority  shall  be  paid  out  of  a 
fund  to  be  raised  in  the  area  for  which  they  are  the  school  authority, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  fund  out  of  which  their  general  expenses 
are  payable  is  raised  in  the  urban  district. 

British  Museum  [h.l.] 

A  BUI  intituled  an  Act  to  authorise  the  Trustees  of  the  British 
Museum  to  deposit  copies  of  Local  Newspapers  with  Local  Authorities, 
and  to  dispose  of  valueless  printed  matter,  brought  from  the  Lords, 
May  11th,  1900,  and  read  a  first  time  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
May  14th.    (The  Bill  has  now  been  dropped). 

The  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  are  to  be  able  to  make  and  give 
effect  to  arrangements  with  the  council  of  any  county  or  borough 
{including  the  town  council  or  burgh  commissioners  of  any  burgh  or 
police  burgh  in  Scotland)  for  placing  in  the  custody  of  the  council 
copies  of  any  newspaper  published  in  or  near  the  county  or  borough 
which  have  been  received  by  the  trustees  since  the  year  1837,  or 
which  may  be  hereafter  received  by  them,  and  every  council  shall 
make  due  provision  for  the  preservation  of  copies  so  placed  in  their 
custody. 

The  trustees  of  the  British  Museum  are  to  be  able,  with  the 
^proval  of  the  Treasury,  to  make  rules  respecting  the  disposal  by 
destruction  or  otherwise  of  printed  matter  deposited  in  the  British 
Museum  which  is  not  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  its  preservation  in 
the  Museum. 

The  rules  made  under  this  section  and  the  power  of  disposal  under 
rules  so  made  are  to  be  subject  to  the  conditions  applying  to  the  rules 
which  may  be  made  and  the  power  of  disposal  of  documents  which 
naay  be  exercised  under  section  one  of  the  Public  Record  Office  Act, 
as  amended  by  the  Public  Record  Office  Act,  1898,  with  the 
substitution  of  references  to  the  trustees  for  references  to  the  Master 
of  the  RoUs,  and  of  references  to  the  British  Museum  for  references  to 
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the  Public  Record  Office.  A  list  of  the  documents  it  is  proposed  to 
destroy  has  to  be  on  the  table  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 

Militia  Ballot  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the  Ballot 
for  the  Militia  in  England  and  Wales,  introduced  in  the  House  of 
Lords  by  Lord  Wemyss,  read  a  first  time  on  March  9th,  and  refused  a 
second  reading  on  July  2nd. 

This  is  a  Bill  now  brought  in  by  Lord  Wemyss,  but  identical  with 
that  introduced  last  year  by  Lord  Lansdowne,  the  Minister  of  War. 

Whenever  the  ballot  for  the  Militia  is  put  in  force,  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  is  to  apportion  the  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by 
ballot  in  a  county  among  the  sub-divisions  and  parishes  of  the 
county,  in  proportion  to  the  male  population  of  the  sub-division  and 
parishes,  as  ascertained  by  the  last  taken  census. 

Men  of  all  descriptions  are  to  be  liable  to  the  ballot,  except  the 
following  :  — 

Every  member  of  either  House  of  Parliament : 

Every  officer  in  Her  Majesty's  forces  :♦ 

Every  officer  on  the  half  pay  of  the  navy,  army,  or  marines  : 

Every  non-commissioned  officer  or  man  serving  in  Her  Majesty's  foroes, 
other  than  the  yeomanry  or  volunteers  : 

Every  efficient  non-commissioned  officer  or  man  serving  in  the  yeomanry 
or  volunteers : 

Every  member  of  any  police  force  : 

Every  seaman  or  seafaring  man  : 

Every  person  in  Holy  Orders  : 

Every  person  teaching,  or  preaching,  or  performing  Divine  service  in  any 
place  of  worship  certified  under  the  Acts  for  that  purpose  ;  provided  that  he 
employs  himself  solely  in  the  duties  of  a  teacher,  preacher,  or  minister  of 
religion,  or,  if  not  so  employing  himself  solely,  follows,  or  is  engaged  in  no 
other  occupation,  business,  or  profession,  for  his  livelihood,  except  that  (if 
schoolmaster  : 

Every  duly  qualified  medical  practitioner. 

A  person  balloted  to  serve  in  the  Militia  is  not  to  be  permitted  to 
provide  a  substitute,  and  so  much  of  the  enactments  relating  to  the 
Militia  as  authorise  volunteers  to  be  provided  on  behalf  of  a  parish 
shall  be  repealed. 

Persons  balloted  and  refusing  to  serve  are  to  be  subject  to  certain 
penalties. 

For  the  purposes  of  the  ballot  the  men  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia 
are  to  be  arranged  in  the  following  three  classes  : — 

1.  Unmarried  men  above  18  and  not  more  than  25. 

2.  (a)  Married  men  above  18  and  not  more  than  30,  having  a  wife  living 
but  no  child. 

(6)  Unmanned  men  above  25  but  not  more  than  30. 

3.  All  men  liable  to  be  balloted  and  not  included  in  the  foregoing 
classes. 

*'  Her  Majesty*!*  Forces  "  includes  the  amiy,  the  nnxy,  the  inarinos,  the  arniy  reserre,  ibe 
naval  reserve,  the  militia  re»er\e,  the  militia,  the  yeoraanr>',  and  the  Toluntoers. 
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Whenever  the  ballot  is  about  to  be  put  in  force  her  Majesty  is  to 
be  able,  by  Order  in  Council,  to  declare  that,  instead  of  the  required 
number  being  raised  out  of  all  the  men  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia, 
the  required  number  shall  be  raised  out  of  one  or  more  of  the  above 
classes.  In  that  case  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  relating  to  the  Militia 
ballot  and  this  Act  are  to  apply  as  if  the  classes  of  men  to  be  raised 
were  the  only  persons  liable  to  serve  in  the  Militia. 

When  men  of  all  or  of  more  than  one  of  the  said  cliisses  have  been 
raised  by  ballot,  her  Majesty  may  call  out  for  training,  or  may 
(subject  to  the  Acts  for  the  time  being  in  force  as  to  the  embodiment 
of  the  Militia)  embody,  any  one  or  more  of  the  classes  raised  instead 
of  the  whole. 

But  (a)  in  no  case  are  any  number  of  men  to  be  raised  by  ballot  out 
of  a  later  class  until  an  equal  number  has  been  raised  out  of  every 
earlier  class  ;  and  (6)  in  no  case  is  a  later  class  to  be  called  out  or 
embodied  under  this  section  before  every  earlier  class  has  been  called 
out  and  embodied. 

It  may  be  added  that  we  have  set  out  the  provisions  of  this  Bill 
so  that  it  may  be  known  exactly  what  the  Militia  ballot  is,  and  how 
It  would  work. 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity. 
A  Bill  for  the  prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity, 
prepared  and  brought  in  by  Mr.  H.  D.  Greene  (C),  Sir  Robert  Reid  (L), 
Mr.  Alfred  Lyttelton  (LXJ),  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones  (L),  and  Mr.  Banbury 
(C),  read  a  first  time  on  May  25th,  a  second  on  June  14th,  and 
a  third  on  J une  20th. 

The  Memorandum  affixed  to  the  Bill  says  : — 

Existing  statutes  for  the  prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  (with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  relating  to  vivisection)  include  only  domestic  animals,  i.e.,  those 
animals  which,  by  their  nature,  are  accustomed  to  mankind. 

Wild  animals  in  captivity,  and  animals  which  are  domesticated  although 
not  domestic,  and  animals  which  have  not  been  sufficiently  tamed  to  ser\'e 
some  purpose  for  the  use  of  man,  are  still  without  protection  from  such  cruelty 
as  Mis  short  of  actual  maiming  or  wounding. 

This  Bill  is  not  intended  to  deal  with  cruelty  alleged  to  arise  in  sport, 
nor  in  the  preparation  of  animals,  etc.,  for  the  food  of  mankind,  nor  in 
process  of  scientific  experiment,  as  these  are  matters  which  may  be  open  to 
controversy.  Scotland  is  excluded,  as  there  are  special  statutes  for  the  pre- 
vention of  cruelty  in  that  country. 

Its  only  object  is  to  save  birds,  beasts,  fishes,  and  reptiles,  at  present 
unprotected,  from  unnecessary  sufiering,  wantonly  or  unreasonably  inflicted 
whilst  they  are  actually  in  a  state  of  captivity  without  chance  of  escape. 

The  word  "  animal "  is  defined  to  mean  any  bird,  beast,  fish,  or 
reptile  which  is  not  included  in  the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Acts,  1849 
and  1854. 

Any  person  is  to  be  guilty  of  an  offence  who,  whilst  an  animal  is 
kept  in  close  confinement,  or  is  maimed,  pinioned,  or  subjected  to  any 
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appliance  or  contrivance  so  as  to  hinder  or  prevent  its  escape,  shall, 
wantonly  or  unreasonably  doing  or  omitting  any  act, — 

cause  or  permit  to  be  caused  any  unnecessary  suffering  to  suci 
animal ;  or 

shall  cruelly  abuse,  infuriate,  tease,  or  terrify  it,  or  permit  it  to  h 
so  treated. 

Any  person  committing  an  offence  is  to  be  able  to  be  proceed« 
against  under  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Acts,  and  on  conviction  shal 
for  every  such  offence  be  liable  to  imprisonment  with  or  without  h&ti 
labour  for  not  exceeding  three  montJis,  or  a  fine  not  exceeding 
pounds,  and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprisonment  with  or  withonl 
hard  labour. 

The  Act  does  not  extend  to  Scotland,  nor  does  it  apply  to  any  ad 
done  in  the  course  of  destroying  or  preparing  any  bird,  beast,  fish,  oi 
reptile  for  destruction  as  food  for  mankind,  nor  to  any  act  permitted  bj 
the  Cruelty  to  Animals  Act,  1876. 


POINTS    FROM  SPEECHES. 


Lord  Salisbury.  House  of  Lords,  June  2l8t,  1900. 

**  He  did  not  wish  to  say  anything  about  Oliver  Cromwell,  but, 
if  he  wished  to  hand  down  an  unfavourable  view  of  his  policy 
and  history,  he  could  advise  no  more  outward  and  visible  sign  of  it 
than  to  put  him  at  the  bottom  of  a  hole.  So  long  as  the  anonymous 
donor  was  content  with  that  way  of  honouring  the  hero  he  delighted 
to  praise  he  did  not  see  that  those  of  them  who  belonged  to  a  party 
which  was  not  supposed  to  be  enthusiastically  or  extravagantly 
desirous  of  honouring  Oliver  Cromwell  need  complain  of  the 
arrangement,  because  he  did  not  see  how  their  view  could  be  better 
suited  than  by  the  rele^tion  of  the  statue  to  depths  into  which 
people  looked  as  into  a  bear  pit.  He  thought  foreigners  would  go 
away  from  the  site,  after  studying  the  statesmen  we  had  honoured 
in  the  surrounding  land,  with  the  observation,  *  Behold  the  punish- 
ment which  a  just  monarchical  government  inflicts  upon  a  rebel  and 
a  regicide  I '  " 

Frcwi  the  Times,  Jxiiie  22tMf,  191)0. 

Clearly  Lord  Salisbury  does  not  love  Oliver  Cromwell,  but  that  is 
no  reason  why  he  should  not  go  and  look  at  his  statue.  When  he 
does  do  so,  he  will  find  that  it  is  not  at  the  "  bottom  of  a  hole,"  but 
in  probably  the  finest  pasition  in  London. 


Sir  Alfred  Haslam.  Silverdale,  May  11th,  190a 

**He  stood  there  in  a  somewhat  neutral  position.  He  dood 
before  them  as  the  sdeclfd  candidate^  hut  iwt  the  adopted  owe.  If  he 
should  be  so  honoured  by  being  adopted  it  would  be  his  pleasure 
and  piivilege  to  go  there  and  fight  the  Unionist  battle." 

From  the  Newcastle  Gr  audi  ax,  May  12th,  1900. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  very  fine  distinction  ! 
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Ihe  Archbishop  of  Ganterbury. 


Annual  Meeting  of  National 
Society,  June  13th,  1900. 


'*As  to  the  voluntary  schools  associations,  they  seemed  to  be 
tolerably  successful,  and  he  was  well  satisfied  with  what  the  associa- 
tion had  done  in  the  diocese  of  Canterbury.  He  was  sorry  that 
there  were  certain  schools,  numbering  about  100,  that  stood  out  and 
declined  to  join  any  voluntary  schools  association.  He  did  not 
suppose  that  they  wanted  the  money  to  be  had  under  the  Act  by 
joining  the  associations.  The  voluntary  associations  included 
schools  which  did  not  need  external  assistance,  and  the  money 
granted  under  the  Act  was  used,  as  it  was  certainly  intended  to  be 
used,  for  the  schools  which  really  needed  the  money  most.  He  had 
stated  in  the  House  of  Lords  that  the  most  successful  mode  of 
dealing  with  any  such  grant  for  assisting  voluntary  schools  was  to 
hand  the  money  to  the  voluntary  associations  and  leave  to  them  the 
duty  of  apportioning  it  to  the  separate  schools  ;  and,  on  the  whole, 
that  had  been  a  successful  plan.  But  it  was  very  seriously  interfered 
with  when  schools  stood  aloof  and  declined  to  receive  any  part  of 
the  voluntary  aid  grant  and  consequently  did  not  get  the  money 
that  otherwise  would  be  assigned  to  the  Church  schools  of  their  own 
district.  Those  schools  which  declined  to  join  the  associations  had 
such  a  fondness  for  liberty  that  they  thought  the  associations  would 
interfere  with  their  management,  but  he  did  not  know  how  the 
interference  could  come  about.  In  declining  to  join  the  associations 
the  Church  lost,  in  conseauence,  a  certain  amount  of  money  which 
the  Act  certainly  intended  the  Church  to  receive.  That  was  much 
to  be  regretted,  and  he  wished  very  much  that  it  should  be  possible 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  managers  of  such  schools  and  encourage 
them  to  be  a  little  more  patriotic  in  their  action  and  a  little  con- 
siderate of  the  needs  of  others  besides  themselves." 


It  will  be  noticed  that  the  Archbishop  talks  of  the  grant  given  by 
the  Voluntary  Schools  Act  being  given  to  "  the  Church  " — not  to  the 
elementary  school,  managed  by  the  Church.  The  Church,  of  course, 
spends  the  money  on  the  school,  but  that  does  not  detract  from  the 
significance  of  the  way  in  which  the  Archbishop  looks  at  the  matter. 


The  Duke  of  Devonshire.  St.  Gorge's  Hall,  June  19th,  1900. 

**  Can  we  imagine  for  a  moment  that  if  we  who  have  the  privi- 
lege of  living  and  acting  at  the  centre  of  this  great  Empire  had 
proved  ourselves  indifferent  to  the  unity  of  the  iJnited  Kingdom, 
our  colonists  would  have  shown  themselves  as  willing  as  they  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  to  draw  closer  together  that  loose  bond 
which  unites  them  to  us  ?  ** 


Nothing  more  ungracious  could  be  imagined  than  this  attempt  to 
make  Unionist  party  capital  out  of  the  present  demonstration  of 
Colonial  loyalty.  In  addition  to  which  nothing  could  be  more  unfair. 
As  a  fact,  there  was  a  great  mass  of  Colonial  public  feeling  which 
favoured  Irish  Home  Rule,  and  it  is  ludicrous  to  pretend  that  the 
devotion  of  the  Colonies  to  the  Mother  Country  to-day  is  an  elaborate 
Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  Unionist  party.    It  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 


From  the  Times,  Jmie  14th,  1900. 


From  the  Times,  Juiie  20th,  1900. 
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Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell,  M.P.  World's  Temperance  Congress,  Londm, 

June  11th,  1900. 

**He  had  had  the  unalloyed  satisfaction  of  listening  the  other 
day  to  a  debate  on  this  question  in  the  House  of  Lords.  When  he 
saw  the  members  of  that  House  voting  in  defiance  of  the  strongest 
Government  of  modem  times,  when  he  saw  that  Government  saved 
by  only  three  votes,  he  felt  that  the  biggest  of  brewers  might 
recognise  the  handwriting  on  the  wall.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
too  some  strange  sights  had  been  seen.  The  Bill  to  give  a  *  close 
time '  to  children  had  been  read  a  second  time  owing  to  the  sturdy 
stand  made  by  men  on  the  Unionist  side  of  the  House.  He  had 
never  expected  or  dared  to  hope  for  temperance  reform  from  this 
Parliament,  and  many  times  he  had  prayed  that  the  question  might 
never  come  before  them  ;  but  it  would  be  one  of  the  greatest 
calamities  for  the  country,  and  it  would  be  the  fault  of  the  people 
themselves,  if  the  next  Parliament  was  equally  impotent  in  uiis 
matter." 

From  the  Times,  June  12lh,  1900 
This  is  a  remarkable  speecli,  coming,  as  it  does,  from  a  member  of 
this  "  strongest  Government  of  modem  times." 

...nq^j   

The  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph.  Connah's  Quay,  June  15th,  1900 

Personally,  he  deeply  regretted  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  National  Society  a  resolution  had  been  passed  demanding  from 
Churchmen  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of  their  voluntary  contri- 
butions. Their  resources  were  already  being  strained  to  breaking 
I)oint,  and  that  they  should  urge  Churchmen  to  submit  to  an  in- 
crease in  this  blackmailing  was  unjust.  He  observed  in  the  figures 
given  in  The  Times  on  Thursday  that  the  voluntary  contributions  of 
the  Roman  Catholics  to  their  schools  had  fallen  from  £98,000  in  the 
year  1897  to  £77,000  last  year ;  but  he  had  not  heard  that  their 
Roman  Catholic  leaders  had  thought  it  necessary  to  press  for  an 
increase  in  their  contributions.  Perhaps  the  Department  had  not 
been  so  insistent  in  this  case.  A  just  recognition  of  the  claims  of 
their  Church  schools  would  bring  a  larger  measure  of  support  from 

{jublic  funds,  and  the  sooner  Churchmen  united  to  make  this  claim 
leard  the  better  it  would  be." 

From  the.TiUES,  Jni^e  ISth,  1900. 
Churchmen  who  provide  about  a  sixth  of  the  cost  of  maintenance 
get,  in  return,  the  entire  local  control ;  yet  insistence  on  payment  of 
this  sixth  is  actually  called  "  blackmailing." 


Mr.  C  G.  Long.  Liverpool,  May  23rd,  1900. 

{Preiddent,  Licensed  Victuallers*  National  Defence  League.) 
**  The  trade  contributed  no  less  than  thirty-five  millions  sterling 
towards  the  Imperial  revenue.  Did  anyone  think  for  a  moment  that 
the  Government  were  going  to  be  such  fools  as  to  kill  the  goose  that 
laid  this  golden  egg.  Still,  there  were  breakers  ahead.  There  were 
two  Bills  now  before  Parliament  which  must  be  opposed  to  the 
utmost.  The  most  dangerous  of  these  was  the  Monmouthshire 
Sunday  Closing  Bill,  and  the  other  was  the  Child  Messenger  Bill. 
After  Lord  Salisbury's  speech,  he  did  not  think  there  was  much 
chance  of  either  of  these  Bills  being  carried." 

From  the  Standard,  May  24tKy  1000. 
Clearly  the  "  Trade  "  knows  who  are  its  friends. 
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Kr  Horatio  Davios,  M.P. 


Bochester,  June  dOth,  IBOO. 


*'  He  deplored  the  action  of  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  in  *  raking  up 
scandals'  about  the  hospital  arrangements  in  South  Africa.  An 
impartial  view,  he  said,  should  be  taken  of  these  statements, 
pending  a  thorough  inquiry.  There  was  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts  had  been  '  feather-bedding  it '  out  in  South  Africa.  This 
was  a  different  experience  from  that  of  the  gallant  troops.  If  it 
were  proved  that  a  bad  system  prevailed,  the  only  party  tnat  could 
alter  it  was  the  Conservative  party.  The  Liberal  party  invariably 
shirked  their  duty.  They  were  in  a  nervous  terror  when  they  were 
confronted  with  difficulties  in  Africa  in  1881  and  were  still  nervous 
as  to  the  possibility  of  a  general  election.  They  were  now  taking 
the  big  drum  out  of  the  Conservative  band  and  beating  it  all  over 
the  country,  but  the  country  would  not  be  deceived.'* 


The  country  will  not  be  deceived  by  the  above,  because  it  will  not 
understand  it.  Is  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  the  Tory  "big  drum,"  or  what? 
Anyhow,  Sir  Horatio  seems  to  be  very  much  upset  about  something. 


From  the  Westminster  Qazette,  June  lOOO. 

"  Mr.  Balfour  was  adamant  last  night  and  firmly  declined  to 
gi?e  facilities  to  the  Sale  of  Liquor  to  Children  Bill,  with  the  inevi- 
table result  that  the  measure  cannot  become  law  this  Session.  We 
do  not  wonder  that  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  prays  that  the  present 
Parliament  may  never  have  to  consider  Temperance  Reform, 
though  in  this  case  there  is  not  much  amiss  with  Parliament  itself. 
The  Bill  was  read  a  second  time  without  a  division,  and  would, 
beyond  doubt,  be  carried,  if  time  could  be  found  to  discuss  it.  Mr. 
Balfour's  case  was  that  the  Bill  was  controversial— by  way  of 
proving  which  he  proceeded  to  criticise  it.  It  seemed  to  shock  him 
that  if  the  Bill  is  passed  it  will  be  possible  to  send  a  girl  of  sixteen 
to  fetch  liquor,  but  not  a  boy  of  fifteen.  There  must  always  be 
hard  cases  of  this  kind  wherever  a  fixed  age  is  set  up,  but  that  is 
no  conclusive  reason  for  not  setting  up  the  age.  As  things  are 
now,  both  the  sixteen-year-old  girl  and  the  fifteen-year-old  boy  can 
fetch  the  liquor,  so  that  in  any  event  things  would  not  be  worsened 
by  the  Bill.  We  quite  admit  that  Mr.  Balfour  had  a  formal  con- 
ventional case  against  giving  the  Bill  facilities,  but  there  were,  we 
think,  special  circumstances  which  ought  to  have  secured  for  it 
special  and  exceptional  treatment.  Mr.  Balfour's  action  only 
illustrates  once  again  the  unsympathetic  attitude  of  his  Govern- 
ment to  Temperance  reforms  of  all  kinds — moderate  as  well  as 
drastic." 

This  refusal  of  the  Grovernment  to  help  along  the  Children's  Bill 
shows  the  hollo wness  of  the  "  Temperance  Reform  "  pledge  in  the 
Social  Programme. 


From  the  Times,  J\dy  2nd,  1900. 
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From  the  Birmingham  Gazette,  June  dOth,  looo. 

**Mr.  Chamberlain's  arrival  was  heralded  by  a  flourish  of 
trumpets,  after  which  the  band  played  *  Rule  Britannia.'  " 

This  was  how  the  Tories  greeted  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  the  National 
Union  Banquet.  Really  we  shall  have  to  call  him  "  H.R.H."  or 
"H.S.H."  next,  if  this  sort  of  thing  goes  on. 


From  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  Jtdy  Srdy  1900. 

Lord  Lansdowne  has  invented  a  new  form  of  Parliamentary 
procedure,  that  of  making  laws  by  scarecrow.  When  taxed  by  Lord 
Wemyss  and  Lord  Newton  last  night  with  having  disowned  the 
Militia  Bill  which  he  himself  introduced  in  the  previous  Session, 
he  blandly  replied  that  that  measure  had  never  been  brought 
forward  with  the  intention  of  passing  it,  '  but  merely  that  your 
Lordships  should  see  what  form  it  would  take  should  legislation 
become  necessary.'  That  is  to  say,  the  Bill  represented  no  fixed 
conviction  whatever  in  the  mind  of  the  Government.  They  were  no 
believers  in  the  principle  of  militia  ballot ;  they  were,  indeed,  if  the 
Prime  Minister's  past  speeches  give  any  clue  to  their  thoughts,  in 
rooted  antipathy  to  it.  But  they  wished  to  give,  as  it  were,  a  black- 
board lecture  upon  what  conscription  would  mean,  even  in  its  most 
indulgent  form.  The  public,  we  are  afraid,  has  not  been  educated 
up  to  this  strange  sort  of  Parliamentary  experimentalism.  Even 
when  Mr.  Disraeli  introduced  his  Reform  Bills,  with  their  fancy 
franchises,  he  was  thought  to  regard  them  with  a  certain  amount 
of  {>aternal  favour,  though  they  were  subsequently  made  to  dis- 
appear in  favour  of  robuster  offspring.  Lord  Lansdowne's 
doctrine,  however,  does  not  necessarily  imply  approval ;  it  is, 
indeed,  consistent  with  righteous  abhorrence.  Lord  Salisbury 
would  be  justified  by  it  in  bringing  in  a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  another  for  the  disen- 
dowment  and  disestablishment  of  the  Church,  with  the  full  approval 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Speaking  before  the  Secretary 
for  War,  and  being,  therefore,  without  the  advantage  of 
instruction  in  the  brilliant  idea  of  legislation  by  warning 
examples.  Lord  Newton  bluntly  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment had  changed  their  minds.  It  must  be  confessed  that 
that  explanation,  though  deplorably  devoid  of  subtlety,  bears  a 
certain  appearance  of  correctness.  But  it  would  be  nearer  to  truth 
to  say,  perhaps,  that  upon  questions  of  military  reform  the  Grovem- 
ment  have  no  mind  to  change  ;  that  they  make  a  timid  little  im- 
provement in  one  direction,  and  a  nervous  little  alteration  in 
another,  yet  have  no  fixed  beliefs  whatever  in  the  proper  way  to 
make  the  Army  an  effective  fighting  machine.  This  uncharitable 
theory  receives  confirmation  from  the  complacency  with  which  Lord 
Lansdowne  subsequently  ran  over  his  new  Militia  proposals.  .  .  . 
Lord  Lansdowne  *  hopes  '  to  do  a  good  many  other  thinffs  besides  ; 
but  that  is  about  all  that  he  has  specifically  undertaken.  This 
irresolution,  this  dot-and-carry-one  method  of  dealing  with  matters 
of  vital  importance  to  the  Empire,  has  been  characteristic  of  the 
Government  more  often  than  a  good  many  of  its  supporters  care 
to  acknowledge." 

We  are  glad  that  one  such  supporter  acknowledges  it. 
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Frwn  the  Liberator,  July,  1900. 

'*The  Manx  Legislative  Council  on  April  2nd  passed  a  Bill 
abolishing  compulsory  church  rates.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  will 
pass  the  'I'ynwaJd  Court,  and  in  due  course  be  proclaimed  on  July 
5th.  We  will  only  add  that  as  Noncoraformists  in  the  Isle  of  Man 
are  about  twice  as  numerous  as  Anglicans,  the  only  wonder  is  that 
the  injustice  of  compulsory  church  rates  has  so  long  remained 
unredressed." 

It  is  clearly  high  time  that  the  Isle  of  Man  levelled  up  its  practice 
to  that  of  the  Mother  Country. 


Frwn  the  Daily  News,  July  4th,  1900. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  states  that  the  Conservative  party  have  been 
invariably  associated  with  social  reform  since  the.  days  of  Lord 
Shaftesbury  and  the  Factory  Acts.  Lord  Shaftesbury  himself  is, 
however,  a  much  better  witness  than  Mr.  Chamberlain.  On  page 
377  of  the  popular  edition  of  his  life  by  Hodder,  he  states  that 
'his  strength  lay  at  first  (tell  it  not  in  Oath)  among  the  Radicals, 
the  Irishmen,  and  a  few  sincere  Whigs  and  Conservatives.  Peel 
was  hostile,  though  in  his  cunning  he  concealed  the  full  extent  of 
his  hostility  until  he  took  the  reins  of  office,  and  then  he  opposed 
me  not  with  decision  only,  but  malevolence,  threatening  to  break 
up  his  administration  and  retire  into  private  life"  unless  the 
House  of  Commons  rescinded  the  vote  it  had  given  in  favour  of  my 
Ten  Hours  Bill.  The  Tory  country  gentlemen  reversed  their  votes, 
but  in  1847,  indignant  with  Peel  on  the  ground  of  Com  Law 
Repeal,  they  returned  to  the  cause  of  the  factory  children.*  This 
is  hardly  what  Mr.  Chamberlain  calls  an  *  honourable '  association 
wiUi  Factory  Reform." 

Letter  from  Rev.  F.  W.  E.  Lanqdon. 
We  have  often  pointed  out  what  a  false  point  this  is  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain's. 


From  the  Western  Daily  Mercury,  July  2nd,  1900. 

"  Meeting  of  the  General  Committee  of  the  South-east  Cornwall 
Liberal  Unionist  Association,  held  June  30th,  1900,  at  the  Free- 
mason's Hall,  Liskeard,  the  Earl  of  St.  Germans  presiding.  .  .  . 
*  Mr.  Mitchell :  I  should  like  to  hear  Sir  Lewis  Molesworth's 
opinions  on  Old  Age  Pensions. — Sir  Lewis  said  he  thought  an  old 
age  pension  was  an  admirable  thing,  but  it  was  an  immensely 
difficult  subject,  and  he  was  of  opinion,  with  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
that  they  would  have  to  go  by  degrees.  There  was  the  difficulty  of 
finding  the  money.  He  should  not  like  to  do  anything  that  would 
interfere  with  friendly  societies,  but  he  would  certainly  support  an 
enquiry,  and  do  what  he  could  to  bring  it  to  a  practical  issue.'  Sir 
Lewis  Moles  worth  was  adopted  as  candidate  by  the  meeting." 

He  really  ought  to  have  said  which  Old  Age  Pensions  opinion  of 
Mr.  Chaml'erlain's  he  agreed  with.  And  what  a  startling  discovery 
that    there  is  the  difficulty  of  finding  the  money ! " 
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From  the  Times,  July  2nd,  1900. 

The  Government  is  probably  aware  that  its  case  with  r^;ard 
to  medical  arrangements  in  South  Africa  was  not  improved  by  the 
handling  it  received  from  Mr.  Balfour  on  Friday.  Grave  char^K^ 
had  been  made  upon  a  point  as  to  which  the  country  is  particularly 
sensitive.  These  charges  are  corroborated  by  much  private 
testimony,  which  loses  none  of  its  weight  because  there  is  other 
testimony  favourable  to  hospital  management  but  referring  to  other 
hospitals  and  other  stages  of  the  war.  In  these  circumstances  it  is 
quite  unjustifiable  to  impute  partisan  motives  to  every  one  who 
declines  to  accept  without  demur  the  optimistic  official  assurances 
which  are  so  common  and  so  profuse  upon  all  official  transactions 
as  to  have  lost  whatever  efficacy  they  once  possessed.  Sir  Henry 
Campbell- Bannerman  was  more  than  justified  in  protesting  as  he 
did  against  a  mode  of  burking  criticism  which  has  been  resorted  to- 
rather  too  freely  upon  other  questions  arising  out  of  this  war.  Nor 
was  Mr.  Balfour  better  advised  when  he  tried  to  shelter  the 
Government  behind  the  popularity  of  Lord  Roberts.  That  method 
of  obscuring  the  issues  is  hardly  creditable  to  a  Government  in  any 
circumstances,  but  it  is  resorted  to  with  peculiarly  bad  grace  by 
the  one  that  published  the  Spion  Kop  despatches.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  no  one  dreamt  of  attacking  either  the  Government,  or  Lord 
Roberts,  or  the  Army  Medical  Corps.  If  there  was  any  thought 
of  attack  in  the  minds  of  reasonably  informed  persons,  the  object 
of  their  hostility  was  the  organisation  of  the  War  Office  for  which  all 
parties  are  equally  responsible.  As  for  the  persoMid  of  the  Army 
Medical  Corps,  all  observers  and  critics  agree  with  Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts  in  giving  unstinted  and  enthusiastic  praise  to  the  devotion— 
in  not  a  few  cases  costing  their  lives — with  which  the  members- 
of  that  body  have  performed  their  duty  in  circumstances  of  ovei^ 
whelming  difficulty.  It  is  also  entirely  beside  the  question  to  labour 
the  point  that  abundance  of  medical  stores  has  been  sent  to  South 
Africa.  No  one  has  so  far  alleged  anything  to  the  contrary.  But 
in  dealing  with  this  point  on  Friday  Mr.  Balfour  very  dexterously 
begged  the  whole  question  really  at  issue.  After  expatiating  upon 
the  lavish  supply  of  medical  requirements  he  said,  *  With  the  suj^ly 
of  an  adequate  number  of  men  and  an  adequate  amount  of  medical 
stores  in  South  Africa,  it  is  evident  that  the  direct  responsibility  of 
her  Majesty's  Government  ends  and  must  end.'  But  the  essence 
of  the  charge  is  that  there  was  no  adequate  number  of  men  to  deal 
with  the  fever  that  was  certain  to  have  to  be  met,  and  on  that  point, 
apart  from  the  very  inconclusive  and  dubious  statistics  given  by  Bfr. 
Wyndham,  the  Government  has  not  so  much  as  attempted  a  defence. 
As  we  showed  on  Saturday  his  figures  prove  nothing  except  that, 
after  the  epidemic  had  actually  daimed  many  thousands  of  victims, 
the  Government  began  to  hurry  out  the  doctors  and  nurses  who 
ought  to  have  been  provided  at  the  latest  by  the  end  of  February." 

This  summarises  very  well  the  case  to  be  made  against  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  point. 
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Some  months  ago  the  Senior  Wranglership  at  Cambridge  was 
threatened  with  aboUtion.  We  are  glad  that  it  remains,  for  one 
reason,  whether  it  be  suflScient  or  not ;  for  it  furnishes  from  time 
to  time  proofs  that  young  Nonconformity  shows  itself  to  be  worthy 
of  admission  to  all  the  privileges!  belonging  to  University  life.  Tes  \ 
once  more,  and  for  the  twenty-second  time  during-  forty  years  the 
Senior  Wrangler  is  a  Nonconformist.  ...  A  Nonconformist 
was  Senior  Wrangler  for  three  years  in  succession  (i860  to  1862)  ; 
twice  for  four  years  in  succession  (1866  to  1869  and  1879  to  1882)  ; 
and  three  times  for  two  yearn  (1885  and  1886,  1888  and  1889,  1899 
and  1900).    Surely  a  marvellous  and  most  suggestive  record  ! 

*'  The  Methodist  Times  says  that  :— 
^  "For  the  fiiBt  time  in  the  h  story  of  Methodism,  and  we  believe,  of 
Not  conformity,  a  Free  Chuichman  stands  alone  in  the  First  Division  of 
the  1  heological  Tnpoe." 

Certainly  a  remarkable  record. 


Goverament  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Return  showing  for  each  year  frcHoa  1894  to 
Railway  Accidents.  1899  inclusive  (1)  the  number  of  railway  ser 
vants  killed  by  accidents  in  which  the  move- 
ment of  vehicles  used  exclusively  on  railways  was  concerned ;  and  (2) 
the  number  of  instances  in  which  such  fatal  accidents  to  railway 
servants  have  been  investigated  by  Inspectors  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
(Mr.  Channing.)    [182.]    Price  Jd. 

The  following  are  the  figures  :— 


Number  of  such  Eatal 

YEAR.  Number  of  lUilwav  Accidents  Investigated 

Servant*  Killed.  by  Inspectors  of 

the  Board  of  Trade. 

1894    473    8 

1895    430    70 

1896    444    95 

1897    501    88 

1898    488    103 

1899    512    82 


Return  showing  the  names  of  Members  of 
Members  of        either  House  of  Parliament  at  present  serving, 
Parliament  Serving  or  under  orders  to  serve,  Her  Majesty  in  South 
IK  South  Africa.    Africa,  the  capacity  in  which  they  serve,  and 
the  date  at  which  they  sailed  or  are  under 
orders  to  sail.    (Colonel  Milward.)    [158.]  Price 
The  following  is  the  list ; — 
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HOUSE  OF  LOftDS. 


Name. 

♦Earl  of  Airlie   

Earl  of  Albemarle  

Lord  Rasing  

Earl  Batliurst   

Lord  Castletown  

Lord  Chesham   

Earl  Cowley   

Earl  De-la- Warr  

Lord  Denman   

Viscount  Downe  

Earl  of  Dudley   

Earl  of  Dundonald,  C.B. 

Earl  of  Dunraven  

Earl  of  ErroU   

Earl  of  Essex   

Earl  of  Fincall   

Lord  Gerara   

Lord  Kensington  

Lord  Kesteven   

Lord  Kitchener  of  Khartoam, 
G.C.B.,  K.C.M.G  

Earl  of  Lei  trim   

Earl  of  Ix»ngford  

Lord  Lovat  

Duke  of  Marlborough   

I^rd  Methuen,  K.C.V.O.,  C.B. 

Duke  of  Norfolk,  K.G  

Ix>rd  Roberts  of  Kandahar,  K.P., 
G.C.B.,  G.C.LE.,  G.C.S.L, 
V.C  

Lord  Romilly   

Lord  Rosmead   

Duke  of  Roxburghe 

Earl  of  Scarbrough  '  ... 

Earl  Sondes  

Duke  of  Westminster   

tMarquess  of  Winchester  

Lord  Wolverton   

Ix)rd  Zouche   


Capacity  In  which  the  OAoer  senret. 

Lt.-Col.  Commanding  12th  Lancers. 

Lt.  -  Col.  City  of  London  Imperial  Volunteers. 

Major,  Ist  Dragoons. 

Lt.-Col.  Commanding  4th  Battn.  Gloooeft- 
tershire  Regiment. 

Special  Service,  South  Africa. 

In  command  of  a  Battalion  of  Imperiil 
Yeomanry. 

Lieutenant,  unperial  Yeomanry. 

Captain,  Bethune's  Mounted  Infantry. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

A.D  C.  to  Field- Marshal  Lord  Roberta. 

D.A.A.G.  for  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Major-General  Commanding  3ra  Brigade 
(Natal)  Cavalry  Division. 

Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Special  Ser\*ice,  South  Africa 

Second  in  command  of  Battalion  of 
Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Extra  A.D.C.  to  General  Officer  Com- 
manding, Natal. 

Captain,  2nd  l^ife  Guards,  attached  to 
10th  Hussars. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Chief  of  the  StafT. 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanrj*. 
Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
Captain,  Lord  Lovat^s  Corps. 
Staff-Captain  for  Imj)erial  Yeomanry. 
Commanding  1st  Division  in  South  Afrio. 
Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 


Field  -  Marshal  Commanding-in-Chief. 
Special  Service,  South  Africa. 
Major,  6th  Battalion  Lancashire  Fusiliep. 
Lieutenant,  Royal  Horse  Guards. 
Second   in    command   of   Battalion  of 

Imperial  Yeomanry. 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
A.D.C.  to  Governor. 
Major,  Coldstream  Guards. 
Press  Censor. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 


Allen,  W  

Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  B. 
Brookfield,  Col.  A.  M.  ... 

Chaloner,  Lt.-Col.  R.  (i.  W. 
*  Since  killed  in  action. 


Trooper,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
...  Captain,  4th  Battalion  Gloucester  Rest 
...  Commanding  Battalion  of  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry. 

...  Coinmancfing  Battalion  of  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry. 

t  Wm  ktllM  at  Miigertfont^fn  December  11th. 
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Name. 

Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H  

ComDtoD,  Lord  A.  F. 

Cranbome,  Viscount   

Davenport,  W.  B  

Dickson-Pojmder,  Sir  J.,  Bart.  ... 
Duncombe,  Major  the  Hon.  H.  V. 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Greene,  W.  R. 
Guest,  Hon.  I. 
Hill,  Captain  Arthur 

Kemp,  G  

Lees,  Sir  E  

Llewellyn,  E.  H.  .. 

McCdmont,  H.  L.  B. 

Mildmay,  F.  B.  ... 
Milton,  Viscount  ... 
Pine,  D.  V. 
Scott,  Sir  S. 
Stanley,  Lord 
Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur 
Talbot,  Lord  Edmund 
Valentia,  Viscount 
Wyndham-Quin,  Major  W.  H. 


Capacity  in  which  the  Officer  Mrvet. 

Captain,  4th  Battalion  Argyll  and  Suther- 
land Highlanders. 

Captain,  Imperial  Yeomany. 

Commanding  4th  Battalion  Bedford  Regt. 

Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Adjutant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Major,  Ist  Wiltshire  Volunteer  Rifle  Corps. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Attached  to  Colonial  Gun  Detachment 
under  Lord  Dundonald. 

Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 

Major,  4th  Battalion  Somerset  Light 
Infantry. 

Commanding  6th  Battalion  Royal  War- 
wick Regiment. 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
With  Remounts  Department,  South  Africa. 
Lieutenant,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 
Special  Service,  South  Africa. 
On  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  Staff". 
Special  Service,  South  Africa. 
A.A.G.  for  Im]>erial  Yeomanry. 
Captain,  Imperial  Yeomanry. 


To  this  second  list  must  now  be  added  the  name  of  Captain  Seeley, 
the  recently  elected  M.P.  for  the  Isle  of  Wight. 


The  Magazines  for  July. 


The  Ninetrbnth  Century  is  organising  an  Association  to  bring  home 
The  Lessofis  of  the  War,  It  is  to  be  of  a  non-party  character. 
Mr.  Henry  Norman  has  a  scathing  article  on  Oitr  VadUation 
in  China  and  its  Consequences,  Colonel  J.  G.  B.  Stopford  writes 
on  Soldier  Settlers  in  South  Africa,  Colonel  Lonsdale  Hale  on  The 
Home  Generals  and  their  Work  in  the  Coming  AtUumn^  and  Mr. 
P.  Lyttelton  Gell  on  Adminstrative  Reforms  in  the  Public  Service. 
Mr.  Edmund  Robertson,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  discusses  The  Prerogative  of 
Dissolution,  and  Dr.  Guinness  Rogers  cries,  Wanted,  a  Leader. 
Sir  Wemyss  Reid  gossips  on  The  I^ewspapers, 

The  Contehporart  Review  has  two  articles  on  the  Par  East — The 
Scramble  for  China,  by  Mr.  Demetrius  C.  Boulger,  and  The  Crisis 
in  China,  by  Mr.  Arthur  Sowerby.  Lord  Avebury  ("  the  late  " 
Sir  John  Lubbock)  discusses  Municipal  Trading,  and  Mr.  Birrell 
writes  on  FinUmd  and  Russia,  Herr  J.  Bunde  (late  lieutenant 
5l8t  Prussian  Infantry)  discusses  The  Wa/r  and  Modem  Tctctics, 

Ik  The  Portnightlt  Review  the  first  place  is  given  to  Mr.  Edward 
Dicey,  C.B.,  for  an  article  on  The  Policy  of  Peace,  Mr.  Beckles 
Willson  writes  on  An  Overworked  Minister  and — a  Remedy,  the 
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Minister  in  question  being  the  Colonial  Secretary.  The  Monk  to 
Pretoria  is  related  in  an  anonymous  article,  and  Mr.  J.  Hdt 
Schooling  has  a  first  article  on  The  Naval  Strength  of  the  Semi 
Sea  Powers.  "  Diplomaticus "  discusses  The  Crisis  in  the  For 
East.  His  Honour  Judge  Parry  writes  on  The  Workmen's  Co»- 
pensation  Act:  What  it  toas  to  be  and  what  it  is.  This  is  a  most 
formidable  indictment  of  the  Act,  as  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  extracts : — 

**The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  as  Serjeant  Arabin  said  of  i  j 
case  he  was  arguing,  '  bristles  with  pitfalls  as  an  egg  is  full  of  meat.*  It 
is  a  veritable  Chinese  puzzle  of  legislation,  a  legal  chaos.  A  mixture  of 
clauses  and  schedules  enacted  by  Parliament,  supplemented  by  roks  | 
and  orders  of  various  departments.    .    .    .    But  it  is  not  possible  to 
set  out  at  any  length  the  various  matters  which  the  draftsmen  omitted, 
mis-stated,  or  left  balanced  in  legal  language  with  such  vague  nicety 
that  the  most  learned  judges  have  doubtMl  on  which  side  was  the  | 
greater  weight  of  sense.    ...    It  would  not  be  possible  to  give  any 
idea  of  the  snowball  of  litigation  that  is  rolling;  up  round  this  one  small  i 
Act  of  Parliament.    In  the  Cause  List  of  the  Hilary  Sittings  there  | 
were  no  less  than  thirty-eight  cases  on  appeal  from  the  County  Cooits 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  however  the 
cases  are  decided,  they  will  add  to  the  burden  of  those  whose  business 
it  is  to  make  the  Act  a  working  success.    It  is  certain  they  will  cost 
to  the  litigants  time,  temper,  and  money  out  of  all  proportion  to  any 
possible  beneficial  result. 

"Thb  National  Rbyibw  has  an  interesting  article  in  which  "  A  Con- 
servative M.P."  deprecates  A  Khaki  Dissolution.  He  makes 
very  short  work  of  the  various  theories  invented  by  Unionists 
to  justify  such  a  dissolution,  and  says :  — 

And  it  is  precisely  because  I  do  not  think  that  a  General  ElectioQ 
fought  when  the  constituencies  are  in  anything  like  the  temper  that 
prevailed  at  Manchester  and  the  Isle  of  Wight  would  result  in  a  really 
strong  Government,  that  I  demur  to  any  hastening  of  this  event  for 
merely  electioneering  considerations.  No  one  who  has  watched  the  Ufe 
.of  this  House  of  Commons  can  think  that  huge  majorities  make  strong 
Governments,  Their  efiect  is  all  the  other  way.  Huge  majorities 
demoralise  the  leaders  and  the  led.  They  produce  a  fatal  sense  of 
-security  in  the  Government  and  its  supporters.  Over  and  over  «B;ain  in 
the  last  five  years  this  Government  has  committed  the  most  gratuitous 
blunders.  These  blunders  have  been  as  palpable  to  Ministerialists  as 
to  the  Opposition.  But  Unionist  Members,  rightly  or  wrongly,  hav^ 
refused  to  mark  their  sense  of  the  errors  of  their  leaders  ;  for,  if  they 
^had  done  so,  they  would  only  have  encouraged  the  ambitions  and  the 
policy  of  infinitely  more  divided,  more  incapable,  and  less  patriotic 
^politicians.    And  so  the  great  majority  has  remained  lojrally  intact" 

Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson  writes  the  Story  of  the  Boer  War  (with  a  Map) 
and  Mr.  C.  G.  Coulton  on  The  Stviss  Army — Its  Lesson  /or 
England.  Mr.  F.  C.  Conybeare  discusses  The  Conspiracy  Agait^ 
the  French  Republic.  The  Home,  American,  and  Greater  Britain 
^summaries  are,  as  usual,  excellent. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


We  would  once  again  invite  special  attention  to  the  issue  by  the 
Publication  Department  of  the  Handbook  ("Five  Years  of  Tory 
Government ")  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  in  our  advertisement 
pages. 

Anyone  wishing  for  full  particulars  with  regard  to  Window  and 
Election  Cards,  Flag  Posters  and  Pictorial  Posters,  obtainable  from 
the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  with  a  view  to  preparing  for  the^ 
coming  General  Election,  can  be  supplied  with  full  information  on 
application  to  42,  Parliament-street. 

The  Kecord  of  Members'  Votes  and  Attendances  for  the  whole 
<rf  the  present  Parliament  (including  the  present  Session)  will  be 
ready  in  the  beginning  of  September,  price  5s.,  and  orders  for  this  issue 
of  the  "  Recording  Angel "  may  be  sent  in  at  once.  They  will  be 
executed  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  received. 
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<i)  Lord  Lansdowne  on  the  Militia  Ballot  Bill. 

*'  In  the  year  1898,  when  the  noble  earl  bronght  the  matter  to  your 
lordships'  attention,  I  admitted  to  him  and  to  your  lordships  that,  in  my 
opinion,  the  existence  of  the  Militia  ballot  was  of  vital  importance  to  tine 
nulitary  systw  of  the  country.  I  said  that  nothing  would  induce  me,  at 
all  events,  to  part  with  that  great  reserve  of  power ;  and  I  also  added  that 
the  machinery  of  the  ballot  was,  in  my  belief,  of  a  more  or  \esB  obsolete  | 
character  and  required  revision.  I  therefore  promised  to  have  that 
machinery  examined  and  that,  if  the  result  of  that  examination  justified 
such  a  course,  I  would  introduce  a  Bill ;  but  I  remember  distinctly  saying— 
and  that  is  the  chapter  of  history  the  noble  earl  left  out — that  her  Majestyi 
Grovemment  were  not  to  be  understood  as  pled^g  themselves  either  t» 
have  recourse  to  the  ballot  or  to  pass  a  ballot  Bill  through  the  House  oC 
Commons  in  that  or  any  other  Session.  The  machinery  of  the  ballot  wai 
examined  into,  and  I  think  the  result  of  the  examination  went  to  show  that 
it  was  by  no  means  so  obsolete  as  we  had  supposed  ;  and  in  1899  I  intro- 
duced a  Bill  into  your  lordships'  House.  It  has  been  sugeested  by  the 
noble  lord  who  spoke  last  that  we  have  changed  our  minds.  I  say  we  have 
not  changed  our  minds.  We  have  laid  a  Bill  on  the  table  in  order  that 
your  lordships  might  see  the  form  it  would  take  should  legislation  become 
necessary,  but  there  never  was  any  announcement  of  any  intention  with 
regard  to  that  measure,  and  there  never  was  an  abandonment  of  any 
intention." 

(2)  Mi;  Brodrick  on  China. 

**  Up  to  this  moment  there  has  been  complete  accord  between  Uie 
Powers  as  to  the  steps  to  be  taken.  We  believe  that  the  united  forcei 
belonging  to  six  different  nations  have  co-operated  in  the  most  loyal 
manner  in  each  other's  support.  We  believe  tnat  the  officers  in  commuid 
of  them  have  with  the  forces  at  their  disposal  done  the  very  best  they  can 
to  carry  through  a  difficult  and  an  almost  impossible  task.  Beyond  that  I 
hope  that  the  House  will  not  expect  me  to  go  this  attemoon.  I  only  hope 
that  the  House  will  continue  to  have  confidence  in  the  Grovemment.  \ve 
shall  spare  no  effort  and  will  strain  every  nerve  in  order  to  secure  the 
relief  of  the  Legations  and  also  to  prevent  the  trouble  which  has  arisen  in 
the  north  of  China  from  spreading  to  the  other  provinces." 

(3)  Sir  B.  Qrey  on  China. 

When  we  come  to  the  further  question  which  may  arise  in  the  fatore 
I  would  only  say  this  much— that,  although  of  course  we  expect  her 
Majesty's  Government,  considering  our  great  interest  in  China,  to  be  more 
than  a  lay  figure  in  the  concert,  yet  we  are  anxious  that  they  shall  do 
everything  in  their  power  to  preserve  that  concert  beyond  the  need  of  the 
present  moment.  And  when  they  do  exercise  their  influence  in  the  cone«t 
1  trust  it  will  be  in  the  direction  of  doing  all  in  their  power  to  avert  any- 
thing like  the  partition  of  China,  which,  if  it  were  the  outcome  of  present 
disasters,  would  I  am  sure  be  a  calamity  to  every  one  interested." 

(4)  Lord  Kimberley  on  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill. 

**  Although  the  controversy  was  now,  happily,  ended— and  they  all 
knew  that  the  result  was  acceptable  to  the  Austmlian  colonies — yet  there 
was  a  moment  when  there  was  very  serious  apprehension  lest  there  might 
be  difficulties  raised  in  Australia  which  might  possibly  wreck  the  whole 
scheme.  Why  was  the  controversy  raised  at  all?  x^o  doubt  the  firrt 
intention  of  those  who  objected  to  the  Bill  as  it  stood  was  to  preserve  the 
right  of  appeal  altogether  intact.  It  was  found  that  that  raised  a  very 
serious  and  very  great  difficulty  as  reeard^  the  colonies  themselves.  Then 
they  saw  with  astonishment  the  Colonial  Secretary  appealing  to  news- 
papers in  the  colonies  against  the  opinion  of  the  colonial  Crovemments  and 
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THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 


1900. 

J uly  2.— House  of  Lords.  Lord  Wemyss's  MUifia  Ballot 
Sill — Previous  question  carried  by  90  to  31 
(majority  59).  Spe^h  by  (1)  Lord  Lansdowne. 

Mines  {Prohibition  of  Child  Labour 
Underground)  Bill,  Prevention  of 
Corruption  Bill  and  Volunteers  Bill 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Dublin  Electric  Lighting 
Bill  refused  a  third  reading  by  174  to  168 
(majority  6). 

Housing  Sill — Report  stage. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Sill  —  Report 
stage. 

„  3.— House  of  Lords.  Australian  Commonwealth 
Sill  passed  through  Committee  and  reported 
without  amendment. 

House  of  Commons.  China— Speeches  by  (2)  Mr. 
Brodrick  and  (3)  Sir  E.  Grey. 

Tithe  Sent  ^Charge  {Ireland)  Bill— 
Committee. 

„  4.— House  of  Commons.  Tithe  Rent^  Charge  {Ire^ 
land)  Bill — Committee. 

„  5.— House  of  Lords.  Sailwag  {Prevention  of 
Accidents)  JE^iW  -  Committee. 

Workmen's  Competisation  Act  {1897) 
Extension  Sill  read  a  second  time. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Cross  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  Consti^ 
tUtion  Sill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Selborne,  (4)  Lord  Kim- 
berley, Lord  Halsbury,  Lord  Morris,  and 
Lord  Alverstone. 
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the  whole  Aostraiiaii  people — one  of  the  most  imprudent  and  objectioiULble 
things  he  had  ever  known  done  by  a  responsible  Minister  of  the  Crown  in  a 
matter  of  this  importance.  (Lord  Selborke:  The  Governments  wen 
thankful.)  Then  they  were  thankful  for  small  mercies.  Whenitwa* 
found  that  the  original  course  intended  was  impossible  it  became  neceasftzy 
to  find  some  way  out  which  mi^ht  save  the  creoit  of  the  Minister  who  had 
charge  of  the  matter.  He  admitted  and  alloweil  the  ingenuity  with  whicb 
it  was  done.  The  first  attempt  which  was  communicated  to  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  was  said  to  be  entirely  satisfactory,  broke  down  altogether, 
and  then,  at  last,  very  ingeniously,  what  was  a  compromise  was  hit 

upon.  He  said  it  was  ingenious.  It  was  ingenious  to  nnd  out  such  a 
contrivance,  and  it  was  wise  beeause  it  tumea  out  it  was  something  the 
Australian  colonies  could  accept.  But  the  conduct  of  the  matter  was  not 
such  as  to  excite  any  very  great  admiration.  He  was  very  glad  the  Bill 
had  arrived  at  this  the  last  stage,  and  he  assured  their  lordships  he  would 
not  have  referred  to  the  controversy  at  all  if  the  noble  earl  the  Under- 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  had  not  seen  fit  to  comment  upon  it." 

(1)  The  Duke  of  Devonsllire  on  Irish  Land  Legislation. 

The  Prime  Minister  has  asked  me,  perhaps  on  account  of  the  direct 
position  I  took  in  passing  the  Act  of  1881,  to  reply  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  to  the  resolution  moved  by  the  noble  lord.  In  one  respect,  at 
all  events,  perhaps  in  many  others,  the  selection  is  an  unfortunate  one,  for, 
though  any  one  of  my  colleagues  would  have  given  practically  the  same 
answer  thak  I  shall  have  to  give,  both  the  Prime  Minister  himself  and  some 
of  my  colleagues  could  at  least  have  ^ven  the  noble  lord  and  his  friends 
the  satisfaction  of  repeating  those  criticisms  and  denunciations  of  the  Act 
of  1881  which  they  nave  uttered  on  so  many  occasions  and  which  might 
have  given  some  satisfaction  to  the  noble  lord,  whereas  I,  at  least,  am 
debarml  from  giving  him  even  that  moderate  amount  of  satisfaction, 
because,  while  I  admit  that  the  Act  of  1881  has  not  done  all  that  was 
expected  of  it,  while  I  admit  that  it  has  pressed  harder  on  Irish  landlords 
than  I,  at  least,  ever  anticipated  that  it  would,  while  I  am  bound  to  admit 
that  the  absence  of  any  definition  of  the  principles  on  which  fair  rents 
ought  to  be  fixed  has  left  room  for  decisions,  man^  of  which  seem 
tooe  unaccountable  and  some  appear  to  be  unjust,  while  I  am  bound  to 
admit  that  the  Land  Act  has  many  blots  and  imperfections,  I  am  still 
prepared  to  maintain  that,  looking  to  the  circumstances  which  at  the  time 
prevailed  in  Ireland,  both  justice  and  policy  alike  demanded  some  Ic^ 
fation  in  this  direction,  and  even  now  I  do  not  repent  of  the  part  1  took  in 
passing  that  Act.' 

<2)  The  Eaxl  of  Morley  on  the  Military  Manoeuvres  Bill. 

He  must  plead  guilty  to  some  negligence  in  the  case  of  this  Bill  In 
the  House  of  Commons  the  Bill  had  been  referred  to  the  examiners  on 
standing  orders,  and  he  believed  tliev  had  decided  that  the  definite  stand- 
ing order  of  that  House  dealing  with  the  point  in  question  had  not  been 
complied  with.  What  course  tne  House  of  Commons  would  pursue  it  was 
impossible  to  say,  but  he  could  not  help  very  strongly  supporting  the  view 
taken  by  the  noble  lord,  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  {Lord  Kimherievl 
To  take  these  important  rights  in  perpetuity,  and  without  giving  the 
slightest  notice  either  to  individuals,  or  even  to  the  local  authorities  who 
were  responsible  for  the  districts  in  which  the  rights  were  taken,  seemed  to 
him  a  most  high-handed  and  unparalleled  proceeding.  He  quite  sympathised 
with  what  h^  fallen  from  his  noble  fnend  {Lord  Lansdotcne)  as  to  tbe 
necessity  of  having  land  on  which  to  exercise  our  military  forces,  but  that 
did  not  absolve  Parliament  from  the  necessity  of  ^ving  the  persons  who 
were  affected  ample  notice.  In  this  case  there  had  been  no  notice  wha^ 
ever  until  the  Bill  was  brought  into  their  lordships*  House.  He  eameetiy 
hoped  that  in  future,  at  any  rate,  it  might  be  a  warning  to  public  depart- 
ments that  in  matters  of  this  kind  they  should  give  notice  m  local  news- 
papers and  to  local  authorites,  and  not  merely  in  the  London  Gazette." 
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July  5.— House  of  Commons.  South  African  Hospitals 
Commission — Names  of  three  members  given 
by  Mr.  Balfour.  Adjournment  of  House 
moved  by  Mr.  Labouchere.  Number  of 
Commissioners  eventually  raised  to  five.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  Mr.  Asquitb. 
{See  page  344.) 

Tithe  Rent' Charge  {Ireland)  Bill— 
Committee. 

Mr.  Asquith  at  the  Queen's  Hall  on  the  Employment 
of  Women. 

6.— House  of  Lords.  Irish  Land  Legislation—Lord 
Templetown's  Motion  asking  for  compensation 
for  the  losses  of  landowners  carried  by  62  to  59 
(majority  3).  Speeches  by  the  (1)  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  the  Duke  of  Abercorn,  and 
Lord  Ashbourne. 

House  of  Commons.    Supply— Scotch  Estimates. 

(Seepage  351.) 

»     9. — House  of  Lords.   Royal  Assent  to  Commonwealth 
of  Australia  Constitution  Bill. 

Recommendations  of  the  Fry  Commission- 
Speech  by  Lord  Ashbourne. 

Military  Manoeuvres  Bill — Speeches  by 
Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Kimberley,  and 

(2)  Lord  Morley. 

The  Duke  of  Northumberland's  Members 
of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Bill  read 
a  second  time. 

Cruelty  to  Wild  Animals  in  Captivity 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Outrages  in  Churches  and  Churchyards- 
Speeches  by  the  Archbishop  of  York  and 

(3)  Lord  Halsbury. 

(3)  Lord  Halsbury  on  the  Desecration  of  Churches. 

•*  He  must  say,  8[)eaking  there,  that  he  could  but  most  earnestly 
deprecate  any  association  of  persons  who  went  about  for  the  purpose  of 
taKing  the  law  into  tlieir  own  hands,  as  they  were  from  time  to  time  said 
to  do.  He  was  astonished  to  find  that  anybody  suggested  that  such 
offences  as  these  were  not  already  within  the  law  and  that  there  was  no 
remedy.  He  would  have  imagined  that  anybody  consulted  on  the  subject 
would  have  only  to  refer  to  an  Act  of  Parliament  which  said  that  any 
person  who  should  maliciously  or  contemptuously  pull  down  tables  or 
otherwise  break  any  altar  or  spoil  crucifixes  or  crosses  in  any  church  or 
chapel  might  be  arrested  then  and  there  and  might  get  three  months' 
impriBonment  with  hard  labour.  That  was  one  of  the  remedies,  but  it  was 
not  the  only  remedy." 
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(1)  Sir  Walter  Foster  on  the  Housing  Bill. 

*'  He  regarded  the  Bill  with  great  disappointment ;  it  had  not  answered 
the  expectations  he  had  formed  of  it,  for  it  nad  not  met  the  great  difficulty 
they  had  in  regard  to  taking  people  out  of  bad  and  insanitary  hoaxes. 
There  were  plenty  of  powers  on  the  Statute-book  for  taming  people  out  of 
bad  houses,  and  n>r  shutting  up  the  houses,  but  what  they  wanted  was  the 
power  to  rehouse  the  people,  and  this  Bill  did  not  give  them  that  power  to 
any  appreciable  extent  in  the  rural  districts,  and  gave  it  under  very  unfor- 
tunate conditions  even  in  London  and  the  great  cities." 

(2)  Mr.  Tennant  on  Home  Office  Administration. 

**The  committee  over  which  he  presided  were  appointed  in  18d5  and 
had  issued  several  reports.  The  committee  were  given  twenty -six  trader 
to  investigate,  and  of  these  they  found  seventeen  which  required  spedil 
rules  These  special  rules  were  recommended  for  these  seventeen  trades, 
but  the  committee  would  be  surprised  to  learn  that  in  only  two  of  them 
had  the  special  rules  been  adopted  or  embodied.  He  hoped  greater  progTe«% 
would  be  made  in  the  future.  He  instanced  bronzing  and  paper-staining. 
In  bronzing  bronze-dust  was  always  flying  about  in  the  atmosphere ;  and  if 
it  was  necessary  to  have  special  rules  m  trades  where  the  atmosphere  was 
clear,  how  much  more  necessary  it  was  to  have  them  here.  Altuough  the 
committee  had  recommended  special  rules  four  years  ago,  nothing  bad 
been  done.  Having  referred  to  dangerous  employments  where  lead  wim 
used,  the  hon.  member  begged  the  Home  Secretary  to  give  his  careful  atten- 
tion to  accidents  with  locomotives  employetl  in  connection  with  factories. 
His  belief  was  that  there  were  many  accidents  which  were  not  reported. 
He  came  back,  however,  to  this— why  was  it  that  so  little  had  been  done? 
If  special  rules  were  made  compelling  all  employers  to  take  proper  step^, 
then  something  would  be  done ;  but  if  the  Home  Office  reliea  on  their 
powers  of  persuasion  adequate  results  could  not  be  obtained.  What  the 
public  demanded  was  that  as  between  competitive  firms  there  should  be 
uniformity  of  administration  and  the  security  of  the  law." 

(3)  Lord  Salisbury  on  the  Church. 

**  I  hear  a  great  denunciation  of  the  Confessional — I  have  expressed 
my  opinion  on  more  than  one  occasion  in  this  House  upon  that  question- 
but  you  cannot  stop  it  by  legislation.  If  A  tells  his  secrets  to  B,  nothing 
you  can  put  on  the  statute-book  would  give  the  slightest  hope  of  preventing 
him  from  doing  it.  If  you  trust  to  litigation,  you  have  a  vei^  poor  prospect 
before  you.  It  will  lead  to  a  very  stormy  time.  Many  evil  passions  will 
be  aroused  ;  many  good  works  wfll  be  stopped  and  much  combined  effort 
for  the  advancement  of  the  community  in  morality  and  religion  will  be 
arrested.  If  you  depend  on  this  liti^tion,  that  must  be  the  fate  you  will 
meet,  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  am  in  favour  not  of  giving  to  that  word 
*  speedily '  an  interpretation  which  is  absurdly  violent,  as  the  noWe  aui 
(Portsmouth)  has  done.  I  should  rather  strain  the  matter  in  the  opposite 
direction  and  exercise  the  utmost  possible  patience  in  order  that  by 
persuasion,  and  by  all  arts  other  than  those  which  depend  upon  litigation, 
the  Bishops  might  gradually  induce  those  of  the  clergy  who  have  shown 
themselves  unreasonable  or  recalcitrant  to  conform  to  the  general  spirit  And 
the  general  fonnularies  of  the  Church  of  England.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
they  will  succeed.  On  the  other  hand  I  have  no  doubt  that  that  success 
Avill  be  seriously  marred  if  you  attempt  by  the  rough  processes  of  litiation 
to  interfere  with  their  action.  It  would  l>e  undoing  their  work.  But  if 
you  accept  the  belief,  which  is  sustained  by  all  that  they  tell  us  of  the 
successes,  and  consequences  of  the  action  which  they  are  taking,  I  think 
everything  in  our  past  history  and  present  experiences  points  to  the  fnol 
that  we  shall  reach  without  danger  and  without  any  formidable  disturlMuice 
a  period  of  calm  progressive  liberty  in  the  Church. 
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1900. 

July  9.— House  of  Commons.   Tithe  Bent-Charge  {Ire" 

land)  Committee.     Bill  reported  to 

Hoase  without  amendment 

r,    10. — House  of  Lords.    Royal  Assent  to  various  BUls. 

House  of  Commons.    Agricultural  Holdings 

JBiU— Report. 

„   11. — House  of  Commons*    Agricultural  Holdings 

jBilJ—Report 

House  counted  out  at  5.10,  after  a  protest  against 
an  adjournment  to  permit  of  attendance  at  Queen's 
Garden  Party. 

«t  12. — House  of  Lords.  Merchant  Shipning  ( Liability 
of  Shipoumern  and  others)  Bill  read  a 
second  time  on  Motion  of  Lord  Heneag^. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Balfour  and  Lord 
Halsbury. 

Agricultural  Holditigs  Act  —  Report 
stage  concluded. 

Housing  Bill  read  a  third  time.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Chaplin  and  (1)  Sir  Walter  Foster. 

M  13.— House  of  Lords.  The  Establishment  of  the 
Militia.    Speech  by  Lord  Lansdowne. 

Bailways  (Prevention  of  Accidents) 
Bit  I  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Supply— The  Home  Office  Vote :  Dang:erous 
Trades.  Speeches  by  Sir  C.  Diike,  (2)  Mr. 
Tennanty  Mr.  Asquith,  and  Sir  M.  White 
Ridley.  The  State  of  the  London  Streets. 
Speech  by  Sir  M.  White  Ridley. 

,y  14. — Mr.  Chaplin  at  Hartsholme  Hall  (Lines.)  on  Current 
Politics. 

„  16.— House  of  Lords*  Lawlessness  in  the  Church- 
Speeches  by  Lord  Portsmouth,  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  (3)  Lord  Salisbury^ 
and  Lord  Halifax. 

House  of  Commons.  Mr.  Balfour's  Statement  as 
to  the  business  of  the  Session.  Speech  by  Sir 
H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill  read 
a  third  time  by  1 10  to  74  (majority  36).  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Asquith  and  Mr.  Balfour.  (See 
page  336.) 
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(1)  Lord  Lansdowne  on  Our  Military  Organisation. 

4  **  The  noble  duke  indicated  not  obscurely  his  own  preference  for  an 
external  enquiry  of  some  kind.  I  should  like  to  throw  out  for  his  considera- 
tion, and  that  of  those  who  believe  that  committees  and  commissions  area 
panacea  for  all  the  ills  of  the  body  politic,  this  (question — ^if  you  wish  for 
speedy  and  effectual  improvements,  are  you  quite  sure  that  enquirr  by 
Koval  Commission  is  the  best  way  of  obtaining  it  ?  When  you  have 
collected  those  men  of  sound  common  sense — who,  the  experience  of  the 
lafit  few  days  seems  to  show,  are  either  very  rare  or  very  reluctant  to  place 
their  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  country— they  are  apt  to  proceed  with 
very  great  deliberation  and  care.  The  result  is,  a  lone  time  passes  while 
the  enquiry  is  nroceeding,  and  you  are  very  lucky  indeed  if  you  can  get 
ad>'ice  on  which  you  can  act  at  once.  With  regard  to  the  noble  dnke'n 
suggestion  that  whatever  we  may  determine  to  do  should  be  fully  sab 
mitted  to  the  judgment  of  Parliament,  I  cannot  conceive  that  any  consider- 
able changes  either  in  army  organisation  or  administration  should  be  made 
except  under  conditions  which  would  leave  to  Parliament  the  fullest 
oppoartunity  of  criticism  and  re\dew.*' 

<2)  Mr.  Goschen  on  Water-Tube  Boilers. 

**  I  know  that  whatever  I  say  to-night  will  not  have  the  effect  of  allay- 
ing the  public  uneasiness  Partly  on  account  of  breaks-down,  due  to 
numerous  small  defects,  the  smallness  of  which  cannot  be  appreciated  by 
people  generally,  but  defects  which  hon.  members  by  eloquent  speeches 
know  how  to  magnify,  a  feeling  of  uneasiness  has  been  created  in  the 
public  mind.  I  reco^ise  that  the  House  and  the  country  have,  with 
unstinted  liberality,  given  the  Admiralty  all  they  have  asked  for  in  money, 
and  besides  that,  they  have  given  that  which  nas  been  valuable  to  as— 
namely,  their  confidence.  I  recognise  that  with  frankness,  and  seeing  that 
the  country  has  done  tliis,  and  seeing  that  from  many  quarters  not  hostile 
to  water-tube  boilers,  but  friendly  and  sympathetic  quarters,  it  has  been 
urged  upon  me  that  the  country  would  like  to  have  what  they  call  an 
impartial  verdict  on  the  water-tube  boiler,  I  Mill  consent  to  an  inquiry  by 
a  committee  into  the  subject.  I  consent  to  it  with  some  reluctance,  and  I 
will  tell  the  Committee  whjr.  It  disturbs  a  department  terribly  when  in 
the  full  pressure  of  their  business,  witli  the  vast  amount  of  work  connected 
with  tlie  Navy  to  do,  with  so  many  ships  in  commission  and  under  ooo- 
struction,  witii  all  the  new  appliances,  new  gun-mountings,  new  hydraolic 
arrangements,  new  electric  arrangements,  forced  upon  them  from  day  to 
day,  which  cannot  be  left  entirely  to  subordinates — it  is,  I  say,  a  terrible 
thing  when  for  a  long  period,  tliey  have  their  time  occupied  with  a  com- 
mittee sitting  at  the  Admiralty,  looking  up  the  whole  tacts  and  making 
good  their  defence.  It  would  be  only  human  if  a  great  portion  of  their 
energy  and  power  were  absorbed  and  hampered  by  the  sitting  of  such  a 
committee.  I  have  thought  over  that  and  how  it  could  be  avoided.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  can  succeed  in  avoiding  it  entirely,  but  what  we  want  is  a 
practical  examination  of  the  water-tube  boiler  in  actual  operation.  I  wish 
to  ^ve  the  committee  every  means  of  satisfyinjg  themselves  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  boilers  and  the  class  of  defects  which  occur  and  the  metns 
applied  to  remedy  them.  What  I  believe  would  best  meet  the  case  woald 
be  a  committee  on  which  practical  and  sea-going  engineers— outside 
engineers — should  be  largely  represented.  It  should  be  part  of  their 
functions  actually  to  go  to  sea  in  some  water-tube  boiler  ships  and  examine 
the  question  on  boarcf  ship,  both  on  trial  runs  and  under  service  oonditioD& 
The  committee  should  also  visit  some  shins  in  reserve  in  dockyards,  and 
study  the  scientific  or  theoretical  as  well  as  the  practical  side  of  the 
question.'' 

(3)  Lord  Onslow  on  the  Indian  Expenditure  Commission. 

**  He  could  assure  the  noble  earl  (Northbrook)  and  the  noble  lord  who 
presided  over  the  Commission  (Wrlbtf)  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
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1900. 

J oly  17.— House  of  Lords.   Tithe  BenUCharge  (Ireland) 
Hill  read  a  first  time. 

County  and  Borough  Franehine 
Asgimilatian  (London)  BUI. 

The  War  Office— Speeches  by  (1)  Lord  Lans- 
downe  and  Lord  Spencer. 

House  of  Commons.  Navy  Estimates.  Statement 
by  (2)  Mr.  Goschen  on  Water  Tube  Boilers. 
Speech  by  Sir  H.  Campbeii-Bannentjan. 

Mr.  Ritchie  at  Liverpool  on  China. 

18.  — House  of  Commons.     Volunteers  BUI  read  a 

second  time.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Wjrndham 
and  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman.  (See 
page  341.) 

19,  — Tithe  Bent'Charge  (Ireland)  BUI  read  a  second 

time.  Speeches  by  Lord  Ashboume,  Lord 
Kimberley,  and  Lord  Londonderry. 

Colonial  Reserve— Speeches  by  Lord  Brassey 
and  Lord  Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  Intermediate  JEdtication 
(Ireland)  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  G.  Balfour  and  Mr.  J.  Redmond. 

Irish  JEductUion  Bill — Order  for  second 
reading  withdrawn. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  read  a  third 
time.    Speech  by  Sir  R.  Finlay. 

,  20  —House  of  Lords.   Agricultural  Holdings  Bill 

read  a  first  time. 

Royal  Commission  on  Indian  Expenditure- 
Speeches  by  Lord  Northbrook,  (3)  Lord 
Onslow,  Lord  Kimberley,  and  Lord 
Salisbury. 

Housing  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by 
Lord  Harris,  Lord  Carrington,  and  Lord 
Cross. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms 
BiU  introduced  by  Lord  Halsbury  and  read 
a  first  time. 
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intended  to  accept  the  recommendations  of  the  noble  lord  as  r^|;anled  the 
amount  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  be  contributed  by  the  Imperial 
Government  towards  the  revenues  of  India.  That  amount  was,  he  thought 
£!293,000«  But  he  might  point  out  that  the  Commission  made  an  error 
which  somewhat  vitiated  these  figures  and  reduced  the  total  sum  to 
£257,000.  He  was  not  prepared  to  pledge  himself  to  the  particular  items 
and  heads  under  which  this  contribution  should  be  made,  but  he  could  say 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  were  willing  to  accept  the  recommendataonn 
of  the  Commission  to  give  at  least  £250,^  and  probably  more  towards 
the  relief  of  the  revenues  of  India.  Her  Majesty's  Government  desire  to 
treat  India,  not  only  equitably,  but  liberally ;  and  if  time  were  given  them 
they  hoped  to  give  effect  to  other  recommendations  of  the  Commission.'' 

(1)  Mr.  Bryce  on  the  Teaching  of  the  Irish  Language. 

The  proposal  was  to  teach  English  through  the  medium  of  Irish,  and 
it  was  really  a  great  piece  of  good  fortune  that  there  was  already  a 
language  which  could  be  used  in  that  way.  He  submitted,  therefore, 
that  the  demand  which  the  Irish  members  made  was  a  very  reasonable 
and  sensible  demand.  He  would  also  point  out  that  the  larger  the  number 
of  people  to  whom  instruction  was  given  in  Irish  the  more  prospect  wa» 
there  that  in  after  life  some  would  avail  themselves  of  it  to  make  use  of 
the  abundant  and  rich  material  that  existed  for  the  study  of  ancient  Irish 
history  and  literature,  which  had  been  very  insufficiently  and  inadequately 
made  use  of  heretofore. " 

(2)  Sir  Edward  Qrey  on  China. 

•*  The  proverb  that  ought  to  have  been  borne  in  mind  in  recent  yew* 
was  'More  haste  less  speed.'  If  the  different  Powers  interested  in 
China  would  only  have  concentrated  their  attention  upon  the  open  door 
instead  of  talking  so  much  about  it,  and  instead  of  trying  to  snatch 
advantages  for  themselves,  we  should  not  have  had  this  overwhelming 
trouble  by  which  we  were  faced  to-dav.  There  had  been  too  much 
pushing,  too  much  hurrying,  too  much  grabbing  in  China.  Now  we 
were  face  to  face  with  a  very  difficult  problem.  We  could  not  allow  these 
massacres  in  Peking  to  go  unpunished.  Numl)ers  of  people  practically 
defenceless  had  been  massacred,  but  the  question  of  punishment  wa» 
exceedingly  difficult.  One  thing  that  must  always  be  avoided  on  the^ 
occasions  was  indiscriminate  vengeance.  It  was  never  effective.  It  roused 
hatred  and  it  was  uniust.  But  some  justice  must  be  done.  The  first  thing 
was  to  find  out  exactly  what  had  taken  place,  then  find  out  who  it  was  in 
the  very  highest  places  who  had  been  actually  responsible  for  the  massacresi. 
The  rising  they  understood  in  China,  but  as  to  the  actual  massacres  it 
ought  to  DO  found  out  who  was  responsible  for  them.  Only  it  must  be 
people  in  high  places  who  were  found  to  be  responsible,  and  when  thej 
were  found  they  should  be  punished  and  the  punishment  should  w 
exemplary.  But  before  that  tnere  was  stUl  sometning  else.  The  danger 
was  not  over.  Bad  as  it  had  been  it  might  be  that  there  was  worse  still  to 
come.  At  places  like  Shanghai  the  danger  was  even  greater  and  more 
terrible  than  it  had  been  at  Peking,  bemuse  the  number  of  people  con- 
cerned was  greater.  While  there  was  yet  time,  the  Powers  ought  to  lose 
no  moment  in  doing  everything  possible  to  prevent  what  had  happened  at 
Peking  happening  at  Shanghai  and  other  places.  Now  was  the  time,  when 
the  sands  were  running  out  in  the  glass,  when  measures  of  precaution 
should  be  taken.  That,  he  trusted,  was  being  seen  to,  but  did  it  not  all 
bring  home  to  us  how  we  had  been  going  on  for  years  thinking  ourselves 
much  more  secure  than  we  really  were  ?  We  had  cheap  and  rapid  com- 
munication all  over  the  world,  our  people  went  abroad,  and  we  thought  they 
were  as  safe  as  they  were  at  home.  So  far  they  were  till  a  day  came  when 
they  were  found  to  be  in  danger.  He  trusted  that  with  regard  to  China  the 
memory  of  the  calamity  through  which  the  Powers  interested  were  passiDg 
would  do  somethinjB^  in  future  to  make  them  more  cautious  ana  more 
united  in  their  dealings. " 
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1900. 

Jaljr  20.— House  of  Commons.    Supply—Irish  Estimates. 

The  Teaching  of  the  Irish  Language.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  (1)  Mr.  Bryce,  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  Mr. 
Dillon. 

21.— .Lord  James  of  Hereford  at  Burton  on  Cuirent 

Politics. 

(2)  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Morpeth  on  Current  Politics. 

»  23.— House  of  Lords.  Secondarf/  JSdtuxition  SiU 
read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by  Lord 
Spencer,  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbunr, 
Lord  Reay,  Lord  Kimberley,  and  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  BiU— 
Committee. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms 
Sill  read  a  second  time. 

House  of  Commons.  (3)  Military  Lands  BiU 
read  a  second  time  by  186  to  47  (majority  139). 
Speeches  by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

Volunteers  Bill — Committee. 

Reserve  Forces  BUI — Committee. 

Naval  Reserve  BUI  read  a  second  time. 
Speech  by  Mr.  Goschen. 

Colonial  Stock  Bill  read  a  second  time  by 
113  to  11  (majority  102). 


W  Sir  H.  Oampbell-Baimennan  on  the  Military  Lands  Bill. 

"  He  hoped  that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  divide  the  House  against  the 
BilL  There  might  be  defects  in  it  which  could  be  cured  or  modi&d,  but  in 
the  main  he  thought  that  the  House  would  fully  sympathise  with  the 
gen^iU  object  of  the  Bill.  It  was  somewhat  singular  to  find  that  in  1897 
this  identical  proposal  was  put  forward  by  the  Government  and  at  the  end 
of  the  Session  they  were  obliged  to  drop  it  owing  to  the  strong  feeling 
against  it.  This  feeling  did  not  appear  to  be  so  strong  in  the  present  dog 
days.  HIb  attitude  towards  the  Bill  was  that  this  was  not  the  time  for  the 
House  to  deal  with  a  comparatively  small  matter  when  heavy  duties  lay 
upon  the  War  Office  in  connection  with  warfare  in  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  that  the  department  might  very  well  leave  the  legislative  pro- 
poflals  to  be  dealt  with  in  quieter  times.  But  the  Bill  appeajred  to  be 
Toluntary  in  its  character  and  not  likely  to  cause  great  iniustice  in  any 
part  of  tne  kingdom.  If  it  facilitated  the  training  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
Volunteers,  he  thought  that  these  were  objects  which  the  House  as  a  whole 
would  be  ready  to  further  and  aid." 


Digitized  by 


324  THE  LIBBRAL  MAGAZINH. 

(1)  Mr*  Chamberlain  on  the  Sonth  African  Settlement 

«  We  liave  publicly  declared  it  to  be  oar  desire  and  intention  to  gire 

'  to  them  at  tUe  earliest  possible  moment  self-government  similar  to  mt 
enjoyed  by  our  own  colonies.  When  hon.  members  in  this  debate  hare 
spoken  of  disfranchisement  and  other  punishments,  and  have  said  that 
while  the  object  of  the  war  was  to  enfranchise  the  Uitlanders,  the  resolt 
of  the  war  would  be  to  disfranchise  the  Boers,  they  ignore  the  fact,  whkh 
they  know  perfectly  well,  that  while  for  a  period,  which  I  hope  may  be 
brief,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  country  should  be  governed  with 
large  military  forces  at  present  in  it,  yet  we  regard  that  as  only  a  temporary 
situation,  and  one  whicn  we  hope  will  be  altered  at  the  earliest  poesiUe 

•  moment. 


(2)  Sir  H.  Oampbell-Banneniian  on  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's  Motion. 

"My  hon.  friend  the  member  for  Cockermouth  {Sir  W,  Laicwm)  has 
moved  an  amendment,  and  my  hon.  friend  takes  a  very  strong  view  on  the 
whole  of  this  question.  He  goes  to  lengths  in  which  I  have  never  been 
able  to  follow  him ;  he  has,  I  believe,  again  and  again,  if  not  alwa^,  voted 
against  supplies  for  the  war — that  in  itself  shows  how  strong  a  view,  how 
extreme  a  view,  he  takes  of  the  war  and  all  its  circumstances.  I  do  not 
a^p^  with  him  in  that  extreme  view  ;  therefore  I  cannot  vote  with  my  hon. 
friend,  this  being  the  mode  he  has  adopted  of  bringing  his  opinions  to 
book.  And  I  would  venture  to  tell  him  and  those  who  are  acting 
with  him  that  I  think  they  confuse  the  point  considerably  by  raising  a 
partial  motion  of  this  lund.  I  think  that  we  should  be  better 
employed  in  seriously  discussing  the  events  that  are  happening  than 
r  in  endeavouring  to  pass  a  summary  judgment  in  this  way,  which,  as  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  himself  has  shown,  is  capable  of  being  misint^reted 
even  by  so  acute  an  observant  as  he  is.  On  the  other  hand,  when  I  look  to 
see  what  would  be  the  position  if  I  voted  against  mv  hon.  friend,  I  am 
bound  to  say  I  should  then  apparently  be  expressing  a  degree  of  confidence 
in  the  right  hon.  gentleman  which  I  am  very  far  from  possessing,  and  in 
the  policy  to  which  from  the  first  I  have  taken  exception  in  the  strongest 
manner.  Therefore  if  my  hon.  friends  think  it  right  to  go  to  a  division— 
I  hope  they  will  not  .  .  .—I  shall  al)8ent  myself  when  the  division  i» 
taken  and  not  record  a  vote  on  the  question.'* 

(a)  Sir  B.  Grey  on  the  War. 

What  we  shall  want  is  a  long,  careful  and  exhaustive  opinion  from 

«  lihose  in  ^uth  Africa  who  have  been  through  the  war  and  who  have  held 

responsible  office  and  are  really  representative  men.  When  the  Govern- 
ment are  in  a  position  to  give  us  that  we  shall  be  able  to  diacnsB  Uie 
question  of  settlement.  I  hope  I  have  made  my  position  dear.  Having 
stated,  as  I  have,  that,  though  I  deplore  the  mistakes  which  have  bett 
made  and  the  want  of  preparation,  I  nave  believed  throughout  that  this 
country  has  been  in  the  right  and  that  the  war  has  been  forced  upon  it, 
under  these  circumstances  I  see  no  reason  why  I  should  not  repeat  the 
vote  I  gave  last  October." 

(4)  Mr,  Bryce  on  the  War. 

The  reason  why  in  his  opinion  this  amendment  deserved  to  be 
supported  was  because  it  was  aimed  at  the  present  attitude  and  the  reeent 
policy  of  the  Government.  It  was  a  policy  permeated  by  a  spirit  which 
was  utterly  wrong  and  foolish.  There  was  not  a  word  in  the  speech  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  which  tended  to  satisfy  public  feeling  in  South  Africa. 
The  difficulties  there  were  enormous,  dimculties  which  would  tax  the 
wisdom  of  statesmen  for  eenerations  to  come,  and  yet  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  never  said  a  wora  about  making  those  difficulties  leas.^ 
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J «ly  24  --House  of  Lords.  AgriculturtU  Holdings  BiU 
read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by,  Lord  Cross 
and  Lord  Burghdere. 

Urban  and  Rural  Schools -Speeches  by  Lord 
Heneage  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire. 

House  of  Commons.  Companies  JSiM— Committee. 

«  25  — House  of  Commons.  Supply— The  Colonial  Vote. 

Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's  Motion  to  reduce  the 
salary  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  by  XI 00  lost  by 
208  to  52  (majority  156).  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton,  Sir  R.  Reid,  (1)  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- Banner- 
man,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  Courtney,  (3)  Sir  E. 
Grey,  and  (4)  Mr.  Bryce. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Dunmow  on  Edncatioa.  > 

„  26.^House  of  Lords.  Merchant  Shipping  {Liability 
of  Shipowners)  Bill  read  a  third  time  by 
51  to  22  (majority  29).  Speeches  by  Lord 
Halsbury,  Lord  Heneage,  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill-- 
Committee. 

County  and  Borough  Franchise 
Assimilation  {London)  BUI,  Cruelty 
to  Wild  Animals  i/n  Captivity  Bill, 
and  Prohibition  of  Eocportation  of 
Arms  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  Indian  Budget — Annual  Statement  by 
Lord  George  Hamilton.  Speeches  by  Sir 
H.  Fowler,  Sir  M.  Hicks -Beach,  and 
Mr.  Balfour.  Mr.  Souttar's  Amendment  in 
favour  of  an  Imperial  grant  for  famine^tricken 
India  lost  by  112  to  65  (majority  57).  {See 
paye  334.) 
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(1  Lord  Bosebery  on  Experts. 

*'  Then  the  noble  marquis  tells  us  we  rely  on  the  opinion  of  expert*. 
If  he  will  give  us  the  opinion  of  experts  w.e  will  rely  on  them  too.  My 
noble  friend  the  ^Secreta^  of  State  for  War  has  naade  innumerable  ittte- 
ments  in  this  House.  ...  He  has  developed  schemes  for  our  natioiia] 
defence,  but  when  he  has  been  developing  them  I  have  been  asking  mjielf 
the  Question  which  I  asked  the  noble  marquis  and  which  I  ask  your 
lordships  now — where  are  the  experts  ?  The  noble  marquis  the  Secrjivy 
of  State  for  War  c^not  be  an  expert ;  it  is  part  of  our  extraordinaiy 
policy  never  to  have  an  expert  at  the  head  of  our  naval  or  military 
services;  but  he  has  an  expert  in  that  office,  the  Field- Marshal  Gom- 
manding-in-Chief.  He  is  practised  in  oratory,  he  is  fond  of  oratory.  I  do 
not  thinic  I  am  going  too  far  in  sayinc  that  on  no  one  occasion  has  it  been 
my  good  fortune  to  see  the  noble  lora  the  Commander-in-Chief  present  to 
give  the  weight  of  his  assurance  and  support  to  the  schemes  which  were 
Being  suggested.  I  must  say  tliis,  with  all  the  deference  that  I  feel  for  the 
two  noble  marquises  and  for  my  noble  friend  the  President  of  the  Coaiicil 
of  National  Defence,  who  I  fear  is  no  exception  to  the  rule  to  which 
I  have  alluded — that  we  do  not  place  experts  at  the  head  of  our  naval  and 
military  services-  there  has  not  been  one  single  sentence  from  the  noble 
viscount  the  Commander-in-Chief  assuring  us  tnat  we  were  amply  prepared 
for  all  contingencies  in  view  of  the  facts  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  people  of 
Europe,  of  the  drain  on  our  Indian  resources,  of  the  drain  on  our  oonie 
resources,  and  the  increasing  requirements  which  events  in  the  Far  East 
are  likely  to  place  on  those  resources.  I  should  be  more  satisfied,  my 
lords,  with  one  single  sentence  from  the  noble  viscount  than  witii  a 
thousand  speeches  from  Primrose  League  orators.'* 

(2)  Lord  Kimberley  on  Lord  Kosebery^s  Proposal. 

**  But  I  think  my  noble  friend  Lord  Rosebery  was  justified  in  what  he 
said  as  regards  the  desirability  of  knowing  what  the  expert  opinion  is,  but 
I  agree  with  the  noble  marquis  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  diffsr 
from  my  noble  friend,  upon  the  point  of  whether  we  ought  to  have  tiie 
Commander-in-Chief  appearing  m  this  House  and  undertaking  duties 
which  in  my  opinion  can  only  be  discharged  by  a  responsible  Minister.  I 
should  myself,  like  my  noble  friend,  attach  the  highest  importance,  no 
doubt,  to  a  speech  made  by  the  Commander-in-Chief,  but  our  Parliamentary 
system  is  such  that  if  you  were  to  bring  experts  down  to  this  House,  and 
tney  were  to  usurp  the  position  of  the  Minister,  you  would  sap  the  verr 
foundations  upon  which  our  whole  political  arrangements  are  tmsed.  li 
the  Commander-in-Chief  comes  here  and  makes  his  statement,  the  first 
Naval  Lord  must  come  here  and  make  his  statement.  I  think  it  would  be 
impossible  for  any  Minister  to  undertake  the  conduct  of  either  the  Military 
or  the  Naval  Department  of  the  State  if  the  experts  were  to  be  set  up  afi 
the  great  authorities  in  Parliament." 

W  Mr.  AsQnith  on  the  Elementary  Education  Bill. 

"A  very  important  principle  in  connection  with  the  procedure  of  the 
House  was  involved,  and  he  was  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  was  neither 
necessary  nor  justifiable  in  the  case  of  a  Bill  of  this  kind  dealing  witii 
matters  of  detail  that  the  right  of  raising  a  question  of  principle  on  the 
report  stage  should  be  abrogated,  especially  as  the  Government  had 
succeeded  by  the  use  of  their  majority  in  the  Grand  Committee  io 
preventing  the  amendment  from  bemg  carried.  By  way  of  illustration 
ne  mentioned  that  on  the  second  clause  an  important  amendment  was  moved 
in  the  Grand  Committee,  the  object  of  which  was  to  secure  that  some  kind 
of  popular  control  should  be  available  on  the  boards  of  guardians.  That 
amendment  was  defeated  by  ten  votes  to  nine.  Thus,  on  an  important 
amendment,  the  vote  of  a  single  member  prevented  an  alteration  being 
made  in  the  Bill  in  Committee,  and  thereoy  precluded  the  great  body  d 
members  from  discussing  the  Bill  when  it  came  back  to  the  House  for  the 
subsequent  stage. " 


Digitized  by 


THB  LIBERAL  M AOAZINS.  327 

1900. 

July  27.— House  of  Lords.    Our  Home  Land  Defences. 

Speeches  by  Lord  Wem]rss,  Lord  Salisbury, 
(1)  Lord  Rosebery,  Lord  Lansdowne,  and 
t2)  Lord  Kimberley. 

Agricultural  Holdings  JBiZI— Committee. 

Tithe  Bent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill  and 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act  (1890)  Amendment  Bill  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Supplementary  Army 
Estimate  Stetement  by  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Speeches  by  Sir  C.  Dilke  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

„  30.— House  of  Lords.  Royal  assent  to  Mines  (Prohibit 
tion  of  ChUd  Labour  Underground) 
Bill,  Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scot' 
land)BiU9  Workmen^s  Compensation 
Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill,  and  County 
and  Borough  Franchise  Assimila- 
tion  (London)  Bill. 

House  of  Commons  New  War  Loan.  Statement 
by  Sir  Michael  Hicks- Beach.  (See  page  333.) 

Companies  BUI — Committee  stage  concluded. 

),  31.— House  of  Lords.  The  Assassination  of  the  King 
of  Italy.  Address  moved  by  Lord  Salisbury 
and  seconded  by  Lord  Kimberley. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Assassination  of  the 
King  of  Italy.  Address  moved  by  Mr. 
Balfour  and  seconded  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 

Elementa/ry  Education  Bill  read  a  third 
time.  Mr.  Mendl's  proposal  to  re-commit  Bill 
lost  by  137  to  90  (majority  47.)  Speeches  by  Sir 
John  Gorst,  (3)  Mr.  Asquith,  and  Sir  H. 
Fowler. 

Companies  Bill  read  a  third  time.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Bryce  and  Mr.  Ritchie. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Volunteers  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

Moneylending  ^fW— Report  Stage. 
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THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 
July,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  July. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note. — In  t^e  following  list  of  the  chief  divinons  in  the  House  of  Ootmnoni, 
^  nuwher  of  the  minority  (whether  '*  For  "  or  **  Against ")  in  a  division  is 
always  ptU  first  for  the  sake  of  convenience ,  When  the  division  is  an  ^^offieial" 
one,  (t.e.)  when  the  Oovemment  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  TeUers,  the 
word  For"  or  Against"  as  the  case  may  6«,  is  given  in  italics.  The 
nunibers  given  indxide  tfis  TeUers,] 


I. — Housing  of  the  Woeking  Classes. 
July  2nd,  1900  (Division  No,  167).— On  Mr.  ChanninK's  Motion 
to  insert  a  clause  in  the  Housing  Bill  providing  that  where  land  was 
acquired  otherwise  than  by  agreement,  no  additional  compensation 
should  be  given  to  the  vendor  in  respect  of  compulsory  purchase. 

For  98 ;  Against,  152. 

II. — Scottish  Congested  Districts. 
July  6th,  1900  (Division  No.  183).— On  Mr.  Hedderwick's  Motion 
to  reduce  the  vote  for  the  Congested  Districts  Board  as  a  protest 
against  the  proceedings  and  Report  of  that  Board. 

For,  69 ;  Against,  128. 

AGRICULTURAL   HOLDINGS  BILL. 
III. — Compensation  fob  Disturbance. 
July  lOtK,  1900  (Division  No,  200).— On  Mr.  Channing's  MotioD 
to  insert  a  clause  providing  compensation  for  disturbance,  thos 
ensuring  security  and  protection  for  the  farmer. 

For,  113 ;  Against,  209. 

IV. — Cboptees*  Improvements. 
July  10th,  1900  (Division  No.  201).— On  Mr.  Gordon's  Motion  to 
insert  a  clause  with  the  object  of  extending  the  Act  to  Crofters' 
improvements  in  non-crofting  counties. 

For,  125;  Against,  198. 
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V.  — Arbitration. 
July  11th,  1900  (Division  No.  207.) —On  Mr.  Buchanan^s  Amend- 
Toent  to  secure  that  there  should  be  no  alternative  to  the  single 
arbitrator. 

For,  79  ;  Against,  191. 

VI.— Inclusion  op  Scotland. 

July  12th,  1900  (Division  No,  212).— On  Mr.  Buchanan's  Motion 
to  exclude  Scotland  from  the  Bill. 

For,  108 ;  Against,  224. 


VII. — Lead  and  Phosphorus  Poisoning. 

July  13th,  1900  (Division  No.  217).— On  Sir  Charles  Dilke's 
Motion  to  reduce  the  Salary  of  the  Home  Secretary  as  a  protest 
against  the  inactivity  of  the  Government  in  dealing  thoroughly  with 
the  question  of  lead  poisoning  in  the  potteries  and  phosphorus 
poisoning  in  match  making. 

For,  63;  Against,  95. 

VIII. — TiTHB  Rbnt-Chargb  (Ireland)  Bill. 

July  16th,  1900  (Division  No.  223).— On  the  Motion  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill. 

Against,  76  ;  For,  112. 

IX. — Voluntbrrs  Bill. 

July  23rd,  1900  (Division  No.  231).— On  Captain  Sinclair's  Motion 
to  omit  Clause  1  which  declared  Volunteers  liable  to  be  called  out  in 
case  of  ''imminent  national  danger  or  great  emergency,'' instead  of, 
af  under  the  pi'esent  law,  in  case  of  *'  actual  or  apprehended  invasion." 

For,  64  ;  Against,  129. 

X. — Colonial  Oppicb  Policy. 

July  25th,  1900  (Division  No.  242).— On  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson's 
Motion  to  reduce  the  Salary  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  by  £100. 

For,  54 ;  Against,  210. 

XI. — The  Indian  Famine. 

July  26th,  1900  (Division  No.  244).— On  Mr.  Souttar's  Motion  to 
increase  the  Imperial  free  grant  to  India  from  £3,000,000  to 
£5,000,000,  ''to  assist  in  meeting  this  unprecedented  calamity." 

F(yr,  67  ;  Against,  112. 
XII. — Elementary  Education  Bill. 

July  3l8t,  1900  (Division  No.  252).— On  Mr.  Mendl's  Motion 
^That  the  Bill  be  re-committed  in  respect  of  Clauses  1  and  2." 

For,  92 ;  Against,  139. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


The  darkness  thickens.    Nobody  even  pi-e 
The  Appeal  to     tends  to  be  cheerful.    The  outlook  is  too  tre 
THE  Country.       mendous.    The  Western  World  has  just  been 
invited  by  the  Gorman  Emperor  in  language  of 
indescribable  barbarity  to  fling  itself  upon  the  Far  East,  in  order  to 
introduce,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  blessings  of  Civilisation  and 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  to  four  hundred  millions  of  people,  who  for 
countless  thousands  of  years  have  believed  themselves  to  be  already  in 
possession  of  all  sound  learning  and  the  only  true  religion.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  already  borrowed  more  than  three 
million  pounds  sterling  wherewith  to  start  upon  an  enterprise  whichi 
before  it  is  finished  (if  indeed  it  ever  can  be  finished)  will  probably  cost 
us  more  than  did  our  struggle  with  Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

Nor  can  it  truthfully  be  alleged  that  the  horizon  in  South  Africa 
is  lit  by  any  single  gleam  of  assured  hope.  It  is  easy  to  breathe  a 
prayer,  a  platform  prayer,  that  a  stubborn  and  fruitful  race,  who 
believed  themselves  to  be  dominant  as  well,  will  take  their  thrashing 
and  the  destruction  of  their  independence  with  a  cheerful  good  nature, 
and  that  before  long  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State  (to  call 
them  for  the  last  time  by  their  old  names)  will  be  inhabited  by  a  loyal 
and  contented  population.  But  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  the  man  on  the 
spot,  knows  the  situation  too  well  to  show  any  such  hope.  His  heart 
is  heavy  within  him. 

West  Africa  is  proving  itself  as  difficult  to  handle  as  South  Africa, 
and  long  before  we  have  even  begun  to  pay  off  the  seventy  millions 
President  Kruger  has  already  cost  us,  we  shall  have  begun  ladling  oat 
more  millions  to  establish  by  warlike  operations  the  "  Pax  Britannica" 
in  West  Africa. 

Look  where  you  will — ^you  can  see  nothing  but  fresh  fields  of 
expenditure. 

Bad  trade  is  advancing  upon  us  with  steady  steps.  The  price  of 
coal,  the  cost  of  freights,  a  disorganised  cotton  trade,  idle  mills,  dis- 
charged hands — grim  things  these ;  and  already  are  they  the  topici 
of  men's  talk. 

And  in  the  midst  of  all  this,  her  Majesty's  Ministers  are  thinking 
of  nothing  but  of  an  appeal  to  the  country.  What  about,  one  wonders ! 
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Is  the  country  to  be  asked  to  approve  of  the  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain before  the  war  and  the  administration  of  Lord  Lansdowne 
after  it] 

The  bravery  of  our  common  soldiers,  who,  again  and  again  repulsed, 
have  again  and  again  taken  the  field,  and  the  good  generalship  of 
Lord  Roberts,  have  together  saved  us  from  disasters  too  terrible 
composedly  to  contemplate.  What  have  her  IViajesty's  Ministers  saved 
us  homl 

Mr.  Chamberlain  may  beat  the  big  drum  with  a  vigorous  hand,  but 
he  will  live  in  history  as  the  foolish  man  who  thought  Kruger  would 
not  fight;  and,  as  for  Lord  Lansdowne,  the  truest  kindness  to  so 
inefficient  a  nobleman  is  to  try  hard  to  forget  that  he  is  responsible  for 
five  wasted  years  at  the  War  Office. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  the  General  Election  it  will  not  be 
a  verdict  of  "  Well  done — good  and  faithful  servants." 


As  is  natural,  the  date  of  the  General 
The  Date  of  the    Election  is  still  a  subject  of  supreme  interest  to 
General  Election,   politicians,  in  particular  to  M.P.s,  actual  and 
prospective.    Sir  Henry  Howorth  wrote  to  the 
Times  on  July  13th  a  letter  in  which  he  argued  against  a  khaki 
election  : — 

**It  is  obvious,  then,  if  the  object  of  an  election  is  to  score  a  great  party 
advantage,  regardless  of  all  other  considerations,  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to 
be  said  for  what  is  called  a  khaki  election— an  election  which  shall  be  fought 
not  on  general  politics,  but  on  *  the  war '  as  an  issue.  *  For  the  soldier  as 
against  the  soldier,'  is  an  alternative  which  it  is  thought  under  present  con- 
ditions can  have  only  one  answer  from  the  constituencies.  While  the  flare  of 
the  war,  which  has  been  a  popular  war  on  the  whole,  is  still  a  force,  it  is 
thousht  by  many  that  the  Tory  party  will  sweep  the  constituencies.  This 
may  be  so,  or  it  may  not.  1  say  it  may  not  advisedly,  for  it  is  by  no  meanp 
certain  that  the  issue  will  be  put  in  that  crude  way  to  the  country.  There 
«re  a  great  many  rumblings  of  discontent  in  the  electorate  about  what  is 
thought  to  have  been  blundering  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  commanders, 
blundering  on  the  part  of  the  War  Office,  and  more  especially  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  War  Office,  which  may  easily  grow  into  a  widespread 
demand  for  retribution  upon  somebody,  and  that  somebody  has  in  previous 
cases,  often  most  inconveniently,  been  the  Government  of  the  day.  There 
»re  questions,  too,  which  are  dangerous  election  questions,  among  them  the 
discipline  of  the  Church,  for  instance.  I  only  speak  of  what  everybody 
knows.  On  the  other  hand,  the  notion  of  a  khaki  election  is  not  to  the  taste 
of  all  of  us,  nor  is  the  consequent  sweeping  out  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
cvCTy  moderate  politician  who  is  not  ardently  for  the  war  a  thing  to  be 
desired  on  its  own  account.  Such  an  election  does  not  promise  an  improve- 
ment in  the  persofiuel  of  the  House,  which  is  already  more  irresponsible  and 
casual  and  cosmopolitan  and  unversed  in  real  politics  than  we  like  to  confess. 
I  am  not  sure  that  any  serious  man  wishes  to  see  the  party  in  power  stronger 
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than  it  is  at  present.  What  we  need  most  is  a  strong  and  responsibld 
Opposition.  How  that  is  to  be  assisted  by  a  purely  khaki  election  I  don't 
know. 

**  Let  us  now  look  at  another  side  of  the  question.  We  have  two  great 
wars  on  our  hands,  or  rather,  perhaps,  one  great  war  and  a  very  gieat 
imbroglio.  We  are  not  fighting  the  former  alone,  but  for  the  first  time  in 
our  history  in  alliance  with  our  colonies.  In  regard  to  the  latter  there  are  t 
very  great  many  international  questions  involved  which  may  develop 
into  most  serious  difficulties  unless  a  firm  and  experienced  band  holds  tlie 
rudder.  Is  it  wise  or  right  or  prudent  under  these  conditions  to  throw  tiie 
House  of  Commons  into  the  meltinff  pot  for  no  reason  under  HeaTen 
except  to  sain  a  party  advantage?  Is  it  what  the  colonies  expect 
from  us?  Is  it  what  a  Tory  Minister  like  Wellington  or  I^eel  would 
have  dreamt  of  doins?  Is  it  likely  to  increase  the  authority  of  our 
Foreim  Office  in  deaung  with  foreign  Powers?  Is  there  a  reputable 
precedent  anywhere  for  such  a  step,  when  the  Oovemment  is  supported  bj 
an  unbroken  majority  of  160  votes,  when  there  are  no  signs  of  internal 
disintegration,  and  when  so  many  reasons  converge  upon  the  advisability  of 
the  election  being  postponed  until  after  our  great  chief  has  settled  (at  all 
events  inprinciple)  what  is  to  be  done  with  the  two  great  difficulties  of  the 
hour  ?  Tne  English  people  do  not  like  the  interests  of  this  country  to  be 
made  into  dice  for  political  gamesters  to  play  merely  personal  games  witL 
There  may  be  reasons  of  personal  ambition  and  of  personal  aggrandisement 
which  are  involved  in  a  speedy  and  an  instant  appeal  to  the  constituencies. 
Such  a  course  is  very  popular  with  men  who  loot  forward  to  enjoying  their 
seats  for  another  lon^  spell  (and  especially  if  their  seats  are  on  the  front 
bench),  and  meanwhile  to  get  a  renewal  of  their  lease  on  very  easy  terms. 
These  two  reasons  may  be  good  ones  and  they  may  prevail.  I  venture 
to  think  there  are  better  ones  on  the  other  side.  Another  Parliament  may, 
and  perhaps  inevitably  must,  mean  some  great  personal  changes.  One  of 
them  we  all  dread — namely,  the  |)ossible  retirement  from  the  arena  of  the 
one  English  politician  who  has  established  a  claim  to  the  confidence  of  men 
in  England  and  abroad  for  his  wisdom  and  moderation.  We  who  hold  that 
view  most  strongly,  most  strongly  also  would  wish  to  see  the  appeal  to  the 
country  postponed  until  the  horizon  is  less  loaded  with  clouds.  It  will  be 
better  for  the  country.  I  think  also  it  will  in  the  long  run  be  infinitely 
better  for  the  Tory  party." 

An  excellent  letter,  in  which  the  real  points  are  clearjy  and  cogently 
put.  Mr.  Sydney  Gedge,  on  the  other  hand,  solemnly  argued  (as  Sir 
Fortescue  Flannery  has  done)  that  it  would  almost  be  indecent  to  pro- 
pound a  settlement  in  South  Africa  without  taking  the  opinion  of  ^ 
country  on  it.  Sir  H.  M.  Meysey-Thompson,  on  July  19th,  urged  that 
trade  considerations  demanded  a  speedy  dissolution : — 

I  believe  we  are  all  agreed  that  an  expected  but  long  deferred  dissolu- 
tion  of  Parliament  has  a  very  depressing  influence  on  trade. 

**  The  troubles  in  China,  together  with  a  probable  reaction  after  the  late 
extreme  activity  in  trade,  are  certain  to  furnish  sufficient  causes  for  depres- 
sion during  the  next  twelve  months  without  our  adding  to  them  unnecessarily. 

**  In  other  words,  I  believe  that  a  speedy  election  would  be  an  advantage 
to  British  trade  and  manufacture,  and  that  a  long  delayed  one  would  be  an 
injury  to  them." 

But  why  should  the  election  have  been  expected  at  all  just  now,  but 
for  the  desperate  anxiety  of  the  Khakiites  to  ride  back  into  power 
again  on  Lord  Roberts^s  shoulders  1 
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The  prolongation  of  the  war  in  South 
Thb  Budget.       Africa  and  the  crisis  in  China  has  made  it 
Reyisbd  Version,    necessary  to  make  very  serious  alterations  in 
the  estimated  Balance-Sheet  for  1900-1901. 
Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  presented  his  Supplemental  Budget  on 
July  29th,  and  using  the  figures  he  gave  then  we  can  now  construct 
the  following  balance-sheet  (the  new  items  are  given  in  italics) : — 

THE  BALANCE-SHEET  FOR  1900-1901. 
Receipts. 

Ordinary  Revenue     115,353,000 

Additional  Taxation    12,167,000 

Treasury  Bills  to  be  renewed    £8,000,000 

New  Treasury  Bills    5,000,000 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000,  but  issued  at 

98 J  per  cent  and  producing  only       ...  29,550,000 
To  he  raised  by  War  Loariy  Exchequer 
Bend,  or  Treasury  Bill,  at  Chancellor  oj 
Bxchequer^s  option    13,000,000 


Total  borrowing    55,550,000 

Total  receipts   £183,070,000 

Expenditure. 

£ 

Deficit  from  1899-1900    13,882,000 

Estimated  expenditure  in  April,  1900  (taking  into 
account  the  suspension  of  the  payment  off  of  Ter- 
minable Annuities  to  the  amount  of  £4,640,000  and 

a  sum  of  £619,000  for  interest  on  the  War  Loan)   ...  150,061,000 

Provision  for  military  and  naval  contingencies   5,000,000 


Supplementcay  Estimatee  : 

South  African  War  , 
China  ... 

Ashantee  Expedition  . 
Army  ... 
Navy  


£7,500,000 
3,000,000 
200,000 
1,000,000 
1,250,000 


12,950,000 


£181,893,000 

Estimated  Prospective  Surplus  1900-1901    1,177,000 

Total  Expenditure  £183,070,000 
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We  can  now  also  revise  our  figures  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
war: — 

I. — What  the  War  Costs. 


1st  Supplementary  Army  Estimate  (October,  1899) 
2nd  „  „  {Februa/ry,  1900) 

Past  interest  on  Treasury  Bills    . . . 
Increase  of  Army  Estimates 
Future  interest  on  Treasury  Bills 

Interest  on  War  Loan   

Supplementary  Eeiimate  (Jtdy,  1900) 
Provision  for  Naval  and  Military  Contingencies 


II. — How  THE  Money  is  to  be  Raised. 

1.  To  he  raised  by  Taxation. 

£ 

Part  of  Normal   Realised  Surplus 

(1899-1900)    7,526,000 

New  Taxation    12,167,000 

Sinking  Fund  Suspension  in  1900- 

1901    4,640,000 

2.  To  be  raised  by  Borrowing. 

Treasury  Bills    13,000,000 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000  issued  at 
98j^  per  cent.,  and  therefore  pro- 
ducing an  actual  sum  of         ...  29,550,000 

Fresh  borrowing  {July,  1900)         ...  1,500,000 


10,000,000 
13,000,000 
217.000 
37,797,000 
250,000 
619,000 
7,500,000 
5,000,000 

£74,383,000 


24,333,000 


50,050,000 


£74,383,000 

In  round  figures  the  minimum  cost  of  the  war  is  75  millions. 


Lord  George  Hamilton  made  his  Indum 
The  Indian        Budget  statement  on  July  26th.    It  is  hardly 
Budget.  necessary  to  say  that  the  serious  nature  of  the 

famine  overshadows  everything  else,  as  can  be 
seen  from  the  following: — 

Year  of  Famine.        Square  Miles  Affected.  Number  Affected. 

1876    205,000    36,000,000 

1896    275,000    52,000,000 

1900    420,000    62,000,000 

Lord  George  Hamilton  was  knost  sympathetic  in  what  he  said,  and  we 
are  glad  to  know  that  his  tribute  to  the  officials  who  are  fighting  the 
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famine  is  well  deserved,  but  he  declined  on  behalf  of  the  Government 
to  make  an  Imperial  grant.  That  is,  we  think,  to  be  regretted. 
Everybody  knows  the  arguments  that  can  be  advanced  against  it — the 
danger  that  it  may  be  made  into  a  precedent  being  the  most  serious. 
But  exceptional  circumstances  demand  exceptional  treatment.  Lord 
George  Hamilton  himself  said  : — 

**In  certain  quarters  it  is  suggested  that,  because  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment in  exceptional  circumstances  have  allowed  a  certain  number  of  the 
^tx>p6  of  their  establishment  to  go  to  South  Africa  and  China,  the  Indian 
establishments  must  be  in  excess  of  the  requirements.  The  emergency, 
however,  was  in  both  cases  altogether  exceptional,  and  the  Indian  Govern- 
ment were  perfectly  justified  under  the  circumstances  in  doing  what  they 
did.  Because  in  abnormal  circumstances  we  ran  a  risk,  it  is  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  when  afiairs  return  to  a  normal  condition  we  should  still 
continue  to  run  that  risk." 

If  it  is  safe  in  one  set  of  exceptional  circumstances,  to  reduce  our 
military  strength  in  India,  why  should  it  not  be  equally  safe  in  even 
more  exceptional  circumstances  of  another  kind  to  give  her  an 
Imperial  grant  1    The  case  for  it  was  thus  put  by  Sir  Henry  Fowler : — 

"There  should  be  a  payment  made  by  Great  Britain  to  her  great 
dependency  to  help  her  in  this  great  calamity.  You  may  say  India  does  not 
need  it.  But  sympathy  is  a  strong  force  in  human  afi&lrs.  Sentiment  is  a 
strong  force  in  human  afl&iirs.  We  have  recently  received  strong  marks  of 
sympathy  from  India  and  our  colonies.  There  are  two  sides  to  this,  and  if 
we  receive  expressions  of  sympathy  from  India  and  the  colonies  we  must  be 
prepared  in  return  to  give  expression  of  sjniipathy  when  the  time  arrives.  A 
great  Indian  Prince,  the  Maharaja  of  Gwalior,  has  recently  offered  to  fit  out 
a  hospital  ship  for  the  use  of  the  British  Grovemment  in  China.  I  suppose 
if  that  great  Indian  Prince  had  not  come  forWard  a  hospital  ship  would  not 
have  been  wanting,  but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  this 
expression  of  *^rmpathy  from  that  great  Indian  Prince  to  the  mother  country 
will  be  recognised  and  admired  far  more  than  its  intrinsic  value.  If  the 
Government  had  been  prei>ared,  not  as  a  matter  of  dry  finance,  to  say  to 
India,  *  You  are  in  financial  difficulties,  and  we  will  reheve  you,'  and  the 
people  of  this  country,  tlirough  their  representatives  in  Parliament,  had 
said,  *  We  will  vote  India  a  sum  of  money  to  aid  her  in  her  calamity  as  an 
exprmion  of  our  national  sympathy  in  addition  to  private  charity,'  I 
believe  that,  as  a  matter  of  State  pohcy,  it  would  have  been  one  of  the 
wisest  things  the  Imperial  Government  could  have  done.  These  perpetual 
appeals  to  the  charitable  section  of  the  English  public — I  find  no  fault — 
are  only  responded  to  by  a  limited  class,  and  the  same  class  who  give  for  the 
relief  of  the  soldier,  sailor,  the  suffering,  and  hospitals,  whether  in  India  or 
elsewhere.  But  there  is  a  great  mass  of  wealthy  people  in  this  country  who 
give  to  nothing.  It  is  only  right  and  fair  that  they,  deriving  advantages 
from  this  great  relationship  between  us  and  our  colonies  and  India,  should 
take  their  share,  as  part  of  the  nation,  in  doing  what  I  beheve  the  nation 
would  desire  to  have  done.  Whether  the  Secretary  for  India  asks  for  a 
large  or  a  small  sum,  and  whether  he  terms  it  a  loan  without  interest  or  a 
grant,  the  handsomer,  the  more  generous,  and  spontaneous  it  is,  it  will  be 
oetter  appreciated  and  approved  by  the  people  of  this  country,  and  will  be 
acceptea  in  the  same  spirit  by  the  people  of  India." 

It  is  really  remarkable  how  very  "  correct "  Ministers  become  when 
what  is  asked  for  is  not  a  new  dole  to  a  class  but  a  grant  to  India. 
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Lord  George  Hamilton — who  once  confided  to  his  Tory  friends  at 
luncheon  that  it  was  to  "  safeguard  and  protect  the  interests  of  oar 
friends  "  that  Ministers  have  acted  throughout — said  : — 

We  live  in  a  time  when  public  expenditure  is  the  fashion.  There  seems 
to  be  no  class  of  expenditure  to  which  a  large  portion  of  members  of  the 
House  are  not  ready  to  give  their  assent,  and  it  is  a  very  hard  task  when 
there  is  this  craving  for  expenditure  for  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in 
England,  with  the  taxpayer  at  his  back,  to  prevent  expenditure  advancing  by 
leaps  and  bounds." 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  took  the  same  line  and  so  did  Mr.  Balfour:— 
I  am  one  of  those  who  watch  with  considerable  alarm  the  growth  of 
expenditure  we  have  to  view  already." 

We  should  have  more  respect  for  this  severe  financial  correctitude  if 
it  had  been  thought  of  before.  Coming  after  a  yearly  series  of  doles 
to  the  "  friends  "  of  Toryism,  it  is  singularly  unimpressive. 


It  is  a  point  of  honour  of  the  (Government 
The  1900         whatever  the  Parliamentary  exigencies  may 
Dole.  be,  to  give  at  least  one  dole  every  year.  In 

a  Session  when  Mr.  Balfour  has  declined  to 
grant  any  facilities  for  the  passing  into  law  of  a  measure  which 
would  have  prevented  young  children  being  sent  to  public-houses, 
and  so  have  kept  them  from  the  temptations  connected  therewith, 
several  days  have  been  spent  in  passing  into  law  the  Tithe 
Rent  -  Charge  (Ireland)  Bill.  The  provisions  of  this  measure 
have  already  been  set  out  in  the  Magazine  for  March  (on  page 
85).  Briefly  it  rips  open  the  settlement  arrived  at  in  1872,  provides 
for  the  future  that  rent-charge  shall  vary  as  the  price  of  rent 
instead  of  as  the  price  of  com,  and  in  the  result  takes  from  the 
annual  income  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund  a  sum  estimated  at  J&50,000  a 
year.  This  is  a  Bill  for  which  the  Irish  landowners  long  wished,  and 
possibly  it  is  now  given  to  signalise  the  accession  to  the  ranks  of  the 
Government  of  two  such  prominent  Irish  Unionists  as  Lord  London- 
derry and  Sir  E.  H.  Carson.  The  case  against  the  Bill  was  so  admirably 
set  out  by  Mr.  Asquith  on  the  third  reading  that  we  reprint  it  here 
verbatim  : — 

The  English  and  Scottish  members  of  the  House  have  been  content  for 
the  most  part  to  leave  the  discussion  of  this  measure  to  hon.  gentlemen  who 
come  from  the  other  side  of  St.  George's  Channel ;  and  if  the  Bill  were 
confined  in  most  of  its  provisions  to  the  question  of  lay  tithe,  mischievous 
as  I  beUeve  them  to  be  in  principle  and  indefensible  in  methods,  I  for  one 
should  have  been  satisfied  with  recording  a  silent  vote  against  the  third 
reading 

Tithe — Lay  and  Ecclesiastical. 
Lay  tithe  always  has  been,  and  is  still,  a  valuable  property.  It  is  for  Uie 
most  part,  at  any  rate,  a  payment  made  by  one  set  of  private  persons  to 
another  ;  and  any  scheme  of  readjustment  is  a  matter  in  wnich  the  taxpayers 
of  Great  Britain  have  little  direct  concern.  But  when  we  come  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  which  deal  with  the  ecclesiastical  tithe  they  present  a 
totally  different  aspect.    The  admitted  efiiect — ^and  I  take  my  stand  on  the 
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statements  made  by  the  Chief  Secretary — of  the  provisions  of  this  Bill  in  so 
ar  as  ecclesiastical  tithe  is  concerned  is  that  they  will  involve  a  considerable 
immediate  and  a  much  larger  prospective  encroachment  on  the  funds  of  the 
Irish  Church,  a  fund  created  by  the  Legislature  for  the  administration  of 
which  it  cannot  divest  itself  of  the  responsibility,  which  was  solemnly 
dedicated  by  Parliament  to  the  relief  of  unavoidable  calamity  and  suffering, 
and  which  is  at  this  moment  the  only  security  for  the  very  large  advances 
made  at  the  risk  of  the  Imperial  taxpayer  out  of  the  Imperial  Exchequer. 

The  Ibish  Chukch  Fund. 
**  The  Irish  Church  Fund  will  be  invaded  and  will  be  curtailed  in  two 
distinct  ways  if  this  measure  passes  into  law.  In  the  first  place,  where  tithe 
rent-charge  has  been  in  effect  redeemed,  the  Bill  proposes  to  reduce  the 
number  of  years  during  which  the  purchase  of  an  annuity  has  to  run,  from 
52  to  45  years  with  the  acknowledged  consequence  that  after  a  certain  lapse 
of  time  there  will  i>e  a  loss  to  the  capital  value  of  the  Church  Fund 
approachiuK  1^  million.  How  was  the  term  of  52  years  originally  fixed  ? 
It  was  fixed  by  the  Irish  Church  Act  of  1869,  and  when  the  proposal  was 
made  by  Mr.  Gladstone  that  the  Irish  tithe-payer — which,  of  course,  means 
practically  the  Irish  landlord — should  be  flowed  to  redeem  this  perpetual 
amiual  charge  by  an  annuity  spread  over  52  years,  it  was  indignantly 
denounced,  and  by  no  one  with  more  vehemence  than  by  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  not  because  it  imposed  an  undue  burden  upon  the 
Irish  landlord,  but  because  it  involved  a  scandalous  injustice  to  the  Irish 
Chmx^  It  was  said  by  the  right  hon.  sentleman  that  it  was  a  unique  com- 
bination of  sacrilege  and  bribery — sacrilege,  because  it  proposed  to  divert  an 
ecdesiastacal  fund  to  the  relief  of  the  msh  landlords ;  bribery,  because  it 
proposed  by  that  act  of  sacrilege  to  conciliate  and  buy  off  the  opposition  of 
the  landlords  to  the  disestablishment  of  the  Church.  Three  years  later,  in 
1872,  when  there  had  been  the  amplest  opportunity  for  all  parties  to  consider 
the  position,  and  if  need  be,  revise  it,  the  arrangement  of  1869  with  regard 
to  the  redemption  of  tithe,  and  the  number  of  years  over  which  the  annuity 
was  to  be  spread,  was  deliberately  renewed  by  Mr.  Gladstone. 


And  now,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than  30  years,  when  the  land  had 
changed  hands  over  and  over  again,  when  those  who  were  responsible  as 
public  trustees  for  the  administration  of  the  Church  Fund  had  the  best 
right  to  believe  that  thev  had  a  permanent  basis  of  settlement.  Parliament  is 
asked  to  set  the  bargain  aside.  And  upon  what  plea?  Upon  the  most 
unsubstantial  and  illusory  plea  I  have  ever  heard  advanced  in  a  serious 
discussion — ^namely,  that  not  only  the  parties  immediately  concerned,  the 
landlords  on  the  one  side  and  the  representatives  of  the  Church  on  the  other, 
but  the  Executive  Government  of  the  day  and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
were,  first  in  1869  and  asain  in  1872,  the  victims  of  a  clerical  blunder.  I 
should  very  much  like  to  know  what  would  have  been  said  if,  instead  of  the 
proposal  being  to  reduce  the  term  of  52  years  to  45  years,  it  was,  in 
consequence  of  the  change  in  the  rate  of  interest  and  the  value  of  money,  to 
Taise  the  term  from  52  years  to  75  years  ?  Hon.  members  opposite  would 
come  down  to  the  House  clothed  in  the  panoply  of  landlord  logic  and  declare 
that  a  more  iniquitous  interference  with  the  rights  of  property  had  never 
been  suggested,  and  the  very  foundations  of  the  House  would  have  been 
rocked  by  the  storm  of  indignation  which  the  proposal  would  have  aroused. 

The  Vabiation  of  Tithe, 
More  mischievous  in  principle,  and  certainly  not  less  injurious  in  the 
result,  is  the  second  proposal — ^tne  project  to  make  the  annual  payment  of 
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eocleBiastioAl  tithe  to  vary  according  to  the  scale  of  judicial  rents.  I  must 
point  out  to  the  House  the  fact  that  prior  to  1872  ecclesiastical  tithe,  like  Uy 
tithe,  was  a  variable  quantity  ;  but  in  1872  ecclesiastical  tithe  was  by  the 
deliberate  act  of  Parliament  transformed  into  a  fixed  annual  payment.  Am 
I  to  be  told  that  that  was  not  a  bargain  ?  I  gather  from  some  statements 
which  fell  from  the  Chief  Secretary  that  he  is  prepared  to  dispute  that 
proposition  on  the  extraordinary  and,  indeed,  unintelligible  ground  that  there 
was  hardly  any  debate  on  the  Bill  of  1872  during  its  passage  through 
Parliament.  I  say,  on  the  contrary,  that  in  the  fact  that  this  proposil, 
completely  transforming  the  character  of  ecclesiastical  tithe,  passed  in 
comparative  silence  through  both  Houses  you  have  the  best  possible  prot)f 
that  the  two  parties  concerned — the  trustees  of  the  Church  Fund  and  the 
tithe-payers — had  by  negotiations  come  to  an  agreement  which  they  proposed 
should  be  ratified  in  the  form  of  a  solemn  statute. 

The  Deliberate  Bargain  of  1872. 
•*  And  there  was  every  good  reason  why  both  sides  should  have  arrived  at 
such  an  arrangement.  On  the  one  side  the  administrators  of  the  Church 
Fund  thought  it  was  an  enormous  advantage  to  them  to  have  a  fixed  income 
which  they  could  forecast  five  or  six  years  in  advance,  instead  of  an  income 
which  was  always  fluctuating  according  to  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce. 
On  the  other  side,  the  landlords  had  a  very  good  reason  for  entering  into  the 
bargain,  for  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce  had  been  rising  for  four  <>r 
five  years  before  1872,  and  there  was  every  reason  to  expect  that  the  prices 
would  CO  on  rising.  Therefore  a  fixed  charge  on  the  land  would  be  more 
favourable  to  them  than  a  varying  tithe.  Whatever  are  the  reasons  which 
influenced  the  minds  of  the  two  parties  to  this  arrangement,  the  arrangement 
was  made  and  sanctioned  by  Parliament,  and  it  has  lasted  for  thirty  years. 
Why  is  it  to  be  ripped  up  ?  What  is  the  emergency  ?  What  the  justification 
for  rescinding  after  an  interval  of  twenty -eight  years  a  solemn  statutory  com- 
promise ?  The  Government  are  well  adiHised  in  not  defending  the  proposal 
on  the  ground  of  the  fall  in  prices.  For  the  rise  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
fall  on  the  other  of  agricultural  prices  are  the  very  changes  to  guard  against 
which  this  statutory  arrangement  was  made.  Supposing  prices  had  con- 
tinuously risen  and  the  Government  had  proposed  to  tear  up  the  bargain  as 
injurious  to  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  what  would  have  been  the  indignation 
of  the  landlords  !  In  truth  this  proposal  to  relieve  the  Irish  tithepayer  of 
the  sum  which  he  had  contracted  to  pay  is  but  the  culmination  and  the 
climax  of  a  series  of  measures  for  which  this  Parliament  is  responsible — for 
the  subvention  and  relief  of  particular  classes  and  interests  at  the  expense  of 
the  community  at  large. 

The  Annual  "Doles." 
"The  series  began  in  1896,  when  the  English  and  Scotch  landlords  were 
relieved  of  half  their"  rates.  It  continued  in  1897,  when  a  large  bounty  was 
given  to  denominational  schools  to  enable  them  to  compete  in  the  race  with 
the  Board  schools.  It  was  developed  in  1898  when  the  Irish  landlords,  in 
order  to  buy  that  assent,  which  is  not  to  be  bought  with  money,  to  a  scheme 
for  the  establishment  of  local  government  in  Iniland,  which  Lord  Salisbury 
prophetically  denounced  as  even  worse  than  Home  Rule,  were  relieved  of 
then:  half  of  the  poor  rate.  In  1899 — these  things  occur  under  the  preeent 
dispensation  with  the  monotonous  regularity  of  the  seasons — there  was  the 

groposal  to  relieve  the  ecclesiastical  tithe  receivers.  Now  in  1900,  lest  any 
ession  of  Parliament  should  be  left  undistinguished  by  one  of  these  enter- 
prises in  which  a  particular  interest  is  championed  by  the  Executi?e 
Government  and  by  the  Parliamentary  majority  of  the  day  as  against  the 
community  at  large,  we  have  the  proposal  to  relieve  the  tiUiepayer. 
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The  Featuke  of  the  1900  Dole. 
Yes,  but  this  Bill,  although  it  has  in  common  with  its  predecessors  the 
common  characteristic  of  relieving  one  class  at  the  expense  of  the  whole,  has 
one  development  on  which  I  must  congratulate  the  Government — a  pecidiar 
feature  of  ics  own.  Hitherto  in  1896,  1897,  1898,  and  1899,  when  you  have 
been  granting  these  doles  and  endowments  to  particular  classes — listening  to 
the  cries  of  tne  unfortunate  or  rather  satisfying  the  claims  of  the  importunate 
—you  have  in  relieving  your  privileged  class  of  the  burden  which  it  previously 
had  to  bear  made  good  to  the  fund  depleted  the  loss  which  it  would  have 
sustained.  You  have  made  it  good  out  of  the  Imperial  taxation  or  the  local 
rates.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  suggest  that  the  deficiency  that  is  going  to  be 
created  in  the  Irish  Church  Fund  oy  the  operation  of  this  Bill  should  be  met 
by  Imperial  taxation.  That  is  not  my  proposition.  I  denounce  the  whole 
thing  as  an  injustice,  and  as  absolutely  unnecessary  and  inexcusable. 

The  Sacredness  of  Property. 
But  the  fact  remains  that  this  is  the  first  occasion  that  the  State  has 
come  and  said  as  between  two  persons,  the  one  of  whom  was  a  debtor  and 
the  other  a  creditor,  the  one  bound  to  pay  to  the  other  by  agreement  and  by 
statute  in  perpetuity  £100  a  year — has  come  and  said  to  the  debtor,  '  How 
much  owest  tiiou?*  •  *A  hundred  pounds.'  *  Write  it  down  £75.'  And 
that  without  a  halfpenny  of  compensation,  remember,  to  the  creditor,  whose 
income  for  all  time  to  come  is  reduced  by  25  per  cent.  At  any  rate,  that 
proposal  may  have,  and  I  think  ought  to  have,  one  result — it  ought  to  clear 
not  only  our  minds  but  our  debates  of  the  cant — for  cant  it  has  become — 
about  the  inviolate  sacredness  of  property.  I  venture  to  warn  hon.  gentle- 
men who  sit  on  that  side  of  the  House,  and  who  are  going  to  vote  for  the 
third  readily  of  this  Bill,  that  they  are  estopped  by  tne  vote  that  they  are 
going  to  give  to-night  from  ever  protesting  again  on  the  ground  of  principle 
against  any  invasion  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  of  proprietary  rights.  I 
do  not  know  myself  any  clearer  case  of  what  the  Romans  used  to  call  the 
nova  iabidce  in  the  whole  history  of  confiscation.    How  has  that  come  about  ? 

The  Analogy  of  Mortoaoes. 
''One  of  my  hon.  friends,  I  think  the  hon.  member  for  the  Border  Burghs, 
in  the  debate  on  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  pointed  out  that  there  had 
not  been  a  single  argument  used  in  support  of  this  measure,  in  support,  that 
is  to  say,  of  the  diminution  of  the  statutory  payment  chargeable  to  the  tithe- 
payers  in  tJiis  case,  that  could  not  be  used  with  equal  force  in  favour  of 
cutting  down  both  the  interest  and  principal  of  mortgages.  What  is  the 
difference  in  point  of  principle  between  the  claim  of  a  mortgagee  in  the  case 
of  a  private  contract,  and  the  claim  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund  in  this  case  ? 
There  is  no  difference  in  point  of  principle. 

The  Parties  to  the  Bargain. 
"  Who  are  the  parties  to  this  bargain  ?  On  the  one  side  you  have  the 
Irish  landlords,  certainly  an  organised  party,  a  class  which,  as  we  know  by 
recent  experience,  is  capable  of  inflicting  on  the  Government  the  luxury  of 
an  annual  defeat  in  the  House  of  Lords.  That  is  a  peculiar  prerogative  of 
tlieirs  which  is  not  possessed  by  any  other  class.  On  the  other  Imnd,  we 
have  a  public  fund  which  has  no  organ  of  expression,  of  self-defence,  of 
resistance,  except  the  right  hon.  gentlemen  who  sit  upon  that  bench,  and 
who  are  by  the  law  and  Constitution  of  this  country  its  appointed  custodians 
and  trustees.  My  hon.  friends  remind  me  that  as  lately  as  last  year,  for 
this  Bill  was  introduced  last  year  and  then  withdrawn,  owing  to  what  is 
called  Uie  exigencies  of  Parliamentary  business,  a  very  prominent  representa- 
tive of  the  Irish  landlords,  the  Duke  of  Abercom,  said  in  another  place, 
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'  Why  should  this  Gk>veminent,  the  strongest  in  our  time,  not  support  their 
friends  who  support  them  ? '  That  was  asked  last  year  when  this  Bill  was 
withdrawn  ;  it  is  not  going  to  be  withdrawn  this  year,  and  those  who  support 
the  Gk>yemuient  will  be  supported. 

Thb  Crowning  Absurdity  and  Injustice. 
•*  I  pass  to  what  I  consider  to  be  the  crowning  absurdity  and  injustice  of 
this  Bill.  That  is  the  proposal  that  in  the  future  the  tithe  rent-charse  i&  to 
vary  according  to  the  scale  of  the  judicial  rent.  I  should  have  thought  that 
such  a  proposition  as  that  would  hardly  admit  of  argument  at  all.  Let  the 
Bouse  consider  for  a  moment  what  it  means.  This  matter  is  going  to  be 
arranged  county  by  county.  You  are  not  going  to  make  a  return  of  the  rents 
over  Ireland  as  a  whole  ;  you  are  going  to  deal  with  it  piece-meal,  and  the 
amount  by  which  the  landlord's  contribution  as  a  titheowner  to  the  Iriah 
Church  Fund  is  to  be  reduced  is  to  correspond  with  the  amount  by  which  his 
judicial  rent  has  been  reduced.  The  result  is  that  wherever  the  reduction  in 
the  judicial  rent  has  been  greatest  the  reduction  of  the  tithe  rent-charge  is 
greatest.  Therefore,  it  is  exactly  in  those  places  where,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  land  Courts,  the  landlords  have  exacted  rents  which  did  not  legally  or 
morally  belong  to  them,  but  were  based  on  tenants'  improvements,  that  the 
greatest  reward  is  given. 

Compensation  for  Irish  Landowners. 
**  There  is  one  circumstance  connected  with  the  selection  of  this  particular 
standard  of  judicial  reduction — what  I  will  call  the  standard  of  confiscation— 
which  I  think  the  House  ought  to  learn,  because  I  believe  it  expluns  the 
whole  of  this  Bill.  The  only  ground  upon  which  the  Bill  can  be  logically 
based  is  that  it  is  an  instalment  of  compensation  to  the  landlords  for  the 
reduction  of  rents  which  have  been  made  under  Act  of  Parliament  1 
cannot  myself  see  any  other  ground  on  which  the  faU  in  judicial  rents  should 
henceforth  be  treated  as  the  basis  of  the  tithe  rent-charge.    I  will  refer  hon. 

fentlemen  opposite,  and  particularly  right  hon.  gentlemen,  to  a  speech  of  the 
)uke  of  Devonshire  the  other  day.  He  pointed  out  that  the  actual 
economic  fall  in  rents  measured  by  experience  in  this  country  is  as  great  as, 
and  in  many  cases  far  greater,  than  the  compulsory  reductions  which  hare 
been  inade  by  the  land  tribunals  in  Ireland.  He  might  also  have  pcanted 
out — his  audience  was  particularly  appropriate  for  the  purpose — ^that  so  &r  as 
these  excessive  rents,  which  have  been  reduced  by  the  compulsion  of  the 
Court,  were  based  upon  the  appropriation  by  a  landlord  of  the  value  put  by 
a  tenant,  through  his  industry  and  capital,  into  the  land,  they  were  morally 
and  politically  indefensible. 

Salvage  prom  the  Landlords'  Own  Wreckage. 
**  And,  further,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  the  reduced  rents  now  paid  by  the 
tenants  and  received  by  the  landlord  ought  to  be  regarded  as  salvage  from 
the  social  and  economic  wreck  which  the  landlords  themselves  have  caused. 
The  rents  which  were  charged  prior  to  1881,  which  appear  in  the  contracts  of 
tenants  and  which  the  landlords  had  a  right  to  exact,  were  rents  far  in 
advance  of  what  was  the  economic  rent.  What  is  more  to  the  purpose  is— 
and  I  a^ain  quote  the  authority  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire — they  were  rents 
which,  in  the  then  social  condition  of  Ireland,  not  the  whole  force  of  the 
Empire  of  Great  Britain  could  have  made  effectively  recoverable  from  the 
tenants  of  Ireland,  because  the  moral  sense  of  the  community  of  Great 
Britain  would  not  have  allowed  you  to  do  so.  In  so  far,  then,  as  this  Bill  is 
an  attempt  to  compensate  the  landlords  of  Ireland  indirectly  for  the  reductions 
which  in  consequence  of  their  action  they  have  had  to  sustain  in  their  rents, 
it  ought  to  be  repudiated  by  this  House. 
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The  Cabe  against  the  Bill. 

"  I  say  this  Bill  offends  equally  against  the  rules  of  common  justice  and 
sound  finance.  It  tears  up  a  statutory  contract  without  adequate  reason  and 
without  any  compensation.  It  impairs,  not  only  by  what  it  does,  but  still 
more  by  the  example  it  sets,  the  security  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund.  It 
introduces  as  the  basis  and  standard  of  variation  in  tithe  the  fall  in  judicial 
rents,  which  is  either  wholly  irrelevant  or  illogical.  On  these  grounds  the 
Bill  is  deserving  of  the  condemnation  of  Parliament,  and  I  beg  to  move 
tiuit  it  be  read  a  third  time  upon  this  day  three  months." 

Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  in  the  Committee  discussion  on  the 
Bill  said  on  July  4th  : — 

He  had  been  more  or  less  in  attendance  while  the  Bill  had  been  dis- 
cussed, and  he  could  not  help  saying  that  this  appeared  to  be  the  most  extra- 
ordinary measure  of  the  Session,  if  not  of  the  Jrarliament.  There  was  the 
initial  puzzle  why  the  Bill  was  introduced  at  all.  Then  there  was  the  further 
puzzle  why  the  funds  to  enable  this  obvious  and  naked  gift  to  be  made  to  the 
landowners  of  Ireland  were  to  be  taken  from  the  Irish  Church  Fund,  which 
was  nven  by  Parliament  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  and  needy.  There  was  the 
puzzle  of  the  mysterious  printer's  errorwhich  crept  into  two  Actsof  Parliament, 
and  then  they  had  the  puzzle  that  tithes  which  had  been  for  many  years  fixed 
and  stereotyped  by  law  in  Ireland  were  now  to  be  varied.  The  next  puzzle  was 
that  tithes  were  no  longer  to  have  to  do  with  the  prices  of  produce,  but  with 
the  reduction  of  rents,  an  element  that  ought  not  to  come  mto  the  matter  at 
all.  He  had  gone  from  one  of  these  puzzles  to  another  until  he  came  now  to 
Uie  last,  that  the  reduction  of  rent,  on  the  ground  of  which  the  landlord  was 
to  receive  a  benefit,  was  to  include  a  reduction  that  was  made  in  consequence 
of  his  having  exacted  a  rent  on  his  tenant's  improvements.  That  was  rent 
Uiat  he  should  never  have  had  at  all,  and  because  he  had  been  under 
the  legislation,  beneficent  or  otherwise,  of  recent  years  estopped  from  any 
longer  exacting  rent  in  this  iniquitous  fashion  he  was  to  receive  a  pecuniary 
advantage  now  horn  this  Bill.  That  was  a  chain  of  puzzles  that  he  had 
never  seen  equalled.  In  regard  to  the  last  proposal,  he  had  waited 
expectantly  to  hear  some  argument  in  its  defence.  It  was  a  gross  injustice  ; 
it  was  both  inequitable  and  illogical.  Besides,  every  penny  that  was  taken 
out  of  the  Irish  Church  Fund  was  taken  from  some  other  beneficent  Irish 
purpose,  and  there  were  hundreds  of  claims  in  Ireland  that  ought  to  take 
precedence  of  this  one." 

It  really  is  no  wonder  that  Lord  George  Hamilton  should  boast  that 
"it  is  to  safeguard  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  friends  not  only 
while  we  are  in  office,  but  even  in  the  contingency  of  our  being  out 
t^t  we  have  acted  throughout." 


One  result  of  the  general  policy  of  the 
The  Volunteers    Government  and  of  the  South  African  War  has 
Bill.  been  the  large  number  of  Bills  introduced  this 

Session  concerned  with  military  and  naval 
questions.  We  are  not  saying  that  all  these  are  unnecessary  or  indefen- 
sible, but  they  only  help  to  furnish  another  sign  of  the  times.  We 
cannot  help  thinking  how  the  vested  interests  which  always  support 
the  Tory  Government  must  chuckle  as  they  see  public  attention  being 
diverted  from  home  questions,  and  how  they  must  rejoice  that  the 
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public  mind  is  occupied  with  the  news  from  South  Africa  or  from  China 
rather  than  considering  how  to  get  rid  of  the  abuses  connected  with, 
say,  the  land  system.  One  of  the  Bills  to  which  we  have  alluded—the 
Volunteers  Bill — came  up  for  discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
July  18th.  As  the  Bill  came  down  from  the  House  of  Lords  its  most 
important  provisions  were  as  follows : — 

1.  The  Volunteer  Act,  1863,  shall  have  effect  as  if  in  section  seventeen 
for  the  words  **of  actual  or  apprehended  invasion  of  any  part  of  the 
United  Eongdom,"  were  substituted  the  words  *'of  imminent  national 
danger  or  of  great  emergency.*' 

2.  — (1.)  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to  accept  the  offer  of  any 
member  of  a  volunteer  corps  to  subject  himself  to  one  or  both  of  the  follow- 
ing liabilities  : — 

fa)  to  be  called  out  for  actual  military  service  at  any  time  ;  or 
b)  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the  world,  whether  within  or  without  Her 


The  effect  of  this  as  it  stood  was  entirely  to  alter  the  basis  of  the 
Volunteer  force.  It  has  always  been  recognised  hitherto  that  they 
were  raised  for  home  defence,  and  if  a  separate  class  had  been  created 
under  liability  to  serve  in  any  part  of  the  world,  "  whether  within  or 
without  Her  Majesty's  dominions,"  it  is  quite  obvious  that  for  good  or 
for  ill  the  Volunteer  force  of  the  future  would  have  been  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  Volunteer  force  of  the  past.  Its  whole 
constitution  and  spirit  would  have  been  altered.  The  Bill  evoked 
protests,  not  only  from  the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  but  from  such 
strong  Ministeralists  as  General  Goldsworthy,  the  Tory  Member  for 
Hammersmith,  for  instance,  who  said,  in  the  second  reading  debate : — 
**He  had  a  special  objection  to  that  portion  of  the  Bill  where  it 
was  stated  that  the  men  might  serve  *  within  or  without  her  Majesty's 
dominions.'  The  Volunteer  force  was  for  home  defence,  and  anything  they 
did  to  weaken  it  for  home  defence  would,  he  thought,  be  detrimental  to  the 
force.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  young  men  in  the  Volunteers,  if 
they  wished  it,  to  serve  abroad  and  therefore  he  thought  this  provision 
unnecessary." 

Mr.  Seely,  the  Tory  Member  for  Lincoln,  said  : — 

Though  the  Grovemment  had  done  wisely  to  raise  this  question  they 
would  best  serve  the  interests  of  the  country  and  of  the  Volunteers  by  not 
proceeding  with  the  Bill  now.  It  was  a  strong  thing  to  alter  the  conditions 
of  service  of  250,000  men  in  a  time  of  war,  and  it  was  incumbent  on  the 
Grovemment  to  make  it  clear  that  such  a  step  was  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  was  not  simply  proposed  for  administrative  convenience. 
He  should  like  to  know  how  many  Volunteers  offered  themselves  for  garrison 
duty  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  whether  the  reason  that  their  services 
were  not  accepted  was  to  be  found  in  the  legal  difficulty.  If  such  a  difficulty 
existed,  the  first  clause  of  the  Bill  was  a  necessity,  but  if  not  the  proposed 
alteration  ought  to  be  very  carefully  considered.  It  seemed  very  like  mixing 
up  the  duties  of  the  Volunteers  and  Militia.  As  to  Clause  2,  the  Government 
would  probably  see  the  wisdom  of  withdrawing  it  for  the  present.  There  was 
a  great  deal  to  be  said  against  it ;  and  if  the  Government  wanted  men  from 
the  Volimteers  there  would  never  be  any  difficulty  in  getting  them." 
In  the  end  of  the  day  Mr.  W3mdham  had  to  consent  to  strike  out 
sub-section  (b)  altogether,  and  as  regards  sub-section  (a)  consent  to  an 
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amendment,  when  the  Bill  was  subsequently  considered  in  Committee 
which  made  the  section  read  : — 

•*  It  shall  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  to  accept  the  offer  of  any  member  of 
a  Volunteer  corps  to  subject  himself  to  liability  to  be  called  out  for  actual 
military  service  for  any  time  at  such  places  in  Great  Britain  as  may  be 
specified  under  the  agreement." 

Mr.  Wyndham  also  undertook  to  propose  words  at  a  subsequent  stage, 
which  would  describe  with  some  particularity  the  forts  and  other 
places  to  which  garrison  volunteers  would  be  sent. 


We  noted  last  month  the  fact  that  Sir 
Sir  Walter  Foster's  Walter  Foster's  patriotic  offer  to  go  to  South 
Patriotic  Offer.     Africa  to  look  after  the  sanitary  arrangements 
was  refused  by  the  Government.    The  whole 
correspondence  containing  the  offer  has  now  been  published  as  a 
Parliamentary  paper : — 

a.) 

•*30,  Grosvenor-road,  Westmmster,  S.W.,  October  31st,  1899. 

**  Dear  Wyndham, — I  am  sure  you  will  excuse  me  for  troubling  you  at  a 
busy  time,  as  I  have  a  suggestion  to  make  which  seems  to  me  of  importance 
as  regards  the  medical  aspects  of  the  South  African  campaign.  I  think  you 
hare  done  admirably  in  sending  out  Sir  William  McCormac,  Mr.  Treves  and 
Mr.  Makins.  They  will  be  splendid  help  from  a  surgical  point  of  view. 
There  remains,  however,  the  medical  and  sanitary  side.  In  all  human 
probability  there  will  be  great  Ibss  of  life  from  fever  and  other  maladies 
more  or  less  preventible  by  careful  sanitary  work.  To  meet  this  prospect  it 
would  be  wise  to  send  out  a  small  Sanitary  Commission,  or  a  Commissioner 
with  assistants.  Such  aid  would  be  invaluable  to  the  Army  Medical  Officers 
in  assisting  them  to  prevent  the  loss  of  life  to  which  I  have  referred.  I 
thought  of  going  out  myself  for  the  purpose  of  lending  any  aid  I  could,  as  I 
have  had,  as  you  may  know,  life-long  experience  as  a  Physician,  and  during 
the  last  Cholera  invasion  as  Secretary  to  the  Local  Government  Board  I  had 
the  main  responsibility  of  the  health  defence  of  the  kingdom.  I  fear, 
however,  that,  as  a  private  individual,  I  could  do  little  or  nothing.  I 
therefore  write  to  you  to  say  that,  if  you  decide  to  do  anything  in  the 
direction  I  have  indicated,  I  will  gladly  place  my  services  at  the  disposal  of 
the  War  Office.  I  am  not  willing  to  resign  my  scat  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  so  I  should  wish  to  go  out  in  an  unpaid  capacity. 

*'  Yours  very  truly, 

**  Walter  Foster. 

**P.S. — I  send  this  letter  to  you  as  I  have  spoken  to  you  of  Army 
Medical  matters  in  the  House  of  Commons.  If  you  would  like  to  see  me  I 
could  call  on  Saturday  or  next  week." 


(II.) 

**  War  Office,  November  1st,  1899. 

**  Dear  Foster, — I  have  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  yesterday.  I  will 
abow  it  to  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  can  whether 
he  agrees  with  your  suggestion  of  a  Sanitary  Commission,  and  if  so,  whether 
he  will  be  able  to  accept  your  very  kind  offer  of  service. — Yours  sincerely, 

" Sir  B.  Walter  Foster,  M.P.,  etc.  "  George  Wyndham.' 
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(in.) 

**  War  Office,  November  9th,  im. 

**  My  dear  Foster, — I  put  your  scheme  of  a  Sanitary  Commission  for 
South  Africa  before  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  it  was  carefully  considered 
by  the  medical  authorities  here.  They  think  that  the  need  of  special 
assistance  is  not  the  same  in  sanitary  matters  as  in  surgical  operations. 
The  general  practice  of  an  army  doctor  must  necessarily  make  him  inferior 
as  an  operator  to  skilled  specialists  ;  but  sanitary  investigations  are  among 
the  most  important  of  his  daily  duties,  and  he  is  constantly  accumulating 
experience  with  regard  to  them.  The  Director-Greneral  therefore  does 
not  regard  as  necessary  the  establishment  of  such  a  commission  as  you 
recommend.  Lord  Liansdowne  concurs  in  this  view,  and  desires  me  to 
express  to  you,  when  communicating  the  decision,  his  sense  of  the  patriotic 
feeling  which  inspired  your  suggestion  and  your  offer  of  personal  service. 

'*  Yours  very  truly, 

**  Sir  Walter  Foster,  M.P.    Geoeoe  Wyndham. 


(IV.) 

'*30,  Grosvenor-road,  Westminster,  November  14th,  1899. 
"Dear  Wyndham, — Thank  you  for  your  letter  conveying  to  me  Lord 
Lansdowne's  decision.    I  ain  very  sorry  the  Secretary  of  State  has  not  been 
able  to  accept  my  offer  or  my  suggestion. — Yours  very  truhr, 

"  Walter  Foster." 
The  best  comment  on  this  refusal  is  to  be  found  in  the  weekly  list  of 
Oasualties  issued  by  the  War  Office  (see  pcige  371).    Certainly  it  would 
have  been  well  il  no  conceivable  sanitary  precaution  had  been 
overlooked. 


Thr   TTo«PfTAi>>  Hospitals  Enquiry  Commission  has  at 

iHE  HOSPITALS  definitely  set  up,  and  is  indeed  at 

^  work.   It  consists  of  the  following  members  :— 

1.  Lord  Justice  Romer  (Chairman). 

2.  Professor  Cunningham,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni- 

versity of  Dublin. 

3.  Dr.  Church,  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

4.  Sir  David  Richmond,  eaj-Lord  Provost  of  Glasgow. 

5.  Mr.  Frederick  Harrison,  General  Manager  L.  and  N.W. 

Railway. 

Originally,  however,  the  Government  intended  to  have  only  three 
members  on  the  Commission,  and  to  confine  it  to  the  three  first  named 
This  gave  satisfaction  to  nobody,  and  on  July  5th  an  animated  debate 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject.  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  appealed  to  Mr.  Balfour  to  enlarge  the  numbed 
of  the  Committee  (it  will  be  remembered  that  Lord  Roberts  himself 
asked  for  **  one  or  two  medical  men "  with  "  some  men  of  sound 
common  sense  ") : — 

The  point  that  strikes  me  as  most  unfortunate  is  that  which  has  been 
referred  to — namely,  that  there  is  not  a  sufficient  representation  of  ordinary 
laymen — that  there  is,  in  fact,  none  at  all  if  you  exclude  a  judge  from  ti» 
category  of  laymen.  There  are  two  eminent  doctors,  of  whom  most  <rf  os 
have  nothing  to  say  for  the  simple  reason  that  I  am  afraid  the  great  majori^ 
of  us  do  not  know  much  about  them  ;  but  I  take  it  for  granted  from  their 
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position  that  they  are  capable  men  and  also  that  they  are  high-minded, 
straightforward  men  who  would  do  their  duty  while  in  such  a  capacity.  I 
make  no  doubt  of  that.  Besides  them  there  is  only  an  eminent  judge  ;  but 
what  is  wanted  surely  of  all  things  is  what  my  hon.  friend  spoke  of  as  the 
man  of  business,  or,  rather,  the  business  man — a  man  accustomed  to  bring 
his  common*  sense  and  experience  of  life  and  af&irs  to  bear  upon  such 
problems  and  difficulties  as  no  doubt  have  presented  themselves  in  South 
Afnoi.  There  are  many  men  of  that  kind  who  could  be  obtained,  and  whose 
positions  and  character  before  the  country  would  secure  the  complete  confi- 
dence of  public  opinion.  Let  me  point  out  also  that  this  is  not  a  mere 
question  of  the  technicalities  of  the  medical  profession.  There  is  the  whole 
qoestion  of  transport  and  of  the  power  of  organising  relief  in  such  a  case  as 
this,  upon  which  surely  it  is  most  desirab^  to  get  the  opinion  of  men 
qualified  to  give  that  opinion.  A  number  of  names  occur  at  once  of  men, 
who,  if  they  would  undertake  this  patriotic  duty,  would,  I  am  sure,  satisfy 
the  mind  of  the  country  and  give  sohdity  to  the  Commission,  and  secure  that 
success  for  it  which  I  am  afraid  it  will  not  secure  if  it  is  constituted  as  pro- 
posed. I  venture  to  appeal  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  I  have  said  that  I 
nave  the  strongest  possible  wish  not  to  appear  as  if  we  were  fighting  with 
each  other  on  a  matter  such  as  this  where  the  character  of  the  country 
stands  at  stake  before  the  world.  It  is  also  a  matter  which  touches  the 
hearts  and  feelings  of  nuiny  people  who  have  relatives  there  or  may 
in  the  future  have  relatives  undergoing  the  chances  of  war  in  South 
Africa  or  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  Will  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
not  listen  to  what  I  would  put  forward— namely,  that  two  members 
should  be  added  to  the  committee,  and  that  those  two  should  be 
chosen,  not  from  a  party  purpose  or  on  account  of  any  prejudice  they  may 
be  supposed  to  have  ?  On  the  contrary,  they  should  be  men  who  are  least 
likely  to  have  prejudices,  but  competent  men  with  that  priceless  quality, 
common  sense,  to  which  Lord  Roberts  alluded.  I  do  not  know  any  test,  I 
am  bound  to  say,  except  their  character  in  the  eyes  of  the  country.  If  two 
men  of  that  character  were  added  to  this  commission  I  am  certain  there 
would  be  a  great  feeling  of  relief  throughout  the  country.  But  if  that  is  not 
done,  and  if  we  are  to  have  two  doctors,  however  eminent,  and  a  judge, 
however  eminent,  and  nobody  else,  then  the  feelinff  of  disappointment  will 
be  great,  and  I  am  afraid  the  chances  of  a  successfid  result  will  be  small." 
Mr.  Balfour's  answer  to  this  was  to  lose  his  temper,  to  decline  to 
enlarge  the  Committee  and  to  be  very  rude  to  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts. 
Mr.  Asquith  very  conclusively  dealt  with  Mr.  Balfour's  "  cheap 
sarcasms"  directed  against  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  and  "thin  debating 
points "  against  Mr.  Labouchere.  Tory  after  Tory  got  up  to  express 
their  agreement  with  the  line  taken  by  the  Opposition  : — 

Sir  James  Fergussdn  (Manchester,  N.E.)  said : — 

*^  Letters  by  the  last  mail  from  South  Africa  showed  a  most  unfortunate 
state  of  things.  The  state  even  of  the  hospital  at  Cape  Town  and  of  hospitals 
in  other  parts  of  the  country  showed  that  insufficient  use  had  been  made  of 
the  supphes,  forming,  in  fact,  a  very  heavy  indictment  against  the  Army 
Medical  Department  which  required  to  be  investigated.  The  miserable  state 
of  the  sick  lyins  in  a  wretched  condition  without  proper  shelter — they  had 
sll  heard  of  it — me  newspapers  were  full  of  such  cases — called  for  investiga- 
tion. He  was  convinced  there  was  foundation  for  some  of  these  complaints. 
They  required  an  inquiry  which  would  command  public  confidence.  They 
inade  no  attack  on  the  Government ;  he  should  be  the  last  man  to  join  in 
that,  but  he  did  think  the  inquiry  to  be  made  should  be  one  which  would 
command  the  full  confidence  of  the  country." 
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Colonel  Saunderson  (Armagh  N.)  said  : — 

**lf  the  Grovemment  wanted  the  commission  to  have  any  weight  in  the 
country  it  must  not  be  a  commission  of  which  the  majority  were  doctors." 

Sir  M.  Stewart  (Kirkcudbright)  said : — 

**He  was  certain  there  would  be  the  greatest  possible  disappointment  in 
the  country  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  did  not  yield  to  the  demand  made 
from  the  front  Opposition  bench.'* 

Mr.  Amold-Forster  (Belfast,  W.)  said 

**  There  was  a  chance  of  a  general  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and, 
if  the  House  withdrew  from  such  general  inquiry  the  work  of  the  Army 
Medical  Department,  they  were  all  the  more  bound  to  make  the  inquiry  into 
that  department  thorough  and  complete.  He  could  not  convince  himself 
that  the  commission  as  proposed  would  be  able  thoroughly  and  satisfactorily 
to  investigate  the  question  of  the  efficiency  of  the  Army  Medical  Depaitment- 
He  should  like  to  see  some  one  on  the  commission  who  would  feel  it  his  da^ 
to  ask  whether  the  orffanisation  of  the  department  was  such  as  to  enable  the 
medical  staff  in  South  Africa  to  work  with  the  maodmum  of  efficiency,  and 
whether  any  proved  absence  of  efficiency  was  referable  to  want  of  previous 
organisation. 

In  the  end  of  the  day  Mr.  Balfour  very  angrily  and  ungracefully 
capitulated.  On  the  whole  the  Standard  next  day  summed  up  very 
well  what  there  is  to  be  said  by  way  of  criticism  of  the  Hospitals 
Commission  : — 

**  There  is  no  harm  in  having  Law  and  Physic  represented  on  the  Com- 
mission ;  but  to  give  them,  in  combination,  a  majority  of  three  to  two 
is  straining  the  respect  due  to  purely  professional  attainments.  To  speak 
candidlv,  the  Grovemment  have  not  been  well  inspired  in  the  steps  they 
have  taken  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  public  opinion.  They  desire,  it  may  hs 
assumed,  to  set  at  rest  the  painful  doubts  which  have  arisen  as  to  whether  as 
much  was  done  for  the  sick  at  every  point  and  stage  of  the  campaign  as  was 
practicable  under  the  conditions  of  the  case.  .  .  .  But  they  have  not  so 
addressed  themselves  to  the  initiation  of  the  inquiry  as  to  convince  their 
countrymen  that  they  are  thoroughly  in  earnest  in  their  pursuit  of  the  end. 
We  incline  to  the  hope  that  the  result  of  drastic  investigation  may  be  to 
relieve  those  supposed  to  be  culpable  from  the  reproach  of  indifference  or 
mismanagement.  Still  the  exculpation,  if  it  should  come,  will  have  less 
weight  by  reason  of  the  defective  cnaracter  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry." 

Exactly — ^more  qare  ought  to  have  been  taken  in  advance  to  secure 
that  the  decision  of  the  Committee  is  not  to  suffer  from  any  fault  in  its 
composition.   

We  referred  last  month  to  Mr.  Chamber- 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Iain's  apology  for  an  apology  to  Sir  Henry 
"Apology."        Campbell-Bannerman,  but  the  matter  deserves 
to  be  set  out  in  full.    As  a  fact,  it  is  a  story 

that  tells  itself  : — 

1.  The  Charge. 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  speaking  at  a  Tory  banquet  on  June  29th,  said  :— 
I  think  that  he  (Lord  Lansdatone)  can  be  satisfied  to  contrast  bis 
responsibility  with  that  of  his  immediate  predecessor  {Sir  H,  Cam^Ml- 
Bannerman),  who  reduced  the  strength  of  our  artillery  and  who  diminished 
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our  store  of  ammunition  in  order  to  make  a  satisfactory  Budget  for  an 
imperious  colleague." 

2.  The  Refutation. 

Next  day  (June  30th)  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannennan  wrote  to 
the  Times  the  following  letter  published  on  July  .2nd  : — 

''Mr.  Chamberlain  in  his  speech  of  last  night  repeated  several  familiar 
misfitatements  as  to  my  actions  and  opinions.    There  is  only  one  that  is  new. 

**  He  asserted  that  during  my  term  of  office  as  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
I  reduced  the  Royal  Artillery.  There  is  no  truth  whatever  in  this  statement. 
The  reduction  in  that  force  was  effected  by  my  predecessor,  the  War  Minister 
in  the  Unionist  Grovemment." 

3.  The  "Apology." 

On  July  5th,  Mr.  Chamberlain  wrote  to  the  Times  the  following 
letter  published  on  J uly  6th  : — 

'*  In  a  letter  published  by  you  on  July  2nd,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Banner- 
man  complains  that  I  misrepresented  his  action  by  saying  in  a  speech  on  the 
preceding  Friday  that  he  had  reduced  the  strength  of  the  artillery. 

**  I  spoke  from  my  recollection  of  discussions  in  the  House  of  Commons 
and  in  the  Press  in  1895,  in  the  course  of  which  it  was  asserted,  and  I 
believe  never  denied,  that  he  had  reduced  the  strength  of  a  number  of 
batteries  from  six  to  four  guns  and  had  also  abolished  certain  depots  of 
artillery. 

"  I  understand  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  to  say  now  that  he  did 
not  during  his  term  of  office  reduce  the  strength  of  the  artillery  as  a  whole. 

"  I  find,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  official  records,  which  has 
delayed  my  reply,  that  this  is  correct  so  far  as  the  horse  and  field  artillery 
are  concerned,  but  I  have  been  unable  to  make  a  comparison  as  regards  the 
garrison  artillery. 

I  have,  therefore,  to  admit  that  my  statement  was  too  general  in  its 
terms,  and  I  re^et  that  it  naturally  lent  itself  to  an  interpretation  which 
was  unjust  to  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannemian." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  is  too  fond  of  the  statement  that  is  "too  general 
in  its  terms  " — in  plainer  language  of  the  statement  that  is  untrue. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British   Trade,    imports  and  exports  for  June,   along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 

June,  1900. 


Month  ending  Jane  30th. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1900.       1  1899. 

Re-erports  of  Foreign 

and  V 
Colonial  Merchandise  j 

£ 

42,016,307 
24,895,335 

5,441,884 

38,348,943 
21,980,067 

5,551,216 

3,667,364 
2,915,268 

± 

109,332 

Total  

72,353,526  ^  65,880,226  ji^e*  6,473,300 

Digitized  by 


348 


THB  LIBERAL  MAGAZINR. 

Ybab*8  Trade  to  Date. 


For  the  six  montha  ending 


Increase. 


DeoresM. 


June  30th,  1900. 


Juue  30th,  1899. 


£ 

255,602,401 
144,455,842 


£ 

236,736,876 
126,521,894 


£ 

18,865,525 
17,933,948 


£ 


Imports   

Exports   

Re-exports  of  Foreign 


86,296 


and 

Colonial  Merchandise. 


33,421,021 


33,507,317 


Total, 


433,479,264 


396,766,087 


2^em,713,177 


The  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  was  correctly 
The  Agricultural  described  by  Lord  Cross  when  moving  it« 
Holdings  Bill.     second  reading  in  the  House  of  Lords  as  a 
"  small  amending  measure  " — an  official  descrip- 
tion of  it  which  will  not  be  forgotten  when  all  kind  of  credit  is 
claimed  for  it  by  Tory  candidates  at  the  General  Election.    The  Bill 
is  at  once  (1)  insufficient  and  (2)  complicated  : — 

(1)  Major  Rasch  (the  Tory  member  for  S.  E.  Essex)  said  (House  of 
Commons,  July  19th) : — 

**  He  admitted  that  it  was  not  a  perfect  Bill,  but  very  few  things  in  this 
world  were  perfect.  He  had  himself  taken  particular  care  not  to  move  any 
amendments,  but  that  did  not  mean  that  he  thought  the  Bill  absolutely 
perfect.  He  could,  however,  have  made  some  suggestions  which  it  would 
nave  been  well  to  embody  in  the  Bill.  He  could  have  suggested  that  a  wan 
should  be  allowed  to  cultivate  the  soil  as  he  liked  so  long  as  its  fertility  was 
not  impaired  ;  that  there  should  be  no  penal  rents  unless  actual  damage  was 
proved,  and  that  there  should  be  compensation  for  continuous  good  fanning. 
He  hoped  that  in  the  next  Parliament  from  one  side  of  the  table  or  the  other 
the  Minister  for  Agriculture  would  introduce  a  Bill  to  carry  out  these  sugges- 
tions. For  the  rest,  he  could  only  say  that  he  was  extremely  glad  theBill 
had  been  brought  in,  though  he  could  not  say  that  it  would  be  accepted  with 
effusive  gratitude." 

What  criticism  could  be  stronger  than  to  declare  an  amending  Bil 
is  necessary  before  the  Bill  it  is  to  amend  has  even  obtained  the  Royal 
Assent  1 

(2)  The  Bill  is  complicated  and  difficult  to  understand.  Mr.  Strutt 
(the  Tory  member  for  Maldon)  said  (House  of  Commons,  July  19th):— 

*'  One  blemish  on  the  Bill  was  its  inc(»mprehensibility.  It  was  almost 
impossible  for  a  layman,  reading  the  bill  by  itself,  to  understand  what  the 
law  was.  If  the  Government  would,  in  a  future  Session,  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
codify  the  measures  dealing  with  tenant  farmers'  rights  they  would  confer  t 
great  boon  upon  the  tenant  farmer  class." 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  said  (House  of  Commons,  July  2nd)  : — 
It  was  the  most  remarkable  example  of  referential  and  allusive  legisla- 
tion he  had  ever  come  across.    As  it  stood,  the  Bill  was  an  absolute  crypto- 
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gmn,  and  nobody  could  possibly  approach  to  an  understanding  of  it  until  he 
bad  provided  himself  with  nine  other  Acts  of  Parliament.  Without  these  it 
was  as  much  a  mystery  as  the  hieratic  writing  of  Egyptian  priests  would  be 
to  the  Attomey-Ueneral.  Yet  the  Act  was  intended  lor  plain  men,  and  to 
enable  landlords  and  tenants  to  understand  their  positions  and  relations  to 
each  other.  The  whole  suggestion  of  the  Attorney-General  was  that  they 
should  make  up  their  minds  as  to  what  their  powers  were,  what  the  justice  of 
the  case  demanded,  and  then  consult  an  expert.  Pass  the  Bill  as  it  stood, 
and  no  landlord  or  tenant  could  understand  it  unless  inspired  with  extra 
wisdom  from  on  high.  All  these  Acts  had  to  be  collated,  and  he  renewed  his 
TOotest,  so  often  made  in  vain,  against  a  system  perpetuated  by  successive 
Governments  of  passing  in  this  manner  Bills  that  could  not  be  under- 
stood. He  gave  examples  from  the  Bill.  *  References  to  the  principal 
Act  and  to  sections  29,  30,  32  and  34  thereof  shall  be  construed  as 
references  to  the  Agricultural  Holdings  (Scotland)  Act,  1883,  and  to  sections 
24,  26,  25  and  30  thereof  respectively.'  'References  to  sections  31  and  39 
of  the  principal  Act  shall  not  apply.'  *  A  reference  to  the  Arbitration  Act, 
1889,  shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  the  Arbitration  (Scotland)  Act, 
1894,  and  a  reference  to  the  Market  Gardeners*  Compensation  Act,  1895, 
shall  be  construed  as  a  reference  to  the  Market  Gardeners'  Compensation 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897.'  It  was  therefore  not  what  it  pretended  to  be. 
*  Reference  to  manures  in  the  principal  Act  shall  be  considered  as  references 
to  the  improvements  Nos.  24  and  25  in  part  3  of  the  first  schedule  of  this 
Act.'  This  was  laughable,  but  it  was  also  serious.  They  had  no  right  to 
ask  the  House  to  pass  itis  time  passing  solemn  Acts  of  Parliament  to  which 
the  Royal  Assent  should  be  given,  and  which  should  be  binding  on  the 
people  of  this  country  without  giving  them  a  chance  of  understanding  iU 
Why  did  not  those  who  drafted  these  Bills  say  what  they  meant  ?  They  knew 
it.  Were  they  ashamed  to  say  it  ?  If  they  thought  the  House  would  pass  it, 
in  God's  name  let  them  state  it  in  plain  language.  Landlord,  tenant.  Court 
of  arbitration  had  to  understand  this  Bill.  Would  they  give  none  of  them  a 
chance  ?  Let  them  bring  to  an  end  this  mischievous,  false,  deceitful,  dis- 
honest system  of  getting  the  House  of  Commons  to  pass  clauses  in  Acts  of 
Parliament  which  aid  not  say  what  they  meant.  It  was  not  creditable  to  the 
House  or  the  country. 

Nor  should  it  be  overlooked  that  the  Bill,  if  unsatisfactory  to 
England,  is  even  more  so  to  Wales  where  the  land  question  is  more 
acute  and  where  the  tenants  have  grievances,  expressly  admitted  by 
unanimous  findings  by  a  Royal  Commission. 


Amendments  to  the  foUowing  is  a  detaUed  account  of  the 

T»  more  important  amendments  moved  to  the  Bill 

that  the  Grovemment  refused  to  accept : — 
1.  Mb.  Chanking  (L)  {JtUy  2nd)  moved  the  following  new  clause  : — 

"  Every  contract  of  tenancy  entered  into  after  the  commencement  of  this 
Act  shall  contain  a  scheduled  record  of  the  agricultural  condition  of  the  hold- 
ing and  its  several  parts,  and  of  the  buildings,  fences,  roads,  and  drains  at 
the  beginning  of  the  contract  of  tenancy.  At  any  time  during  a  tenancy 
existing  at  the  commencement  of  this  Act,  either  party  may  requure  a  record 
in  simiLr  form  to  be  made  by  an  arbitrator.  Copies  of  all  such  records  shall 
be  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  registrar  of  the  County  Court,  and  either 
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{iarty  shall  be  entitled  to  inspect  the  same  at  all  reasonable  tunes,  and  to 
take  copies  thereof." 

Lost  by  142  to  46  (majority  96). 

2.  Mb.  Channino  (L)  (Jvly  lOth)  moved  a  new  clause  providing 
for  compensation  for  disturbance  in  case  of  eviction  and  notice  to  quit 
for  unfair  or  capricious  reason.  Lost  by  207  to  111  (majority  96). 
The  precise  wording  of  this  clause  received  the  assent  of  the  Welsh 
Land  Commission. 

3.  Mb.  Gobdon  (C)  {July  \Oth)  moved  a  new  clause  with  the  object 
of  extending  the  benefits  of  the  Act  to  crofters'  improvements  in  non- 
crofting  counties.    Lost  by  196  to  123  (majority  73). 

4.  Mb.  Buchaxax  (L)  {July  \Oth)  moved  an  amendment  with  the 
object  of  removing  the  schedules,  in  which  were  tabulated  the  improve- 
ments for  which  compensation  could  be  claimed,  so  that  the  claim  for 
compensation  might  be  laid  down  in  general  terms.  Lost  by  170  to  91 
(majority  79.)    Mr.  Channing,  in  supporting  the  amendment,  said: — 

In  1895  the  House  assented  to  the  principle  involved  in  the  abolition  of 
the  schedules,  for  that  meant  that  in  every  contract  of  tenancy  there  would 
1)6  coniplete  right  to  the  tenant  to  execute  any  improvement  by  which  the 
letting  value  of  the  holding  would  be  increased  ana  to  obtain  oompensaticm 
under  the  arbitration's  awa^.  A  recommendation  of  the  Central  Chamber  of 
Agriculture  was  that  the  schedules  should  include  any  other  improvement 
increasing  the  letting  value  of  a  holding,  not  specifically  mentioned  in  the 
tKshedules  and  for  which  a  tenant  was  not  otherwise  compensated.  The 
amendment  had  the  sanction  of  the  Market  Grardeners'  Compensation  Act 
and  there  it  was  the  outcome  of  a  custom  which  had  grown  up  among  the 
fruit  growers  of  the  vale  of  Evesham  recognising  the  absolute  right  of 
tenants  to  carry  out  improvements  in  their  own  way.  Several  practical 
farmers,  including  former  chairmen  of  the  Central  Chamber  of  Agriculture, 
were  in  favour  of  abolishing  the  schedules  establishing  the  general  presump- 
tion of  the  right  of  the  tenant  to  improve,  and  it  had  strong  support  among 
the  fruit-growing  interests  in  Kent. 

5.  Mb,  Yoxall  (L)  {Jtdy  \Oth)  moved  the  addition  to  the  clause 
of  the  following  provision  : — 

'^And  the  tenant  of  a  holding,  being  an  allotment  or  cottage  garden, 
shall  be  entitled  to  obtain  from  the  landlord  compensation  in  money  for  fruit 
trees,  fruit  bushes,  drains,  and  for  any  outbuildings,  pig-sties,  fowl-houses, 
or  other  structural  improvements  made  by  the  tenant  upon  his  holding  to  the 
extent  of  one-third  of  their  gross  value  ;  provided  always  that  this  compensa- 
tion shall  not  exceed  £10,  and  that  the  tenant  shall  have  the  right  to  remove 
Huch  fruit  trees,  fruit  bushes,  outbuildings,  pig-sties,  and  fowl-houses,  in 
addition  to  the  right  to  the  aforesaid  compensation,  and  that,  if  the  tenancy 
he  determined  after  notice  given  by  the  tenant,  no  right  to  compensation  in 
money  shall  exist." 

Tjost  by  134  to  76  (majority  58). 

6.  Sib  C.  Welby  (C)  {July  \Oth)  moved  a  pro\4so  that  in  estimating 
the  value  of  any  improvement  no  account  should  be  taken  of  any  part  of 
the  improvement  made  by  the  tenant  which  is  "justly  due  to  the 
inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil."  Lost  by  186  to  24  (majority  162).  The 
minority  were  very  anxious  to  carry  this  amendment  in  the  interest  of 
the  landowners,  but  the  Government  for  once  refused  to  give  way. 
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7.  Mr.  Channino  (L)  {Jtdy  Wth)  moved  the  omission  of  words 
requiring  that  the  arbitration  should,  in  the  first  place,  be  in  accordance 
with  any  agreement  between  landlord  and  tenant,  and,  in  default  of  and 
subject  to  any  such  agreement,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act.  Lost  by  168  to  70  (majority  98).  The  Bill,  as  it  stands,  therefore 
permits,  and  even  invites,  "  contracting  out "  so  far  as  its  procedure  is 
concerned. 

8.  Mr.  Buchanan  (L)  {July  Wth)  moved  to  leave  out  the  words 
"unless  the  parties  otherwise  agree."  Lost  by  189  to  77  (majority 
112.)  The  amendment  desired  to  secure  that  there  should  be  no 
alternative  to  the  single  arbitration — according  to  Sir  R.  Finlay  himself 
the  "  best  form  of  arbitration." 

9.  Mr.  Buchanan  (L)  {JtUy  Wth)  moved  an  amendment  excluding 
Scotland  from  the  operation  of  clause  2  (settlement  of  diflferences  by 
arbitration).    Lost  by  170  to  71  (majority  99). 

10.  Earl  Percy  (C)  {July  \2,ih)  moved  an  amendment  omitting 
from  the  schedule  the  provision  allowing  tenants  to  make  and  plant 
osier  beds  "exceeding  one  acre."  Lost  by  231  to  53  (majority  178). 
This  small  piece  of  liberty  to  the  tenant  was  much  resented  by  the 
more  Tory  of  the  Tories  who  made  up  the  minority. 

11.  Sir  W.  Wedderburn  (L)  {Jtdy  13<A),  moved  to  amend  the 
schedule  by  providing  that  the  consent  of  the  landlord  to  the 
reclaiming  of  waste  land  should  be  required  only  when  the  reclamation 
exceeded  an  acre.  Lost  by  126  to  60  ^majority  66).  A  very  reason- 
able amendment    Even  Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs  said : — 

He  failed  to  see  why  if  a  man  might  get  compensation  for  an  orchard 
cultivated  without  the  landlord's  consent  he  should  not  obtain  it  for  an  acre 
of  bogland." 

12.  Mr.  Seale-Haynb  (L)  {Jvly  \2th)  moved  to  insert  in  the 
schedule  the  words  "erection  or  enlargement  of  buildings  for  the 
parpose  of  the  trade  or  business  of  a  farmer,"  the  object  being  to  pro- 
vide that  the  farmer  should  be  protected  if  he  went  to  expenditure 
iipon  shelter  for  cattle  and  sheds  for  machinery.  Lost  by  112  to  45 
(majority  67). 


In  the  last  report  of  the  Congested  District 
A  Scotch        Board  for  Scotland  appeared  one  passage  which 
Grievance.       Mr.  Caldwell  was  perfectly  entitled  to  say  "almost 
amounted  to  breach  of  privilege."    Here  is  the 
passage  to  which  we  refer : — 

"It  was  obviously  inexpedient  for  us  to  enter  upon  any  enterprise  which 
we  were  not  quite  sure  we  should  have  the  right  to  carry  through  in  all  its 
developments,  and  we  were  advised  that  the  clauses  of  the  Act  did  not  cover 
certain  of  the  objects  which  were  pressed  upon  us  by  those  who  knew  the 
necessities  of  the  Highlands  very  thoroughly.  Early  in  1899  we  urged  that 
&  Bhort  Bill  should  be  prepared,  giving  us  power  to  apply  a  portion  of  our 
funds  for  purposes  other  than  those  set  forth  in  the  Act  of  1897,  when  we 
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were  satisfied  that  the  expenditure  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  congested  districts.  A  copy  of  this  Bill  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix.  It  was  introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Secretary 
for  Scotland  and  passed  through  the  various  stages  there  ;  but  aa  it  wa& 
opposed  and  '  blocked '  by  some  of  the  members  for  the  constituencies  whidi 
would  in  our  opinion  have  most  benefited  by  its  provisions,  it  had,  in  the 
state  of  public  business,  to  be  withdrawn  at  the  end  of  July,  1899." 

The  subject  was  brought  up  on  the  Scotch  Estimates  on  July  6th,  when 
the  Scottish  Liberal  members  protested  most  strongly  against  this 
importation  of  political  matter  into  what  ought  to  be  an  official  and 
impartial  document.  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  on  that  occasion 
said : — 

**  The  right  hon.  gentleman  {the  Lord  Advocate)  in  the  early  portion  of 
his  speech  took  exception  to  the  adjective  preposterous."  He  was  disposed 
to  take  up  this  discarded  word,  ana  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that,  not  only 
was  this  a  preposterous  report,  but  that  the  Board  itself  might  be  worthy  of 
havins  that  adjective  apphed  to  it.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  maintained 
that  there  was  no  ground  for  the  criticisms  passed  on  one  passage  in  the 
report,  in  which  the  conduct  of  members  in  the  House  was  animadverted 
upon.  What  members  did  was  to  put  down  the  usual  notices  of  opposition 
to  a  Bill  with  the  view  of  obtaining  further  information  and  further 
consideration  of  the  subject — a  thing  which  was  done  every  day.  The 
gravamen  of  the  charge  against  the  author  of  the  report  did  not  turn  udoti 
whether  that  was  a  right  or  a  wrong  thing  to  do,  but  that  a  public  oflicial  in 
a  public  document  should  allege  as  a  reason  for  somethingwhich  the  board 
had  not  done  flagitious  conduct  on  the  part  of  members.  He  called  that  an 
indecency.  If  the  public  official  had  put  the  blame  on  the  Government  it 
would  have  been  indecent,  but  it  was  doubly  mdecent  to  put  it  on  membm 
of  Parliament  acting  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  For,  let  the  committee 
observe,  the  Bill  was  drawn  in  the  vaguest  possible  tenns.  Members  felt  that 
the  Congested  District  Board  was  established  mainly  for  the  purpose 
improving  the  position  of  the  crofters  by  extending  their  holdings  or  liy 
migrating  them  from  one  place  to  another.  The  board  had  practically  done 
nothing,  but  had  nibbled  away  at  little  schemes  of  alleged  beneficence — very 
likely  they  were  nice  little  schemes  in  their  way— and  they  had  not  been 
able  to  spend  any  material  part  of  the  funds  placed  at  their  disposal.  Now 
they  came  to  Parliament  and  said — Please  give  us  some  other  nice  little 
schemes  on  whieh  we  may  spend  this  money  ;  which  meant  a  further  means 
of  evading  the  main  purpose  for  which  Parliament  gave  them  the  money  and 
for  which  they  existed.  And  because  members  wished  to  have  more 
information  and  wished  to  keep  the  board  to  its  proper  duties,  they  were 
gibbeted  in  this  report  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland." 

But  this  action  is  all  of  one  piece  with  the  Constitutionalism  of  t]m 
Constitutional  Government. 


There  was  an  important  letter  in  the  Time^^ 
"Our  Military     recently  (signed  "Custos")  pointing  out  that 
Needs."  there  is  no  foundation  for  the  prevailing  belief 

that  when  the  War  in  South  Africa  is  over  we 
shall  at  once  find  ourselves  in  a  position  of  comparative  strength,  on 
account  of  the  happy  return  of  large  numbers  of  troops  to  the  United 
Kingdom.    The  figures  given  may  be  exhibited  in  this  way : — 
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Troojw  landed  in  South  Africa  from  this  country 
and  India  (exclusive  of  colonial  forces,  which 
must  be  disbanded)   

Le9s  Troops  which  must  return  to  civil  life  as  soon 
as  the  War  is  ended  : — 

(1)  Army  Reserve... 

(2)  Militia  Reserve 

(3)  Militia  

(4)  Yeomanry 

(5)  Volunteers 


Ij€9S  Casualties  {^Minimum  Estimate) : — 
Died  of  Wounds  or  Disease 
Of  Invalided  home  (20,000)  assume  that  one 
quarter  will  be  permanently  disabled 

Total  Casualties  for  the  whole  force  of  233,000... 

Assume  that  one  half  only  of  these  fall  on  the 
regular  troops  (say) 

Total  remaining  with  colours  at  end  of  War 

Z«M  wanted  for  India 

Do.      do.  garrisons   

Do.      do.  to  garrison  South  Africa   

Total  number  of  men  with  the  colours  set  free  at  the 
end  of  the  War  to  serve  in  the  United  Kingdom 


204,000 


62,000 
9,000 
21,000 
10,000 

10,000—112,000 


92,000 


8,000 

5,000 
13,000 


7,000 


85,000 

10,000 
4,000 
50,000—  64,000 


21,000 


"  Custos  "  adds  :— 

Having  regard  to  the  present  political  outlook,  I  ventm*e  to  think  that 
this  is  a  very  serious  state  of  affairs.  The  reserve  battalions  wiU  disappear 
automatically  next  year,  having  cost  the  country  an  enormous  sum.  They 
are  not,  and  they  never  will  be,  effective  for  want  of  officers,  and  they  cannot 
be  employed  abroad.  The  newly-raised  Line  battalions  must  be  mainly 
composed  of  boys,  who,  in  accordance  with  our  extravagant  military  arrange- 
ments, will  have  to  be  kept  for  two  or  three  years  before  becoming  soldiers 
in  anything  but  the  name.    They,  also,  cannot  be  properly  officered  at 


No  one  who  considers  the  above  facts  can  come  to  any  other  conclusion 
than  that  the  Government  which  failed  to  rise  even  approximately  to  a 
conception  of  the  requirements  of  the  '  inevitable  war '  in  South  Africa  has 
failed  as  completely  to  understand  the  general  military  needs  of  the  Empire 
at  the  present  moment.'' 

We  do  not  pretend  to  say  what  our  military  needs  are  ;  but  the  above 
figures  are  very  striking  and  ought  carefully  to  be  borne  in  mind. 
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DISSOLUTION  AND  ELECTION  CRIES. 


[We  reprint  the  following  from  the     Economist"  of  July  28tk, 
1900^  not  because  we  necessarily  endorse  every  word  of  it,  but  because  it 
is,  on  the  whole,  an  admirable  presentment,  from  a  non-party  source, 
the  case  against  a  Khaki  election.] 

Lord  James  of  Hereford  made  a  few  days  ago  an  electioneering 
speech  which  would  have  attracted  much  attention  as  an  attempt  to 
force  an  issue  on  the  country  had  it  not  been  eclipsed  by  the  speech  to 
the  same  effect  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  the  House  of  Commons.  Both 
speeches  were  to  the  same  effect,  viz.,  the  threat  of  a  "Khaki" 
dissolution.  Every  other  question  is,  according  to  these  two  poli- 
ticians, to  be  set  aside,  and  the  one  sole  question  to  be  pronounced  upon 
is  to  be  the  South  African  War,  the  negotiations  that  led  up  to  it,  the 
conduct  of  the  war  by  the  Grovemment,  and  its  inevitable  pohtical 
issues.  In  taking  up  this  line  Lord  James  attacked  that  section  of  the 
Liberal  party  which  calls  itself  Liberal  Imperialist,  and  accused  it  of 
inconsistency  in  approving  of  the  war,  in  defending  it  as  alike  just  and 
necessary,  and  yet  in  opposing  the  "Government  which  made  it.  We 
quote  the  words  used  by  Lord  James*  in  order  that  there  may  be  no 
mistake : — 

**  Who  were  the  Liberal  Imperialists,  and  what  did  they  mean?  They 
came  as  candidates  before  the  constituencies,  and  they  said,  '  We  are  Libei»ls, 
and  we  support  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government  in  relation  to  that 
question  which  in  the  coming  election  must  be  the  only  Question  before  tiie 
people  of  this  country.'  He  objected  to  Unionist  candioatee  being  opposed 
by  men  who  had  nothing  to  say  but  that  they  thought  the  Government  was 
right  in  what  had  been  done.    He  wanted  to  have  the  fight  fairly  fought." 

We  are  not  in  the  secrets  of  Liberal  Imperialists,  nor  do  we,  as  » 
matter  of  fact,  know  what  action  they  may  take  in  the  coming 
elections  ;  but,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  they  have  never  said  or  hinted 
that  the  war  "  must  be  the  only  question  before  the  people  of  this 
country."  Even  the  colleagues  of  .Lord  James  and  Mr.  Chamberlain 
have  not  said  this,  and  we  should  imagine  that  they  are  not  inclined 
to  thank  their  too  impulsive  colleagues  for  such  a  statement.  Are  we 
reaJly  to  understand  that  a  Parliament  is  to  be  elected  for  six  or  sevoi 
years  on  this  one  issue  alone?  Are  all  domestic  questions  to  be 
absolutely  forgotten  1  Are  all  the  other  serious  problems  in  different 
parts  of  the  world  to  be  ignored  1  And  that  on  account  of  a  war 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain  declares  to  be  enthusiastically  approved  of  by 
nearly  everybody]  If  we  all  approve  of  the  war,  and  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  policy  in  relation  thereto,  why  make  that  war  the  one 
ground  of  appeal  ]  The  people  are  wholly  with  the  Government,  and 
yet  the  Government  must  ask  the  people  whether  they  support  it  or  not 
To  what  unknown  region  has  the  logical  faculty  of  Mr.  Chamberlain 
and  Lord  James  taken  its  flight  1  As  to  the  Liberal  Imperialists, 
assuming  they  all  think  the  war  just  and  necessary,  are  they  to  say 

*At  Burton  on  July  2l8t. 
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nothing  as  to  its  management,  as  to  the  responsible  departments,  or  as 
to  the  singular  diplomacy  of  Mr.  Chamberlain  1  Is  their  agreement 
with  the  Government  on  the  bare  fact  of  the  war  itself  to  pi-eclude 
them  from  this  criticism,  especially  when  they  are  told  that  all 
domestic  questions  are  to  be  set  aside?  If  so,  support  of  the 
Government  means  nothing  else  than  entire  mental  slavery. 

This  attitude,  this  paring  down  of  the  political  issue  to  one  point  is, 
according  to  Lord  James,  Imperialism,  and  he  who  supports  it  is  an 
Imperialist.  From  which  we  infer  that  he  who  doubts  or  denies  it  is 
not.  Now  let  us  not  have  great  questions  befogged  by  the  bandy- 
ing about  of  mere  words.  Bacon  has  said  that  "words  are  the 
counters  of  wise  men  and  the  money  of " — those  who  are  not  wise. 
What  does  this  word  Imperialism  mean  1  Lord  James  does  not  tell  us, 
nor,  we  may  add,  has  any  politician  during  this  war  fever.  Does 
Imperialism  mean  that  we  approve  of  every  step  taken  in  the  building 
up  of  tliis  Empire?  Does  it  mean  that  the  annexation  of  waste 
deserts  is  of  the  same  value  as  the  colonisation  of  fertile  lands?  Does 
it  mean  that  we  are  to  snap  up  territory  wherever  we  can  get  it,  with- 
out regard  to  the  means  used,  the  end  to  be  attained,  or  the  respon- 
bihties  to  be  incurred  1  Does  it  mean  unlimited  expansion  1  Does 
it  mean  no  effort  to  relate  cost  to  result?  Does  it  refuse  to 
consider  our  relation  to  other  nations,  and  the  possible  way  in  which 
our  grabbing  propensities  may  affect  their  attitude  to  ourselves  ?  We 
daresay  that  Lord  James  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  would  say  that  it 
means  none  of  these  things.  Is  Imperialism,  then,  consistent  with 
Lord  Salisbury's  own  warning  that  we  should  seriously  consider  the 
grave  risks  we  are  incurring  in  any  policy  of  further  expansion  ?  Is  it 
consistent  with  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer's  warning  as  to  the 
serious  growth  of  expenditure  which  must  increase  with  great  responsi- 
bilities and  added  territory  ?  WTiat,  in  a  word,  is  Imperialism  ?  Sir 
William  Harcourt,  among  many  remembered  phrases,  coined  the 
phrase,  "  sane  Imperialism."  We  suppose  everyone  would  say  he  was 
a  sane  Imperialist,  but  the  words  are  vague,  and  help  us  no  further. 
Till  Lord  James  tells  us  exactly  what  he  means  by  Imperialist,  he  has 
no  right  to  assume  that  all  others  who  also  call  themselves  Imperialists 
are  bound  to  support  him  and  to  refrain  from  all  criticism.  They  may 
be  the  "  sane  "  Imperialists,  and  may  honestly  consider  him  not  quite  so 
sane,  and  surely  they  are  entitled  to  their  own  opinion  in  the  matter. 

It  is  simply  impossible  that,  after  this  rather  barren  Parliament  of 
more  than  five  years*  duration,  the  Government  can  compel  an  election 
on  one  sole  issue.  It  ought  not  to  be  done,  it  will  not  be  done. 
Doubtless  the  war,  although  its  glamour  has  somewhat  faded,  will  loom 
up  as  the  largest  issue,  but  it  will  not  be  the  sole  one.  Already  the 
vast,  dark  shadow  of  China  has  eclipsed  South  Africa,  and  while  we 
cannot  say  what  may  happen,  the  signs  are  that  this  Oriental  portent 
will  be  with  us  for  a  long  time  to  come.  If  so,  people  will  want  to 
know  what  our  Government  thinks  of  it,  and  what  principles  are  to 
guide  its  action  in  relation  thereto.  Nor  is  it  possible  for  any  Govern- 
ment to  ignore  those  urgent  domestic  questions  in  which  the  great 
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majority  are  more  interested  than  in  outside  problems.  The  psst 
policy  of  the  Ministry  will  not  be  ignored.  Tens  of  thousands 
will  want  to  know  about  the  policy  of  doles,  by  which  public 
money  was  put  into  the  pockets  of  landlords  and  clergy.  Many  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  question  of  the  discipline  and  ritual  of  the 
Church  of  England,  and  will  vote  on  that  issue  solely.  Others  who 
feel  the  burdens  of  local  taxation  or  the  evils  of  intemperance  will 
insist,  whether  politicians  like  it  or  not,  in  putting  their  questions  to 
the  front.  Quot  homineHf  tot  aenterUiee — we  should  not  have  thought  it 
needful  to  remind  two  prominent  public  men  of  that  old  Latin  saying 
did  we  not  see  that  they  think  it  possible  to  make  all  of  one  mind 
All  those  Liberals  who  are  of  opinion  that  domestic  a&irs  should  now 
come  to  the  front  will  aid  in  pushing  them  there,  and  in  compelling 
their  opponents  to  say  something  on  the  subject.  No ;  whatever  may 
be  the  result  of  the  elections  (which  are  apparently  to  take  place  in  tbi 
autumn),  they  will  not  and  cannot  be  fought  on  the  issue  of  the  war 
only.    Of  that  Lord  James  and  Mr.  Chamberlain  may  rest  assured. 


BILLS  OF  THE  SESSION. 

(An  asterisk  denotes  that  the  Bill  is  a  Government  Measure,) 


♦Prohibition  of  Exportation  op  Arms  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Exportation  of  Arms,  Ammunition,  and  Military  and  Naval  Stores, 
brought  from  the  Lords,  and  read  a  second  time  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  July  Slst. 

It  is  to  be  lawful  for  Her  Majesty  by  proclamation  to  prohibit  the 
exportation  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  and  naval  stores,  to 
any  country  or  place  therein  named,  whenever  Her  Majesty  shall 
judge  such  prohibition  to  be  expedient  in  order  to  prevent  such  arms, 
ammunition,  military  or  naval  stores,  being  used  against  Her  Majesty's 
subjects  or  forces,  or  against  any  forces  engaged  in  military  or  naval 
operations  in  co-operation  with  Her  Majesty's  forces. 

This  is  intended  to  check  such  practices  as  the  recent  importation 
of  arms  into  China.  Of  course  arms  cannot  be  exported  when  war  is 
actually  declared,  but  (as  in  the  present  instance)  difficult  cases  may 
easily  arise  short  of  recognised  war  in  the  international  legal  sense. 

Colonial  Marriages  (Deceasbp  Wipe's  Sister)  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  amend  the  Law  as  to  Marriage  contracted 
in  the  Colonies  with  a  Deceased  Wife's  Sister,  brought  from  the  Lords, 
June  22nd,  and  read  a  first  time  in  the  Commons,  June  22nd. 

Every  marriage  heretofore  or  hereafter  lawfully  ami  validly 
contracted  in  any  British  colony,  dependency,  or  possession,  between  a 
man  and  his  deceased  wife's  sister,  both  being  domiciled  therein,  is  to 
be  deemed  to  have  been  and  to  be  lawful  and  valid  for  all  purposes 
within  the  United  Kingdom,  unless  it  has  been,  before  the  passing  of 
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this  Act,  annulled  by  some  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  or  shall  be 
so  annulled  in  a  suit  instituted  before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  or  unless 
either  party  thereto  has  (after  the  marriage  and  during  the  life  of  the 
other)  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  lawfully  married  another ;  and 
such  evidence  as  would  be  proof,  or  presumptive  proof,  of  any  other 
marriage  shall  be  received  for  all  purposes  as  evidence  of  such  marriages 
respectively  ;  but  no  right,  title,  estate  or  interest,  whether  in  possession 
or  in  expectancy,  and  whether  vested  or  contingent,  at  the  time  of  the 
passing  of  this  Act  existing  in,  to,  or  in  respect  of  any  dignity,  title  of 
honour  or  property,  and  no  act  or  thing  before  the  passing  of  this  Act 
lawfully  done  or  omitted,  shall  be  prejudicially  affected  by  reason  of 
any  marriage  heretofore  contracted  as  aforesaid  being  mAde  lawful  and 
v^d  by  this  Act  as  aforesaid,  further  or  otherwise  than  the  same 
would  have  been  or  be  liable  to  be  so  affected  if  such  marriage  had 
been,  or  was,  lawfully  and  validly  contracted  in  the  United  Kingdom 
upon  the  day  of  the  passing  of  this  Act ;  and  no  claim  by  the  Crown 
for  duties  leviable  on  or  with  reference  to  death,  and  before  the  passing 
of  this  Act  due  and  payable,  and  no  payment  of  or  discharge  for  such 
duties  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  duly  made  or  given,  shall  be 
prejudicially  affected  hereby. 

Shops  (Early  Closing)  Bill  [h.l.]. 

A  Bill  intituled  an  Act  to  provide  for  the  Earlier  Closing  of  Shops, 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Lords  by  Lord  Avebury,  and  rejected  on 
second  reading  on  May  22nd  by  77  to  16.  The  following  is  the 
Memorandum  prefixed  to  the  Bill : — 

During  the  last  30  years  the  early  closing  of  shops  has  been 
frequently  before  the  House  of  Commons,  and  in  1886  the  Shop  Hours' 
Begulation  Bill,  which  deals  with  young  persons  under  18,  became 
law.  That  Bill  was  referred  by  the  House  of  Commons  to  a  Select 
Committee  which  took  a  great  deal  of  evidence,  and  so  impressed  were 
they  with  the  magnitude  and  gravity  of  the  evil,  that  besides  passing 
the  Bill  they  presented  to  the  House  a  special  report  suggesting  legis- 
lation on  the  lines  of  the  present  Early  Closing  Bill. 

The  report  which  was  adopted  unanimously,  called  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  practice  of  keeping  open  shops  until  a  late  hour 
of  the  evening  prevaUs  extensively " ;  that  the  hours  of  shop 
assistants  range,  in  many  places,  as  high  as  84  per  week,  that 
such  hours  must  be  generally  injurious,  and  often  ruinous,  to 
health";  *Hhat  the  great  majority  of  witnesses  expressed  their 
opinion  that  little  could  be  expected  from  voluntary  action 
in  the  poorer  neighbourhoods  " ;  and  they  ended  by  expressing  their 
opinion  that  "  nothing  short  of  legislation  would  be  effective,  and  that 
your  Committee  believe  that  employers  are  i^ot  indisposed  to  such 
limitation  provided  it  takes  the  form  of  a  general  early  closing  of 
•hops." 

Tliis  report  was  brou«;ht  to  the  attention  of  the  Presidents  of  the 
two  great  Colleges — the  College  of  Physicians  and  the  College  of 
Surgeons — and  in  conjunction  with  Sir  James  Paget,  Sir  W.  Priestleji 
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Sir  S.  Wilks,  Sir  R.  Quain,  Sir  A.  Clark,  and  Dr.  Playfair,  tiiey 
issued  a  circular  inviting  the  opinion  of  London  medical  men  to  the 
subject,  and  the  result  was  a  memorial — technically,  a  petition- 
signed  by  otrer  300  of  the  London  doctors,  stating  that  having  had 
our  attention  called  to  the  very  late  hours  to  which  shops  are  open, 
and  being  satisfied  that  such  prolonged  hours  of  labour  are  grievously 
injurious  to  health,  especially  in  the  case  of  women,  pray  your 
Honourable  House  to  enact  the  Elarly  Closing  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  J. 
Lubbock." 

The  late  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  then  Bishop  of 
L6ndon  (now  Archbishop  of  Canterbury)  issued  a  similar  circuUr 
from  a  moral  and  religious  point  of  view,  and  a  petition  in  support  of 
the  Bill  was  presented  by  a  large  majority  of  the  clergy  of  London. 

No  doubt  the  injury  is  greatest  in  the  case  of  women,  and  a  similar 
memorial  was  presented,  signed  by  some  400  of  the  nurses  in  our  great 
metropolitan  hospitals. 

A  great  deal  has  been  done  of  late  to  improve  the  moral  and 
intellectual  condition  of  our  London  people,  but  what  use  are  evening 
schools,  or  polytechnics,  or  public  libraries,  to  shopkeeper  and  assistants 
who  are  at  work  till  9,  10,  or  11  o'clock  at  night  ? 

The  House  of  Commons  Committee  reported  that  in  many  places 
the  hours  of  labour  in  shops  amount  to  84  in  the  week,  or  about  30 
hours  a  week  more  than  artisans.  Eighty-four  hours  a  week  is  U 
hours  a  day ;  if  we  allow  eight  for  sleep — little  enough  under  such 
circumstances — there  remain  two  hours  out  of  the  24  for  dressing  and 
undressing,  for  going  to  and  from  the  work,  for  breakfast  and  sapper. 
Not  an  hour,  not  a  moment,  is  left  for  amusement,  for  fresh  air^  for 
Relf-improvement  or  family  intercourse.  No  wonder  their  health 
breaks  down,  no  wonder  our  medical  men  made  their  solemn  protest 

In  March,  1893,  the  House  of  Commons  unanimously  resolved, 
"  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  excessive  and  unnecessarily 
long  hours  of  labour  in  shops  are  injurious  to  the  comfort^  health,  and 
well-being  of  all  concerned ;  and  that  it  is  desirable  to  give  to  local 
authorities  such  powers  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry 
out  the  general  wishes  of  the  shopkeeping  community  with  reference 
to  the  hours  of  closing." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution  the  present  Bill  was  introduced. 
We  propose  that  two- thirds  of  the  shop-keepers  in  any  locality  should 
be  authorised  to  memorialise  the  local  authority,  and  that  the  local 
authority  should  then  be  empowered  to  close  the  shops  (with  one  or 
two  specified  exceptions)  at  the  hour  named ;  and  that  with  the  same 
safeguards  the  local  authority  should  be  empowered  to  enact  a  half- 
holiday.  It  has  twice  passed  through  second  reading  in  the  House  of 
Commons  without  opposition.  The  provisions  have  been  approved  by 
two  House  of  Commons  Committees,  and  all  the  amendments  sug- 
gested by  the  Home  Office  have  been  introduced.  The  promoters, 
however,  owing  to  the  House  of  Commons  rules,  have  never  been  able 
to  get  a  day  for  the  third  reading. 

The  classes  primarily  affected  by  the  Bill  are  the  assistants,  tlin 
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customers,  and  the  shopkeepers,  and  the  Bill  haR  the  support  of  all 
three. 

In  almost  every  great  city  one  or  more  public  meetings,  with  the 
Mayor  in  the  chair — Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Bristol, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  many  more — have  been  held  in  support  of 
the  Bill,  and  it  is  not  known  that  there  has  ever  been  one  against  it. 
Again,  petitions  with  thousands  of  signatures  have  been  presented 
for  the  Bill,  and  scarcely  any  against  it.  The  Trades  Councils  of 
London,  Manchester,  Liverpool,  Bristol,  Hull,  Edinburgh,  Glasgow, 
Lmblin,  and  other  places,  may  fairly  be  taken  to  represent  the  views 
of  working  men  and  they  have  passed  unanimous  resolutions  in  favour 
of  the  Bill. 

The  shopkeepers  are  warm  supporters  of  the  Bill.  It  is,  in  fact, 
the  Shopkeepers'  Bill.  They  only  ask  Parliament  to  grant  them  the 
power  and  they  will  shorten  the  hours.  The  petitions  in  favour  of  the 
Bill  were  to  a  great  extent  signed  by  shopkeepers.  As  regards  London 
a  petition  in  its  favor  has  been  signed  by  more  than  half  the  shop- 
keepers affected.  The  Bill  has  also  been  considered  clause  by  clause, 
and  line  by  line,  and  approved  by  two  important  Congresses  of  shop- 
keepers, one  held  at  Nottingham  and  one  at  Glasgow.  But  the 
strongest  evidence  is  the  action  of  shopkeepers'  associations.  The 
BiU  is  supported  by  about  100  shopkeepers'  associations  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  so  far  as  we  know,  there  is  practic- 
ally no  opposition  from  any  shopkeepers'  association  so  far  as  the 
second  reading  is  concerned. 


POINTS    FROM  SPEECHES. 


Sir  B.  H.  Carson.  Loaghboroni^  Jane  2l8t,  1900. 

He  knew  it  was  said  it  would  be  unpatriotic  for  them  to  appeal 
to  the  country  pending  a  settlement,  but,  in  the  first  place,  the  life 
of  this  Parliament  was  not  long  enough  to  enable  it  wholly  to 
carry  out  this  settlement,  and  he  did  not  see  where  the  want  of 
patriotiBm  arose  when  the  Crovemment  was  able  boldly  to  come 
forward  to  the  millions  who  composed  its  constituents  and  say, 
*  Here  we  have  launched  you  in  a  great  war ;  we  have  carried  on 
the  war  with  success ;  we  propose  certain  terms  on  which  the 
countries  we  have  conquerea  should  be  annexed,  and  we  ask  our 
fellow-countrymen  to  endorse  the  settlement,  or  to  say  they  dis- 
approve of  it.' " 

From  the  Times,  Jim«  21«*,  1900. 

In  his  anxiety  to  find  a  Khaki  issue.  Sir  Edward  Carson  has  given  the 
whole  (Government  case  away.  "  We  have  launched  you,"  he  makes 
Ministers  say,  "  in  a  great  war  "  ;  but  we  have,  up  to  now,  always  been 
told  that  it  was  the  Boers  who  by  the  ultimatum  launched  themselves 
and  us  into  war. 
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Lord  Cross. 


JnlyStli^lSOQ. 


**  The  {Compensation)  Act  had  worked  smoothly.  The  principles 
upon  which  it  was  interpreted  in  Courts  of  law  were  now  fidljr 
understood." 


The  best  comment  on  this  is  the  judgment  of  Lord  Justice  Collins 
quoted  last  month  : — "  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  give  any  clear 
and  satisfactory  interpretation  which  will  be  perfectly  consistent  witli 
all  the  provisions  of  this  Act  {the  Workmen^s  Compemation  Act).  I 
have  long  since  come  to  the  conclusion  that  that  is  impossible,  and 
therefore  I  have  to  make  the  best  guess  that  I  can  at  what  the 
Legislature  must  be  taken  to  have  meant  in  the  particular  sections  that 
we  are  dealing  with." 


The  Duke  of  Devonshire.  House  of  Lords,  July  6th,  19011 

**  We  have  not  waited  for  the  Irish  landlords  to  make  proposals. 
In  connection  with  the  Local  Government  Act,  passed  two  years  ago, 
the  Crovemment  proposed  and  carried  a  provision  which  relieved 
them  of  half  the  Poor  rate,  involving  an  expense  of  £316,000  a  year. 
There  is  a  measure  now  before  ParUament — the  Tithe  Rent-Chai^ 
Bill — which  Irish  landlords  have  frequently  asked  for,  and  which 
will  give  them  some  further  relief  of  the  same  character.  I  do  not 
say  that  these  measures  have  given,  or  are  capable  of  giving,  the 
full  measure  of  compensation  to  which  they  may  think  themselves 
entitled,  but  I  do  say  that  these  measures  show  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  a  sympathetic  spirit  towards  a  class  and  an  interest 
which  we  believe  to  be  in  an  unfortunate  and  difficult  position." 

From  the  Times,  J%dy  7th,  1900. 
Far  too  "sympathetic"  for  the  taxpayer  who  has  to  provide  tiie 
"  sympathy." 


Lord  James  of  Hereford.  Burton,  July  2l8t,  1900. 

**They  knew,  however,  that  their  opponents  had  had  a  great 
advantage.  They  had  been  for  five  years  in  Opposition — a  fact 
which  was  generally  a  source  of  strength — yet  at  this  moment  was  it 
not  strange  that  those  men  who  had  had  the  advantage  of  five  years 
of  Opposition  life  were  praying  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  not  be  consulted,  and  that  the  Crovemment  which  had  had 
all  the  disadvantage  of  a  five  years'  criticism  would  certainly  take 
the  opinion  of  the  people." 


Exactly — what  Liberals  object  to  is  a  General  Election  in  which  the 
last  five  years  would  be  carefully  obscured  by  khakiness.  Yet  Lord 
James  in  one  and  the  same  speech  says : — 

(1)  The  next  General  Election  must  turn  on  South  Africa  alone. 

(2)  What  a  miserable  Opposition  you  must  be  not  to  be  stronger  in 
view  of  the  Unionist  five  years*  record  as  a  Government ! 

But  a  Tory  M.P.  has  frankly  admitted  that  if  the  issue  is  the 
Unionist  record  (or  one  of  common  local  electioneering,"  as  he 
called  it)  the  Government  would  fare  badly.    All  Liberals  ask  is  ft. 


From  the  TiMBS,  July  1900. 


From  the  Timbs,  July  2M,  1900. 
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fair  fight,  in  which  just  pride  in  British  valour  and  in  the^gallantry 
and  sacrifice  of  our  fellow-countrymen  shall  not  be  used  as  a  sponge 
to  wipe  out  the  five  years'  record  chalked  up  on  the  Tory  slate. 


From  the  Westminster  Qazette,  July  m,  1900. 

Mr.  Ritchie  has  invented  a  beautifully  simple  formula  for  ez- 
pUining  broken  promises.  Confronted  last  night  by  Sir  Howard 
Vincent,  who  demanded  the  reason  why  no  legislation  had  been 
introduced  to  exclude  aliens,  Mr.  Ritchie  said  : — 

*  The  reason  is  that  the  Uoase  has  been  engaged  in  other  business.' 
Exactly — what  could  be  more  con\'incing?  You  entrust  your  so^ 
ticitor  with  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  investment.  Later  on  you 
come  and  ask  him  why  he  has  not  invested  it  in  your  name.  *  The 
reason,*  he  replies,  *  is  that  the  money  has  been  spent  in  other  ways.' 
After  that  any  idea  you  might  have  had  of  fraud  or  breach  of  faith. 


We  wonder  what  the  constituencies  will  think  of  the  Ritchie 
formula. 


From  the  Leicester  Free  Press,  July  mh,  1900. 

In  1895  the  Conservative  Central  Office  issued  a  leaflet  inform- 
ing UB  that  IT  IS  WAB,    AND  BAD  TRADE  RESULTING  FROM  WARS, 

wmcH  HELP  TO  BfAKE  THE  LrTTLE  LOAF.  This  was  intended  as  a 
warning  against  the  proclivity  of  the  Liberal  Government  for  war, 
and  it  was  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Ghidstone  had  seven  wars  between 
1880  and  1885.  That  was  untrue,  but  it  does  not  matter  now. 
What  we  want  to  drive  home  is  the  doctrine  enunciated  in  that 
Tory  leaflet  that  war  makes  bad  trade  and  dear  food,  and  that  the 
electors  should  not  support  any  party  that  cannot  keep  out  of  war, 
which  is  in  ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred  the  result  of  bad  manage- 
ment. It  needs  no  genius  to  get  into  war,  but  statesmen  are 
clever  men  who  can  usually  settle  matters  without  war.  And  so  the 
present  €rovemment  must  be  judged  by  the  number  of  its  wars, 
according  to  its  own  leaflet.  During  the  Ave  years  it  has  been  in 
power  the  present  Government  has  had  wars  in 


Just  a  round  dozen  in  five  years !  No  wonder  they  want  to 
dear  out  before  their  time  is  up,  for  there  are  more  wars  to  come 
as  the  result  of  their  incompetence." 

And  we  do  not  forget  Mr  Curzon's  boasts  nearly  five  years  ago 
about  the  period  of  peace  that  was  in  store  for  us,  thanks  to  the 
** calibre"  of  this  Government. 


POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


of  course,  disappears  at  once." 


Bechuanaland, 
Basutoland, 
Baluchistan, 
The  Crold  Coast, 
Indian  Frontier, 
Matabeleland, 


South  Africa, 
China. 


Sierra  Leone, 
The  Soudan, 
Ashanti, 


Nigeria, 
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Fr  mi  the  Daily  News,  July  mh,  1900. 

**One  pound  of  raw  flour,  which  the  soldiers  have  to  cook  after 
a  hard  day's  luarch,  is  served  out  to  each  man  every  alternate  daj. 
The  following  day  he  gets  one  pound  of  biscuits.  In  this  country 
there  is  no  fuel  excepting  a  little  oxdung  dried  by  the  sun.  If  a 
soldier  is  lucky  enough  to  pick  up  a  little  he  can  go  to  the  nearest 
water,  of  which  there  is  plenty,  mix  his  cake  without  yeast  or 
baking-powder,  and  make  some  sort  of  a  wretched  mouthful.  He 
gets  one  pound  of  raw  fresh  meat  daily,  which  nine  times  out  of 
ten  he  cannot  cook,  and  there  his  supplies  end. 

**  What  has  become  of  the  rations  of  rum,  of  sugar,  of  tea,  of 
cocoa,  of  groceries  generally  ?  Ask  at  the  snug  little  railway  sidingi 
where  the  goods  are  stacked — and  forgotten.  Ask  in  the  big  stores 
in  Capetown  and  other  seaport  towns.  Ask  in  your  own  countey, 
where  countless  thousands  of  pounds  worth  of  foodstuffs  lie  rotting 
in  the  warehouse,  bound  up  and  tied  down  with  red  tape  bandages. 

**  Ask— yes,  ask  ;  but  don't  stop  at  asking — damn  somebody  high 
up  in  power,  for  the  taint  of  this  shameful  thing  rests  upon  you, 
upon  every  Briton  whose  homes,  privileges,  and  prosperity  is  being 
safeguarded  by  these  famishing  men.  The  folk  in  authority  will 
profiibly  tell  you  that  General  Rundle  and  his  splendid  fellows  are 
so  isolated  that  food  cannot  be  obtained  for  them.  I  say  that  is 
false,  for  recently  I,  in  company  with  another  con'espondent,  left 
Greneral  Rundle's  camp  without  an  escort.  We  made  our  way  in 
the  saddle,  taking  our  two  Cape  carts  with  us  to  Winburg  station ; 
leaving  our  horse-flesh  there  we  took  train  for  East  London.  Then 
back  to  the  junction,  and  trained  down  to  Capetown,  where  we 
remained  for  48  hours,  and  then  made  our  way  back  to  Winburg, 
and  from  Winbuig  we  came  without  escort  to  rejoin  Greneral  Rundle 
at  Hammonia.  If  two  correspondents  could  traverse  that  country 
and  get  through  with  winter  supplies  for  themselves,  why  cannot 
the  transport  people  manage  to  do  the  same  ?    .    .  . 

Britain  asks  of  Rundle  the  fulfilment  of  a  task  that  would 
tax  the  energies  and  abilities  of  the  first  general  in  Europe,  and 
with  a  stout  heart  he  faces  the  work  in  front  of  him,  faces  it 
with  men  whose  knees  knock  under  them  when  they  march,  with 
hands  that  shake  when  they  shoulder  their  rifles — shake,  but  not 
with  fear ;  tremble,  but  not  from  wounds,  but  from  weakness,  from 
poverty  of  blood  and  muscle,  brought  about  by  continual  hunger. 
Are  those  men  fit  to  storm  a  kopje  ?  Are  they  fit  to  tramp  the 
whole  night  through  to  make  a  forced  march  to  turn  a  position,  and 
then  fight  like  their  fathers  fought  next  day  ? 

**I  tell  you  no.    And  yours  be  the  shame  if  the  Empire's  flag 

be  lowered — ^not  theirs,  but  yours — for  you  what  do  you  do/ 

You  stand  in  your  music-halls  and  shout  tne  chorus  of  songs  full  of 
sentiments  of  pride  for  your  soldiers,  full  of  praise  for  his  patience, 
his  pluck,  and  his  devotion  to  duty  ;  and  you  let  him  go  hungry,  so 
hungry  that  I  have  seen  him  quarrel  with  a  nigger  for  a  handful  of 
raw  mealies  on  the  march.  It  is  so  cheap  to  sing,  especially  when 
your  bellies  are  full  of  good  eating  ;  it  costs  nothing  to  open  your 
mouths  and  bawl  praises.  It  is  pleasant  to  swagger  and  brag  of 
*  your  fellows  at  the  front,'  but  why  don't  you  see  that  they  are  fed, 
if  you  want  them  to  fight  i " 


Letter  fi^m  Mb.  Halis. 


A  very  dreadful  indictment. 


Aucnst,  190ai 
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From  the  Birmltigham  Daily  Post,  J^dy  dOth,  1900. 

"Rumour  has  again  been  busy  with  the  date  of  the  general 
election.  .  .  .  The  truth,  we  believe,  is  that  no  date  has  been 
&xed  and  no  determination  arrived  at.  This  being  so  there  is  sfill 
time  for  a  few  plain  words  on  the  subject.  .  .  .  There  are  two 
reasons  against  an  appeal  to  the  country  before  the  new  year  :  A 
large  body  of  competent  citizens  are  anxiously  awaiting  the  oppor- 
tunity which  the  new  registers  will  give  them  of  recording  their 
votes  on  the  political  questions  of  the  day  ;  and  another  body  of 
competent  citizens  now  fighting  for  their  country  ought  not,  if  it 
can  be  helped,  to  be  deprived  of  their  right  of  giving  their  verdict 
on  the  war  in  which  they  have  taken  such  an  invaluable  part.  .  . 
It  is  manifest,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  urgency  for  an  appeal  to 
the  country  as  against  the  House  of  Commons.  The  electorate  is, 
in  fact,  practically  unanimous  in  justifying  the  war,  and  in 
approving  of  what  is  now  admitted  to  be  its  only  possible  conclusion 
— ^annexation  of  the  Republics  and  political  punishment  of  the 
Colonial  subjects  of  the  Queen  who  have  been  found  guilty  of 
treason.  With  reg^ird  to  the  conduct  of  the  war  and  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  War  Office  for  its  share  in  its  failures,  public  opinion 
may  not  be  so  unanimous  ;  but  at  present  there  is  no  sufficient 
evidence  available  to  allow  of  a  fair  verdict.  For  one  thing,  the 
war  is  not  yet  over.  A  succession  of  '  unfortunate  occurrences '  has 
weakened  our  position,  and  given  fresh  heart  to  the  enemy.  That 
the  *  military  promenade '  which  inspired  so  many  incompetent  men 
to  press  their  fatal  services  on  the  War  Office  nine  months  ajjo  has 
dragged  on  through  a  South  African  summer  and  winter  is,  no 
doubt,  a  terrible  (^appointment ;  but  the  country  is  quite  alive  to 
the  distinction  between  questions  of  policy  and  questions  of  military 
administration.  For  our  part,  we  nave  no  doubt  whatever  as  to 
verdict  of  the  great  majority  concerning  the  Boer  responsibility  for  the 
war  and  the  consequent  obligations  imposed  on  the  imperial  Govern- 
ment ;  but  there  must  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  determination  of  the 
electors  to  sift  to  the  bottom  the  miserable  experience  of  blunder  and 
failure  that  has  dogged  the  footsteps  of  so  many  of  our  officers  from 
the  very  first  days  of  the  campaign  down  to  last  week  ...  As  it 
happ»ens,  there  is  at  this  moment  not  one  great  foreign  question, 
but  two,  in  which  the  country  is  deeply  interested.  Tfiie  crisis  in 
China  is  one  which  may  suddenly  draw  Great  Britain  into  an 
*  entanglement '  far  more  hazardous  than  that  of  Ladysmith,  unless 
the  situation  is  treated  with  the  utmost  circumspection.  .  .  . 
As  things  are,  the  Government  can  give  us  no  information,  much 
less  can  they  announce  any  policy,  and  there  would  be  a  start- 
ling innovation  were  a  Prime  Minister,  who  is  also  a  Foreign 
Minister,  to  launch  the  country  upon  a  general  election  when  cm  the 
greatest  foreign  question  of  the  hour  he  must  confess  himself  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  facts,  and  consequently  undecided  as  to  his  policy. 
.  .  .  We  are  dealing  only  with  the  iiumediate  present,  and 
limiting  our  opinion  by  that  circumstance  we  do  not  see  any  ground 
for  the  plea  of  *  urgency  *  for  a  general  election  on  an  almost  dead 
register,  with  a  Parliamentary  majority  unbroken,  with  no  evidence 
of  opposition  in  any  effective  form  in  the  country,  and  with  a  legal 
Parliamentary  life  remaining  nearly  two  years." 

We  are  glad  to  find  a  Unionist  journal  alive  to  the  fact  that  a 
Khaki  election  would  be  a  scandal. 
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Correspondence  relating  to  the  Affiiirs  of 
The  Treatment  op    the  Cape  Colony.    [Cd — 264.]    Price  5d. 
THE  Cape  Rebels.         This  South  African  Blue  Book  deals  more 
particularly  with  the  invasion  of  the  Gape 
Colony  and  the  rebellion  of  a  large  number  of  the  Colonists. 

THE  BOERS  AND  THE  CAPE  COLONISTS. 

The  first  document  given  is  a  despatch  (dated  January  16th,  1900) 
from  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  in  which  he  summarises  what  went  on  in  the 
northern  part  of  Cape  Colony  (Colesberg,  Albert,  AJiwal  North, 
Wodehouse,  and  Barkly  East)  when  the  Cape  Colony  was  invaded  hj 
the  Boers.  Sir  Alfred  says  that  in  the  invaded  districts  the  method  of 
occupation  has  always  been  more  or  less  the  same.  The  procedure  u 
said  to  have  been  as  follows  : — 

A  ooromando  enters,  the  Orange  Free  State  flag  is  hoisted,  a  meeting  is 
held  in  the  Court-house  or  market-place,  and  a  proclamation  is  read, 
annexing  the  district.  The  commandant  then  makes  a  speech,  in  which  be 
explains  that  the  people  must  now  obey  the  Free  State  laws  generallj, 
though  they  are  at  present  under  martial  law.  A  local  Landdroet  k 
appointed  and  loyal  subjects  are  given  a  few  days  or  hours  in  which  to  quit, 
or  be  compelled  to  serve  against  their  country.  In  either  case  they  loat 
their  property  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  If  they  elect  to  quit  they  are 
often  robbed  before  starting  or  on  the  journey  ;  if  they  stay  their  property 
and  themselves  are  commandeered. 

**The  number  of  rebels  who  have  actually  taken  up  arms  and  joined  the 
enemy  during  their  progress  throughout  the  five  annexed  districts  can  for 
the  present  only  be  matter  of  conjecture.  I  shall,  however,  be  on  the  safe 
side  in  reckoning  that  during  November  it  was  a  number  not  less  than  the 
total  of  the  invading  commandos,  that  is,  2,000,  while  it  is  probable  that  of 
the  invading  commandos  themselves  a  certain  proportion  were  coloniets  who 
had  crossed  the  border  before  the  invasion  took  place.  And  the  number, 
whatever  it  was,  which  joined  the  enemy  before  and  during  November  has 
been  increased  since. 

'*A  well-informed  refugee  from  the  Albert  district  has  estimated  the 
total  number  of  Colonial  Boers  who  have  joined  the  enemy  in  the  invaded 
districts  south  of  the  Orange  River  at  3,000  to  4,000.  In  the  districts  noith 
of  that  river,  to  which  I  referred  at  the  beginning  of  this  despatch,  the 
number  can  hardly  be  less.  Adding  to  these  the  men  who  became  burghers 
of  the  Transvaal  immediately  before,  or  just  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  with 
the  view  of  taking  up  arms  in  the  struggle,  I  am  forced  to  the  conclnsioa 
that,  in  round  figures,  not  less  than  10,  (XK)  of  those  now  fighting  againet  as 
in  South  Africa,  and  probably  somewhat  more,  either  are,  or  Ull  quite 
recently  were,  subjects  of  the  Queen." 

THE  PROPOSALS  OP  THE  CAPE  MINISTRY. 

On  April  28th  Mr.  Schreiner,  on  behalf  of  his  Ministry,  which  was 
at  that  time  in  office,  submitted  proposals  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  pro- 
posing the  appointment  of  a  Judicial  Commission  for  the  trial  of  peraoM 
indicted  for  high  treason,  the  suggested  Commission  to  consist  of  («) 
two  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ami  (h)  a  barrister  of  not  less  than 
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10  years'  standing.  This  procedure  to  replace  trial  by  jury.  On  May 
18th  the  Cape  Ministry  presented  a  minute  as  to  the  treatment  whicn 
shoald  be  meted  out  to  the  rebels.  This  minute  was  not  telegraphed 
home  in  full,  but  is  thus  summarised  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner  : — 

After  pointing  out  that  insurrection  was  consequence  of  invasion  and 
in  general  subsided  as  soon  as  invading  force  was  withdrawn,  and  that  it  was 
accompanied  by  few,  if  any,  cases  of  personal  outrage  or  murder,  and  no 
great  amount  of  destruction  of  private  pmperty,  they  express  their  confi- 
dence that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  not  desire  to  embrace  in  any 
general  proscription  the  majority  of  those  misguided  men  who  have  joined 
ranks  of  rebels.  They  submit  that  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  served  by 
the  selection  of  a  number  of  the  principal  offenders,  whose  trials  would 
mark  the  magnitude  of  their  offence,  and  whose  punishment  if  found  guilty 
would  act  as  a  deterrent.  For  the  remainder,  they  believe  that  interests  of 
sound  policy  and  of  public  morality  would  be  served  if  her  Majesty's 
Government  were  to  issue,  as  act  of  grace,  proclamation  under  which,  upon 
giving  proper  security  for  their  good  behaviour,  all  persons  chargeable  for 
high  treason,  except  those  held  for  trial,  might  be  enlarged  and  allowed  to 
return  to  their  avocations.  They  urge  such  a  step,  not  only  on  ground  of 
natural  desire  for  clemency  of  her  Majesty  the  Queen,  but  from  a  deep  sense 
of  importance  of  such  a  step  to  future  well-being  of  country. 

The  arguments  that  follow  may  be  summarised  thus  : — (1)  Necessity  of 
uniting  white  races  in  view  of  large  and  increasing  barbarian  population. 
(3)  Majorify  of  Dutch  population  have  shown  commendable  self-restraint, 
an  l  upon  this  loyal  majority  policy  of  well  considered  clemency  would  have 
best  possible  effect.  (3)  Example  of  Lower  Canada  in  1837-38,  when 
moderation  of  policy  adopted  very  conspicuous  and  attended  by  happiest 
results.  Cape  rebellion  of  milder  type  than  Canadian  rebellion,  which  was 
attended  by  dreadful  murders  and  outrages. 

Ministers  conclude  by  pointing  out  agitation  and  unrest  due  to  uncer- 
tainty as  to  fate  of  those  who  have  taken  part  in  rebellion  and  respectfully 
on^e  authoritative  expression  of  views  of  her  Majesty's  Government  earliesu 
pcissible  date." 

MK.  chamberlain's  PROPOSALS. 

To  this  minute  Mr.  Chamberlain  replied  in  a  telegram  of  May 
4th.  "Clemency  to  rebels"  is  declared  to  be  a  policy  having  the 
hearty  sympathy  of  the  Home  Grovemment,  but  "justice  to  loyalists  is 
an  obligation  of  duty  and  honour."  The  question  is — "  How  can  these 
two  policies  be  harmonised  "  : — 

"It  is  clear  that  in  the  interests  of  future  peace  it  is  necessary  to  show 
that  rebellion  cannot  be  indulged  in  with  impunity,  and  above  all  that  if 
unsuccessful  it  is  not  a  profitable  business  for  the  rebel. 

"  Otherwise  the  State  would  be  offering  a  premium  to  rebellion.  The 
present  moment,  therefore,  while  the  war  is  still  proceeding,  and  while 
efforts  may  still  be  made  to  tempt  British  subjects  into  rebeUious  courses,  is 
in  any  case  not  appropriate  for  announcing  that  such  action  may  be  indulged 
in  with  absolute  impunity.  And  if,  as  has  been  suggested,  a  great  many  of 
the  Queen's  rebellious  subjects  are  the  mere  tools  of  those  who  have 
deceived  them,  it  is  important  that  these  should  be  made  aiyare  individually 
that  whatever  their  leaders  may  tell  them  rebellion  is  a  punishable  offence. 

Up  to  this  time  very  lenient  treatment  has  been  meted  out  to  rebels. 
Although,  according  to  the  law  of  the  Cape  Colony  and  under  Martial  Law 
the  punishment  of  death  might  have  been  inflicted,  in  no  case  has  any  rebel 
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suffered  the  capital  penalty,  and  the  vast  majority  have  been  permitted  for 
the  present  to  return  to  their  homes  and  td  resume  their  occupations." 
The  rebels  are  then  divided  into  six  classes : — 

Suggested  Procedure  far 
Pnnishment, 


Class. 


To  be  brought  before  the  Judicial 
Commission  and  tried. 


5. 


To  be  allowed  to  plead  guilty, 
and  then  sentenced  to  a  fine  or 
released  on  recognisance— in  either 
case  to  be  disfranchised. 


To  be  disfranchisod  only. 

parallel  Mr. 


1.  The  ringleaders  and  promoters. 

2.  Those  who  have  committed  out- 

rages or  looted  the  property  of 
their  loval  fellow  subjects. 

3.  Those  who  have  committed  acts 

contrary  to  the  usages  of  civi- 
lised warfare,  such  as  abuse  of 
the  white  flag,  firing  on  hospi- 
tab,  etc. 

4.  Those  who,  though  not  guilty  of 

either  of  those  offences,  have 
openly  and  willingly  waged  war 
against  her  Majesty's  forces. 
Those  who  confined  themselves 
to  aiding  her  Majesty's  enemies 
by  giving  information  or  fur- 
nishms  provisions. 
6.  Those  wnu  can  satisfactorily  prove 
that  they  acted  under  compul- 
sion. ) 
As  to  the  suggested  amnesty  and  the  Canadian 
Chamberlain  says : — 

Her  Majesty's  Government  would  only  observe  that  the  policy  which 
they  have  indicated  in  this  telegram  appears  to  them  to  be  one  not  merely  of 
justice  but  of  clemency  which  the  whole  white  population  of  the  Colony 
miffht  well  accept  as  satisfactory,  and  which  should  not,  any  more  than  the 
ordinary  administration  of  justice,  encourage  the  natives  to  think  that  the 
two  white  races  are  permanently  disunited,  while  with  especial  reference  to 
the  third  reason,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  expediency  of  the  action  to  be 
taken  in  such  cases  depends  upon  circumstances  which  must  vary  greatly 
according  to  date  and  locality.  In  Lower  Canada  in  1837-38  there  was  » 
revolt  during  peace  against  the  Queen's  authority,  founded  on  grievaooefr 
under  constitutional  conditions  which  were  recognised  as  unsatisfactory  br 
the  Grovernment  ofi;he  day  and  altered  by  subsequent  legislation.  In  the 
Cape  there  has  been  adhesion  to  the  Queen's  enemies  during  war  by  those 
who  have  not  even  the  pretext  of  any  grievance,  and  who  have  for  a  genera- 
tion enjoyed  full  constitutional  liberty.  In  Canada  the  insurrection  wa» 
never  a  formidable  one  from  a  military  point  of  view,  in  the  Cape  it  hsi 
added  very  largely  to  the  cost  and  difficulty  of  the  war  and  has  entailed 
danger  and  heavy  loss  on  her  Majesty's  troops." 

The  Cape  Ministry  then  asked  if  the  proposed  disfranchisement  was  for 
life,  to  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  replied  in  the  affirmative.  "Dis- 
franchisement for  life  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  serious  punishmeiit 
for  rebellion." 

THE  BBBAK-UP  OF  MR.  SCHRBINER's  MINISTRY. 

In  the  result  Mr.  Schreiner's  Cabinet  broke  up  into  two  equal 
sections — Mr.  Schreiner,  Mr.  Solomon  (the  Attorney-General),  and 
one  other  Minister  being  willing  to  consent  to  a  policy  of  five  years* 
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ciisfranchisement  for  the  non-ringleaders,  whilst  Mr.  Merriman,  Mr. 
Seuer,  and  Mr.  te  Water  were  opposed  to  any  such  policy.  Mr. 
Schreiner  and  his  two  supporters  say  in  a  minute : — 

"  Ministers  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  their  regret  that  it  has  not  been 
possible  for  her  Majesty's  Ooyemment  more  fully  to  meet  their  views  in 
fftTor  of  a  very  wide  amnesty,  but  they  are  convinced  that  no  goiid  purpose 
could  be  at  this  time  served  by  protracted  communications  in  further  support 
of  those  views.  They  cherish  a  lively  hope  that  the  day  may  not  be  distant 
when  her  Gracious  Biajesty  may  yet  be  advised  to  grant  a  fuller  exercise  of 
that  Royal  prerogative,  the  extension  of  which  to  those  of  her  subjects  in 
this  Colony  who  have  erred  would.  Ministers  feel,  be  attended  by  the 
happiest  and  most  quieting  consequences  for  the  good  of  South  Africa  and 
the  JBmpire,  and  would  practically  and  materially  facilitate  the  passage  of 
legislation  to  cover,  by  indemnity,  actit  done  under  the  authority  of  martial 
law,  and  to  establish  the  neceosary  tribunal  for  the  trial  of  ringleaders  and 
the  principal  offenders. 

'*  Ministers  recognise  the  spirit  in  which  her  Majesty's  Oovemment  have, 
while  not  able  to  advise  at  present  such  an  exercise  of  the  prerogative, 
offered  suggestions  conceived  with  the  object  of  tempering  justice  with 
mercy,  and  it  would  have  afforded  them  pleasure  to  be  able  to  accept  sug- 
gestions coming  from  her  Majesty's  Government  on  this  subject  in  their 
entirety,  with  a  view  to  the  requisite  legislation. 

"  While  unable  to  do  this.  Ministers  trust  that  a  way  of  present  clemency 
may  still  be  found  which  may  be  acceptable  to  her  Majesty's  Government, 
snd  may  be  adopted  by  the  Parliament  of  this  Colony  in  lieu  of  the  existing 
provisions  of  the  law  ;  and  in  that  hope  they  attach  a  memorandum  from  the 
Attorney-General,  to  the  views  expressed  in  which  they  desire  to  direct  his 
Excellency's  attention.  They  consider  that  in  all  tlie  circumstances  the 
Attorney-General's  recommendations  should  form  the  basis  of  a  measure  to 
be  introduced  into  the  Legislature  at  its  next  Session.  The  successful 
psssage  of  such  a  measure  would,  they  believe  be  much  aided  by  an  express 
UBurance  from  her  Majesty's  Oovemment  t  hat  the  proposals  would  prove 
scceptable." 

In  fact  the  attitude  of  the  Schreinerites  was  that,  whilst  preferring  a 
wide  Act  of  Amnesty,  they  were  willing  to  consent  to  a  course  of 
procedure  not  substantially  differing  from  that  proposed  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain.  Mr.  Solomon  (the  Attorney-General)  was  of  opinion 
that  the  sixth  class  ought  not  to  be  punished  at  all,  and  that  class  5 
ought  not  to  include  those  whose  only  offence  is  of  having  "  aided  her 
Majesty's  enemies  by  furnishing  provisions."  In  order  to  punish 
classes  4  and  5  Mr.  Solomon  suggested  the  institution  of  what  he  calls 
a  quasi- judicial  commission  which  would  not  be  "tied  down  to  the 
ordinary  legal  procedure  but  should  deal  with  cases  "  in  a  "  prompt, 
summary,  and  yet  perfectly  equitable  manner."  Mr.  Merriman  and 
Mr.  te  Water  wrote  animated  protests  against  the  policy  of  punishing 
the  rank  and  file.  The  former  argued  that  "rebellion  is  not,  and 
never  will  be,  considered  in  the  category  of  ordinary  crimes.  It  inflicts 
no  moral  disgrace  upon  the  rebel,  who  may  be,  and,  indeed,  often  is, 
the  best  of  men.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  wise  policy  always  tries  to 
throw  a  veil,  as  soon  as  may  be,  over  the  past  in  every  civil  commotion, 
and  endeavours  to  compose  society  to  a  decent  forgetfulness."  He 
pointed  out  that  the  political  effect  of  disfranchisement  will  be  to 
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deprive  the  "friends  and  kinsfolk"  of  the  rebels,  men  who  "haTc 
rendered  the  Colony  yeomen  service  at  the  most  critical  time,  of  th»t 
legitimate  influence  which  belongs  to  a  majority."  Mr.  Merrimin 
concludes : — 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has,  perhaps,  devoted  too  little  study  to  the  historf 
of  the  Canadian  Revolt,  which  he  dismisses  as  wholly  inapplicable  to  the 
South  African  situation.  In  Canada  the  revolt,  for  which  (in  Lower 
Canada  at  least)  the  political  grievances  were  a  mere  pretext,  was  the  result 
of  a  carefully  prepared  conspiracy  to  throw  off  British  rule,  organised  and 
led  by  prominent  politicians  acting  in  concert  with  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  the  territory  of  which  country  to  a  large  extent  formed  the  baiie  U 
operations  of  the  nature  of  piratical  raids.  The  state  of  the  country  at  the 
time  has  been  aptly  described  as  one  in  which  the  Legislature,  the  Beoob, 
the  Bar  and  the  people  were  all  deeply  tainted  with  the  spirit  of  hostility 
to  Great  Britain  and  the  British  mce.  The  revolt  itself  was  marked,  both 
in  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  by  outrage  and  murder,  while  as  to  the  meot&I 
and  moral  characteristics  of  the  French  Canadians  of  that  period,  the 
eloquent  and  sympathetic  pages  of  Lord  Durham's  report  draw  a  aufficientlj 
melancholy  picture. 

In  every  respect  the  deplorable  rising  in  a  portion  of  this  Colony,  that 
has  already  brought  so  much  misery  on  the  misguided  participants,  preeeou 
a  favourable  contrast  to  the  Canadian  precedent,  and  a  careful  study  of  the 
facts  will  certainly  disclose  no  reason  why  a  different  treatment  should  be 
meted  out  to  the  South  African  Dutchman  from  that  which,  in  the  case  of 
the  French  Canadian,  has  preserved  Canada  to  the  British  Empire  and 
secured  a  loyal  and  contented  population." 

In  the  result,  Mr.  Schreiner  resigned,  being  succeeded  by  Sir  Gordcm 
Sprigg. 


Factories  and  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of 

Workshops.        Factories  and  Workshops  for  1899. 

The  report  states  that  trade  generally  was 
active,  and  hence  there  were  more  premises  to  be  registered  and 
inspected.  There  were  also  more  accidents  to  be  investigated,  and 
this  is  in  accordance  with  the  experience  of  previous  years,  which  leads 
to  the  expectation  of  heavier  lists  of  casualties  in  times  of  industrid 
activity.  Accidents  reported  under  the  Factory  Acts  were  more 
numerous  in  1899  than  in  any  previous  year,  but  the  rate  of  increase 
during  the  year  was  much  less  than  in  1898.  So  far  as  accidents 
reported  to  the  certifying  surgeons  are  concerned,  the  increase  was  agaio 
relatively  greatest  among  adults  and  males.  The  decrease  in  accicknts 
to  children  observed  in  1897-98  was  not  continued,  there  being,  on  the 
contrary,  some  increase  in  1898-99.  While  the  minor  accidents  repoHr 
able  only  to  the  inspectors  increased  25*2  per  cent.,  from  38,335  to 
47,989  ;  the  number  reported  also  to  the  certifying  surgeon  advanced 
18-4  per  cent.,  from  19,227  to  22,771  ;  and  the  fatal  accidents  19  8  per 
cent.,  from  727  to  871.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  increase  was  lees 
marked  in  the  more  severe  forms  of  injury,  but  only  under  the  head  of 
"loss  of  sight"  was  there  actual  decrease,  and  in  that  group  the 
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numbers  are  small.  The  total  of  reported  accidents  in  1898  was 
57,562,  and  that  in  1899  70,760,  being  an  increase  of  13,198,  or  22-9 
per  cent.  In  the  previous  year  there  was  a  notable  increase  in  the 
number  of  accidents  in  connection  with  machines  and  engineering, 
shipbuilding,  and  warehouses.  This  was  continued,  but  in  a  much  less 
degree,  in  1899,  and  in  shipbuilding  the  advance  was  relatively  less 
than  in  the  average  of  all  tradest 

In  the  reports  of  the  superintending  inspectors  there  is  much 
interesting  detail  as  to  the  causation  and  prevention  of  accidents. 
Substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the  fencing  of  circular  saws. 
Mr.  Beaumont  and  Mr.  H.  S.  Richmond  (H.M.  Superintending 
Inspectors  for  the  North -Eastern  and  North -Western  Divisions 
respectively)  completed  their  inquiry  into  the  dangers  attending  the 
use  of  machinery  in  the  several  branches  of  the  cotton  manufacture. 
Their  report,  published  in  1899,  shows  that  the  United  Kingdom  is 
behind  other  countries  in  this  respect,  and  particularly  in  the  fencing 
of  machinery  by  the  maker,  which  is  the  most  economical  and  eflfective 
plan.  Another  point  to  which  reference  is  made'  in  the  reports  is  the 
beneficial  result  of  the  action  taken  by  some  of  the  accident  insurance 
companies  in  requiring  to  be  satisfied  of  the  efficient  guarding  of  the 
dangerous  parts  of  machines.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are,  as  in 
former  reports,  many  allusions  to  the  carelessness  of  workmen  and 
frequent  opposition  on  their  part  to  the  use  of  safety  appliances.  In 
regard  to  industrial  poisoning,  it  is  stated  that  cases  of  plumbism 
were,  on  the  whole,  fewer,  and  this  was  owing  mainly  to  the  decrease 
in  the  nimiber  of  reports  in  connection  with  potteries ;  but  there  was 
also  marked  diminution  under  the  sub-heads  of  glass-making,  file- 
cutting,  and  melting.  There  was  increase,  however,  in  some  of  the 
other  industries,  especially  in  the  manufacture  of  white  lead  and 
paints  and  colours,  and  in  the  "  miscellaneous  "  group  of  minor 
lead  industries.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  was  no 
reported  case  of  industrial  arsenic  poisoning.  Fewer  instances  of 
phosphorus  necrosis  were  reported,  but  anthrax  became  much  more 
prevalent,  especially  in  connection  with  horsehair  and  hides  and  skins. 
Mercurial  poisoning  appears  in  the  list  for  the  first  time.  The  special 
attention  of  the  staff  has  been  given  to  manufacturing  processes  in 
which  dust  or  fumes  are  generated  and  are  inhaled  by  workers  to  a 
dangerous  extent,  and  to  the  enforcement  of  such  efficient  means  for 
the  abatement  of  these  conditions  as  may  be  reasonably  practicable. 
The  question  is  one  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  health  of  the  persons 
employed  in  such  works,  and,  while  great  advances  have  been  made  in 
this  matter  under  special  rules  and  under  the  general  powers  of  the 
Factory  Acts,  it  is  evident  from  the  reports  received  that  there  is  need 
for  more  systematic  action,  and  for  closer  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  means  adopted  for  mechanical  ventilation  according  to  the  special 
circumstances  of  each  case.  There  were  3,574  prosecutions  under  the 
Protection  of  Children  Acts,  of  which  3,406  ended  in  conWction,  84 
were  withdrawn  on  payment  oi  costs  and  84  were  dismissed. — (From 
^  Times.) 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Lord  Crbwb  and  the  Irish  Question. 
N.W. — The  report  of  a  speech  at  Ilford  which  you  send  is  inaccurate. 
Lord  Crewe  has  since  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  /V«- 
mavLB  Journal : — 

My  attention  has  heen  called  to  a  paragraph  in  your  issue  of  yesterdaj, 
in  whicn  you  descrihe  me  as  having  '  renounced  Home  Rule '  in  a  speech  at 
Ilford  on  June  30th.    As  others,  like  yourself,  have  been  misled  by  the 
condensed  report  of  what  I  then  said,  I  take  an  opportunity  of  correcting 
the  misapprehension  which  has  arisen.    I  did  not  renounce  Home  Rule  ;  oo 
the  contrary,  I  stated  that  my  experience  in  Ireland  had  confirmed  me  in  iha 
belief,  which  I  still  hold,  that  an  Irish  Legislature,  subordinate  to  the 
Imperial  Parliament,  could  be  instituted  without  danger  to  the  Empire,  aod 
greatly  to  the  advantage  of  Ireland  herself.    Recognising,  however,  the 
unfortimate  fact  that,  largely,  though  not  entirely,  owing  to  the  action 
different  sections  of  the  Irish  party,  the  question  has  been  for  the  present 
thrust  into  the  background,  I  remarked  that  no  Liberal  candidate  need,  in 
my  opinion,  pledge  himself  for  the  next  Parliament  either  (a)  to  vote  for  & 
Home  Rule  Bill  unofficially  introduced,  or  (6)  in  the  event  of  a  Liberal 
Administration  being  formed  to  apply  pressure  for  the  introduction  of  such 
a  measure.     Were  I  a  candidate  1  should  claim  a  perfectly  free  hand  on 
these  two  points,   and  I  trust  the  Liberal  candidates  throughout  the 
country  will  adopt  the  same  view.     You  are  also  in  error  in  imaginirig 
that  any   expressions  of   Irish  opinion  adverse  to  the  policy  which 
has  been  pursued  in  South  Africa  have  had  the  slightest   effect  in 
leading  me  to  this  conclusion.    Different  views  on  that  difficult  subject 
may  be  honourably    held,  and   should  have  the   fairest   hearing  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  alike.    Personally,  I  should  be  sorry  to  attach 
much  importance  even  to  the  venomous  attacks  which  here  and  there  ha?e 
been  made  upon  British  and  Irish  soldiers  ;  though,  as  I  said  at  Ilfoid,  they 
have  undoubtedly  damped  the  enthusiasm  for  Irish  reform  of  many  Liberals 
imperfectly  acquainted  with  Irish  politics.    They  are  the  outcome,  not  of  a 
reasoned  conviction  on  a  particular  subject,  but  of  a  state  of  feeling  appUcable 
to  all  subjects  ;  so  that  the  applause  evoked  by  the  name  of  Presidait 
Kruger  is  obviously  discounted  by  the  recollection  of  similar  manifestations 
in  honour  of  the  Khalifa  ;  while,  had  England  gone  to  war  on  behalf  of  the 
Armenians,  we  should  scarcely  have  been  surprised  at  reading  that  some  of 
these  same  gentleman  had  given  three  cheers  for  the  Sultan  of  Turkey.  But 
so  long  as  the  great  majority  of  Irish  Nationalists,  who  ask  for  reasonable 
liberty  to  manage  their  own  concerns,  as  contented  members  of  our  great 
Imperial  system,  are  afraid  to  break  off  from  those  avowed,  but  not  numerous, 
enemies  of  the  Empire  who — quite  consistently — rejoice  over  our  difficulties 
and  desire  our  defeat,  they  really  must  not  be  astonished  at  the  appearance 
of  some  signs  of  resentment  in  Grreat  Britain  and  the  colonies.    Those  who, 
like  myself,  are  most  wamUy  attached  to  Ireland,  and  have  the  firmest  faith 
in  her  capacity  for  self-government,  are  also  those  who  most  bitterly  deplore 
the  various  exhibitions  of  incompetence  and  unreason,  in  and  out  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  during  the  last  few  years  hav»  disfigured  the  record  of  the  Irish 
party,  and  have  done  more  to  damase  the  Irish  cause  than  the  very  catas- 
trophe which  deprived  the  country  of  her  great  Parliamentary  leader." 
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The  War  Casualties. 

N.W. — The  total  casualties  since  the  beginning  of  the  war  up  to 
J uly  28th  are  as  follows : — 

N.c.o/« 


Officers. 

and  Men. 

Killed  in  action  

271   

2,502 

Died  of  wounds    

73   

681 

Missing  and  prisoners  (excluding  those  who 

have  been  recovered)   

76   

2,718 

Prisoners  who  have  died  in  captivity  

1   

85 

Died  of  disease  ... 

141   

4,836 

Accidental  deaths   

1   

72 

Sent  home  as  invalids  

1,044 

24,058 

Total   

1,607 

..  34,952 

 ^ — 

Total  Losses  Reported  (exclusive  of  sick  and 
wounded  men  now  in  British  Hospitals 
in  South  Africa)    36,559 


The  Duke  op  Devonshire  and  Educational  Reform. 

IxS. — The  speech  of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  about  which  you  ask 
was  delivered  on  May  12th,  when  a  deputation  waited  upon 
him  on  the  question  of  the  pupil  teacher  system,  and  with 
regard  to  certain  incidents  in  the  recent  administration  of  the 
Education  Acts.  The  deputation  was  in  the  first  instance 
organised  by  the  Nonconformist  Political  Council,  but  was  after^ 
wards  made  representative  of  the  various  bodies  interested  in 
national  education.    The  passage  for  which  you  ask  is  as  follows  : — 

I  am  under  the  impression  that  some  of  the  grievances  at  all  events 
under  which  you  have  considered  that  you  and  your  hiends  and  the  schools 
in  which  you  are  interested  are  at  present  suffering,  are  inseparable  from  the 
present  state  of  the  law,  and  I  need  hardly  point  out  to  you,  that,  whatever 
may  be  the  merits  of  the  question — on  which  I  am  not  going  to  pronounce 
any  opinion  at  the  present — it  must  be  obviously  impossible  for  the  present 
Government  or  the  members  of  the  present  Parliament  to  make  any 
alterations  in  the  law  in  the  direction  of  diminishing  the  denominational 
character  of  our  present  educational  system,  and  therefore,  whatever  you 
may  be  entitled  justly  to  hold  for  the  arguments  which  you  are  able  to 
address  to  the  constituencies,  it  is  almost  a  waste  of  time  to  go  to  a  member 
of  the  present  Government  and  ask  him  to  propose  to  the  present  House  of 
Commons  any  radical  alterations  in  the  existing  legal  status  of  education." 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire's  unfamiliarity  with  the  work  of  education 
was  amusingly  enough  brought  out  by  the  following  passage  : — 

Mb.  Lyulph  Stanley  :  Time  does  not  aUow  me  to  dwell  on  the  need 
for  improving  the  qualifications  and  status  of  teachers,  the  elevation  of  the 
ex-p.t. 

"The  Duke  of  Devonshire  :  What  do  you  mean  by  ex-p.t.  ? 
**Mr.  Lyulph  Stanley:  Ex-p.t.  means  ex-pupil  teacher,  and  is  very 
well  known  to  those  familiar  with  the  Department." 


Digitized  by 


372 


THR  UBRRAL  MAQAZINK. 


[Augnst,  ISOO. 


The  Magazines  for  August. 


Thb  Ninbtbbnth  Century  gives  a  further  list  of  names  who  have 
joined  the  proposed  Association  to  enforce  Tlie  Lessons  of  the 
War.  Ordinary  Business  Principles  are  discussed  by  Sir  James 
Blyth,  Bart.,  Sir  Wemyss  Reid,  Sir  Andrew  Fairbaim,  Sir 
John  Wolf  Barry,  K.C.B.,  Mr.  Alfred  Harms  worth,  Major 
McCrea,  and  Mr.  Henry  Birchenough.  Lord  Northbrook  writei 
on  Our  Infantry.  Mr.  A.  G.  Berry  (who  wjis  Secretary  to  the 
Australian  Federal  Delegates)  describes  The  New  Commonwealtk, 
Sir  Wemyss  Reid  has  his  customary  article  on  The  Neto^f>aperu 
Mr.  Frederick  Greenwood  discusses  The  Chinese  Revolt  and  Mr. 
Edward  Dicey,  C.B.,  Vengeance  and  Afterwards, 

Thb  Contemporary  Review  is  a  particularly  interesting  number. 
Mr.  F.  Edmund  Garrett  writes  on  Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  hii 
Work.  There  are  three  Chinese  articles — China  and  the  Powers, 
by  Mr.  Emerson  Bain  bridge,  M.P. ;  The  United  States  on  China, 
by  Mr.  Josiah  Quincy ;  and  Who's  Who  in  China,  by  Mr.  D.  C 
Boulger.  Mr.  Robert  Donald  contributes  Municipal  Trading^ 
A  Defence.  Sir  Walter  Foster  writes  an  important  article  on 
Hospital  Scan'lals  in  South  Africa.  Sir  Robert  Stout  gives  much 
information  on  Australasia — Her  Resources  and  Foreign  Trade. 

The  National  Review  has  an  unsigned  article  (by  "  An  English- 
man called  Having  Eyes  hut  They  See  Not.  The  Hon.  Arthur 
Stanley  writes  on  7%€  Sick  amd  Wounded  in  South  Africa.  Some 
Lessons  of  the  Boer  War  are  set  out  by  the  Military  Critic  of  the 
Westminster  Gazette.  Mr.  Ernest  E.  Williams  (of  "Made  in 
Germany  "  fame)  discusses  The  Economic  Revolution  in  Germany. 
Canon  Page  Roberts  asks,  /*  the  Broad  Church  Party  extinct ! 

In  the  Fortniqhtly  Review  Mr.  J.  H.  Muirhead  essays  a  delicate 
and  difficult  task  in  trying  to  explain  What  Imperialism  Means, 
There  are  two  articles  on  China — Pekin,  and  After,  by  Mr. 
Demetrius  C.  Boulger,  and  Have  v)e  a  Policy  in  China  f  by  "  Diplo- 
maticus."  An  anonymous  writer  discusses  The  Crux  of  Foreign* 
Policy.  Mr.  J.  Holt  Schooling,  the  statistician,  sets  out  The 
Armaments  of  Seven  Navies,  and  Sir  John  C.  R.  Colomb,  K.C.M.G., 
M.P.,  writes  on  Our  Naval  Arrangements  in  the  Other  Hemisphere. 
There  are  also  articles  on  Settlers  and  Settlements  in  South  Africa, 
by  Mr.  H.  A.  Bryden,  and  on  An  International  Wheat  Corner^  by 
Mr.  J.  D.  Whebley. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Subscribers  to  the  Magazine  whose  subscriptions  fall  due  at  this 
time  will  find  a  notice,  informing  them  of  the  fact,  attached  to  the 
present  issue.  We  shall  be  glad  if  those  to  whom  it  applies  will  be 
good  enough  to  forward  their  remittances  at  an  early  date. 

Woodings*  Election  Manual,  revised  up  to  date  by  Mr.  W.  Allard, 
will  be  ready  for  issue  immediately.  Readers  are  referred  to  page  iiL 
for  full  particulars  of  this  new  edition,  and  to  the  special  offer  on  the 
opposite  page. 

The  Handbook,  "Five  Years  of  Tory  Government,"  has  been 
brought  up  to  the  end  of  the  Session  1900.  For  full  particulars  see 
L  of  our  advertisement  pages. 

The  "  Recording  Angel "  for  the  whole  of  the  present  Parliament  is 
now  ready,  price  5s. ;  or  for  this  Session  only,  price  2s.  Full  details 
are  given  on  page  ii. 

A  batch  of  new  and  revised  leaflets  is  now  ready  for  issue, 
particulars  of  which  will  be  found  on  page  vii. 
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(1)  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  China. 

**  We  have  heard  in  previous  years  a  great  deal  said  about  the  integritr 
of  China,  and  a  great  deal  also  about  Port  Arthur,  about  the  withdrawii 
of  our  own  ships,  and  about  our  right  to  send  our  ships  there  again  when- 
ever  we  pleased,  which  has  come  to  look  very  pale  in  the  light  of  event*. 
When  one  knows  of  the  past  history  of  this  question,  one  cannot  but  feel 
how  enormously  wrong  has  been  the  estimate  of  the  state  of  affairs,  ¥ritli 
regard  to  China,  which  has  been  made,  I  do  not  say  by  her  Majesty'* 
Government  alone,  but  by  all  the  Governments  who  have  been  mostly 
concerned  ynth  the  question.  I  do  not  think  it  can  fairly  be  said  that  the 
previous  Government  was  responsible  for  anything  that  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  present  rising  in  China.  The  causes  of  the  present  rising  in  China 
are  undoubtedly  tol>e  found  in  what  has  occurrea  in  recent  years.  I  do 
not  blame  her  Majesty's  Government  for  that,  because  they  have  not  led 
the  way  in  this  matter.  The  causes  are  now  surely  obvious  to  everybodv. 
One  cause  has  been  the  wrong  estimate  that  has  been  formed  of  the  coDdi- 
tion  of  China,  the  idea  that  China  was  ripe  for  partition,  that  great 
liberties  could  be  taken,  and  that  large  slices  of  territory  could  be 
ac<juired.  That  has  brought  its  own  Nemesis.  .  .  .  The  two  hopefnl 
things  I  see  in  the  present  situation  are,  first  of  all,  that  the  result  of  thi» 
agitation  and  disturbance,  after  accounts  have  been  settled  with  tbe 
Chinese  Government,  will  be  that  something  l»etter  may  come  to  the  top 
in  China  itself  than  has  existed  for  some  time  past.  If  there  are  any  sign* 
of  that— 1  do  not  think  her  Majesty's  Government  should  make  themselves 
responsible  for  what  any  Government  in  (-hina  may  do — I  hope  her 
Majestjr's  Government  will  do  what  they  can  to  encourage  thase  signs  anJ 
get  a  fair  field  for  them.  The  second  thing  in  which  there  is  hope  is  that 
the  lessons  of  the  past  two  years  may  be  taken  to  heart  by  the  Powct» 
interested,  that  the  disintegration  which  was  proceeding  apace  maybe 
arrested,  and  that  all  the  Powers  interested  in  China  may  be  disposed  tfl 
leave  China  to  herself  after  adjusting  accounts  with  her.  Surely  the 
lesson  is  obvious  that  there  has  l>een  complete  miscalculation  with  regard 
to  the  condition  of  China.  Every  one  must  now  be  aware  that  inert  and 
helpless  as  China  may  be,  she  possesses  a  power  of  resistance  and  exaspera- 
tion. If  that  be  so,  we  may  not  be  able  to  look  for  great  improvement  in 
China.  If  the  various  Powers  interested  are  agreed  and  will  concentrate 
their  minds  on  the  agreement  with  each  other,  which  means  not  merely 
that  they  should  be  agreed  and  trust  each  other,  then  they  may  concentrate 
forces  on  the  preservation  of  China  and  peaceful  and  open  trade  in  China. 
Trade  is  not  to  be  promoted  by  territorial  acquisition." 

(2)  Mr.  Brodrick  on  China, 

**  Then  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  {Sir  E.  Grey)  gave  his  view  on  the 
cjuestion  of  the  partition  of  China.  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  entirely 
in  accord  with  nis  views  with  regard  to  the  partition  of  China.  We  set  our 
face  resolutely  against  any  partition  which  we  believe  would  be  fraught  with 
infinite  danger  to  trade  interests  throughout  China  and  which  it  has  been 
our  traditional  policy  to  prevent,  and  we  have  no  reason  whatever,  judging 
from  the  negotiations  which  have  taken  place  between  ourselves  and 
foreign  Powers,  to  believe  that  we  are  at  variance  with  any  of  the  Powen 
of  Europe  in  this  respect.  .  .  .  We  are  not  prepared  ourselves  to 
undertake,  nor  are  we  prepared  to  assist  other  Powers  in  undertaking,  to 
Indianise  China.  We  are  not  prepared  to  undertake  the  responsibility  of 
setting  up  European  administration  in  these  remote  parts  of  China,  which 
would  entail  upon  us  responsibilities  which  we  are  determined  not  to  be 
party  to.  So  much  has  been  said  to-night  about  the  question  of  the 
organisation  of  the  Chinese  army  that  i  may  say  at  once  tliat  we  do  not 
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1900. 

August  1. — House  of  Commons.  Supplemental  War 
hoan  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by 
Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  {see  page  390)  and  Sir  M. 
Hicks- Beach. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill 
reported  without  amendment  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms 
Sill  passed  through  Committee. 

„  2.— House  of  Lords.  Death  of  the  Duke  of  Saxe- 
Coburg  and  Gotha  :  Votes  of  Condolence. 
Speeches  by  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lord 
Kimberley. 

Companies  Bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
passed  through  Committee. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

House  of  Commons.  Death  of  the  Duke  of 
Saxe-Coburg  and  Gotha.  Votes  of  Con- 
dolence. Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  and  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman. 

Supply— Foreign  Office  Vote:  China.  Speeches 
by  (1)  Sir  E.  Grey  and  (2)  Mr.  Brodrick. 

On  Local  Government  Board  Vote  discussion 
on  non-appointment  of  Chaplains  in  certain 
Workhouses.  Speeches  by  Lord  Hugh  Cecil 
and  (3)  Mr.  Chaplin  {nee  next  page).  Vote 
carried  by  208  to  80.  Between  10  o'clock  and 
1  a.m.  twelve  Votes  in  Supply  challenged,  and 
carried  by  majorities  of  127  to  228.  Supply 
completed  for  year. 

Sujjplemental  War  Loan  Bill  passed 
through  Committee. 

Prohibition  of  Exportation  of  Arms 
Bill  read  a  second  time. 

Mr.  Balfour  at  Cambridge  (to  University  Extension 
Students)  on  the  19th  Century. 
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contemplate  the  idea  of  organising  the  Chinese  army  under  foreign  oAcen 
in  order  to  add  to  the  strength  of  China  as  a  fighting  Power.  If  it  becomes 
necessary,  as  in  the  case  of  that  regiment  which  we  have  ourselTtt 
organise<l  at  Wei-hai-wei,  and  which  is  doing  such  admirable  service  in 
the  advance  which  is  taking  place-  if  it  becomes  necessary  for  police 
purposes  to  arrange  for  the  officering  of  some  native  troops,  that,  perhans 
IS  a  different  matter.  But  to  organise  a  great  Chinese  army  unaer 
foreign  officers  seems  to  us  a  dangerous  experiment.*' 

(3)  Mr.  Chaplin  on  Workhouse  Chaplains. 

"  The  appointment  of  chaplains  for  workhouses  was  reouired  not  by 
law,  but  by  regulation  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board.  As  a 
regulation  was  made  by  a  department  it  could  be  clianged  or  revoked  by 
the  department.  In  like  mannei  the  jierformance  of  services  on  cerUin 
specified  days  in  workhouses  was  required  by  regulation  to  be  performed. 
No  one  could  sympathise  more  than  he  did  with  the  desire  that  people  of 
all  classes  and  persuasions  should  have  the  advantage  of  religious  worship ; 
but  what  was  the  proposal  of  his  hon.  friends  ?  In  the  vast  majority  of 
unions  in  the  country  chaplains  were  appointed.  There  were  some  in 
which  chaplains  were  not  appointed ;  and  he  was  now  pressed  to  inart 
upon  the  appointment  of  cnaplains  for  every  union.  There  were  many 
unions  in  wnich  the  inmates  were  almost  entirely  of  the  Nonconformist 
persuasion.  In  such  cases  was  he  to  compel  the  guardians  to  appoint  a 
Church  of  England  chaplain  ?  It  would  be  lamentable  if  the  dving  were 
not  able  to  receive  the  consolation  of  religious  ministration,  but  at  the 
present  time  every  inmate  of  a  workhouse  had  a  right  to  the  reUg^ioas 
ministration  he  required,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  no  workhouse  authorities 
had  ever  refused  to  provide  it.*' 

(1)  Lord  Bosebery  on  the  Army  and  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

"The  speech  of  the  noble  marquis  the  Prime  Minister,  uttered  at  ^ 
Primrose  Lea^e  meeting,  in  which  ne  painted  in  the  darkest  colours  the 
position  of  this  country  in  regard  to  foreign  opinion,  and  the  still  more 
startling  moral  which  he  drew  from  it,  that  we  should  rely  for  our  defence 
on  the  use  of  the  rifle  by  the  Primrose  League,  was  one  which  by  no  means 
gave  inspiration  and  courage  to  any  faltering  spirit  in  this  country.  I  will 
give  another  reason  why  expert  opinion  womd  be  of  great  value  in  a  db- 
cussion  of  this  kind.  As  far  as  I  can  judge  of  it  from  what  is  printed  in 
the  public  Press  and  in  the  monthly  magazines,  which  supply  us  with  ao 
mucn  copious  and  useful  information,  the  great  balance  of  expert  opinion 
— I  will  not  say  the  unanimous  opinion,  but  the  overwhelming  balance- 
is  hostile  to  the  propositions  and  the  military  policy  of  her  Majesty** 
Government.  In  those  circumstances,  >vith  the  greatest  possible  confidence 
in  the  noble  marquis,  and  being  well  aware  of  the  arduous  task  which  he 
has  to  undertake,  I  do  not  think  it  presumptuous  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  we  had  had  no  expert  testimony  in  support  of  the  military 
policy.  ...  I  was  told  that  my  object  was  to  attempt  to  degrade 
the  Commander-in-Chief  into  a  politician.  Nothing  was  more  remote  from 
my  idea,  but  I  confess  that,  if  my  wish  were  to  be  carried  out,  I  shoaW 
have  more  officers  non-political  and  less  officers  political  than  is  now  the 
case.  So  far  from  wishing  to  make  the  Commander-in-Chief  Dolitical,  I 
would  gladly  see  the  War  Office  non-political  and  I  would  glaoly  see  the 
Admiralty  non-political,  and  if  it  were  possible — I  know  none  of  these 
things  are  possible,  I  am  only  speaking  of  Utopia — I  would  have  the 
Foreign  Office  also  non-|»olitical.  Therefore  nothing  was  further  from 
my  idea  than  to  say  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  should  be  forced  down 
to  a  sort  of  Under-Secretary  in  order  to  support,  at  all  hazards,  the 
measures  proposed  by  the  chief  of  the  War  Office.  But  I  do  say  this,  tia^ 
we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  opinion  of  the  War  Office  shall  be 
fortified  to  some  extent  by  expert  opinion— not  expert  opinion  lurking  in 
the  red  box  of  the  Secretary  for  War,  but  expert  opinion  so  far  as  is 
consistent  with  the  public  service,  and  which  can  be  produced  to  i 
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August  3.— House  of  Lords.  Elementary  Education 
Sill  read  a  second  and  (Standing  Orders  being 
suspended)  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Companies  Bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Reserve  Forces.   Speeches  by  Lord  Wemyss 

and  Lord  Lansdowne. 
Position  of  Commander-in-Chief.   Motion  by 

(1)  Lord  Rosebery  for  a  return  of  Commanders- 
in-Chief  who,  being  members  of  that  House, 
have  refrained  from  expressing  therein  their 
opinions  on   military  subjects.     Speeches  by 

(2)  Lord  Lansdowne,  Lord  Kimberley,  and 
Lord  Salisbury. 

House  of  Commons.  Statement  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain on  Documents  discovered  at  Bloemfontein 
and  Pretoria. 

Supply— Colonial  Office  Vote.  Discussion  on 
Administration  of  Justice  in  the  Sierra  Leone 
Protectorate.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Hedderwick 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain.  Report  of  Supply  for 
year  concluded. 

Appropriation  Bill  read  a  first  time. 

Military  Lands  Bill  read  a  third  time. 

„       6. — House  of  Lords.     Royal  Message  of  Thanks  for 
Address  on  Death  of  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg. 

Commons*  Amendments  to  Military  Lands 
Bill  and  Money-lending  Bill  agreed  to. 
Supplemental  War  Loan  Hill  passed. 

the  minds  of  men.  The  noble  marquis  seems  to  think  that  there  is  preva- 
lent in  this  country  a  blind  and  venerating  confidence  in  the  methods  of 
the  policy  of  the  War  Office.  Now,  I  am  bound  to  say  that,  if  anv  good  is 
to  be  done,  he  must  disabuse  himself  of  that  idea.  There  is  not  that  blind 
and  unreasoning  confidence  in  the  War  Office.  There  is,  I  think,  some 
unreasoning  criticism.  I  think  the  noble  marquis  himself  has  been  sub- 
jected to  much  more  criticism  than  is  fair  for  much  of  what  has  transpired 
during  this  war,  and  I  for  one  have  never  criticised  him  in  that  spirit  or 
with  that  desire.  But  to  go  to  the  other  extreme  and  constitute  a  sort  of 
civilian  pope  of  the  War  Office,  who  shall  utter  his  dictum  with  a  position 
of  infallibility,  is,  I  confess,  a  much  greater  transition  of  things  than  this 
country  is  prepared  to  adopt.  *' 

2)  Lord  Lansdowne  on  the  Commander-in-Chief. 

**  While  no  doubt  my  noble  and  ^lant  friend  the  Commander-in-Chief 
has  a  perfect  right  to  appear  in  this  House  and  address  your  lordships 
from  time  to  time,  I  confess  I  think  he  is  very  well  advised  in  sticking  to 
his  d^k  in  the  War  Office  and  leaving  to  the  Parliamentary  representa- 
tives of  the  department  to  say  what  is  to  be  said  on  its  behalf  in  Parlia- 
ment." 
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(1)  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  on  South  African  Hospitals  Inqniry. 

*'  He  would  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  if  it  was  not  yet  poesible,  by 
some  means  of  which  he  had  no  knowledge  himself,  to  confer  upon  this 
Commission  powers  that  were  necessary  to  its  carrying  on  an  effective 
inquiry.  He  ventured  to  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  take  a  more 
serious  and  a  little  more  sympathetic  view  of  this  whole  question  than,  it 
appeared  to  him,  had  characterised  his  attitude  towards  it  hitherto.  He 
asKed  it  on  behalf  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  in  this  country  who 
undoubtedly  took  a  serious  view  of  it.  He  asked  it  on  behalf  of  hnmanitr, 
of  our  national  strength,  of  the  future  welfare  of  our  soldiers,  and  of  tne 
popularity  of  the  miliUtry  service  among  those  classes  from  whom  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Army,  who  had  suffered  most  in  this  matter,  were  drawn, 
and  In  a  country  which  must  always  depend  for  its  military  strength  on  tbe 
voluntary  spirit.  He  had  felt  bound  to  criticise  the  defects  of  the  form  of 
this  inquiry,  and  he  had  done  so  honestly  and  sincerely.  But,  if  the  party 
system  in  this  country  had  come  to  such  a  rigid  phase  that  it  was  not 
permitted  to  a  member  of  Parliament  to  take  that  attitude  when  a  great 
national  object  was  in  view,  it  was  a  bad  thing  for  the  country." 

2)  Mr.  Balfour  on  the  Hospitals  Inquiry* 

"  I  have  all  along  taken  the  view  that  there  should  be  an  impartial 
and  thorough  inquiry  into  the  matter.  So  far  I  agree  with  the  hon. 
^ntleman  ;  but  when  I  heard  him  to-night,  after  having  asked  for  an 
inquiry,  systeniaticalljr  depreciate  the  character  of  every  witness  that  ha» 
come  before  the  Commission,  when  I  heard  him  complain  that  the  tmth  i» 
not  to  be  expected  from  the  inquiry,  that  the  organisation  of  the  medical 
department  was  so  rigid  in  South  Africa  that  nobody  would  come  forward 
to  give  evidence,  that  witnesses  were  prepared  either  to  almtain  from 
giving  evidence  or  to  give  false  evidence  because  their  worldly  career  was 
at  stake — then,  for  the  first  time,  I  began  to  doubt  the  evidence  the  hon. 
gentleman  himself  has  given  in  this  House.  I  am  perfectly  frank  with  the 
hon.  gentleman.  I  have  absolutely  l)elieved  everything  he  has  told  os 
about  the  facts  he  has  seen  and  about  the  conclusions  he  has  drawn  in 
South  Africa,  though  I  confess  I  thought  the  picture  was  probably  a  one- 
sided one  ;  but  I  am  sorry  that  the  hon.  gentleman,  by  the  speech  he  has 
made  to-night,  has  shown  such  evident  anxiety  as  to  the  result  of  the 
inquiry.  I  think  the  course  he  has  taken  is  not  only  contrary  to  every 
sound  rarliamentary  tradition,  but  to  every  suggestion  of  common  sense. 
There  cannot  be  a  more  imprudent  procedure  than  to  attempt  to  throw 
these  unworthy  suspicions  and  aspersions,  not  only  on  the  i>>mmissioners 
themselves  who  are  making  the  inquiry,  but  upon  every  witness,  except 
himself,  who  is  likely  to  be  heard. " 

(3)  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  *' Treasonable"  Letters. 

I  do  not  think  there  is  this  cloud  of  suspicion  resting  on  the  House 
generally,  and  I  doubt  very  much  whether  the  hon.  members  for  whoo 
the  hon.  baronet  {Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson)  professed  to  speak  will  be  grateful 
to  him  for  what  he  has  done.  What  we  have  done  will  commend  itself  to 
the  general  sense  of  the  House.  We  have  come  into  possession  of  certain 
letters,  the  effect  of  which  I  do  not  wish  to  exaggerate.  I  stated  my  own 
personal  opinion  that  they  are  not  proper  letters  to  have  been  written,  bat 
beyond  that  I  do  not  go.  They  mav  be  forgeries  for  aught  we  know. 
Such  things  have  happened  before.  If  they  are  not  forgeries,  they  may  be 
open  to  full  and  satisfactory  explanation  We  thought  the  proper  course, 
therefore,  was  to  send  them  to  the  pei'sons  who  were  reputea  or  alleged  to 
have  written  them  and  to  wait  for  tneir  reply.  Something  waa  said  about 
the  time  at  which  the  matter  was  referred  to.  We  cannot  govern  the 
time  at  which  a  matter  of  this  kind  becomes  public  property ;  but  as  we 
onl V  received  this  correspondence  from  Bloemrontein  a  very  few  days  ago 
— the  first  part  only  about  a  fortnight  ago  -  and  as  we  were  told  there  wis 
more  to  come,  my  own  idea  was  that  we  should  wait  until  we  had  the 
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Au^fust  6.— House  of  Commons.     Supplemental  War 
Loan  Hill  read  a  third  time. 

Lords'  Amendments  on  Tithe  Metlt- Charge 
(Ireland)  Bill  agreed  to. 

HouHing  of  Working  Classes  Bill — 

On  consideration  of  Lords'  Amendments,  Motion 
by  Mr.  Asquith  to  disagree  with  Amendment 
to  Sub-section  3,  Clause  2  (Bnancial)  defeated  by 
88  to  56. 

Agricultural  Holdings  Bill  —  Lords' 
Amendments  agreed  to. 

Companies  Bill — Lords*  Amendment  agreed 
to.   (See  page  ^S^J) 

AppropriatiOfi  Bill  read  a  second  time.  Dis- 
cussion on  Hospitals  Inquiry  and  Privations 
of  General  Rundle's  Troops.  Speeches  by 
Mr.  Channing,  (1)  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts, 

[2)  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  W.  Foster,  and  Mr. 
Wyndliam. 

„  7. — House  of  Lords.  Commons'  Amendments  to  Lords 
Amendments  to  Tithe  Hent-Charge  (Ire^ 
land)  Bill  agreed  to. 

House  of  Commons.  ColonUil  Stocks  Bill  read 
a  third  time. 

Appropriation  Bill  passed  through  Com- 
mittee and  reported  to  the  House. 

Proclamation  issued  Prohibiting  Exportation  of 
Arms  and  Ammunition  to  Chma. 

„  8.— House  of  Lords.  Royal  Assent  to  Supplemental 
War  Loan  Act,  Elementary  JEUuca' 
tion  Act,  .\aval  Heserve  Act^  Tithe 
Jttent'Charge  {Ireland)  Act,  Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act  {1H90) 
Amendment  Actf  Agricultural  Hold^ 
ings  Act,  Companies  Act,  Moneys 
lending  Act,  and  Military  Lands 
Act. 

Queen's  Speech  and  Parliament  Prorogued. 

House  of  Commons.     Appropriation  Bill 
read  a  third  time.    Speeclies  by  Mr.  Brodrick, 

(3)  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  Mr.  Lloyd- 
George. 
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whole  of  the  alleged  correspondence  in  our  hands  before  coming  to  au^ 
conclusion.  But  as  the  matter  became  to  a  certain  extent  public  propert| 
and  questions  were  asked  about  it,  I  felt  it  was  desirable  that  those  wfcfl 
were  at  the  present  moment  concerned  should  immediately  have  th^ 
opportunity  of  making  any  observations  they  desired  to  make  r^ardin^ 
this  correspondence ;  and  having  regard  to  all  the  contingencies  to  whie^ 
the  hon.  baronet  referred,  I  think  the  whole  matter  should  be  decided  on^ 
way  or  the  other  at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  But  I  decline  at  th^ 
present  moment  to  go  beyond  what  I  have  already  said,  and  that  i»  thai 
as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  replies  we  will  come  to  an  immediate  decision  u 
to  whether  the  correspondence  should  be  published." 

(1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  General  Election. 

"  He  had  seen  it  suggested  that  that  would  be  a  convenient  occaBion  on 
which  he  might  make  a  declaration  to  his  constituents  of  the  time  at  which 
an  election  would  occur.   He  wa^*  always  anxious  to  expose  his  innermosct 
feelings  to  his  constituents,  and  he  would  tell  them  when  they  might 
expect  an  election.  They  might  expect  an  election  with  absolute  certainty 
in  the  early  days  of  November  for  the  Bristol  Town  Council,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  that,  bearing  in  mind  some  eloquent  words  of  Lord  Rosebery's,  they 
would  do  their  best  to  secure  adequate  and  proper  representatives  of  tbie 
citizens.  He  rather  gathered,  however,  from  the  way  in  which  they  received 
his  observations,  that  they  were  thinking  of  another  kind  of  election,  and 
that  they  would  like  to  know  when  it  was  likely  to  occur.    He  waa 
very  sorry  to  confess  that  he  was  more  ignorant  tnan  the  talented  and 
inventive  gentlemen  who  acted  as  lobby  correspondents  of  the  provincial 
papers.    He  did  not  know  and,  he  venturea  to  say  on  the  highest 
authority,  nobody  else  did.    The  man  of  all  others  with  whom  it  rested 
to  advise  her  Majesty  on  the  question  of  dissolving  Parliament  wa«  the 
Prime  Minister,  and  only  the  other  day  the  Premier  stated  to  an  audience 
in  London  that  he  did  not  know  when  the  election  would  take  place. 
Therefore,  he  was  afraid  they  must  possess  their  souls  in  patience,  know- 
ing that  there  was  an  unwritten  law  that  no  Parliament  should  last  for  a 
seventh  Session,  and  therefore  calculated  that  some  time  between  now 
and  the  commencement  of  the  seventh  Session  there  would  be  a  general 
election.  That  was  all  he  could  say  on  that  topic,  and  he  was  sorry  for  it, 
because  it  might  relieve  the  anxious  minds  of  some  of  their  Radical  friends 
if  he  could  state  more  definitely  when  they  would  be  put  of  their  misery." 

2)  Lord  Wolseley  on  the  Army  Corps  at  Aldershot. 

**  He  confessed  that  he  had  not  been  struck  in  any  way  whatever 
favourably  with  the  manner  in  which  the  troops  had  lieen  moved.  He 
knew  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said  regarding  the  enormous  difiicnlti^ 
they  were  working  under,  and  perhaps  he  had  asked  too  much  in  this  field 
day.  It  was  like  asking  a  chila  to  run  before  it  had  learned  to  walk.  He 
knew  everyone  had  done  his  best,  but  there  was  an  enormous  lot  still  to 
be  learnt.  He  hoped  General  Montgomery  Moore  would  carry  out  what 
he  had  been  attempting.  Under  no  circumstances  ought  any  large  bodies 
of  troojw  to  be  employed  such  as  on  that  day — ^nothing  larger  than  a 
bri^fade.  He  would  make  the  commanding  officers  of  each  battalion  in 
eacTi  brijgade  work  away  at  teaching  company  officers  what  was  wanted 
there.  There  were  from  30,000  to  33,000  men  in  camp,  and  what  they  all 
required  to  learn  was  company  work.  Small  manoeuvTes  were  what  they 
wanted,  so  as  to  teach  tne  men  what  they  had  to  do.  He  knew  a  great 
deal  of  valuable  time  had  been  devoted  to  musketry  instruction ;  that  was 
very  necessary.  Having  taught  the  men  how  to  shoot  fairly,  they  should 
teach  them  company  work,  and,  generally  speaking,  from  what  he  codd 
see,  they  could  not  go  too  low  in  the  gradation  of  instruction  which  was 
desired.  He  was  very  glad  he  was  at  that  field  day,  but  he  was  bound  to 
say  it  was  much  above  the  capacity  of  the  troops.    He  hoped  they  would, 
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Lugust   8.— (1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  at  Bristol  on  the  General 
Election  and  the  War. 

„     10.— Death  of  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen,  Lord  Chief 
Justice. 

„      12. — Lord  Londonderry  at  Stockton  on  China  and  the 
General  Election. 


„     14.— Besieged  Legations  at  Peking  relieved  by  Allied 
Forces. 

„      15. — Mr.  Brodrick  at  Witley  on  China  and  South  Africa. 

„  16.— (2)  Lord  Wolseley  at  Aldershot  on  the  Army. 

29.— (3)  Mr.  Brodrick  at  Guildford  on  the  General 
Election,  China,  and  the  Army. 


as  time  went  on,  work  up  to  a  higher  standard  and  be  able  to  carry  out 
tactical  operations  on  a  larger  scale.  At  the  present  moment  he  did  not 
think  the  forces  there  were  in  a  state  to  warrant  using  any  larger  body 
than  a  brigade  at  a  time.  General  Montgomery  Moore  shared  this  view 
with  him,  and  was  anxious  to  remedy  this  state  of  things.  He  hoped  all 
concerned  would  take  to  heart  what  he  had  said,  and  that  commanding 
officers  would  try  and  teach  their  captains  and  non-commissioned  officers 
and  men  the  preliminary  work  which  was  laid  down  in  the  drill-book. 
There  was  a  great  deal  to  be  learnt.  It  was  true  there  had  been  many 
changes  among  the  troops  and  the  staffs,  and  our  very  best  men  had  been 
aent  abroad  for  various  purposes.  The  Aldershot  Division,  which  amounted 
in  numbers  to  an  army  coi^,  was  not  in  a  condition  which  would  warrant 
its  being  sent  abroad  as  an  army  corps." 


(3)  Mr,  Brodrick  on  China. 

They  had  relieved  the  Legations  with  the  assistance  of  their  allies, 
and  were  in  common  with  the  other  Powers  masters  of  Pekin.  Our 
Government  knew  their  aims,  and  they  knew  that  the  troops  arrived  only 
just  in  time  to  prevent  a  very  great  crime,  and  that  they  must  claim  in 
respect  of  the  damage  which  had  been  wrought  some  penalty  or  indemnity. 
But  while  they  were  quite  prepared  to  support  those  loyal  Viceroys  in  the 
South  of  China  who  had  hitherto  stood  aloof  from  this  insurrection  and 
these  murders,  they  were  prepared  also  to  do  what  was  necessary  or  pos- 
sible to  preserve  the  trade  in  China  which  England  of  all  nations  had  most 
built  up.  On  the  other  hand,  they  could  not  undertake  the  responsibility 
of  governing  China  either  ourselves  or  with  the  assistance  of  other  Powers. 
He  hoped  it  would  not  be  supposed  the  Government  were  in  any  way 
pusillanimous  in  this  respect.  Their  object  was  to  maintain  Britisn  inte- 
rests. They  were  quite  ready  to  take  their  share  of  the  *  white  man's 
burden,'  but  they  could  not  admit  that  the  nature  of  the  burden  of  the 
white  man  should  be  dictated  to  them  by  the  yellow  man.*' 
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THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 
August,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  for  the  month  of  Angnst 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtained 
monthly.) 

[Note.  — In  the  following  list  of  the  chief  dirnsiom  in  the  House  of  Commofu, 
the  number  of  the  minority  {whtther  "  For  "  or  Against ")  in  a  dimsion  U 
always  put  first  for  the  sake  of  cotwetkience.  When  the  division  is  an  *^official'' 
one  J  (i.e.)  when  the  Chvemment  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  TeUert,  tht 
\nord  For"  or  Against"  as  the  ease  may  6e,  is  given  in  italics.  Tht 
numbers  given  include  the  TeUers,] 


I.  — Peace  Preservation  (Ireland)  Act. 

August  Ist,  1900  {Divisioti  No,  261).— On  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connors 
Amendment  to  the  Expiring  Laws  Continuance  Bill  to  exclude  tlie 
Peace  Preservation  (Ireland)  Act  from  the  scope  of  the  BilL 

For,  70 ;  Against,  138. 

II.  — Tithe  Rent-Charge  (Ireland)  Bill. 

August  6th,  1900  {Division  No.  282).— On  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor's 
Motion  to  disagree  with  the  Lords'  Amendments. 

For,  51  ;  Against,  86. 

III. — Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  (1890) 
Amendment  Bill. 
August  6th,  1900  {Division  No.  283).— On  the  Motion  to  agree 
with   the  Lords'  Amendment  which,  it  was  alleged,  affected  the 
privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons,  by  altering  the  incidence  of 
local  taxation. 

Against,  58  ;  For,  90. 

AGRICULTURAL  HOLDINGS  BILL. 
IV. — Inherent  Capabilitt  op  the  Soil. 
August  6th,  1900  {Division  No.  284). — On  the  Motion  to  agree 
with  the  Lords*  Amendment  which  re-introduced  words  providing  that 
the  Arbitrator  in  adjudging  his  award  should  take  into  consideration 
the  inherent  capabilities  of  the  soil. 

Against,  66  ;  For,  96. 


Digitized  by 


September,  1900.] 


THR  LIRRRAL  MAQAZINB. 


383 


V. — Osier  Beds. 

August  6th,  1900  (Division  No,  285).— On  the  Motion  to  agree 
jeith  the  Lords*  Amendment  striking  out  the  provision  to  the  effect 
l-hat  the  outgoing  tenant  should  be  entitled  to  receive  compensation 
horn  the  landlord  for  the  planting  of  osier  beds  without  the  consent 

the  landlord,  if  the  osier  beds  did  not  exceed  one  acre. 

Against,  58  ;  For,  98. 

VI. — Gardens. 

*  August  6th,  1900  {Division  No,  286.)— On  the  Motion  to  agree 
with  the  rx>rd8'  Amendment  striking  out  the  permission  to  a  tenant  to 
make  a  garden  without  obtaining  the  assent  of  his  landlord. 

Against,  59  ;  For,  97. 


VII.— Companies  Bill. 

August  6th,  1900  (Division  No.  289).— On  the  Motion  to  agree 
with  the  Lords'  Amendment  striking  out  the  clause  which  aimed  at 
ensuring  to  intending  subscribers  information  as  to  the  extent  of 
control  and  interest  in  the  company's  property  possessed  by  the  holder 
of  founders'  shares. 

Against,  59  ;  For,  95. 


NOTES  AND  FIGUliES. 


The  Session  of  1900  was  described  by  the 
The  Session  of     Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer,  speaking  at 
1900.  Bristol  on  the  day   of   the   prorogation,  as 

"the  dullest  and  least  interesting  session,  so 
far  as  the  House  of  Commons  was  concerned,  that  he  ever  remembered." 
He  also  remarked  that  the  "  measures  of  social  improvement "  they  had 
placed  on  the  Statute  Book  "  he  would  not  for  a  moment  pretend  were 
measures  of  great  importance."  The  Times  remarks  of  the  Session  that 
"during  a  year  marked  by  events  in  the  national  history  of  the 
greatest  interest  and  importance  the  proceedings  of  the  Parliamentary 
Session  have  been  beyond  all  precedent  stagnant  and  unexciting."  Sir 
M.  Hicks-Beach  said  that  the  dulness  of  Parliament  only  reflected  the 
feeling  of  the  country,  which  "  had  been  elsewhere  than  upon  matters 
of  domestic  legislation."  But  it  is  worth  recalling  that  apologies  have 
had  to  be  made  for  Parliamentary  dulness  and  the  unimportance  of  the 
measures  passed  at  the  close  of  almost  every  Session  since  the  present 
Ministry  has  been  in  office.  Thus  the  Times  said  of  the  Session  of 
1899  that  "it  would  not  occupy  a  very  conspicuous  part  in  Parlia- 
mentary history,"  and  of  the  Session  of  1898  that  "by  universal 
admission  it  was  to  be  reckoned  as  the  dullest  and  the  least  interesting 
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within  the  experience  of  the  great  body  of  Members  of  Parliament " 
Yet  no  great  war  distracted  national  attention  during  either  of  tha^ 
Sessions.  The  dull  and  uninteresting  character  of  Parliamentary 
proceedings  under  a  Unionist  Government  can  only  be  attributed  to 
the  character  of  its  measures. 

Of  the  measures  of  the  past  session,  the  most  important  was  doubt 
less  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Act.  This  was  a  non-party 
measure,  and  the  Grovemment  had  the  assistance  of  the  Opposition  in 
passing  it.  Of  the  measures  of  domestic  legislation  passed,  the  Cm- 
panics  Act  has  been  at  last  added  to  the  Statute  Book,  on  the  fifth 
time  of  its  introduction  and  discussion  in  Special  Committee.  Sodk* 
important  clauses  had  to  be  "  jettisoned  "  to  get  it  through  now.  The 
Money-lenders  Bill,  another  remanet  of  the  previous  Session,  has  passed 
with  considerable  amendment.  The  Agricultural  Holdings  Act  is  a 
very  small  measure,  and  was  "  amended  "  by  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
Housing  Act  only  touches  the  fringe  of  a  great  problem.  The  Work 
men's  Compensation  Act  has  at  last  (just  before  the  election)  been 
extended  to  the  agricultural  labourer.  The  Railway  Employment 
(Prevention  of  Accidents)  Act  will  give  the  Board  of  Trade  certain 
powers  to  require  the  railway  companies  to  provide  appliances  rendered 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  life  and  limb.  Measures  relating  to  the 
Naval  Reserve  and  Volunteer  Forces  have  been  received  in  military 
circles  as  very  doubtful  boons.  "  Whether  they  will  add  as  much  as  i-^ 
expected  to  our  resources  for  home  defence  is,"  the  Times  says,  *'a 
point  on  which  there  is  not  a  little  difference  of  opinion."  But  the 
most  important  business  of  the  Session  has  been  financial.  The 
Government  has  added  nearly  fifty  millions  to  the  National  Debt,  and 
the  expenditure  has  swollen  to  the  enormous  sum  of  j£ 180,000,000. 


The  measures  promised  in   the  Queen"* 
Promise  and       Speech  at  the  beginning  of  the  Session  have 
Performanck.       fared  rather    better    than  former  sessional 
programmes  of  the  present  Ministry,  but  a 
number  of  them  were  brought  over  from  previous  Sessions.  Takin^r 
the  Queen's  Speech,  we  have : — 

(1)  Measures  passed, 

Australian  Commonwealth  Act, 

Companies  Act, 

Agricultural  Holdings  Act, 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Act, 

Tithe  Rent-charge  (Ireland)  Act, 

Money-lenders  Act, 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 

Railway  Employment  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  Act, 

Reservists*  Franchise  Act. 
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(2)  Measures  not  passed. 

Education  Bill  (Scotland), 
Secondary  Education  Bill, 
Factory  Acts  Amendment  Bill, 
Lunacy  Law  Amendment  Bill. 

There  have  heen  other  Acts  passed  not  mentioned  in  the  Queen's 
Speech,  including  a  batch  of  Military  and  Naval  Acts,  the  Elementanr 
Education  Act  and  the  Burials  Act,  which  abolishes  fees  to  Churcn 
of  England  incumbents  for  Nonconformist  funerals  in  cemeteries, 
except  for  services  performed,  and  enables  burial  authorities  to  erect 
chapels  for  Nonconformist  services.  Of  private  members'  Acts  the 
most  important  are  the  Act  extending  the  Ck)mpensation  Act  to 
Agriculture  and  the  Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour  Under- 
ground) Act. 

During  the  late  Session  the  House  of  Commons  only  sat  on 
113  days.  This  is  below  the  average  even  of  the  present 
Parliament,  which  is  120  days.  In  ten  preceding  years  the  average 
number  of  sittings  was  130  days.  Of  the  sittings  of  the  House 
financial  business  occupied  45,  which,  perhaps,  is  not  to  be  wondered 
at,  considering  that  the  heaviest  Budget  on  record  has  been  introduced, 
and  provision  has  had  to  be  made  in  all  for  over  £180,000,000.  Other 
Government  business  occupied  40  days,  and  the  debate  on  the 
Address  9,  leaving  only  19  for  private  members.  Private  members' 
Bills  passed  have  therefore  been  few.  Really  only  six  weeks  out  of 
more  than  six  months  have  been  devoted  to  legislation.  The  total 
number  of  public  Acts  passed  was  67,  which  is  less  than  usual.  Two 
hundred  and  ninety  private  and  Provisional  Order  Bills  have 
become  law.  Of  public  Bills  promoted  by  private  members 
there  were  38  on  the  Notice  paper  which  had  made  considerable 
progress  when  the  prorogation  came  and  put  an  end  to  their  existence. 
Among  them  were  two  which  had  passed  the  Grand  Committees, 
namely,  the  Midwives  Bill  and  the  Bill  for  amending  the  Welsh 
Sunday  Closing  Act.  The  list  also  included  the  Bill  to  forbid  the 
sale  of  intoxicants  to  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  and  the 
Sunday  Closing  (Monmouthshire)  Bill,  both  of  which  had  made  some 
progress  in  Committee.  The  Bill  for  removing  the  disabihty  inflicted 
on  women  by  the  London  Borough  Councils  Act  was  also  among  the 
shipwrecked.  It  had  been  read  a  second  time.  There  have  been 
counts-out  five  times  during  the  Session. 


Now  let  us  see  once  more  how  Mr.  Cham- 
Mr.  Chambbrlain's  berlain's  Social  Programme  has  fared,  after  the 
Social  Programme.   Government  which  was  to  have  earned  it  out 
has  been  in  office  between  five  and  six  years, 
and  a  Parliament  with  a  great  Unionist  majority  has  sat  for  seven 
Sessions.   We  give  in  parallel  columns  the  promise  and  performance  : — 
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The  Programme.  i 

1.  — (a)  Improvement  of  the  | 
Houses  of  the  Working  Class^. 
(6)  Purchase  of  their  houses  by  | 
artisans  on  favourable  terms,  • 
giving  them  the  same  advantage  ' 
as  Irish  tenants  enjoy. 

2.  — Powers  given  to  Govern- 1 
ment  to  dea]  with  alien  immi- 1 
gration.  I 

3.  — Old  Age  Pensions.  ! 


4.  — Shorter  Hours  in  Shops. 

5.  — Compensation  to  workers  for 
©very  injury  they  suffer,  whether 
caused  by  negligence  or  not. 

6.  — An  Experimental  Eight 
Hours  Day  in  the  mining  In- 
dustry. 

7.  — Temperance  Reform. 


8. — Creation    of    a    Judicial  | 
Tribunal  in  all  Industrial  Centres 
for  the  Settlement  of  Disputes. 


The  Performance. 
1. — (a)  The  trumpery  Act  of 
1900.    (b)   The  inoperative  Act 
of  1899. 


2.  — Nothing.  Bill  promised  in 
Queen's  Speech  of  1896.  No  men- 
tion since. 

3.  — No  Government  Bill,  but  a 
circular  issued  to  Guardians  advis- 
ing outdoor  relief  for  aged  paupers. 

4.  — Nothing. 

5.  — Compensation  given  to  fcm 
workers  for  some  injuries. 


6. — Nothing. 


7.  — Nothing,  but  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Licensing  Commissi(Hi, 
to  the  recommendations  of  which 
Lord  Salisbury  refuses  to  give 
effect  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
be  legislation  by  those  who  hare 
cellars  for  those  who  have  none. 

8.  — Conciliation  Act  of  1896, 
which  has  only  been  very  partially 
adopted  in  some  industrial  centrefi. 


Thus  of  the  eight  measures  promised,  or  at  least  proposed  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  only  three  have  been  passed,  and  those  are  but  of 
partial  application. 


It  may  be  well  also  again  to  see  how  Mr. 
Mr.  Balfour's      Balfour's  Social  Programme  has  fared— the 
Social  Programme,  programme  which  was  sent  out  to  every  elector 
at  East  Manchester,  along  with  his  address,  at 
the  last  election.    Here  again  are  the  promise  and  performance  in 
parallel  columns  : — 

The  Programme.  i  The  Performance. 

1.  — The  Referendum.  I      1. — Nothing. 

2.  — Poor  Law  Reforms  (a)  by       2. — No  Government  measure, 
Classification  of  Paupers  ;  (b)  Old  — a  circular  to  Guardians  ! 
Age  Pensions. 

3.  — Employer's  Liability,  with  3. — Partial  compensation  for 
Universal  Compensation  for  all    some  accidents. 

Accidents. 
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4.  — Improvement  of  the  Dwell- 
ings of  the  Poor. 

5.  — Extension  of  Small  Hold- 
ings. 

6.  — Exclusion  of  Pauper  Aliens. 

7.  — Poor  Law  and  School  Board 
Kates  to  be  charged  on  the  Im- 
perial Exchequer. 

8.  —Registration  Reform,  with 
a  Redistribution  of  Seats,  so  as  to 
secure  "  One  Vote,  One  Value." 

9.  — Facilities  to  enable  working 
men  to  purchase  their  own  dwell- 
ings. 

10.  — Scotland:  (a)  Public  Works 
on  West  Coast;  (b)  Local  Man- 
agement of  Private  Bill  Legisla- 
tion. 

1 1.  — Ireland  :  (a)  Local  Govern- 
ment ;  (b)  Public  Works. 


4.  — ^The  trumpery  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Act  of  1900. 

5.  — Nothing. 

6.  — Nothing. 

7.  — Nothing. 


8.  — Nothing.  Redistribution  de- 
precated by  Lord  James  of  Here- 
ford. 

9.  — Small  Houses  (Acquisition) 
Act  of  1899— not  used. 

10.  — (a)  Partially  redeemed. 
(b)  Act  of  1899. 


11. — (a)  Act  passed,  part  of 
which  gives  £315,000  a  year  direct 
to  Irish  landlords.  (6)  Practically 
nothing  done. 


A  very  incomplete  and  inglorious  record. 


Mr.  Chamberlain    «         Chamberlam  on  the  closing  days  of  the 
AND  Kynochs        Session  waxed  very  indignant  over  the  question 
of  Kynochs  and  the  War  Office  contracts  : — 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Kynochs,  or 
in  any  other  firm  making  ammunition  or  war  material." 

"No  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Kynochs."  But  in  1895 Mr.  Cham- 
berlain himself  avowed  that  he  was  at  all  events  politically  interested. 
He  said  so  in  the  famous  cordite  debate  (June  21st,  1895)  which 
destroyed  the  last  Liberal  Administration : — 

He  believed  he  was  the  first  member  who  had  risen  who  had  any  kind 
of  connection  through  his  constituency  with  the  manufacture  of  cordite.  He 
did  not  think  the  cordite  was  actuaUy  manufactured  in  Birmingham,  but  the 
firm  of  Kynoch  and  Co.,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Aston,  a  suburb  of 
Birmingham,  were  cordite  manufacturers,  and  therefore  he  had  the  legitimate 
interest  in  the  matter  which,  as  representing  his  constituents,  he  might  be 
expected  to  have." 

Why  was  he  concerned  to  insist  on  this  "  legitimate  interest "  in  the 
business  of  Kynoch  and  Co.  1  He  used  it  in  the  direction  of  pushing 
the  business  of  that  firm  : — 

**In  the  first  place,  he  wanted  to  ask  a  question  of  the  Secretair  for 
War.  .   .   .   What  was  the  extent  of  the  orders  given  to  Kynoch  and  Co  ? " 

One  is  really  almost  sorry  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  subsequently  came  to 
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feel  "no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,"  in  the  matter.  He  has  kit 
a  real  pleasure  thereby.  For  had  he  still  retained  his  legitimate 
interest  ^  in  Kynochs,  he  would  naturally  have  felt  some  satisfaction  in 
observing  how  considerately  they  have  been  treated  by  his  friend  and 
colleague  in  the  representation  ol  Birmingham — Mr.  PoweU  Williams. 


We   gave  last  month  a   revised  Budget 
The  Budget        constructed  out  of  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beacfa's 
(Last  Edition).      speech  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  July  29th. 

But  it  has  again  to  be  amended  in  view  of  the 
Parliamentary  return,  asked  for  by  Sir  William  Harcourt  on  August 
1st,  and' presented  to  Parliament  a  day  or  two  later : — 

THE  BALANCE^HEET  FOR  19001 901. ♦ 

Receipts.  £ 

Ordinary  Revenue  1 15,268,000 

Additional  Taxation    12,252,000 

Treasury  Bills  to  be  renewed   £10,000,000 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000,  but  issued  at 

98 A  per  cent,  and  producing  only       ...  29,550,000 
Further  Borrounng  (At^ust,  1900)  under 
War  Loan  Acty  1900,  and  Supplemental 
War  Loan  Act,  1900    10,182,000 


Total  borrowing    49,732,000 

Total  receipts   £177,252,000 

Expenditure.  ^ 

Deficit  from  1899-1900    13,882,000 

Estimated  expenditure  in  April,  1900  (taking  into 
account  the  suspension  of  the  payment  off  of  Termi- 
nable Annuities  to  the  amount  of  £4,640,000  and  a 

sum  of  £619,000  for  interest  on  the  War  Loan)      ...  150,061,000 

Supplementary  Estimates : — 

South  African  War   £7,440,000 

China   3,000,000 

Ashantee  Expedition   200,000 

Army   1M4.000 

Navy   1,269.000 

Civil  Services   836,000 


13,309,000 

Total  Expenditure    177,252,000 

•  The  new  items  are  given  in  italics. 
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It  is  now  possible  from  the  Budget  to  find  out  the  cost  of  the  war. 
The  Grovemment  in  their  April  calculations  assumed  that  it  will  be 
over  by  the  end  of  September,  1900.  That  assumption  was  too  favour- 
able, and  the  August  figures  are  : — 

I. — What  the  War  Costs. 

Ist  Supplementary  1899-1900  Army  Estimate  {October, 

1899)  

•ind  „  „  {February,  1900) 

Past  interest  on  Treasury  Bills    

Increase  of  Army  Estimates  1900-1901   

Future  interest  on  Treasury  Bills   

Interest  on  War  Loan  

1st  Supplementary  1900-1901  Army  Estimate  {July, 

1900)  


£69,323,000 


10,000,000 
13,000,000 
217,000 
37,797,000 
250,000 
619,000 

7,440,000 


II. — How  THE  Money  is  to  be  Raised. 
I.  To  be  raised  by  Taxation. 

£ 

Normal  ReaUsed  Surplus  (1899-1900)  9,335,000 

New  Taxation    12,252,000 

Sinking  Fund  Suspension  in  1900-  * 

1901    4,640,000 


26,227,000 

Less  Prospective  Normal  deficit  (1900- 

1901)   767,000 

  25,460,000 

2.  To  be  raised  by  Borrounng. 

Treasury  Bills    13,000,000 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000  issued  at 
98^  per  cent,  and  therefore  pro- 
ducing an  actual  sum  of        ...  29,550,000 
Supplementery  War  Loan  Act,  1900  1,313,000 

  43,863,000 


£69,323,000 


It  is  certain  that  the  total  cost  will  eventually  work  out  at  even  more 
than  this  huge  total.  In  this  connection  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
Treasury  have  reserve  powers  enabling  them  to  borrow  a  further  sum 
i&5,8 18,000 — to  meet  further  expenditure  in  China  and  South 
-^ca,  and  to  provide  for  the  intei-est  on  further  War  Debt  to  be 
created. 
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Sir  William  Harcourt's  admirable  speech  in 
Sir  W.  Harcourt    the  House  of  Commons  on  August   1st,  in 
ON  OUR  which  he  dealt  with  our  national  finance  as 

National  Position,  it  affects  "  Our  National  Position,"  has  been 
reprinted  (in  an  authorised  edition)  by  the 
Liberal  Publication  Department  as  a  penny  pamphlet,  to  be  obtained 
post  free  for  IJd.  from  42,  Parliament-street.  It  should  be  obtained 
by  every  reader  of  the  Magazine.  Here  we  have  only  space  for  a 
couple  of  extracts.    The  first  is  on  the  finance  of  the  war : — 

Passing  by  these  minor  details  I  should  like  to  make  a  few  remarks 
upon  the  finance  of  which  this  is  the  concluding  chapter  this  year.  It  is 
very  remarkable  how  the  financial  aspect  of  the  war  began.  When  the 
Government  entered  upon  the  war  in  October  their  estimate  for  its  conduct 
and  conclusion  was  ten  millions  of  money — I  forget  the  number  of  men  ;  in 
February  it  was  13  millions  ;  in  March  37^  miUions  ;  and  now  to  that  we 
have  to  add  the  figiure  of  7i  ndllions  of  the'Under  Secretary  for  War  or  the 
figure  of  8^  millions  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I  look  at  the 
figiures  as  a  test  of  the  foresight  of  this  Government.  They  entered  upon 
the  war  with  a  li^ht  heart  and  a  lighter  purse.  In  October  they  were 
satisfied  they  would  have  a  military  parade  and  a  walk-over  in  the  Republics. 
It  was  not  till  February  they  discovered  they  must  have  13  millions  more. 
In  the  Budget  in  March  the  riffht  hon.  gentleman  put  the  gross  cost  of  the 
war  at  23  millions  towards  which  he  had  a  surplus  of  five  millions  and  a 
deficit  of  about  17  millions.  (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  :  That  estimate  fca»  till 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,)  Yes,  the  31st  of  March.  But  in  that  very 
March  they  wanted  37^  millions  more,  and  now  they  want  7^  millions  more. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  these  figures  do  not  spell  prescience  as  to  the  character 
of  the  war  on  which  tlfey  had  entered." 

The  second  is  as  to  the  attitude  of  other  countries  to  Great  Britain. 

Statesmen  of  the  highest  authority  and  character  have  been  impressing 
upon  us  over  and  over  again  this  fact — that  we  are  the  best  hated  people  in 
the  world.  Not  by  the  Governments,  but  by  the  people  of  foreign  states, 
which  is  a  much  more  serious  thing.  In  a  speech  of  tne  Prime  Minister  to 
the  Primrose  League  he  represented  to  them  that  so  great  and  so  combined 
was  this  hatred  that  we  might  at  any  time  be  exposed  to  an  ugly  rush  from 
the  nations  of  Europe.  Such  a  statement  as  that  has  never  in  tne  history  of 
this  country  been  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  England.  I  do  not  say 
whether  it  is  true  or  not,  but  that  statement,  whatever  it  is,  is  rather  an 
unpleasant  consequence  of  the  rigime  of  Imperialism  which  we  have  enjoyed 
for  five  years.  We  were  told  by  the  gentleman  who  is  now  Viceroy  of  India, 
on  this  Government  acceding  to  office,  that  the  mere  fact  of  Lord  Salisbmy 
taking  charge  of  the  Foreign  Office  would  produce  a  sreat  calm  in  Europe, 
that  everybody  would  be  satisfied  and  everybody  would  be  happy,  that  there 
would  be  the  millennium,  when  the  lion  would  lie  down  with  the  lamb.  But  at 
the  end  of  five  years  the  Prime  Minister  comes  forward  and  says  we  are  the 
object  of  the  combined  hatred  of  Europe.  And  what  is  his  remedy  for  that 
state  of  affiiirs  ?  It  is  to  be  brought  about  by  the  Primrose  League,  who  are 
to  arm  with  rifles  the  peasantry  of  this  country.  That  does  not  entirely 
reassure  me  against  this  syndicate  of  E\ux)pean  hatred. 

*Non  tali'auxilio  nee  defenboribas  iatit 
Tempua  eget.' 

Nothing  could  be  more  childish  or  more  puerile.  Why,  sir,  if  it  is  true  that 
this  danger  exists,  you  must  quadruple  your  Army  and  you  must  quadruple 
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your  Navy.    What  does  it  mean?  It  means  that  if  each  of  four  of  the 
Powers  builds  an  ironclad  you  must  build  four,  or  if  each  adds  a  corps 
cT  armie.  to  its  land  forces,  you  must  add  four.    The  remarkable  thing 
is  that  when  the  Prime  Minister  made  this  declaration  he  said  he 
really  could  not  understand  the  reason   for  that  hatred.     He  ought 
to  understand  it.    It  has  grown  up  under  his  auspices.    '  It  was  inevi- 
table.*   That,  I  suppose,  is  the  explanation  given  by  the  Grovemment. 
There  is  another  authority,  greatly  versed  in  foreign  affairs,  who  holds  the 
same  opinion  of  the  danger  and  of  the  universality  of  the  hatred  ;  but  Lord 
Rosebery  knows  the  cause  of  that  hatred,  and  he  has  stated  it  in  a  celebrated 
speech.    This  is  what  he  said,  and  it  is  deserving  of  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country  :  *  The  British  Empire  needs  peace.    For  the  last 
twenty  years,  and  still  more  for  the  last  twelve,  you  have  been  laying  your 
hands,'  observe  these  words,  *  with  almost  frantic  eagerness  on  every  tract 
of  territory  adjacent  to  your  own,  or  which  from  any  point  of  view  you 
thought  it  desirable  to  take.   That  has  had  two  results — I  daresay  it  is  quite 
right ;  but  it  has  had  two  results.    The  first  result  is  that  you  have  excited 
to  an  almost  intolerable  degree  the  envy  of  other  colonising  nations,  and,  in 
the  cases  of  many  empires,  or  many  countries,  or  several  countries  rather, 
which  were  formerly  friendly  to  you,  you  can  reckon,  in  consequence  of 
your  colonial  policy,  right  or  wrong — and  I  am  supposed  to  be  rather  a 
sinner  in  that  respect — not  on  their  active  benevolence  but  on  their  active 
malevolence.'    That  is  the  reason  of  the  hatred  given  by  Lord  Rosebery. 
What  is  the  consequence  ?   Their  resources  are  strained  to  the  uttermost, 
they  leave  no  margin  for  dealing  with  the  duties  which  belong  to  their 
patrimony,  the  great  possessions  they  already  have  are  starved  and  mortgaged 
for  further  acquisitions.    Every  nation  seems  to  regard  that  which  its  neigh- 
bour acquires  as  a  wrong  to  itself,  and  the  consequence  is  that  state  of  active 
malevolence  which  is  referred  to  in  the  passage  which  I  have  read.  The 
interests  of  what,  after  all,  is  but  a  small  and  distant  fraction  of  our  vast 
Empire  have  absorbed  all  our  resources  in  men ;  they  have  increased  our 
taxation  ;  they  have  accumulated  our  debt.    What  have  they  done  for  us  ? 
Tliey  have  left  us  but  a  narrow  margin  for  dealing  with  the  great  possibilities 
of  danger  in  China ;  they  have  compelled  us  to  refuse,  what  in  my  opinion 
we  desired  and  ought  to  have  given,  assistance  to  our  Indian  subjects.  These 
are  the  results — I  am  not  speaking  of  the  present  war,  I  am  speaking  of  this 
land  hunger,  this  craving  for  acquisition  when  you  have  not  settled, 
developed,  or  done  justice  to  the  territories  you  already  possess,  and  you  are 
not  able  to  do  justice  to  the  people  to  whom  you  are  responsible  at  home. 
Would  it  not  be  well  to-day  that,  in  reviewing  the  situation  in  which  we  find 
ourselves,  those  who  are  responsible  for  the  fortunes  of  this  nation,  instead 
of  infiamins  popular  passions  and  stimulating  a  spirit  of  wild  and  grasping 
ambition,  should  impress  upon  the  public  mind  that  great  truth,  that  of  au 
the  interests  of  this  vast  and  glorious  Empire  the  greatest  interest  is  peace  ? " 

But  the  whole  speech  should  be  read  and  studied. 


In    the    last  days  of    the  Session  the 
The  Elementary    "Elementary  Education  Act,  1900"  became 
Education  Act.     law.  Like  other  Education  Acts  of  the  present 
Parliament,  it  was  forced  through  the  House  of 
Commons  without  amendment.    This  muzzling  of  the  legislature  was 
nwde  the  subject  of  indignant  protests  from  both  sides  of  the  House 
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on  July  3l8t.  The  Act  consists  of  nine  clauses  and  was  represented 
to  be  merely  a  "  departmental "  Bill  raising  no  important  princif^. 
This  was  a  true  description  of  several  clauses  but  not  of  othei>. 
Clause  6  raised  the  maximum  penalty  for  non-attendance  at  school 
from  58.  to  20s.  and  rectified  an  omission  from  the  Act  of  1876.  That 
Act  made  14  the  age  for  compulsory  attendance,  but  the  Act  of  1870 
restricted  the  by-laws  enforcing  attendance  to  13  years  of  age,  and 
the  Act  of  1876  did  not  amend  the  Act  of  1870  in  this  respect.  Thus, 
although  Parliament  indicated  14  as  a  suitable  limit  for  compulftorr 
education  more  than  25  years  ago,  it  has  been  difficult  to  enforce 
attendance  by  by-laws  after  13  years  of  age.  The  two  Acts  are 
now  brought  into  harmony.  This  and  the  increase  in  the  maximum 
penalty  are  the  good  points  in  the  Act  now  passed,  and  they  were 
apparently  inserted  to  "gild  the  pill"  of  Clauses  1  and  2,  for  the 
opposition  which  gathered  round  Clauses  1  and  2  was  crippled  by  the 
desire  to  secure  Clauses  6  and  7  :  the  Government  insisting  that  the 
Bill  must  pass  entire  or  not  pass  at  all. 

Clause  1  repeals  part  of  the  Free  Education  Act  of  1891,  and 
removes  the  principal  statutory  hindrance  which  the  Government  have 
encountered  in  their  crusade  €Lgainst  higher  elementary  schools.  It 
was  unfortunately  so  technical  and  so  obscure  that  it  could  not  be 
generally  understood,  but  as  more  will  be  heard  of  it  when  its 
effect  is  felt,  it  may  be  well  to  put  an  exact  explanation  on  reconJ. 
The  Act  of  1891  says  (section  1)  "There  shall  be  paid  ...  a 
fee  grant  ...  at  the  rate  of  ten  shillings  for  each  child  o/* 
number  of  children  in  average  attendance  over  three  and  under  fifteen 
years  of  afije,"  etc.  And  section  10  sajrs  "the  expression  *avera^ 
attendance'  shall,  for  the  purposes  of  the  fee  grant,  mean  average 
attendance  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  minutes  in  force  at  the 
commencement  of  this  Act."  The  effect  of  these  two  sections  wa.s 
to  make  the  minutes  (i.e.,  the  code)  of  1891  practically  part  of  the 
Act,  and  as  the  code  of  1891  allowed  every  scholar  attending  school  to  be 
included  in  calculating  the  average  attendance,  the  Act  secured  the  fee 
gi-ant  6y  statute  to  every  child  between  three  and  fifteen  years  of  age. 
By  changes  in  the  code  from  year  to  year  the  Government  can  give 
or  withhold  all  other  grants;  thus  one  rule  excludes  monitors  from 
the  grants,  another  withholds  certain  grants  from  children  in  the  lower 
standards,  and  another  withholds  other  grants  from  children  over 
fourteen  years  of  age,  and  the  Department  can  year  by  year  make 
other  regulations  offering  or  refusing  certain  grants  to  certain  children, 
but  the  fee  grant  they  could  not  touch :  that  was  secured  by  statute, 
and  the  fact  that  every  child  had  a  right  to  claim  free  education  up  to 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  that  the  school  had  a  statutory  duty  to  teach 
the  child  and  to  claim  the  fee  grant,  has  been  an  effective  hindrance  to 
the  attempts  of  the  present  Grovemment  to  limit  and  restrict  higher 
education.  Now  comes  Clause  1  of  the  Act  of  1900.  It  runs  &s 
follows : — "  For  the  purpose  of  the  fee  grant  under  the  Elementary 
Eklucation  Act,  1891,  average  attendance  shall  be  calculated  in 
accordance  with  the  minutes  of  the  Board  of  Education  in  force  for 
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the  time  being  in  respect  to  public  elementary  schools."  Thus  the 
definite  statutory  right  to  the  fee  grant  is  abolished.  The  Act  of  1891 
is  to  that  extent  repealed,  and  now  it  is  left  for  the  Education  Minister 
to  prescribe  from  year  to  year  in  the  ever-changing  code  where  it  shal) 
be  paid  and  where  it  shall  be  withheld.  The  code  in  force  to-day 
excludes  all  children  employed  as  monitors  and  over  fifty  thousand 
children  between  fourteen  and  fifteen,  for  whom  it  is  now  paid.  Sir 
John  Gorst  will  probably  add  to  the  exclusions  next  year. 


The  other  objectionable  clause  is  much 
Statutory         simpler.    It  runs  as  follows:  "The  Board  of 
Rate  Aid,         Guardians  of  any  poor  law  union  may  contri- 
bute towards  such  of  the  expenses  of  providing, 
enlarging,  or  maintaining  any  public  elementary  school  as  are  certified 
by  the  Board  of  Education  to  have  been  incurred  wholly  or  partly  in 
respect  of  scholars  taught  at  the  school,  who  are  either  resident  in  a 
workhouse  or  an  institution  to  which  they  have  been  sent  by  the 
guardians  from  a  workhouse,  or  boarded  out  by  the  Guardians." 

This  clause  introduces  rate  aid  for  building  and  maintaining  volun- 
tary schools  without  giving  the  ratepayers  any  representative  on  the 
management.  The  serious  infraction  of  well-established  principle  is  too 
obvious  to  call  for  comment.  Then  confusion  is  introduced  into  the 
education  system  by  empowering  hundreds  of  public  bodies  elected  for 
one  purpose  to  interfere  with  the  work  entrusted  to  other  bodies.  For 
instance,  the  London  School  Board  has  the  duty  of  providing  and  main- 
taining the  school  supply  of  London,  but  now  the  thirty  Boards  of 
Guardians  within  the  London  area  may  use  the  rates  to  bolster  up 
moribund  Voluntary  schools.  The  clause  was  recommended  on  the  plea 
that  it  might  promote  the  transfer  of  poor-law  children  from  work- 
houses to  ordinary  schools,  but  as  all  Guardians  may  now  send  their 
poor-law  children  to  the  ordinary  schools  without  payment,  those 
who  have  hitherto  refused  to  do  so  will  not  be  tempted  to  change  their 
practice  by  the  addition  of  a  fine.  The  only  object  of  the  clause  is  to 
enable  any  Tory  Board  of  Guardians  to  spend  the  rates  in  subsidising 
the  schools  of  their  friends,  the  Tory  parsons.  Neither  Voluntary 
schools  nor  Board  schools  have  any  claim  to  this  additional  subsidy ; 
they  undertake  to  provide  education  for  all  the  children  residing  in  die 
district,  and  can  make  no  distinction  between  children  boaitied  out  or 
from  the  workhouse  or  any  other  special  class.  The  poor-law  children 
have  for  years  attended  the  ordinary  schools  in  all  enlightened  districts 
and  are  heartily  welcomed.  Every  child  attending  school  earns  thirty 
shillings  or  more  Government  grant  every  year  and  a  few  additional 
children  seldom  involve  any  additional  expense,  so  they  are  very 
welcome.  If  by  any  chance  a  case  arose  where  the  attendance  of  poor- 
law  children  involved  expenditure  which  embarrassed  a  Voluntary 
school,  the  proper  remedy  is  not  to  draw  on  the  poor  rate,  but  to 
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levy  a  school  rate,  the  rate  being  levied  on  the  district  in  which  the 
children  reside,  in  accordance  with  the  Education  Act,  not  on  the 
district  of  some  poor-law  union  as  provided  by  this  Act.  Poor4aw 
children  carry  into  the  district  a  substantial  "  rateable  value."  If  ther 
live  in  a  workhouse  the  workhouse  is  rateable,  and  brings  money  into 
a  parish  in  many  ways,  and,  if  the  children  are  boarded  out,  each  one  is 
endowed  with  an  income  approaching  the  weekly  earnings  of  an  agri- 
cultural labourer,  and  this  payment  can  be  indefinitely  increased. 
Through  the  rates  or  through  voluntary  subscriptions  their  education 
can  be  amply  provided  for  by  the  usual  machinery,  and  still  leave  any 
parish  much  richer  for  their  presence.  This  clause  is  absolutely 
without  any  honest  excuse,  and  we  hope  that  every  Liberal  Poor  Law 
Guardian  will  take  care  that  it  is  a  dead  letter. 


As  we  are  often  asked  for  a  statement  of 
The  Budget  op     the  effect  of  the  Budget  of  1894  on  the  Death 
1894.  Duties,  it  may  be  convenient  to  set  it  out  is 

follows  : — 

1.  The  Law  Prior  to  1894. 
Tliere  were  formerly  no  less  than  five  principal  duties :  Probate, 
Account,  Temporary  Estate,  Legacy  and   Succession   (we  exclude 
Coi-poration,  since  it  is  comparatively  unimportant).  These  duties  were 
divided  by  Sir  William  Harcourt  into  two  classes  : — 

Class  A        Account  ^  Payable  on  the  whole  corjms  of  an  estate, 
Temporary  Estate  (   ^''^P^^^^®  destination  or  distribution. 

(Determined  (a)  by  the  amount  of  interest 
which  the  legatee  or  successor  takes,  and 
Succession  C  (6)  by  his  relationship  to  the  man  itoai 
)  whom  he  takes  it. 
The  A  duties  were  imposed  in  the  shape  of  Probate  duty  on  per- 
sonalty passing  by  will  or  intestacy,  and  in  the  shape  of  Acctnint  duty 
on  personalty  included  in  voluntary  settlements  and  some  other  things, 
but  it  was  not  imposed  on  personalty  included  in  other  forms  of  settle- 
ment, or  on  any  form  of  realty,  settled  or  unsettled.  In  the  case  of 
the  B  duties  there  was  an  unfair  distinction  between  personalty  and 
realty.  In  the  case  of  personalty  the  duty  was  in  all  cases  charged 
on  the  interest  of  the  beneficiary — if  he  took  an  absolute  interest  he 
paid  on  the  principal  value ;  if  he  took  a  life  interest  he  paid  on  the 
life  interest  only.  But  in  the  case  of  i*ealty  the  beneficiary  paid  in 
all  cases  on  his  life  interest  only,  even  when  he  took  an  absolute  interest 
— fee  simple— on  property.  It  was  as  a  small  attempt  to  remedy  this 
inequality  that  Mr.  Goschen 

(1)  raised  the  Succession  duty  on  realty,  and 

(2)  imposed  the  Temporary  Estate  duty,  which  was  chargeable  alike 
on  realty  and  personalty. 
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The  actual  yield  of  the  duties  for  the  three  years  preceding  the 

Budget  was  as  follows : — 

ClcusA.  Class  B. 

Probate  Aooount  and  Temporary 

Estate  DuUeB.  Legacy,  8uo- 


oession  and 


Into  Imperial        Into  Local  Corporation  Total. 

Bxoheqaer.      Taxation  Aoct.  TotaL  Duties. 

£  £  £  £  £ 

1892...  4,213,908  2,811,187  7,025,095  4,067,942  11,093,037 
1893...  3,652,692  2,398,030  6,050,722  4,735,156  10,785,878 
1894...  3,595,287     2,363,059     5,958,346     4,021,345  9,979,691 

2.  The  Change  in  the  Law  Effected  by  the  Budget  of  1894. 
(a)  Simplification  of  the  Death  Duties, 
Sir  William  Harcourt,  in  1894,  merged  the  three  duties  of  Class  A 
into  one — the  Estate  duty.  Legacy  and  iSticcession  duties — though 
kept  up  nominally  as  separate  duties  for  the  sake  of  convenience,  and  on 
account  of  the  body  of  law  and  legal  decisions  which  have  grown  up 
around  them — were  made  identical  in  their  incidence.  There  is,  in 
fact,  now  only  one  B  duty  equal  in  its  incidence  on  all  property,  real 
and  personal,  settled  and  unsettled,  just  as  there  is  only  one  A  duty. 
There  are  two  duties,  instead  of  five,  and  two  equal  duties  in  place  of 
the  previous  chaotic  inequality  of  incidence. 

(6)  Equalisation  Bettoeen  Land  and  Other  Froperty, 
The  equalisation  of  the  duties  in  their  incidence  on  real  and  personal 
property  respectively  is  a  more  far-reaching  reform,  and  one  more 
difficult  to  explain.    The  general  drift  of  Sir  William  Harcourt's 
reforms  may,  however,  be  gathered  from  the  following  propositions  : — 

1.  The  Legacy  Duty  is  now  based  on  a  consanguinity  scale,  to  which 
also  the  Succession  Duty  partly  conforms.  The  scale,  as  is  well  knowni 
ranges  from  1  per  cent,  on  legacies  to  lineal  issue,  to  10  per  cent,  on 
legacies  to  outsiders."  This  scale  was  preserved  in  the  case  of  the  new 
Legacy  Duty. 

2.  Realty  and  Settled  Personalty  used  to  escape  Probate  Duty. 
They  are  now  made  subject  on  the  same  scale  as  personalty  to  it, 
in  the  form  of  Estate  Duty. 

3.  Before  1894,  whereas  personalty  (whether  settled  or  free)  was 
liable  to  duty  on  its  full  capital  value,  realty  was  not ;  for  the  Succes- 
sion Duty  was  charged  only  on  the  value  of  the  life-interest  of  the 
successor  therein ;  and  owing  to  the  mode  of  valuation,  realty  was 
undervalued.  Now,  realty  is  equaUsed  in  this  respect  also  with 
personalty ;  and  the  duty  is  paid  on  the  full  realisable  value. 

4.  Before  1894  all  the  Death  Duties  on  personalty  were  payable 
when  due,  but  the  duties  on  realty  were  payable  by  easy  instalments 
over  four  years  or  more.  Now,  though  realty  is  allowed  this  extension 
of  time  for  payment,  interest  is  charged. 

5.  Lastly,  the  Estate  Duty  (old  style)  was  levied  on  personalty 
whenever  an  estate  amounted  to  £10,000  and  upwards,  but  was  only 
levied  on  realty  when  any  individual  succession  amounted  to  £10,000. 
This  distinction  in  favour  of  realty  is  abolished ;  in  short,  realty  and 
personalty  are  now  on  an  almost  equal  footing. 
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(c)  The  Graduation  of  the  IhUies. 
The  Death  Duties  were  not  only  simplified  and  equalised  w 
described  ;  they  were  also  graduated  on  the  following  scale : — 


abore 


£100—  £500 
£500—  £1,000 
£1,000— £10,000 
£10,000— £25,000 
£25,000— £50,000 
£50,000— £75,000 


Per  Genu 
...  1 

2 
3 

...  4 

...  H 

...  5 


£75,000—  £100,000 
£100,000—  £150,000 
£150,000—  £250,000 
£250,000—  £500,000 
£500,000— £1,000,000 
Over  £1,000,000 


Per  Ceat. 

...  H 

...  6 

:;;  ? 
;::  I* 


3.  The  Result  of  the  Change. 
The  following  shows  the  receipts  from  this  reform  of  the  Death 


Duties — 1895  being  the  first  year  of  the  change : — 

To  Imperial 

To  Local  Taxation 

Total. 

Exchequer. 

Account. 

Year. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1894 

7,616,632 

2,363,059 

9,979,691 

1895 

8,754,343 

2,140,042 

10,894,385 

1896 

11,639,900 

2,448,708 

14,088,608 

1897 

10,741,379 

3,136,895* 

13,878,274 

1898 

..  11,185,998 

4,263,192 

15,449,190 

1899 

..  11,486,818 

4,245,760 

15,732,578 

1900 

13,300,000 

4,171,000 

17,471,000 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  round  figures  the  Death  Duty  receipts  have 
^one  up  by  seven  and  a  half  millions.  Some  of  this  would  no  doubt 
have  taken  place  normally,  but  at  the  very  lowest  estimate  five  or  8ix 
millions  must  be  attributed  to  Sir  William  Harcourt's  Budget  of  1894. 
In  this  connection  the  following  table  is  of  interest : — 


1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


Increase  in  Death 
Duties  since  1894. 
£ 

4,108,917 
3,898,583 
5,469,499 
5,752,887 


Sir  Michael  Hicks- 
Beach's  Siupluses. 
£ 

4,210,000 
2,473,000 
3,678,000 
186,000 


Total         ...     19,229,886    10,547,000 

Average  per  year  4,807,471    2,636,750 

Even  allowing  for  a  normal  and  natural  increase  in  the  Death  Duties, 
this  shows  that  Sir  Michael's  surpluses  are  due,  and  much  more  than  due, 
to  his  predecessor's  finance. 

*  The  increase  in  this  and  8uccee<ling  yeai-s  is  due  to  the  Government's 
agricultural  *'  doles." 
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Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Old  Age 
The  Old  Age       Pensions  for  the  aged  poor  have  now  been 
Pensions  Fiasco,    made  the  subject  of  numerous  inquiries  and 
many  Bills  have  been  introduced  by  private 
members,  showing  how  effect  may  be  given  to  some  of  the  proposals 
made  on  the  subject,  no  Government  measure  has  been  introduced, 
nor  have  the  Government  given  facilities  for  the  passing  of  any  of 
the  private  members*  Bills.  As  some  amends  (?)  for  their  failure  to  deal 
with  the  subject  the  Local  Government  Board  has  issued  a  circular  to 
Boards  of  Guardians,  giving  instructions  as  to  the  treatment  of  aged 
deserving  poor.    The  circular,  which  is  dated  August  4th,  begins 
as  follows : — 

"  Sir, — I  am  directed  by  the  Local  Grovemment  Board  to  advert  to  the 
reply  which  was  given  by  the  President  to  a  question  put  to  him  in  the 
House  of  Commons  with  regard  to  legislation  on  the  subject  of  the  recom- 
mendations made  by  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Cottage  Homes  Bill  last 
year.    The  question  was  as  follows  : — 

** '  To  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  why  the 
Government  have  not  brought  in  a  Bill  to  carry  out  the  recommendations 
in  regard  to  the  Poor  Law  unanimously  made  by  the  Select  Committee 
appointed  last  year  to  consider  the  Cottage  Homes  Bill,  and  whether  the 
Grovemment  would  now  introduce  such  a  Bill  if  an  assurance  were  given 
that  the  Bill  would  be  considered  in  an  imcontroversial  spirit.' 

"The  President  said  :— 

"  '  I  have  been  most  anxious  to  deal  with  this  question  this  Session,  but 
I  have  been  unable  to  do  so.  I  have  prepared  a  series  of  new  regulations 
affecting  the  classification  of  inmates  in  workhouses  with  a  view  of  securing 
separate  accommodation  for  the  aged  and  deserving  poor.  I  have  also  care- 
fully considered  the  Bill  which  would  be  required  m  connection  with  these 
regulations,  and  for  the  purpose  of  giving  effect  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Select  Committee ;  but  my  difficulty  has  been  this,  that  the  necessary 
legislation  would  require  the  aid  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
having  regard  to  the  enormous  expenses  which  he  has  to  meet  at  the  present 
time,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  although  very  reluctantly,  that  this  is 
not  a  fitting  moment  to  make  further  demands  upon  him.  It  is  for  this 
reason  that  the  Government  have  not  brought  in  a  Bill  on  the  subject.'  " 

This  means  that  the  Government  have  spent  so  much  on  war  they 
can  find  no  money  for  the  aged  poor  at  home.  All  the  money  they  can 
scrape  together  by  taxation  or  borrowing  is  swallowed  up  by  the  war 
services.  Legislation  on  Old  Age  Pensions  is  therefore  impossible; 
but  they  can  do  one  thing— they  can  issue  a  circular  pointing  out  to 
Guardians  their  duties  under  the  existing  law  : — 

''Although,"  says  the  circular,  "as  was  pointed  out,  the  moment  is  not 
propitious  for  legislation  of  the  kind  referred  to,  the  Board  think  that  it 
would  be  useful  that  guardians  should  be  informed  of  their  views,  so  that 
the  hands  of  the  guardians  may  be  strengthened  in  dealing  with  these 
matters  so  far  as  existing  circumstances  will  permit." 

The  circular  proceeds  to  urge  the  removal  of  children  from  workhouses, 
and  observes  that  by  the  provision  of  cottage  homes,  by  the  hire  of 
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scattered  homes,  by  boarding-out  and  emigration,  ample  means  aiv 
afforded  by  which  children  may  be  entirely  removed  from  associatioo 
with  the  workhouse  and  workhouse  surroundings.  Outdoor  reHef  i« 
then  recommended  for  the  aged  deserving  poor,  and  the  following  aw 
stated  to  be  the  "  heads  of  the  regulations  which  they  had  in  contean- 
plation  ": — 

''(I)  That  the  guardians  should  form  a  special  class  of  inmates  of  sixty- 
five  years  of  age  and  upwards  with  regard  to  whom  the  guardians  after  due 
inquiries  have  satisfied  themselves  that  by  reason  of  their  moral  character  of 
behaviour  or  previous  habits  they  are  sufficiently  deserving  to  be  members 
of  the  class. 

'^(2)  That  for  such  inmates  extra  dayrooms  should  be  provided,  whidi 
might,  if  thought  desirable,  be  available  for  members  of  both  sexes,  in 
which  they  would  have  the  opportunity  of  separation  from  disreputable 
inmates,  and  in  which  their  meals,  other  than  dinner,  might  be  served  at 
hours  fixed  by  the  guardians. 

''(3)  That  sleeping  accommodation  in  separate  cubicles  should  be  prv>- 
vided  for  them. 

(4)  That  privileges  should  be  given  them  as  regards  the  hours  of  going 
to  bed  and  rising. 

*'  (5)  That  considerably  increased  liberty  should  be  granted  to  them,  and 
greater  facilities  for  being  visited  by  their  friends. 

**  (6)  That  for  each  inmate  of  this  class  a  locker  should  be  provided  ;  th* 
key  would  be  retained  by  the  inmate,  but  it  would  be  required  that  the  con- 
tents of  the  locker  should  be  open  to  proper  inspection  ;  and 

^*(7)  That  as  regards  the  inmates  of  this  class  the  provisions  in  tbd 
orders  relating  to  the  supply  of  tobacco,  dry  tea,  and  sugar  should  be  made 
compulsory." 

With  most  of  these  matters,  the  circular  says  the  Guardians  are  em- 
powered to  deal,  and  "  in  some  cases  have  done  so."  It  may  be  asked 
then,  Why  this  circular  ]  Is  it  intended  to  ease  the  uneasy  conscience 
of  the  Government  for  the  non  fulfilment  of  its  promises  on  pensions! 
In  any  case,  are  the  aged  poor  and  their  friends  likely  to  be  satisfied 
with  this?  Eminent  members  of  the  Government  have  promised  OM 
Age  Pensions,  and  the  Government  offer  them  easier  treatment  in  the 
workhouse.  They  have  been  asked  for  bread,  and  they  give  a  stone. 
Is  it  likely  that  the  working  classes  who  are  interested  in  pensions  will 
thankfully  accept  the  excuse  for  doing  nothing,  or  consider  this  circular 
the  redemption  of  the  promise  to  legislate]  It. is  also  to  be  noted  that 
the  increased  cost  of  the  proposed  changes  would  come  out  of  the 
rates— not  out  of  Imperial  funds.  The  Government  dare  not  ask  the 
taxpayer  for  money  for  this  purpose,  but  suggest  that  the  Guardians 
should  get  it  from  the  ratepayers  ! 


This  Act  has   been   passed  after  coming 
The  Companies      before  Parliament  five  times,  the  original  Bill 
Act.  having  been  drawn  up  by  a  Departmental 

Committee  in  1895.  In  order  to  secure  the 
passing  of  the  Act  in  the  late  Session,  several  of  the  more  drastic 
provisions  of  the  Bill  were  toned  down  and  others  cut  out.    In  Corn- 
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mittee  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  Lord  Chancellor  himself  moved  the 
omission  from  Clause  10  of  the  provision  that  the  prospectus  of  a 
company  shall  give  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  holders  or  intended 
holders  of  founders'  or  management  shares  and  particulars  of  the 
control  given  by  such  shares  in  relation  to  the  companies'  business. 
This  has  been  considered  an  important  point  on  which  it  was  essential 
intending  investors  should  be  informed.  The  reason  assigned  for  the 
removal  of  this  requirement  was  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  overload 
prospectuses  with  unnecessary  details,  and  that  the  information  could 
be  got  by  application  at  the  office  of  the  company  and  inspection  of  the 
Articles  of  Association.  But  so  can  other  information  which  the  Act 
requires  the  prospectus  to  state.  The  main  object  of  the  measure, 
however,  is  to  ensure  that  all  essential  particulars,  of  which  an  intend- 
ing investor  ought  to  be  put  in  possession  to  enable  him  to  judge  of  the 
soundness  of  a  company  asking  for  capital,  should  be  inserted  in  the 
prospectus.  When  a  prospectus  is  advertised  one  day  and  the  share 
list  closed  the  next,  how  is  an  intending  investor,  who  lives,  say,  in 
Aberdeen,  or  Belfast,  or  Pljrmouth,  to  visit  the  office  of  the  company 
situated  in  London  in  order  to  inspect  Articles  of  Association  1  The 
prospectus  should  be  full  enough  to  save  the  intending  applicant 
any  such  trouble.  The  measure,  as  Lord  Davey  said,  was  "by  no 
means  an  ideal  one,"  despite  the  length  of  time  it  has  taken  the 
Government  to  pass  it  through  Parliament  and  the  frequency  with 
which  its  provisions  have  been  threshed  out  in  Committee. 


There  are  a  good  many  different  opinions 
"  The  Church  and  held  about  almost  every  aspect  of  the  war,  but 
War."  the  literary  merit  of  the  enclosed  (from  the 

Mancheat^  Guardian)  is  so  remarkable  that 
we  feel  sure  our  readers  will  like  to  have  it  put  on  record  in  these 
pages:— 

"Sib, — I  see  that  *the  Church's  duty  in  regard  to  war,*  is  to  be  di8CU8se<^ 
at  the  Church  Congress.  That  is  right.  For  a  year  the  heads  of  our  Church 
have  been  telling  us  what  war  is  and  does— that  it  is  a  school  of  character, 
that  it  sobers  men,  cleans  them,  strengthens  them,  knits  their  hearts,  makes 
them  brave,  patient,  humble,  tender,  prone  to  self-sacrifice.  Watered  by 
*  war's  red  rain,'  one  bishop  tells  us,  nrtue  grows  ;  a  cannonade,  he  points 
out,  is  an  *  oratorio  * — almost  a  form  of  worship.  True  ;  and  to  the  Church 
men  look  for  help  to  save  their  souls  from  starving  for  lack  of  this  good 
school,  this  kindly  rain,  this  sacred  music.  Congresses  are  apt  to  lose 
themselves  in  wastes  of  words.  This  one  must  not — surely  cannot,  so 
straight  is  the  way  to  the  goal.  It  has  simply  to  draft  and  submit  a  new 
Collect,  for  war  in  our  time,  and  to  call  for  the  reverent  but  firm  emendation, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  best  modem  thought,  of  those  passages  in  Bible  and 
Prayer-lx)ok  by  which  even  the  truest  of  Christians  and  the  best  of  men  have 
at  times  been  blinded  to  the  duty  of  seeking  war  and  ensuing  it. 

"  Still,  man's  moral  nature  cannot,  I  admit,  live  by  war  alone.  Nor  do  I 
8ay,  with  some,  that  peace  is  wholly  bad.  Even  amid  the  horrors  of  peace 
you  will  find  little  shoots  of  character  fed  by  the  gentle  and  timely  rains  of 
plague  and  famine,  tempest  and  fire  ;  simple  lessons  of  patience  and  courage 
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conned  in  the  schools  of  typhus,  gout,  and  stone ;  not  oratorios,  periufB, 
but  homely  anthems  and  rude  hymns  played  on  knife  and  gun,  in  the  kmg 
winter  nights.  Far  from  me  to  *8in  oiur  mercies,'  or  to  call  mere  twilidit 
dark.  Yet  dark  it  may  become.  For  remember  that  even  these  poor  male- 
shift  schools  of  character,  these  second-bests,  these  halting  substitutes  for 
war — remember  that  the  efficiency  of  every  one  of  them,  be  it  hunger, 
accident,  ignorance,  sickness,  or  pain,  is  menaced  by  the  intolerable  stiain 
of  its  struggle  with  secular  doctors,  plumbers,  inventors,  schoolmasters,  and 
policemen.  Every  year  thousands  who  would  once  have  been  braced  and 
steeled  by  manly  tussles  with  small-pox  or  diphtheria  are  robbed  of  tJiat 
blessing  by  the  great  changes  made  in  our  drains.  Every  year  thousands  <d 
women  and  children  must  go  their  way  bereft  of  the  rich  spiritual  experi^oce 
of  the  widow  and  the  orphan.  I  try  not  to  despond,  but  when  I  think  of  all 
that  Latimer  owed  to  the  fire,  Regulus  to  a  spiked  barrel,  Socrates  to  pnisoo, 
Job  to  destitution  and  disease — when  I  think  of  these  things  and  then  think 
how  many  of  my  poor  fellow-creatures  in  our  modem  world  are  robbed  daily 
of  the  priceless  discipline  of  danger,  want,  and  torture,  then  I  ask  myself,  I 
cannot  help  asking  myself,  whether  we  are  not  walking  into  a  very  slou^  of 
moral  and  spiritual  squalor. 

**  Once  more,  I  am  no  alarmist.  As  long  as  we  have  wars  to  stay  om 
souls  upon,  the  moral  evil  will  not  be  grave ;  and,  to  do  the  Ministry  justice, 
I  see  no  risk  of  their  drifting  into  any  long  or  serious  peace.  But  weak  or 
vicious  men  may  come  after  them,  and  it  is  now,  in  the  time  of  our  strength, 
of  quickened  insight  and  deepened  devotion,  that  we  must  take  thoiight  for 
the  leaner  years  when  there  may  be  no  killing  of  multitudes  of  Englishmen, 
no  breaking  up  of  English  homes,  no  chastening  blows  to  Enslish  trade,  no 
making,  by  thousands,  of  English  widows,  orphans,  and  cripples — when  the 
school  may  be  shut,  and  the  rain  a  drought,  and  the  oratorio  dumb.— 
Yours,  etc., 

"  A  Patbiot. 

August  30th,  1900." 

Satire  is  a  dangerous  weapon,  but  it  hi,  at  all  events,  here  bandied 
with  wonderful  effect. 


What  the  Times  calls  an  "  unlucky  disphij 
Mr.  Balfour  and    of  petulance,  more  than  once  repeated,"  h*s 
THE  Army  Hospital  been  shown  by  Mr.  Balfour  during  the  past 
Scandals.  Session.    In  no  instance  was  this  irritability 

less  called  for  than  in  the  unseemly  dispute 
with  one  of  his  own  supporters,  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  over  the  question 
of  the  Hospitals  inquiry,  with  which  the  Session  closed.  That  we  may 
not  be  accused  of  exaggerating  these  exhibitions  of  growing  Ministerial 
ill-temper,  we  quote  the  account  given  by  the  Times  of  two  of  them. 
Incidentally,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  chief  Ministerial  journal  pays  a 
tribute  to  the  moderation  shown  by  the  Opposition  in  its  criticisms  of 
the  Government's  conduct  of  the  war.  In  reviewing  the  Session  of 
1900,  in  its  issue  of  August  8th,  the  Times  says : — 

Considering  the  intense  popular  interest  in  the  war,  it  cannot  be  said 
that  Parliament  meddled  unduly  in  the  actual  conduct  of  military  opera- 
tions. Questions  were  often  asked  which  it  would  have  been  improper  to 
answer,  but  in  several  cases  the  ignorance  of  the  War  Office  as  to  material 
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£act8,  such  as  the  identi^  of  persons  responsible  for  unfortunate  incidents, 
was  rather  surprising.  In  one  remarkable  instance,  however,  reticence  was 
not  the  matter  of  complaint.  The  publication  of  the  Spion  Kop  despatches, 
ooQtaining  the  censure  of  Lord  Rooerts  on  various  points  in  the  conduct  of 
Sip  Redvers  BuUer,  Sir  Charles  Warren,  and  Colonel  Thomeycroft,  was 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  not  so  much  with  reference  to  their 
substance,  as  with  the  view  of  obtaining  an  explanation  of  the  delay  of 
several  weeks  in  publishing  them.  The  official  answer  that  the  time  was 
spent  in  commumcating  with  Lord  Roberts  about  their  publication  was  not 
felt  to  be  sufficient.  It  seemed  plain  that  Ministers  were  anxious,  at  least, 
to  share  with  others  a  responsibility  that  belonged  exclusively  to  them, 
though  they  were,  acquitted  of  having  intended  to  deceive  the  public  when 
Sir  Redvers  Buller  was  asked  to  rewrite  his  report.  The  opinion  was 
generally  expressed — by  Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood,  for  instance,  as  well 
as  by  Mr.  Asquith — that  the  publication  of  such  censures  while  the  war 
was  going  on  was  inexpedient,  but  no  division  was  challenged  on  the 
subject.  Mr.  Balfour  showed  on  this  occasion  the  same  kind  of  irritability 
under  criticism  that  he  afterwards  displayed  in  dealing  with  the  sufferings  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  in  South  Africa.  The  account  ffiven  by  Mr.  Burdett- 
Coutts,  in  a  letter  published  in  our  columns,  of  the  hardships  he  had 
witnessed  may  f umisn  too  narrow  a  basis  for  generalising,  but  it  was  acknow- 
ledged by  Lord  Roberts  himself  that  an  investigation  was  desirable,  and  that, 
together  with  professional  experts,  men  of  business  capacity  and  common 
sense  should  be  employed.  It  was  generally  felt  that  the  Commission 
suggested  by  the  Grovemment,  with  Lord  Justice  Romer  as  chairman,  and 
Dr.  Church,  the  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  and  Dr.  Cunningham, 
Professor  of  Anatomy  in  Dublin,  as  his  colleagues,  was  not  satisfactory. 
When  the  question  came  before  the  House  Mr.  Balfour  was  pressed  on  all 
sides  to  enlarge  the  Commission.  After  an  unlucky  display  of  petulance — 
which  was  more  than  once  repeated,  especially  on  the  second  reading  of  the 
Appropriation  Bill,  at  the  very  end  of  the  Session — he  yielded  ungraciously. 
In  yielding  he  put  forward  the  unjustifiable  suggestion  that  the  demand  for 
an  enlarged  body  cast  a  slur,  not  only  on  the  two  medical  members,  but  on 
the  judicial  chairman." 

There  was  really  no  good  ground  for  these  unlucky  displays  of 
petulance  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Balfour.  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  merely 
suggested  that,  as  in  cases  of  some  other  Commissions,  that  which  has 
gone  to  South  Africa  might  have  power  to  summon  witnesses,  or  other- 
wise those  who  could  would  probably  not  give  evidence  for  fear  of  the 
consequences.    He  concluded  by  saying  that : — 

"  He  did  not  believe  that  the  party  with  which  he  had  acted  would  so  far 
fall  from  their  legitimate  position  of  representatives  of  the  people  of  this 
country  as  to  treat  perfunctorily  or  petulantly  a  subject  which  involved  great 
national  interests." 

As  Sir  Walter  Foster  rightly  observed  : — 

'*  Every  member  of  the  House  looked  upon  the  inquiry  from  a  broad 
point  of  view,  as  an  inquiry  which  ought  to  be  gone  into,  as  the  public 
wished  it  to  be  gone  into,  in  order  to  get  at  the  whole  truth  as  to  the  treat- 
ment of  our  soldiers.  No  charge  or  attack  was  made  on  the  Army  Medical 
Board  or  on  any  surgeons  employed  in  South  Africa.  All  it  was  wanted  to 
ascertain  was  why  these  unfortunate  soldiers  in  South  Africa  did  not  have 
adequate  treatment.  When  the  right  hon.  gentleman  said  that  the  hon. 
member  for  Westminster  brought  a  charge  of  meanness  against  persons 
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willing  to  come  forward  as  witnesses,  anyone  who  had  had  the  conduct  of  & 
public  institution  knew  that  one  of  the  most  difficult  things  was  to  gtet 
witnesses  to  come  forward.  That  difficulty  was  in  the  way  of  every  inqimy 
that  is  held.  Still  more  did  it  dog  the  steps  of  a  great  organisation  like  thai 
with  which  they  were  dealing.  There  was  titprit  de  corps  in  the  British 
Army,  and  men  did  not  like  to  come  forward  with  complaints  against  their 
associates,  but  gentlemen  who  had  been  to  South  Africa  had  written  to  him 
in  the  same  spirit  that  they  had  written  to  the  hon.  member,  and  no  doabt 
hundreds  of  people  had  received  similar  letters.  Therefore  the  attack  hj 
the  right,  hon.  gentleman  on  the  hon.  member  for  Westminster  on  this 
point  ought  not  to  be  permitted  by  the  House." 

It  is  worth  noticing  that  in  the  Nineteenth  Century  for  September, 
Mr.  Murray  Guthrie,  M.P.,  who  is,  like  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts,  t 
Conservative  and  supporter  of  the  present  Government,  confirms  Mr. 
Burdett-Coutts's  statements,  especially  that  which  Mr.  Balfour  spoke  of 
&a : — "  A  harrowing  story  of  eight  wounded  men  left  on  the  platfOTm 
nine  hours  at  Bloemfontein.  It  is  a  horrible  thing  to  contemplate.  It 
makes  one's  blood  run  cold."  For  the  truth  of  this  Mr.  Murray 
Guthrie  now  vouches,  and  he  relates  other  cases  of  neglect.  Mr. 
Guthrie's  conclusion  is  :  "  Had  the  R.  A.M.C.  had  at  headquarters  some 
men  of  capacity  and  determination  who  would  have  grasped  the  whole 
problem  and  worked  it  out  in  time,  I  believe  there  would  have  been  no 
•  occasion  for  a  Royal  Commission."  Men  of  capacity  and  determination 
seem  from  first  to  last  to  have  been  lacking  at  home  as  well  as  in 
South  Africa  in  connection  with  this  unhappy  war.  There  have  been 
men  of  capacity  who  lacked  determination  and  men  of  determination 
who  lacked  capacity,  and  some  who  lacked  both,  at  the  head  of  affiurs 
as  well  as  in  subordinate  positions. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade,    imports  and  exports  for  June,   along  with 
a  table  showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  during  1899  : — 


July,  1900. 


Month  ending  July  31  st. 


Increase. 


Decrewe. 


1900. 


1899. 


Imports   , 

Exports   , 

Re-exports  of 


£  £ 
40,264,167     39,936,372  , 
29,332,871     28,637,446  i 


328,795 
695,426 


Colonial  Merchandise 


4,782,314  I  6,441,488 


669,174 


Total. 


74,379,352     74,014,306  li^ei  366,046 
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Ybak's  Trade  to  Dat^. 




For  the  seven  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

July  31«t,  1900. 

July  3l8t,  1899. 

£ 

295,866,568 
173,788,713 

38,203,335 

£ 

276,639,107 
149,717,852 

39,948,805 

£ 

19,227,461 
24,070,861 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  J- 
Colonial  Merchandise  J 

1,745,470 

507,858,616 

466,305,764 

iSr«i41,552,852 

The  Tories  are  really  very  much  annoyed 
Captain  Lambtok    that  Captain  Lambton  should  be  standing  as  a 
and  the  Liberal   candidate.      The  reason  for  their 

"  Ridiculous  Guns."  annoyance  is  perfectly  intelligible — his  candida- 
ture destroys  once  and  for  all  the  senseless 
legend  that  to  be  a  Liberal  is  an  act  of  disloyalty  to  our  soldiers  and 
ss^ors.  Mr.  Winston  Churchill  put  the  whole  thing  in  a  nutshell 
when  he  said  at  Newcastle  recently  : — 

**Let  them  say  to  their  returning  soldiers,  you  have  beaten  the  Boers 
abroad,  and  we  have  beaten  the  Liberals  at  home." 

Boers  and  Liberals  are  to  be  lumped  together  as  a  common  mark  for 
patriotic  people,  and  after  the  soldiers  have  done  their  duty  against  the 
Boers,  electors  are  to  do  their  duty  against  Liberals.  They  are  to  do 
it  by  rejecting  everyone  who  opposes  a  Government  which  is  in  such  a 
peculiar  degree  the  soldier's  fnend.  The  Army,  in  other  words,  is  to 
be  treated  as  a  wing  of  the  Tory  party,  and  the  election  is  to  be 
conducted  for  their  presumed  gratification,  so  that  on  landing  from 
South  Africa  Tommy  Atkins  may  receive  the  cheering  news  that  the 
Liberals,  including  Captain  Lambton  (the  Liberal  candidate  for  New- 
castle) have  been  beaten  hip  and  thigh  ! 

Nor  is  the  purport  of  Captain  Lambton's  speeches  any  more 
comforting  to  the  Tory  party.  Here  is  what  he  said  at  Weymouth  on 
August  18th: — 

**To  show  how  utterly  unprepared  the  Government  were,  I  think  it  is 
only  fair  to  remark  that  on  my  arrival  in  Simon's  Town  in  the  Fou:erJ\dj  last 
October,  there  was  still  apparently  no  provisions  made  by  the  Grovemment 
or  the  Admiralty  for  guns  to  support  the  military  ;  they  had  not  foreseen  that 
obvious  necessity,  and  how  are  we  to  account  for  the  extraordinary  optimism 
of  the  Grovemment  ?  .  .  .  In  leaving  the  diplomacy  of  South  African 
affiiirs  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  there  was  no  chance  of  a 
possible  settlement,  even  if  Mr.  Kruger  had  wished  it,  which  I  very  much 
doubt.  But  when  Mr.  Kruger  and  Sir.  Chamberlain  began  writing  and 
corresponding  and  discussing  with  each  other  there  was  no  more  chance  of  a 

Kible  settlement  than  when  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  and  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour 
n  discussing  the  Hospital  grievances  out  there.    What  was  the  provision 
made  to  conquer  these  two  Republics  in  South  Africa  ?   The  Government 
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thought  70,000  men  suflident.  Now  we  have  over  200,000  out^  there. 
Did  that  show  any  foresight  as  to  what  was  required?  No,  the 
Grovemment  knew  nothing,  they  thought  nothing,  but  aU  they  hoped  for  wai 
the  best,  and  they  neglected  to  prepare  for  the  worst.  That  describes 
the  attitude  of  the  present  Grovemment  in  all  their  undertakings- 
Then  what  shall  we  say  as  to  the  weapons  with  which  our  War  Office  supplied 
our  most  magnificent  artillery  ?  Those  weapons  were  ridiculous  toys,  with 
hardly  any  range.  Has  our  army  to  be  grateful  to  our  Grovemment  for 
sending  them  out  with  inferior  weapons  ?  Is  that  a  reason  why  they  should 
appeal  to  the  country  on  this  Khaki  basis  ?  Now  a  few  words  as  to  the 
results  and  mistakes  of  the  five  years'  rule  of  the  Tory  Government.  In  the 
first  place  we  all  know  that  the  national  expenditure  has  enormously  in- 
creased, as  also  has  the  taxation.  The  expenditure  is  really  alarming. 
England  is  a  very  rich  country,  but  there  is  a  limit  to  our  resources,  and  iht 
present  prosperous  cycle  of  trade  will  not  last  for  ever.  At  the  present  time 
all  the  nations  of  the  world — and  we  have  to  follow  suit — ^are  playing  the 
game  of  *  beggar  my  neighbour.'  I  consider  that  the  British  Government 
lost  a  great  opportunity  last  year  during  the  Peace  Conference  originated  by 
the  Emperor  of  Russia.  At  the  end  of  that  conference,  the  opinion  amongst 
most  of  the  other  civilised  nations  was  that  England  cared  less  for  peace  than 
the  rest  of  the  Powers.  That,  we  all  know,  is  not  the  true  temper  of  the  people. 
We  want  to  be  safe  from  aggression,  and  we  intend  to  defend  our  foreign 
possessions — but  where  the  difficulty  arose  was  here  :  There  was  no  nation 
with  the  courage  to  say,  '  Well,  to  prove  that  we  are  sincere  in  our  professed 
desire  for  peace,  we  will  be  fearless  enough  to  make  a  beginning  in  reduction.' 
I  believe  that  England  should  have  done  that.  I  consider  a  great  opportunity 
was  lost.  I  believe  that  our  Grovemment  could  have  safely  said,  *  Well,  you 
all  say  you  are  desirous  that  this  ruinous  armament  should  be  diminished- 
England  fears  no  one ;  and  we  wiU  reduce  our  shipbuilding  for  one  year.* 
Other  nations,  for  very  shame,  would  have  had  to  follow  suit,  and  in  the 
meantime  we  might  really  have  been  stronger.  The  money  we  could  have 
saved  in  laying  down  new  ships  could  have  been  utilised  in  making  perfect 
those  ships  which  are  not,  and  I  am  afraid  we  have  very  many  imperfect  ones, 
in  strengthening  the  coaling  stations,  and  in  increasing  our  reserve  of  ammu- 
nition. By  these  means  we  should  in  the  end  have  become  stronger.  Thit 
would  have  been  a  satisfactory  state  of  afiairs.  At  the  present  moment  the 
Tories  are  going  about  the  country  beating  the  war  drum,  and  saying  that  aU 
those  who  are  in  favour  of  what  is  absolutely  inevitable — that  is  to  say, 
annexation  of  the  two  republics — they  are  saying  that  all  such  must  support 
the  Grovemment.    I  totally  deny  that." 

There  are  plenty  of  Tories,  too,  who  have  pointed  out  the  failings  of 
the  Government.  Mr.  Winston  Churchill  (who  has  been  out  at  the 
war,  and  is  now  the  Tory  candidate  for  Oldham)  said  at  Plymouth  on 
August  17th : — 

*' After  what  had  happened  during  the  war  the  War  Office  should  have 
to  face  i)ublic  opinion  and  inquiry,  and  the  more  public  attention  was  turned 
towards  military  matters  the  more  efficient  our  military  science  would  be- 
come. Our  troops  in  South  Africa  had  found  that  our  Lee-Metford  was  not 
such  a  good  weapon  as  the  Mauser,  with  which  the  Boer  was  armed.  The 
courage  of  the  British  soldier  was  the  same  as  of  old,  but  that  was  no 
reason  why  his  weapon  should  be  the  same  as  of  old.  Our  troojjs  should  be 
provided  with  the  very  best  weapons  that  money  could  buy,  but  neither  the 
infantry  nor  the  artillery  had  been  armed  with  the  best  weapons  that  money 
could  buy  or  science  invent." 
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No  wonder  that  Mr.  Churchill  was  taken  aback  when  someone  in 
the  audience  shouted  out  "And  all  this  after  five  years  of  Tory 
Government ! " 


Mr.  Brodrick,  when  he  spoke  at  Bromley, 
Brodrick  V,  Lambton.  on  August  29th,  took  notice  of  this  speech 
of  Captain  Lambton^s  in  the  following  very 
curious  and  remarkable  passage  : — 

Captain  Lambton  knew  that  the  responsibility  of  a  Ministry  for 
orderinff  and  sending  out  certain  types  of  guns  must  be  weighed  by  the  advice 
which  they  receive  from  their  military  advisers,  and,  pending  the  inqtUry 
fchich  had  been  promised  into  the  conduct  of  the  ^oar^  his  hands  toere  tied  in 
ftrguing  the  question  with  Captain  Lambton,*' 

In  other  words,  the  conduct  of  the  war  cannot  be  discussed  until  the 
promised  inquiry  into  it  takes  place.  But  before  that  can  take  place 
Mr.  Brodrick  wants  an  election  to  be  held.  We  are,  in  fact,  to  have 
a  Khaki  election  in  which  it  is  to  be  deemed  to  be  hitting  below 
the  belt  to  criticise  anything  the  Government  may  have  done  or 
omitted  to  do,  so  far  as  the  conduct  of  the  war  is  concerned.  Ministers 
are  to  reap  the  benefit  of  Lord  Robeit^s^s  strategy  and  Tommy  Atkinses 
valour,  but  when  Captain  Lambton  (with  the  best  reason  for  knowing) 
complains  of  the  "ridiculous  toys"  of  guns,  Mr.  Brodrick  says;  "Hush  ! 
you  mustn't  mention  that — it's  going  to  be  inquired  into."  Captain 
Liambton's  admirable  reply  to  Mr.  Brodrick  appeared  in  the  Times  on 
September  4th,  and  speaks  for  itself : — 

'*  I  crave  your  space  for  a  brief  reply  to  Mr.  Brodrick's  remarks  concern- 
ing me  as  they  appeared  in  your  yesterday's  issue,  reporting  his  speech  at  a 
Primrose  Leacrue/i^^  held  the  previous  day. 

**  My  gentle  and  cursory  criticism  of  the  Grovemment  of  which,  though  not 
in  the  Cabinet,  Mr.  Brodrick  is  an  influential  member,  called  forth  from  him 
a  good-humoured  taunt  that  I  am  but  a  *  Jack  ashore.' 

*'  I  trust  I  am  not  lacking  in  the  coiui^y  due  to  an  old  friend  when  I 
retort  that  his  flowery  eloquence  discloses  the  easy  optimism  of  a  self- 
satisfied  Jack-in-office.  Witn  your  permission  I  will  amplify  my  charge 
against  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  antiquated  artillery  with  which 
they  thought  fit  to  enter  into  this  war.  Mr.  Brodrick's  indictment  of  what 
Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  did  or  did  not  do  previous  to  1895  is  hardly 
worth  noticing.  Li  the  Navy  we  should  hold  it  but  a  pK>or  excuse  for  a 
captain  to  justify  the  slovenhness  of  his  ship  by  explaining  that  his  pre- 
decessor in  the  command  had  been  rather  worse  than  nimself . 

*'  Any  way  that  is  no  business  of  mine. 

"Neither  am  I  concerned  to  discuss  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Once 
hostihties  commence  party  criticism  should  cease  ;  and  I  agree  with  Mr. 
Brodrick  that  the  surprising  manner  in  which  the  War  Oflice  has  i)oured 
troops  into  South  Africa  is  equally  satisfactory  to  England  as  it  has  been 
disconcerting  to  our  enemies.  But  how  about  the  period  anterior  to  the 
war?  Before  pressing  for  reforms  which,  if  refused  (and  likely  to  be 
refused),  were  bound  to  lead  to  hostilities  did  the  Grovemment  consider  the 
forces  and  equipment  the  Boers  could  place  in  the  line  of  battle  ? 

**  Even  a  righteous  war  should  not  oe  undertaken  without  first  counting 
the  cost  or  without  adequate  preparation. 

**  Ever  since  the  Jameson  raid  the  Transvaal  Grovemment  has  doubled 
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its  activity  in  purchasing  the  most  modern  guns  of  various  calibree  which  | 
have  an  effective  range  at  least  double  that  of  oiu*  own  field  artillery. 

This  should  and  must  have  been  known  to  oiu*  authorities.    What  the 
Boer  agents  could  buy  in  the  gun  factories  of  France  and  Germany  oar  I 
English  makers  could  equally  well  have  supplied  our  Government  with  if  the  | 
opportunity  had  been  afforded  them.  Our  cui^illery  should  have  been  rearmad.  i 

But  nothing  was  done. 
*'  Can  Mr.  Brodrick,  who  was  then  Under-Secretary  for  War,  explain 
this  supineness  ? 

**  Tne  one  chance  of  a  peaceful  settlement  was  to  convince  the  Boers  that 
resistance  was  hopeless,  and  I  think  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  our  lack  of 
preparation  at  home  tempted  President  Kruger  to  harden  his  heart  and 
refuse  our  just  demands.  To  England  this  war,  engrossing  as  it  has  been, 
is  but  an  episode  in  the  consolidation  of  our  Empire.  But  to  the  Boer«  it  is 
all  in  all,  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  they  entered  into  it  in  the  same 
feckless  manner  as  we  did. 

Doubtless  President  Kruger  and  his  military  advisers  had  the  most 
anxious  deliberations  as  to  their  chances  of  victoiy,  and  we  shall  probably 
some  day  hear  that  it  was  their  knowledge  of  the  hopeless  inferiority  of  our 
field  guns  which  emboldened  them  to  decide  for  war,  in  the  firm  belief  that 
they  could  drive  us  into  the  sea. 

**  They  were  ready  and  England  was  not.  When  hostilities  commenoed 
General  Joubert  took  the  field  with  96-pounders  (Long  Toms)  and  15-pounder 
field  guns,  the  former  with  an  effective  range  of  at  least  10,000  yards  and  the 
field  guns  of  at  least  8,000,  the  latter  being  an  especially  beautiful  weapon, 
firing  not  only  shrapnel  but  common  shell  with  remarkable  accuracy. 

Besides  these  he  had  45  howitzers  with  about  6,000  yards  range,  and 
Pom  Poms,  a  tiresome  and  demoralising  weapon,  which,  by  the  way,  I  am 
informed,  was  offered  to  and  refused  by  our  authorities  some  four  years  or  so 
ago  whilst  Mr.  Brodrick  was  at  the  War  Office. 

'  *  To  oppose  these  long-range  weapons  our  hard-pressed  generals  and  gallant 
army  had  but  the  15-pounder  field  gun  throwing  shrapnel  shell  (no  oonunon) 
with  an  extreme  effective  range  of  4,000  yards.  They  can  hardly  be  kept 
clear  of  Mauser  fire  ! 

Am  I  not  justified  in  describing  them  as  '  ridiculous  toys '  ?  i 

**No  wonder  disaster  followed  disaster.    Our  forces  were  shelled  out  of  I 
Dundee  without  a  possibility  of  returning  the  fire,  and  had  to  abandon  th&r 
sick,  wounded,  and  stores.    The  same  fate  might  have  befallen  Ladysmith  if  ! 
Sir  George  White  had  not  wired  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  Cape  for  naval  | 
assistance.    In  all  this  what  is  there  for  the  Government  to  glory  in  ?  Surely 
nothing  but  discredit  is  their  due.  I 

**If  our  guns  had  been  kept  up-to-date  I  venture  to  assert  that  the 
history  of  the  war  would  have  been  very  different. 

There  is  no  more  brilliant  corps  in  the  world  than  our  Royal  Artillery,  i 
and  if  the  matiriel  had  been  equal  to  the  personnd  the  early  disasters  in 
Natal  would  not  have  occurred.    Nicholson's  Nek  would  probably  have  been 
a  victory. 

Colenso  certainly  would  not  have  been  a  day  of  humiliation. 

*'Mr.  Brodrick  hopes  the  electors  will  'keep  their  minds  on  the  broad 
issues  between  the  two  parties  in  the  State.' 

*'So  do  I ;  and  that  issue  should  be  whether  the  present  (jovemment, 
who  drifted  so  unpreparedly  into  war,  are  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the 
management  of  the  aflfeirs  of  the  British  Empire." 

This  is  very  disconcerting  to  the  Khakiites,  for  even  they  lack  sufficient  as- 
surance to  dispute  Captain  Lambton's  claim  to  be  heard  on  the  subject 
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ACTS  OF  THE  SESSION. 


We  give  below  our  usual  summary  of  the  principal  Acts  of  the 
Session : — 

Agricultural  Holdings  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  50). — Some 
particulars  of  this  measure  have  been  given,  but  as  it  was  altered  by 
the  House  of  Lords  we  give  a  brief  summary  of  its  provisions. 

Clause  1  gives  a  tenant  right  to  compensation  on  quitting  his  hold- 
ing for  any  improvements  included  in  a  schedule  attached  to  the  Act, 
ajid  the  value  of  which  is  not  justly  due  to  the  inherent  capabilities  of 
the  soil.  The  value  of  the  manure  required  by  the  contract  of  tenancy 
to  be  returned  to  the  holding  in  respect  of  crops  sold  off  or  removed 
from  the  holding  within  the  last  two  years  of  the  tenancy  is  to  be 
taken  into  account.  The  right  of  a  tenant  is  not  to  be  prejudiced  to 
claim  compensation  under  any  custom,  agreement,  or  otherwise,  in 
lieu  of  compensation  under  this  Act.  Clause  2  prescribes  the  method 
of  arbitration  in  the  case  of  non-agreement  as  to  the  amount  of  a 
tenant's  claim  for  compensation. 

The  powers  of  the  County  Court  under  the  principal  Act  with 
respect  to  land  charges  are  to  oe  exercised  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Clause  4. — The  provisions  of  section  34  of  the  principal  Act  shall 
apply  to  a  fixture  or  building  acquired  bv  a  tenant  in  like  manner  as 
they  apply  to  a  fixture  or  building  aflSxed  or  erected  by  a  tenant. 

5.  The  landlord  of  a  holding  or  any  person  authorised  by  him  may 
at  all  reasonable  times  enter  on  the  holding,  or  any  part  of  it,  for  the 
purpose  of  viewing  the  state  of  the  holding. 

6.  Notwithstanding  any  provision  in  a  contract  of  tenancy  making 
the  tenant  liable  to  pay  a  higher  rent  or  other  liquidated  damages  in 
the  event  of  any  breach  or  non-fulfilment  of  a  covenant  or  condition, 
a  landlord  shall  not  be  entitled  to  recover,  by  distress  or  otherwise, 
any  sum  in  consequence  of  any  breach  or  non-fulfilment  of  any  such 
covenant  or  condition  in  excess  of  the  damage  actually  suffered  by  him 
in  consequence  of  the  breach  or  non-fulfilment.  Provided  that  this 
section  shall  not  apply  to  any  covenant  or  condition  against  breaking 
up  permanent  pasture,  grubbing  underwoods,  or  felling,  cutting,  lopping 
or  injuring  trees,  or  regulating  the  burning  of  heather. 

7.  The  compensation  in  respect  of  an  improvement  made  before 
this  Act  comes  into  operation  shall  be  such  (if  any)  as  could  have 
been  claimed  if  this  Act  had  not  been  passed,  but  shall  be  ascertained 
in  the  manner  provided  by  this  Act. 

The  Act  applies  to  Scotland,  but  not  to  Ireland. 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  34). — 
Amends  the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Act  of  1882  by  giving 
power  to  the  Commissioners  of  Works  to  become  the  guardians  of  any 
monument  whose  preservation  is  a  matter  of  public  interest  by  reason 
of  the  historic,  traditional  or  artistic  interest  attaching  thereto,  and  to 
apply  the  Ancient  Monuments  Protection  Act  thereto.     But  the 
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Commissioners  are  not  authorised  to  become  the  guardians  of  any 
structure  occupied  as  dwelling-place  other  than  by  a  caretaker  and  hi 
family. 

County  Councils  are  also  empowered  to  purchase  or  become  the 
guardians  of  and  preserve  any  such  monuments. 

The  Commissioners  of  Works  are  authorised  to  receive  voluntary 
contributions  towards  the  cost  of  maintenance  or  preservation  of  any 
monument  of  which  they  may  become  purchasers  or  guardians.  Power 
is  also  given  to  the  Commissioners  of  Works  and  County  Councils  to 
transfer  the  care  of  such  monuments  from  the  one  body  to  the  other. 
The  public  are,  subject  to  regulations  to  be  made,  to  have  access  to  any 
monument  of  which  the  Commissioners  of  Works  or  a  County  Council 
are  the  owners  or  guardians. 

Appropriation  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  57). — Appropriates 
in  accordance  with  the  votes  on  supply  the  sum  of  £154,858,066  for  the 
services  of  the  year,  and  grants  towards  this  a  further  sum  of 
JB95,234,796  from  the  Consolidated  Fund  in  addition  to  sums  previously 
granted. 

Army  {Annual)  Act,  1900  (63  Vict.,  c.  5).— This  is  an  Act  to 
provide  during  12  months  for  the  discipline  and  regulation  of  the 
Army.  It  fixes  the  number  of  the  forces  within  the  specified  time  at 
430,000,  exclusive  of  those  serving  in  India.  The  Act  is  to  remain  in 
force  within  the  United  Kingdom  from  April  30th,  1900,  to  April 
30th,  1901  ;  elsewhei-e  in  Europe,  inclusive  of  Malta,  in  the  West 
Indies  and  America,  from  July  Slst,  1900,  to  July  31st,  1901;  and 
elsewhere  from  December  31st,  1900,  to  December  31st,  1901.  The 
Act  subjects  the  troops  to  the  military  discipline  prescribed  in  the 
Army  Act,  and  prescribes  a  schedule  of  charges  payable  to  innkeepers 
for  billeting  troops. 

Beer  Retailer 8  and  Spirit  Grocers*  Retail  Licences  (Mand)  Act 
(63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  30). — Clause  1  gives  discretion  to  licensing  judges 
either  to  grant  or  refuse  a  certificate  for  any  new  excise  or  other 
licence  for  the  sale  of  beer  or  spirits  by  retail  to  be  consumed  off  the 
premises,  and  certificates  for  such  licences  are  to  be  granted  at  annual 
licensing  sessions,  and  not  any  other  time. 

Bwrial  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  15).— Clause  1  prescribes  that 
Burial  Authorities  for  burial  grounds  may  apply  to  the  Bishop  to 
consecrate  portions  of  the  burial  ground ;  but  if  they  fail  to  do  so,  the 
Secretary  of  State  may,  if  satisfied  that  a  reasonable  number  of 
persons  desire  a  portion  to  be  consecrated,  make  the  application,  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Burial  Authority  to  make  arrangements  for 
the  consecration. 

Clause  2  authorises  Burial  Authorities  to  erect  chapels  for  any 
particular  denomination  on  ground  which  is  not  consecrated,  but  any 
chapel  so  erected  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall  not  be  consecrated 
or  reserved  for  the  exclusive  use  of  any  denomination.  A  Burial 
Authority  may,  at  the  request  and  cost  of  any  particular  denomination, 
erect,  furnish  and  maintain  a  chapel  for  funeral  services  according  to 
the  rights  of  that  denomination  on  ground  appropriated  to  their  use. 
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Where  the  Burial  Authority  fails  to  erect  such  a  chapel  after  the  cost 
is  tendered,  the  Secretary  of  State  may  order  the  Burial  Authority  to 
erect,  furnish  and  maintain  such  a  building  or  give  facilities  for  its 
erection. 

Clause  3  requires  tables  of  fees  to  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Act  no  fee  is  to  be  payable 
to  an  inciunbent  of  a  parish  in  respect  of  any  right  of  exclusive  burial 
except  for  services  rendered.  But  such  fees  payable  at  the  passing  of 
this  Act  shall  continue  to  be  paid  to  the  incumbent  of  the  parish 
during  his  incumbency  or  for  fifteen  years  from  the  passing  of  the  Act. 
The  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  may  agree  with  a  Burial  Authority 
for  a  conunutation  of  fees  claimed  other  than  for  services  rendered. 
No  fees,  except  those  payable  to  a  sexton  for  services  rendered,  shall 
be  paid  to  any  clerk  or  other  ecclesiastical  officer  in  respect  of 
interments  in  a  ground  maintained  by  a  Burial  Authority.  But  a 
clerk  entitled  to  such  fees  at  the  passing  of  this  Act  shall  be 
compensated  by  the  Burial  Authority  for  his  pecuniary  loss. 

Clause  4  transfers  to  the  Local  Government  Board  the  powers  and 
duties  of  the  Secretary  of  State  under  various  Burial  Acts. 

Clause  5  empowers  the  Secretary  of  State  to  institute  inquiries 
respecting  consecration,  the  building  of  chapels,  or  questions  of  fees  or 
commutations ;  and  he  may  require  the  Burial  Authority  to  pay  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  cost  of  inquiry.  The  payment  to  any  person 
appointed  to  inake  an  inquiry  under  this  Act  is  not  to  exceed  £5  per  day, 
and  a  reasonable  allowance  for  expenses. 

By  Clause  5  unoonsecrated  ground  set  apart  by  a  Burial  Authority 
for  purposes  of  burial  is  not  to  be  applied  to  any  other  purpose  except 
by  leave  of  the  Local  Gk)vemment  Board. 

Clause  7  enacts  that  the  incumbent  of  a  parish  shall  be  under  the 
same  obligation  to  perform  funeral  services  for  his  parishioners  in  a  burial 
ground  provided  under  the  Public  Health  (Interments)  Act,  1879,  as  in 
a  burial  ground  provided  under  the  Burial  Acts  ;  and  the  power  of  the 
Burial  Authority  to  appoint  a  chaplain  for  a  burial  ground  under  the 
PubHc  Health  (Interments)  Acts  shall  cease,  and  where  there  is  no 
chaplain  so  provided  burials  in  the  consecrated  ground  shall  be  subject 
to  the  like  provisions  as  burials  in  the  unoonsecrated  part. 

CetMus  (Great  Britain)  Act,  1900  (63  Vict.,  c.  4).— This  Act  is 
to  make  regulations  for  a  Census  of  Great  Britain  to  be  taken  in  1901. 
The  Local  Government  Board  is  to  be  the  central  authority  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  Registrar  General  is  to  prepare  and  issue  the  neces- 
sary forms  and  instructions.  Registration  districts  are  to  be  divided 
into  enumeration  districts,  and  an  enumerator  appointed  for  each. 
Overseers  of  the  poor  and  relieving  officers  shall,  if  required,  act  as 
enumerators.  The  schedules  to  be  left  at  dwelling-houses  are  to  give 
the  following  particulars,  and  no  others,  viz.  : — (a)  name,  sex,  age, 
profession  or  occupation,  condition  as  to  marriage  relation  to  head  of 
family,  birthplace,  and  (where  the  person  was  bom  abroad)  nationality 
of  every  living  person  who  was  in  every  house  on  the  night  of  the  census 
day ;  (6)  whether  any  such  person  was  blind,  deaf  and  dumb,  imbecile 
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or  lunatic ;  (c)  where  the  occupier  is  in  occupation  of  leas  than  fiye 
rooms,  the  number  of  rooms  occupied  ;  and  (d)  in  Wales  and  Monmouth, 
whether  each  person  who  abode  in  the  house  (being  of  three  years  cAd 
or  upwards)  speaks  English  or  Welsh,  or  both.  Directions  are  given 
for  the  work  of  the  enumerator,  and  as  to  persons  travelling  who  are, 
if  returning  the  following  morning,  to  be  treated  as  abiding  in  the 
house  on  the  night  of  the  Census  Day.  Clauses  5,  6,  7,  and  8,  give 
directions  as  to  the  collection,  correction,  and  copying  of  schedules ;  the 
enumeration  in  public  and  charitable  institutions  by  the  governor, 
master,  or  chief  officer,  as  to  returns  of  persons  travelling  and  on  ship- 
board under  Clause  9.  The  Registrar-General  may,  at  the  cost  of  the 
Council  of  any  county,  borough,  or  urban  district,  supply  them  statis- 
tical information  which  may  be  derived  from  the  census  returns,  but  not 
given  in  the  census  report.  The  remaining  clauses  of  the  Act  relate  to 
instructions  as  to  duties  of  officials  taking  the  census,  and  penalty  (t 
fine  of  not  exceeding  £b)  for  offences,  such  as  refusal  to  fill  up  the 
schedule,  or  the  wilfully  making  of  a  false  return.  A  divulgence  by 
an  official  of  census  information,  without  lawful  authority,  is  to  be 
treated  as  an  offence  under  the  Official  Secrets  Act,  1889. 

Census  (Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  Vict,  c.  6).— This  Act  makes 
similar  regulations  for  taking  the  census  in  Ireland  as  the  previous  Act 
makes  for  Great  Britain.  In  Ireland  the  members  of  the  DuUin 
Police  Force  and  Royal  Irish  Constabulary  are  to  be  the  enumeraton, 
and  they  are  themselves  to  take  an  account  in  writing  of  the  persons 
in  every  house  within  their  district.  To  the  particulars  required  in  the 
English  census,  religious  profession  is  added  in  Ireland.  Grovemors  of 
prisons  or  chief  resident  officers  in  other  institutions  are  to  be  the 
enumerators  therein,  but  only  the  initial  letters  of  the  Christian  and 
surname  of  the  inmates  are  to  be  given.  Other  directions  are  given 
similar  to  those  in  the  English  Act.  The  Lord  Lieutenant  and  hii 
Chief  Secretary  are  the  census  authorities  in  Ireland. 

Charitable  Loan  Societies  (Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict,  c  25). 
— This  Act  exempts  from  stamp  duty,  and  from  invalidity  on  account 
of  being  unstamped,  promissory  not€«  current  or  unpaid  on  March  1st, 
1899,  in  respect  of  charitable  loans,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  Charitr 
able  Loans  Societies  (Ireland)  Act,  to  the  treasurer  or  secretary  of  anj 
loan  society ;  and  empowers  loan  societies  acting  under  the  principal 
.  Act  to  accept  compositions  or  otherwise  settle  debts  due  them  under 
that  Act. 

Colonial  Solicitors*  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict,  c.  14).— This  Act 
provides  for  the  admission  as  a  solicitor  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  anj 
solicitor  of  a  Superior  Court  in  a  British  possession  who  has  been  in 
practice  there  for  not  less  than  three  years,  either  with  or  withont 
examination  on  payment  of  stamp  duties  and  fees.  But  the  Act  is 
only  to  apply  to  those  British  possessions  where  the  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  solicitors  of  the  Superior  Court  are  such  as  to  secure 
proper  qualifications  and  competency,  and  when  the  solicitors  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  admitted  on  terms  as  favourable  as  those  prescribed 
in  this  Act. 
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Colonial  Stocks  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vicfc.,  c.  62).— Amends  the 
Colonial  Stocks  Acts,  1877  and  1892,  and  the  Trustee  Act,  1893, 
^Pplyi^^g  the  Colonial  Stocks  Act  of  1877  to  stock  issued  before  the 
passing  of  this  Act,  without  the  particulars  required  to  be  stated 
thereon  being  stated  on  any  document  issued  before  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  and  enables  trustees  to  invest  under  the  Trustee  Act  of  1893  in 
any  colonial  stock  registered  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  o^  the  Colonial  Stocks  Acts,  1877  and  1892,  as 
amended  by  this  Act. 

Commonwealth  of  Amtralia  Constitution  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  12). 
— A  summary  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act  has  already  been  given, 
while  the  Bill  was  passing  through  Parliament  (See  Liberal  Magazine 
far  July,  p.  295). 

Companies  Act,    1900  (63  and   64   Vict.  c.   48).— The  main 
provisions  of  this  Act  are  referred  to  elsewhere.    It  consists  of 
thirty-six  sections.    The  principal  enactments  are  the  following : 
Directors  must  have  signed  or  filed  their  consent  to  act,  and  either  the 
Memorandum  of  Association  for  the  number  of  their  shares,  or  a 
contract  to  complete  their  qualifications,  before  the  issue  of  a  prospectus. 
No  allotment  of  share  capital  is  to  be  made  unless  the  amount 
fixed  by  the  Articles  of  Association  and  named  in  the  prospectus  as 
the  minimum  subscription  has  been  subscribed.    A  director  of  a 
company  shall  be  liable  to  compensate  the  company  and  allottee  for 
loss  sustained  by  knowingly  contravening  the  foregoing  provision.  A 
company  is  not  to  commence  business  unless  certain  preliminaries 
prescribed  in  the  Act  are  complied  with.    A  return  must  be  made  as  to 
the  aUotment  within  one  month  thereof.    Commissions  and  discounts 
for  placing  shares  are  to  be  authorised  by  the  Articles  of  Association 
and  disclosed  in  the  prospectus.    A  copy  of  the  prospectus  must,  before 
it  is  issued,  be  dateti  and  signed  by  every  director  named  thereon,  and 
such  copy  is  to  be  filed  with  the  Registrar.    Every  prospectus  is  to 
state  the  contents  of  the  Memorandum  of  Association,  the  minimum 
subscription  necessary  to  allotment,  the  qualification  and  remuneration 
of  the  directors,  the  number  and  amount  of  any  shares  or  debentures 
issued  otherwise  than  for  cash,  and  the  consideration  for  which  they 
are  issued ;  the  names  of  the  vendors  and  amount  to  be  paid  them,  the 
commission  payable  for  obtaining  subscriptions,  the  amount  or  estimated 
amount  of  preliminary  expenses,  the  amount  paid  or  intended  to  be 
paid  to  promoters,  the  dates  of  and  parties  to  all  material  contracts, 
except  ordinary  binding  contracts ;  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
auditors,  and  full  particulars  of  the  interest  of  every  director  in  the 
promotion,  or  the  property  to  be  acquired,  and  amount  paid  him 
therefor.      Any  condition  requiring  or  binding  any  applicant  for 
shares  or  debentures  to  waive  compliance  with  any  requirement  of  this 
section  is  to  be  void.    There  are  provisions  relating  to  the  statutory 
meeting  and  the  information  to  be  given  thereat ;  to  the  calling  of  an 
extraordinary  meeting  by  requisition,  and  the  registration  of  mortgages 
and  charges.    Also  regulations  as  to  the  rights  and  duties  of  auditors. 
There  are  also  provisions  as  to  companies  limited  by  guarantee,  the 
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conversion  of  stock  into  shares,  and  penalties  for  making  false  state- 
ments. The  Act  applies  to  Scotland,  as  well  as  England,  and  comes 
into  operation  on  January  1st  next. 

Cotmty  Councils  (Elections)  Act  Amentiment  Act  (63  and  64  Vict^, 
c.  13). — Amends  the  County  Councils  (Elections)  Act  of  1891  by 
permitting  the  day  for  election  of  the  chairman  and  quarterly  meetings 
of  the  County  Council  to  be  held,  in  any  year  not  an  election  year,  in 
the  months  of  March,  April  or  May  on  such  days  as  the  County  Cooncil 
may  determine. 

Cotmty  Courts  (Investment)  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  47). — Amends 
the  law  with  regard  to  the  investment  of  money  paid  into  a  county- 
court,  by  providing  that  the  provisions  of  section  71  of  the  Coun^ 
Courts  Act,  1888,  shall  extend  to  all  money  paid  into  a  county-court 
(whether  before  or  after  the  passing  of  this  Act)  in  any  proceedings^ 
or  ordered  by  the  judge  to  he  invested  for  the  benefit  of  any  infant 
or  person  of  unsound  mind. 

This  Act  is  not  to  affect  the  provisions  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act  of  1897,  with  regard  to  moneys  agreed  or  ordered 
to  be  invested  under  that  Act. 

County  Surveyors  (Ireland)  Acty  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  18).— 
Amends  the  County  Surveyors  (Ireland)  Act,  1862,  by  providing  that 
a  person  may  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  County  Surveyor  whose 
qualifications  have  been  at  any  time  examined  into  and  certified  by  the 
Civil  Service  Conmiissioners. 

District  Councillors  and  Guardians  (Term  of  Office)  Act,  1900  (63 
and  64  Vict.,  c.  16). — This  Act  gives  powers  to  County  or  Borough 
Councils  to  rescind  any  order  made  under  the  Local  Grovemment  Act 
of  1894  with  respect  to  the  retirement  of  members  of  an  Urban  or 
Rural  District  Oouncil,  or  Board  of  Guardians,  and  in  case  of  any 
such  order  being  rescinded  all  the  councillors  or  guardians  shall  go  oat 
of  office  and  their  places  be  filled  by  newly-elected  councillors  or 
guardians  on  the  15th  of  the  following  April. 

Ecclesiastical  Assessments  (Scotland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict,, 
c.  20). — The  main  purpose  of  this  Act  is  to  provide  that  when  in  anj 
parish  according  to  use  and  wont  it  is  necessary  that  an  ecclesiastical 
assessment  should  be  imposed  upon  the  valued  rent,  any  valued  rent 
heritor  may  request  the  clerk  to  the  heritors  to  siunmon  a  meeting  of 
heritors,  and  if  it  is  resolved  by  a  majority  of  not  less  than  two-thirds 
in  value  of  valued  rent  heritors  that  the  amount  shall  be  imposed,  then 
such  assessment  shall  be  imposed  according  to  the  valued  rent.  Lands 
and  heritages  occupied  solely  as  the  church  or  accessory  buildings  of 
any  religious  body  in  Scotland,  or  as  the  dwelling-house  and  garden  or 
glebe  land  attached  of  the  minister  are  to  be  exempt  from  assessment. 

Electoral  Disabilities  ( Military  Service  J  Bemoval  Act,  1900  (63  Vict, 
c.  8). — This  Act  is  intended  to  remove  electoral  disabilities  which  m&j 
arise  in  the  case  of  members  of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  and  Yeomanry 
Forces,  and  in  the  case  of  Volunteers,  by  reason  of  absence  on  tile 
military  service  of  the  Crown,  but  it  applies  only  to  absence  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  war  in  South  Africa. 
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The  principal  clause  enacts  that — 

(1)  A  person  shall  not  be  disqualified  for  being  registered  or  voting, 
either  as  a  parliamentary  or  as  a  local  government  elector,  in  respect 
of  a  qualification  for  which  any  residence  or  inhabitancy  is  required, 
by  reason  only  that  during  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  qualifying 
period  he  has,  as  a  member  of  the  Reserve,  Militia,  Yeomanry,  or 
Volunteer  Forces,  or  otherwise  as  a  volunteer,  been  absent  on  actual 
military  service  on  behalf  of  the  Crown,  whether  beyond  the  seas 
or  not, 

(2)  A  person  so  absent  shall  not  be  disqualified  by  reason  of  his 
wife  or  children  having  received  poor  relief  during  such  absence. 

(3)  The  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  lodger  may  be  made  and  signed, 
in  the  case  of  a  person  so  absent,  by  any  other  person  on  his  behalf, 
and  the  form  of  the  claim  and  declaration  may  in  those  cases  be 
modified  accordingly. 

(4)  In  this  Act  the  expression  "a  volunteer"  shall  include  any 
person  who  is  enlisted  for  temporary  service  only  in  connection  with 
any  war  as  a  member  of  the  regular  forces. 

Elementary  Education  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  53). — Clause  1 
provides  that  for  the  purpose  of  the  Fee  Grant  under  the  Act  of  1891 
average  attendance  shall  be  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  Minutes 
of  the  Board  of  Education  in  force  in  public  elementary  schools. 

Clause  2  empowers  Boards  of  Guardians  to  contribute  to  the 
expenses  of  providing,  enlarging,  or  maintaining  any  elementary 
school  on  account  of  scholars  sent  thither  from  a  workhouse  or  institu- 
tion, or  boarded  out  by  the  Guardians. 

Clause  3  provides  that  a  parish  in  which  there  is  a  school  board 
shall  be  exempt  from  contributing  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  any 
district  council  acting  as  a  school  authority  under  the  Elementary 
Education  (Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  Act,  1893,  and  where  the  school 
authority  are  an  urban  district  council  their  expenses  as  such  authority 
shall  be  paid  out  of  a  fund  to  be  raised  in  the  area  for  which  they  are 
the  school  authority,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  fund  out  of  which 
their  general  expenses  are  payable  is  raised  in  the  urban  district. 

Clause  4  empowers  a  local  authority  who  sends  a  child  to  a 
certified  industrial  school  to  pay  the  expense  of  conveying  the  child  to 
and  from  the  school,  and  the  sending  of  the  child  out  on  licence  or 
bringing  back  the  child  on  the  expiration  or  revocation  of  a  licence. 
A  local  authority  which  has  contributed  to  the  support  of  a  child  in 
an  industrial  school  may  contribute  to  its  ultimate  disposal. 

By  Clause  5,  where  two  or  more  school  boards  combine  for  the 
establishment  of  a  joint  industrial  school  under  a  joint  body  of 
managers,  the  enactments  relating  to  the  audit  of  school  board 
accounts  shall  apply  as  if  the  joint  body  of  managers  were  a  school 
board. 

By  Clause  6 — (1)  In  section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act, 
li^70,  and  in  section  four  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1880 
(which  relate  to  by-laws  for  the  attendance  of  children  at  school), 
fourteen  years  shall  be  substituted  for  thirteen  years. 
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(2)  The  maximum  penalty  for  the  breach  of  a  by-law  requiring  tke 
attendance  of  a  child  at  an  elementary  school,  or  of  an  attendanoe 
order  made  under  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1876,  shall  be 
twenty  shillings,  and  accordingly  twenty  shillings  shall  be  substituted 
for  five  shillings  in  section  74  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1870, 
and  in  section  12  of  the  Elementary  Education  Act,  1876. 

Elementary  School  Teachers  {Isle  of  Man)  Superannuation  Act 
(63  and  64  Vict,  c.  38). — This  Act  extends  to  teachers  serving  in 
Isle  of  Man  and  to  service  as  a  teacher  in  that  island  the  provisions  of 
the  Elementary  School  Teachers  (Superannuation)  Act,  1898, 
certain  modifications;  the  Island  paying  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
superannuation  or  disablement  allowances. 

Elementary  School  Teachers^  Sriperannu^tion  {Jersey)  Act^  1900  (63 
and  64  Vict.,  c.  40). — Extends  the  Elementary  School  Teachers 
(Superannuation)  Act,  1 898,  to  teachers  serving  in  the  island  of  Jersey 
and  to  service  as  a  teacher  in  the  island,  the  Government  of  the  Island 
paying  part  or  whole  of  superannuation  or  disablement  allowances. 

Executors  {Scotland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  55).— This  Act 
provides  that  executors'  nominate  shall  have  the  powers  and  privileges 
of  trustees  under  the  Trusts  Act,  prescribes  who  may  be  appointed  as 
executors'  nominate,  gives  to  the  survivors  or  survivor  of  executors' 
dative  the  powers  granted  in  their  favour,  and  to  a  majority  where 
there  are  more  than  two,  and  makes  certain  provisions  as  to  the  trans- 
mission of  trust  funds  by  executors  of  sole  or  last  surviving  trustee, 
where  confirmation  ad  non  ennecuta  may  be  granted,  and  other 
amendments  of  the  Scotch  law  relating  to  executors. 

Expiring  Laws  Continuarice  Act^  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  37). — 
Continues  for  one  year  various  expiring  Acts  which  are  scheduled 
(33  in  all). 

Exportation  of  Arms  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  44). — Empowers 
her  Majesty  by  proclamation  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  arms, 
ammunition,  military  and  naval  stores,  or  articles  capable  of  being 
used  for  their  manufacture,  to  any  country  or  place  whenever  her 
Majesty  shall  judge  such  prohibition  to  be  expedient  in  order  to 
prevent  such  arms,  ammunition,  military  or  naval  stores,  being  used 
against  her  Majesty's  subjects  or  forces,  or  against  any  forces  engaged, 
or  which  may  be  engaged,  in  military  or  naval  operations  in  co-operation 
with  her  Majesty's  forces. 

Finance  Act,  1900  (63  Vict.,  c.  7).— This  is  the  Budget  Act  of  the 
year.  It  increases  the  duty  on  tea  to  6d.  per  lb.,  increases  the  dutv 
on  cigars  to  6d.  per  lb.,  and  on  cavendish  tobacco  to  6d.,  on  other 
tobacco  to  5d.,  on  snuff  to  5d.  and  6d.,  according  to  moisture,  and  <m 
unmanufactured  tobacco  to  4d.  per  lb.  ;  adds  Is.  per  barrel  and  upwards 
to  the  Customs  duty  on  beer,  6d.  per  gallon  on  proof  spirits,  and  makes 
various  alterations  in  the  duty  on  articles  containing  spirits;  adds 
Is.  2d.  per  barrel  of  36  gallons  to  the  excise  duty  on  beer,  and  6d.  per 
gallon  to  the  excise  duty  on  spirits.  Under  Part  2,  relating  to  stamps? 
the  Act  relieves  conveyances  on  sale  from  any  additional  duty  w 
respect  of  any  improvements  or  additions  made  to  the  property  con- 
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veyed  in  accordance  with  previous  covenants.  Under  Part  3  (Death 
Duties)  the  estates  in  which  the  deceased  had  a  life  interest,  but  which 
have  been  surrendered  or  disposed  of,  shall  be  deemed  to  pass  at  death 
and  subject  to  death  duties,  unless  the  surrender  or  disposition  was 
hand-fide  made,  or  effected  12  months  before  the  death  of  the  deceased, 
and  bondfide  possession  and  enjoyment  of  the  property  had  been 
assumed.  Certain  other  amendments  in  the  incidence  of  death  duties 
are  made.  Clause  14  remits  the  whole  or  part  of  the  death  duties  on 
persons  killed  in  war,  or  remit  if  paid,  to  the  extent  of  £150,  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  State  or  Admiralty.  Under 
Part  4  the  Income  Tax  is  raised  to  Is.  in  the  £.  Part  5  suspends  the 
New  Sinking  Fund  and  payments  on  account  of  the  capital,  of  ter- 
minable annuities. 

Hou^ng  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  59).— 
The  provisions  of  this  measure  and  the  principal  amendments  made  in 
it  when  passing  through  Parliament  have  been  noticed.  The  Act 
briefly  (1)  enables  councils,  other  than  a  rural  district  council,  to  erect 
houses  for  the  working  classes,  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  outside  their  district  ;  (2)  enables  the  council  of 
a  rural  district  to  adopt  Part  III.  of  the  principal  Act,  with  the 
consent  of  the  county  council ;  (3)  provides  that  a  metropolitan 
borough  council  which  incurs  expenses  under  Part  III.  of  the  Act  may 
defray  them  out  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  council ;  (4)  enables 
a  local  authority  to  lease  land  acquired  by  them  under  Part  III.  of  the 
principal  Act  to  any  lessee  for  the  erection  of  lodging  houses  under  the 
Act ;  and  (5)  empowers  a  county  council  to  take  action  under  Part 
III.  where  a  rural  district  council  has  failed  to  do  so,  and  a  Parish 
Council  has  decided  that  such  steps  ought  to  be  taken. 

Inebriate  Amendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict., 
c.  28).— A  Part  of  Section  25  of  the  Inebriates  Act,  1898,  is 
repealed,  and  the  following  substituted  : — 

For  the  purpose  of  defraying  expenditure  under  the  Inebriates 
Act,  1898,  county  councils  and  town  councils  shall 

(1)  have  power  to  impose  and  levy  an  assessment  in  the  same 

manner  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  the  public 
health  general  assessment  authorised  by  the  Public  Health 
(Scotland)  Act,  1897  ;  and 

(2)  have  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  security  of  the  said 

assessment  for  the  capital  purposes  of  the  Inebriates  Act, 
1 898,  in  the  same  manner  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions 
as  for  the  purposes  enumerated  in  section  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

The  second  clause  provides  that  a  person  drunk  and  disorderly  in  any 
public  road,  street,  place,  or  building  may  be  prosecuted  summarily  as 
*n  offender  under  the  Inebriates  Act,  and  be  fined  forty  shillings  or 
seven  days'  imprisonment. 

Intermedial  Education  {Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict., 
c-  43). — Provides  that  the  funds  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Inter- 
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mediate  Education  Board  for  Ireland  may,  subject  to  the  proviso  in 
subsection  4  of  section  five  and  to  section  seven  of  the  Act  of  1878, 
be  applied  by  them  in  the  manner  provided  by  rules  to  be  made  by  the 
Board,  with  the  approval  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  the  purpose  ol 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  General  Summary 
of  the  Report  of  the  Conmiissioners  appointed  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
to  report  upon  the  system  of  intermediate  education  in  Ireland,  dated 
August  nth,  1899. 

The  Boaixi  may  appoint  Inspectors  in  addition  to  or  instead  of  ihe 
Assistant  Commissioners,  and  grant  superannuation  allowances  to  its 
officials. 

Me  of  Man  (Customs)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  31).— This  Act 
makes  the  necessary  additions  to  the  Customs  duties  payable  on 
tobacco,  tea,  and  spirits,  removed  or  imported  into  the  Isle  of  Man,  in 
order  to  bring  them  into  accordance  with  the  Budget  Act  additions  to 
the  duties  in  England  and  Wales. 

Land  enlarges  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict,  c.  26).— By  this  Act  the 
business  of  the  Registrar  of  Judgments,  hitherto  conducted  in  the 
Central  Office  of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  transferred  to  the  Office 
Land  Registry.  It  also  provides  that  a  judgment  or  recognisince, 
whether  obtained  or  entered  into  on  behalf  of  the  Crown  or  otherwise, 
and  whether  obtained  or  entered  into  before  or  after  the  commence 
ment  of  this  Act,  shall  not  operate  as  a  charge  on  land,  or  on  any 
interest  in  land,  or  on  the  unpaid  purchase  money  for  any  land,  unless 
or  until  a  writ  or  order  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  it  is  registered 
under  section  five  of  the  Land  Charges  Registration  and  Searches 
Act,  1888,  and  makes  other  amendments  in  the  application  of  that 
Act.  The  Middlesex  Registry  is  not  in  future  to  apply  to  anv 
instrument  capable  of  registration  under  this  Act  or  the  Land  Charges 
Registration  and  Searches  Act. 

Land  Registry  {New  Buildings)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict, 
c.  19). — This  Act  empowers  the  Commissioners  of  Works  to  acquire 
certain  land  and  buildings  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Clement  Danes  and 
St.  Giles-in-the-Fields,  London,  for  the  pui-pose  of  erecting  thereon  a 
new  building  for  the  Land  Registry  Office,  and  other  departments  now 
carried  on  at  the  office  situated  in  Lincoln's  Inn-fields.  The  Treasury 
is  empowered  to  pay  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  £265,000  for  the 
acquisition  of  the  land  and  erection  of  buildings,  which  money  may  be 
borrowed  by  terminable  annuities  spread  over  not  exceeding  fifty 
years. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict,  c.  63).— This 
Act  makes  a  number  of  administrative  amendments  in  the  LoctJ 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  and  the  Local  Government  (Applica- 
tion of  Enactments)  Order,  1898,  relating  to  withdrawal  of  petitions, 
the  making  of  a  poor  rate,  as  to  gale  day  and  deduction  from  rent  in 
urban  districts,  as  to  salaries  of  officers,  power  to  grant  annuities 
and  commute  allowances,  and  other  matters. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  (iVo.  2)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  VictM 
c.  41). — Gives  the   Local  Government  Board  by  provisional  orde*" 
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confirmed  by  Parliament,  power  to  annul  or  vary,  generally  or  in 
application  to  particular  counties,  any  provision  in  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Procedure  of  CJouncils)  Order,  1899. 

London  County  Couticil  Electors^  Qualifications  Act,  1900  (63  and 
64  Vict.,  c.  29). — Assimilates  the  County  CJouncil  and' Borough  Council 
Franchise  in  London,  by  providing  that  a  parochial  elector  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  at  the  election  of  a  county  councillor  for  the  adminis- 
trative county  of  London  in  the  same  manner  as  a  county  elector,  and 
subject  to  the  same  provisions. 

Lunacy  Boards  (Scotland)  Salaries  and  Clerks  Act  (63  and  64  Vict., 
c.  54). — Enables  the  General  Board  of  Lunacy  Commissioners  in 
Scotland  to  appoint  and  assign  salaries  to  such  clerks  as  the  Treasury 
may  sanction,  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 

Members  of  Local  Authorities  Relief  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  46). — 
Enacts  that  an  officer  or  soldier  of  the  auxiliary  forces  or  of  the 
reserve  forces  on  active  service,  or  on  service  beyond  the  seas,  shall  not 
by  reason  only  of  his  absence  on  that  service  be  disqualified  or  vacate 
his  office  as  a  member  of  any  county  or  borough  or  district  or  parish 
council,  or  board  of  guardians,  or  incur  any  fine  or  other  liability 
thereto  on  account  of  his  absence. 

Merchant  Shipping  {Liability  of  >hipoivners  and  Others)  Act  (63 
and  64  Vict.,  c.  32). — By  Clause  1  the  limitation  of  the  liability  of 
owners  of  any  ship  set  by  section  503  of  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act,  1894,  in  respect  of  loss  or  damage  to  vessels  or  goods  shall 
extend  to  all  cases  where  (without  their  actual  fault  or  privity)  any 
loss  or  damage  is  caused  on  land  or  water  by  the  improper  navigation 
or  management  of  the  ship. 

By  Clause  2  the  liability  of  the  owners  of  any  dock  or  canal,  or  a 
harbour  or  conservancy  authority,  for  loss  or  damage  shall  not  exceed 
an  aggregate  of  £8  per  ton  of  tonnage  of  the  largest  registered  British 
ship  which  at  the  time  of  such  loss  occurring  or  within  five  years 
previous,  has  been  in  such  dock  or  canal.  The  limitation  of  liability 
under  this  Act  relates  to  the  whole  of  any  losses  or  damages  which 
arise  upon  any  one  distinct  occasion,  although  such  loss  or  damage  be 
sustained  by  more  than  one  person. 

Military  Lands  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  56).— This  Act 
empowers  a  County  or  Borough  Council  to  lease  land  to  Volunteer 
Corps  for  military  purposes,  and  empowers  Volunteer  Corps  to  borrow 
money  on  the  security  of  their  lease.  It  also  empowers  the  Admiralty 
to  make,  with  regard  to  land  appropriated  for  Naval  purposes,  such 
by-laws  as  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  may  make  with  respect  to 
land  appropriated  for  a  military  purpose,  and  the  provisions  of  the 
Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  are  to  apply  thereto. 

There  are  provisos  for  the  protection  of  rights  of  private  persons 
and  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  where  land,  the  use  of  which  is 
regulated  by  the  Military  Lands  Act,  abuts  on  any  sea  or  tidal  water 
or  shore.  The  Board  of  Trade  before  consenting  to  any  by-laws  under 
this  section  is  to  give  public  notice  that  those  affected  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  making  any  objection. 
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Mines  (Prohibition  of  Child  Labour  Underground)  Ant  (63  and  64 
Vict.,  c.  21.). — This  Act  prohibits  the  employment  of  any  boy  under 
the  age  of  thirteen  in  any  mine  below  ground,  but  it  does  not  apply  to 
any  boy  who  has  been  lawfully  employed  in  any  mine  below  ground 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act. 

Money-lenders  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  51). — Clause  1  gives 
power  to  any  judge,  in  a  court  where  a  money-lender  sues  for  money 
lent,  to  re-open  the  transaction  and  take  an  account  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings, notwithstanding  any  statement  or  settlement  of  accounts,  or 
any  agreement  purporting  to  close  previous  dealings  and  create  a  new 
obligation,  and  the  Court  may  relieve  the  person  sued  from  any  sum 
judged  to  be  in  excess  of  what  the  Court  adjudges  to  be  fairly  duf* 
having  regard  to  the  risk  and  all  circumstances.  The  Court  may  also 
order  the  creditor  to  repay  any  excess  which  has  been  paid,  and  may 
set  aside  or  alter  any  security  or  agreement  made ;  or,  if  the  lender 
has  parted  with  the  security,  may  order  him  to  indemnify  the  borrower 
or  other  person  sued.  A  court  in  which  proceedings  might  be  taken 
for  the  recovery  of  money  lent  may  exercise  the  like  powers  under 
this  section  at  the  instance  of  the  borrower  or  surety,  or  other  persi>D 
liable. 

Under  Clause  2  a  money-lender  is  required  to  register  himself  in  hw 
own  name,  and  the  address  or  addresses  at  which  he  carries  on  hu. 
business,  and  shall  not  carry  it  on  in  any  other  name  or  descripticai. 
and  shall,  on  reasonable  request  and  tender  of  a  reasonable  sum  fur 
expenses,  furnish  the  borrower  with  a  copy  of  any  document  relating 
to  the  loan  or  security.  Contravention  of  this  section  renders  the  money- 
lender liable  to  a  fine  of  £100,  and  in  a  second  or  subsequent  conviction 
to  imprisonment  for  three  months  with  or  without  hard  labour. 
There  are  clauses  relating  to  regulations  for  registration  of  money- 
lenders, to  be  made  by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Treasury.  The  fee  to  be  paid  by  a  money 
lender  on  registration  and  renewal  after  three  years  is  XI  for  each 
registration  or  renewal.  Penalties  are  imposed  for  false  statements  and 
representations,  dishonest  concealment  of  material  facts,  or  fraudulent 
inducements  to  borrow  money  or  agree  to  terms.  When  it  is  proved 
that  any  person  to  whom  a  document  was  sent  under  section  2  of  the 
Betting  and  Loans  (Infants)  Act,  is  an  infant,  the  person  charged 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  knowledge  of  that  fact. 

The  expression  "  money-lender  "  is  not  to  apply  to  any  pawnbroker 
in  respect  of  business  carried  on  under  the  Pawnbrokers  Acts,  or  to 
any  society  registered  under  the  Friendly  Societies  Act,  1896,  or  under 
the  Benefit  Building  Societies  Act,  1836,  or  the  Loan  Societies  Act, 
1840,  or  the  Building  Societies  Acts,  1874  to  1894,  or  to  any  body 
corporate,  incorporated  or  empowered  by  special  Act  of  Parliament,  or 
to  any  bond-fide  bank  or  insurance  company,  or  body  corporate 
exempted  from  this  Act  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

Naval  Reserve  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  52).— This  Act 
empowers  the  Admiralty  to  raise  and  keep  up  a  new  division  of  the 
Royal  Naval  Reserve,  to  consist  of  persons  in  receipt  of  pensions  in 
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r^pect  of  service  in  the  Navy  or  Marines;  persons  not  exceeding 
15,000  who  have  served  in  the  Navy  or  Marines,  but  are  not  in 
receipt  of  pensions  ;  also  artisans  or  others  employed  by  the  Admiralty 
subject  to  a  condition  of  service  in  the  Reserve. 

iVaiHJtZ  Reserve.  {Mobilisation)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  17).— 
Amends  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve  (Volunteer)  Act,  1859,  by 
directing  that  Her  Majesty  may  authorise  the  Admiralty  to  give 
and,  when  given,  to  revoke  or  vary  such  directions  as  may  seem 
necessary  or  proper  for  calling  out  any  or  all  the  Volunteers  under 
that  Act. 

Oil  in  Tobacco  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  35). — Imposes  a  penalty  of 
J&50  on  any  manufacturer  or  dealer  who  has  in  his  possession  for  sale,  or 
tenders  for  drawback,  tobacco  containing  a  greater  proportion  of  oil 
than  4  per  cent. 

P€>lice  Reaermsts  {Allowances)  Act,  1900  (63  Vict.,  c.  9).— The  object 
of   this  Act  is  to  authorise  the  grant  out  of  police  funds  of  certain 
annuities  and  gratuities  in  respect  of  police  reservists  who  are  called 
out  on  permanent  service.    A  constable  called  out  as  reservist  under 
the  Royal  Proclamation  of  1899,  may  have  granted  for  the  benefit  of 
his  wife  and  family  or  other  dependants  an  allowance  out  of  the  police 
Funds,  not  to  exceied,  with  any  allowance  paid  out  of  military  funds, 
the  weekly  amount  which  he  was  receiving  from  police  funds  when 
called  out.    In  case  of  an  unmarried  man  the  allowance  is  not  to 
exceed  in  the  aggregate  8s.  per  week.    If  the  man  dies  or  is  disabled 
while  on  Army  service  the  police  authorities  to  have  the  same  power  in 
regard  to  grant  of  gratuities  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  police  force  at 
the  time.    If  he  returns  to  the  police  force  he  is  to  have  a  rank  not 
lower  than  that  he  held  when  called  out.     The  Act  applies  to 
Scotland. 

Poor  Belie/  {Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  45).— 
Provides  that  Section  9  of  the  Poor  Relief  (Ireland)  Act,  1847  (which 
prohibits  the  giving  of  relief  from  the  poor  rates  of  a  union  to  a  person 
not  within  the  union),  shall  not  have  effect  in  the  case  of  relief  given 
for  the  maintenance  of  a  child  or  lunatic  outside  the  union  to  which 
the  expenses  of  the  relief  are  chargeable ;  and  gives  power  to  exceed 
the  limit  of  quantity  of  land  in  special  cases  which  may  be  acquired 
under  these  Acts. 

Poor  Removal  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  23).— This  Act  pro- 
vides that  a  person  who  has  resided  continuously  for  five  years  in 
England  shall  not  thereafter  be  removable  to  Ireland  under  the  Acts 
relating  to  the  relief  of  the  poor.  In  cases  where  a  pauper  is  remov- 
able from  England  to  Ireland,  Boards  of  Guardians  may  make  agree- 
ments that  the  pauper  instead  of  being  removed  shall  be  maintained  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  from  which  he  is  removed  at  the 
expense  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Union  to  which  he  is 
removeable. 


Public  Health  {Ireland)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  10).— This 
Act  is  intended  to  remove  doubts  respecting  the  powers  of  the  Local 
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Government  Board  for  Ireland  for  determining  the  area  on  which 
certain  expenses  are  chargeable.  The  Irish  Local  Government  Board 
may,  with  the  consent  of  the  Council  of  any  rural  district,  alter  an  area 
of  charge  for  any  special  expenses  leviable  under  the  Public  Health 
(Ireland)  Acts. 

Public  Works  Loans  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  36).— Appoints 
Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners  for  five  years  from  April  Ist,  1901, 
and  authorises  the  National  Debt  Commissioners  to  issue  <£7,000,00«J 
for  loans  by  the  Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners,  and  JS800,000  ft»r 
loans  by  the  Public  Works  Loans  Commissioners  in  Ireland.  Also 
authorises  the  Treasury  to  pay  £26,666  in  redemption  of  its  contribution 
to  the  guarantee  of  the  Mitchelstown  and  Fermoy  Railway,  to  any  rail- 
way company  purchasing  the  said  light  railway. 

Railtvay  Employment  {Prevention  of  Accidents),  1900  (63  and  64 
Vict.,  c.  27). — Clause  1  empowers  the  Board  of  Trade  to  make  rulf^ 
under  this  Act  with  respect  to  a  variety  of  subjects  mentioned  in  tht» 
Schedule,  with  the  object  of  removing  or  reducing  the  dangers  and 
risks  incidental  to  railway  service.  The  Board  of  Trade  may  requin* 
among  other  matters  the  use  of  any  plant  or  appliance  which  has  been 
shown  to  its  satisfaction  to  be  calculated  to  reduce  danger  to  persons 
employed  on  a  railway,  or  the  closure  of  any  plant  or  appliance  which 
has  been  shown  to  involve  danger.  But  reasonable  time  is  to  be  given 
for  canying  out  such  requirements. 

Notice  of  not  less  than  a  month  is  to  be  given  of  the  proposal  to 
make  or  alter  rules,  and  opportunity  is  to  be  given  for  the  considera- 
tion of  any  objection  or  suggestion  for  their  modification,  and  the 
Board  may  modify  or  withdraw  such  rules. 

If  after  consideration  of  any  objection,  the  person  making  it  is  not 
satisfied  with  the  way  in  which  it  is  dealt  with,  he  may  require  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  Railway  and  Canal  Com 
missioners,  and  if  they  consider  the  objection  reasonable,  the  rule  to 
which  it  applies  shall  not  be  made. 

In  considering  objections  to  a  draft  rule,  the  Commissioners  shall, 
amongst  other  matters,  have  regard  to  the  question  whether  it  would 
"materially  interfere  with  the  trade  of  the  country,  or  with  the 
necessary  operations  of  any  railway  company." 

The  Board  of  Trade  shall,  if  satisfied  that  it  is  the  general  desire  of 
the  objectors,  refer  to  a  referee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  any 
objections  which  the  Board  are  required  to  refer  to  the  Railway  and 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  the  referee  is  to  take  the  same  proceedings 
and  his  decision  have  the  same  effect  as  if  referred  to  the  Com 
missioners.  Several  clauses  refer  to  the  application  of  rules  (which 
may  be  made  for  a  particular  railway  or  class  of  railways,  or  exempt 
any  specified  railways  or  class),  power  to  make  an  order  or  give  * 
direction  in  place  of  a  rule,  and  permission  to  extend  time  of  carryin;; 
out  a  rule. 

Clause  10  gives  anyone  affected  by  a  rule  power  to  apply  for  it"* 
rescinding,  and  if  the  Board  of  Trade  decline  to  entertain  the  applica 
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tion  it  shall,  if  desired  by  the  applicant,  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Railway  Commissioners. 

Penalties  for  contravention  or  a  non-compliance  with  a  rule  shall  be 
a  fine  of  not  exceeding  X50,  or  for  a  continuing  offence  not  exceeding 
£10  per  day  . 

The  Railway  Commissioners  are  to  have  power  to  make  rules 
for  the  hearing  of  applications,  and  for  awarding  costs  in  case  of  a 
frivolous  objection. 

The  Board  of  Trade  are  to  have  powers  to  inspect  railways  to 
ascertain  whether  there  is  ground  for  proceedings  under  this  Act.  The 
duty  of  railway  companies  to  give  notice  of  accidents  is  to  apply  to 
accidents  attended  with  loss  of  life  or  personal  injury  to  anyone  in  their 
employ  occurring  on  any  private  sidings,  and  the  owners  of  private 
sidings  used  in  connection  with  a  factory,  workshop  or  mine  are  to  be 
under  the  same  obligation  to  give  notice  of  such  accident  as  if  it  took 
place  in  the  factory,  workshop  or  mine,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  shall 
have  the  same  power  and  duties  with  respect  to  inquiries  and  investiga- 
tions and  the  appointment  of  an  assessor  to  a  coroner. 

Clause  14  empowers  a  company  to  issue  debentures  or  debenture 
stock  for  the  purposes  of  any  expenditure  involved  in  compliance  with 
rules  under  this  Act. 

There  are  clauses  empowering  the  Board  of  Trade  to  appoint 
persons  to  make  inquiries  or  experiments  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act, 
and  railway  companies  are  to  give  all  reasonable  facilities  therefor,  but 
without  risk  or  expense  to  them  except  as  may  be  agreed. 

Clause  17  exempts  railway  companies  from  any  liability  for  breach 
of  any  lease  or  agreement  with  which  rules  issued  under  this  Act  may 
be  inconsistent. 

The  Act  applies  to  Ireland  and  Scotland  as  well  as  England  and 
Wales. 

The  subjects  mentioned,  to  which  the  orders  are  to  apply,  are : 
brake  levers  on  both  sides  waggons  ;  labelling  waggons  ;  movements  of 
waggons  by  propping  and  low  roping ;  steam  or  other  brake  power  on 
engines  ;  lighting  of  stations  where  shunting  operations  are  frequently 
carried  on  after  dark  ;  protection  of  point-rods  and  signal  wires,  and 
position  of  ground  levers  working  points  ;  position  of  offices  and  cabins 
near  working  lever ;  marking  of  fouling  points,  construction  and 
protection  of  gauge  glasses,  management  of  tool  boxes  and  water 
gauges  on  engines  ;  working  of  trains  without  brake  vans  upon  running 
lines  beyond  the  limits  of  stations ;  protection  to  permanent  way  men 
when  relaying  or  repairing  permanent  way. 

Beserve  Forces  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  42).— The  principal 
clause  of  this  Act  enacts  that  men  in  the  second  division  of  the  first 
class  of  the  Army  Reserve  shall  be  liable  to  be  called  out  on  permanent 
service,  notwithstanding  that  directions  have  not  been  given  for  calling 
out  the  whole  of  the  first  division  on  such  service.  Provided  that  this 
section  shall  not  apply  to  a  man  who  entered  the  said  second  division 
before  the  passing  of  this  Act,  except  with  his  consent. 
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(a)  The  rank  of  any  man  so  called  out  shall  not  be  lower  than  tiiat 
to  which  he  was  entitled  in  the  army  immediately  before  he  was 
released  from  permanent  service,  unless  he  has  been  reduced  for  any 
reason  while  on  permanent  service. 

Supplemental  War  Loan  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  61). — Pn> 
vidcs  for  the  raising  of  an  additional  £13,000,000  by  means  of  & 
Supplemental  War  Loan,  Treasury  Bills,  or  Exchequer  Bonds. 

Tithe  Rent-Charge  {IreUmd)  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  58).— This  Act 
reduces  from  fifty-two  to  forty-four  years  the  period  for  pajrment  of 
instalments  of  purchase  money  of  Tithe  Rent-Charge  under  the  Irish 
Church  Acts,  and  the  rate  of  interest  charged  thereon  from  £4  98.  to 
X3  10s.  per  cent.,  directs  the  Land  Commission  to  ascertain  and  certify 
the  variations  in  judicial  rents  since  September  20th,  1S86,  and  to 
ascertain  and  certify  the  same  at  each  subsequent  period  of  fifteen 
years,  and  to  publish  certificates  thereof  in  the  Gazette;  varies  the 
tithe  rent-charge  in  accordance  with  the  percentage  of  variation  ci 
judicial  rents,  each  fifteen  years ;  provides  that  from  the  amount  d 
tithe  rent-charge  or  hereditaments  half  the  standard  rate  of  poor  rate 
may  be  deducted  in  rural  districts,  and  the  whole  of  such  standard 
rate  in  urban  districts.  If  the  total  amount  of  rent-charge  accruing 
since  November  1st,  1898,  exceeds  the  amount  which  would  have  been 
payable  had  this  Act  come  into  operation  before  that,  the  difference 
may  be  deducted  from  the  first  half-yearly  payment  next  ensuing ;  and 
if  the  total  amount  is  less  than  would  have  been  so  payable  the 
difference  is  to  be  paid  with  the  first  half-yearly  pajrment.  Where 
hereditaments  are  owned  by  several  persons,  each  is  to  be  liable  only  to 
pay  his  own  proportion  of  the  tithe  rent-charge. 

Certain  cases  are  excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  viz. 
(1)  Clause  1  (reducing  period  for  payment  of  instalments  of  tithe 
purchase)  is  not  to  apply  to  land,  the  estate  or  interest  of  which  has 
been  conveyed  to  a  purchaser  on  sale  before  April  30th,  1896;  (2) 
Section  3  (periodical  variation  of  tithe  rent-charge)  is  not  to  apply  to 
hereditaments  conveyed  to  a  purchase  or  sale  between  August  lOth, 
1872,  and  May  12th,  1899;  (3)  where  the  estate  or  interest  conveyed 
was  less  than  the  fee  simple  the  third  section  is  not  to  apply  after 
determination  of  such  less  estate  or  interest. 

Town  Councils  (Scotlann)  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  49).— This 
is  an  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  election  and 
proceedings  of  Town  Councils  in  Scotland. 

It  defines  the  powers  and  constitutions  of  Town  Councils  of  Bur]^ 
and  vests  the  powers  of  Police  Conmiissioners,  Gas  and  Water  Ccwn- 
missioners,  and  their  land,  works  and  assets  in  the  Town  Council; 
defines  the  qualifications  and  disqualifications  of  councillors.  Clauses 
treat  of  the  division  of  burghs  into  wards,  the  qualifications  d 
electors,  and  assimilating  the  municipal  to  the  Parliamentary  franchise, 
except  as  regards  peers,  women  ratepayers,  and  persons  who  would 
otherwise  be  qualified  for  the  Parliamentary  franchise  but  reside  more 
than  seven  miles  beyond  the  Parliamentary  boundary — a  supplementaiT 
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list  Ls  to  be  prepared  of  these  electors.  Clause  56  provides  for  the 
election  of  magistrates  by  the  Town  Councils  from  amongst  their  own 
number.  The  Provost  is  to  be  elected  for  three  years ;  the  magistrates 
other  than  the  Provost  shall  be  called  baillies,  and  shall  hold  office 
until  the  expiry  of  their  term  as  councillors.  The  Act  proceeds  to  define 
the  duties  of  Town  Councils  and  officials,  and  prescribes  rules  for  their 
proceedings,  the  keeping  of  the  municipal  register,  proceedings  at 
elections,  election  of  magistrates,  and  the  management  of  corporate 
property  and  accounts.  There  are  117  sections  and  a  number  of  forms 
and  schedules,  the  Act  covering  the  whole  of  the, constitution  and 
government  of  Scottish  burghs. 

Tramways  {Ireland)  Act  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  60). — Makes  certain 
amendments  of  the  Tramways  (Ireland)  Acts,  1860  to  1896,  more 
particularly  with  reference  to  the  liability  of  county  districts  under 
guarantees  for  raising  capital  for  light  railways  or  tramways,  which  is 
limited  by  this  Act. 

Uganda  RaUuxiy  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  11).— Increases  the 
amount  authorised  to  be  spent  on  the  Uganda  Railway  under  the  Act 
of  1896  by  substituting  £4,930,000  for  the  £3,000,000  specified  in 
that  Act. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  Amendment  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  24). 
—This  Act  provides  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  1901, 
all  persons  now  holding  the  veterinary  certificate  of  the  Highland  and 
Agricultural  Society  of  Scotland  granted  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
principal  Act  (the  Veterinary  Surgeons  Act,  1881),  shall  be  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons  in  like 
manner  as  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Veterinary  Surgeons,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  be  deprived  by  the  Council  of  the  said  College  of  the 
rights  of  styling  themselves  members  of  the  veterinary  profession,  or 
recovering  fees  in  respect  of  the  practice  of  the  veterinary  art,  subject 
to  and  under  the  conditions  and  with  the  restrictions  specified  in 
section  six  of  the  piincipal  Act.  Any  person  deprived  of  such  rights 
under  this  Act  who  shall  practise  as  a  veterinary  surgeon,  is  subject 
to  the  penalties  mentioned  in  the  principal  Act. 

Volunteer  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  39).— Amends  the 
Volunteer  Act  of  1863,  by  enabling  her  Majesty  to  accept  the  offer  of 
any  member  of  a  Volunteer  Corps  to  subject  himself  to  liability  to 
be  called  out  for  actual  military  service  at  any  time  for  purposes  of 
coast  defence  at  such  places  in  Great  Britain  as  may  be  specified  in  his 
agreement. 

War  Loan  Act,  1900  (63  Vict,  c.  2).— This  is  an  Act  to  provide 
for  raising  money  for  the  present  war  in  South  Africa.  The  preamble 
is  an  address  to  her  Majesty  reciting  that  the  Commons  have  resolved 
to  provide  £35,000,000  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act,  and  beseeching 
her  Majesty  to  enact  (Clause  1)  that  such  money  may  be  raised  by 
either  a  special  War  Loan  or  Treasury  Bills.  Clause  2  authorises  the 
Treasury  by  warrant  to  the  Bank  of  England  to  create  a  new  capital 
stock,  called  "  War  Stock,"  and  the  issue  of  Bonds  called  War  Bonds, 
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to  bear  2}  per  cent,  interest,  and  to  be  interchangeable.  War  Stock 
is  to  date  trom  April  6th,  to  be  redeemable  April  5th,  1910.  The  rest 
of  the  clauses  of  the  Act  consist  of  the  ordinary  provisions  as  to  the 
principal  and  interest  being  chargeable  on  the  Consolidated  Fund,  f(ff 
the  payment  of  the  interest  quarterly,  and  giving  the  Treasury  power 
to  make  regulations  as  to  the  issue  of  the  Stock. 

Wild  Animals  in  Captivity  Protection  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict, 
c.  33). — Under  this  Act  any  person  may  be  summarily  proceeded 
against,  and  fined  not  exceeding  X5,  or  imprisoned  for  not  less  tiian 
three  months  with  or  without  hard  labour,  who,  whilst  an  animal  is  in 
captivity  or  close  confinement,  or  is  maimed,  pinioned,  or  subjected  to 
any  appliance  or  contrivance  for  the  purpose  of  hindering  or  preventing 
its  escape  from  such  captivity  or  confinement,  shall,  by  wantonly  or 
unreasonably  doing  or  omitting  any  act,  cause  or  permit  to  be  caused 
any  unnecessary  suffering  to  such  animal ;  or  cruelly  abuse,  infuriate, 
tease,  or  terrify  it,  or  permit  it  to  be  so  treated. 

The  Act  is  not  to  apply  to  any  act  done  or  any  omission  in  the 
course  of  destroying  or  preparing  any  animal  for  destruction  as  food 
for  mankind,  nor  to  any  act  permitted  by  the  Cruelty  to  Animals 
Act,  1876,  nor  to  the  hunting  or  coursing  of  any  animal  which 
has  not  been  liberated  in  a  mutilated  or  injured  st&te  in  order  U» 
facilitate  its  capture  or  destruction.  The  Act  does  not  apply  tii 
Scotland. 

Workmen^s  Compensation  Act,  1900  (63  and  64  Vict.,  c.  22).— 
According  to  the  principal  Clause  of  this  Act,  the  Workmen^ 
Compensation  Act,  1897,  shall  apply  to  the  employment  of  work- 
men in  agriculture  by  any  employer  who  habitually  employs  one  or 
more  workmen  in  such  employment. 

Where  any  such  employer  agrees  with  a  contractor  for  the 
execution  by  or  under  that  contractor  of  any  work  in  agriculture, 
section  four  of  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  shall  apply  in 
respect  of  any  workman  employed  in  such  work  as  if  that  employer 
were  an  undertaker  within  the  meaning  of  that  Act.  Provided 
that,  where  the  contractor  provides  and  uses  machinery  driven 
by  mechanical  power  for  the  purpose  of  threshing,  ploughing,  rt» 
other  agricultural  work,  he,  and  he  alone,  shall  be  liable  under  thi* 
Act  to  pay  compensation  to  any  workman  employed  by  him  on  such 


Where  any  workman  is  employed  by  the  same  employer  mainly 
in  agricultural,  but  partly  or  occasionally  in  other  work,  this  Act 
shall  apply  also  to  the  employment  of  the  workman  in  such  other 
work. 

The  expression  "agriculture"  includes  horticulture,  forestry,  and 
the  use  of  land  for  any  purpose  of  husbandry,  inclusive  of  the  keq)ing 
or  breeding  of  live  «tock,  poultry,  or  bees,  and  the  growth  of  fruit  and 
vegetables. 
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POINTS   FROM  SPEECHES. 


Ifr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  M.P.       East  Qrinstead,  Angust  Sth,  1900. 

*'  The  country  had  now  had  five  years'  experience  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  electors  had  to  ask  themselves  how  the  trust  which 
they  had  confided  in  her  Majesty's  Ministers  had  been  carried  out, 
and  whether  they  had  fulfilled  those  undertakings  which  they  gave. 
He  would  ask  them  to  contrast  to-day  with  the  situation  which  the 
Government  found  when  they  assumed  power.  The  history  of  the 
preceding  three  years  under  the  administration  of  Lord  Rx^sebery 
and  Mr.  Gladstone  was  a  history  of  continuous  strife  and  turmoil. 
.  .  .  The  five  years  of  Lord  Salisbury's  premiership  had  not 
been  dull.  They  had  had  to  face  great  problems,  and  even  now 
they  were  facing  one  of  the  greatest  that  had  ever  confronted  us 
perhaps  within  the  lifetime  of  any  one  present.  Many  difficulties 
had  been  brought  to  a  satisfactory^  conclusion  without  the  arbitra- 
ment of  ivar." 

Fi-om  the  Scotsman,  Aturnst  9th,  1900. 

Emphatically  not  dull.  In  view  especially  of  events  on  the  North- 
west frontier  of  India,  in  the  Soudan,  in  West  Africa,  in  South  Africa 
and  in  China,  the  remarkable  absence  of  "  strife  and  turmoil "  during 
Lord  Salisbury's  five  years  must  strike  the  most  unobservant ! 


Lord  Ashbourne.  Darlington,  August  5th,  1900. 

**We  had  a  right  to  look  to  the  Grovemment  for  a  clear 
expression  of  opinion  upon  the  subject,  and  to  the  Opposition  to 
know  what  they  would  do  if  they  had  the  power.  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannemian,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  Opposition  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  used  the  other  day  a  very  curious  expression ;  he  thought 
that  the  settlement  should  be  conducted  on  *  Liberal  principles.* 
He  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  that,  and  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  Sir  H.  Campl)ell-Bannerman  did  not  understand  it 
himself.  Did  he  mean  that  he  would  try  to  undo  the  victories  we 
had  won  at  so  great  a  cost  ?  Would  he  exact  nothing  from  the 
Boers,  who  were  rebels,  and  would  he  allow  them  to  vote  against 
loyalists  and  for  representatives  who  would  prevent  the  Queen  and 
her  advisers  from  carrying  out  their  policy  ?  Sir  William  Harcourt 
the  other  night  spoke  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  subject,  but 
his  whole  speech  was  about  money,  showing  how  unpleasant  it  was 
to  pay  for  the  thing  which  you  were  gettiuc.  Apparently  he  would 
sacrifice  all  principles  and  honour  and  character  and  would  allow 
our  own  people  to  be  walked  on  and  give  away  the  results  that 
would  flow  from  the  war." 

From  the  Times,  Augtist  6th,  1900. 

We  have  an  equal  right  to  expect  that  eminent  Conservatives  will 
do  their  best  not  to  misrepresent  their  "  fellow  subjects  "  who  are  as 
loyal  as  themselves.  This  characterisation  of  Sir  William  Harcourt's 
speech  apparently  shows  that  Lord  Ashbourne  has  not  forgotten  how 
to  use  the  argument  of  the  advocate  who  has  no  case. 
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Mr.  J.  R  Beiss.  Crewe,  September  Ist,  1900. 

**They  heard  a  great  deal  about  the  inertia  of  the  present 
Government — that  with  a  huge  majority  at  their  backs  they  had 
accomplished  so  little, — but  the  federation  of  Australia  would  stand 
out  as  one  of  the  most  important  events  of  the  century,  and  the 
man  who  had  brought  that  about  would  go  down  to  posterity  as 
one  of  England's  greatest  statesmen/' 

From  the  Manchester  Guardian,  September  3rd,  1900. 

Mr.  Reiss  is  the  Unionist  candidate.  It  is  quite  a  novel  notion  i*) 
prove  the  energy  of  the  Tory  Gk>vemment  by  putting  in  the  Australian 
Commonwealth  Act — purely  the  work  of  Australians  themselves. 


Sir  Michael  Hicks-BeaclL  Bristol,  Augost  Sth,  1900. 

*^  He  came  among  them  at  the  end  of  what,  at  any  rate  to  the 
principal  members  of  her  Majes^'s  Government,  had  been  a  most 
laborious  and  anxious  Session.  It  had  been  the  dullest  and  the  least 
interesting  Session,  so  far  as  the  House  of  Commons  was  concerned, 
that  he  ever  remembered.  He  did  not  need  to  say  that  they  had 
not  done  what  he  thought  might  be  called  good  work.  They  had 
passed  one  Act,  at  any  rate,  which  he  thought  would  make  its  mark 
in  the  history,  not  merely  of  the  British  Empire,  but  of  the  world. 
They  had  passed  an  Act  forming  the  great  Australian  Common- 
wealth of  the  future,  which  they  noped  and  believed  would  remain 
one  of  the  principal  parts  of  the  British  Empire  for  as  long  as  time 
might  endure ;  and  they  had  placed  on  the  Statute-book  measures 
of  social  improvement  for  the  country  which  he  appreciated,  but 
which  he  would  not  for  a  moment  pretend  were  measures  of  great 
importance.  Why  had  the  Session  just  closed  been  dull  ?  Why 
was  it  that  the  Parliamentary  debates  had  not  been  lively  i  Because 
Parliament,  after  all,  but  reflected  the  feeling  of  the  country  ;  and 
the  whole  feeling  of  the  country  during  the  past  year  had  been  else- 
where than  upon  matters  of  domestic  legislation." 

From  the  Times,  Atig^tst  9th,  1900. 
Measures  "which   he  would   not  for  a  moment  pretend  were 
measures  of  great  importance."    The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  at 
any  rate,  honestly  owns  this  last  Session's  day  of  small  things. 


Mr.  Brodrick.  Witley,  Gtodalming,  August  15th,  1900. 

**  Whatever  any  man  might  say  of  the  incapacity  or  imbecility 
of  the  Government's  proceedings  in  other  respects,  occupied  as 
Great  Britain  was  more  largely  in  South  Africa  than  she  had  ever 
been  in  any  part  of  the  ^lobe  during  the  whole  of  our  history,  it  had 
not  been  possible  for  hun  to  suggest  that  they  had  been  wanting  in 
their  duty  as  one  of  the  Powers  of  Emope  in  so  remote  a  place  even 
as  the  north-east  of  China.  That  he  took  to  be  a  sign  of  confidence 
in  the  Government,  because,  whatever  critics  might  say  of  them, 
they  knew  they  were  determined  to  risk  everything,  to  put  forward 
all  their  streiith  and  resolution,  before  they  allowed  British 
interests  to  go  down  in  any  part  of  the  world." 

From  the  Times,  Angud  Ibth,  1^00. 
Mr.  Brodrick  has  a  short  memory.    He  has  soon  forgotten  Port 
Arthur  and  the  Northern  Railway  of  China. 


Digitized  by 


September,  1900.] 


THE  LIBRRAL  MAOAZINB. 


427 


Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach. 


Bristol,  August  8th,  1900. 


'*  The  war  might  have  been  avoided  if  we  had  run  away.  It 
might  have  been  avoided  as  the  original  war  was  avoided  in  1881 — 
namely,  by  the  shameful  capitulation  of  that  year.  It  might  have 
been  avoided,  as  the  prolongation  of  the  war  in  the  Soudan  was 
avoided,  by  the  still  more  disgraceful  betrayal  and  desertion  of 
General  Grordon.  It  miffht  have  been  avoided  by  the  cowardice 
which  would  have  brought  on  this  country,  years  after,  the  same 
Nemesis  those  evil  deeds  of  the  Ministry  of  the  day  had  brought 
upon  us  now." 


It  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  and 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  two  members  of  the  present  Ministry,  were  parties 
to  the  "shameful  capitulation  "  and  "disgraceful  betrayal." 


Fr<m  the  Scotsman,  August  28^A,  1900. 

In  a  telegram  from  the  seat  of  war  it  is  stated  that  President 
Kruger  is  urging  his  burghers  to  fight,  promising  if  they  can  hold 
out  till  the  dissolution  of  the  present  Parliament,  the  next  Radical 
Ministry  will  end  the  war.  Letters  from  correspondents  at  Cape 
Town  convey  practically  the  same  information.  They  add  that  the 
Afrikander  Bond  is  active,  because  it  hopes  that  at  the  next  general 
election  the  present  Grovernment  will  be  defeated,  and  what  is 
called  a  Radical  Grovernment  will  be  installed  in  its  place.  The 
electors  ought  to  note  what  this  information  means.  Why  should 
President  Kruger  desire  a  Radical  Grovernment  in  power  ?  Because, 
as  he  says,  it  would  stop  the  war.  But  his  meaning  is,  that  it 
would  stop  the  war  by  giving  him  the  victory,  not  in  the  field,  but 
in  negotiations,  and  in  the  retention  of  the  independence  which  he 
has  done  his  best  to  forfeit.  .     .     Some  of  the  Radical 

candidates  are  endeavouring  to  make  Uttle  of  the  war  and  to  put 
forward  other  questions.  It  is  unquestionable  that  in  the  sphere 
of  domestic  reforms  the  Unionist  Grovernment  has  done  more  than 
its  Liberal  predecessor,  and  it  is  further  unquestionable  that  from 
the  Unionist  Grovernment  may  be  expected  more  and  better  reforms 
than  can  be  obtained  from  a  Grovernment  made  up  out  of  the 
Opposition." 

Query  :  Which  is  the  most  unreliable,  the  Edinburgh  Unionist 
organ's  information  about  President  Kruger,  or  its  comparison  between 
the  domestic  reforms  of  the  Unionist  Government  and  its  Liberal 
predecessors  1  The  above  extracts  are  from  the  same  leading  article, 
and  they  show  how  idle  rumours  from  the  seat  of  war,  which  have 
frequently  done  duty,  are  mixed  with  legends  about  domestic 
legislation  to  inflame  party  spirit  North  of  the  Tweed. 


Frmn  the  Times,  Ax^g^ist  9th,  1900. 
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Frtym  the  Spectator,  August  Wth,  1900. 

**The  end  of  the  Session,  possibly  of  the  Parliament,  affords  a 
useful  opportunity  for  considering  the  attitude  of  the  country  towards 
the  Grovemment.  We  do  not  Wiink  it  can  be  described  as  one  of 
satisfaction.  Rightly  or  wrongly,  the  nation  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
Grovemment  and  does  not  feel  tnat  it  has  had  as  efficient  a  Govern- 
ment as  it  ought  to  have,  considering  the  capacity  and  devotion  to 
public  interests  of  individual  members  of  the  Cabinet." 

The  Government,  however,  is  thoroughly  satisfied  with  itself — did 
not  the  Standard  once  talk  of  "  compulsory  self -approval  "  1 


From  the  Saturday  Beview,  August  Wth,  1900. 

**It  has  long  been  the  regular  practice  of  Conservative  Govern- 
ments to  bring  up  important  measures  at  the  fag  end  of  a  session 
and  then  put  the  House  of  Lords  to  the  unpleasant  choice  between 
wrecking  Bills  and  supporting  the  Grovemment  by  leaving  them  un- 
discussed. We  are  bound  to  say  that  in  our  view  Lord  Kimberley 
was  thoroughly  entitled  to  protest  against  the  rushing  through  of 
the  Elementary  Education  Bill  on  Friday  week.  His  objection  was 
an  absolutely  sound  one,  and  we  say  so  with  the  less  hesitation  that 
we  entirely  disagree  with  the  argument  he  wanted  to  urge  asainst 
the  Bill.  Such  proceeding  is  d&respectful  to  the  Upper  House, 
injurious  to  the  measures  proposed,  and  inconsistent  with  political 
fairness.  .  .  .  It  is  also  an  unworthy  party  trick.  The  Unionist 
majority  in  the  Lords  is  so  enormous  that  it  is  useless,  as  Lord  Kimber- 
ley pointed  out,  for  the  Opposition  toprotest,  while  the  Ministerialists 
are  coerced  by  the  Grovemment  Whip  and  the  threat  of  dropping 
Bills  altogether.  On  the  other  hand,  when  a  Radical  Grovemment 
is  in  power,  all  the  dogs  of  Unionism  in  the  Upper  House  are  let  loose 
on  the  Grovemment's  Bills,  and  the  Ministry  put  to  every  incon- 
venience with  the  damaging  election  between  lengthening  the  session 
and  dropping  their  measures.  We  are  quite  aware  that  this  may  be 
very  smart  tactics,  it  may  be  the  party  game,  but  it  strikes  us  that  it 
is  not  playing  it  straight.  .  .  Is  it  not  curious  that  the  party 
which  is  supposed  to  be  the  special  champion  of  the  House  of  Ixjrds 
should  show  such  supreme  contempt  for  their  counsels  ?  If  the 
views  of  the  Lords  are  so  unimportant  and  of  so  little  value  that  the 
session's  few  dying  liours  are  all  that  can  be  spared  for  them,  while 
they  are  jockeyed  or  dragooned  into  spending  even  those  few  hours 
in  silence,  it  is  difficult  to  see  why  the  House  of  Lords  should  be 
preserved  as  a  deliberative  assembly  at  all.  What  other  inference 
can  the  country  possibly  draw  from  a  Unionist  Grovemment's  treat- 
ment of  the  Upper  House  ?  And  if  a  Conservative  Ministry  thinks 
the  Lords  not  worth  consulting,  still  more  so  should  a  Radical 
Government.  And  if  both  sides  are  agreed  that  the  opinion  of  the 
House  of  Lords  is  not  worth  having,  is  it  likely  tnat  both  are 
wrong  ?  Then  why  not  settle  an  old  dispute  and  end  them  ?  Surely 
no  elector  who  knows  what  happened  on  Thursday  and  Friday  week 
in  the  Lords  can  be  blamed  or  tnought  stupid  if  he  adopt  this  train 
of  reasoning." 

But  Liberals  have  long  known  that  the  House  of  Lords  is  merely 
kept  in  being  to  "  down  "  Liberal  Governments. 
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From  the  Saturday  Review,  August  llth,  1900. 

"The  Session  of  1900  has  been  very  trying  to  the  reputations 
of  our  leading  Parliamentarians.  The  course  of  foreign  a&irs, 
what  with  China  and  South  Africa,  has  been  a  series  of  shocks,  and 
this  tests  the  mettle  of  statesmen.  We  cannot  say  that  the  chief 
I>er8onage8  have  emerged  successfully  from  the  ordeal.  To  begin 
with  the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Commons,  our  admiration  of  Mr. 
Balfour's  dialectical  skill  and  general  intellectual  distinction  only 
increases  our  regret  at  the  petulance  which  he  has  so  often  dis- 
played. There  are  two  theories  about  Mr.  Balfour's  outbursts  of 
temper  :  the  one,  that  his  rage  is  merely  rhetorical  and  used  as  a 
weapon  to  beat  down  an  opponent :  the  other,  that  too  long  a  spell 
of  office  has  spoilt  what  used  to  be  the  sweetest  disposition  in  the 
world,  and  that  the  philosopher  is  genuinely  angry  with  those  who 
venture  to  criticise  him  or  his  colleagues.  We  do  not  know  which 
of  these  theories  is  correct ;  we  only  know  that  Mr.  Balfour's  in- 
creasing irritability,  of  which  his  attitude  towards  the  hospital 
inquiry  is  the  latest  specimen,  is  doing  him  harm  in  the  House  of 
Commons  and  in  the  country.  Whether  in  imitation  or  not,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  adopts  a  somewhat  similar  method  of  dealing  with  his 
assailants.  The  Colonial  Secretary  has  naturally  been  a  good  deal 
in  evidence  this  Session  ;  but  whenever  an  assault  is  made  upon  his 
South  African  policy  Mr.  Chamberlain  persists  in  treating  it  as  a 
vindictive  attack  upon  him  personally,  an  attitude  which  is  neither 
effective  nor  dignified." 

Not  a  very  flattering  estimate  of  the  Unionist  leaders  ! 


Goverament  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Agricultural  Report  of  Mr.  Wilson  Fox  on  the  wages  and 

Labourkbs'  Earnings.  *r?^*"^S  '"S^""^?  '"i?^  ^"^^ 

Kingdom.    [Cd — 346.]    Price  Ss.  4d. 

This  very  exhaustive  report  to  the  Labour  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Wilson  Fox,  Assistant- 
Commissioner  for  Labour,  formerly  Assistant-Commissioner  to  the 
Royal  Conmussion  on  Labour,  and  to  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Agriculture.  The  report  describes  the  various  classes  of  agricultural 
labourers,  their  duties,  and  the  terms  of  their  engagements.  An 
account  Ls  also  given  of  the  diflferent  ways  in  which  the  labourers' 
nominal  wages  are  augmented,  e.g ,  by  piecework,  extra  earnings  at 
liarvest,  etc.,  and  by  allowances  in  kind,  such  as  free  cottages,  potatoes, 
fuel,  etc.,  which  are  frequently  an  important  factor  of  their  total 
earnings. 

The  rates  of  wages  paid  to  the  various  classes  of  men  in  each 
county  are  given,  and  also  their  total  earnings,  including  all  cash 
payments  and  the  value  of  allowances  in  kind.  The  statistics  of 
^ages  and  earnings  relate  for  the  most  part  to  the  year  1898,  and  the 
report  Ls  accompanied  by  a  map  showing  the  average  earnings  of 
ordinary  agricultural  labourers  in  the  various  counties  of  the  United 
Kingdom, 
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Returns  have  also  been  collected  of  the  rates  of  wages  paidoa 
certain  farms  for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  charts  are  given,  baaed 
upon  these  returns,  showing  the  course  of  wages  for  fifty  years  (IKiO 
to  1899).  The  general  movement  in  agricultural  wages  between  It^^o 
and  July,  1900,  based  upon  information  supplied  by  chairmen  of  Rural! 
District  Councils  and  others,  is  also  dealt  with. 

The  inquiry  has  been  one  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  has  j^t^ 
sented  many  difficulties,  but  (says  Mr.  Bateman,  the  Statistical  C<xa^ 
troUer)  the  kind  assistance  rendered  by  numerous  correspondents  in  Q\ 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  has  enabled  satisfactory  results  to  bej 
attained. 

Varying  Systems  of  Engagement. 

There  are  different  systems  of  engagement  and  payment  ii 
England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  in  various  parts  of  some 
of  these  countries.  In  Scotland,  Wales,  the  North  of  Ekigland,  aid 
the  North  of  Ireland,  the  majority  of  farm  servants  are,  as  a  rule, 
yearly  or  half-yearly  terms  of  engagement,  and  are  paid  a  reguk* 
wage.  In  Scotland,  and  in  Northumberland  and  Durham,  board  aid 
lodging  are  usually  provided  free  in  the  farmhouses  for  unmarried 
men,  and  cottages  in  many  districts  for  married  men.  In  the  otha 
Northern  Counties  of  England,  and  also  in  Wales,  the  yearly  or  half- 
yearly  engagements  are  mainly  confined  to  the  unmarried  men,  whUe 
the  majority  of  married  men  regularly  attached  to  the  staff  of  a  farm 
are  on  weekly  engagements.  It  is  a  frequent  custom  in  Wales  and 
Ireland  to  give  married  men  their  meals  in  the  farmhouses  on  worJang 
days.  In  other  parts  of  England,  excepting  in  the  counties  abutting 
on  the  Welsh  border,  and  in  Ireland,  except  in  the  North,  the  majoritr 
of  agricultural  labourers  are  also  on  weekly  engagements,  thou^  ti» 
men  in  charge  of  animals  are  frequently  engaged  for  longer  periods. 
Throughout  the  greater  part  of  England  the  custom  of  lodging  and 
boarding  men  in  the  farmhouses  has  practically  ceased  to  exist.  The 
system  of  hiring  nearly  all  classes  of  farm  servants  at  fairs  obtains,  bit 
is  to  some  extent  declining,  in  Scotland,  the  North  of  England,  the 
North  of  Ireland,  and  in  a  few  districts  in  Wales,  chiefly  in  the  NortL 
In  other  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  the  system  is  nearly  extinct 

Although  time-payments  in  cash  form  the  main  part  of  agricultural 
labourers'  earnings,  the  method  of  remuneration  greatly  varies  in 
different  parts  of  the  Kingdom.  Where  the  hiring  system  prevails, 
extra  cash  payments  for  piecework,  hay  and  com  harvest,  overtime, 
etc.,  are  few,  if  any,  while  allowances  in  kind,  such  as  board  and 
lodging  for  unmarried  men,  and  free  cottage,  potatoes,  fuel,  etc,  for 
married  men,  are  frequent.  On  the  other  hand,  where  the  engage- 
ments are  shorter,  and  the  rates  of  cash  wages  are  lower,  as  in  the 
arable  districts  of  the  Eastern  and  Southern  Counties,  more  piecework- 
is  done,  and  extra  payments  in  cash  at  hay  and  com  harvests  and  for 
overtime  can  be  earned  ;  while  men  in  charge  of  animals  often  receive 
lamb  money,  joumey  money,  etc.,  free  cottages,  and  other  allowances 
in  kind. 
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Wages  Kates  in  Different  Counties. 

The  weekly  wages  are  lowest  in  the  arable  counties.  In  Norfolk, 
afiblk,  Wilts,  Dorset,  and  Gloucester,  also,  the  average  rates  of  cash 
ages  of  ordinary  labourers  were  lowest  in  1898  (the  average  rates  of 
Lsh  wages  being  from  lis.  5d.  to  128.).  The  amounts  by  which  the 
)tal  earnings  exceeded  these  wages  were  from  28.  lid.  a  week  to 
s.  3d.  On  the  other  hand,  in  Derbyshire,  Lancashire,  Cumberland 
nd  Westmoreland,  where  cash  wages  were  highest  (from  17s.  to 
8«.  2d.),  the  amounts  by  which  the  total  earnings  exceeded  these 
rages  were  from  Is.  4d.  a  week  to  Is.  9d. 

The  aetual  earnings  of  ordinary  agricultural  labourers  in  1898  are 
hown  on  the  map.  There  were  two  counties  in  England  where  they 
rere  20s.  or  upwards  (Durham  and  Northumberland),  six  counties 
rhere  they  were  between  19s.  and  20s.,  six  counties  between  18s.  and 
9s.,  seven  counties  between  17s.  and  18s.,  nine  counties  between  IGs. 
nd  178.,  eight  counties  between  15s.  and  IGs.,  and  four  counties 
>etween  148.  and  15s.  The  counties  in  which  the  earnings  were  lowest 
D  1898  were  Dorset,  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  the  average  being  Hs.  9d. 
n  Dorset  and  Norfolk,  and  14s.  5d.  in  Suffolk.  Having  regard  to  the 
ise  in  wages  in  1899,  it  is  safe  to  assume  that  in  neither  of  these 
wunties  in  that  year  was  the  average  under  15s.  In  the  present  year 
he  earnings  will  no  doubt  be  again  higher,  for  in  many  parts  of 
S'orfolk  the  weekly  cash  wages  alone  have  amounted  to  13s. 

Mining  and  Manufactures. 

As  regards  the  effects  of  mining  and  manufactures  on  wages,  the 
Eleport  says :  "  The  higher  predominant  rates  of  cash  wages  in  the 
N^orthem  counties  are  undoubtedly  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
attractions  of  town  life,  and  to  the  influence  exercised  by  the  large 
aumber  of  manufacturing,  mining,  and  other  industries  carried  on  not 
)nly  in  the  numerous  large  towns  situated  in  these  counties,  but  also  in 
the  very  centre  of  the  agricultural  districts  themselves — industries  in 
Brhich  the  wages  paid  are  almost  invariably  higher  than  those  usually 
obtained  in  the  agricultural  industry.  The  smaller  number  of  extra 
payments  made  at  particular  seasons  to  the  labourers  in  some  of  the 
Northern  counties  is  a  further  cause  of  the  higher  cash  wages  paid  in 
those  counties,  such  wages  being  thus  more  evenly  distributed  over 
the  whole  of  the  year."  In  some  counties,  such  as  Norfolk,  Suffolk, 
Rutland,  and  Buckingham,  almost  purely  rural,  and  subjected  to  little 
influence  from  large  towns,  and  important  industries,  the  difference 
between  the  highest  and  lowest  rates  generally  paid  is  not  more  than 
Is.  or  2s.  per  week.  In  counties  like  Essex,  Kent,  and  Surrey,  feeling 
the  influence  of  the  metropolis,  and  Worcester  and  Warwick,  affected  by 
the  proximity  of  Birmingham  and  other  manufacturing  districts  of  the 
Midlands,  the  difference  amounts  to  as  much  as  7s.  and  8s.  In  Kent 
the  rates  of  17s.  or  18s.  occurred  in  the  rural  districts  of  Bromley,  a 
suburb  of  London,  and  in  Hoo  and  Stroud,  close  to  Chatham.  But 
12s.  was  the  prevailing  rate  in  the  rural  districts  of  Cranbrook  and 
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Tenterden,  in  the  South  of  the  county,  which  are  some  distance  fra* 
any  important  urban  centre. 

Wages  in  1898. 
The  average  earnings  per  week  in  1898  (including  the  value  d  afi 
allowances  in  kind)  of  ordinary  agricultural  labourers  in  England,  sni 
of  the  classes  most  nearly  corresponding  to  those  in  other  parts  of  tfes 
United  Kingdom,  are  : —  ^  ^ 

England    1610 

Wales    16  5 

Scotland    18  1 

Ireland    10  1 

The  county  in  the  United  Kingdom  where  the  average  weeklj 
earnings  were  highest  in  1898  was  Renfrew,  in  Scotland,  where  th^ 
were  21s.  9d.,  and  they  were  lowest  in  Mayo,  Ireland,  where  they  wert 
88.  7d.  The  report  shows  that  these  earnings  would  be  somevbi: 
higher  in  1899,  for  in  the  districts  reported  on  wages  rose  by  4<Li 
head,  compared  with  1898.  In  June,  1900,  compared  with  June, 
they  rose  by  about  8Jd.  a  head. 

Changes  in  Fifty  Years. 

Particulars  have  been  obtained  from  a  considerable  number  i 
farms  in  the  United  Kingdom  as  to  the  rates  of  weekly  cash  waes 
paid  on  these  farms  for  a  long  series  of  years.  The  figures  show  thai 
in  the  last  fifty  years  there  has  been  a  marked  increase.  The  averae- 
increase  from  1850  to  1899  on  thirty-three  farms  in  EIngland  and 
Wales  amounted  to  48  per  cent.  Though  it  has  not  been  found  possiol* 
to  treat  the  figures  for  Scotland  and  Ireland  in  the  same  way,  th: 
information  obtained  is  comparable.  For  Scotland  the  rates  of  yearly 
wages  paid  on  farms  in  six  Lowland  counties  show  increase  amon^ 
others,  of  from  J&17  to  MiS  6s.  for  married  horsemen  living  in  cottages, 
and  from  £IS  to  X32  for  unmarried  horsemen  lodged  and  boarde»i 
For  Ireland  a  farm  in  Wicklow  may  serve.  In  the  same  period  thb 
weekly  wages  of  the  ordinary  labourer  have  increased  from  8s.  to  12v 

The  48  per  cent,  increase  on  certain  English  and  Welsh  farms  mcs: 
be  discounted  a  little  for  the  fact  that  1850  was  a  year  of  depressicm. 
If  1855  be  taken  as  the  starting  point — a  year  in  which  the  Crimean 
War  put  wages  up — the  increase  since  that  time  is  found  to  be  only  oo** 
of  22  per  cent.  It  was  21  per  cent.,  too,  as  early  as  in  1877,  but  then 
the  average  price  of  wheat  was  SGs.  9d.  per  quarter,  and  of  barler 
398.  8d.    Mr.  Fox  says  :— 

**  1878  saw  the  last  of  a  very  high  wage  period  in  agriculture.  The  year 
1879  was  one  of  the  most  disastrous  experienced  by  agriculturists  during  tiie 
century,  owing  to  the  extraordioary  amount  of  wet  weather,  which  ruined 
the  harvest,  injured  the  flocks  and  herds,  and  greatly  deteriorated  the  land, 
especially  heavy  and  clay  soils,  for  a  number  of  years.  At  this  period 
commenced  to  fall.  Following  upon  the  bad  season  of  1880,  prices  of 
agricultural  produce  began  to  decline  steadily,  and,  in  addition,  there  wen* 
in  the  eighties  several  very  unfavourable  seasons.  A  slight  recovery  t*4 
place  in  1889-92  ;  but  acute  agricultural  depression  existed  in  1893-94,  price* 
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ng  very  low  and  seasons  most  injurious.  Wages  again  fell.  In  1893, 
ing  to  the  prolonged  drought,  there  was  hardly  any  grass  for  animals,  the 
7  and  com  crops  and  root  crops  were  in  many  districts  almost  burnt  up, 
L  consequently,  in  the  winter  of  1893-94  many  farmers  had  an  insufficient 
)ply  of  food  for  their  live  stock.  In  1893,  the  average  price  of  wheat  was 
i.  4d.,  and  of  barley  25s.  7d.  per  qr.,  and  in  1894  the  prices  were  228.  lOd. 
1  248.  6d.  per  qr.  respectively. 

'  In  1894-95  wages  in  certain  counties  were  lower  than  they  had  been  since 
i  sixties.  But  since  1895  an  upward  movement  has  been  taking  place, 
i  this  is  attributed  in  a  great  measure  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  which  has 
en  felt  in  many  agricultural* districts  owing  to  the  competition  of  the 
knofacturing  centres,  the  collieries,  and  the  building  trades.  But,  in 
dition,  farmers  have  been  in  rather  better  circumstances  during  the  last 

0  or  three  years,  owing  to  several  favoiurable  seasons  in  succession." 

itween  1895  and  1898,  there  was  an  increase  computed  at  11  Jd. 
r  head  of  labourers'  weekly  wages  for  England  and  Wales.  For  the 
orthem  Counties  it  was  Is.  l^d.,  in  the  Midland  Counties  (in- 
ading  in  this  case  Derby  and  Notts)  lOd.,  and  in  the  Eastern 
^unties  (including  Lincolnshire)  Is.  0|d.  Mr.  Fox  makes  some 
mparisons  with  other  industries  : — 

''Between  the  end  of  1895  and  the  end  of  1898  the  net  increase  in 
aekly  wages  in  the  building  trade,  if  spread  over  the  total  number  of  build- 
g  operatives  in  the  United  Kingdom,  is  computed  at  7|d.  per  head.  In  the 
ining  and  quarrying  industry,  the  corresponding  increase  is  estimated  at 
L  5d.  per  head,  and  in  the  metal,  engineering,  and  shipbuilding  industries 
,  9^.  per  head  of  those  employed.  In  the  textile  trades  wages  remained 
ationary." 

ther  statistics  enable  a  comparison  between  1898,  1899,  and  1900 
)  show  a  continuance  of  the  upward  movement.  For  many  men  in 
incolnshire  the  rates  for  both  summer  and  winter  hirings  in  1899 
ent  up  Is.  a  week,  and  in  the  first  six  months  of  1900  by  a  further 
8.  or  Is.  6d.    In  Notts  the  rise  was  rather  greater.    The  general  rise 

1  1899  was,  however,  only  4d.,  and  that  of  1900  in  June  was  8Jd. 


Return  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the 
High  Court  of      Probate  and  other  divisions  of  the  High  Court 
Justice  Clerks.     who  are  still  serving  after  having  attained 
sixty-five  years  of  age,  with  their  respective 
ges  and  length  of  service  ;  of  the  number  of  clerks  of  twenty  years* 
ervice  and  upwards  who  were  still  serving  on  April  5th  on  J&200  per 
Limum  in  the  same  class  as  when  they  entered  the  office,  with  their 
•espective  ages;  and  similar  information  as   to  clerks  of  between 
ifteen  and  twenty  years'  service,  and  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  years' 
«rvice.  [259.] 

This  return  shows  that  twenty-five  clerks  in  the  High  Court  are 
Jtill  serving  whose  ages  range  from  sixty-five  to  seventy-five,  and  their 
terms  of  service  from  thirty-two  to  fifty-four  years  ;  that  six  clerks  of 
twenty  years'  service  and  upwards,  one  of  whom  is  seventy-one,  were 
Btill  serving  on  April  5th  on  X200  per  annum  in  the  same  class  as  when 
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they  entered ;  of  between  fifteen  and  twenty  years'  service  six  were 
also  still  serving,  and  of  ten  to  fifteen  years'  service  twenty-two 
still  serving,  all  on  £200  per  annum  and  in  the  same  class  as  when  they 
entered. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 


The  Chamberlain-Hawksley  Correspondence. 

L.P — Mr.  Chamberlain  has  (1)  admitted,  (2)  denied,  and  (h 
re-admitted  the  existence  of  what  is  known  as  the  Chamberkiii- 
Hawksley  correspondence  in  connection  with  the  Jameson  Raiii 
The  following  are  the  various  replies  he  has  given  to  questions  pat 
to  him  in  the  House  on  the  subject : — 

(1)  August  m,  1897. 

**  De.  Clark  asked  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  whether  it  was  a  U^t 
that,  after  copies  of  the  cablegrams  between  Mr.  Rhodes  and  Dr.  Harr* 
between  July  and  December,  1896,  had  been  returned  to  Mr.  Hawkslej.  * 
correspondence  in  regard  to  them  took  place  between  the  Colonial  Secretarr 
and  Mr.  Hawksley  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  would  lay  this  correspondence 
upon  the  table  of  the  House. 

'*Mb.  Chamberlain:  Some  correspondence  took  place  when  thecabk- 
grams  were  shown  to  the  Colonial  Office  ;  but  I  am  unaware  of  any  publk 
or  private  object  which  would  be  served  by  its  publication." 

(2)  August  3rd,  1900. 

"Mr.  MacNeill  asked  whether  among  the  archives  any  copies  of  tht 
Rhodes,  Chamberlain  and  Hawksley  correspondence  had  been  found. 

**Mii.  Chamberlain  :  No,  sir,  there  is  no  such  correspondence  (cries  (»i 
*  Oh,  oh and  there  never  has  been  any  such  correspondence." 

(3)  Au:tust  7th,  1900. 

**  Mr.  MacNeill  asked  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether,  on 
June  6th,  1896,  the  cablegrams  and  letters  known  as  the  Rhodes-Hawkslev 
correspondence  were,  at  the  Colonial  Secretary's  request,  delivered  to  him  by 
Mr.  Hawksley,  who  wrote  then  a  covering  letter ;  whether  copies  of  thi- 
correspondence  had  in  accordance  with  practice  been  retained  at  the  Coloniii 
Office ;  and,  if  not,  why  not ;  had  Mr.  Hawksley's  covering  letter  betn 
retained  at  the  Colonial  Office ;  was  there  a  subsequent  correspondence 
between  Mr.  Hawksley  and  the  Colonial  Secretary;  and  whether  the 
Colonial  Secretary  would  now  publish  the  correspondence  between  himself 
and  Messrs.  Rhodes  and  Hawksley. 

**  Mr.  Chamberlain  :  I  know  of  no  correspondence  which  can  properly  he 
described  as  the  Rhodes-Hawksley  correspondence,  and  I  have  never  W 
any  correspondence  with  Mr.  Rhodes  in  connection  with  the  Jameson  raid 
T  have  repeatedly  stated  that  copies  of  the  cables  which  passed  betireen 
England  and  South  Africa  were  sent  to  me  for  confidential  perusal  »wi 
return,  and  were  returned  accordingly — ^no  copies  being  kept.  Tne  majontr 
of  those  cables  were  subsequently  produced  by  the  cable  company  to  the 
Committee  of  Inquiry.  The  substance  of  the  covering  letter  and  my  repl> 
was  stated  to  the  Committee.  Several  letters  passed  subsequently  between 
Mr.  Hawksley  and  myself  which  I  have  ofiered  to  show  to  the  leader  of  tk 
Opposition  and  to  the  right  hon.  member  for  Monmouthshire  if  they  deare 
it.    I  see  no  reasons  for  publishing  these  letters." 

Has  there,  then,  "  never  been  any  such  correspondence  "  1 
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The  "  Unfortunate  Delay  "  of  Waima. 


.S. — ^There  is  no  doubt  that  but  for  the  pressure  of  individual 
members  of  Parliament  the  Grovernment  would  have  failed  to 
insist  upon  compensation  from  the  French  Government  for  the 
three  British  officers  killed  at  Waima  in  1893.  The  French  have 
now  agreed  to  arbitrate  in  the  matter,  but  the  Foreign  Office  has 
treated  very  contemptuously  those  who  have  pressed  for  compen- 
sation. Mr.  Arnold  White  (a  Unionist),  writing  to  the  Times  of 
August  13th,  says  : — 

Had  the  Foreign  Office  not  given  way  at  the  eleventh  hour  and  saved  its 
ice  by  patching  up  an  arrangement  with  France  which  would  easily  have  been 
lade  by  business  men  in  1894,  Conservative  members  would  have  gone  into 
lie  lobby  against  the  Grovemment  and  the  division  would  have  proved  that 
be  patriotism  of  the  House  of  Commons  cannot  be  trifled  with  even  by  the 
lermanent  staff  of  the  Foreign  Office." 

It  is  easy  to  understand  the  denunciations  that  would  have  come 
from  the  Conservative  press  and  platform  had  all  this  "  unfortunate 
delay  "  taken  place  under  a  Liberal  Government. 


Mr.  Sydney  Buxton's  "  Handbook  to  Political  Quastions "  is  well 
tnown,  and  since  the  last  edition  (the  ninth)  was  published,  in  1892, 
Mr.  Buxton  has  now  issued  a  supplement.  There  is  an  appendix 
bringing  up  to  date  the  various  sections  of  the  Handbook,  whilst  the 
aew  subjects  discussed  are  Old  Age  PenaionSy  PMic  Control  of 
Voluntary  Schools,  Sale  of  Liquor  to  the  Child  Messenger,  and  the 
iifferent  phases  of  the  Liquor  Question  which  have,  of  late,  been 
brought  into  greater  prominence  through  the  Reports  of  the  Licensing 
Commission,  i.e.,  Compensation  for  Dispossession,  Tied  Houses,  and 
Gro(xrs'  Licences.  The  work  is  excellently  done,  and  the  Supplement 
(published  by  Mr.  Murray  at  half-a-crown)  is  as  indispensable  to 
politicians  as  its  parent  Handbook  has  been  for  any  number  of  years. 


In  The  Nineteenth  Century  the  opening  article  is  by  Mr.  Edmund 
Robertson,  Q.C,  M.P.,  late  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  who 
writes  upon  the  text.  Business  Principles  in  the  Public  Service. 
He  recommends  a  Select  Committee  to  sit  upon  the  Estimates 
both  before  they  are  vot^  and  after  they  are  executed,  with  the 
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power  of  calling  before  it  for  examination  the  officials  responsible 
for  proposing  them  and  for  administering  them.  Colonel 
Lonsdale  Hale  writes  on  The  Staff  Work  in  the  War,  and  Mr. 
Benjamin  Taylor  discusses  The  Burden  of  Coal,  Th«  most  ito- 
portant  article  dealing  with  the  war  is  bj  Mr.  Mur%*ay  Gathric, 
M.P.,  who  writes  upon  The  South  African  War  Hospital^  and 
generally  confirms  the  statements  ot  Mr.  Burdett-Coutts  : 
pointing  out  gross  neglect  of  sanitary  arrangements. 

The  Contemporary  Review  gives  first  place  to  two  Chinese  articles —  I 
What  to  do  with  China,  by  "  An  Old  China  Resident,"  sod 
''Intimate  Boxers,*^  by  Mr.  E.  H.  Parker.  Mr.  Stead  discasm 
Count  Mouravieff  amd  his  Successor.  Mr.  Frederick  Mackamm 
writes  on  The  Cause  of  the  Cape  Rebellion  and  its  Cure,  and  BOffi 
Edith  Sellers  on  Old  Age  Pensions  in  Denmark, 

In  The  Fortnightly  Review  the  leading  article,  from  a  polid<at 
point  of  view,  is  the  opening  one,  which  is  entitled,  The  Outfoimg 
Government — a  Rough  Balance  Sheet,  Dealing  only  with  Foreigm 
affairs  Mr.  Whates  enumerates  26  successes  and  18  failures  of  the 
Government  in  this  particular  domain.  Referring  to  finance  he 
adds,  "  The  increase  of  4d.  in  the  pound  in  the  income  tax  a 
hardly  one  of  the  successes."  An  anonymous  writer  contributes  a 
spiritedly  written  article  entitled,  A  Lead  for  Liberalism.  He 
considers  that  Liberalism  will  find  the  next  task  which  the 
Nation  will  ask  it  to  undertake  in  restoring  the  financial 
equilibrium  which  has  been  overthrown  by  the  present  Govern* 
ment.  "  Finance,''  he  says,  **  will  be  the  issue  for  Liberalism  in 
the  next  era,  as  was  franchise  in  the  past."  He  also  remarks, 
"It  is  as  certain  as  anything  still  below  the  horizon  can  well  be 
that  the  next  few  years  will  witness  a  renaissance  of  the  spirit  <A 
reform  comparable  with  the  great  revivals  of  1868  and  1880." 
Other  articles  dealing  with  public  affairs  are.  The  Delagoa  Bay 
Arbitration,  by  Mr.  M.  Mcllwraith;  WeAluxiys  are  Ready — pointing; 
out  our  Naval  unreadiness  —  by  Mr.  Rollo  Appleyard ;  The  Care  if 
the  Sick  and  Wounded  in  War,  by  Surgeon-Col.  Welch,  and  The 
Coming  Settlement  in  China^  by  "  Diplomaticus." 


The^Handbook,  "  Five  Years  of  Tory  Government,"  was,  as  issued, 
revised  up  to  the  end  of  May ;  eight  additional  pages  are  now  readr, 
bringing Jt  up  to  the  end  of  last  Session,  and  may  be  obtained  for  Id., 
post  free,  from  42,  Parliament-street. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 


This  is  a  Special  Election  Number  of  tho  Magazine,  flealin<;  more 
especially  with  that  part  of  the  Government  Record  not  dealt  with  in 
the  Handbook  "  Five  Years  of  Tory  Government — Homo  Affairs."  The 
next  (November)  number  will  contain  the  "  Diary  of  the  Month  "  for 
September  and  October,  as  well  as  all  the  customary  Goneral  Eloction 
stotLstics. 
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THE  GOVERNMENT'S  FOREIGN  RECORD. 


In  the  pages  next  ensuing  we  give  a  series  of  articles  summarising  tl» 
Government's  career  in  the  sphere  of  Foreign  Affairs,  altogether  apart 
from  South  Africa.  In  the  Near  East,  the  Far  East,  in  India,  Siam, 
Tunis,  and  Madagascar  the  Government's  policy  has  everywhere  heea 
distinguished  by  the  same  characteristics.  Well,,  indeed,  may  its 
candid  friends  write  to  the  Times  of  "  the  muddle  and  weakness  and 
vacillation  which  have  marked  the  career  of  the  present  Cabinet" 
If  the  motto  for  the  Jubilee  was  "Lest  we  forget" — the  motto  for 
the  Khaki  Election  should  surely  be  "  Lest  we  remember." 


THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  NEAR  EAST. 


One  of  the  most  important  things  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed 
to  pass  out  of  the  minds  of  the  electors  is  the  complete  failure  of  the 
Government's  policy  in  the  Near  East.  In  the  events  that  occurred, 
the  intentions  of  the  Government  were  no  doubt  excellent,  and  the 
language  in  which  they  were  expressed  was  admirable,  but  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  put  into  execution  showed  all  the  usual  features  of 
the  Government's  foreign  policy — bold  threats  and  comprehensive  pro* 
posals,  coupled  with  an  extraordinary  lack  of  resourcefulness,  an  inabUitr 
to  anticipate  events  before  they  arose,  and  finally  a  pessimistic  dis- 
position which  regarded  everything  untoward  as  "inevitable,"  and 
outside  the  control  of  statesmanship  or  diplomacy. 

The  Armenian,  Cretan  and  Greek  questions,  so  to  speak,  ran  into 
each  other,  and,  briefly  stated,  the  circumstances  of  them  w^ere  these. 
The  Armenian  massacres  commenced  at  the  close  of  Lord  Roseberr  ^ 
administration,  and  Lord  Rosebery,  preparatory  to  any  action  the 
Government  might  determine  to  take,  ordered  the  British  ConsuUr 
officers  in  the  East  to  prepare  definite  and  authentic  reports  of  what 
had  taken  place.  Lord  Rosebery's  Government  gave  way  to  that  of  Loni 
Salisbury,  and  the  reports  were  presented  to  the  new  administration. 
They  disclosed  a  state  of  affairs  which  it  seemed  almost  impossible  to 
exaggerate,  and  which  filled  the  whole  of  Europe  with  horror.  The 
result  of  the  first  series  of  massacres  was  thus  described  by  Lord  (then 
Mr.)  Curzon : — 

**  The  massacres  were  opsnly  participated  in  by  Turkish  soldiers.  Tbe 
proceedings  were  conducted  with  an  organisation  that  was  perfect  and  abwet 
mathematical .  The  massacres  in  some  cases  began  and  ended  by  sound  oi 
trumpet.  .  .  .  I  do  not  care  to  dispute  with  my  hon.  friend  on  this  side 
of  the  House  as  to  the  actual  number  of  the  slain.  The  number  of  2b,0C0 
has  been  given  on  the  authority  of  the  delegates  of  the  six  embassies  at  Con- 
stantinople ;  and  further,  the  evidence  on  which  they  act^d  was  eudeuce 
derived  from  their  consuls  on  the  spot— the  evidence  of  eye-witnesses, 
missionaries,  priests,  travellers,  and  others — imd  these  figures  are  only 
given  where  the  data  for  a  correct  estimate  exist,  and  many  of  the  district* 
are  omitted  altogether.  I  myself  believe  that  the  number  of  25,000,  instead  oi 
being  a  maximnmy  is  rather  a  minimum.    It  is  fair  also  to  licar  in  mind  the 
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incidents  that  have  foUowed  this  carnival  of  blood.  Whole  districts  have 
been  desolated  ;  whole  villages  have  been  destroyed.  Thousands  of  persons 
are  at  the  present  moment  wandering  about  in  the  cold  mountain  districts 
of  Asia  Minor,  homeless,  penniless,  clotheless,  foodless,  and  capable  of 
absorbing  every  penny  of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  pounds  that  you  can  send 
them.  I  do  say  deliberately,  seeing  that  this  has  been  challenged  in  this 
House — and  I  am  only  repeating  what  has  been  said  by  others  of  greater 
responsibility  than  myself — that  this  is  one  of  the  most  appalling  stories  of 
misery  I  have  ever  read.  If  the  old  saying  is  true  that  *  mortal  tears  to 
mortal  woes  are  due,*  I  cannot  myself  imagine  a  more  pathetic  spectacle  in 
history." — {Hointe  of  Commons,  March  3rrf,  1896.) 

Moved  by  these  occurrences  Lord  Salisbury  used  languap^e  towards 
the  Sultan  of  Turkey  which  was  of  the  gi-avest  character.  With  some- 
difficulty  he  induced  the  Concert  of  Europe  to  agree  to  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  demand  for  a  scheme  of  reforms,  and  uttered  the  following: 
serious  and  significant  words  : — 

**  But,  supposing  the  Sultan  will  not  give  these  reforms,  what  is  to' 
follow  ?  The  first  answer  I  should  give  is. that,  above  all  treaties  and  above 
all  combinations  of  external  powers,  *  the  nature  of  things,'  if  you  please, 
or  *  the  providence  of  God,'  if  you  please  to  put  it  so,  has  determined  that 
persistent  and  con.stant  misgovemment  must  lead  the  Government  which 
follows  it  to  its  doom  ;  and  while  I  readily  admit  that  it  w  quite  possible  for 
the  SuUnn  of  Turkey^  if  he  tmll,  to  govern  all  his  subjects  in  justice  and  in 
peact^  he  is  not  exempt  more  than  any  other  potentate  from  the  law  that 
injustice  will  bring  the  highest  on  earth  to  ruin." — (Mansion  Houses 
November  9th,  1895.) 

The  Sultan  did  not  "give  these  reforms,"  and  Lord  Salisbury  then 
directed  himself  to  the  task  of  inducing  the  Concert  of  Europe  to  bring 
pressure  to  be^r.  In  this  task  he  absolutely  failed.  Kussia,  which 
had  already  declared  (August  9th,  1895)  that  "  the  idea  of  the  employ- 
ment of  force  was  personally  repugnant  to  the  Emperor,"  absolutely 
refused  to  accede  to  his  proposals.  As  Sir  Philip  Currie  declared,  in 
his  Report,  published  March,  1896  : — 

"  The  effect  of  Prince  Lobanoff's  reply  was  clear  enough.  The  Russian 
Government  refused  to  sanction  any  course  of  conduct  which  might  lead  to 
European  interference  with  the  internal  affiurs  of  Turkey." 

Lord  Salisbury  then  for  the  time  being  folded  his  hands.  He  declared 
he  had  uttered  no  threats  to  Turkey  : — 

**  A  preacher  may  be  very  earnest  in  denouncing  sin,  but  he  is  not  bound 
to  come  down  from  the  pulpit,  take  a  big  stick  and  inflict  chastisement  on 
the  impenitent.  And,  therefore,  when  I  say  that  there  is  a  gangrene  in  the 
extremity  of  Europe,  do  not  assume  that  I  am  making  any  kind  of  implica- 
tion that  I  intend  to  volunteer  for  the  role  of  physician  to  cut  it  out." — 
(Dover,  Aug^ut  IbUi,  1896.) 

The  Sultan's  Government,  of  whom  he  had  previously  said,  "it  is 
quite  possible  for  the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  if  he  will,  to  govern  all  his 
subjects  in  justice  and  in  peace,"  was  now  declared  to  be  "m^coA;, 
unretchedy  impotent,  powerless.^^  England  apparently  was  "weak, 
etched,  impotent,  powerless  "  also — for  Lord  Salisbury  declared  : — 

"When  you  are  dealing  with  a  population  situated  in  the  mountains, 
^  from  the  seashore,  you  are  deceiving  yourself  if  you  imagine  that  the 
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navy  of  England,  strong  as  it  is,  could  have  done  anything  to  mitigafe 
these  horrors.  Nothing  but  a  military  occupation  could  have  done  it 
and  England  does  not  possess  the  power  of  a  military  occupation  to  that 
extent." — {Umise  of  L<yrdsy  January  Zlst,  1896.) 

At  the  end  of  August,  1896,  however,  the  massacres  broke  oat 
afresh  and  in  the  streets  of  Constantinople  itself.  The  whole  counUr 
was  roused  with  indignation,  and  Lord  Salisbury's  hand  being 
strengthened  by  the  agitation  that  ensued,  he  again  approached  the 
<Joncert  of  Europe.  This  time  he  was  more  successful.  Russia  gave 
way,  and  on  November  25th,  the  British  Ambassador  at  St.  Petersbarg 
telegraphed  as  follows  : — 

**  I  called  upon  M.  Chichkine  to-day,  who  told  me  that  he  had  seen  the 
Emperor  last  Monday.  His  Excellency  stated  that,  after  having  given 
further  explanations  to  His  Majesty,  he  had  been  authorised  to  telepaph 
to  the  Russian  Ambassador  in  London,  for  communication  to  your  Lord- 
ship, and  to  inform  me  that  should  the  Sultan  resort  to  his  custonury 
tergiversation  in  regard  to  the  reforms  which  were  recommended  by  the 
Ambassadors  at  Constantinople,  the  Imperial  Government  would  not  refuse 
to  take  into  consideration  your  Lordship's  proposal  for  the  application  of 
coercive  measures,  provided  that  there  was  unanimity  among  the  Powas. 
His  Excellency  also  said  that  he  had  just  informed  the  Turkish  Ambas- 
sador that  your  Lordship's  proposal  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Russian 
Government,  and  that  should  the  Sultan  refuse  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tions made  measures  of  compulsion  would  be  employed." 

A  scheme  of  reforms  was  prepared,  and  it  looked  as  though  something 
was  really  going  to  be  done,  but  at  the  moment  when  the  time  came  to 
present  the  scheme  and  apply  the  necessary  pressure  the  whole  matter 
was  postponed  by  the  outbreak  in  Crete  and  the  landing  of  the  Greek 
troops. 

Lord  Salisbury  had  now  a  threefold  task  before  him : — 

1.  He  had  to  quiet  the  disturbance  in  Crete,  and,  if  possible,  to 

withdraw  the  island  from  Turkish  rule. 

2.  He  had  to  protect  Greece  from  the  consequences  of  the  indis- 

cretion into  which  she  had  been  driven  by  the  excited  feeling 
of  her  population. 

3.  He  had  above  all  to  prevent,  at  all  hazards,  a  war  between 

Turkey  and  Greece.  Such  a  war  could  only  end  in  the 
humiliation  of  Greece  and  the  rehabilitation  of  the  Sultan 
• — and  was  thus  certain  to  wreck  the  schemes  of  reform  to 
which  Lord  Salisbury  had  induced  the  Concert  so  tardilj 
to  pledge  itself. 

How  he  succeeded  in  this  task  can  be  very  briefly  told.  He  had 
pitted  against  him  the  "three  Emperors,"  who  while  they  desired 
to  take  a  severe  and  strict  attitude  towards  Greece  were  most 
anxious  to  prevent  war.  Lord  Salisbury  not  only  failed  to  save 
Greece  from  the  Emperors — he  failed  to  save  it  from  the  Turks.  A 
strong  statesman  would  have  thwarted  both.  Lord  Salisbury  fdl 
between  two  stools.  This  is  the  record  of  his  diplomacy :  He  took  no 
effective  steps  to  prevent  the  Greeks  landing  but  joined  in  the  demADd 
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that  they  should  be  withdrawn.  He  insisted  on  this  demand  being  in 
the  form  of  a  "  sommation  "  (wliich  allowed  of  further  negotiation),  and 
not  an  **  ultimatum  "  (which  meant  that  all  negotiations  were  over),  but 
allowed  the  Powers  to  treat  it  as  an  ultimatum  notwithstanding.  He 
prised  the  Powers  to  appoint  a  Governor-General.  None  was  appointed. 
He  refused  to  join  in  a  blockade  of  the  Greek  coast  (which  would  have 
prevented  the  war)  unless  the  Powers  occupied  the  whole  island.  The 
Powers  refused.  When  war  was  imminent  he  proposed  the  formation 
of  a  neutral  zone  between  the  Turkish  and  Greek  forces,  but  the 
suggestion  was  so  coldly  received  that  he  did  not  venture  to  press  it. 
Finally  he  consented  to  the  blockade,  in  which  he  had  refused  to  join, 
but  when  he  had  done  so  it  was  too  late,  and  the  war  broke  out  in 
spite  of  it.  The  result  of  this  miserable  story  was  that  Greece  was 
humiliated,  the  Greek  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Crete,  the  Turkish 
troops  were  allowed  to  remain,  the  Sultan,  whose  deposition  seemed 
at  one  time  probable,  was  triumphantly  rehabilitated,  the  whole  scheme 
of  Armenian  reforms  went  by  the  board  and  passed  into  oblivion,  and 
the  Cretan  question  seemed  hung  up  indefinitely. 

The  Armenian  question  has  never  been  revived.  The  remnant  of 
the  prostrate  and  afflicted  Armenian  people  remains  subjected  to  the 
unmitigated  misrule  of  the  Sultan.  In  Crete,  however,  things  took  a 
happier  turn.  After  a  pause  of  many  months,  an  outbreak  occurred 
on  September  6th,  1898,  at  Candia,  in  which  some  British  soldiers  and 
bluejackets  were  slaughtered  by  the  Moslems.  The  Admirals  of  the 
allied  fleet  in  Cretan  water — and  in  particular,  the  British  Admiral, 
Admiral  Noel — took  prompt  and  vigorous  action,  and  completely 
succeeded  where  Lord  Salisbury  and  the  statesmen  of  Europe  had 
failed.  In  a  few  weeks  the  Turkish  troops  had  been  cleared  out  "  baig 
and  baggage,"  and  Prince  Greorge  of  Greece  was  installed  as  Governor 
of  the  island.  The  person  to  whom  this  satisfactory  result  must  be 
attributed  has  been  frankly  recognised  by  Lord  Salisbury  and  Sir 
Michael  Hicks-Beach.    Lord  Salisbury  thus  spoke  of  Admiral  Noel : — 

**I  believe  that  if  we  are  able  to  restore  to  Europe  a  pacified  and  well- 
administered  Crete,  it  will  be  more  due  to  his  individual  action  than  that  of 
any  living  man." — {Mansion  House,  November  9thy  1898.) 

Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  was  still  more  emphatic : — 

*^  The  Elastem  question  was  still  with  us,  not,  as  then,  in  Armenia,  but  in 
Crete.  The  question  of  Crete,  he  was  glad  to  say,  within  the  last  .few  weeks 
had  assumed  a  new  shape.  There  had  been  a  rising  of  some  of  the 
Mahomedans,  and  the  English  admiral  had  acted  with  the  promptitude  and 
vigour  of  an  English  seaman  ;  and  on  his  initiative  her  Majesty  s  GU>vem- 
ment,  in  concert  with  Russia  and  France,  had  taken  such  steps  as  practically 
to  expel  the  Sultan's  forces  from  Crete,  and  thus  bring  about  an  important 
advance  in  the  pacification  of  the  island." — {TynemoxUh,  October  19i^,  1898.) 

The  "initiative"  of  Admiral  Noel  is,  indeed,  the  most  satisfactory 
incident  in  the  whole  story.  How  different  might  have  been  the  history 
of  the  Near  East  in  the  last  few  years  if  we  could  have  seen  more  of 
the  "  initiative  "  of  Lord  Salisbury. 
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THE  GOVERNMENT  AND  THE  FAR  EAST. 


The  Chinese  question  of  1898  has  now  been  so  overshadowed  by 
the  Boxer  massacres,  the  relief  of  the  Legations,  and  the  occupation  of 
Pekin  by  the  allied  troops,  that  the  egregious  failure  of  the  Govern- 
ment's policy  in  China  on  that  occasion  may  be  in  some  danger  of 
passing  out  of  mind.  It  is  well,  however,  that  it  should  be  recalled  to 
the  minds  of  the  electors,  at  a  time  when  the  Government  are  trying 
to  ride  off  in  a  blaze  of  "  khaki.'*  No  domain  of  policy  illustrates  so 
completely  the  total  failure  of  the  Government  in  "the  intelligent 
anticipation  of  events  before  they  occur,"  their  inability  to  conceive  a 
definite  purpose,  and  pursue  it  steadily,  and  the  contrast  between  their 
big  language  before  an  event  has  happened,  and  the  contented 
fatalism  with  which  they  acquiesce  in  it  when  the  blow  has  fallen. 

Briefly  the  crisis  arose  out  of  the  cession  of  Kiao-Chow  by  China 
to  Germany  as  a  reparation  for  the  murder  of  some  German  missii^- 
aries.  Hereupon  Great  Britain,  being  asked  for  money,  endeavoured 
to  secure  certain  concessions — amongst  other  things  that  Talien-wan,  a 
port  immediately  abutting  on  Port  Arthur,  should  be  a  treaty  port. 
Hence  arose  "the  legend  of  Talien-wan."  The  country  suddenly 
discovered  an  uncontrollable  passion  for  this  place  of  which  it  liad 
only  heard  a  few  days  before,  and  Sir  Michael  Hicks-lieach  talked 
boldly  about  our  demand  being  persisted  in  even  "at  the  risk  of  war." 
Russia  not  unnaturally  took  up  the  challenge,  and  secured  both  Port 
Arthur  and  Talien-wan  for  herself.  The  Government,  on  the  principle 
of  "  any  port  in  a  storm,"  rushed  for  Wei-hai-wei,  and,  haWng  secured 
it,  neutralised  its  commercial  value  by  a  gratuitous  pledge  to  Germany, 
and  sent  out  a  commission  to  enquire  into  its  value  as  a  naval  station— 
a  subject  on  which  they  seemed  to  have  been  profoundly  ignorant. 


Apart  from  the  responsibilities  which  may  be 
The  Government's    involved  in  the  acquisition  of  Wei-hai-wei,  it  mav 
Chinese  Diplomacy,  not  bethat  Great  Britain  was  not  any  worse  off  at 
the  end  than  when  the  negotiations  began,  for  to 
everyone  except  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  colleagues,  it  had  long  been  known 
that  Russia  had  made  up  her  mind  sooner  or  later  to  come  to  Port  Arthur. 
But  the  Government  involved  the  country  in  a  succession  of  what  have 
been  called  "  home-made  humiliations  " — they  constantly  proclaimed  i 
policies,  not  essential  in  themselves  but  policies  which,  since  they  have  ' 
broken  down,  proved  immensely  damaging  to  our  prestige  in  the  Far 
East.    Lord  Salisbury  chose  to  engage  in  a  contest  with  Russia,  and 
whatever  comments  may  be  made  on  the  methods  of  Russian  diplomacy, 
it  is  clear  that  Russia  won  at  every  point.  '  I 

The  Grovemment  set  out  with  the  policy  of  the  Open  Door  coupled 
with  "  no  spheres  of  influence."  China  was  to  be  kept  open  to  all  on 
equal  terms,  and  its  territorial  integrity  was  to  be  unimpaired.   Yet  at 
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t;lu8  moment  Manchuria  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  in  the  hands  of 
liussia,  whilst  the  province  of  Shantung  is  certainly  a  German  "  sphere 
of  influence,"  not  the  less  so  because  Mr.  Balfour  will  insist  on  calling 
it  a  "  sphere  of  interest,"  a  distinction  too  fine  to  last,  as  Sir  Edward 
Grey  pointed  out.  As  to  the  Open  Door  it  is  true  that  at  the  moment 
it  is  not  actually  closed,  but  we  remember  that  Mr.  Curzon  in  his  book 
on  the  Far  East  says : — 

**  Every  town,  every  j)ort,  every  village  which  passes  into  French  or 
Russian  hands  is  an  outlet  lost  to  Manchester,  Bradford,  or  Bombay." 

Afl  we  shall  see  in  a  moment,  it  is  not  safe  to  rely  merely  on  Russian 
"  assurances,"  and  that  is  all  we  have  so  far  as  the  opening  of  Man^ 
churia  to  all  on  equal  terms  is  concerned.  On  this  general  point  the 
situation  was  simmied  up  by  the  Standard  with  admirable  clearness  on 
April  30th,  1898 

**  When  •  .  .  the  German  acquisition  of  Kiao-Chow  broke  abruptly 
the  old  system  of  abstinence,  it  became  imperative  to  shape  a  course  for 
British  Diplomacy.  It  was  announced  to  be  (in  words  that  have  become 
familiar),  the  *  open  door '  to  commerce,  rigid  respect  for  all  Treaty  rights 
enjoyed  by  foreign  nations  in  every  part  of  China,  and  the  non-recognition 
of  'spheres  of  influence,'  which  it  was  justly  urged  would  be  only  the  fore- 
runner of  partition.  Now,  without  tracing  in  detail  the  various  incidents  of 
the  Diplomatic  conflict,  can  anyone  pretend  that  these  objects  have  been 
attained?  By  voluntarily  informing  Germany  that  our  right  to  hold 
Wei-hai-wei  will  not  be  foUowed  by  the  construction  of  lines  of  communica- 
tion with  the  interior,  we  liave  substantially,  and  almost  virtually,  recognised 
Shantung  as  the  exclusive  field  for  Grerman  industrial  and  political  action. 
We  have  received  pleasant  assurances  as  to  the  liberahty  of  the  fiscal  policy 
which,  in  its  own  interests,  Germany  will  adopt ;  but  there  is  no  binding 
undertaking.  .  .  .  Russia,  of  course,  is  the  Power  with  which  we 
are  mainly  concerned.  It  has  secured  a  lease  of  Port  Arthur  and  the 
adjacent  territory,  which  is  undistinguishable  from  cession.  True,  we 
retain  our  rights  as  a  Foreign  State  under  treaty  with  the  Court  of  Peking. 
But  what  will  they  be  worth  in  practice  ?  Port  Arthur  is  to  be  a  fortified 
Naval  base,  to  which  we  are  not  even  nominally  entitled  to  resort  for  trade, 
and,  though  technically  our  ships  of  war  may  visit  the  harbour,  it  is  in  the 
power  and  the  discretion  of  its  present  masters  to  make  their  stay  intolerable. 
Talien-wan,  though  an  open  port,  is  in  part  to  be  a  purely  Naval  station, 
and  the  whole  country  to  the  North  has  become,  substantially,  j>art  and 
parcel  of  the  Czar's  dominion.  Ministers  cannot  deny  that  all  these  changes 
have  been  effected  in  opposition  to  our  wishes,  and  in  flat  contempt  of  our 
most  urgent  remonstrances." 

This  is  at  once  an  accurate  and  a  concise  account  of  what  happened. 


It  is  true  that  we  secured  the  reversion 
Wei-hai-wei.  of  a  lease  of  Wei-hai-wei.  First  let  us  set  out 
the  steps  by  which  we  obtained  possession  of 
this  **  lease."  In  the  first  instance  China  (whose  game  it  was  to  play 
off  the  Powers  against  one  another  just  as  it  is  the  Sultan's)  offered  us 
Wei-hai-wei — on  February  25th,  1898 — an  offer  to  which  this  is  Lord 
Salisbury's  reply  on  the  same  day  :— 
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** .  .  .  The  policy  which  is  at  present  being  pursued  by  her  Majesty's 
Government  aims  at  discouraging  any  alienation  of  Chinese  territory.  The 
discussion  of  any  proposal  for  the  lease  of  Wei-hai-wei  would  accordingly  be 
premature  provided  tne  existing  position  is  not  materially  altered  by  the 
action  of  other  Powers." 

But  on  March  7  th,  Lord  Salisbury  made  up  his  mind  that  the  case 
contemplated  in  his  telegram  had  arisen,  and  he  telegraphed  to  Sir  C. 
MacDonald  : — 

**The  influence  of  Russia  over  the  Grovemment  of  Peking  will  be  so 
increased  to  the  detriment  of  that  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  if,  as  the 
TifM8  reports,  the  Russians  are  to  have  a  lease  of  Port  Arthur  and  Talieoi- 
wan  on  the  same  terms  as  Germany  of  Eoao-Chow,  that  it  seems  deonble 
for  us  to  make  some  counter-move.  The  best  plan,  perhaps,  would  be,  on 
the  cession  of  Wei-hai-wei  by  the  Japanese,  to  insist  on  the  refusal  of  a  leaae 
of  that  port  on  terms  similar  to  those  gi*anted  to  Germany." 
After  this,  Lord  Salisbury  tried  to  induce  Russia  to  abandon  Port 
Arthur  by  giving  a  pledge  that  we  should  not  occupy  any  port  in  the 
Gulf  of  PechilL  A  serious  conversation  between  Mr.  Balfour  and 
M.  de  Staal,  in  which  allusions  were  made  to  the  friendship  of  the  two 
countries  being  menaced,  marked  the  actual  turning  point  in  the 
Ministerial  policy  in  China.  That  conversation  took  place  on  March 
24th.  On  March  25th  this  telegram  was  sent  in  the  name  of  Lord 
Salisbury  to  Sir  C.  MacDonald  : — 

"  Balance  of  power  in  Gulf  of  Pechili  is  materiaUy  altered  by  surrender 
of  Port  Arthur  by  Yamen  to  Russia.  It  is  therefore  necessary  to  obtain,  in 
the  manner  you  think  most  efficacious  and  speedy,  the  refusal  of  Wei-hai-wei 
on  the  departure  of  the  Japanese.  The  terms  should  be  similar  to  those 
CTanted  to  Russia  for  Port  Arthur.  British  Fleet  is  on  its  way  from  Hong 
Kong  to  Gulf  of  Pechili." 

Assurances  were  the  next  day  given  to  Sir  F.  Lascelles  for 
communication  to  Germany  should  they  be  asked  for,  seeing  that 
Wei-hai-wei  is  part  of  the  territory  of  Shantung  Province  : — 

**  You  are  authorised  to  explain  that  Wei-hai-wei  is  not  and  at  present 
cannot,  we  believe,  be  made  a  commercial  port  by  which  access  can  be 
obtained  to  any  part  of  the  province.  We  do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  the 
interests  of  Germany  in  that  region.  The  action,  in  our  opinion  very 
regrettable,  of  Russia,  with  re8i>ect  to  Port  Arthur,  has  compelled  us  to  take 
the  course  we  are  now  pursuing." 

This  assurance  to  Germany  was  afterwards  expanded  into  (1)  a  promise 
by  us  not  to  construct  a  railway  with  Wei-hai-wei  as  terminus,  and  (2) 
a  recognition  of  Germany's  rights  in  the  province  of  Shantung,  in 
which  Wei-hai-wei  is  geographically  situated.  Mr.  Balfour  also  stated 
in  the  House  of  Commons  that  this  port  is  useless  commercially 
(April  28th)  :— 

'*  If  any  British  subject  is  foolish  enough  to  go  to  Wei-hai-wei  for  com- 
mercial purposes  he  will  have  every  facility." 

We  got  a  lease  of  Wei-hai-wei;  but  it  is  quite  another  thing  to 
utilise  it.  Sir  Edward  Grey,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
April  29th,  1898,  said  :— 

"  Let  us  consider  as  far  as  we  know  it,  the  value  of  that  place  onite 
intrinsic  merits.    What  is  its  naval  value  ?    .    .    .    .    The  position  as  we 
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have  it  in  regard  to  Wei-hai-wei  is  that  its  commercial  value  is  somewhat 
doubtful  and  that  the  cost  of  making  it  really  effective  is  absolutely  certain 
to  be  very  great.    The  origin  of  our  going  there  is  also  a  little  open  to 
suspicion.    So  far  from  its  occupation  being  a  triumph  of  diplomacy  it  seems 
rather  to  have  been  the  resort  of  diplomacy  in  despair.    Our  presence  there 
may  enable  us  to  prove  to  the  Grovemment  of  Peking  that  we  mean  to  exert 
our  influence  there,  and  that  our  influence  may  be  successfully  exerted  in 
spite  of  that  which  may  be  exerted  by  other  Powers.    I  think  that  if  this  is 
the  object  of  occupying  Wei-hai-wei  the  value  of  it  is  likely  to  become  more 
transitory  in  the  future  as  regards  influencing  the  Central  Grovemment ;  and 
one  thing  which  the  Committee  ought  not  to  accept  is  the  idea  that  now 
Russia  has  obtained  Port  Arthur  our  presence  at  Wei-hai-wei  is  an  answer 
to  it,  and  that,  so  far,  everything  has  ended  weU.    The  really  important 
thing  as  regards  the  Central  Government  in  Peking  in  the  future  is  that  the 
question  of  influencing  them  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  land  question — 
more  and  more  a  military  rather  than  a  naval  question.    What  we  are 
anxious  about  in  the  future  is  what  capacity  China  has  of  developing  itself 
to  resist  any  pressure  which  may  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it  by  land.  Of  all 
things  that  are  mysterious  and  unknown  apparently  as  regards  the  pro- 
babilities of  the  future  it  is  the  question  of  what  is  going  to  happen  in 
China.    People  who  know  it  even  cannot  tell  us  what  the  effect  of  this 
European  pressure  is  likely  to  be  on  the  Grovemment  of  China  and  the 
Chinese  people.    It  may  be  that  the  Central  Grovemment  shall  become  so 
weak  that  we  can  no  longer  look  to  it  to  exercise  effective  control  in  Central 
and  Southern  China,  where  our  interests  are  so  great.    It  may  be  that  the 
Central  Gk>vemment  should  depart  from  Peking  tutogether.    If  any  of  these 
things  happen,  if  the  Grovemment  moves  from  Peking,  our  great  trade 
interests  in  Central  and  Southem  China  will  not  be  saved  by  the  occupation 
of  Wei-hai-wei.    If  anything  of  that  kind  occurs,  if  the  pressure  by  land  of 
Russia  develops  to  the  extent  that  you  cannot  by  being  at  Wei-hai-wei  con- 
tend with  her  influence  at  Peking,  Wei-hai-wei  will  be  left  like  a  Gibraltar 
by  itself  between  Port  Arthur  and  Kiao-Chow,  with  this  difference — that 
Wei-hai-wei  will  be  much  the  weakest  port.    It  will  be  left  in  the  air,  with 
no  HirUerlafdy  no  access  to  coal  or  food  supplies,  while  as  regards  Port 
Arthur  and  Kiao-Chow,  they  may  have  access  to  these  things.    That  will  be 
a  piteous  position  ;  and  what  I  want  to  impress  on  the  Committee  is  this. 
LcHjking  at  all  these  considerations,  the  impossibility  of  knowing  what 
contingencies  may  occur  in  the  future,  the  Committee  should  not  be  decoyed 
now  into  thinking  that  Wei-hai-wei  is  a  successful  move,  or  one  on  which  we 
can  rely  ;  and  that  in  future  years  we  should  not  be  led  away  to  make  any 
great  expenditure  on  Wei-hai-wei." 

Wei-hai-wei,  in  fact,  was  not  obtained  on  its  merits,  but  as  a  showy 
piece  of  "  statesmanship  "  designed  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  not  forming  part  of  any  clear  consistent  policy  in  connection 
with  our  real  interests  in  China. 


Perhaps  one  of  the  most  humiliating  parts 
British  Ships  at     of  the  story  is  the  way  in  which  British  ships 
Port  Arthur.       were  withdrawn  from  Port  Arthur.     By  the 
treaty  of  Tientsien  we  have  the  right  to  send 
warships  to  that  port,  yet  long  before  Russia  got  a  lease  of  Port  Arthur, 
Lord  Salisbury  almost  apologised  to  Russia  for  sending  ships  there,  as 
the  following  record  will  show : — 
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(1)  December  23rc?,  1897. — Permission  given  to  Russia  by  Chin* 
temporarily  to  winter  her  fleet  at  Port  Arthur. 

(2)  December  29<A. — Two  British  ships — Immortalite  and  Iphigenui 
— arrive  at  Port  Arthur. 

(3)  Janv^ry  \2th,  1898. — Russian  Ambassador  calls  on  Lord 
Salisbury  at  Downing-street  to  say  that  the  presence  of  British  ships 
at  Port  Arthur  had  produced  a  "  bad  impression  "  in  Russia.  Lord 
Salisbury  says  : — 

**  I  rephed  that  I  saw  no  ground  of  complaint  in  the  presence  of  the 
British  ships  in  a  bay  where  they  had  a  Treaty  right  to  enter,  but  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  they  had  been  sent  thither  by  Admiral  Buller,  without  any 
orders  from  home,  and  that  I  believed  that  in  the  ordinary  course  they  wouW 
soon  move  to  some  other  anchorage." 

Lord  Salisbury  nervously  disclaims  responsibility  for  the  presence  of 
the  ships,  and  hastens  to  explain  that  they  will  soon  be  going  away. 

(4)  Janvury  19<A. — Count  Mouravieff  complains  at  St.  Petersburg 
to  our  Ambassador  of  the  "  action  of  the  British  gunboats  in  entering 
Port  Arthur."  These  proceedings  declared  to  be  so  "  unfriendly  as  t4> 
set  afloat  rumours  of  war  with  Great  Britain  ! "  Sir  N.  0*Conor  at 
once  explained  that :  "  the  boats  in  question  had  probably  gone  to 
Port  Arthur  on  a  reconnaissance,  such  as  is  usual  in  those  waters,  and  I 
added  that  I  did  not  suppose  your  lordship  had  given  orders  respecting 
their  movements."  It  is  all  put  on  to  the  Admiral  again,  it  will  be 
noticed. 

(5)  January  20<A. — The  Russian  Ambassador  (M.  Staal)  caUs  oa 
Lord  Salisbury  at  Downing-street,  to  say  the  ImmortaliU  and  RedpoU 
were  reported  to  have  arrived  at  Port  Arthur,  and  that  the  Russian 
Government  were  anxious  to  maintain  the  most  friendly  relations  with 
us  in  the  Far  East,  and  hoped  we  would  endeavour  to  avoid  any 
friction  in  their  "  sphere  of  influence."  Lord  Salisbury  did  not  quite 
know  the  facts  but  assured  M.  Staal  that  if  any  ships  called  at  Port 
Arthur  they  were  not  "likely  to  remain." 

(6)  January  23rrf. — Lord  Salisbury,  after  inquiry  by  telegraph, 
told  M.  Staal  that  neither  of  the  vessels  mentioned  are  at  Port 
Arthur ;  that  the  Iphigenia  was  the  only  British  ship  of  war  there ; 
that  she  would  be  leaving  in  a  few  days  ;  and  that  her  visit  was  by 
orders  from  the  Admiral,  issued  at  his  own  discretion,  and  not  under 
directions  from  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  added  that  British 
ships  of  war  have  a  perfect  right  to  visit  Port  Arthur  and  other 
Chinese  ports  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  that  such  visits  afforded  no 
ground  for  raising  objections,  or  deserved  that  special  importance 
should  be  attached  to  them.    Again — it's  all  the  Admiral. 

(7)  January  27th, — Sir  Claude  MacDonald  wires  to  Lord  Salisbury:— 
**  It  is  stated  in  a  Router's  telegram  published  here  that  it  is  officially 

announced  at  St.  Petersburg  that  British  men-of-war  have  received  ordeis 
to  quit  Port  Arthur  immediately,  in  consequence  of  representations  made 
by  Russia. 

"Above  is  having  a  most  injurious  effect  here." 
Lord  Salisbury  replies  : — 
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Statement  that  Admiral  has  been  directed  to  withdraw  ships  from  Port 
Axthur  is  a  pure  invention.  The  ImmortalUi  was  ordered  to  Chusan  on  the 
10th  January. 

It  was  left  to  the  Admiral  whenever  he  thought  convenient  to  send 
Iphigenia  elsewhere." 

Let  us  quote  from  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  this  point  (House  of  Commons, 
April  29th) 

*'  Well,  the  ships  moved  away,  and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  {Mr, 
Balfmir)  said  no  order  was  given  to  move  those  ships.  Yes,  no  order  was 
given,  but  the  Russian  Ambassador  was  assured  that  they  were  not  likely  to 
remain.  That  assurance  was  given,  and  there  was  no  need  to  give  any 
orders.  He  had  been  assured  that  the  ships  would  be  leaving  in  a  few  days, 
and  that  if  other  vessels  called  they  were  not  likely  to  remain.  What 
was  the  British  Minister  to  say  to  the  Chinese  Minister  when  he  got 
that  answer  ?  What  did  it  amount  to  ?  It  amounted  to  this— that  he  could 
not  deny  that  the  ships  either  had  left  or  would  soon  leave,  but  he  was 
empowered  to  say  that  it  was  not  by  the  orders  of  the  British  Govemment,^ 
but  by  the  orders  of  the  British  Admiral,  that  they  were  leaving.  How 
could  you  expect  the  effect  which  had  been  produced  on  the  mind  of  the 
Chinese  Minister  to  be  removed  by  empowering  your  own  Minister  to  make 
a  statement  of  that  kind  ?  But  surely  below  this  form  of  word  as  to  whether 
Lord  Salisbury  act^vally  gave  the  orders,  or  whether  he  did  not  give  the  orders, 
or  OA  to  whether  it  was  the  Admiral  acting  on  his  ovm  initiative  withmit 
iitferference  from  the  Government^  the  great  underlying  fact,  which  any  man 
iniaht  hav^  seeii  at  the  time,  was  that  what  really  mattered  was  fwt  whether 
Lijrd  Salislynry  gave  the  orders  to  remove  the  ships,  but  whether  the  ships  act^tally 
did  go  or  not.  That  is  our  point  on  this  case.  When  Russia  put  forward 
her  demand  that  the  ships  should  be  removed,  that  was  your  time  to  have 
explanations  from  the  Russian  Government.  That  was  the  parting  of  the 
ways — the  last  ptirting  of  the  ways  at  which  the  Government  might  have 
pursued  one  of  two  policies.  They  might  have  demanded  explanations  from 
Kussia  and  have  said  that  they  would  not  remove  the  ships  until  they  had 
had  explanations.  If  the  result  of  those  explanations  was  to  convince  them 
that  the  Russian  Government  had  designs  upon  Port  Arthur,  then  they  might 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  resist  those  designs — that  they  would  keep  the 
sliips  there  because  they  meant  to  resist  that  move  on  the  part  of  the  Russian 
Government.  That  would  have  been  a  possible  policy.  The  other  policy 
was  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  Russian  Government  at 
that  time — having  found  out  what  their  aims  were,  to  say,  if  you  like, 
if  you  thought  it  wise,  that  those  aims  did  not  necessarily  conflict  with 
British  interests,  but  that,  if  you  were  prepared  to  accjuiesce  in  Russia 
accomplishing  those  aims,  it  must  come  about  as  the  result  of  an  under- 
standing between  the  two  Governments.  The  Government  did  neither  of 
those  things.  They  held  their  peace,  the  ships  went  away,  they  got  no 
explanations,  and,  having  already  stimulated  Russian  action  by  putting 
forward  the  demand  as  to  Talien-wan,  they  then  cleared  the  way  for  action 
by  removing  the  ships." 

Mr.  Balfour  once  declared  that  where  the  British  soldier  has  gone,  there 
we  should  remain.  Now  apparently  where  the  British  warship  goes 
there  she  must  not  stay  a  second  longer  than  can  be  helped — if  Russia 
objects.  We  pay  very  large  sums — twenty-five  millions  a  year — to 
get  a  strong  Navy.  We  only  seem  (1)  to  use  it  in  Cretan  waters  to 
carry  out  a  policy  made  in  Germany,  or  (2)  not  to  use  it  in  Chinese 
waters  to  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Czar. 
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THE  "GRACEFUL  CONCESSIONS." 


There  are  few  things  which  the  Government  find  it  more  convenient 
to  forget  than  the  era  of  **  Graceful  CJoncessions."  We  have  more 
than  once  discussed  these  transactions  in  the  pages  of  the  MAOAZiyi 
and  we  now  give  a  concise  statement  of  the  whole  series.  Lord 
Salisbury  ^at  the  Albert  Hall,  on  November  16th,  1897 — had  something 
to  say  about  the  matter  himself.  In  prefacing  an  allusion  to  Tunis, 
Siam  and  Madagascar,  Lord  Salisbury  said  : — 

Perhaps  I  may  note,  as  I  am  passing,  other  incidents  in  the  contro- 
versy of  the  moment  as  applied  to  foreign  affairs  which  show  the  same 
vehemence  of  imagination  betraying  the  judgment  of  our  opponents." 

Now  it  is  quite  a  mistake  to  imagine  that  it  is  only  his  **  opponents' 
who  criticised  his  "  concessions."  The  Standard^  the  SL  Jame^$ 
Gazette,  and  the  Morning  Post  all  displayed  a  "  vehemence "  on  the 
point  which  must  have  disturbed  Lord  Salisbury's  equanimity.  Eveo 
on  November  8th — just  a  week  before  Lord  Salisbury  spoke — the 
Standard,  after  saying  that  we  must  not  surrender  any  of  our  rights 
in  West  Africa  merely  to  propitiate  France,  added  : — 

**  We  have  done  quite  enough  in  that  direction  already.  We  stood  aside 
in  Siam  ;  we  liave  also  given  way  to  her  in  Tunis  ;  and  the  people  of  this 
country  would  like  to  know  what,  if  any,  is  the  equivalent.  Our  interest* 
clash  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  the  game  of  give  and  take  we 
have  not  hitherto  been  gainers.  But  there  must  be  a  limit  to  conceesioQ 
somewhere." 


We  propose  in  each  of  the  cases  of  Tnnis, 
Tunis.  Siam  and  Madagascar  to  contrast  (a)  Lord 

Salisbury's  statement  on  November  16th,  with 
{b)  the  facts.    And  first,  as  to  Tunis.    Here  Lord  Salisbury  said  : —  ! 

see  only  this  morning  that  Mr.  Bryce  has  been  criticising  the 
conduct  of  the  Government,  and  one  of  his  causes  of  censure  is  thai  we 
have  concluded  a  treaty  with  France  which  is  injurious  to  the  cotton 
industry  of  this  country.  Mr.  Bryce  might  have  read  the  treaty  to  which 
he  refers.  The  essence  of  the  treaty  is  that  for  15  years  it  fixes  5  per  cent, 
instead  of  8  per  cent,  as  the  duty  to  be  charged  upon  cotton  goods  imported 
into  Tunis.  But  the  treaty  is  important  to  us  for  another  reason^  and 
I  hold  it  on  that  account,  so  far  as  such  matters  can  be  dealt  with  as 
important,  to  be  of  considerable  moment.  As  you  are  no  doubt  aware, 
under  international  law  a  treaty  only  lasts  as  long  as  the  Powers  who  make 
it  last,  and  we  have  a  treaty  with  Tunis  which  is  no  doubt  valuable  in  its 
provisions.  But  the  regency  of  Tunis  is  a  very  remarkable  political  stmcture. 
It  is  entirely  at  the  disposal  of  France,  and  a  decree  could  at  any  rooment 
bring  its  national  existence  to  a  close.  I  am  not  saying  that  France 
ought  to  make  such  a  decree,  nor  am  I  for  a  moment  suggesting  that  she 
>nfl  under  her  present  enlightened  Government.  The  only  important  point 
is  this — that  if  there  was  a  system  of  life  insurance  for  States,  as  there  is  for 
individuals,  Tunis  would  be  an  uncommonly  bad  life,  and  no  decent  office  | 
would  undertake  its  insurance.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  hold  it  to  be  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  that  we  have  now  a  treaty  with  France 
which  will  last  as  long  as  France  does,  instead  of  a  treaty  with  Tunis  which 


Digitized  by 


Octolier.  1900.] 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


449 


would  only  last  as  long  as  Tunis  does,  and,  at  all  events  for  the  next  fifteen 
years,  the  cotton  trade  of  this  country  will  be  very  much  the  better  for  that 
operation." 

Let  us  take  Lord  Salisbury's  two  points  in  their  order. 

(1)  The  Effect  on  the  Cotton  Trade. — As  to  this,  let  us  quote  from 
a  Lancashire  paper,  the  Manchester  Guardicm,  of  November  1 8th,  1897 : — 

**  We  find  it  to  be  *  the  essence  of  the  treaty '  that  after  fifteen  years  there 
is  to  be  no  limit  to  the  imposition  of  duties  on  cottons  imported  into  Tunis, 
rather  than  that  those  duties  are  to  be  reduced  by  3  per  cent,  for  the  next 
fifteen  years.  For  fifteen  years  Lancashire  cotton  is  to  be  a  little  better  off 
than  it  is  now.  But  after  fifteen  years  no  more  of  it  will  go  to  Tunis.  France 
will  then  be  free  to  put  her  maximum  tariff  into  force  in  her  Tunisian  protec- 
torate, as  she  has  done  in  Algeria,  and  Lancashire  trade  with  Tunis  will  be 
extinguished.  The  '  essence  of  the  treaty '  is  not  that  Lancashire  trade  with 
Tunis  is  to  receive  a  fillip  for  fifteen  yeai-s,  but  that  after  fifteen  years  it  is 
to  be  annihilated." 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  speaking  at  Seaham  Harbour  on  November  20th, 
1897,  also  dealt  with  this  point : — 

**  Lord  Salisbiuy  said  that  by  the  treaty  he  had  made  with  the  French 
about  Tunis  a  benefit  had  been  done  to  the  British  cotton  trade  because  the 
dues  had  been  reduced  from  8  per  cent,  to  5  per  cent.  That  sounded  like  an 
advantage  at  first  sight,  and  to  some  extent  it  might  be  an  advantage.  But 
they  had  not  the  whole  story.  It  was  true  as  far  as  it  went,  but  there  was 
a  good  deal  to  add  in  the  way  of  qualification.  First  of  all,  the  goods  of 
other  nations  would  share  in  that  reduction  on  cotton  goods,  so  it  was  not  a 
special  favour  to  the  British  goods.  We  simply  shared  with  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and,  more  than  that,  there  was  nothing  whatever  in  the  treaty  to  say 
Uiat  French  goods  are  to  be  subjected  to  the  same  duty  as  British  goods.  If 
French  cotton  goods  went  in  there  free  of  duty  whilst  British  goods  remained 
subject  to  a  duty  of  5  per  cent.,  that  took  a  considerable  amount  from  the 
value  of  the  reduction,  and  it  was  not  likely  to  be  a  very  great  advantage  to 
the  British  cotton  trade." 

(2)  A  Good  New  Treaty  for  a  Bad  Old  On€.— That  is  what  Lord 
Salisbury  claimed  that  he  had  got  1  But  had  he  ?  The  following  facts 
must  be  remembered  : — 

(a)  1895 — Anglo-Tunisian  Convention  signed,  to  be  perpetual,  and 
subject  to  revision,  but  only  with  the  consent  of  both  Tunis  and  Great 
Britain. 

{h)  1881 — Tunis  became  a  French  protectorate,  France  undertaking 
to  maintain  all  existing  treaties  between  Tunis  and  other  Powers — 
France  guaranteed  that  the  English  perpetual  treaty  with  Tunis 
should  be  respected. 

(c)  1897 — Lord  Salisbury  gives  up  the  1875  Convention,  and 
^bstitutes  for  it  a  Convention  by  which  French  goods  are  admitted 
into  Tunis  duty  free.  As  the  Ma/nc?iester  Guardian  points  out,  after 
fifteen  years  this  new  Convention  will  be  merely  a  document  authorising 
the  exclusion  of  all  British  manufactures — cotton  included — from  Tunis. 
What  help  is  it  to  know  that  this  will  last  as  long  as  France  does  1 
It  is  quite  clear  that,  for  a  temporary  advantage  to  the  cotton  trade, 
Lord  Salisbury  conceded  the  most  valuable  rights — he  gave  up  a 
sovereign  to  get  back  sixpence.    It  is  true  that  he  boasts  tliat  his  new 
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Tunis  treaty  will  last  as  long  as  France  does.  The  irresistible  conclusion 
would  seem  to  be  that  he  only  gives  the  French  State  fifteen  years 
of  life! 


The  next  "  graceful  concession  "  in  order  is 
SiAM.  that  in  Siam.  On  this  point  Lord  Salisbury  said, 

at  the  Albert  Hall,  on  November  16th,  1897 
"Then  I  see  Mr.  Asquith  accusing  me  of  having  made  surrenders  of 
territory  to  France  in  Siam  and  Madagascar.    Really,  the  boldness  of  hit 
imagination  positively  alarms  me.    It  is  quite  true  that  Siam  haa  been 
despoiled  or  deprived  of  a  considerable  portion  of  her  territory — all  the 
territory  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mekong,  20  miles  of  the  territory  on  thin 
side,  and  the  temporary — so-called  temporary — occupation  of  most  important 
and  valuable  provinces  besides.    Now  all  that  has  been  done,  no  douht 
The  French  Government  have  been  allowed  by  the  English  Government — 
I  do  not  say  the  English  Government  ought  to  have  prevented  it,  but  with 
the  acquiescence  of  the  English  Government  it  has  been  done  ;  but  it  was 
all  done  under  Mr.  Gladst^^ne,  and  it  is  too  hard  that  I  should  be  accused 
of  making  a  surrender  of  Siam  to  the  French,  when  all  the  time  Mr.  Glad- 
stone was  doing  this.    I,  out  of  a  respect  for  what  I  believe  is  the  duty  of 
statesmen  in  Opposition,  carefully  abstained  from  raising  any  public 
tioii  on  the  subject.    There  was,  it  is  quite  true,  one  matter  left  behind 
when  I  succeeded  to  office.    There  was  a  territory  far  in  the  hills,  small  in 
extent,  almost  entirely  destitute  of  population,  and  so  unhealthy  that  during 
six  months  of  the  year  the  inhabitants  themselves  could  not  venture  to 
mark  out  its  limits.    This  territory  was  claimed  by  France  and  by  England. 
The  Sovereign  of  the  territory  was  a  judicious  man,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
disagreeable  complications  he  sent  assurances  to  Buruia  of  his  allegiance  on 
one  side,  and  to  Siam  and  Anam  of  his  allegiance  on  the  other ;  and  as 
England  claims  through  Burma,  and  France  through  Siam,  it  is  obvious 
that  on  evidence  which  might  have  been  thought  somewhat  similar  France 
claimed  this  bit  of  territory  and  England  claimed  it  too.    What  was  to  be 
done  ?    First  we  thought  of  arbitration  ;  but  then  we  found  that  it  was  so 
desperately  unhealthy  that  no  arbiter  would  go  there,  and  that  if  we  sent 
for  the  people  who  knew  anything  about  it  and  examined  them  in  London  or 
Paris  we  should  have  eaten  up  several  times  the  fee  simple  value  of  the 
territory  l>efore  we  had  got  half  through  the  case.    Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  French  Anibassador  and  I,  we  resorted  to  a  very  vulgar  plan 
very  commonly  known  in  commerce — we  split  the  difference.    A  great  river 
happens  to  pass  through  this  territory,  dividing  it  into  approximately  equal 
sJiares.    England  took  the  western  share,  France  took  the  eastern  share, 
and  without  any  further  expense  the  controversy  was  solved.    If  you  call 
that  surrendering  to  France — surrendering  to  another  country — lean  only 
say  that  I  wish  all  the  controversies  we  have  with  the  various  nations  of  the 
world  could  be  settled  so  simply  and  so  satisfactorily." 

This  is  really  most  amazing.  For  by  the  agreement  with  France 
signed  in  January,  1896,  Lord  Salisbury  surrendered  to  France  the 
State  of  Keng  Cheng,  a  piece  of  trans-Mekong  territory  which  was 
undoubtedly  British  territory — from  which  when  it  was  surrendered 
British  troops  marched  out.  Lord  Rosebery  and  Lord  Salisbury  both 
held  Keng  Cheng  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  the  British  Empire,  and  it 
is  idle  to  say  that  France  claimed  it.  Lord  Rosebery  refused  to  give 
it  up;   Lord  Salisbury   "split  the  difference"  with  the  French- 
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Ambassador — and  did  concede  it,  "  gracefully  "  or  not,  as  the  case  may 
be.  When  the  Liberals  were  in  office,  Tories  were  constantly  saying 
that  Keng  Cheng  must  at  all  costs  be  kept  British.  Mr.  (now  Lord) 
Curzon  in  particular  distinguished  himself,  in  magazine  articles  as  well 
as  in  Parliament.  He  said,  for  instance,  in  the  House  of  Commons 
on  May  25th,  1894  :— 

"  Unless  some  statement  were  made  by  her  Majesty's  Government  indi- 
cating what  British  interests  were,  and  the  point  beyond  which  those 
interests  would  not  permit  of  any  further  advance,  he  could  not  help  enter- 
tainining  the  fear  that  the  appetite  which,  by  the  French  proverb,  crew  by 
eating,  might  not  be  satisfied  until  it  had  acquired  some  further  spoil  in  that 
part  of  the  world." 

Well,  France  has  got  her  "  further  spoil  "  under  Lord  Salisbury, — and 
Mr.  Curzon.    As  Sir  Edward  Grey  said  on  November  20th,  1187: — 

*  'In  this  particular  matter  they  once  had  it  from  Mr.  Curzon  himself  that  our 
duty  was  the  vindication  of  the  indisputable  British  territorial  rights  on  both 
banks  of  the  Upper  Mekong.  That  right  was  vindicated,  and  they  did  keep 
the  place  with  troops,  but  now  Lord  Salisbury  had  withdrawn  those  troops 
and  given  the  territory  up  to  another  Power,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  un- 
healthy and  not  worth  having.  Would  it  not  have  made  matters  more  simple 
if  Mr.  Curzon  had  said  the  same  thing  ?  The  Tories  made  far  too  much  of 
that  question  when  they  were  in  Opposition  to  entitle  them  to  say  now  that 
the  abandonment  was  of  no  importance.  They  could  not  have  the  thing  both 
ways.  One  way  or  the  other  it  must  be.  It  was  for  the  people  to  judge 
whether  the  Tory  language  was  too  strong  when  they  were  in  Opposition,  or 
too  weak  now." 

Exactly — what  was  in  1897  a  "swamp"  was  in  1895  valuable 
territory. 

But  the  matter  does  not  end  there.  You  would  imagine  from  Lord 
Salisbury's  speech  that  the  only  matter  dealt  with  by  the  1896  agree- 
ment was  the  cession  of  Keng  Cheng.  As  a  fact  this  was  not  the  only 
thing  achieved  by  that  agreement,  for  Lord  Salisbury,  in  sending  a 
copy  of  it  to  Lord  Dufferin,  said  : — 

'*  The  most  important  provision  which  it  contains  is  that  which  marks  out 
for  special  treatment,  as  between  the  two  Powers,  that  portion  of  Siam 
which  is  comprised  within  the  drainage  basis  of  the  Menam  and  of  the  coast 
streams  of  a  corresponding  longitude." 

This  portion  both  England  and  France  agreed  never  to  invade  under 
any  circumstances.  In  fact,  Siam  was  divided  into  two  pieces:  (1) 
territory  out  and  out  Siamese  ;  and  (2)  territory  formally  Siamese,  but 
without  prejudice  to  the  rights  of  other  nations.  Now,  as  Lord 
Roseberry  pointed  out  in  his  speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  on 
February  11th,  1896,  the  agreement  left  in  the  doubtful  category  : — 

(a)  The  very  valuable  provinces  of  Battambang  and  Angkor, 
including  in  particular 

(6)  The  port  of  Chantaboun. 
Why  did   not  Lord   Salisbury,   if    only   in  return  for   half  the 
"  swamp,"  get  France  to  recognise  as  Siamese  these  two  provinces — a 
position  for  which  Lord  Rosebery  had  always  contended — or  at  least  to 
evacuate  Chantaboun,  according  to  their  promise  ?    The  evacuation  of 
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Chantaboun  was  the  leading  item  of  Mr.  Curzon's  Opposition  Siamese 
programme ;  yet,  in  order  to  leave  it  to  the  French,  Lord  Sahsbary 
agreed  to  a  most  extraordinary  boundary  line,  as  the  following  map 
will  show : — 


The  territory  on  the  left  of  the  boundary  line  is  the  guaranteed  portion 
of  Siam  ;  that  on  the  right  the  Siamese  territory  left  in  a  state  of 
suspended  animation.  Whilst  British  soldiers  had  to  evacuate  K«ig 
Cheng,  in  the  North  on  the  Mekong,  the  boundary  line  was  subjected 
to  a  ludicrous  deflection,  so  as  not  to  disturb  the  French  in  the  South 
at  Chantaboun — which  they  had  promiced  to  evacuate,  and  which 
clearly  ought  to  have  been  earmarked  in  any  general  agreement  as 
absolutely  belonging  to  Siam.  If  all  this  is  not  a  surrender  of  British 
interests  what  is  or  could  be  ?   

The  third  and  last  of  the  "graceful  cod- 
Madagascar,       cession"  series  with  which  Lord  Salisburr 
dealt  was  the  case  of  Madagascar.    He  said 
**  He  {Mr,  Asanith)  accused  nie  of  surrendering  to  France  in  the  matter 
of  Madagascar.    That  is  the  cruellest  thing  of  all,  because  Madagascar  vas 
invaded,  conquered,  a  protectorate  was  declared,  its  most  valuable  maritime 
portion  annexed  to  France.    All  this  was  announced  to  the  English  Govern- 
ment, and  no  protest  was  made.    That  is  all  perfectly  true,  but  it  was  aO 
done  by  Mr.  Gladstone  ;  and  so  again,  another  expedition  was  sent  two  years 
ago  which  has  resulted  in  the  more  complete  absorption  of  Madagascar  bj 
France  ;  but  that  expedition  was  announced  and  started  while  Lord  Rone- 
bery  was  Prime  Minister.*' 
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This  is  as  fanciful  as  a  fairy  tale.  Let  us  quote  once  again  the 
Manchester  Guardian  of  November  18th,  1897  : — 

"  The  declaration  of  a  French  protectorate  over  Madagascar  was  not 
made  to  Mr.  Gladstone  but  to  Lord  Salisbury  in  1890.  It  was  not  Mr. 
Gladstone  but  Lord  Salisbury  who  concluded  the  Anglo-French  Zanzibar- 
Madagascar  Convention.  It  was  Lord  Salisbury  who,  instead  of  *  making 
a  protest,'  seemed  to  go  out  of  his  way  to  assent  to  the  French  protectorate, 
'with  its  consequences,'  the  greatest  of  its  consequences  being  the  war  in 
which  Malagasy  independence  was  finally  destroyed.  It  was  Lord  Salisbury's 
action  in  l^So  which  left  the  Liberal  Government  of  1892-6  a  mere  spectator 
of  the  final  conquest  of  Madagascar.  It  may  have  sympathised  with  the 
islanders  and  it  may  not.  Whether  it  did  or  not  it  was  helpless.  Lord 
Salisbury  had  formally  committed  the  country  to  the  policy  of  giving  France 
a  free  hand,  as  M.  Hanotaux  said  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  on  Novem- 
ber 12th,  1894,  when  he  announced  the  policy  of  conquest." 
Yet  Lord  Salisbury  has  the  impertinence  (for  it  is  i^ally  nothing  less) 
to  tell  us  that  "  it  was  all  done  by  Mr.  Gladstone."  Lord  Salisbury, 
too,  seems  to  imply  that,  after  we  had  recognised  a  French  protectorate 
over  Madagascar,  it  was  our  duty  to  prevent  France  landing  troops  in 
her  own  protectorate.  This  might  be  a  somewhat  awkward  doctrine  for 
Great  Britain,  e,g.,  as  in  Egypt,  where  we  have  not  even  a  protectorate. 

Another  aspect  of  the  case  was  put  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  at  Seaham 
Harbour  on  November  20th,  1897 

**  The  French  .  .  .  declared  a  protectorate  when  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
in  office,  and  the  British  treaty  rights  in  Madagascar  were  to  be  preserved 
unimpaired.  When  Lord  Rosebery  left  office  the  British  treaty  rights  were 
still  unimpaired.  How  did  those  rights  stand  now  ?  British  goods  were  still 
subject  to  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  and  French  goods  went  in  free.  The 
question  was — Were  British  trade  rights  still  preserved,  and  if  not,  what 
compensation  had  we  received  for  their  abandonment  ?  " 

Yet  this  is  the  Government  which  talks  so  much  about  the  importance 
of  "  new  markets."  Perhaps  it  is  because  so  many  old  ones  are  being 
given  away !   

How  this  works  out  in  actual  practice  is  well  illustrated  by  a  state- 
ment in  the  Standard  of  May  25th  1898  : — 

"The  Castle  Steam  Packet  Company  contemplate  withdrawing  their 
steamers  from  the  Madagascar  trade.  Since  the  annexation  of  the  island  by 
France,  British  trade  has  been  gradually  dechning,  owing  to  the  high 
differential  duties  imposed  on  foreign  goods  ;  and  the  Castle  Company  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  no  longer  worth  sending  steamers  to 
Madagascar.  The  present  position  of  affairs  is  due  to  the  fact  that  at  the 
time  of  the  annexation  no  effective  efforts  were  made  to  protect  British 
commercial  interests." 

Could  any  more  crushing  criticism  of  Lord  Salisbury's  policy  well '  be 
imagined  1    It  is  no  Liberal  paper,  anxious  to  make  party  capital,  that 
says  this,  but  the  Standard,  a  strong  Tory  paper,  which,  to  its  credit, 
does  not  allow  its  politics  to  lead  it  to  conceal  the  real  facts. 
The  actual  Trade  Returns  are  still  more  striking : — 
British  Exports  to  Madagascar       ...    1897    ...  £158,610 

...    1899    ...  67,641 
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THE    GOVERNMENT'S    INDIAN  FRONTIER 

POLICY. 


Another  department  of  the  Government's  Foreign  Policy  which  the 
electors  ought  not  to  forget  is  that  which  led  to  the  war  on  the  Nordi- 
Westem  Frontier  in  1897. 

After  the  relief  of  the  British  Resident  at  Chitral  in  1895,  the 
Liberal  Government  then  in  office  decided  to  withdraw  the  British 
forces  from  the  country.  The  reasons  for  this  step  were  partly  reasons 
of  honour  and  partly  reasons  of  policy.  The  reasons  of  honour  were 
that  before  the  relief  expedition  started  a  particularly  plain  and  definite 
proclamation  had  been  circulated  among  the  tribes  through  which  it 
passed.    The  proclamation  declared : — 

(1)  That  as  soon  as  the  object  of  the  expedition  had  been  attained 

the  force  would  be  withdrawn. 

(2)  That  the  Government  had  no  intention  of  permanently  occopr- 

ing  any  territory  through  which  they  had  passed,  or  of 
interfering  with  the  independence  of  the  tribes. 
The  reasons  of  policy  were  that  the  occupation  of  so  mountainous 
a  country  and  the  construction  of  roads  therethrough  rendered  pervious 
what  was  impervious,  and  thus  added  not  to  the  security,  but  to  die 
insecurity  of  India ;  that  the  retention  of  Chitral  might  lead  to  some 
counter-action  on  the  part  of  Russia ;  and  finally  that  it  would  add 
seriously  to  the  financial  burdens  of  India. 

The  present  Government  on  coming  into  office  nevertheless 
determined  to  remain  in  occupation  of  Chitral,  and  to  "  arrange  "  with 
the  tribes  among  whom  the  proclamation  had  been  circulated,  and  in 
the  Queen's  speech  of  1896  it  was  declared  that  satisfactory  arrange- 
ments had  been  come  to  and  were  being  loyally  carried  out.  What 
followed  may  best  be  described  in  the  words  of  Sir  Henry  Fowler  : — 

"Within  less  than  eighteen  months  the  tribes  in  the  Swat  Valley, 
through  whose  country  the  road  had  been  opened,  with  whom  one  of  tie 
peacable  arrangements  had  been  made,  and  to  whose  chiefs  large  subsidies 
had  been  promised  and  paid,  commenced  the  recent  outbreak.  They 
attacked  a  fortified  post  on  the  road,  and,  as  one  rep<.»rt  stated,  '  the  whole 
valley  was  up.*  A  week  later  several  thousand  men  of  another  tribe  attacked 
one  of  our  forts  only  15  miles  from  Peshawar.  That  attack  was,  after  fierce 
fighting,  brilliantly  repulsed.  The  Grovemment  of  India  promptly  poured 
troops  into  the  district,  and  by  the  middle  of  August  our  forces  had  increased 
to  about  37,000  men.  At  that  date,  according  to  one  account,  *  the  tribes 
were  all  up  through  a  mountain  district  of  600  miles  long  hy  200  miles 
broad.'  Then  came  the  treacherous  outbreak  of  the  Afridis,  a  tribe  hitherto 
loyal  to  the  Gt)vemment,  and  to  whom  had  been  intrusted  for  nearly 
20  years  the  guardianship  of  the  Khaibar  Pass.  In  September  we  were 
attacked  at  Nawagai.  The  Khan  of  that  tribe  was  the  chief  who  *  openly 
declared  himself  a  friend  of  the  Government  on  receipt  of  the  procU- 
ination.'  His  tribe  attacked  our  forces  with  3,000  men.  These  tribal 
risings  have  necessitated  military  operations  on  a  most  gigantic  scale.  1 
understood  Lord  Lansdowne  to  say  on  November  9th  that  our  forces  on  the  I 
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frontier  numbered  70,000  men — more  than  double  the  number  we  had 
engaged  at  Waterloo — and  a  larger  number  than  have  been  engaged  in  a 
conflict  in  India  before.  Lord  Greorge  Hamilton  tells  us  that  not  even  in  the 
recollection  of  those  who  passed  through  the  Mutiny  has  there  ever  been  so 
spontaneous  and  unaccountable  an  outbreak." 

The  arduous  and  heroic  campaign  that  ensued — a  campaign  which 
costs  thousands  of  lives  and  millions  of  money — proved  nothing  more 
than  a  demonstration  of  force,  for  on  the  conclusion  of  the  operations 
the  troops  were  withdrawn  and  have  never  returned.  The  "  forward 
policy  "  which  aimed  at  the  subjugation  of  the  tribes  and  their  incor- 
poration in  the  Indian  Empire  was  allowed  gradually  to  fall  into  the 
background,  and  has  now  been  definitely  abandoned  by  Lord  Curzon. 


Lord  Curzon's  New  Curzon  found  the  Indian  Government 

jT.    ^         -D  committed,  in  some  cases  tentatively,  in  others 

Frontier  Policy.        -i.-    i    i.        i-       u-  u  •     i  J 

positively,  to  a  policy  which  involved — 

(a)  the  construction  of  large  fortifications  and  the  maintenance  of  an 
unreduced  garrison  in  the  Chitral  Valley. 

(6)  the  expenditure  of  several  lakhs  on  the  construction  of  a  new 
fort  at  Landi  Kotal  and  other  fortified  works  on  a  large  scale 
in  the  Khaibar, 

(c)  to  building  or  laying  the  bed  of  a  Khaibar  railway, 

{(t)  to  considerable  additional  expenditure  on  the  forts  and  garrisons 
on  the  Samana  range,  and,  as  regards  the  Tochi  Valley,  to 
maintain  a  large  permanent  garrison  of  regular  troops. 

(e)  to  establish  a  central  cantonment  at  Miranshah,  and  there  and 
elsewhere  to  acquire  sites  for  the  accommodation  of  the  pro- 
posed garrisons. 

{/)  Wana  was  to  be  maintained  with  a  regular  garrison  to  guard  the 
Gomal  route  and  Waziristan. 

Lord  Curzon's  1899  pohcy  involves  an  enormous  departure  from  all 
this  ;  in  fact,  his  policy  is  one  which  is  absolutely  and  entirely  based  on 
different  principles.  In  Chitral,  for  instance,  instead  of  adding  to  the 
fortifications  and  increasing  the  garrison,  there  are  to  be  no  fortifica- 
tions and  the  garrison  is  to  be  reduced.  The  "  Forward  "  policy — 
which  led  to  all  the  trouble  on  the  North  West  Frontier — is  abandoned 
and  in  its  stead  we  are  to  have  a  policy  based  on  the  following 
considerations  (the  summary  is  that  of  the  Simla  correspondent  of 
the  Times)  :— 

"  (1)  The  desire  of  the  Government  of  India  to  save  the  great  expense 
and  the  permanent  substraction  from  the  offensive  strength  in  India  caused 
by  the  locking-up  of  large  numbers  of  the  regular  Army  in  advanced 
fortified  positions  in  the  tribal  country  at  a  distance  from  their  base. 

(2)  Inasmuch  as  our  retirement  from  these  regions  is,  in  virtue  of  our 
ei^pigements,  neither  possible  nor  desirable,  it  is  proposed  to  provide  for 
their  proper  protection,  and  at  the  same  time  enlist  the  tribes  in  tne  defence 
of  their  country,  by  enrolling  them  in  local  miUtia  corps  under  British 
officers  in  varying  degrees  of  organisation,  according  to  the  requirements  of 
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the  locality  and  the  state  of  development  of  our  relations.  The  tribal  corps 
will  represent  more  than  one  intervening  stage  between  the  primitive  feudi] 
levies  of  the  Chitral  Valley  and  the  highly-trained  and  semi-militiry 
organisation  of  the  Khaibar  Rifles. 

**(3)  The  third  principle  is  the  provision  of  adequate  military  security 
for  the  positions  from  which  military  garrisons  are  to  be  withdrawn  by  the 
maintenance  of  camps  or  movable  columns  at  neighbouring  points  within  or 
upon  the  administrative  border  of  India.  These  cantonments  will,  where 
possible,  be  connected  by  light  railways  with  the  military  bases  of  British 
India,  so  that  it  will  be  possible  to  push  forward  almost  at  a  moment *8  notice 
the  forces  required  for  the  suppression  of  disturbances  or  the  support  of  the 
militia  in  the  tribal  area  on  this  side  of  the  Durand  line. 

**The  result  of  these  measures,  if  successfully  introduced,  will  be  a  net 
annual  saving  of  many  lakhs  to  the  Indian  Exchequer,  the  restoration  to  the 
offensive  strength  of  the  Indian  Army  of  the  very  considerable  quota  now 
habitually  lost  by  service  in  advanced  garrisons,  and  the  conciliation  of  the 
tribes  by  the  offer  to  secure  to  them  well-paid  employment  in  the  defence  of 
their  own  country." 

The  relief  felt  by  the  adoption  of  this  policy  can  be  gauged  from  the 
opinion  of  Indian  papers  : — 

The  Englishman  warmly  congratulated  the  Viceroy,  and  rejoiced  at 
the  means  found  to  reduce  the  frontier  expenses. 

The  Indian  Daily  News : — The  scheme  commends  itself  alike  from 
the  economic  and  political  point  of  view,  and  will  meet  with  a 
favourable  reception  from  both  political  parties. 

The  Pioneer  said  the  Viceroy's  plan  would  conciliate  the  tribes. 

The  Times  of  India  declared  it  to  be  the  most  important  work 
which  Lord  Curzon  has  undertaken,  and  applauded  his  moderation. 
"  Perfection  cannot  be  attained  on  the  frontier,  but  the  Viceroy  enlists 
the  support  of  all  schools  of  frontier  experts." 

The  Civil  and  Military  Gazette : — The  economy  involved  in  Uie 
proposals  should  alone  earn  the  approval  of  the  Indian  public. 

The  TimeSy  in  commenting  on  Lord  Curzon*s  new  policy,  said  (on 
August  7th,  1899):— 

**  Lord  Elgin,  no  doubt  very  much  against  his  will,  had  to  take  ve^ 
strong  measures  in  order  to  show  the  border  tribes  that  their  mounUin 
fastnesses  are  not  impregnable,  and  that  the  punishment  of  their  misdeeds 
can  be  inflicted  by  British  power,  even  where  they  think  themselves  mort 
secure.  Lord  Cunon  of  Kedleston  has  entered  into  his  labours,  and,  as  a 
forward  policy  was  forced  upon  Lord  Elgin,  the  opportunity  now  occurs  for 
trying  measures  of  a  different  kind.  They  are  not,  however,  to  be  regarded 
as  measures  conceived  in  a  different  spirit,  or  as  abandoning  anything  that 
the  previous  exertions  of  the  Indian  Uovemment  had  secured.  They  tf« 
different  in  character  because  the  circumstances  are  different,  but  the  aim  is 
unchanged.  They  promise  to  be  much  less  costly  than  those  projected  while 
the  Indian  Government  was  still  under  the  infiuenee  of  the  ChttroL  and  Tir^ 
campaiguMy  and  we  may  at  least  hope  that  they  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  in  view." 

The  italics  are  our  own.  It  is  well  that  Lord  Curzon  should  thus 
quickly  and  effectively  have  checked  a  forward  policy  which  invol^ 
vast  expenditure  and  sought  to  dragoon  the  frontier  tribes  into 
submission  instead  of  co-operating  with  them. 
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THE  ARDAGH  MEMORANDUM. 


A  very  strong  light  has  been  thrown  upon  the  state  of  mind  (or 
rather  of  absence  of  mind)  in  which  the  Government  entered  upon  the 
war  by  the  recent  publication  of  the  Memorandum  prepared  for  the 
War  Office  sixteen  months  before  the  war  by  General  Sir  J.  C. 
Ardagh,  the  head  of  the  Intelligence  Department.  A  copy  of  this 
document  was  captured  by  the  Boers  after  the  abandonment  of 
Dundee,  and  the  substance  of  it  has  been  printed  in  the  Morning 
Leader^  from  which  the  following  paragraphs  are  taken  : — 

This  document  is  dated  June,  1899,  and  is  compiled  in  Section  F, 
Intelligence  Division,  War  Office,  and  is  intended  to  supplement  the  following 
recent  Intelligence  Division  publications : 

Reconnaissance  reports  over  the  Vaal  and  Orange  rivers. 

Reconnaissance  reports  on  the  lines  of  advance  through  the  Orange  Free 
State,  Parts  I.,  II.,  and  III. 

Report  on  the  Natal  railways,  and  of  the  defence  of  them,  etc.,  by 
Capt.  Gale,  R.E. 

Report  on  the  communications  in  Natal,  north  of  the  latitude  of  Ladysmith* 
South  African  Republic  :  Road  and  railway  reports. 
Swaziland  :  Precis  of  information,  revised  to  February,  1898. 
Notes  on  the  line  of  communication.  Cape  Colony. 

J.  C.  ARDAGH,  Major-General. 
CONTENTS. 

Chapter  1— Physical  Features  of  the  Transvaal   5 

„        2— Physical  Features  of  the  Free  State   IC 

,,  3— Military  Forces,  Armaments,  and  Forts  of  the  Transvaal...  12 
,,  4 — Military  Forces,  Armaments,  and  Forts  of  the  Free  State  36 

„  5 — Attitude  of  Native  Population   39 

„       6— Distribution  of  Total  Boer  Forces  in  the  Field    44 

,,       7 — Boer  Tactics  and  Field  Organisation  49 

„       8— DelagoaBay   63 

„       9— Districts  and  Towns  of  the  Transvaal   68 

„      10— Districts  and  Towns  of  the  Free  State   70 

„      11 — Notes  to  Communications  in  South  Africa  78 

„      12— Climate  and  Seasons   88 


MAPS  ENCLOSED. 
1.  General  Map  of  South  Africa.    2.  Rough  Sketch  of  Pretoria,  with 
Forts.    3.  Plan  of  Johannesburg  Fort. 


SOME  EXTRACTS. 
Here  are  some  important  extracts  from  this  report : — 
Page  16  :— 

The  actual  numb  er  of  rifles  known  to  be  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  Transvaal  is  as  follows  :  - 

Martini-Henry    34,000 

Lee-Metfjrd    2,850 

Mauser   24,030 

Giiedes    2,000 

Eiag-Jorgensen    100 


Total   62,950 
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They  have  also  acquired  2,000  Martini-Henry  carbines  and  6,000 
Webley  revolvers. 
Again,  page  27 

Of  the  enormous  quantity  of  rifles  now  in  possession  of  Uie  S.A. 
Republic  only  some  13,500  Martini-Henry  rifles  were  in  the  country 
before  the  Jameson  Raid.  The  whole  of  the  remainder  have  been 
purchased  since  that  date  in  England,  France,  Grermany  and  Belgium. 
This  enormous  stock  of  rifles  would  suffice  to  arm  more  than  double  the 
number  of  the  whole  forces  of  the  Transvaal. 
On  pages  19  and  21  particulars  are  given  of  the  Staats  Artillery  : — 

In  January,  1896,  the  strength  of  the  Staats  Artillery  was  nine 
officers  and  100  men,  though  only  70  men  were  actually  doing  duty. 
Immediately  after  the  Jameson  Raid  the  corps  was  increased  in  strength 
to  about  400,  and  in  January  last  was  stated  by  the  commandant-general 
to  have  an  actual  strength  of  473  officers  and  men.  This  is  exclusive  of 
the  reserve,  which  in  the  time  of  the  Raid  amounted  only  to  50  men,  bat 
may  now  be  estimated  at  200  or  300  at  least. 

The  next  most  interesting  thing  in  these  extracts  is  the  War  Office  estimate 
of  the  forces  the  two  Republics  would  put  in  the  field.    It  was  as  follows  :— 

Transvaal   16,000 

Free  State  13,500 

Disloyal  Colonists   4,000 

Total    33,500 

With  seven  batteries  of  field  artillery,  one  howitzer  battery,  and 
twenty  to  thirty  Maxim  guns. 
It  is  clear  that  this  was  too  low.  They  allowed  5,000  men  to  garrison 
Johannesburg  and  500  for  Pretoria,  when  probably  500  would  have  exceeded 
the  entire  garrisons  of  both.  They  allowed  for  1,000  Transvaalers  on  the 
Swazi  border  and  3,000  Free  Staters  on  the  Basuto  border,  and  1,200 
doing  police  duty.  All  these  figures  are  enormously  inffated,  so  that  the 
Boer  army  in  the  field  did  not  suffer  these  deductions. 

On  the  other  hand  it  detached  more  men  to  Kimberley  and  Mafeking  than 
the  British  War  Office  expected.  It  only  allowed  500  men  for  watching 
Mafeking,  and  1,000  for  Kimberley.  A  far  larger  force  was  engaged  at  both 
places. 

This  document  (the  genuineness  of  which  seems  to  be  admitted  by 
the  War  Office)  is  of  very  great  significance  : — 

(a)  It  shows,  in  the  first  place,  the  absurdity  of  Mr.  Balfour's 
astonishment  at  the  action  of  the  Orange  Free  State : — 

"  If  I  had  been  asked  two  months  ago  whether  it  was  likely  we  should  be 
at  war  with  the  Orange  Free  State,  I  should  have  said—*  You  might  as  well 
expect  us  to  be  at  war  with  Switzerland.'  " — (Dewsbury,  November  2Sih,  1900.) 

The  whole  Memorandum  is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  two 
Republics  would  act  together,  and  that  the  British  advance  would  be 
through  the  Free  State.  The  physical  features,  military  forces,  arma- 
ments, forts,  and  towns  of  the  Free  State  are  dealt  with  side  by  side 
with  those  of  the  Transvaal,  and  their  forces  in  the  field  are  calculated 
as  forming  an  army. 

(b)  It  places  Lord  Salisbury's  famous  "  piano-case "  speech  in  a 
similarly  ridiculous  position : — 
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*'  About  the  artillery  and  munitions  of  war  that  the  Republics  were 
introducing,  I  ask  :  How  on  earth  were  we  to  know  it.  I  believe,  as  a 
matter  of  fact — though  I  do  not  give  this  as  ofl&cial — that  the  guns  were  intro- 
duced in  boilers  and  locomotives,  and  the  munitions  of  war  were  introduced 
in  piano-cases  and  tubs.  We  had  no  power  of  search.  .  .  .  We  have  a 
very  small  secret  service  fund.  .  .  .  You  cannot  see  through  a  stone 
wall." — (House  of  Lords,  January  30th,  1900.) 

The  Memorandum  above  quoted  professes  to  give  the  exact  quantity 
of  the  rifles  (the  most  importcint  of  the  "  munitions  of  war  ")  imported 
by  the  Transvaal,  and  calls  pointed  attention  to  their  extraordinary 
number.  It  also  directs  attention  to  the  remarkable  growth  of  the 
Transvaal  artillery  forces.  The  artillerymen  at  any  rate  were  not 
introduced  into  the  Transvaal  in  piano-cases  and  tubs,  and  the  fact  that 
the  artillery  force  had  increased  in  three  years  from  79  to  473  might 
surely  have  suggested  that  there  had  been  a  corresponding  increase  of 
armaments. 

(c)  Chapter  VII.  of  the  Memorandum  deals  with  Boer  Tactics  and 
Field  Operations,  If  Mr,  Balfour  had  read  this  Memorandum,  it  is 
possible  that  he  would  not  have  been  so  surprised  that  the  Boers  had 
horses : — 

^'The  main  thing  we  have  got  to  learn  and  got  to  consider  ...  is 
the  problem  presented  by  the  fact  that  for  the  first  time,  not  only  in  our 
history,  but  m  the  military  history  of  the  modem  world,  toe  have  got  to  meet 
an  eiiemy  entirely  mmuited." — (Manchester,  January  10th,  1900.) 
Nor  would  Sir  Matthew  White  Ridley,  if  he  had  read  it,  have 
expressed  surprise  at  the  Boers  possessing  rifles. 

Instead  of  having  simply  a  triumphant  march  to  Pretoria  we  had  a 
serious  struggle  with  skilful  soldiers  having  weapons  of  precision." — (BUick- 
pool,  January  ISth,  1900.) 

(d)  Practically  the  whole  of  the  armaments  referred  to  in  the 
Memorandum  are  shown  to  have  been  accumulate<i  during  the  existence 
of  the  jyresent  Government, 

Speaking  generally,  it  is  clear  from  this  Memorandum  that  the 
Government  strained  the  negotiations  to  the  snapping  point  without 
taking  any  care  to  inform  themselves  as  to  strength  of  the  enemy  with 
whom  they  would  have  to  deal.  This  Memorandum  must  have  been 
circulateil  in  the  Cabinet — it  must  at  least  have  been  known  to  the 
"  Committee  of  Defence,"  of  which  Mr.  Balfour  is  supposed  to  be  a 
member — and  was  at  any  rate  accessible,  if  it  had  been  called  for. 
What  is  pretty  clear  is  that  it  was  either  not  called  for  or  not  read.  It 
is  this  that  explains  the  farcical  i£l  0,000,000  estimate  of  the  cost  of 
the  war,  and  the  delusive  assumption  that  it  could  be  put  through  with 
a  single  army  corps.  The  Government  in  fact  never  inquired  as  to  the 
strength  and  resources  of  the  Boers  until  war  had  actually  broken  out. 
"  The  man  in  the  street,"  said  Mr.  Balfour,  "  knew  as  much  as  the 
man  in  the  Cabinet."  The  "  man  in  the  street "  at  any  rate  had  not 
the  Ardagh  Memorandum  in  the  pigeon-holes  of  his  office.  The 
Government  was  ignorant  not  because  they  could  not  look  through  a 
piano  case,  or  "  see  through  a  stone  wall,"  but  because  they  would  not 
read  the  information  prepared  by  their  own  officials. 
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MR.  CHAMBERLAIN'S  "INACCURACIES." 


On  September  22nd  Mr.  Chamberlain  delivered  to  hifi  constitaents 
at  Birmingham  a  speech  which  for  recklessness  of  statement,  virulence 
of  temper,  and  vaingloriousness  (not  to  say  vulgarity)  of  tone  will  take 
rank  with  the  very  finest  of  his  productions.  It  was  however  chiefly 
distinguished  by  a  spirit  of  what  Lord  Spencer  euphemistically  called 
**  barefaced  inaccuracy,"  carried  to  an  extent  which  in  a  person  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  official  position  is  nothing  less  than  astounding. 

(1)  The  Troops  as  Canvassers. — Mr.  Chamberlain  actually  argued 
that  an  autumn  election  was  really  a  disadvantage  for  the  Government 
because  the  troops  were  still  in  Africa : — 

"If  we  had  considered  party  interests  alone  do  you  think  we  should  hare 
taken  this  election  now,  when  220,000  men,  soldiers  of  the  Queen — all  of 
uhom  are  voters — are  away  in  South  Africa  ?  .  .  .  Do  you  suppose  that 
the  soldiers  would  vote  for  these  men  ?  No.  If  they  could  come  home,  and 
we  had  waited  till  they  were  at  home,  we  should  have  220,000  canvassers  for 
the  Unionist  cause." 

This  astonishing  statement  requires  the  following  slight  corrections 
(a)  These  220,000  include  at  least  40,000  Colonial  troops  who 

have  no  votes  in  this  country. 
(6)  They  include  a  very  large  proportion  of  regulars,  of  whom,  as 

everybody  (except  apparently  Mr.  Chamberlain)  knows,  very 

few  indeed  have  votes, 
(c)  Thanks  to  our  extraordinary  registration  laws  it  is  safe  to  say 

that  of  the  remaining  Reservists,  Volunteers,  and  Yeomanry 

a  very  large  number  are  without  any  vote  at  all. 

(2)  The  OudaTvders'  Petition, 

"The  petition  was  signed  by  40,000  people.  Do  you  suppose  there  are 
40,000  capitalists  in  South  Africa  ?  It  is  a  most  unfortunate  country  in  that 
case.  .  .  .  What  answers  ought  the  Ministers  of  the  Queen  to  ha^e  given 
to  such  a  petition  from  40,000  of  her  subjects  ?  " 

Mr.  Chamberlain  rolled  this  40,000  on  his  tongue  with  a  relish,  which 
is  almost  gratifying  to  observe.  Unfortunately  the  number  of  Out- 
landers  who  signed  the  petition  was  only  21,000. 

(3)  "  WhM  I  found  when  I  came  inio  Office." 

They  sent  emissaries  and  agents  to  induce  our  Colonists,  who  had  abso- 
lutely no  cause  of  complaint,  to  rise  against  us  when  the  signal  was  given,  to 
upset  the  Government  which  had  been  so  generous  to  them.  At  the  same 
time  they  employed  Dr.  Leyds  to  carry  on  intrigues  with  foreign  Powers, 
and  they  piled  up  guns  and  ammunition  and  rifles  for  the  day  when  they 
could  assert  the  Boer  independence  and  kick  the  English  out  of  South  Africa. 
Now,  gentlemen,  that  is  what  we  found — that  is  what  I  found — when  I  came 
into  office,  and  it  was  a  nice  situation  to  have  to  deal  with." 

As  to  this 

(a)  When  Mr.  Chamberlain  came  into  office  Dr.  Leyds  was  still 
State  Secretary,  a  fact  which  the  correspondence  at  the  time 
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of  the  Raid  might  well  have  fixed  in  Mr.  Chamberlain's  mind. 
He  did  not  go  to  Europe  till  three  years  later. 
(b)  The  Ardagh  Memorandum  (see  previous  article)  shows 
conclusively  that  the  whole  of  the  Boer  armaments  were 
accumulated  during  Mr.  Chamberlain's  tenure  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  The  Boer  armaments  when  he  came  into  office  were, 
as  Mr.  Asquith  said  at  Tayport,  not  "  worth  an  old  song." 

(4)  The  Signatories  of  the  Convention  o/  1881. 

**  How  was  the  Convention  given  to  them  ?  President  Kruger,  General 
Joubert,  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Schalk  Burger,  who,  I  think,  is  now  the  temporary 
president  appointed  by  President  Kruger  .  .  .  these  three  men  gave 
distinct  promises  to  our  representatives  that  they  would  give  equal  privileges 
and  rights  to  British  subjects,  as  well  as  to  the  burghers  of  the  Republics." 
The  signatories  of  the  Convention  were  Messrs.  Kruger,  Joubert  and 
Pretorius.  Mr.  Schalk  Burger  did  not  sign ;  moreover,  the  Mr. 
Schalk  Burger  of  those  days  was  not  the  present  "  acting  president," 
but  his  father. 

(5)  }fr.  Buxton  and  the  Suzerainty, 

But  who  is  he  (Sir  WxUiam  Harconrt)  to  accuse  one  of  having  asserted 
the  suzerainty  of  the  Queen  ?  At  the  time  he  made  the  statement  I  did  not 
know  what  I  know  now,  and  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you.  I  have  found  out 
since  that  this  suzerainty  of  the  Queen,  in  almost  the  exact  words  which  I 
used  in  ray  despatch,  was  asserted  by  Mr.  Buxton,  the  late  Under-Secretaij 
of  State  for  tne  Colonies — asserted  in  the  House  of  - Commons  with  Su: 
William  Harcourt  sitting  by  his  side.  And  yet  the  assertion  of  that  again 
which  could  be  made  without  offence  by  Mr.  Buxton,  which  was  accepted  at 
the  time  by  Sir  William  Harcourt,  is  now  brought  forward  as  a  proof  of  the 
provocative  disposition  of  the  new  diplomacy  of  the  Colonial  Secretary." 

This  extraordinary  statement  is  absolutely  baseless.  What  Mr.  Buxton 
actually  said  was  this.  He  was  answering  a  question  put  to  him  by 
Sir  Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett  in  Parliament  on  February  28th,  1900  : — 

As  r^ards  the  question  of  suzerainty,  it  is  a  somewhat  doubtful  ques- 
tion as  to  what  extent  the  suzerainty,  created  under  the  Ccmvention  of  1881, 
was  continued  by  the  Convention  of  1884.  But  the  matter  is  not  one  of 
much  importance,  inasmuch  as  the  essence  of  the  suzerainty  was  contained  in 
Clause  4  of  the  Convention  of  1884,  which  deals  with  the  external  relations 
of  the  South  African  Republic.  This  clause  remains  in  full  and  effective 
force  ;  and,  as  1  have  stated  on  two  occasions  lately  in  the  House,  under 
Article  IV.  of  the  London  Convention  of  1884,  the  South  African  Republic, 
as  regards  its  foreign  relations,  is,  and  remains,  within  the  sphere  of  British 
influence,  and  can  conclude  no  Treaty  or  engagement  with  any  state  or 
nation  (with  the  exception  of  the  Orange  Free  State)  until  the  same  has  been 
submitted  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  her  approval." 
It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  not  anywhere  any  assertion  that 
suzerainty  was  claimed  on  behalf  of  Great  Britain. 

But  the  matter  does  not  rest  there.  There  were  two  very 
illuminating  supplementary  questions  which  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton 
answered  : — 

Sir  E.  Ashmead-Bartlktt  said  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  answered 
whether  the  Queen's  suzerainty  liad  been  abrogated  by  any  treaty  or  public 
document. 
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**  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  repeated  that  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
the  Convention  of  1884  had  not  superseded  the  preamble  and  the  clause  vl 
the  Convention  of  1881. 

**  Mr,  T.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lyme  Regis)  :  Does  not  the  hon.  gentleman 
know  whether  there  is  suzerainty  or  not  ? 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  :  I  have  already  stated  the  question  about  which 
there  is  doubt.  But,  as  regards  the  practical  Question,  really  the  only 
matter  of  any  importance  is  fully  confirmed  by  Clause  4  of  the  Convention 
of  1884,  which  we  certainly  intend  to  uphold." 

That  is  to  say,  so  far  from  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  claiming  suzerainty, 
two  Tory  members  actually  criticised  him  for  not  doing  so.  And  jet 
Mr.  Chamberlain  actually  dares  to  say  that  all  he  did  was  to  repeat 
what  Mr.  Buxton  had  said. 

(6)  Lord  Loch  and  the  OuUanders. 
Mr.  Asquith,  speaking  the  other  day,  was  very  angry  with  me  because 
I  said  that  my  predecessors  had  allowed  matters  to  drift.  He  says  I  did  not 
know,  perhaps,  that  my  predecessors  in  the  last  days  of  their  admimstration 
took  up  the  cause  of  the  Outlanders,  and  instructed  Lord  Loch  to  send  a 
representation  to  President  £j*uger  of  their  grievances  and  of  the  remedy 
which  they  proposed.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Asquith  knows  much  about  the 
proceedings  of  the  Grovernment  of  which  he  was  so  distinguished  a  member. 
1  know  all  that  he  told  me,  and  I  know  something  else.  I  know  that  after 
sending  this  representation,  and  giving  orders  to  Lord  Loch  to  present  it, 
they  withdrew  it  and  it  was  never  presented.  Why  was  it  withdrawn  ?  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  look  into  the  minds  of  men,  -especially  the  minds  of  my 
opponents  ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  was  part  of  that  continuous  poUcy  of 
scuttle  which  has  always  been  piursued  when  the  Little  Englander  section  of  the 
Liberal  party  has  been  in  power,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  if  the  great 
Sir  William  Harcourt  himself,  who  is  now  so  ready  to  vote  supplies  for  the 
war,  although  he  accuses  us  of  squandering  the  millions  of  the  ratepayers, 
I  should  not  be  surprised  if  he  had  had  something  to  say  to  this  noble 
representation  which  was  never  presented.  But  to  have  a  representation,  to 
instruct  your  representative  to  put  it  forward,  and  then  in  a  few  weeks,  and 
in  a  great  fright,  to  draw  back  and  to  ask  that  it  should  not  be  presented,  I 
call  that  a  policy  of  drift,  and  in  spite  of  Mr.  Asquith,  I  maintain  the 
description." 

This  again  is  a  fable.  The  actual  facts  were  thus  stated  by  Mr. 
Buxton  on  September  26th : — 

**  What  are  the  real  facts  ?  It  was  intended  at  the  end  of  1894,  the 
Swaziland  question  not  being  settled,  that  Lord  Loch  should  again  see 
President  Kruger  in  reference  to  the  matter  (this  was  subsequent  to  his  visit 
to  Pretoria).  President  Kruger  had  intimated  that  he  desired  at  the 
Conference  to  reopen  the  London  Convention  of  1884,  in  order  to  discuss 
certain  of  its  terms  with  a  view  to  their  alteration.  The  Grovernment  had 
no  wish  to  reopen  the  Convention,  but  were  willing  to  discuss  matters  if  the 
President  desired.  A  long  dis^witch  was  therefore  sent  to  Lord  Loch,  of 
which  the  published  part  only  forms  a  portion.  In  this  was  confidentially 
discussed  tne  points  likely  to  be  raised  by  the  President,  and  he  (Lord  Loch) 
was  also  instructed  that  if  the  Convention  was  reopened  the  position  of  the 
Outlanders  must  also  be  considered. 

**  For  reasons  of  his  own,  however,  Kruger  did  not  subsequently  press 
for  the  reopening  of  the  Convention.  As  we  had  no  desire  at  that  time  to 
reopen  it  ourselves,  the  matter  dropped,  and  with  it  therefore,  for  the  time 
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being,  the  instructions  given  to  Lord  Loch.  But  Lord  Loch  had  never  been 
instructed  to  present  the  dispatch,  which  was  merely  in  the  nature  of  a  brief 
for  him  to  use  in  the  event  of  his  having  to  discuss  the  Convention  with  the 
President. 

**  The  portion  of  the  dispatch  in  question  referring  to  the  *  franchise  '  was 
published  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  as  an  appendix  to  his  dispatch  of  February, 
1896.  He  requested  Lord  Ripon  to  allow  him  to  publish  it — it  being  confi- 
dential— and  as  it  clearly  expressed  our  views  in  reference  to  the  question 
of  the  franchise  there  seemed  no  harm  in  so  allowing  its  publication. 

**  The  use  to  which  it  would  be  put,  however,  could  hai'dly  have  been 
anticipated.  Up  to  lately  it  has  been  assumed  that  it  had  been  presented, 
and  it  has  been  freely  utilised  as  an  argument  showing  the  ol^tinacy  of 
Kruger  that  he  refused  our  moderate  proposals. 

"  I  reaffirm  the  statement  that  the  dispatch  was  never  intended  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Kruger,  and  was  therefore  never  withdrawn." 

This  is  certainly  a  very  respectable  list  of  inaccuracies  for  a  single 
speech.  It  is  a  very  remarkable  list,  when  one  reflects  that  the  speech 
is  the  speech  of  a  responsible  Minister.  To  adapt  a  remark  once  made 
by  Mr.  Gladstone  about  another  member  of  the  present  Government : 
Mistakes,  pardonable  in  private  persons,  are  scandalous  in  Colonial 
Secretaries." 


The  resolution  and  manifesto  printed  below  were  on  September  25th 
issued  by  the  National  Liberal  Federation. 


'*  This  Committee  desires  to  impress  upon  all  Liberals,  whatever 
may  be  their  opinions  as  to  the  justice  or  injustice  of  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  the  necessity  of  unity  in  opposition  to  the  present 
Grovemrtlent.  There  is  much  to  criticise  in  the  conduct  of  South 
African  affairs  by  Lord  Salisbury's  Administration,  but  for  the 
course  piu^ued  during  the  last  five  years  the  Liberal  Party  is  not 
responsible.  The  immediate  duty  of  all  Liberals  is  to  strive  for  a 
firm  and  just  policy  in  dealing  with  the  annexed  territories,  and  to 
urge  that  the  people  of  those  territories  shall  be  conciliated  by  the 
grant  of  Representative  Institutions  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment." 

IL — The  Manifesto. 
Yielding  to  pressure  from  the  less  scrupulous  of  his  colleagues  and  sup- 
porters. Lord  Salisbury  has  recommended  the  Queen  to  dissolve  Parliament 
as  and  from  to-day.  When  Lord  Beaconsfield  was  blamed  for  not  taking  a 
Greneral  Election  in  1878  on  the  conclusion  of  the  Berlin  Conference,  he 
declared  that — 

**  A  Minister  with  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons 
has  no  business  to  dissolve  merely  with  the  object  of  gaining  an 
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advantage  at  the  polls  due  to  transitory  circumstances.  It  is  said 
I  have  lost  a  golden  opportunity.  I  am  not  so  sure  of  it.  The 
English  people  do  not  like  breaches  of  Constitutional  practice." 

It  would  seem  that  Her  Majesty's  present  advisers  are  less  scrupulous  than 
Lord  Beasonsfield,  and  a  **  Khaki "  Election  in  the  month  of  October  is 
accordingly  ordered. 

The  Nation  will  not  soon  forget  the  dark  days  of  less  than  a  year  tugo 
following  the  miscalculation  of  a  Grovemment  that  had  risked  a  war  without 
first  counting  the  cost.  The  manner  of  conducting  the  negotiations  had,  at 
least,  not  made  for  a  peaceful  solution.  For  years  this  Government,  without 
remonstrance,  had  allowed  the  Transvaal  to  arm  itself  to  the  teeth,  and  yet 
continued  to  underestimate  its  military  strength.  Disasters  in  the  field  fell 
like  thunderclaps  upon  our  country  and  overwhelmed  it  with  shame,  appre- 
hension and  distress.  Out  of  this  state  of  humiliation  it  has  been  lifted,  not 
by  the  statesmanship  and  administration  of  the  Grovemment,  but  by  the 
genius  of  Lord  Roberts  and  the  bravery  and  endurance  of  officers  and  men ; 
while  the  whole  people,  without  distinction  of  Party,  calmly,  patiently, 
stubbornly  facing  their  adversity,  have  cheerfully  yielded  up  those  they  love 
best  to  hardship  and  to  death  in  the  service  and  for  the  honour  of  a  common 
country. 

And  now  this  Government  are  scheming  that  in  the  achievements  of  a 
great  General  and  a  brave  army  their  own  negligence,  miscalculation  and 
manifold  misdoing  shall  be  forgiven  and  forgotten.  They  are  seeking  to 
prostitute  the  sacrifices  of  a  whole  people  to  the  interest  of  one  political 
Party.  By  a  Dissolution  on  a  stale  Register,  and  a  point-blank  refusal  of 
such  special  legislation  as  would  put  the  new  Register  in  force — sharp 
practice  unprecedented  since  the  great  Reform  Bill — they  deliberately 
disfranchise  half  a  million  of  electors,  and  their  appeal  to  the  nation  for  a 
verdict  of  acquittal  and  confidence  is  so  far  a  delusion  and  a  sham. 
Liberals,  whatever  their  diflferences  of  opinion,  must  unite  in  indignant 
protest  against  such  an  obvious  and  discreditable  electioneering  trick,  and 
call  upon  their  fellow  citizens  not  to  be  blinded  to  the  vast  and  varied 
interests  at  stake  by  the  dust  of  a  false  and  partial  issue.  •  Not  Lord 
Roberts  and  his  soldiers,  but  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  colleagues  ask  for  the 
Nation's  confidence,  and  that  in  all  departments,  for  the  next  six  years. 

What  have  they  done  to  deserve  it  ?  Have  they  other  credentials  than 
the  mismanagement  of  negotiations  and  of  war  ? 

Abroad,  where  it  was  prophesied  for  them  by  one  of  themselves  that  the 
advent  of  this  Heaven-sent  Government  would  shed  an  unwonted  feeling  of 
calm  and  security  over  Europe,  their  career  has  been  marked  by  a  continuous 
series  of  wars  and  rumours  of  war.  In  the  crises  and  complications  wiUi 
which  they  have  been  called  upon  to  deal,  they  have  shown  neither  dear 
purpose  nor  resourceful  diplomacy,  nor  any  true  sense  of  the  greatness  and 
dignity  of  the  country  whose  destinies  and  traditions  had  been  committed 
to  their  keeping.  In  the  Near  East,  thanks  to  the  feebleness  and  ineffective- 
ness with  which  the  voice  of  this  country  was  heard  in  the  Councils  of 
Europe,  we  have  seen  the  Armenian  Christians  slaughtered  and  unavenged. 
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Oreece  humiliated,  the  Sultan  triumphant,  and  Crete  only  delivered  from 
bis  sway  by  a  happy  accident,  of  which  Admirals  were  able  to  take  advantage 
where  Statesmen  had  failed.  In  India  the  wanton  breach  of  the  country's 
pledged  word,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  wise  policy  of  their  predecessors, 
kindled  the  whole  frontier  into  a  flame.  In  Siam,  Tunis  and  Madagascar 
British  interests  were  gratuitously  sacrificed  by  a  series  of  what  were  called 
'  *"  graceful  concessions. ' ' 

Finally,  in  the  Far  East  the  Government  subjected  the  country  to  a 
succession  of  humiliations.  They  entered  into  a  futile  and  unnecessary 
contest  with  Russia,  on  which  they  were  at  every  point  worsted.  They 
neglected  golden  opportunities  which  might  have  been  seized  with  eflect,  and 
finally  were  forced  to  console  themselves  and  the  country  with  Wei-hai-wei, 
the  possession  of  which  has  imposed  an  additional  burden  on  our  already 
overtaxed  military  resources,  and  is  a  source  of  naval  weakness  rather  than 
strength.  And  in  this,  as  in  all  other  matters,  the  Government  so  unskilfully 
represented  the  interests  and  presented  the  case  of  this  country,  that  the 
nations  of  Europe  now  stand  towards  us  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  and 
suspicion. 

At  home,  the  lavish  and  grandiloquent  promises  with  which  the  con- 
fidence of  the  country  was  wooed  have  issued  in  a  singularly  bare  and 
exiguous  performance.  The  great  social  programme  has  evaporated  into  air. 
The  scheme  for  Old  Age  Pensions,  which  was  *'so  simple  that  anyone  could 
understand  it,"  and  which  any  Liberal  Unionist  agent "  was  prepared  to 
explain,  has  disappeared  in  a  vanishing  vista  of  Committees  of  Inquiry. 
The  great  question  of  Temperance  Reform,  which  bulked  so  largely  in 
Unionist  election  addresses,  has  also  been  shelved.  In  the  early  days  of  the 
Government  it  was  pushed  aside,  the  profits  of  the  brewers  being  preferred 
to  the  prayers  of  the  Bishops,  and  of  late,  when  revived  by  the  highly 
significant  Report  of  his  own  Licensing  Commission,  it  was  dismissed  by  the 
Prime  Minister  with  cheap  jibes  about  '*free  indulgence."  The  scheme  of 
Employers*  Liability  which  was  to  compensate  **  every  man  for  every 
accident,"  *'a8  a  matter  of  right  and  certainty,  without  the  risk  of  litigation," 
has  resulted  in  a  scheme  which,  though  revolutionary  in  its  character,  is 
arbitrary  and  partial  in  its  incidence,  and  has  proved  the  most  litigious  Act 
of  modem  times. 

There  is  one  section  of  their  policy  to  which  the  Government  have 
devoted  themselves  with  zeal  and  persistence — that  of  administering  doles 
from  the  public  exchequer  to  the  classes  on  whose  support  they  rely.  That 
policy  appears  to  have  been  pursued  with  all  the  more  gratification  because 
it  involved  the  emphasis  and  extension  of  the  principle  of  Sectarianism  in 
Education,  and  preserved  the  so-called  ** Voluntary"  Schools  from  that 
public  control  which  should  always  follow  the  grant  of  public  money.  In 
doles  of  this  sort  to  Agricultural  Landowners,  to  Clerical  Tithepayers  and  to 
Denominational  Schools,  the  whole  of  the  magnificent  revenue  derived  from 
Sir  William  Harcourt's  great  financial  reforms  has  been  uselessly  and  mis- 
chievously dribbled  away  ;  during  years  of  peace  and  increasing  income  there 
has  been  no  substantial  remission  of  taxation  ;  while  to  complete  the  picture 
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of  the  Groverament's  financial  recklesanesSf  the  Sinking  Fund,  the  reserve 
of  the  country  against  the  time  of  war,  was  wantonly  raided,  in  the  teeth  *»f 
his  own  financial  principles,  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Is  it  likely  that  the  Nation  will  forget  this  record  of  the  Grovemment  s 
unskilful  handling  of  its  interests  abroad,  and  the  vicious  principles  of  ite 
legislation  at  home  ?  Shall  we  not  all  unite  in  condemnation  of  a  Ministij 
which,  for  the  five  years  of  its  existence,  has  kept  the  Empire  in  a  ferment, 
has  squandered  its  resources,  and  in  legislation  and  administration  hss 
shown  neither  the  will  nor  the  power  to  pursue  or  to  initiate  a  policy  U 
progress  and  reform  ? 

The  Military  conquest  of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal  is  said 
to  be  over,  and  those  territories  have  been  formally  annexed  to  the  dominions 
of  the  British  Crown.  But  to  annex  a  territory  is  one  thing,  to  settle  it  is 
another.  There  remains  before  this  country  a  task  the  delicacy  and  difficulty 
of  which  throw  mere  operations  of  war  into  the  shade.  It  is  a  task  whick 
calls  for  tenacious  purpose,  discriminating  judgment,  broad  and  liberil 
sympathies.  It  consists  in  the  reconciliation  of  a  humbled  but  brave  per>ple 
to  the  conditions  of  a  new  flag,  and  in  the  reconstruction  of  free  institutions 
within  the  bounds  of  an  Empire  for  men  who  before  owed  no  direct 
allegiance  save  to  themselves.  Is  such  a  task  to  be  loft  to  a  Party  with  Toiy 
ideals  and  Tory  traditions,  and  a  Government  with  the  persotmel  and  the 
record  of  the  present  administration  ?  Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  that  tho:$e 
who  so  little  understood  the  task  before  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
will  be  able  to  cope  with  the  far  heavier  and  more  complicated  problems 
presented  by  its  sequel  f  These  are  the  questions  connected  with  South 
Africa  which  the  electorate  of  these  islands  have  now  the  opportunity  and 
the  responsibility  of  determining. 

There  are,  moreover,  far-reaching  questions  affecting  the  relations 
between  the  Colonies  and  the  Mother  Country  to  which  new  attention  has 
been  directed  by  the  attitude  and  action  of  the  Colonies  in  this  War.  Th<*e 
are  questions  which  ought  not  to  be  left  for  solution  to  the  Tory  Party, 
whose  record  in  these  matters  in  times  jjast  has  never  been  happy,  and  has 
sometimes  been  disastrous. 

But  we  do  not  forget  that  questitms  of  Foreign  Policy  and  the  Govemmeni 
of  our  Empire  across  the  seas  are  by  no  means  the  only  matters  for  Liberals 
to  ponder.  Nor  does  our  duty  end  with  opposition  to  the  class  legislatitm 
which  this  (xovernment  has  forced  upon  us.  It  is  sometimes  said  by  cynics 
that  the  work  of  the  Liberal  Party  is  done,  but  he  who  thinks  this  must  \^ 
blind  indeed  to  the  giim  and  menacing  group  of  subjects  which  has  been 
called  *'the  Condition  of  the  People  Question."  So  long  as  the  Housinc 
Problems,  both  of  the  Town  and  of  the  Rural  Districts,  remain  unsolved: 
so  long  as  our  Land  Laws  are  unreformed  ;  so  long  as  the  evils  of  intem|»erancc 
ct)ntinue  unchecked  ;  so  long  as  complete  Religious  Equality  is  denied ;  ?*> 
long  as  the  doors  of  Parliament  are  open  only  to  the  wealthy ;  so  long  as 
some  men  have  many  votes  while  many  have  none ;  so  long  as  the  Veei^ 
may  arbitrarily  overrule  the  Commons — so  long  must  there  remain  work 
which  the  Liberal  Party  alone  can  do. 

To  secure  that  the  government  of  the  Empire  shall  be  conducted  up^^n 
Liberal  principles,  to  maintain  a  firm  but  non-provocative  policy  abroad,  to 
forward  social  j)rogress  at  home,  and  to  provide  strong  businesslike  admini^ 
tration  in  all  the  great  Departments  of  the  State,  is  as  much  the  duty  of 
Liberals  to-day  as  it  ever  was,  and  it  is  to  strenuous  endeavour  to  secure 
that  Liberals  shall  have  the  power  to  perform  these  duties  that  we  call  upi>n 
our  Federated  Associations  to  devote  themselves.  Every  seat  won  from  the 
Tories  is  a  gain  to  the  cause  of  the  people. 
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THE  AUTUMN  ELECTION. 


There  is  no  precedent  for  an  Autumn  Election  on  a  stale  register 
since,  by  the  passing  of  the  great  lleform  Act  of  1832,  the  franchise 
wa3  put  on  a  popular  basis.  On  two  occasions,  in  1868  and  1885,  a 
dissolution  has  taken  place  in  November.  In  both  instances  this  took 
place  after  an  extension  of  the  franchise,  and  in  both  cases  the  Election 
was  held  on  a  new  register  accelerated  by  a  special  Act  for  the  purposes 
of  the  General  Election.  In  no  other  case  has  a  dissolution  taken 
place  later  in  the  year  than  July.  The  only  justification  now  ofifered 
on  the  Ministerial  side  is  that  the  Prime  Minister  is  not  bound  to 
consider  the  convenience  of  the  Opposition  in  choosing  a  moment  for 
an  appeal  to  the  country.  It  is  quite  true  that  in  normal  circum- 
stances, with  customary  conditions,  the  Prime  Minister  may  properly 
choose  a  moment  likely  to  suit  the  Government  of  the  day,  but  this 
freedom  of  choice  has  always  been  conditioned  in  two  ways  : — 

(I.)  He  must  not  use  a  national  occasion  for  mere  Party  purposes. 
A  case  of  this  kind  arose  in  1878,  when  Lord  Beaconsfield 
(who  cannot  be  considered  too  scrupulous  a  Constitutionalist) 
held  that  it  clearly  would  have  been  a  breach  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  have  a  "Peace  with  Honour"  dissolution. 
Writing  subsequently  to  a  colleague  in  justification  of  his 
disinclination  to  turn  the  enthusiasm  engendered  by  **  Peace 
with  Honour  "  to  party  advantage  he  said  : — 

*'A  Minister  with  a  large  majority  in  the  House  of 
Commons  has  no  business  to  dissolve  merely  with  the  object 
of  gaining  an  advantage  at  the  polls  due  to  transitory  circum- 
stances. It  is  said  I  have  lost  a  golden  opportunity.  I  am 
not  so  sure  of  it.  The  English  people  do  not  like  breaches  of 
Constitutional  practice.  Had  I  yielded  to  the  temptation 
that  undoubtedly  presented  itself  in  July,  1878,  they  might, 
and  probably  would,  have  visited  my  sins  upon  my  head. 

(II.)  The  election  ought  not  to  take  place  at  a  time  when,  owing 
to  the  staleness  of  the  register,  large  numbers  of  those  entitled 
to  vote  are  virtually  disfranchised.  It  has  already  been 
pointed  out  tliat  the  practical  effect  of  this  during  this  century 
has  been  to  make  the  month  of  July  the  latest  possible  date 
for  a  dissolution.  The  register  on  which  the  present  election 
is  being  held  consists  of  electors  whose  qualifications  began  to 
run  on  July  15th,  1898 — two  and  a-quarter  years  ago.  By 
the  time  the  poll  takes  place  the  new  Electoral  Lists  for  1901, 
which  are  now  being  revised  in  the  Revision  Courts,  will 
have  been  completed;  in  many  cases  be  in  the  printer^s 
hands  ;  and  in  some  cases  actually  complete  and  ready  for  use. 
In  Leeds  (for  example)  it  is  computed  that  this  year's  register 
now  contains  the  names  of  1,000  dead  men  and  25,000 
removals. 
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THE  AUSTRALIAN  COMMONWEALTH. 


Tory  candidates  in  accounting  for  the  failure  of  the  Tory  Grovem- 
ment  to  introduce  measures  of  social  improvement  promised  by  leaders 
of  the  party  are  attempting  to  claim  for  it  credit  for  the  federation  of 
Australia. 

Speaking  at  Bristol,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  is  reported  to  have 
said  (Titruts,  August  9th,  1900)  :— 

They  had  passed  one  Act,  at  any  rate,  which  he  thought  would  make 
its  mark  in  the  history,  not  merely  of  the  British  Empire,  but  of  the  world. 
They  had  passed  an  Act  forming  the  great  Australian  Commonwealth  of  the 
future,  which  they  hoped  and  believed  would  remain  one  of  the  principal 
parts  of  the  British  Empire  for  as  long  as  time  might  endure  ;  and  they  had 
placed  on  the  Statute-book  measures  of  social  improvement  for  the  country 
which  he  appreciated,  but  which  he  would  not  for  a  moment  pretend  were 
measures  of  great  importance." 

At  Crewe,  Mr.  J.  E.  Reiss,  the  Unionist  Candidate,  on  September 
1st,  1900,  is  reported  as  saying  {Manchester  Guardian^  September  3nl 
1900) 

**They  heard  a  great  deal  abaut  the  inertia  of  the  present  Grovemment— 
that  with  a  huge  majority  at  their  backs,  they  had  accomplished  so  little— 
but  the  Federation  of  Australia  would  stand  out  as  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant events  of  the  century,  and  the  man  who  had  brought  that  about  would 
go  down  to  posterity  as  one  of  England's  greatest  statesmen." 

The  foregoing  will  be  intesting  to  Australians  who  take  a  pride  in 
their  new  Constitution.  In  a  memorandum,  of  date  April  27  th,  1900, 
addressed  by  the  Australian  Federal  Delegates  to  Mr.  Chamberlaiii, 
they  state  : — 

It  may,  of  course,  be  said  that  the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill  will 
be  an  Imperial  Act.  Nevertheless,  it  is  an  instrument  of  (JovemineDt 
framed  by  chosen  Australians  and  ratified  by  those  who  chose  them." 

In  the  British  Parliament  the  Conunonwealth  Act  was  a  non-party 
measure,  and  the  Government  had  the  support  of  the  entire  oppodtion 
in  passing  it.  On  the  arrival  in  England  of  the  Federal  delegates  in 
March,  1900,  they  at  once  received  the  support  of  promiaeat  Liberd 
leaders,  and  of  the  Liberal  press  throughout  the  country,  in  their  eflTorts 
to  have  the  Constitution,  as  adopted  by  a  three  to  one  majority  of  the 
Australian  people,  passed  into  law  by  Imperial  enactment,  without 
alteration  in  any  of  its  provisions.  Wliat  opposition  they  encountered 
came  from  the  Tory  Press  and  members  of  the  Tory  party,  to  whom  the 
advanced  Liberalism  of  young  Australia  is  specially  obnoxious. 

The  Commonwealth  Bill  was  first  drafted  and  adopted  at  the  Con- 
vention of  1891.  The  draft  Bill  then  contained  a  clause  prohibiting 
any  appeal  beyond  the  High  Court  of  Australia.  "  During  the  visit  of 
the  Premiers  to  England  at  the  Jubilee,  the  matter  was  referred  to  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  who  urged  reconsideration." 
(Telegram  from  Sir  John  Madden,  Lieut.-Govemor  of  Victoria,  to  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  April  22nd,  1900.) 

Thereafter  the  Australian  Convention  of  1897-8  framed  the  oele 
brated  **  Clause  74,"  giving  a  restricted  right  of  appeal.    The  Bill,  thns 
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amended,  was  forwarded  by  Sir  R.  C.  Baker,  Chairman  of  Committees 
of  the  Federal  Convention,  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  in  February,  1898, 
together  with  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  Convention, 
and  exception  was  not  taken  to  any  of  its  provisions  by  the  Colonial 
Office,  or  the  Crown  Law  officers. 

In  the  following  year  (1899)  after  a  meeting  of  the  Australian 
Premiers,  each  of  the  Federating  Colonies  passed  an  Enabling  Act,  to 
which  the  entire  text  of  the  Commonwealth  Bill  was  a  schedule.  Each 
of  these  five  Enabhng  Acts  was  duly  assented  to,  and  as  in  each  case 
it  involved  a  change  in  the  Constitution  of  the  particular  colony  that 
it  affected,  it  must  of  necessity,  according  to  custom,  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Crown  Law  officers  by  the  Colonial  Office.  Still,  na 
objection  was  taken  to  any  provision  of  the  Constitution,  and  it  was 
allowed  to  go  to  the  referendum  of  the  Australian  people. 

After  its  adoption  by  a  three  to  one  majority,  Mr.  Chamberlain 
telegraphed  to  the  Australian  Premiers  asking  that,  "  Delegates  be  sent 
to  England,  to  explain  and  give  assistance  when  the  Australian 
Commonwealth  Bill  comes  before  the  Imperial  Parliament."  The 
various  Governments  complied  with  the  request,  beHeving  that  the 
presence  of  the  delegates  was  intended  merely  to  add  dignity  and 
importance  to  the  granting  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  Not  until 
they  arrived  in  England  did  the  delegates  realise  that  they  had  been 
placed  in  a  false  position  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  urged  them  ta 
consent  to  amendments  in  the  Constitution  that  had  been  solemnly 
agreed  to  by  the  people  of  Australia,  and  from  whom,  of  course,  they 
held  no  mandate  to  agree  to  the  alteration  of  a  single  syllable. 

After  months  of  persistence  in  opposition  to  any  alteration  of  the 
Bill  upon  the  part  of  the  delegates,  and  various  attempts  to  juggle  with 
"  Clause  74  "  by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  the  Bill  finally  passed  by  a  non- 
party and  unanimous  vote. 


"  A  Disappointed  Liberal  Unionist "  writes 
A  Candid  Friend,    to  The  Times  of  September  2l8t  a  melancholy 
letter  from  which  the  following  very  cogent 
and  incisive  observations  are  taken : — 

But  what  means  are  to  be  taken  to  make  it  clear  that,  while  continuing 
the  Conservative  and  Liberal  Unionist  party  in  power,  the  nation  is  not  to 
be  supposed  to  be  expressing  approval  of  much  that  they  have  done  or  to  be 
giving  them  a  mandate  to  continue  on  the  lines  of  the  brilliant  strokes  of 
genius  of  which  the  following  are  some  examples  : — 

"  (1)  The  famous,  fatuous  withdrawal  of  ships  from  Port  Arthur. 

(2)  The  fatal  surrender  to  Russia  in  the  matter  of  the  Chinese  loans. 
**  (3)  The  recent  contemptible  vacillation  with  regard  to  the  landing  of 
troops  at  Shanghai. 

'^(4)  Oenenlly,  the  negligent  want  of  foresight  displayed  throughout  our 
Chinese  policy  of  the  last  few  years,  fitly  described  by  our  Ministers  them- 
selves as  the  absence  of  intelligent  anticipation  of  events  before  they  occur. 


ELECTION  NOTES. 


470 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGA/JNE. 


(October.  ISOQ. 


(5)  The  fatal  error  in  connection  with  the  South  African  war,  which  may 
be  compendiously  described  as  *  unmounted  men  preferred.' 

**(6)  Our  rulers'  ignorance  of  Mr.  Kruger's  preparations  for  wax. 

**To  add  infinitely  to  this  list,  did  space  permit,  would  not  be  difficult. 
We  have  much  to  be  thankful  for  to  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  colleagues  ;  but 
our  thankfulness  should  not  make  us  oblivious  of  their  terrible  errors  and 
omissions,  especially  as  at  the  present  moment  there  is  a  rare  opportunity  for 
repeating  them  with  results  even  more  disastrous  than  before.* 

In  a  leading  article  of  the  same  date  the  Times  itself  thiLs  comments 
on  the  above  letter : — 

'*At  the  same  time  Ministers  nmst  not  imagine  that,  because  the 
Opposition  are  unable  to  turn  them  out,  their  own  shortcomings  will  be 
forgotten.  The  opinions  to  which  expression  is  given  in  the  letter  of  **  A 
Disapi)ointed  Liberal  Unionist "  prevail  very  widely  even  among  the 
stanchest  Conservatives. ' ' 

K  this  is  the  judgment  of  their  own  friends,  no  wonder  the  Govern- 
ment have  decided  on  a  Khaki  election. 


The  complaint  of  "A  Disappointed  Liberal 
Another.  Unionist,"  was  echoed  and  emphasised  in  the 

Times  of  the  day  following  by  "An  Old- 
fashioned  Tory,"  who,  strangely  enough,  seems  to  retain  an  abiding 
faith  in  the  extremely  new-fashioned  Colonial  Secretary. 

*'  My  practical  answer  to  *  A  Disappointed  Liberal  Unionist '  is  this,  I 
have  votes  in  five  constituencies  ;  for  one  a  Radical  sits,  for  two  Conservatives, 
and  for  two  members  of  the  present  Ministry.  In  the  first  three  con- 
stituencies I  shall,  of  course,  cast  my  votes  for  the  Conservative  candidates, 
but  in  the  last  two  I  intend  to  support  the  Radicals,  being  convinced  that 
the  true  and  permanent  interests  of  the  Consen^tive  party  will  be  less 
injured  by  the  addition  of  two  votes  to  the  0pix)8ition  than  by  the  return  to 
office  of  those  who — Mr.  Chamberlain  .  .  .  excepted — have  so  mismanaged 
our  afllairs  in  every  department  and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Fiveyeara 
more  of  our  present  Ministry  and  the  Conservative  majority  will  disappear 
for  HO  long,  at  least,  as  men  live  to  remember  the  muddle  and  weakness  and 
vacillation  which  have  marked  the  career  of  the  present  Cabinet." 


Surely  the  whole  of  the  negotiations  is  the 
The  Conduct  op  the  exact  parallel  in  politics  of  one  of  those  frontal 
Negotiations.  attacks  without  sufficient  reconnaissance  which 
have  been  so  universally  condemned  in  the  present 
war.  The  Government  had  no  idea  how  many  Boers  were  behind  the 
entrenchments  they  were  attacking,  or  that  any  of  them  would  fight  if 
challenged.  They  were  *  misled  by  guides,'  as  one  of  the  Generals  reported 
after  an  unusually  *  regrettable  occurrence ' — false  guides  who  knew  nothing 
of  the  lie  of  the  land  or  of  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants.  Like  the 
Grenerals,  they  indulged  in  a  *  preliminary  bombardment,'  which  had  no 
result  except  to  warn  and  irritate  the  enemy,  and,  again  like  the  Generals, 
they  expressed  their  unbounded  surprise  at  finding  themselves  face  to  face 
with  an  enemy  who  was  exceptionally  skilful  and  armed  with  modem  weaponu 
of  precision.  Certain  of  the  Generals  who  were  responsible  for  these  mistakes 
have  been  sent  home  with  damaged  reputations.  Yet  the  same  mistakes  nuule 
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in  the  government  of  a  country  have  results  infinitely  more  disastrous  and 
far-reaching  than  the  blunders  of  any  Greneral  on  the  field.  Are  the  Generals 
to  be  punished  and  the  statesmen  to  escape  scot-free  ? " — From  The  W^enl- 
minsUr  Chaette, 


In  the  Times  of  September  26th  appears  a 
The  Tories  and     manifesto  by  a  body  calling  itself  "The  National 
Temperance.        Conservative  and  Unionist  Temperance  Associa- 
tion," which  hold  up  the  present  Government 
as  the  true  Temperance  reformers,  and  thus  concludes : — 

'  *  All  temperance  and  social  reformers  are  therefore  urged  to  render 
ii  hearty  support  to  the  Unionist  candidates." 

The  best  answer  to  this  precious  document  is  that  it  is  immediately 
followed  by  two  other  manifestos,  which  are  printed  in  the  same 
column — one  by  "The  United  Parliamentary  Council  of  the  Retail 
Sugar  Trade,"  the  other  by  "The  Beer  and  Wine  Trade  National 
Defence  League."  The  latter  advises  its  members  to  "appeal  to 
the  general  body  of  voters  to  co-operate  with  the  trade  as  they  did 
in  1895."  The  Trade  will  be  flattered  to  see  that  it  has  such  respect- 
able co-operators "  as  "The  National  Conservative  and  Unionist 
Temperance  Association.*'  The  following  letter  on  this  subject 
appeared  in  the  Manchester  Guardian  of  September  27th  : — 

* '  Sir, — Mr.  Balfour  was  asked  the  other  night  by  an  acute  elector, 
*  XNTiat  will  you  do  with  the  reports  of  the  Licensing  Commission  appointed 
by  your  Crovemment  ?  *  Mr.  Balfour's  reply  is  instructive.  He  said  :  *  That 
Commission,  I  regret  to  say,  differed  profoundly,  and  the  points  upon  which 
it  was  agreed  are  not  of  a  very  fundamental  or  very  important  character.  I  can 
certainly  make  no  promise  with  regard  to  legislation  upon  the  subject.'  In 
face  of  this  frank  declaration  that  no  measure  of  licensing  reform,  great  or 
Hmall,  is  to  be  looked  for  from  a  Tory  Government,  it  is  significant  to  find 
the  nebulous  *  National  Conservative  and  Unionist  Temperance  Association  ' 
and  the  perhaps  more  real  *  United  Parliamentary  Council  of  the  Liquor 
Trade,*  both  issuing  manifestoes  in  favour  of  the  Unionist  candidates.  So 
far  as  it  is  a  political  issue,  every  vote  given  to  Mr.  Balfour  and  his  colleagues 
is  a  vote  against  temperance  reform  and  for  the  maintenance  and  consolida- 
tion of  the  present  licensing  system,  with  all  its  manifold  and  confessed 
evils.— Yours,  etc.,  Balfour's  Constitxjents." 


Mr.  Chamberlain  has  declared  that  the 
The  Issue  op  tde    only  real  issue  of  the  Election  is  the  war,  and 
Election.  Sir  William  Harcourt  has  denounced  him  for 

saying  so.    According  to  Mr.  Chaplin,  how- 
ever, this  is  all  a  mistake  : — 

"According  to  Sir  William  Harcourt  the  Unionists  desired  to  confine 
the  issue  of  the  election  to  one  single  question — namely,  the  war  in  South 
Africa,  and  that  they  were  anxious  to  shut  out  from  the  electors  every 
other  matter  which  concerned  the  welfare  of  the  country.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth,  but  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  absolutely  the 
greatest  political  romancer  he  had  ever  known." 
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What,  then,  are  the  other  issues  1  Mr.  Chaplin  is  content  to  mention 
one.    Let  him  explain  : — 

*'Mr.  Chaplin  made  reference  to  the  Agricultural  Rating  Act.  .  .  . 
He  himself  wished  to  remind  the  agricultural  community  that  the  duration 
of  that  Act  was  limited  to  five  years,  and  it  had  already  been  in  force  over 
four.  Consequently  it  would  soon  expire,  and  if  it  were  so  bad  and  con- 
temptible an  Act  as  the  Radicals  maintained,  what  would  be  the  attitude  i4 
the  party  with  regard  to  it  when  the  time  came  for  renewal  ?  An  answer 
should  be  demanded  from  all  Radical  candidates  in  agricultural  cod- 
stituencies. " 

Speech  at  SUaford^  September  2bih, 

The  other  issue,  then,  is  "the  renewal  of  the  Agricultural  Rating 
Act," — a  pretty  comment  this  on  the  flimsiness  of  the  pretence  which 
limited  the  Act  to  five  years  on  the  ground  that  it  was  intended  tt> 
deal  with  temporary  clepression  and  distress. 


Lord  Rosebery,  in  a  letter  to  the  Tiiw^, 
Majuba.  calls  timely  attention  to  a  circumstance  whicK 

in  view  of  the  language  sometimes  held  on 
Conservative  platforms,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  Mr.  Balfour  had 
reproached  him  with  sharing  the  i-esponsibility  for  the  Convention 
made  after  Majuba,  as  having  been  a  member  of  Mr.  Gladstone's 
Government.  Lord  Rosebery,  after  pointing  out  that  he  was  not  a 
member  of  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government  at  that  date,  makes  the  foUow- 
ing  very  pertinent  observation  :— 

*'  If  Mr.  Balfour  wants  authentic  information  regarding  those  events  (as 
to  which  I  otter  no  opinion)  he  should  apply  to  his  present  colleagues,  the 
Duke  of  Devonshire  and  Mr.  Chamberlain,  who  were  prominent  and  powerful 
Ministers  throughout  the  entire  duration  of  that  Administration." 

In  these  days  when  the  fact  of  the  Convention  of  1881  is  so  often 
recalled,  and  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made  is  so  readily  forgotten,  it 
may  be  well  to  note  a  remark  of  Captain  Hedworth  Lambton  at  one 
of  his  speeches  at  Newcastle  ; — 

*'  The  surrender  of  Majuba  he  considered  was  one  of  the  noblest  things 
England  ever  did.  It  was  quite  true  that  this  magnanimity  was  abused, 
but  that  was  not  Mr.  Gladstone's  fault." 

"  Vote  for  Wrightson  and  No  More  Majubas ! "  says  a  poster  in 
East  St.  Pancras.  The  retort  on  the  Liberal  Side  was  much  appreciated 
in  the  same  constituency.  It  was  "  Vote  for  Astbury  and  No  More 
Spion  Kops  !  " 


The  spirited  and  concentrated  fashion  in 
"The  Liberal      which  the  contest  has  so  far  been  carried  on 
Revival."         by  the  Liberal  forces  is  visibly  affecting  the 
confidence  of  the  opposite  side.    It  has  become 
clear  that  the  attempt  to  rush  the  election  on  the  khaki  issue  has 
miscarried,  and  the  feelings  of  the  Tory  press  are  well  indicated  by  the 
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following  sentences  collected  from  a  leading  article  in  the  Standard  of 
September  26th  :— 

* '  When  the  announcement  of  the  Dissolution  was — as  they  phrase  it — 
*  sprung '  upon  them,  the  Liberals  were  in  the  deepest  gloom.  .  .  .  But 
undoubtedly  a  change  is  apparent  in  the  last  few  days.  The  Liberals  have 
plucked  up  some  courage.  .  .  .  This  Liberal  revival  is  not  to  be  ignored. 
It  is  dear  that  the  one  side  is  going  to  put  forth  such  strength  as  it  possesses, 
and  if  so  there  must  be  no  negligence  or  remissness  on  the  other.  Lord 
Salisbury's  warning  was  not  superflous.  .  .  .  That  *  single  clear-cut 
issue  '  which  Mr.  Balfour  defined  at  East  Manchester  on  Monday,  and  Mr. 
Cliamberlain  at  Birmingham  on  Saturday,  has  been  complicated,  if  not 
obscured.  Mr.  Balfour  last  night  suggested  that  he  '  miffht  now,  perhaps,  be 
permitted '  to  travel  outside  the  South  African  Question. 

Tlie  Daily  Mail  is  still  more  deeply  affected,  and  indeed  has  so  far 
given  way  to  panic  as  to  suggest  that  the  Government  should  make  a 
Jonah  of  Lord  Landsdowne  : — 

*'  We  gather  from  letters  and  other  communications  which  we  receive 
that  the  present  contest  will  be  by  no  means  the  *  walk -over '  which  in  certain 
quarters  it  was  expected  t<»  prove.  There  is  great  apathy  among  many 
supporters  of  the  Government,  and  this  for  the  reason  that  these  electors 
fear  the  continuance  in  power  of  the  Cabinet  in  much  its  present  form, 
without  the  removal  of  the  men  who  are  responsible  for  the  weakness  of  our 
Army.  Lord  Salisbury  is  j)er8onally  popular  ;  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  regarded 
as  one  of  our  few  strong  statesmen  ;  but  Lord  Lansdowne  does  not  command 
confidence,  and  has  not  commanded  it  since  the  days  of  hist  November.  We 
are  relunctant  to  urge  his  resignation  and  that  of  a  few  other  weak  members 
of  the  present  Cabinet ;  yet  in  the  interests  of  Imperialism  it  is  necessary  to 
Bpeak  plainly,  and  unless  they  go  the  Imperialists  cannot  feel  certain  of  a 
majority.  It  will  be  a  salutary  precedent  if  the  individual  Minister  is  held 
responsible  for  the  shortcomings  of  his  department." 


All  this  should  encourage  Liberal  fighters. 

As  Sir  W^illiam  Harcourt  said  in  his  vigorous  and  buoyant  speech 
at  Blackwood  on  September  26th  : — 

*  *  I  think  her  Majesty's  Grovemment  are  beginning  to  discover  within  the 
last  two  or  three  days  that  they  are  not  going  to  have  it  all  their  own  way,  as 
they  imagined  they  were  ;  they  find  that  their  tricks  have  recoiled  uf)on 
themselves.  They  fancied  they  were  going  to  walk  over  us  just  as  they 
fancied  the  war  in  South  Africa  was  to  be  a  military  parade,  in  which  they 
were  going  to  have  no  difficulties  at  all ;  but  they  find  out,  at  all  events,  that 
they  are  going  to  have  a  good  fight  for  it,  and  to  their  infinite  surprise  they 
discover  there  is  a  resistance  they  were  not  at  all  prepared  for.  The  Tory 
newspapers  all  over  the  country  are  very  amusing.  To  my  mind  they  are 
very  pleasant  reading.  They  are  astonished  at  the  vivacity,  the  vigour,  and 
the  {Xiwer  which  the  Libenil  party  are  exhibiting  to-day  all  over  the  country. 
They  thought  we  were  down,  and  that  we  were  dead,  and  they  are  extremely 
surprised  to  find  we  are  up  and  doing,  and  very  much  alive.  The  consequence 
is  that  they  are  going  about  imploring  their  own  friends  not  to  desert  them 
and  not  to  abstain  from  going  to  the  poll.  One  would  have  thought  that 
these  men  would  have  been  doing  nothing  else  but  rushing  to  the  poll, 
instead  of  having,  apparently,  to  be  dragged  up  by  the  Government,  and 
waked  up,  and  stirred  up,  to  support  this  glorious  Administration." 
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It  is  noteworthy,  too,  that  Mr.  Balfour  thought  it  necessary  to  devote 
the  whole  of  his  speech  on  September  26th  to  domestic  topics. 


It  is  very  significant  that  a  time  when  Mr. 
New  Liberal       Chamberlain  seems  anxious  that  every  liberal 
Recruits.         should  be  stigmatised  as  a  traitor,  and  i< 
claiming  a  monopoly  of  patriotism  for  himself 
and  the  Tory  party,  should  have  been  signalised  by  the  accession  "i 
three  distinguished  names  to  the  ranks  of  the  Liberal  party.    The  new 
Liberal  recruits  are 

1.  The  Earl  of  Durham. 

2.  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  (formerly  Conservative  member  for 

Huntingdon). 

3.  The  Hon.  Lionel  Holland  (son  of  Vicount  Knutsford,  ami 

formerly  Conservative  member  for  Bow  and  Bromley). 

Lord  Durham  is  actively  supporting  the  candidature  of  his  brother 
Captain  Lambton,  R.N.,  one  of  the  Liberal  candidates  for  Xewcastleoii 
Tyne.  Lord  Sandwich  is  supporting  the  candidature  of  Mr.  Adean*'. 
the  Liberal  candidate  for  Huntingdon.  Mr.  Lionel  Holland  has  himself 
been  selected  as  the  Liberal  candidate  for  the  Romford  division  of  Essei- 
Lord  Durham  has  wntten  the  following  vigorous  letter  to  thf 
Chairman  of  the  Newcastle  Liberal  Club : — 

**The  Unionist  imty  has  of  late  becomo  raerced  in  the  Tory  party,  ami 
has  ceased  to  advocate  or  to  insist  upon  a  true  Liberal  policy.  The  result 
that  the  present  Government  is  a  pure  and  simple  Tory  Adiuinistrati(«n  oi 
the  bad  old  type.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
why  the  Liberal  Unionist  leaders  still  maintam  a  separate  organisath^ii. 
Originally,  I  accepted  and  acted  upon  that  decision  to  maintain  sepanite 
organisations  in  the  hope  and  belief  that  they  would  be  a  safeguard  ag*ia< 
reactionary  Tory  legislation,  but  I  cannot  recall  a  single  instance  during  the 
existence  of  this  Parliament  in  which  the  Liberal  Unionists  have  atwert*sl 
either  their  independence  or  what  ought  to  be  their  convictions.  They  have 
allowed  themselves  to  become  the  slaves  of  the  Tory  leaders. 

**  And  what  are  these  leaders  ^  When  and  how  have  they  proved  their 
courage  or  capacity  to  lead  ?  Since  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa  *  the  man  in  the  street '  has  been  the  political  oracle  to  whom  tbev 
have  referred  all  questions.  Some  of  the  answers  have  been  disconceitiiig  • 
But  what  Captain  Lambton  so  truly  called  *the  easy  optimism  of  self-satihfi^ 
Jacks  in  office '  appears  to  have  persuaded  them  that  the  elect4»rs  of  Great 
Britain  ought  to  be  duly  grateful  to  them  for  having  condescended  w 
nusroanage  national  afl^irs  since  1896  in  a  pseudo-aristocratic  style  worthy 
of  the  last  century. 

**  It  is  regrettable  that  Liberals,  Unionist  though  they  be,  should  bolst«?r 
up  a  Tory  clique  which  has  accomplished  a  modicum  of  social  and  dometfjo 
reforms  whilst  imposing  a  maxinmm  of  future  expenditure,  renderwl 
necessary  by  their  culpable  unpreparedness  to  meet  the  eventualities  which 
their  reckless  policy  was  bound  to  produce. 

**I,  for  one,  have  long  since  declined,  as  a  Liberal,  to  support  or  be 
responsible  for  Tory  maladministration  or  Tory  apathy,  and  can  but  Liment 
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the  continued  existence  of  Liberal  Unionist  Assocmtions  which  foster  those 
cN-ils. 

'*  As  I  feel  an  intense  interest  in  my  brother's  candidature  for  Newcastle, 
and  a  confident  belief  that  he  will  represent  in  Parliament  a  city  which  has 
been  second  to  none  in  its  generous  and  patriotic  support  of  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  I  write  to  ask  you  to  submit  my  name  for  re-election  to  the 
Newcastle  Liberal  Club." 


The  most  extraordinary  feature  of  Lord 
Lord  Salisbury's    Salisbury's   manifesto   is   its  depressed  and 
Manifesto.        pessimistic  tone.    He  seems  depressed  with  the 
idea  that  his  supporters  will  not  poll  their  full 
Ntrength.    "  In  the  forecast  of  competent  prophets  we  are  threatened 
with  many  abstentions."    He  devotes  fully  one-third  of  his  manifesto 
to  combating  the  supposed  backwardness  of  his  friends,  and  for  this 
purpose,  with  an  apology,  which  will  strike  most  people  as  very  appro- 
priate, he  descends  to  this  very  ponden)us  truism.    "  The  one  object 
which  you  should  have  in  view  is  to  bring  about  to  the  utmost  of  your 
|K>wer  by  the  exercise  of  your  vote  the  result  you  desire  to  attain." 
Truly  a  rousing  call  to  arms  ! 


Liberals  have  always  contrasted  the  Govern- 
The  Government's    ment's  showy  social  programme  with  the  meagre- 
SociAL  Legislation,  ness  and  paltriness  of  their  social  legislation. 

It  may  be  convenient  to  put  on  record  a  frank 
confession  of  this  fact  from  the  lips  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
himself.  Speaking  at  Bristol,  Sir  Micliael  Hicks-Beach  is  reported 
to  have  said  (Times,  August  9th,  1900) : — 

*'They  had  pa.ssed  one  Act,  at  any  rate,  which  he  thought  would  make 
its  mark  in  the  history,  not  merely  of  the  British  Empire,  but  of  the  world. 
They  had  passed  an  Act  forming  the  great  Australian  Commonwealth  of  the 
future,  which  they  hoped  and  believed  would  remain  one  of  the  principal 
|»ait8  of  the  British  Empire  for  as  long  as  time  uiiglit  eiidure  ;  and  they  had 
f'loced  an  the  Statute-book  meas^ires  of  nodal  impntrement  for  ttie  cmvntry 
ichich  he  appreciated,  hut  trhich  he  tmuld  not  for  a  vioment  pi'etend  were 
mea9nres  of  great  importance.** 

And  this  is  the  Government  of  whom  in  1895  Mr.  Chamberlain 
said : — 

**  We  believe  that  we  are  in  a  Bpsitiktt^/^^'^ich  our  opponents  are  not,  to 
j^ive  om"  whole  attention  to  those  great  social  (|uestions  which  underlie  the 
liappiness  and  welfare  of  the  masses  of  the  people." 


We  all  rememWr  Mr.  Chamberlain's  famous 
Mr.  B.\lfour  ON     protest  that  "a  proposal  is  not  a  promise." 
Election  Pledges.   Mr.  Balfour  has  now  discovered  that  an  election 
address  is  not  a  pledge  either.    It  is  merely  "  a 
declaration  of  a  general  trend  "  : — 

"An  election  address  containing  a  series  of  measures,  or  series  of  subjects 
on  which  legislation  was  desirable,  was  not,  as  some  jieople  supposed,  a  kind 
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of  contract  to  carry  out  so  many  measures  in  the  course  of  a  Parliament  thui 
was  about  to  ensue.  It  was  not  like  a  contract  to  deliver  so  many  tons  of 
coal  on  a  certain  day,  or  in  a  certain  time,  but  a  declaration  of  the  general 
trend  of  policy  of  a  party  or  a  Government,  a  sketch  of  the  legislation  which, 
so  far  as  possible,  the  Gk>vemment  desired  to  carry  out,  and,  therefore,  even 
— mark  the  even — even  if  they  had  not  canied  out  any  large  or  important 
part  of  that  policy,  he  would  say  the  phrase  *  broken  pledges '  was  wholly 
inappropriate." — {Ma^ichester^  ^September  2iith.) 

The  problem  naturally  suggests  itself— If  an  election  address  is  "a 
declaration  of  a  general  trend  "  what  is  an  election  card  ?  Is  it  perhaps, 
to  adopt  the  words  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  "merely  corroborative  detail 
intended  to  give  artistic  verisimilitude  to  a  bald  and  unconvincing  - 
election  address'"?  (Copies  of  Mr.  Balfour's  Election  Cards  of  189o 
may  be  obtained  free  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department.) 


The  excuse  which  Mr.  Balfour  gives  for 
Hustling  on       precipitating  a  dissolution  at  this  particular 
THE  Election.      moment  seems  to  be  that  the  Government  is 
exhausted  by  its  labours,  and  requires  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  "  cordial "  in  order  to  carry  on. 

**We  retain,  as  we  have  retained  throughout  five  years  of  office, 
undiminished  the  confidence  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  and  it  was  open  to  us,  had  we  thought  fit,  to  continue, 
with  our  majority  practically  unimpaired  in  the  House  of  Commons,  until 
the  seven  years  term  of  this  Parliament  had  expired.  Why,  gentlemen, 
is  it  that  we  have  taken  another  course  ?  (A  Voice  :  **Gk)d  knows.")  The 
reason  is  that  there  is  a  task  before  us  for  the  due  performance  of  which  we 
require  all  the  strength  that  the  public  opinion  of  this  country  can  give  us, 
which  we  cannot  undertake  unless  we  know  that  we  have  public  opinion 
behind  us,  and  which  ought  to  be  entrusted  to  others  if  that  public  opinion 
fails  us,*^— (Manchester,  September  2Uh.) 

If  this  is  the  case  it  seems  a  pity  that  the  Government  could  not  wait 
a  few  months  longer  when  they  could  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  fu- 
more  complete  and  effective  tonic — the  opinion  of  the  whole  electorate, 
including  the  thousands  whom  their  present  headlong  hurry  has  dis- 
franchise. If  a  man  requires  a  cordial,  he  should  surely  wait  until  its 
ingredients  are  properly  mixed. 


A  very  effective  comment  on  the  "  disfran* 
Hustling  on  the     chising  dissolution  "  is  contained  in  the  address 
Dissolution.       of  Captain  Renton,  the  Liberal  candidate  in 
South  Dorset.     Captain   Renton  has  been 
serving  in  the  field  in  South  Africa.    '*  I  can  but  observe,"  he  says, 
"  the  bitter  irony  of  the  present  situation.     Having  fought  in  South 
Africa  for  the  extension  of  the  franchise  in  the  Transvaal,  I  see  as  a 
result  of  that  warfare  thousands  upon  thousands  of  my  fellow-country- 
men disfranchised  at  home." 
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The  policy  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  pur- 
The  Khaki  Issue,    suing    of    stigmatising    his    opponents  as 
"traitors,"  and  identifying  the  Liberal  cause 
with  that  of  the  Boers  seems  likely  to  recoil  upon  his  own  head.  He 
put  the  idea  in  its  baldest  form  at  Birmingham  on  September  27th  : — 

**  Only  yesterday  I  saw  a  speech  was  made  by  the  heroic  Mayor  of  Mafe- 
king.  That  man  was  speaking  in  Central  Bradford,  and  he  told  the  electors 
there  *  every  seat  lost  to  the  Government  is  a  seat  gained  to  the  Boers.* 
That  is  the  message  of  your  Colonists  and  fellow-subjects  of  South  Africa  ; 
that  is  a  message  to  which  I  believe  the  people  of  this  country  will  not  turn 
a  deaf  ear." 

The  result  of  this  policy  is  that  if  the  election  results  in  a  Liberal 
victory,  or  a  substantial  reduction  of  the  Conservative  majority,  this 
fact  may  be  interpreted  by  the  Boers  as  a  declaration  of  the  country 
against  the  policy  of  annexation  to  which  both  parties  are  now  pledged, 
and  the  settlement  of  South  Africa  may  thus  be  indefinitely  retarded. 
This  fact  is  beginning  to  be  realised  in  Unionist  circles,  as  witness  the 
following  extract  from  a  correspondent  in  the  Times  of  September 
27th  :— 

**  The  result  may  easily  be  that,  though  the  Government  may,  as  assuredly 
they  will,  be  returned  by  a  substantial  majority,  yet  an  appreciable  number 
of  seats  may  be  lost.  Every  seat  that  is  lost  may  be  taken  outside  these 
islands  to  mean,  however  erroneously,  that  the  South  African  policy  of  the 
Oovemment  after  aD  does  not  commend  itself  to  the  electorate  as  much  as 
has  been  asserted  and  anticipated.  Every  foreigner  and  every  Afrikander 
would  probably  draw  one  and  the  same  conclusion  if  the  Ministerial 
majority  were  reduced — let  me  assume — from  130  to  80,  i)erhaps  no  far- 
fetched assumption.  Such  inferences  are  much  to  be  deprecated  on 
national  grounds  ;  and  the  Grovermnent  will  be  alone  to  blame  for  this  by 
having  hastened  the  end  of  the  present  Parliament  instead  of  laying  down 
the  basis  of  a  settlement  during  the  penultimate  year  of  its  statutory 
existence." 


The  boldest  theory  put  forward  in  defence 
The  Dissolution,     of  the  October  dissolution  is  one  invented  by 
the  Home  Secretary.    He  adopts  incidentally 
Mr.  Balfour's  idea,  that  the  Government  requires  bracing  up  by  the 
very  effective  cordial  of  a  blank  cheque — but  he  goes  further — 

**  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Prime  Minister  to  dissolve  when  there  was  a  great 
crisis  in  our  history — when  there  was  a  very  large  question  to  be  submitted, 
and  when  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  that  effectively,  he  required  the 
strength  of  the  country  behind  him." — (LongUniy  September  27th.) 

If  every  crisis  meant  a  dissolution,  this  Government  would  have  lived 
in  a  perfect  series  of  dissolutions,  if  indeed  it  had  survived  any  one  of 
them.  If  a  national  crisis  arises  one  would  think  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Government  of  the  day  to  deal  with  it,  and  not  to  rush  to  the 
country  at  a  time  which  the  practice  of  a  century  has  marked  as 
TiDconstitutional,  for  the  support  of  a  partial  and  truncated  electorate. 
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**Mr.  Balfour,  speaking  at  Chorlton-on-Medlod: 
Mr.  Balfour's      last  night,  chortled  in,  to  use  a  delightful  word  of 
Election  Pledges.   Sir  John  Froissart,  *  orgulous  *  vein  about  the  w»j 
in  which  the  Government  have  redeemed  their 
pledges  and  promises  during  their  term  of  office.    *  Broken  promises ! '  he 
exclaims  with  ingenuous  surprise  and  some  indignation  ;  the  charge  is  untrue, 
unfounded.    On  the  contrary,  he  reasserts  the  statement  in  his  address, 
claiming  that  never  in  the  history  of  this  country  had  any  Parliament  more 
adequately  fulfilled  the  hopes  it  had  raised.    He  went  on  to  debit  himself 
with  the  promises  he  made  at  the  last  election  : — 
(a)  Better  Housing  of  the  Working  Chisses. 
(6)  Amelioration  of  the  lot  of  Aged  Poor. 

(c)  Protection  of  Agricultural  Tenants  in  their  improvements. 

(d)  Preservation  of  Voluntary  Schools. 

(e)  Compensation  to  Injured  Workmen. 
(/)  Easing  of  burdens  of  Agriculture. 

We  fancy  this  is  a  somewhat  modified  edition  of  Mr.  Balfour's  famous 
election  card  of  five  years  ago.  Tlie  compensation  to  injured  workmen  was 
to  be  'universal,*  and  both  *  registration  reform'  and  *one  vote  one 
value  '  have  been  overlooked. 

"The  way  in  which  Mr.  Balfour  finds  credits  against  these  debits  would 
hardly  find  favour  amongst  chartered  accountants,  who  in  their  severe 
accuracy  might  declare  that  the  accounts  have  been  cooked  to  make  them 
balance.  If  we  could  only  bring  ourselves  to  believe  that  the  £1,600,000 
dole  to  the  landlords  had  been  a  relief  to  the  farmers  and  had  eased  the 
burdens  of  agriculture  ;  if  we  could  regard  the  little  Housing  Bill  of  last 
session  as  an  adequate  settlement  of  a  great  want ;  if  we  could  dream  that 
there  had  been  some  Registration  reform  ;  if  we  could  imagine  that  workmen 
in  all  trades  were  protected  under  the  Compensation  for  Injuries  Act,  and  if 
we  could  ignore  half-a-dozen  other  things  and  wipe  out  the  trifling  matter  of 
Old- Age  Pensions  as  not  counting,  then  we  might  be  able  to  agree  with  Mi. 
Balfour's  method  of  political  bookkeeping.  But  we  have  always  been  brought 
up  to  believe  that  accounts  cannot  be  Imlanced  by  imagination." — The 
Trestminster  Gazette,  September  27th. 


"All  of  whom  "^^^  following  little   incident  is  a  pretty 

„       little  comment  on  Mr.  Chamberlain's  theorv  of 

ARE    V  OTERS.  XL    X  m 

the  troops  as  Tory  canvassers  : — 

*  *  Yesterday,  at  Accrington  Revision  Court,  the  Conservatives  objected  to 
the  vote  of  a  Reservist,  named  Murray,  on  the  ground  that  occupancy  of  h» 
house  was  not  complete  during  the  qualifying  period. 

**Mr.  Birtwistle,  Liberal  agent,  described  the  objection  as  scandalous, 
seeing  that  the  man  was  fighting  for  his  country. 

**Mr.  Ware,  Conservative  agent:  Oh  I  sing  *  Soldiers  of  the  Queen' 
while  you  are  at  it. 

It  was  stated  that  Murray  was  called  up  in  December,  and  was,  until 
that  time,  the  tenant. 

The  Revising  Barrister  said  they  must  not  do  anything  unhandsome  to 
a  soldier,  and  allowed  the  vote." — The  Daily  Neu*Sy  ikptermer  27th. 
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POINTS  FROM  SPEECHES  AND  ADDRESSES. 


The  Khaki  Issue. 

^^The  most  remarkable  fact  in  the  present  political  situation  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Dissolution  itself.  A  General  Election  in  the 
Autumn  is  without  precedent  within  modem  times  except  on 
occasions  when  some  electoral  alteration  required  it,  and  when, 
in  order  to  facilitate  it,  the  new  register  of  voters  was  expressly 
brought  into  operation  at  an  earlier  date  than  usual.  The  excuse 
now  put  forward  is  that  a  mandate  from  the  country  is  required 
for  certain  purposes  contemplated  by  the  Government.  I  distrust 
this  doctrine  of  special  mandates  or  plebiscites,  a  doctrine  strange 
to  our  Constitution,  and  associated  in  other  countries  with  devices 
for  the  maintenance  of  arbitrary  power.  But  the  plea,  even  if  we 
allowed  it,  is  discreditea  by  the  fact  that  the  so-called  mandate  is 
Mught,  not  from  the  full  voice  of  the  people  which  would  be  heard 
if  patience  was  exercised  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  but  from  an 
electorate  reduced  by  at  least  one-fifth  from  its  complete  strength. 
The  plea  is  therefore  an  insincere  plea,  and  we  are  left  to  the  real 
motive  which  has  actuated  Ministers,  namely,  the  feverish  desire 
to  gain  Party  advantage,  ere  it  be  too  late,  from  the  patriotic 
sentiment  which  the  war,  and  the  brave  deeds  of  our  soldiers  in  the 
war,  have  inspired  throughout  the  community.  I  shall  be  much 
surprised  if  this  unworthy  artifice  is  not  judged  and  condemned 
by  our  honest  countrymen." 
Sib  H.  Campbell-Bannebbian,  Election  Address,  September  2l8L 

**  War,  it  would  seem,  is  the  only  title  on  which,  either  as 
r^ards  the  past  or  the  future,  they  think  it  prudent  to  invite  the 
decision  of  the  country.  That  is  a  single  issue  which  might  be 
appropriate  to  savage  tribes.  I  for  my  part  am  not  prepared  to 
admit  that  war,  and  war  alone,  is  the  exclusive  interest  which 
concerns  a  civilised  and  an  industrious  people.  A  more  audacious, 
I  might  say  a  more  impudent,  attempt  was  never  made  to  evade 
the  general  responsibility  of  a  Government  for  its  entire  conduct, 
and  to  *crib,  cabin  and  confine'  the  judgment  of  the  country." 

Sib  William  Habcoubt,  Election  Address,  September  22nd, 


The  Conduct  of  the  War. 

**We  are  all  proud  of  the  fortitude  displayed  in  the  times  of 
disaster  and  distress  by  our  own  people,  of  the  valour  and  endurance 
of  our  soldiers.  We  rejoice  in  the  enthusiastic  loyalty  of  our 
colonies  and  the  stalwart  aid  which  they  brought  to  our  arms.  But 
these  are  not  the  merits  of  her  Majesty's  Government.  They 
encountered  a  war,  which  they  declared  was  inevitable  from  the 
first,  with  inadequate  forces  and  inferior  armaments.  This  is  not 
our  charge  ;  it  is  the  testimony  of  distinguished  men  who  bore  the 
brunt  of  the  battle.  And  yet  they  now  assure  us  that  they  were 
fully  acquainted  with  the  resources  of  the  enemy.  This  want  of 
capacity  and  foresight  inflicted  upon  our  gallant  troops  great  hard- 
ships, suffering,  and  loss  of  life  which  they  ought  never  to  have 
endured.  Let  us  by  all  means  give  our  confidence  to  the  soldiers 
of  the  Queen,  but  what  title  to  a  share  in  it  have  these  Ministers 
deserved?" 

SiE  William  Habcoubt,  Election  Address,  September  22nd. 
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The  War  Settlement. 

**  What  we  ought  to  set  ourselves  to  do  is  to  reconcile  not  only 
the  inhabitants  of  the  two  States  but  the  people  in  our  Colonies, 
and  fxarticularly  those  of  Dutch  blood,  to  the  new  political 
conditions,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  establishing  representative 
government  as  soon  as  possible,  by  removing  all  trace,  not  only  of 
political  inequality  but  of  racial  ascendancy,  and  by  respecting  and 
leaving  unaltered  the  habits  and  customs,  and,  so  far  as  possible, 
the  laws  of  the  States  where  these  affect  the  daily  life  of  the  people. 
It  is  only  by  proclaiming  and  fearlessly  applying  such  a  policy  that 
we  can  hope  ultimately  to  extirpate  the  angry  feelings  and  suspicions 
which  the  war  and  the  anterior  policy  of  the  (S)vemment  have 
fomented,  and  thus  to  establish  concord  and  contentment.  For  a 
considerable  time  to  come  military  occupation  by  a  large  force  will 
be  necessary,  and  military  rule  must  prevail.  But  the  sooner  we 
give  to  the  new  provinces  that  full  self-government  which  has  been 
elsewhere  found  so  sure  a  solvent  of  discontent  and  so  powerful  an 
aid  to  loyalty,  the  better  hope  there  will  be  for  South  Africa." 

Sib  H.  Campbell-Bani^bman,  Blectiofi  Address,  September  2i$i. 

*'In  laying  the  foundation  of  the  edifice  which  was  ultimately 
to  be  built  up  the  Ldberal  party  acquiesced.  In  building  up  the 
structure  which  was  to  be  raised  upon  that  foundation,  the  work 
should  be  presided  over  by  men  who  were  really  and  honesUy 
convinced  that  liberty  was  the  best  antidote  or  medicine  for 
discontent  and  disloyalty.  It  was  a  process  which  must  necessarily 
take  time,  but  he,  for  one,  hoped  and  believed  that  they  would, 
under  the  symbol  of  the  British  flag,  work  out  together  a  future  in 
South  Africa  as  worthy  of  the  traditions  of  our  Empire  and  of  the 
great  principles  of  Liberalism  as  that  experience  which  we  had 
seen  so  successfully  carried  out  under  the  analagous,  if  not  identical, 
conditions  in  Canada.  When  i)eople  talked,  therefore,  about 
throwing  away  the  fruits  of  victory  they  were  talking  about  a 
chimera.  Of  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  chance.  When  they 
suggested  that  it  was  only  by  entrusting  this  work  of  reconciliation 
and  of  reconstruction  to  the  hands  which  failed  so  signally  in  the 
earlier  stages  through  which  we  had  unhappily  passed,  then  he  said 
they  were  making  a  draft  upon  their  imaginations  or  their  credulity 
which  it  was  not  part  of  the  duty  of  the  electors  of  this  country  as 
business  men  to  honour." 

Mb.  Asquith,  Speech  at  Taypart^  September 


But  the  question  is,  in  what  spirit  and  upon  what  basis  are 
you  going  to  govern  the  country  ?  You  have  a  conquered  people  of 
a  different  race  side  by  side  with  your  own  nationality.  Lord 
Salisbury  told  us  some  months  ago — and  I  learned  it  with  the 
deepest  regret  and  condemnation  —  that  the  object  of  the  war  was 
to  avenge  Majuba.  I  quote  his  actual  words.  They  were  the 
words  he  sjK)ke  at  the  Primrose  League  on  May  10th.  He  said : 
*  Perhaps  it  is  too  soon  to  say  that  the  great  humiliation  connected 
with  the  name  of  Majuba  has  been  erased,  or  that  that  great  wrong 
has  been  avenged,  but  we  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  accomplish 
that.'  ....  If  the  spirit  is  to  be  one  of  revenge  for  what  the 
Romans  called  vie  victis,  then  there  will  be  no  peace  in  South  Africa 
now  or  hereafter." 

Sib  William  Habcoubt,  at  Ebbto  Vale,  September  2bth. 
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The  Work  before  the  New  Parliament. 

Three  great  national  reforms  cannot  wait — Itjgislation  in 
respect  of  temperance  and  the  housing  of  the  working  classes — not 
on  extreme  and  visionary  but  on  sound  and  practical  lines — and 
fearless  administrative  reform,  more  especially  in  the  War  Office. 

**With  regard  to  these  there  is  nothing  to  hope  for  from  the 
present  Grovemment.  The  housing  of  the  working  classes  they 
have  touched  and  scamped.  They  have  appointed  a  Royal  Com- 
mission as  to  temperance,  and  then  flouted  the  Commission  and 
dismissed  the  subject  with  a  sneer.  Administrative  reform  could 
not  safely  be  entrusted  to  those  who  appointed,  conducted,  and 
ignored  the  Hartington  Commission." 

Lord  Rosebery,  Letter  to  Captaiu  Hedicortk  Lambtony  Sept.  2^th. 


The  Cbyenunent's  Record. 

"They  had  spent  their  time  to  a  very  large  extent  in  riding  upon 
the  tornadoes  of  international  politics,  and,  when  they  had  a  few 
moments  to  spare  for  humbler  affiiirs  at  home,  in  distributing  the 
national  resources  in  the  shape  of  doles  among  their  friends,  and  in 
toying  and  trifling  with  the  Mnges  of  social  reform." 

Mr.  Asqtjith,  Speech  at  Tayport,  September 


The  Troops  as  Canvassers. 

"  As  to  Mr.  Chamberlain's  statement  that  there  were  actually 
220,000  soldiers  of  the  Queen,  all  of  them  with  votes,  who  were 
now  in  South  Africa  and  who  would  be  unable  to  vote  for  the 
Government  of  the  day,  that  was  a  very  characteristic  specimen  of 
Mi.  Chamberlain's  utterances  and  of  the  methods  of  controversy 
which  he  had  imported  into  our  political  life.  Who  were  these 
220,000  soldiers,  all  voters  ?  A  very  large  proportion  of  them,  as 
they  knew,  were  Canadians,  Australians,  New  Zealanders,  and 
Cape  Colonists,  drawn,  as  they  were  glad  and  proud  to  know,  from 
every  quarter  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  great 
Empire,  and  not  possessing  a  vote  for  any  constituency  in  Great 
Britain.  Of  the  remainder,  those  who  under  normal  conditions 
would  actually  be  residing  and  pursuing  their  professions  in  this 
country,  not  more  than  a  fraction  would  have  votes.  If  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain read  the  private  letters,  not  the  censored  despatches  from 
professional  observers,  but  the  private  letters  of  soldiers  who  had 
been  serving  at  the  front,  he  would  know  that,  brave  as  these  men 
had  been,  magnificent  as  had  been  their  courage,  admirable  as  had 
been  their  patience  in  the  face  of  danger  and  in  the  endurance  of 
discomfort,  there  were  very  few  among  them  who  could  not  bring 
home  to  England  and  Scotland  to-morrow  a  sad  and  humiliating 
tale  of  neglect,  of  want  of  preparation,  of  want  of  provision  on  the 
pyrt  of  those  who  were  responsible  for  their  comfort  and  safety. 
He  himself  very  much  doubted  whether  they  would  prefer  to  give 
a  blank  cheque  to  the  Grovemment  which  called  them  out  to  the 
front,  and  to  wipe  off"  the  slate  all  the  errors  and  shortcomings  of 
this  campaign." 

Mr.  Asquith,  Speech  at  Tayport,  September  29th. 
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The  Boer  Armaments. 

**  When  they  knew  that  the  most  powerful  armaments  were 
being  collected  by  the  Transvjial  Government  they  did  nothing. 
They  simply  drifted.  It  was  as  clear  to  him  as  possible  what  the 
policy  was  they  ought  to  have  pursued.  When  they  saw  that  the 
Government  of  the  Transvaal  were  making  preparations  far  beyond 
what  were  needed  for  the  preservation  of  order  they  should  have 
gone  to  that  Government  and  stated  that  this  sort  of  thing  was  a 
menace,  and  that  if  they  did  not  desist  from  that  course  it  would 
lead  to  a  (juarrel  and  this  country  would  have  to  take  the  measures 
necessary  to  defend  itself.  Supposing  the  Boers  had  declined  to 
stop  the  preparations  the  Government  of  this  country  would  have 
been  perfectly  justified  in  making  preparations  themselves.  Long 
before  war  they  could  have  accumulated  forces  that  would  have 
made  it  absolutely  impossible  that  this  disastrous  war  should  have 
taken  place.    He  had  never  heard  that  accusation  answered.*' 

Lord  Eimberley,  Speech  at  Saffron  Waldeuj  September  2Uk. 


**  Up  to  the  time  when  the  last  Government  left  office  there  had 
been  no  such  arming  of  the  Transvaal,  no  such  accumulation  of  the 
equipment  and  munitions  of  war,  as  in  the  three  or  four  years  which 
followed,  and  he  himself  was  more  than  astonished  when  he  read  in 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  speech  upon  that  topic  this  sentence  : — *  They 
pUed  up  guns  and  ammunition  and  rifles  for  the  day  when  they 
could  assert  their  independence.  This  is  what  I  found  when  I 
came  into  office.*  He  would  like  very  much  to  know — he  hoped 
they  would  some  day  get  an  accurate  return  of  the  number  of  guns, 
the  number  of  rifles,  and  the  quantity  of  ammunition  which  was  in 
the  whole  of  the  South  African  Kepublic  in  J une,  1895,  when  Mr. 
Chamberlain  came  into  oflice.  He  was  goius  to  say  they  were  not 
worth  an  old  song,  but  he  would  undertake  to  say  that  for  any 
urpose  of  offensive  action,  not  only  against  the  British  Empire, 
ut  against  the  most  insignificant  Power  in  the  world,  they  were 
absolutely  negligible.  The  arming  began  at  and  after  the  tiuie  of 
the  Jameson  raid." 

Mr.  Asquith,  Speedi  at  Tayport,  September  24tk. 


The  Government's  Want  of  Foresight. 

**  You  are  easily  able  to  measure  the  foresight  of  the  authors  of 
the  policy  that  has  ended  in  this  result.  They  assured  us  at  the 
eleventh  hour  that  when  it  came  to  the  point  there  would  be  no 
war.  When  war  came  they  said  it  would  be  over  in  three  months. 
Four  times  three  month's  has  passed  and  the  war  is  hardly  yet  over. 
They  said  it  would  cost  ten  millions.  It  has  cost  seven  or  eight 
times  ten  millions.  They  said  the  Boers  had  in  these  days  lost 
both  heart  and  skill  for  war.  The  Boers  have  shown  themselves  as 
brave  soldiers  as  our  own.  They  said  that  after  a  short  tussle  the 
vanquished  would  embrace  the  victor,  thank  him  for  a  benefident 
beating,  and  settle  down  for  good  in  peace  and  friendship.  It  is 
now  avowed  that  for  an  indefinite  time  to  come  we  must  lock  ap 
40,000  troops  or  more  to  keep  our  hold  on  the  meek  and  grateful 
Boer." 

Mr.  John  Morley,  Election  Address^  September  24(A. 
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Liberalism  and  the  Empire. 

*'  If  we  were  to  listen  to  what  is  constantly  said  by  preten- 
tious politicians  and  newspapers,  we  should  believe  that  those 
who  approve  on  all  occasions  of  the  foreign  and  colonial  policy 
of  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  colleagues  have  a  monopoly  of 
patriotism,  and  that  all  who  differ  from  them  are  against  their 
country.  I  am  an  old  Liberal,  and  I  cannot  assent  to  this  view. 
No  Party  has  a  monopoly  of  virtue  or  patriotism,  though  some  may 
be  politically  wiser  than  others.  And  seeing  that  the  Empire  was 
largely  created  by  Liberal  enterprise  and  has  been  consolidated  by 
Liberal  policy,  while  the  largest  and  most  progressive  nation  in  the 
world  was  lost  to  our  Empire  by  Tory  unwisdom  and  obstinacy,  we 
need  not  be  afraid  to  have  our  record  examined.  I  claim,  as  a 
Liberal,  to  be  as  proud  of  the  Empire  as  any  man,  and  as  anxious 
to  encourage  by  every  means  the  closest  relations  with  our  free 
self-governing  Colonies,  to  maintain  its  rights  and  exjmnd  its  pros- 
perity ;  but  1  do  not  confound  territorial  extent  with  strength,  nor 
do  I  see  that  the  glory  or  success  of  the  Euipire  is  increased  by 
beating  down  our  neighbours." 
Sib  H.  Campbell-Bannerman,  Election  Addressy  September  2\st. 


I  desire  no  cliange  in  the  creed,  nor  even  in  the  title,  of  the 
Lil)eral  pjirty.  The  assertion  that  it  is  less  careful  of  the  interests 
of  this  great  Empire  than  our  <)pjM)nents  need  be  treated  only  with 
condign  c<mtempt.  During  a  i^eriod  of  seventy  years,  in  which 
that  Empire  has  grown  to  such  a  marvellous  pitch  of  wealth, 
strength,  and  contentment,  the  Liberal  pirty  has  l)een  in  charge  of 
its  fortunes  for  the  larger  part  of  its  hi8t<)ry,  and  tlie  time-honoured 
watchwords  of  *  Peace,  retrenchment,  and  reform,'  which  liad 
made  us  a  great  and  prosperous  nation,  had  lost  none  of  their 
virtue." 

Sib  William  Habcoubt,  EUci'mi  Address^  (September  22nd. 

Hilitansm. 

**  On  the  great  chapter  of  reforms  within  these  kingdoms  I  need 
say  no  more  than  that  1  stand  where  I  stood  four  years  ago.  In  the 
era  of  militarism  which  they  promise  us  domestic  reform,  constitu- 
tional, fiscal,  or  any  other,  will  be  very  slow  in  coming.  Our  real 
and  deep  danger  is  the  loss  of  our  industrial  supremacy,  already  not 
out  of  reach  of  challenge.  Military  conscription  is  not  exactly  fitted 
to  help  us  here.  To  increase  debt  instead  of  reducing  the  load,  to 
increase  the  burdens  of  the  taxpayer  instead  of  relieving  the  springs 
of  industry — this  will  not  help  us.  Recent  •territorial  expansion, 
every  inch  of  it  maintained  by  military  force,  will  not  help.  If  it  be 
true,  to  borrow  an  ignoble  phrase,  that  empire  is  a  commercial  asset, 
at  least  we  had  better  not  over-capitalise  our  empire." 

Mb.  John  Mobley,  Election  Address,  September  24cth, 

The  Gk>vemment'8  Foreign  Record. 

Nor  could  I  support  a  Government  which  has  neglected  that 
social  legislation  for  which  the  country  calls,  which  has  so  managed 
foreign  affairs  as  to  alienate  all  foreign  nations,  while  keeping  our 
own  in  a  hurricane  of  disquietude  and  distrust,  and  which,  by 
its  want  of  military  foresight  and  preparation,  exposed  the  country 
to  humiliations  unparalled  in  our  history  since  the  American  war.' 
Lord  Rosebeby,  Letter  to  Captain  Bedioorth  Lambtony  iSept.  24th, 
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Mr.  Chamberlain  without  a  Programme. 

I  have  known  Mr.  Chamberlain  a  long  time,  and  I  have  never 
known  him  without  a  programme.  Very  little  of  these  programmer 
has  ever  been  fulfilled.  To-day,  however,  he  has  got  no  pro- 
gramme at  all  except  the  war  in  South  Africa,  which  is  nearing  a 
conclusion.  That  you  can  hardly  call  a  programme.  For  the  first 
time  in  his  life  his  hand  seems  to  have  lost  its  cunning.  Look  at 
his  address.  There  is  plenty  of  brag  in  it,  but  no  programme.  He 
does  not  say  a  word  as  to  what  this  Government  is  going  to  do  or 
not  to  do,  if  they  got  a  new  tenure  of  power.  All  he  says  is, 
*  Open  your  mouth  and  shut  your  eyes  and  see  what  the  Govern- 
ment will  give  you.*  All  the  rest  besides  the  war  are  what  they 
call  *  side  issues '  and  details." 

Sir  William  Harcoubt,  at  Ebbto  VaUj  September  2oth. 


The  Need  for  Concentration. 

**  The  last  word  of  counsel  I  will  venture  to  offer  to  my  fellow- 
Liberals  here  and  elsewhere  is  this ;  it  is  contained  in  one  single 
word,  '  Concentration.'  Eschew  side  issues,  self  interests, 
personal  rivalries.  If  we  fight  and  work  in  that  spirit,  whether 
the  election  comes  soon  or  late,  and  whether  fortime  smiles  or 
frowns,  we  shall  have  done  what  in  us  lies  to  maintain  the 
traditions  of  a  great  party,  and  to  open  for  our  country  in  the 
■dawning  century  a  nobler  and  more  fruitful  chapter  of  its  history." 

Mr.  Asquith,  at  LadybaiOcy  September  IbtK, 


**Now,  sir,  there  is  only  one  danger  with  the  Liberal  party, 
and  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  that  it  should  be  unfaithful  to  its 
principles  and  to  its  flag.  Of  all  policies  the  weakest  in  the  world 
IS  to  seek  for  precarious  support  by  borrowing  the  opinions  and 
mimicking  the  practice  of  those  to  whom  you  are  opposed.  There 
is  a  certain  cowardly  disposition  sometimes  when  you  see  a  party 
to  whom  you  are  opposed  in  great  strength  and  great  prosperity,  to 
think  that  if  you  only  adopted  their  methods  and  their  principles 
you  might  have  success.  Do  not  be  led  away  by  any  delusion  of 
that  character.  That  is  infidelity  to  your  own  principles,  for  which 
you  will  inevitably  suffer.  It  does  not  really  pay,  because  you 
may  be  quite  certain  that  people  will  always  go  to  the  real  shop  for 
the  genuine  article,  and  will  not  be  put  off  with  your  margarine 
imitations.  Therefore  what  I  would  impress  upon  you  is  the 
necessity,  through  good  report  and  through  evil  report,  of  adhering 
to  the  true  principles  of  the  Liberal  party.  We  have  seen  what 
has  happened  to  the  Liberal  Unionists.  They  started  their  seces- 
sion with  the  loudest  protestation  of  their  constancy  to  the  Liberal 
faith.  I  daresay  they  believed  it  at  the  time,  but  what  has  become 
of  them  ?  We  know  they  have  been  absorbed  into  the  Tory  party ; 
we  know  the  Liberal  Unionist  of  to-day  has  become  more  Tory  than 
the  Tories.  That  is  what  happens  to  all  these  little  cliques  and 
coteries  which  add  adjectives  to  their  names.  The  adjective  over- 
comes everything,  and  the  substantive  becomes  nothing." 

Sir  William  Harcourt,  at  Ebhw  Vale^  September  26(A. 
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Mr.  Chamberlam  and  the  Colonies. 

'*  In  regard  to  our  relations  with  our  Colonies,  Mr.  Chamberlain 
seenifl  to  entertain  the  conviction  that  he  is  Captain  Cooke  and 
Greneral  Wolfe  rolled  into  one,  and  that  he  discovered  Australia, 
and  that  he  stormed  the  heights  of  Quebec,  but,  historically,  that 
is  not  true." 


The  IsBue  Before  the  Country. 

**  Grentlemen,  the  question  now  before  you  and  before  the 
electorate  of  these  kingdoms,  is  not  the  narrow  question  which 
concerns  the  war  or  the  South  African  policy.  It  is  the  question 
with  what  object  and  in  what  spirit  the  afl&iirs  of  our  country, 
legislative  and  administrative,  at  home  and  abroad,  are  to  be 
conducted  through  the  term  of  the  new  Parliament.  The  views 
and  opinions  which  I  have  set  before  you  are  those  of  a  Liberal, — 
they  are  the  opinions  which  have  been  traditions  in  that  Party.  We 
seek  the  good  of  the  people  through  the  people,  and  by  trusting 
the  people.  We  wish  to  destroy  privilege  or  monopoly,  whether  of 
class  or  sect  or  person,  when  it  is  hurtful  to  the  people.  And, 
whether  in  internal  constitution  or  in  external  policy,  we  hold  that 
it  is  not  power,  nor  glory,  nor  wealth  that  cxalteth  a  nation,  but 
righteousness,  justice,  and  freedom.  It  is  for  you  to  say  whether 
you  are  with  us  or  against  us." 

Sib  H.  Campbell-Banneraian,  Election  Address,  September  21«i. 


The  War. 

"As  to  the  war,  I  deplore  it,  I  abhor  it,  and  fear  its  conse- 
quences will  involve  us  in  great  expense  and  constant  difficulty  for 
many  a  long  day  to  come.  I  detest  the  new  diplomacy  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  and  know  very  well  that  there  were  powerful  and 
unscrupulous  men  both  in  England  and  Africa  who  wanted  war,  who 
worked  for  war,  who  would  have  been  bitterly  disappointed  had  war 
been  avoided  ;  but  I  adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have  expressed  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  that  the  chief  blame  of  the  war  rests  upon  the 
heads  of  the  two  ex-presidents  of  the  now  annexed  Republics. 
With  the  Oninge  Free  State  we  had  no  quarrel,  whilst  had  Mr. 
£^ruger  been  an  h<me.st  ruler  of  his  people,  anxious  to  keep  his 
pledged  word,  he  could  have  secured  for  them  and  generaticms  to 
come  their  limited  independence,  as  guaranteed  by  the  Conventions. 
He  wanted  more  than  this,  and  fired  the  first  shot  in  the  war, 
which,  once  begun,  had  to  be  fought  out.  Fought  out  it  has  been 
after  the  fashion  we  all  know  too  well.  Whatever  mistakes  men 
could  well  make,  whatever  ignorance  and  lack  of  ordinary  foresight 
men  could  display,  have  been  made  and  displayed  by  Lord  Salisbury's 
Government.  Beginning  with  the  fundamental  and  historic  blunder 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  *That  Kruger  would  not  fight,*  Ministers  have 
blundered  on  to  what  they  are  pleased  to  call  the  end,  and  now  seek 
a  renewal  of  power  in  order  (as  they  say)  to  set  right  what  they 
themselves  put  wrong." 


Sir  William  Harcourt,  at  Bbbw  FaUy  September  26</t. 


Mb,  Bibbell,  Election  Address,  September  22nd. 
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The  Aatnnm  Election. 

**  But  ceiiain  pretexts  have  been  put  forward  for  this  premature 
dissolution.  They  say  they  wanted  a  decision  on  the  war  I  Well, 
but  the  war  is  over.  No  decision  that  can  be  taken  in  the  month 
of  October  will  alter  the  war  in  any  respect,  and  it  might  just  as 
well  have  been  taken  in  January.  Then  they  say  we  want  a 
judgment  on  the  settlement  that  is  to  take  place.  But  how  can 
you  have  a  judgment  on  the  settlement  when  nobody  knows  what 
the  settlement  is  going  to  be  ?  I  venture  to  say  that  her  Majesty's 
Government  have  not  yet  made  up  their  minds  as  to  the  character 
of  the  settlement.  No,  neither  of  these  are  the  reasons.  The  true 
reason  is  that  the  Government  knows  that  the  war  fever  is  abating, 
that  every  day  is  revealing  more  and  more  their  own  incapacity  and 
misconduct  of  the  war.  They  knew  that  the  gilt  is  coming  off  the 
gingerbread,  and  they  desire  to  snatch  a  verdict  before  the  ebbing 
tide  leaves  them  high  and  dry  upon  the  strand." 

Sir  William  Harcourt,  at  Ebbic  Vale,  September  25^ 


Lord  Salisbury's  Manifesto. 

**What  does  Lord  Salisbury  say  in  his  address^  Tliere  is 
absolutely  nothing  in  it  but  the  most  pathetic  appeal  to  the  {>eople 
not  to  abstain  from  voting.  What  a  very  extraordinary  thing,  this 
triumphant  Government  of  the  Empire  flying  the  Union  Jack  with 
drums  and  fifes  playing  and  applauded  to  the  echo  by  a  unanimous 
people  appealing  in  piteous  tone's  to  the  people  not  to  abstain  from 
voting  I  Why  you  would  have  thought  that  they  would  all  be 
rushing  to  the  poll  to  support  this  glorious  Government.  Nothing 
of  the  kind.  Lord  Salisbury  is  dreadfully  alarmed  lest  they 
abstain  from  coming  to  the  poll,  and  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
almost  weeps  at  the  thought  of  how  few  people  will  come  to  record 
their  votes  for  this  glorious  Grovemment. 

Sir  Wiluam  Harcourt,  at  Ebbw  Vale,  September  2bth. 


*'Mr.  Chamberlain's  Uitlanders." 

**If  a  man  has  a  qualification,  why  should  he  not  vote  at  the 
earliest  possible  period,  and  why  should  he  be  kept  two  years  wait- 
ing ?  That  injustice  falls  most  heavily  upon  the  industrial  classes, 
who  are  frecjuently  obliged  to  change  their  residence  in  order  to  get 
employment.  In  former  cases,  when  it  has  been  necessary  to  dissolve 
Parliament  at  a  late  i>eriod  of  the  year,  Acts  of  Parliament  have 
been  passed  to  accelerate  the  register,  so  that  the  voters  should  not 
be  disfranchised.  To  the  Tory  party  that  is  comparatively  in- 
different, because  the  class  on  whom  they  rely  do  not  change  their 
residences  in  the  same  manner,  neither  are  they  subject  to  disfran- 
chisement in  consequence  of  parochial  relief.  Therefore,  to  them 
it  is  a  matter  of  comparative  indifference.  Those  who  are  entitled 
to  vote  will  not  vote  here  to  the  number,  as  you  have  been  told,  nf 
1,500  men.  That  is  the  case,  more  or  less,  throughout  the 
country.  They  have  been  very  properly  called  *'Mr.  ChamberUin's 
Uitlanders,'  and  Mr.  Chamberlains  Uitlanders  are  more  numerous 
by,  I  should  say,  ten  times  than  the  Uitlanders  of  President  Kruger, 
with  whom  you  have  waged  a  bloody  war,  and  upon  whom  you  have 
expended  some  70  millions  of  money.  See  how  differently  things 
are  looked  at  when  they  are  looked  at  by  different  persons." 

Sib  William  Harcourt,  at  Mt>bio  Vale,  September  25*i 
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Phe  Work  of  the  Future. 

*'For  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  suggest  that  the  people  should 
concern  themselves  with  the  past  and  not  with  the  future  was,  as  Sir 
William  Harcourt  had  said,  a  colossal  piece  of  impudence.  There- 
fore the  working  men  were  thinking,  not  merely  about  the  war, 
though  that  was  a  most  interesting  subject,  not  merely  about  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  which  was  extremely  interesting  to  that  gentleman  ; 
but  they  were  thinking  of  the  man  whom  they  should  send  to  Parlia- 
ment. For  these  reasons — because  he  believed  he  was  more  in 
sympathy  with  the  righteous  and  proper  demands  of  the  working 
classes  in  many  respects,  relating  to  ttieir  homes,  their  trades,  their 
trade  unions,  their  factories  and  workshops  ^  that  he  was  more  in 
unison  with  their  wishes  and  more  capable,  if  he  might  say  so,  of 

f'ving  effect  to  them  than  a  fine,  crusted  old  Tory  like  Sir  James 
ergusson — he  had  been  ambitious  enough  (foolish  enough,  some 
people  had  thought)  to  give  up  a  safe  seat  m  Scotland  to  come  here, 
to  tiie  premier  city  of  his  native  county,  and  see  if  it  were  indeed 
the  trut^  that  the  working  classes  of  a  constituency  like  North-east 
Manchester  were  so  thoroughly  enamoured  of  Tory  rule  as  to 
believe  Sir  James  Fergusson  was  the  man  to  put  his  back  to  the 
work  and  see  to  it  in  the  time  to  come,  not  in  a  hundred  years  but 
in  the  next  six  or  ten." 


The  Khald  Issue. 

**They  wanted  the  politics  of  this  country  to  bo  considered  on 
their  proper  merits,  and  not  a  vulgar  appeal  to  militarism,  which 
was  only  worthy  of  a  South  American  Kepublic.  He  said  in  his 
address  that  what  they  should  insist  upon  was  that  the  Army  should 
bi3  independent  and  above  party  strife.  That  was  the  only  way  to 
keep  the  services  pure  and  strong." 


'*The  Jameson  Kaid  was,  in  his  opinion,  the  primary  cause  of 
this  terrible  war.  It  bred  the  profoundest  distrust  among  the  Dutcli 
IM>pulation  of  the  Transvaal  as  to  the  intentions  of  the  British 
Government.  He  had  never  said  that  our  Government  were  respon- 
sible for  the  Raid,  but  they  were  responsible  for  their  treatment  of 
the  authors  of  that  Raid.  The  Government  should  have  shown  that 
they  represented  the  public  feeling  strongly  condemning  that  out- 
rage. It  was  a  very  inadequate  description  for  Mr.  Chamberlain 
to  call  the  Kaid  a  mistake — it  was  not  a  mistake,  it  was  a  crime — 
which  had  most  unhappy  and  bloody  conse<iueiices.  That  was  the 
real  seed  plot  of  the  war,  and  the  Government  had  certainly  failed 
to  act  up  to  the  strong  condemnati(m  of  the  autliors  which  was  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  South  Africa  Select  Committee.  They 
might,  at  least,  have  taken  some  precautions  by  satisfying  the  people 
who  had  been  improperly  attacked  tliat  they  were  in  no  such  danj^or 
in  the  future." 

Sib  William  IlARcornT  at  Trrdeijnr,  Sepf ember  28//*,  1900. 


Mr.  Birbell,  Manchester^  September  28lh^  1900. 


Captain  Lambton,  Neiocastley  September  27 th^  1900. 


TheBaid. 
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Majuba. 

*'Take  Majuba.  He  thought  it  monstrous  that  the  meanest 
motives  should  be  attributed  to  the  Cabinet  of  that  day.  That  con- 
cession to  the  Boers  was  not  made  through  cowardice.  It  took  hi 
more  courage  than  would  have  been  required  to  prosecute  the  war, 
and  had  he  been  taking  an  active  part  in  politics  at  that  time  he 
had  no  doubt  he  would  have  sympathised  with  and  have  defended 
the  policy  that  was  then  adopted.  He  admitted  to-day  that  policy 
had  not  succeeded.  The  great  lesson  of  the  policy  of  Majuba  was 
this  that  if  they  were  going  to  do  something  magnanimous  in  public 
affairs,  something  generous  and  beyond  the  common,  they  must  be 
careful  that  their  motives  were  understood  by  those  to  whom  their 
policy  was  to  be  applied.** 

Sir  Edward  Grey,  cU  Alntvicky  September  28tA,  1900. 


The  Settlement. 

**  The  settlement  of  South  Africa  will  re(juire,  above  all  things, 
the  virtues  of  patience,  sobriety,  and  impartiality  in  a  measure  ^in 
which  men  possess  these  qualities.  I  wonder  if,  to  exhibit  to  the 
world  his  own  personal  fitness  for  undertaking  that  task,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  made  his  speech  in  Birmingham  on  Saturday.*' 

Sir  H.  Campbbll-Bannerbian,  Stirling,  September  26<A,  1900. 

Oaptain  Lambton  on  Himself  and  the  Boer  Guns. 

"Well,  honestly  and  candidly,  he  confessed  that  he  marveUed 
at  his  politics  himself,  for  in  the  three  months  since  he  had  entered 
the  political  arena  he  had  done  more  to  re-consolidate  the  Liberal 
party  than  anyone  else.  Probably  he  was  getting  rather  conceited, 
out  he  was  beginning  to  think  he  was  wiser  than  Ulysees  (who  was 
a  bit  of  a  navigator  like  himself),  for  with  all  his  eloquence  llysees 
could  not  draw  back  Achilles  from  his  retirement,  whereas  he,  Mrith 
one  speech  in  the  Newcastle  Town  HaU,  had  brought  back  Lord 
Rosebery  from  his  retirement  and  long  silence.  As  to  the  guns 
used  against  the  Boers  at  Ladysmith,  he  reminded  Mr.  Powell 
Williams  that  there  was  no  higher  authority  than  he,  Captain 
Lambton.  He  had  from  Sir  George  White  the  complete  control  of 
the  working  of  the  naval  guns,  and  fired  them  when  he  liked.  Had 
he  done  what  a  great  many  people  of  high  rank  wanted  him  to 
do,  and  returned  the  Boer  fire,  shell  for  shell,  he  would  have  run 
out  of  ammunition  in  the  first  fortnight,  but  he  did  not  waste  the 
resources  of  his  country,  and  he  never  would.'* 

Netccastle,  September  26£/i,  1900. 

The  Oonduct  of  the  War. 

**  First  of  all  they  so  under-estimated  the  whole  of  the  serious- 
ness of  what  they  were  engaged  in  that  they  sent  out  a  force  which 
was  totally  inadequate.  They  say  that  language  used  here  had 
encouraged  the  Boers  ;  but  what  encouraged  the  Boers  was  finding 
the  British  Grovemment  so  entirely  unprepared ;  what  encouraged 
the  Boers  was  knowing  that  they  had  better  firearms  than  the 
British  Army  was  provided  with,  that  they  had  bigger  guns  and,  in 
fact,  that  they  had,  and  continued  to  have,  for  something  like  three 
or  four  months,  a  superiority  altogether  over  the  British  forces. 
That  I  call  conducting  the  war  very  badly." 

Sir  William  Hakcourt  at  Blachtvood,  September  26f/i,  1900. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


Owing  to  certain  recasting  of  holiday  aiTangements  made  necessary 
by  the  General  Election,  the  next  (December)  number  of  the  Magazine 
will  not  be  published  until  on  or  about  December  15th.  It  will 
contain  a  complete  list  of  the  pollings,  together  with  the  majorities  at 
all  the  Greneral  Elections  since  1885. 

It  is  particularly  hoped  that  Subscribers  whose  subscriptions  begin 
with  the  October  number  and  who  have  not  yet  paid  for  the  current 
year  will  remit  their  subscriptions  at  once  on  the  form  sent  with 
this  number. 

We  draw  special  attention  to  the  announcement  of  the  Liberal 
Calendar,  which  will  be  found  on  page  iii  of  the  Advertisement  sheet. 
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THE  DIARY  OF  THE  MONTH. 


(1)  Sir  B.  Finlay  on  Anny  Reform. 

No  words  could  express  the  disappointment  which  the  nation  woq14 
feel  if  the  lessons  which  the  Transvaal  War  had  taught  us  did  not  bear 
fruit  in  our  having  in  the  future  a  military  system  which  would  be  abore 
criticism.  There  was  a  feeling  tliat  the  system  of  our  War  Office  wmnted 
overhauling.  No  words  could  express  our  gratitude  when  we  realised  what 
had  be^n  elTected  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  by  the  advent  of  Lord 
Roberts  and  Lord  Kitchener  on  the  scene,  and  he  asked  if  it  was  too  modi 
to  hope  that  when  we  came  to  apply  the  lessons  of  the  war  these  two  mea 
might  be  available  to  render  almost  as  signal  service  to  their  ooontxy  as 
they  had  rendered  in  South  Africa.  '* 

(2)  Sir  M.  WMte  Ridley  on  the  South  African  Settlement 

The  position  now,  therefore,  was  this — it  was  the  declared  policy  <rf 
her  Majesty's  Government,  and  be  thought  it  was  generally  approved  by 
the  country,  that  the  Orange  Free  State  Colony  ^nd  the  South  AhkMa 
Republic  should  become  part  of  the  British  Empire.  For  some  time,  of 
course,  there  must  be  a  militant  government,  but  they  hoped  and  beliered 
that  before  long  thin^  would  settle  themselves,  and  then,  in  acoordanee 
with  the  general  practice  of  this  country,  in  all  its  colonies,  they  would 
have  an  amount  of  self-^vemment  which  was  granted  in  our  wise  oolonial 
policy  to  our  self-governing  colonies. " 

And  on  the  Compensation  Act. 

**  Last  Session  the  Government  extended  the  Act  to  agricnltonl 
labourers,  and  had  promised  to  make  a  much  larger  extension  to  other 
trades  and  industries  and  to  remedy  many  of  the  points  wliich  in  the  work- 
ing of  the  Act  had  been  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  anomalous." 

(3)  Lord  George  Hamilton  on  the  General  Election. 

**  The  issues  were  the  same  which  they  had  to  fight  twenty  yean  ago ; 
but  what  a  change  in  the  conditions  under  which  they  had  to  fight !  In 
the  interval  which  had  elapsed  since  1880  there  had  been  a  steady 
gravitation  to  the  Unionist  party  of  the  wealth  and  intelligence  of  the 
country.  So  much  had  this  been  the  case  that  the  present  supporters  of 
Lord  Salisbury  included  men  who  were  his  most  formidable  antagonist! 
twenty  years  ago.  Experience  had  taught  them  the  soundness  of  the 
views  Lord  Beaconsfield  put  forward  ;  whilst,  on  the  other  hand,  piinciplei 
at  that  time  expounded  by  his  rival,  Mr.  Gladstone,  had  proved  in  praetace 
absolute  failures,  and  this  to  such  an  extent  that  the  one  object  of  the 
Radical  party  was  to  shed  them  as  rapidly  as  they  could.  He  himself 
agreed  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  issue  of  the  contest  They 
must  win,  but  they  would  have  to  do  more  than  win  if  they  wished  to 
settle  the  most  serious  question  of  the  last  half-century,  the  pacifieatkm 
of  South  Africa.  It  would  be  necessary  that  the  country  should  be 
unanimous.  They  must  not  have  the  preponderance  of  opinion  of  s 
community,  but  the  mandate  of  a  unanimous  and  determined  people.** 
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1900. 

July  17. — *  Wiltshire  (South)  By-Election  consequent  on  the 
accession  to  the  Peerage  of  Viscount  Folke- 
stone (C).  Unopposed  return  of  Mr.  J.  A* 
Morrison  (C). 

Representation  unchanged. 

1892.  1895. 

Folkestone  (Cy  -  -  3,743  I  Folkestone  (C)  -  -  3,828 
Grove  (L)  -   -    -   -    3,336  |   Pyke  (L)  ....  3,565 

September  3.— Sir-  William  Harcourt  at  Middleton  -  in  - 
Teesdale  on  Liberalism. 

Thirty-third  Annual  Trade  Union  Congress 
at  Huddersfield. 


4. — ^Trade  Union  Congfress— Presidential  Address  by 
Mr.  W.  Pickles. 

7.  —(l)  Sir  R  B.  Finlay  at  Fortrose  on  Army  Reform. 

8.  — (2)  Sir  M.White  Ridleyat  Blagdon  Park  (North- 

umberland)  on  the  War,  China,  and  JDomestic 
Legislation. 

(3)  Lord  George  Hamilton  at  Weston  on  Current 
Politics. 

Mr.  Powell-Williams  at  Birmingham  on  the 

War  Office. 


*  IniMlYertently  omitted  in  the  August  number. 
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(1)  Mr.  Asqnith  on  the  **Ha8tled-on"  Election. 

**  The  election  is  to  be  hustled  on.  Why  ?  In  order  that  the  iasue  may 
be  artificially  narrowed.  The  patriotic  fervour  which  has  animated  the 
whole  nation  is  to  be  exploited,  it  possible,  in  the  interests  of  a  particiilir 
party.  Finance,  domestic  leKislatK>n,  social  reform,  the  unfulfilled  pMg« 
of  199'%  the  subventions  by  which  during  these  five  years  the  prosperity  of 
our  national  resources  has  been  fritted  away  to  particular  interests  and 
classes,  even  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  war  itself — all  these 
gloomy  and  inconvenient  topics  are  to  oe  huddled  out  of  sight.  The  feir 
of  the  future  is  clothing  from  top  to  bottom  the  Tory  party,  from  the 
Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  down  to  the  humblest  member  of  the 
rank  and  file  of  the  supporters  of  the  strongest  Government  of  modern 
times.  There  has  gone  up  during  these  jiast  few  weeks  a  pleasing  chonis 
of  appeal  to  the  solitary  figure  on  the  Vosges.  *  In  Heaven's  name  let  o* 
ffet  it  over  before  all  the  gas  is  out  of  the  balloon.'  Is  there  any  other 
hypothesis  which  explains  the  fact?" 
And  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  annexations  recently  made  are 
irrevocable,  and  that  no  Government,  to  whatever  party  in  the  State  it 
might  belong,  could  or  would  undo  what  has  been  done ;  and,  so  far  »•«  1 
know,  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  Liberal  |*arty.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  mentions  in  his  letter  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  oar 
leader  in  the  House  of  Commons.  As  far  hack  as  last  Whitsuntide  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  I  think  at  Glasgow,  expressed  sabstantialiy 
the  same  conviction  which  I  have  just  laid  oefore  you.  So  fax,  then,  as 
the  settlement  has  yet  proceeded  by  the  incorporation  of  the  two  Repuhlia 
in  the  Empire,  there  is  no  shadow  of  foundation  for  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
statement  that  the  majority  of  the  Liberal  party  is  opposed  to  a  satisfac- 
tory settlement.  The  annexation  of  the  conquereid  territory  is,  of  coarse, 
the  first  step."  » 

(2)  Mr,  Herbert  Gladstone  on  the  General  Election. 

**  He  admitted  the  Opposition  were  not  in  a  position  to  furnish  a  stron;: 
Crovemment,  and  however  sanguine  any  of  them  might  be  about  the  result 
of  the  election,  it  could  not  be  such  as  to  put  Liberals  in  the  position  of 
offering  an  alternative  Government.  Unless  they  could  win  1^  seats  no 
responsible  Liberal  would  think  of  taking  office,  and  it  was  idle  to  suppose 
they  could  win  160,  or  anything  like  that  number." 

(3)  Mr.  T.  W.  Bussell  on  Irish  Land  Purchase. 

"As  to  the  Irish  land  question  ...  he  laid  down  a  complete 
programme  of  land  purchase,  lighting  a  fire  in  Ulster  which  would  not  be 
easny  put  out.  He  dealt  at  length  with  the  causes  which  made  it  neoe»- 
sary  for  Parliament  to  face  afresh  the  Irish  land  question,  and,  proceedinj; 
to  explain  his  scheme,  said  he  should  have  preferred  the  fixmg  of  fair 
rents  and  land  purchase  to  proceed  alongside  and  that  the  change  sbooM 
he  gradual,  but  he  was  convinced  that  the  land  must  pass,  and  speedily- 
Altliou^h  he  was  a  strenuous  supporter  of  land  purchase  he  had  never 
taken  kindly  to  compulsion.  Now,  however,  he  pronounced  definitely  in 
its  favour.  It  was  said  to  be  ruining  the  landlords  and  would  soon  torn 
the  Ulster  tenant  into  a  rebeL  His  view  was  that  every  acre  of  agricul- 
tural land  not  in  the  occupation  of  the  landlord  ought  to  be  sold  to  tlie 
tenant.  It  was  not  easy  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money 
that  would  be  required  for  such  a  huge  transaction,  but  for  the  purpoe» 
of  discussion  he  should  put  it  at  £120,000,000.  At  one  time  he  stood 
aghast  at  the  bare  idea  of  such  a  transaction,  but  his  experience  at  tbe 
Local  Government  Board  had  taught  him  much.  In  England  and  Wales 
the  State  had  lent  to  the  various  municipalities  for  public  purposes  within 
the  past  thirty  years  five  times  that  sum.  He  saw  no  difficulty  in  appjy* 
ing  the  same  principle  to  that  question.  There  was  now  a  recognised 
public  authority  in  each  county  in  Ireland— the  county  couocil.  A* 


Digitized  by 


THR  LIBERAL  MAGAZINB.  493 

1900. 

September  15. — (1)  Mr.  Asquith  at  Ladybank  on  Current  Politics. 

17.  — Proclamation  signed  by  the  Queen  dissolving 

Parliament  on  September  25th. 

18.  — (2)  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  at  Leeds  on  the. 

General  Election. 

Lord  Crewe  at  Burton  on  Current  Politics. 

20.  — (3)  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell  at  CJogher  on  Land 

Purchase. 

21.  — (4)  Lord  Spencer  at  Derby  on  the  Dissolution. 

Mr.  Powell-Williams  at  Birmingham  on  the 

War  Office. 

22  — General  Election  Speeches  by  the  Duke  of  Devon- 
shire at  Darwen,  Lord  Crewe  at  Bradford, 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Birmingham. 

Lord  Brassey  at  Westminster  Palace  Hotel 

(Meeting  of  Liberal  Imperial  Council)  on  Current 
Politics. 


Ireland  was  to  all  intents  and  purpof^es  an  agricultural  country,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  the  county  council  should  not  ^arantee  the  advance  required 
for  each  county.  The  State  would  have  the  security  of  the  land,  and  it 
would  have  the  additional  security  of  the  county  rates,  and  thus  every 
ratepayer  would  have  an  interest  in  the  punctual  payment  of  the  instal- 
ment. .  .  .  He  desired  to  point  out  that  he  spotce  not  on  behalf  of  the 
Crovemment,  but  for  himself  alone  Things  were  so  intolerable  that 
almost  every  man,  even  those  who  supported  the  Irish  landlords,  had  been 
driven  to  pronounce  in  favour  of  compulsory  sale.  He  was  greatly  mis- 
taken if  any  Ulster  Unionist  seeking  the  suifra^  of  an  agricultural 
constituency  would  escape  without  the  most  explicit  assurances  on  the 
subject,  and  he  was  personally  aware  that  many  Irish  landlords  saw  no 
other  solution  of  the  problem.  In  a  new  Parliament  there  would  be  a  real 
united  Ireland  on  the  question.  It  would  be  the  living  issue  of  the  Bex4 
Parliament." 

(4)  Lord  Spencer  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

"  As  to  the  .  .  .  settlement,  he  admitted  that  some  of  them  at  first 
disliked  the  idea  of  depriving  two  brave  nations  of  their  nationality,  but 
later  it  became  obvious  that  nothing  but  annexation,  the  placing  of  the 
two  Republics  under  the  Hag  of  one  country,  could  be  a  proper  solution  of 
the  question.  Sir  Henry  Campbell -Bannerman  declared  that  three  months 
sgo,  thoueh  the  question  was  not  then  so  ripe  for  decision,  and  in  a  speech 
made  at  Edinburgh  he  himself  pointed  to  the  same  conclusion.  They 
wished  to  see  in  South  Africa,  as  m  Canada,  Australia,  and  New  Zealand, 
the  utmost  freedom  under  the  British  flag.  We  should  have  to  govern  a 
country  filled  with  men  still  sore  from  the  war  and  perhaps  disaffected, 
but  they  all  hoped  that  in  time  this  would  be  overcome,  and  that  it  would 
be  possible  to  give  such  free  institutions  that  eventually  the  Dutch  of  the 
two  States,  just  as  the  French  in  Canada  had,  would  come  to  see  the 
sdvantages  of  living  under  the  just,  the  honourable,  and  the  liberal 
government  of  Great  Britain." 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  Majuba. 

"  Evenr  day  we  are  taunted  with  Majuba,  we  being  the  party  that 
arranged  the  conventions  which  restored  to  the  Transvaal  its  independence; 
and  two  of  our  colleagues  in  that  Government  were  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  they  are  as  much  responsible  as  Mr.  Gladstrae 
or  myself  for  the  conventions.  I  will  tell  you  another  thing,  and  that  I* 
that  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  so  ardent  a  supporter  of  that  policy  that  wfaeo  it 
was  attacked  in  the  House  of  Commons  he  was  put  fortn  by  our  Gortn- 
ment  as  the  main  defender  and  chief  apologist  of  that  i>oiicy  imd  if  yon 
want  to  see  what  he  said  on  the  subject  you  will  find  it  in  the  reports  <tf 
Parliament  What  was  the  tone  of  his  defence  ?  He  did  not  call  it  a  case 
of  Quixotic  magnanimity  or  of  foolish  generosity.  Oh,  no ;  lie  $^ai«l  it  va- 
a  matter  of  the  plainest  downright  honesty  that  having  taken  this  territory 
under  misapprehension  to  give  it  back,  and  it  was  a  thine  no  honourable 
Crovemment  could  have  refused.  Thus  spake  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  this  b 
the  man  who  is  to-day  denouncing  the  suoject." 

(2)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimerxiiaii  on  Army  Reform. 

**  Mr.  Balfour  the  other  dav  accused  him  of  having  nothing  to  say 
about  the  question  of  Army  reform  later  than  the  year  1870.  But  surely 
he  had  not  read  Lord  Lansdowne's  letter  in  The  Times,  than  which  there 
could  not  be  a  handsomer  testimonial  to  his  own  efforts  in  this  direction. 
The  Government  were  askine  for  a  mandate  to  carry  out  Army  refom, 
but  according  to  Lord  Lansaowne's  letter  the  Army  reform  they  were 
carrying  out  was  the  reform  instituted  by  himself." 

(3)  Sir  Edward  Qrey  on  Unionist  Patriotism." 

He  did  feel  very  strongly  that  so  far  as  the  election  had  gone  there 
was  a  tendency  on  the  Government  side  to  claim  for  themselves  and  their 
supporters  a  monopoly  of  patriotism.  He  believed  that  to  be  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  a  gigantic  imposture  upon  the  country,  and  he  believea 
that  nothing  was  more  unpatriotic  than  to  say  that  a  large  number  of 
their  fellow-countrymen  were  deficient  in  patnotism.  The  Government 
told  them  that  they  did  not  wish  the  position  to  be  weakened.  He  agreed 
that  the  settlement  must  be  a  permanent  one,  but  what  the  Government 
were  saying  was  that  if  they  were  not  supported  by  an  overwhelming 
majority  the  interests  and  the  honour  of  the  country  would  not  be 
sumciently  protected.  To  say  that  they  alone  were  to  be  trusted  wmt 
really  to  mvite  every  foreign  country  to  try  and  take  advantage  of  their 
successors." 

(4)  Sir  Edward  Grey  on  the  Tory  Foreign  Record. 

*'A11  would  remember  Lord  Curzon  saying  on  the  occasion  of  thi» 
Grovemment's  coming  into  office  that  troubles  were  going  to  disappear  and 
that  there  was  rejoicmg  in  the  whole  Diplomatic  Service.  But  what  had 
happened  ?  There  had  oeen  more  troubles,  more  difficulties,  more  dangen, 
and  more  risks  during  the  last  few  years  than  we  had  had  for  a  looff  time 
before.  He  did  not  blame  Lord  Salisbury  for  those  difficulties  which  had 
been  raised  in  various  parts  of  the  world.  They  were  not  of  his  makiog. 
but  he  did  think  he  had  lost  valuable  opportunities  of  smoothing 
things.  If  at  the  present  time  we  were  disliked  by  foreign  Powers,  he 
did  not  propose  to  hold  the  present  Government  to  b^me  for  that 
dislike,  but  when  the  last  Liberal  Government  was  in  power  whenerer 
there  was  a  little  friction  between  us  and  Germany  or  when  we  were 
not  getting  on  very  well  with  some  foreign  Power  the  people  on  the  otber 
side  were  only  too  willing  to  say,  '  Why,  that  is  beca^ise  a  Liberal  Goven- 
ment  is  in  power.   The  Liberal  Grovemment  is  weak  and  vacillatiBg. 
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1900. 

^tember  24. — Oeneral  Election  Speeches  by  Lord  Kimberley  at 
Saffron  Walden  (see  page  482),  Lord  Spencer 
at  Ipswich,  Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester, 
Mr.  Asquith  at  Tajrport  and  Newport  (see 
page  482),  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  at  Leeds, 
and  Mr.  Brodrick  at  Cranleig^h. 


.25.  —Dissolution  of  Parliament 


General  Election  Speeches  by  (1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Ebbw  Vale,  Sir  H.  Fowler  at  Wolver- 
hampton, Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Oldham,  Mr.  Bryce  at 
Aberdeen,  Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  at  Leeds, 
Mr.  Wyndham  at  Dover,  Mr.  Buxton  at 
Poplar,  Mr.  Chaplin  at  Sleaford,  and  Mr. 
Long  at  Bristol. 


26.— General  Election  Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Stirling:,  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Blackwood,  Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester 
(see  page  475),  Mr.  Asquith  at  Freenchie,  and 
(3)  Sir  E.  Grey  at  Berwick. 


27.— General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  W.  Harcourt  at 
Rhymney,  Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Tunstall,  Mr.  Asquith 
at  Ladybank,and  (4)  Sir  E.  Grey  at  Alnwick* 


Other  Powers  take  advantage  of  this,  and  you  find  trouble  and  friction.' 
If  he  were  to  retort  upon  the  present  Crovemraent  in  kind,  be  sbould  have 
to  hold  them  responsiole  for  all  troubles,  but  he  told  them  frankly  he  could 
not  but  bear  in  mind  that  if  the  present  Government  was  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  the  dislike  entertamed  towards  us  by  foreign  countries 
neither  was  the  last  Liberal  Government  responsible  for  trouoles  abroad. 
The  real  lesson  to  be  drawn  was  this.  We  should  remember  that  if  there 
was  jealousy,  suspicion,  dislike,  and  misunderstanding  of  our  motives 
abroad,  that  was  no  reason  for  trying  to  lay  the  blame  on  one  side  or  the 
other.  It  was  a  reason  for  keeping,  as  far  as  vre  could,  in  foreign  affairs  a 
nnited  front" 
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<i)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannermaii  on  Army  Reform. 

**  Well,  in  this  matter  of  Army  reform  they  had  up  to  now  tried  to  keep 
away  from  boasting,  and  he  would  endeavour  to  do  so  now.    What  wm 
the  facts  of  the  recent  war?   Why  160,000  Regular  trooijs  had  been  seat 
out  to  South  Africa.    In  the  days  of  the  Crimea,  or  even  since,  the  idea  d 
the  possibility  of  such  a  thing  would  have  occurred  to  no  one,  but  the 
system  inaugurated  by  the  Lu>eral8  in  1870  was  equal  to  it.    After  t3ie 
defeat  of  the  late  Government  it  was  shown  by  the  letter  written  by  Ixmi 
Jjansdowne  to  The  Times  that  a  scheme  of  Army  reform  which  ne  had 
drawn  up  himself  was  found  at  the  War  Office  and  adopted  by  the  preaent 
Government.    Mr.  Balfour  said  the  electors  must  not  look  to  Liberal**  for 
reform,  liecause  they  wore  men  of  peace  and  economy.    Well,  he^  thou^glit 
men  ought  to  be  men  of  peace,  economy,  and  carefulness  of  administration, 
even  though  they  were  patriotic  military  reformers.    Mr.  Balfour  accused 
Liberals  of  doing  nothmg  for  the  Army,  and  said  that  the  new  rifle  had 
been  given  to  the  Army  by  the  Conser\'ative8.    It  was  quite  true  that  Mr. 
Stanhope  had  issued  the  rifle,  but  he  himself  had  continued  it.  Mr. 
Balfour  boasted  that  the  Conservatives  had  added  more  men  to  the  Aimy 
than  the  Liberals  had.    But  it  should  be  remembered  that  armameDts 
depended  on  policy,  and  if  the  policy  of  the  country  were  unaggressive  we 
should  not  want  so  many  solaiers  as  we  should  if  we  went  bullying  and 
challenging  our  neighbours  all  over  the  world.    Mr.  Balfour  said  that 
recruits  came  in  better  when  the  Conservatives  were  in  power.    Well,  he 
did  not  know  whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his  colleagues  went 
about  with  ribbons  recruiting,  but  he  did  know  that  when  he  himself  became 
head  of  the  department  controlling  the  Armv,  in  1892,  Mr.  Balfour  andhir 
collea^es  had  made  themselves  so  unpopular  throughout  the  Army,  and 
had  raised  so  much  friction  and  discontent  in  all  the  departments  lielongitf 
to  the  Army,  that  it  took  him  at  least  two  years  to  smooth  the  rumcd 
feathers  and  to  bring  back  that  harmony  which  was  so  necessary  for 
efficiency.    But  what  had  all  this  to  do  \vith  refonn  ?   The  purchase  <rf 
stores  was  a  mere  question  of  money  and  discretion  in  selection  aod 
purchase — reform  was  a  different  thing ;  it  meant  a  chan«re  in  the  constitii- 
tion  of  the  Army  itself  and  perhaps  of  the  department  which  administered 
the  Army.    He  would  name  a  reform  which  he  thought  was  very  desirabte 
in  the  Army.    It  applied  not  so  much  directly  to  the  men  as  to  the  offio«s. 
An  officer  should  either  be  better  paid  or  the  expenses  exacted  from  him 
ought  to  be  diminished,  so  that  the  holding  of  a  commission  in  the  Queen'? 
service  should  not  be  a  playground  for  the  rich,  but  should  be  a  ladder  Vy 
which  the  poorest  and  humolest,  if  he  had  military  capacity,  should  be  able 
to  rise.    lie  did  not  care  whether  a  man  rose  from  the  ranks  or  whether  he 
came  from  outside.    In  both  cases  he  ought  to  be  able  to  lire  on  Ids  pay. 
to  live  his  life  and  do  his  work,  iio  man  making  him  afraid.    Then  ve 
should  find  officers  who  would  devote  themselves  seriously  to  their  pro- 
fession.   That  would  be  to  democratise  the  Army." 

(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Transvaal. 

•*  We  had  added  a  territory  of  vast  value  to  the  Empire,  and  without 
imposing  on  it  a  greater  burden  than  it  could  bear.  He  felt  confident  i 
very  large  sum  would  be  available  to  be  borrowed,  of  course  on  the  revenues 
of  the  Transvaal,  towards  repaying  the  taxpayers  of  this  country  tfce 
expense  that  had  been  incurred. ' 

3)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimennail  on  the    Treasonable  Letters." 

''I  want  to  ask  you  three  plain  (questions.  First  of  all,  was  such  a 
thing  as  this  ever  done  before  in  the  history  of  our  country  ?  Can  any  case 
be  quoted  of  a  public  department  making  public  private  documents  thftt 
come  into  their  possession  for  no  public  purpose,  but  merely  to  bolster 
as  it  was  thought,  the  position  of  the  Government  and  to  damage  the 
Opposition  ?  No  case  can  be  quoted  in  the  least  cr^itable  AdministratioD 
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September  28.— General  Election  Speeches  by  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Rochdale,  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Tredegar,  (2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  at 
Bristol,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  at  Preston, 
Sir  E.  Grey  at  Newcastle  and  North 
Shields,  Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  at  Bilston,  and  Lord  G. 
Hamilton  in  Marylebone. 

First  day  of  General  Election — 2  Members  elected 
unopposed — 0 ,  2. 

„  29.— -General  Election  Speeches  by  (3)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  St  James's  Hall,  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach  at  Bristol,  Sir  H.  Fowler  at 
Bilston,  (4)  Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester,  Mr. 
Chamberlain  at  Birming^ham  {see  page  527), 
and  Sir  E.  Grey  at  Oldham. 

Second  day  of  General  Election — 66  Members  elected, 
all  unopposed — C,  50  ;  L.U,,  9  ;  L.,  5 ;  N.,  2. 


of  the  last  two  centuries,  that  I  am  aware  of,  of  anything  of  the  sort  having 
been  done.  My  second  question  is.  What  excuse  can  be  given,  what 
reason  can  be  alleged,  for  making  these  letters  public  ?  Was  there  any 
pnblic  purpose  to  oe  served  by  it  except  the  damaging  of  the  Opposition 
and  the  making  of  political  capital  against  Mr.  ChamMrhun's  opponents, 
if  yon  call  that  a  public  purpose?  My  third  question  is,  What  would 
happen  to  you  or  me  in  our  private  life  if  we  committed  an  offence  of  this 
sort,  if  we  deliberately,  for  our  own  advantage,  or  presumed  advantage, 
pnblifihed  a  private  document  ?  We  should  be  flouted  and  turned  out  of 
society.  Is  there  a  different  standard  for  a  public  department  or  Minister 
than  there  is  for  a  private  individual  ?  ** 

(4)  Kr.  Balfour  on  the  Crisis  in  the  Church. 

While  not  curtailing  the  liberty  of  any  sections  of  Christians  in  the 
Church,  lie  was  anxious  that  the  Reformed  Church  should  remain 
the  Reformed  Church  as  it  had  always  been.  If  he  found  it  impossible 
to  pledge  himself  to  the  details  of  any  measures  for  bringing  their 
nnhai^py  difficulties  to  a  conclusion,  he  hoped  he  had  shown  that 
that  impossibility  arose  in  his  case  fix>m  a  deep  anxiety  not  to  plunge 
the  Church  into  a  sea  of  technical  litigation,  and  not  to  do  anything 
to  suggest  that  the  Christian  Church  was  not  a  living  body  whose  conven- 
ants  must  not  be  entrusted,  broadly  speaking,  to  its  own  action.  The  law 
must  be  upheld.  If  the  law  could  not  be  upheld  without  amendment  of 
procedure,  change  might  be  necessary,  but  do  not  let  them  pledge  them- 
selves  too  hastily  to  any  particular  scheme  for  a  change  which  must  be 
accompanied  bv  bitter  controversy  among  people  who  ought  to  be  in 
agreement,  ana  which  he  feared  would  not  conclude  without  a  division 
among  Christians  within  the  Church  of  England  whose  differences  ought 
never  to  lead  to  any  schism  of  that  ancient  Protestant  and  most  admirable 
institution." 
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(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimerman  on  Clmrcli  and  State. 

**  Certain  practices  were  being  followed  in  the  Chnrch  of  £neland  whieli 
were  contrary  to  the  Protestant  constitution  of  that  Church.  Those  prac- 
tices had  their  importance  in  the  fact  that  they  represented  the  doctrine  of 
sacerdotalism,  according  to  which  a  certain  order  of  men  were  endowed 
with  powers  and  faculties  beyond  their  neighbours  and  stood  in  soine 
measure  between  their  neighlx>nrs  and  their  Maker,  to  whom  they  were 
responsible.  He  had  no  sympathy  with  that  doctrine  himself,  but  he 
respected  it  where  it  was  conscientiously  held  by  a  great  Church — the 
Roman  Catholic  Church— which  was  founded  upon  it.  But  in  an  estab- 
lished Protestant  Church  the  same  state  of  things  was  intolerable.  Thr 
remedy  he  would  apply  was  very  simple.  The  men  who  promulgated  and 
acted  upon  those  doctrines  and  those  practices  should  follow  them  in  a  free 
church,  where  they  would  have  perfect  spiritual  independence,  and  where 
they  would  not  compromise  other  people.  Let  the  State  no  longer  seek  to 
control  the  doctrine  and  opinions  of  any  Church.  Let  this  great  Church  of 
England,  for  which  he  had  the  most  profound  admiration,  find  its  own 
course  irrespectively  of  the  interference  of  State  or  of  Parliament." 


(2)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  on  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  the  Labour  representatives. 

**  The  Colonial  Secretary  now  fell  foul  of  the  Parliamentary  represenU- 
tives  of  labour  in  language  which  almost  passed  belief.  He  had  attacked 
trade  unions  and  also  the  members  who  sat  in  the  House  of  Commons  a:^ 
special  representatives  of  labour,  simply  because  these  members  unani- 
mously condemned  his  policy  and  conduct.  A  labour  candidate  had 
actually  appeared  as  a  candidate  against  one  of  the  former  Torv  menibei> 
for  Birmingham.  No  doubt  that  was  an  extremely  audacious  thing  to  do. 
Mr.  Chamberlain  had  dared  to  say  of  the  Labour  members  who  were 
elected  by  miners  and  other  fellow  workers  that  in  Parliament  they  were 
like  fish  out  of  water—that  their  only  use  was  as  items  in  a  voting 
machine,  and  that  the  working  men  would  be  better  without  soco 
champions.  He  himself  had  been  in  Parliament  a  good  deal  longer  than 
Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  he  knew  these  men  better,  having  always  foosht 
side  by  side  with  them  for  freedom  of  combination  and  many  other 
questions  of  practical  value  to  the  industrial  class.  He  therefore  protested 
with  indignation  against  the  Colonial  Secretary's  unjust  and  malignant 
attack  upon  men  who  were  in  every  respect  just  as  good  as  Mr.  Cliaraber- 
lain  himself.  It  was  a  burning  shame  that  they  should  be  subjected  to 
such  unmerited  insolence." 


3)  Mr.  Ohamberlaiii  on  the  Empire. 

"  Every  one  of  the  colonies  had  spontaneously  offered  help  to  the 
mother  country.  They  had  aided  us  with  an  army  of  30,000  men,  who  by 
their  courage  and  intelligence  had  shown  themselves  amongst  the  best 
troops  of  the  world.  The  Crown  colonies,  and  the  ^reat  feudatories  of  tbe 
Queen  in  India,  had  also  hurried  to  offer  their  assistance.  For  polibcal 
reasons  it  had  been  declined,  this  being  a  white  man's  war ;  if  it  could  bare 
l>een  accepted  we  should  have  added  to  our  troops  an  army  corps  made  up 
of  all  races,  all  united  in  reverence  for  the  Queen  and  love  for  the  BritiM 
Empire.  Why  did  these  men  from  all  quarters  of  the  earth  hurry  to  our 
standard  ?  Because  they  thought  this  Government  was  reasserting  the 
principles  of  Pitt,  (banning,  and  Palmer8ton--that  as  long  as  the  Bntv^ 
Empire  endured  a  British  subject,  whatever  his  colour,  so  long  as  be 
was  engaged  in  his  legitimate  occumttion,  should  be  maintuned  in  all  htt>  | 
rights  by  the  whole  force  of  that  Empire.  It  Nvas  because  the  Cioverj 
ment  asserted  that  principle  in  South  Africa  that  we  had  had  this  graod. 
this  unanimous  support  from  our  colonies,  who  regarded  it  as  a  privilege, 
an  honour,  and  a  protection  to  belong  to  such  an  Empire  as  oars.* 
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O<jtober  1. — General  Election  Speeches  (1)  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Dalkeith  J2)  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Abertillery,  Sir  H.  Fowler  at  Walsall, 
Mr.  Balfour  at  Manchester,  (3)  Mr.  Cham- 
berlaia  at  Bilston,  Lord  George  Hamilton 
at  Southwarky  and  Mr.  G.  Wyndham 
at  Derby. 

Third  day  of  General  Election — 133  Members  elected — 
C,  96  ;  L.U..  16  ;  L.,  13  ;  N.,  8.  Unionist  gains 
for  day,  3  ;  Liberal  gain,  1  ;  net  Unionist  gain,  2. 

„  2. — General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  South  Queen's  Ferry  and 
Edinburgh,  Sir  W.  Harcourt  at  Blaina,  Sir 
H.  Fowler  at  Stafford,  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach  at  Bristol,  Mr.  Balfour  at  Droylsden, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Warwick  and  Leam- 
ington, Mr.  Asquith  at  Luthrie,  Sir  E. 
Grey  at  Peebles,  and  Mr.  Chaplin  at 
Grantham. 

Fourth  day  of  General  Election  —  235  Members 
elected-C,  155;  L.U.,  23;  L.,  37;  N.,  20. 
Liberal  gains  for  day,  6 ;  Unionist  gains,  3  ;  net 
Liberal  gain,  3.    Total  net  Liberal  gain,  1. 

„  3. — General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Broughty  Ferry,  Sir  W. 
Harcourt  at  Tredegar,  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach  at  Llandrindod  Wells,  Mr.  Balfour 
at  Glasgow,  and  Sir  E.  Grey  at  Bishop 
Auckland. 

Fifth  day  of  General  Election— 296  Members  elected 
— C,  188;  L.U.,  28;  L.,  50;  N.,  30.  Liberal 
gains  for  day,  4 ;  Unionist  gains,  2 ;  net  Liberal 
gain,  2.    Total  net  Liberal  gain,  3. 

„  4.— General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Stirling,  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Nantyglo,  and  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  at 
Lancaster. 

Sixth  day  of  General  Election — 411  Members  elected 
— C,  248  ;  L.U.,  40;  L.,  75  ;  N.,  48.  Unionist 
gains  for  day,  15 ;  Liberal  gains,  4 ;  Net  Unionist 
gain,  IL    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  8. 
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<1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimennan  on  Unionist  Nicknames. 

'*The  other  side  had  a  way  of  calling  names  to  which  he  ohjeeted 
When  the  Liberal  party  thought  that  Home  Rule  for  Ireland  mij^t  tend 
to  improve  and  conciliate  the  relationships  between  the  two  countries  tb^ 
were  called  Separatists.  Then,  again,  there  were  people  just  as  patriotic 
as  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself,  but  whom  he  would  call  Little  Englandent. 
Why  ?  Because  they  said,  *  Here  we  have  a  great  Empire,  and  we  do  not 
make  it  greater  by  adding  to  it  new  responsibilities  or  a  vague  kind ;  od 
the  contrary,  we  strengthen  it  more  if  we  devote  all  our  ener^  to  that 
which  we  already  possess,  and  defend  it  and  miuntain  it.'  That  might  be  all 
wrong,  but  it  could  not  be  said  that  a  man  who  held  that  view  was  a  Little 
Englander.  It  was  a  falsehood.  Now,  everybody  was  a  *  pro- Boer '  wbo 
did  not  agree  to  everything  Mr.  Chamberlain  did,  and  who  said  :  '  Here  b 
a  people  fighting  gallantly  for  the  independence  of  their  own  country ;  for 
goodness'  sake  do  not  attribute  every  sort  of  evil  to  them  while  yon  are 
fighting  them ;  when  you  have  got  them  down,  treat  them  with  the  respeet 
and  honour  that  such  a  people  ought  to  receive — a  people  who,  though  they 
may  be  mistaken  and  entirely  wrong,  are  conscientiously  fighting  for  the 
independence  of  their  own  land.*  For  taking  thb  view  he  was  ealTed  a  pro- 
Boer.  That  again  was  a  gross  slander  and  falsehood,  and  that  newspapers 
and  politicians  should  stoop  to  a  mean  artifice  of  that  kind  was  a  scandal 
and  a  disgrace  to  the  political  life  of  to-day.  He  spoke  in  that  sense  io  a 
recent  speech,  and  Mr.  Balfour  had  taken  up  the  question.  He  had  said 
that  he  bad  been  shocked  by  seeing  in  Edinburgh  a  placard,  '  Vote  for  so  and 
so  and  defeat  the  pro-Boers.*  Mr.  Balfour  said,  *  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not 
approve  of  placards.  I  do  not  think  it  is  desirable  to  use  them.*  That 
reminded  him  of  the  American  who,  finding  a  human  hair  in  his  soup,  com- 
plained to  the  landlord  and  received  the  reply, '  Well,  I  cannot  be  expected 
to  keep  a  red-headed  cook  to  please  you.*  It  was  not  the  placard  to  which 
he  haa  objected,  but  the  language  that  was  on  it.  The  only  argument  that 
Mr.  Balfour  could  use  in  extenuation  of  this  unworthy  and  ungentlemanlj 
practice  of  calling  your  opponents  bynames  which  they  would  not  reoognise 
as  applicable  to  tnemselves  was  that  *  they  do  apply  to  Irish  Nationaliato, 
who  belong  to  your  party.*  Well,  let  it  be  distinctly  understood  that  the 
Irish  Nationalists  might  take  in  a  case  like  this  any  course  they  chose,  but 
there  was  no  responsibility  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals  for  them.'* 

(2)  Mr.  Ohamberlaill  on  the  Election  Issue. 

Would  the  electors  tell  our  colonists  that  their  sacrifices  on  our  behalf 
had  been  thrown  away  in  an  iniquitous  cause,  and  that  we  were  ^ing  to 
surrender  the  fruits  of  our  and  their  victories  ?  Their  representative  men 
and  their  newspapers  were  imploring  the  British  electors  to  keep  in  power 
a  Grovemment  which  had  realised  the  Empire  for  all  of*  them,  and  whose 
continuance  in  power  they  believed  to  be  synonymous  with  a  courageous 
policy.  The  electors  had  their  duty  to  do.  The  great  and  prosperoos 
Empire  for  which  our  forefathers  had  fought  and  suffered  must  oe  handed 
down  to  the  generations  yet  unborn,  undiminished  and  untarnished." 

(3)  Mr.  Ohamberlain  on  the  Vote  of  the  Miners. 

A  great  many  of  the  elections  had  already  been  held,  and  the  most 
extraoroinary  feature  of  them  was  the  great  turnover  of  the  minins  vote. 
In  the  north  of  England  thousands  and  thousands  of  miners  woo  bad 
never  voted  Unionist  before,  who  still  called  themselves  Liberals  and 
Radicals,  had  on  this  occasion,  even  if  it  were  only  to  be  for  this  oceasioii, 
supported  the  Unionist  candidates.  He  did  not  say  they  had  changed 
their  views.  They  were  probably  Liberal  and  Radical  as  before,  and  they 
would  probably  vote  for  Liberals  and  Radicals  at  the  next  election ;  but  at 
this  election  they  had  voted  for  the  Unionist  candidates.** 

(4)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Election  Issue. 

"As  the  country  generally  approved  of  the  Government's  policy  in 
South  Africa,  and  there  was  no  united  Opposition  which  could  by  any 
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1900. 

October  5.— General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Culross  and  Inverkeiuiingy 
Mr.  Balfour  at  Kilmarnock,  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain at  Burton-on-Trent,  and  Sir  E.  Grey 
at  Hexham. 

Seventh  day  of  General  Election — 464  Members  elected 
-a,  271;  L.U.,  42;  L.,  90 ;  N ,  61.  Liberal 
gains  for  day,  2.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  6. 

^  6. —General  Election  Speeches  by  (1)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Alyth,  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach 
at  Frome,  (2)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Rugby, 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  at  Accrington, 
Sir  E.  Grey  at  Johnstone,  and  Mr.  Ritchie 
at  Doncaster. 
Eij^hth  day  of  General  Election — 486  Members  elected 
— d,  276;  L.U.,  49;  L.,  96;  K,  65.  Total  net 
Unionist  gain,  6. 

„  8.~General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H,  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Clydebank,  Mr.  Asquith  at 
Duns,  (3)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Lichfield, 
and  (4)  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  at 
Newton  Abbot. 
Ninth  day  of  General  Election — 508  Members  elected — 
C,  283 ;  L.U.,  61 ;  L.,  105 ;  N.,  69.  Liberal 
gains  for  day,  4 ;  Unionist  gain,  1 ;  net  Liberal 
gain,  3.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  3. 

„  9. — General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Stirling,  Mr.  Balfour  at 
Bingley,  (5)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  Stour- 
bridge, and  Sir  M.  Hicks -Beach  at 
Clevedon. 

Tenth  day  of  General  Election — 550  Members  elected — 
C,  296 ;  L.U.,  56  ;  L.,  124 ;  N.,  74.  Liberal 
gains  for  day,  4 ;  Unionist  gains,  3 ;  net  Liberal 
gain,  1.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  2. 


pofisibility  be  pat  in  their  places,  the  electors  of  that  constituency 
should  add  their  voice  to  the  voice  that  had  been  already  given  by  the 
electors  of  the  great  boroughs  of  Great  Britain,  and  ought  to  send  another 
supporter  to  her  Majesty^s  Government  in  the  House  of  Commons,  because 
every  vote  given  on  the  other  side  was  a  vote  really  in  encouragement  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  the  best  interests  of  this  country  abroad  and  in 
South  Africa." 

(5)  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  Foreign  Policy. 

"  His  own  views  on  foreign  policy  were  very  simple,  and  could  be 
expressed  in  a  single  sentence.  He  desired  to  remain  on  good  terms  and 
to  entertain  friendly  relations  with  every  great  country  in  £urope ;  and  he 
desired,  if  possible,  to  be  somethinif  more  than  friends  with  the  United 
States  of  America." 
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(1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt  en  Mr.  Chamberlam. 

He  knew  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  be  a  very  able  man  and  to  have  exed- 
lent  intentions.  He  was  a  first-rate  election  agent  He  wsla  a  born  caucus 
leader,  and  if  he  could  learn  to  control  his  temper,  to  moderate  his  criticisin, 
to  keep  a  civil  tongue  in  his  head,  to  treat  his  opponents  fairly,  to  ha?e 
some  regard  to  accuracy,  he  did  believe  that  one  day  Mr.  Chkmberlam 
might  grow  into  a  statesman.  He  was  inclined  to  say  of  him  in  the  lan- 
guage of  thepoet — 

'  Who  would  not  laugh,  if  such  a  man  there  be  ; 
Who  would  not  weep,  if  Chamberlain  were  he  ? ' 
But  at  present  he  was  inclined  more  to  laugli  than  to  weep  over  the  matt^. 
Could  anything  be  more  ridiculous  ?  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  intoxicated  by 
his  own  vanity  and  became  worse  every  day.  There  were  various  forms  of 
mania,  but  he  was  told  the  most  incurable  of  all  was  when  a  patient  w&s 
filled  with  the  belief  that  he  was  a  supernatural  person.  He  fancied  ht 
was  everybody  and  had  done  everything.  George  IV.  was  in  the  habit  of 
saying  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  that  he,  when  Prince  Regent,  bad 
commanded  the  cavalry  at  Waterloo,  and  the  Duke's  reply  invariably  wait, 
*  I  have  fre^iuently  hecurd  your  Majesty  say  so.'  When  Mr.  ChamDeriain 
went  brag^ng  about  the  war  and  the  successes  be  had  had,  he  was,  for  hi« 
own  part,  mcTined  to  say,  '  I  have  frequently  heard  your  secretaryship  say 
so.'  There  was  that  immortal  sentence  in  his  recent  speech  at  Burton-ofi* 
Trent,  '  I  might  die  to-morrow  and  still  there  would  remain  Uiis  great 
Emnire.'  It  was  worth  having  a  general  election  to  arrive  at  that  truth. 
If  that  speech  had  not  been  mi^e,  the  people  might  never  have  known 
that  the  British  Empire  would  survive  Mr.  Chamberlain.  This  was  really 
the  intoxication  of  a  man  after  a  debauch  of  vanity.  They  knew  the 
fable  of  the  frog,  who  swelled  itself  out  to  imitate  the  ox  and  said,  '  When 
I  burst  the  ox  will  still  remain.' " 

(2)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimennan  on  the  South  African  Settlement. 

**  Of  course,  in  these  newly-conquered  territories  there  must  be  a  period 
of  military  occupation,  of  military  government — of  government  that 
knows  no  restrictions  of  the  ordinary  kind  upon  the  machinery  it  uses  or 
the  objects  for  which  it  uses  them  ;  but  military  government  is  essentially 
of  a  temporary  character.  Ab  long  as  you  maintain  it  merely  as  a  military 
government,  you  admit  before  the  world  that  the  time  is  coming  when  the 
populations  will  get  something  else,  and  when  they  vdW  be  allowed  to 
manage  their  own  afiairs.     If  you  are,  after  a  short  time  of  militan* 

foveminent,  to  create  this  Crown  Colony  system,  it  is  admitted  that  it  will 
e  years  and  years  before  any  further  concession  can  be  made  ;  and  once 
it  IS  established  you  may  depend  upon  it  there  will  be  great  reluctance 
to  get  rid  of  it.  Is  this  a  thing  we  have  ever  done  in  our  recent  recollec- 
tion—to govern  a  European  community  in  this  way  ?  Wlio  are  these  men 
to  whom  we  are  to  deny  the  right  of  self-government  and  of  the  franchise 
— who  are  to  be  governed  from  Downing-street  according  to  the  sweet  will 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  ?  They  are  the  very  men  in  the  Transvaal  for  whcKii 
we  have  gone  to  war,  because  Mr.  Kruger  forsooth  would  not  give  them 
this  privilege.  At  the  end  of  the  war,  after  having  gone  through  all  this 
suffering  and  loss,  we  do  not  give  them  ourselves  the  very  thing  that  we 
went  to  war  to  compel  him  to  give  them.  We  take  away  from  tnose  who 
then  had  it  that  which  they  possessed  ;  we  take  away  a  self-governing 
ri^ht  which  the  Burghers  of  the  Transvaal  had.  We  do  not  give  the 
self-governing  right  which  we  were  professing  we  wei-e  ready  to  enforce 
upon  Mr.  Kruger  for  the  Uitlanders.  This  is  tlie  hypocritical  position  in 
wnich  we  shall  stand  before  the  world.  If  we  look  to  the  other  case— that 
of  the  Orange  Free  State — the  position  is  even  worse.  By  common  consent 
of  all  men,  the  Orange  Free  State  was  an  exceedingly  well-governed  and 
prosperous  State.  Tliere  was  no  imputation  of  corruption  or  of  any  of 
those  evils  which  undoubtedly  existed  under  the  government  of  the 
Transvaal.     The  Burghers  of  the  Orange  Free  State  were  an  honest. 
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1900. 

October  10. — General  Election  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Stirling:,  (1)  Sir  W.  Harcourt 
at  Cwm,  Mr.  Asquith  at  Rug^by,  Sir  E. 
Grey  at  Stourbridg:e,  and  Mr.  Herbert 
Gladstone  at  Walthamstow. 
Eleventh  day  of  General  Election  —  592  Members 
returned— C,  311  ;  L.U.,  61;  L.,  144;  N.,  76. 
Liberal  gains  for  day,  4  ;  Unionist  gains,  2  ;  net 
Liberal  gain,  2.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  0. 

„  11. — General  Election  Speeches  by  (2)  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman  at  Kilmarnock,  Sir  William 
Harcourt  at  Tredegar,  and  Mr.  Balfour  at 
Chesterfield. 

Twelfth  day  of  General  Election — 625  Members  elected 
— C,  318  ;  KU.,  65  ;  L.,  165  ;  N.,  77.  Unionist 
gains  for  day,  5  ;  Liberal  gains,  4 ;  net  Unionist 
gain,  1.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  1. 

„  12. — Thirteenth  day  of  General  Election —  655  Members 
elected— C,  332;  L.U.,  66;  L.,  177;  N.,  80. 
Liberal  gains  for  day,  2 ;  Unionist  gain,  1  ;  net 
Liberal  gain,  1     Total  net  Unionist  gain,  0. 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  at  Runcorn. 

„  13. — Fourteenth  day  of  General  Election — 663  Members — 
C,  332  ;  L,U.,  67  ;  L,,  184  ;  N.,  80.  Unionist 
gain  for  day,  1 ;  Liberal,  1  ;  net  Unionist  gain,  0. 
Total  net  Unionist  gain,  0 

15. — Fifteenth  day  of  General  Election — 66^  Members 
elected— U,  334;  L.U.,  67;  L.,  Ib6 ;  N.,  82. 
Unionist  gain  for  day,  I.  Total  net  Unionist 
gain,  1. 

The  Duke  of  Devonshire  at  Manchester  on 

Education. 

„     17.— Lord  Wolseley  at  City  of  London  School  on 

National  Defence. 


Htraightforward,  quiet,  loyal,  well-conducted,  law-abiding  Met  of  men. 
Why  then  should  we  treat  them  by  this  Crown  Colony  system,  and  make 
them  do  whatever  Mr.  Chamberlain  says  they  ought  to  do  in  their  daily 
life  ?  The  proper  way  to  lead  them  into  harmony  with  us,  their  fellow 
subjects,  ana  to  restore  contentment  and  prosperity  to  the  whole  community 
is  to  leave  them  alone  as  far  as  possible— to  leave  them  with  tljeir  old  form 
of  government,  with  their  own  ways,  with  their  own  machinery  of  govern- 
ment, in  order  that  the  Burglier,  when  he  goes  about  his  dauy  life,  shall 
discern  as  little  aA  possible  the  difference  between  that  which  nappens  to 
him  as  a  British  subject,  and  that  which  happened  to  him  when  he  was 
the  subject  of  an  independent  State.  These  are  some  of  the  arguments 
against  this  proposed  settlement  by  way  of  Crown  Colony  government" 
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(1)  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  Empire. 

Think  of  it,  gentlemen,  an  Empire  such  as  the  world  hajs  nev^  seen : 
Think  of  its  area,  covering  a  great  portion  of  the  globe,  think  of  iu 
population  embracing  400  millions  of  people  of  almost  every  race  anderUe 
sun.  Think  of  the  diversity  of  its  products ;  there  is  nothing  that  ii 
necessary,  or  useful,  or  grateful  to  man  which  is  not  produced  iwder  Ue 
Union  Jack.  Think  also  of  the  responsibilities  and  oblicationB  which  tbe 
possession  of  such  an  Empire  entails.  We  have  to  dink  of  all  Uie»« 
dependent  races,  all  our  kinsmen  abroad,  to  whom  we  have  already  brondit 
freedom  and  justice  and  civilisation  and  peace.  We  recognise  now  that 
all  these  varied  peoples  have  become  one  family.  We  recognise  that  thdr 
good  is  ours  and  that  our  strength  is  theirs.  We  see  that  we  axe  bound  to 
them  by  interest  as  they  are  bound  to  us.  What  should  we  be  without  ocr 
Empire?  Two  small  islands  with  an  overcrowded  population  in  the 
northern  sea.  What  would  they  be  without  us  ?  Fractions  at  present- 
nations,  indeed,  but  without  the  fulness  of  national  life,  withoat  the 
cohesion  which  enables  them  to  look  all  the  world  in  the  face.  We  are 
bound  together  also  by  something  which  in  international  and  national 
affairs  is  perhaps  even  stronger  than  material  interest — by  sentiment,  bj 
common  ideals,  by  common  aspirations  ;  and  therefore  it  is  tliat  from  them. 
from  our  kinsfolk,  from  our  fellow-snbjects,  we  crave  their  aifection,  we 
invite  their  sympathy,  we  delight  in  their  support." 

(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  Free  Trade. 

*'He  did  not  believe  in  the  idea  of  preferential  duties  in  favour  of 
our  Colonies  as  compared  with  foreign  countries  on  the  import*  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Any  such  duties  would  be  dangerous  in  the  utnHfe4 
degree  to  foreign  trade,  which  was  essential  to  Uie  prosperity  of  thi« 
countiy.  But  he  entirely  sympathised  with  the  remark  which  he  saw 
recently  in  the  Press  attributed  to  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier,  the  Prime  Minister 
of  Canada,  when  he  said  that  in  his  opinion  an  Imperial  zollverein  could  not 
po»»ibIy  be  attainable  without  absolute  Free  Trade  within  the  Empire. 
This  great  Question  could  only  be  approached  and  dealt  with  on  the 
principle  of  Free  Trade,  and  any  attempt  to  deal  with  it  on  any  other 
principle  was  unkind  and  unfair  to  our  colonies  themselves.  His  own 
opinion  was  that  any  person  in  our  colonies  or  in  this  country  who  founded 
his  views  as  to  the  future  on  tlie  possibility  of  any  solution  of  this  question 
except  on  the  basis  of  Free  Trade  was  founding  his  views  uiK>n  afonndatioo 
of  sand,  and  he  would  not  for  the  world,  having  some  experience  in  matters 
of  this  kind,  hold  out  to  our  fellow-subjects  in  the  colonies  tliat  we  could 
deal  with  the  question  on  any  other  basis  than  Free  Trade." 

(3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Unionist  Press. 

,  .  .  The  Government  met  with  a  good  deal  of  criticism  bom 
their  own  friends.  During  the  five  years  for  which  they  had  held  office  the 
members  of  the  present  Government  had  been  more  criticised  by  the 
writers  on  the  public  Press  in  journals  that  professed  to  support  the 
Government  than  by  the  Opposition  journalists,  at  any  rate  in  Londou.'' 

(4)  Lord  Bosebery  on  the  London  Borough  Elections. 

There  are  two  questions  which  do,  to  a  certam  extent,  invade  private 
life,  and  which  I  yet  think  ought  to  be  put  and  answered  by  everv  candi- 
date who  stands  for  the  borough  councils.  The  first  ib — Are  you  a  builder ; 
and  if  so,  where  and  what  have  you  built?  The  second  is — Are  you  an 
owner,  or  interested  in  property  in  London  ;  and,  if  so,  where  is  that 
property?  Now,  gentlemen,  I  would  put  those  questions  to  the  men  ^oq 
are  going  to  choose,  for  this  reason  -  that  the  question  of  housing  i5  a 
capital  question  in  London.  You  have  large  powers  all  ready  to  he 
exercised.  You  do  not  exercise  them.  There  is  no  one  who  has  studied 
even  the  fringe  of  the  subject  who  does  not  know  that — ^if  the  poweis 
which  are  now  inherent  in  the  vestries  and  which  will  be  inherent  in  these 
new  councils  were  exercised — that  overcrowding,  that  slummery,  which  we 
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1900^ 

October  24.— (1)  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  the  Fishmongers'  Company 

on  the  United  Empire. 

(2)  Sir  M.  Hicks- Beach  at  Liverpool  on  oar  Financial 
System,  China,  and  the  Organisation  of  the 
Empire. 

Lord  Londonderry  at  W]rnyard  Park  (Northern 
Union  of  Conservative  Associations)  on  the 
Elections. 

Completion  of  General  Election  by  polling  at  Orkney 
and  Shetland  —  Liberal  Unionist  gain  —  670 
Members  elected— C,  334  ;  L.U,,  68  ;  L,  186  ; 
N.,  82.    Total  net  Unionist  gain,  2. 

25.  — (3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  at  Liverpool  on  Current 

Politics. 

26.  — (4)  Lord  Rosebery  at  the  Holbom  Town  Hall  on 

the  London  Municipal  Borough  Elections. 

„     31. — (5)  Lord  Kimberley  at  Wymondham  on  Current 
Politics. 

Mr.  G.  Wyndham  at  Dover  on  Unionist  Policy. 


the  curse  of  London,  woald  be  iafiaitelv  less  than  they  are.  Why  are 
those  powers  not  exercised  ?  You  have,  I  believe,  not  enough  inspectors, 
and  they  are  too  much  of  one  sex.  But  that  is  not  the  reason,  as  I  oelieve, 
why  those  powers  have  not  been  exercised.  The  reason  is  this— because 
the  bodies  from  which  those  inspectors  derive  their  direction  and  their 
inspiration  are  either  inert  or  neutral  or  apathetic  in  the  matter." 

(5)  Lord  Kimberley  on  Imperialisnu 

"  The  burning  question  of  the  hour  was  whether  they  were  ImperiaUsts* 
He  was  sick  of  me  term.  He  hoped  he  was  as  Imperialist  in  the  true 
sense  as  any  man  in  this  country,  but  why  were  we  to  make  the  mainten- 
ance of  our  Empire  the  badge  of  party,  and  why  were  those  who  might 
not  be  so  loud  in  their  professions  as  some  persons  on  the  other  side  to  be 
told  that  unless  they  called  themselves  by  a  new  name  they  were  not  true 
to  their  country  ?  It  would  be  an  ill  day  for  us  when  we  came  to  identify 
the  maintenance  of  the  glory  of  our  Empire  with  one  particular  party  in 
the  State.  He  expelled  the  idea  altogether.  The  Liberals  were  as  good 
Imperialists  as  the  Tories.  They  were  not,  however.  Imperialist  in  the 
sense  of  wishing  to  go  to  extravagant  lengths  in  armaments,  or  in  adding 
to  the  Empire,  or  in  neglecting  domestic  legislation,  and  forgetting  that 
after  all  tne  centre  of  our  Empire  was  in  these  islands.  Liberals  thought 
it  of  supreme  consequence  to  consider  the  wants,  wishes  and  prosperity  of 
our  own  people,  who  were  the  nucleus  of  the  strength  of  the  Empire.  He 
was  for  tne  maintenance  of  the  Empire,  but  there  need  not  be  so  much 
shouting  over  it.  There  had  been  too  much  shouting.  The  nation  had 
been  carried  away  by  the  war.  A  kind  of  intoxication  had  taken  posses- 
sion of  us.  We  should  come  to  our  senses  hy  and  by,  and  when  we  did 
we  should  take  a  calm  and  just  view  of  the  situation.  At  present  there 
was  nothing  for  it  but  to  shout,  or  to  remain  quiet  until  the  shouting  was 
ever.* 
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A  defeated  candidate  must  be  on  his  guard 
The  Election      against  himself  lest  he  should  allow  the  insdg- 
OP  1900.  nificant  personal  equation  to  affect  his  judg- 

ment. Again,  he  who  writes  about  a  Genenl 
Election  will  do  well  to  remember  that  no  man,  however  mobile,  saw 
it  all,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to  allow  enough  for  local  disturbances. 
A  third  aid  to  reflection  may  be  thus  worded.  Swinish  as  the  multi- 
tude may  be,  stupid  as  it  not  infrequently  appears  to  be,  it  never  can 
be  quite  so  swinish  or  so  stupid  as  the  Tadpoles  and  Tapers  who  con- 
duct electoral  strifes  try  to  make  out.  To  judge  of  the  intelligence  of  a 
constituency  by  the  placards  on  its  walls  would  be  to  do  it  injustice. 

Was  the  Election  a  dirty  trick,  a  bit  of  Brummagem  politics? 
Many  Tories  asserted  beforehand  that  were  Parliament  to  be  dissolved 
when  it  actually  was,  it  would  be  a  dirty  trick.  The  situation  wm 
epitomised  as  follows:  Lord  Salisbury  will  be  a  cad  if  he  does  dis- 
solve and  a  fool  if  he  does  not.  It  became  Mr.  Chamberlain's  business 
to  see  to  it  that  his  chief  was  not  a  fool.  Epigrams,  however,  are  rarely 
full  of  wisdom,  and  no  man  in  real  life  is  ever  called  upon  to  make  any 
such  choice  as  was  here  suggested. 

The  real  objection  to  a  dissolution  was  that  it  must  raise  a  sham 
issue  to  which  it  was  impossible  to  return  a  plain  answer. 

'  As  a  matter  of  fact,  what  has  actually  happened  ?  In  1895  when 
there  was  no  War,  Lord  Salisbury  obtained  a  majority  of  150.  He 
has  now  got  a  majority  of  130.  What  does  this  teach  usi  Is  he 
worse  off  because  of  the  War,  or  would  he,  but  for  the  War,  have  been 
badly  beaten  ?    Nobody  can  say. 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  alone  among  Cabinet  Ministers,  put  plainly 
before  the  Electors  an  issue  from  which  most  decent  p>eople  shrank 
He  asked  not  for  an  ordinary  majority,  but  for  an  overwhelming 
majority,  and  upon  the  ground  that  this  was  no  ordinary  General 
Election,  but  one  in  which  every  vote  cast  for  a  Liberal  against  a 
supporter  of  Lord  Salisbury  was  a  vote  given  for  the  enemy.  On  these 
plain  instructions  from  Highbury  the  Tory  Tadpoles  and  Tapers  set  to 
work  and  concocted  the  placards,  some  examples  of  which  may  be 
examined  in  another  part  of  this  Magazine.  More  blackguard  produc- 
tibns  have  seldom  been  seen.  They  deserve  every  epithet  of  disgrace 
that  can  be  heaped  upon  them.    A  seat  in  the  House  of  Commoiu 
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must,  indeed,  be  worth  having  if  its  possession  can  dull  the  remembrance 
or  obliterate  the  stain  of  such  things  as  these.  If  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 
can  regard  with  composure  lus  Leeds  placard  the  philosophy  which 
enables  him  to  do  so  should  be  issued  in  cheap  book  form  and  adver- 
tised as  an  unfailing  cure  for  an  uneasy  conscience.  I  am  certain  Mr. 
Gerald  Balfour  blushed  when,  for  the  first  time,  he  saw  this  placard 
flATfiing  on  the  walls  of  Leeds,  and  that  he  would  like  to  forget  it. 
And  what  good  came  of  it  all]  Worse  off  than  in  1895  is  the  answer. 

Nor  can  it  be  said  tliat  those  members  of  the  old  Parliament  who 
were  most  dissatisfied  with  the  War,  who  steadfastly  refused  to  believe 
in  its  attributes  of  Holiness,  Justice  and  Inevitableness,have  gone  down 
before  the  wrath  of  the  nation.  The  most  strenuous  opponent  of  the 
War  the  House  contained  was  not  even  opposed,  and  in  not  a  few  cases 
the  men  who  criticised  the  War  most  freely  have  increased  their 
majorities.  When  the  House  of  Commons  meets  again  there  will  be  no 
need  for  Mr.  Chamberlain  to  go  out  to  the  gates  to  converse  with  his 
enemies ;  he  will  find  plenty  of  them  on  the  benches  opposite  to  him. 

The  fact  is  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  failed.  He  has  played  his  soiled 
card,  and  has  not  secured  the  trick.  No  answer  has  been  returned  to 
the  only  question  put  by  the  Government  before  the  nation — What 
think  you  of  the  Warl  The  Election  of  1900  leaves  that  question  just 
where  it  was  before. 

As  Burke  long  ago  observed,  you  cannot,  though  you  be  ten  times 
Prime  Minister,  restrict  the  sphere  of  men's  reflections.  You  may  dis- 
solve Parliament  and  you  may  ask  questions,  but  you  cannot  secure 
getting  answers  or  prevent  other  questions  being  asked. 

The  sum  total  of  the  Liberal  vote  is  an  answer  to  the  question — 
What  has  become  of  the  Liberal  Party  ]  and  were  I  asked  to  account 
for  Lord  Salisbury's  present  majority,  which,  though  less  than  that  of 
1895,  is  still  a  large  majority,  I  should  say  that  it  is  the  result  of  the 
conviction  of  the  odd  man  that  he  really  had  no  choice  in  the  matter. 
Lord  Salisbury  and  his  Government  excited  no  kind  of  enthusiasm ; 
to  such  straits  were  men  driven  in  their  support  of  it  that  they  were 
heard  suggesting  that  its  youth  was  soon  to  be  renewed  by  the  intro- 
duction into  the  Cabinet  of  those  twin  Sons  of  Thunder,  Mr.  St.  John 
Brodrick  and  Earl  Selbome ;  the  conduct  of  the  War  was  made  the 
subject  of  universal  and  always  hostile  criticism  ;  but,  in  spite  of  this, 
Lord  Salisbury  was  believed  to  be  inevitable.  The  other  fellows  were 
not  ready  to  take  the  field.  We  had  not  even  a  Bryan  to  play  against 
their  McKinley.  There  was  something  contemptuous  in  the  way  the 
electorate  seemed  to  say  to  Lord  Salisbury  and  his  associates,  "  Get 
back  to  your  deska)  you  dogs,  and  try  to  do  better." 
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This  is  all  Mr.  Chamberlain  gets  in  return  for  his  solitary  ciy  of 
"Traitors  in  the  Camp."  He  has  stirred  tip  animosities  tluit  will 
follow  him  to  the  grave,  he  has  embittered  strife  and  lowered  the  whole 
tone  of  political  existence  and  he  is  rewarded  with  a  permit  to  return 
to  the  Colonial  Office  for  another  term  of  years.  Perhaps  after  all  it 
is  better  to  be  a  fool  than  a  cad. 

A.R 


The  following  figures  show  the  result  of 
The  General       the  General  Election,  from  which  it  wiU  be 
Election  op  1900.    seen  that  the  Unionist  party  succeeded  in 
obtaining  a  majority  of  134  over  the  Opposi- 
tion consisting  of  Liberals  and  Nationalists : — 

Conservatives    334 

Liberal  Unionists...       ...       ...  68 

Liberals  and  Labour  members  ...  186 

Nationalists    82 


402 
268 


U  134 


The  details  as  to  Countries  are  as  follows : 


ENGLAND. 
Conservatives  ...       ...  292 

Liberal  Unionists 

Liberals    125  » 

Nationalist      ...       ...       1  J 


4?  }  1 
126 


Total 

Conservatives 
Liberals... 

Total 


WALES. 


SCOTLAND. 

Conservatives   21 

Liberal  Unionists 
Liberals  ...  34 


465 

4 
26 

30 


21  ) 

17 ; 


Total    72 

IRELAND. 
Conservatives  ... 
Liberal  Unionists 

Liberal   1  ^ 

Nationalists    81  / 


■1} 


Total 


103 


U  213 


L  22 


38 
34 


I" 


U  134 


21 
82 


) 


N  61 
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The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  gains  on  the  whole 
election : — 


Government. 
(1)  From  Liberala. 
Aberdeenshire,  £. 
Bethnal  Green,  S.W.  ... 

Burnley   

Cumberland,  Oockermouth 
Cumberland,  Eskdale 

Devon,  Tavistock  

Dumfriesshire   

Durham,  S.E  

Edinburgh,  S  

Essex,  Walthamstow 
Glasgow,  Blackfriars 
Glasgow,  Bridgeton 

Hanley  ...   

Lancashire,  Middleton  ... 

Lancashire,  Southport  ... 

Leeds,  E  

Leicester  

Lincolnshire,  Gainsborough 

Middlesbrough   

Monmouth  District 

Newcastle-under-iLpne  ... 

Northumberland,  Tyneside 

Oldham   

Orkney  and  Shetland 

Plymouth  

Portsmouth   

Sheffield,  Brightside 

Shoreditch,  Hoxton 

Southampton   

Staffordshire,  Burton 

Stockton-on-Tees  

Sunderland   

Sutherland  

Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney 

Wick  Burghs   

(2)  From  NationdUsts, 

Galway  City   

Londonderry  City 

Total 


38 


Opposition. 

Camberwell,  N  , 

Cambs,  Wisbech  

Cardiff  District  

Carmarthen  District   

Cheshire,  Crewe  

Cornwall,  Camborne   

Derby   

Derbyshire,  High  Peak  

Devon,  Barnstaple   

Devon,  Torquay  

Dublin,  St.  Stephen^s  Green  ... 

Dublin,  S  

Gloucester ...  ...   

Gloucestershire,  Stroud  

Grantham  

Hartlepool  

Hastings  

Livemess-shire  

Lancashire,  Lancaster   

Lancashire,  Radcliffe-cum-Fam- 

worth   

Lincolnshire,  Spalding  

Maidstone  

Northampton   

Northants,  Mid  

Radnorshire   

Shoreditch,  Haggerston  

Stockport  

Swansea  Town   

WalsaU   

Warwickshire,  Rugby   

Westmorland,  Appleby  

Wilts,  Westbury  

Wolverhampton,  S  

Yorks,  Otley   

Yorks,  Skiptom  


Total 


36 


This  is  a  net  gain  of  two  seats,  counting  four  on  a  division.  The 
Unionist  majority,  which  (counting  Stockport  as  represented  by  two 
Tories)  at  the  dissolution  was  130,  is  therefore  now  increased  to  134. 
For  the  purposes  of  the  above  comparison,  Mr.  Bell,  the  Labour 
member  for  Derby,  is  counted  as  a  member  of  the  Opposition,  as  are 
Mr.  McCann  and  Mr.  Mooney,  the  two  Nationalists  who  turned  out 
Tories  in  Dublin  City  and  County. 
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We  give  in  tabular  form  the  resolta  of  the 
1895  AND  1900.      last  two  General  Elections,  together  with  a 
comparison  of  the  state  of  parties  at  and  afte- 
the  Dissolution  of  1895: — 


General  Election 
lb9&. 

Dissolution 
190U. 

General  Ktocrieo 
1900. 

C. 

L.U. 

L. 

N. 

C. 

L.U. 

L. 

N. 

C. 

L.U. 

1  , 

^-  : 

— 1 

BngUnd:— 



52 

61 

50 

3 

8 

50 

2 

9 

8 

165 

101 

21 

42 

1 

100 

21 

43 

"1 

106 

39 

234 

07 

DO 

OA 

1  79 

6 

5 

4 

1 

3 

2 

o 

Wales:— 

11 

6 

1 

5 

5 

1 

5 

3 

8 

19 

2 

17 

17 

1 

U 

SootUnd:— 

31 

5 

9 

17 

6 

7 

19 

8 

8 

15 

39 

12 

5 

2i 

12 

5 

22 

11 

9 

19 

2 

2 

2 

2 

_  1 

Ireland :— 

\ 

Boroughs  

Counties  

16 

3 

2 

4 

1 

11 

5 

K 

85 

12 

2 

1 

70  ' 

12 

2 

"l 

70 

11 

I 

1 

71 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

TtoUl  

670 

340 

71 

177 

82  j 

334 

66 

188 

82 

334 

68  '  186 

h2 

411 

2^  , 

400 

270 

402 

261 

U.  162 

1 

U.  130 

U.134 

We  proceed  to  give  a  detailed  examinatioii 
The  Figures  of     of  the  figures  of  the  General  Election.  The 
The  General      statistics  have  been  very  carefully  compikd, 
Election.         and  may,  we  are  confident,  be  taken  as  accarate. 

Where  an  assumption  has  been  made  as  to 
uncontested  seats  the  details  are  in  all  cases  set  out. 

L  SUMMARY. 

In  round  numbers : — 

(1)  In  London,  out  of  420,000  persons  voting,  7,000  (or  1  in  60) 
changed  sides. 

(2)  In  the  English  Boroughs  the  Liberal  vote  (Labour  excluded) 
increased  by  upwards  of  21,000,  the  Tory  by  upwards  of  52,000 — a  net 
advantage  of  31,000  votes,  on  a  total  poll  of  1,220,000. 

(3)  In  the  English  Counties,  out  of  an  electorate  of  2,750,000, 
nearly  80,000  more  have  polled  than  in  1895.  Of  these,  out  of  eveiy 
7  five  have  voted  Liberal,  2  have  voted  Tory. 

(4)  In  Wales  the  Liberal  vote  has  gone  up  by  nearly  10,000 ;  the 
Tory  vote  has  gone  down  by  over  5,000. 

(5)  In  Scotland,  of  31,000  additional  votes,  the  Liberals  got 
8,000,  the  Tories  23,000. 
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(6)  In  Ireland  the  Nationalists  are  still  as  overwhelmingly  powerful 
as  ever. 

II.  THE  GENERAL  ELECTION  AS  PLEBISCITK 

Here  are  the  figures,  as  taken  from  the  detailed  statistics  which 
follow  : — 

England — 


London  

Boroughs   

Counties   

Liberal. 
159,316 
556,089 

1,001,612 

Conservative. 
256,047 
666,390 
1,159,153 

Majority. 
C  96,731 
C  110,301 
C  157,541 

Total  England   

Wales  

Scotland   

1,717,017 
133,970 
254,531 

2,081,590 
88,400 
258,502 

C  364,573 
L  46,570 
C  3,971 

Total  Great  BRriAiN 

Ireland   

2,105,518 
350,000 

2,428,492 
150,000 

C  322,974 
L  200,000 

Total  for  United  KiNODOif 

2,455,518 

2,578,492 

C  122,974 

(Tory  majority  in  1895,  C  103,814  ;  Liberal  majority  in  1892  in  round 
numbers,  200,000.) 

III.  VOTES  AND  SEATS. 

The  above  Hgures  show  that  on  a  total  poll  of  five  mQlions,  the 
present  Tory  m  ijority  in  votes  is  123,000.  If  the  Tories  only  held  as 
many  seats  as  this  vote-majority  entitled  them  to  proportioaately,  this 
Tory  seat-majority  would  be  16.    As  a  fact  it  is  134. 

In  1892  Liberalism  polled  a  majority  of  over  200,000  votes,  and 
secured  a  majority  of  40  only. 

In  1895  and  1900  Toryism  polls  about  half  as  large  a  majority  of 
votes  (103,000  and  123,000),  and  gets  majorities  of  152  and  134  ! 

IV.  THE  DETAILS. 

In  all  cases  we  take  the  1895  figures  as  calculated  in  the  Liberal 
Magazine  for  August,  1895  (at  pages  338-343). 

(a)  London, 

In  London  is  included  the  two  West  Hams  and  London  Univer- 
sity— sixty-two  seats  in  all.  Of  these,  thirteen  constituencies  (fourteen 
seats,  the  City  with  its  twa  seats  being  amongst  the  number),  were 
uncontested  in  1900.  In  addition  Westminster  is  treated  for  statistical 
purposes  as  an  uncrmtested  seat,  the  two  candidates  there  both  being 
Conservatives  To  estimate  the  votes  in  the  1900  uncontested  seats  we 
proceed  as  follows :  In  the  contested  seats  65  per  cent,  of  the  electorate 
polled.  We  take,  therefore,  65  per  cent,  of  the  total  electorate 
(175,526)  of  the  uncontested  seats  and  give  45  per  cent,  to  the 
Conservatives  and  20  per  cent,  to  the  Liberals.  We  do  this  because 
an  examination  of  the  seats  shows  that  the  Tory  preponderance  in 
votes  is  unusually  large  in  them.  Thus  treated,  the  figures  work  out  as 
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follows — the  actual  figures,  that  is,  in  the  contested  constituencies, 
added  to  the  estimated  figures  in  the  uncont^ted : — 

1892.*  1895.  1900.  Change. 

192,453      Liberal  vote  166,273      159,316    -  6,957 

221,925      Conservative  Tote    249,218      256,047    +  6,829 

To  see  how  far  the  real  voting  strength  of  the  two  parties  is  re- 
flected now  and  was  reflected  in  1895  in  the  actued  Parliamentaij 
representation,  we  compare  this  latter  with  what  it  would  have  been 
under  a  system  of  proportional  representation  (the  quotient  of  votes 
to  seat  works  out  to  6,701  in  1895  and  6,699  in  1900)  :— 

1892»  1895.  1900. 

Actual.  Frapoitional.  Actual.   Proportional.  Actual.  Proportkioal 

25         29    ...  Liberal  8         25       ...         8  24 

37         33    ...  Conservative   54         37       ...        54  38 

(6)  English  Borov^hs, 

We  now  pass  to  the  English  Boroughs,  London  (and  West  Ham 
and  London  University)  excluded.  (We  include  the  Universities  of 
Oxford  and  Cambridge.)  In  such  constituencies  there  are  169  seats. 
Of  these  47  constituencies  (including  6  two-member  constituencies  and 
involving  therefore  53  seats)  were  not  contested  in  1900,  or  were  not 
contested  between  L.  and  C.  For  these  we  calculate  the  figures  as 
follows  : — We  find  that  in  the  contested  constituencies  78  per  cent  of 
the  electorate  voted.  We  take  78  per  cent,  of  the  electorate  of  the 
uncontested  constituencies,  and  give  six  votes  out  of  every  ten  to  the 
winning  side  and  four  to  the  losing.  The  Labour  votes,  except  when 
the  Labour  candidate  stood  against  a  C,  no  Liberal  being  in  the  field, 
are  excluded.    Thus  treated  the  figures  work  out  as  follows : — 

1892.  1895.  1900.  Change. 

528,410   Liberal  vote  534,751  656,089     +  21,338 

567,561   Conservative  vote   614,054  666,390     +  52,336 

The  seat  test  works  out  as  follows  (the  quotient  of  votes  to  seat  is 
6,800  in  1895  and  7,234  in  1900)  :— 

1892.  1895.  1900. 

Actual.  Proportional.                        Actual.  Proportional.  Actual.  Propoiikioil- 

69         81   ...  Liberal          42         78      ...  40  77 

100         88   ...  Conservative  127         91      ...  129  92 

(c)  English  Counties, 

The  number  of  constituencies  is  234.  Of  these  92  were  onom- 
tested—  84  C,  8  L.  Osgoldcross  (where  two  Liberals  stood)  and  Adn 
ford  (where  two  Conservatives  stood)  are  also  treated  as  uncontested. 
For  these  we  calculate  the  figures  as  follows : — We  find  that  in  the 
contested  constituencies  78  per  cent,  of  the  electorate  voted  (precisely 
the  same  percentage,  curiously  enough,  as  in  the  English  Boroughs). 

*  The  1892  figures  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  reference,  and  not  for 
immediate  comparison. 
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We  take  78  per  cent,  of  the  electorate  of  the  uncontested  constitu- 
encies, and  give  6  votes  out  of  every  10  to  the  winning  side  and  4  to 
the  losing.    Thus  treated,  the  figures  work  out  as  follows ; — 

1892L  1895.  1900.  Change. 

977,495   Liberal  vote  947,333      1,001,612    +  64,279 

1,024,811   Conservative  vote   1,136,688      1,169,163    +  22,466 

The  seat  test  works  out  as  follows  (the  quotient  of  votes  to  seat  is 
8,906  in  1895,  9,234  in  1900)  :— 

1892.                                        1895.  1900. 

Actual.   Proportional.                          Actual.  Proportional.  Actual.  Proportional. 

103        114   ...  Liberal            66        106      ...  78  109 

131        120   ...  Conservative    169        128      ...  166  126 

(d)  Wales. 

In  the  Boroughs  there  was  one  uncontested  seat  (Swansea  District) 
and  one  contest  between  two  Liberals  and  a  Labour  candidate  (at 
Merthyr  Tydvil)  which  for  our  purpose  is  treated  as  uncontested.  In 
the  contested  constituencies  82  per  cent,  of  the  electorate  polled. 
Taking  82  per  cent,  in  the  two  non-contested  constituencies  (returning 
three  libends)  and  giving  two  votes  out  of  three  to  the  Liberal  and  one 
to  the  Tory,  we  get  for  the  whole  of  the  Boroughs— L.  39,958 ;  C.  30,570. 
In  the  Counties  out  of  19  constituences,  10  (all  Liberal  seats)  were 
uncontested.  In  the  contested  constituencies  73  per  cent,  of  the 
electorate  poUed.  Taking  73  per  cent,  on  the  ten  non-contested  con- 
stituencies, and  giving  5  votes  to  the  Liberals,  and  3  to  the  Tory,  we 
get  for  the  whole  of  the  Counties— L.  94,012 ;  C.  57,830.  We  there- 
fore get : — 

1892.  1895.  1900.  Change. 

126,993      Liberal  vote  124,296      133,970    -h  9,676 

76,390      Conservative  vote     93,940       88,400   —  6,640 

The  seat  test  works  out  as  follows  (the  quotient  of  votes  to  seat  is 
7,341  in  1895,  and  7,412  in  1900) 

1892.  1895.  1900. 

Actual.  Proportional.  Actual.  Proportional.       Actual.  Proportional. 

28         19   ...   Liberal  22         17      ...      26  19 

2         11   ...    Conservative      8         13      ...        4  11 

(e)  Scotland. 

Central  Glasgow  and  the  two  Universities  were  uncontested.  In 
the  contested  Borough  constituencies  75  per  cent,  of  the  electorate 
voted ;  we  have  therefore  taken  75  per  cent,  of  the  uncontested  borough 
electorates  and  given  two-thirds  to  the  0.  and  one-third  to  the  L.  All 
the  Scotch  Counties  were  contested  except  East  Renfrew  and 
Wigtonshire.  We  have  taken  76  per  cent,  of  the  electorate  in  these 
(since  that  is  the  percentage  in  the  contested  county  constituencies) 
and  given  two-thiixis  to  the  C.  and  one-third  to  the  L.  Thus  treated 
the  figures  are  : — 

1892.  1895.  1900.  Change. 

263,948     Liberal  vote  246,146  264,631    +  8,386 

216,416     Conservative  vote     236,630  268,602    +  22,972 
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The  number  of  Scotch  seats  is  72.  The  seat  test  works  out  as 
follows  (the  quotient  of  votes  to  seat  being  6,694  in  1895  and  7,126 
in  1900):— 

1892.  1895.  1900. 

Actiial.   Proportional.  Actual.   Proportional.       Actual.  Proportiofia]. 

60         39    ...    Liberal  39         37       ...      34  35 

22         33    ...    Conservative     33         35      ...      38  39 
(f)  Ireland. 

Here  we  are  in  great  difficulties.  We  have  carefully  compared  the  poUs 
in  1900  with  those  in  1895,  and  summarily  it  may  be  said  that  as  between 
C.  and  N.  there  is  very  little  change.  We  therefore  take  the  figuies 
arrived  at  from  1895,  and  estimate  that  the  votes  in  Ireland  are  : — 

Nationalist    350,000 

Conservative    150,000 

This  is  almast  certainly  an  underestimate  of  the  extent  of  Nationalist 
predominance.   


Seats  CovTRSTRn  akd       ^®  statistics  with  regard  to 

VoT^^r^D  number  of  seats  in  Great  Britain  contested 

and  uncontested,  and  as  to  the  percentage  of 
the  electorate  actually  voting  in  these  contests  : — 


No.  of 
Seats. 

Uncontested. 

Contested. 

Percental  of 

Electorate 
votingin  Coo- 
test^  Seat^. 

'  C. 

L.  ^ 

^  C. 

L.  " 

London   

University  ... 

61 
1 

14 
1 

39 

8 

65 

England — 
Boroughs  ... 
Counties 
Universities.. 

165 
234 
4 

45 
85 
4 

4 

9 

80 
71 

36 
69 

78 
78 

Wales — 
Boroughs  ... 
Counties  ... 

11 
19 

3 
10 

3 
1 

6 
8 

82 
73 

SCOTLAND- 

Borou^hs  ... 
Counties  ... 
Universities.. 

31 
39 
2 

1 

2 
2 

16 
18 

15 
19 

75 
76 

Great  Britain 

667 

154 

26 

227 

160 

Total 

180 
Uncontested. 

387 
Contested. 

In  the  above  these  5  constituencies  (7  seats)  are  treated  as  un- 
contested : — 

No  Liberal  Candidate, 
Westminster. 
Brighton  (2). 
St.  Augustine's. 


No  Tory  Candidate. 
Merthyr  Tydvil  (2). 
Osgoldcross. 
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By  common  consent  Mr.  Chamberlain  out- 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  Chamberlained  himself  in  the  Election.  All 
Clbctionering.      through  he  set  himself  to  prove  that  every  vote 
given  to  a  Liberal  was  a  vote  given  to  the 
Boers.    We  set  out  the  various  stages  in  the  story. 

(1) 

The  germ  of  the  idea  which  was  subsequently  crystallised,"  appears 
in  Mr.  Chamberlain's  speech,  at  Birmingham,  on  September  22nd  : — 

From  first  to  last  throughout  this  bad  business,  through  the  negotiations 
which  preceded  the  war  and  after  the  war  be^an,  we  have  been  embarrassed, 
hampered,  countermined  by  a  small  section  of  the  people,  the  Little 
Eaglanders  and  the  friends  of  every  country  but  their  own,  who  have 
endeavoured  to  defeat  our  policy,  not  merely  by  open  and  straightforward 
means,  not  merely  by  criticism  in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  actually  by 
communications  with  the  enemies  of  this  country.  These  men  have  no 
influence  here ;  I  do  not  believe  they  would  have  a  vote  from  any  decent 
Englishmen.  (A  Voice  :  They  tih^dd  be  shot)  But  they  appear,  their 
speeches  are  reported,  they  have  more  influence  among  those  who  do  not 
know  them,  ana  who  do  not  know  the  estimation  in  which  they  are  held  by 
their  own  countrymen,  and  the  consequence  is  that  abroad  in  foreign 
countries  and  in  South  Africa  the  country  has  appeared  to  be  divided.  It  is 
not  divided.  The  vast  majority  of  Englishmen  and  Scotchmen,  I  do  not 
care  to  what  party  they  belong,  are  in  favor  of  a  policy  which  protects  the 
interests  and  guards  the  honour  of  the  United  Kingdom.  But  in  Parliament 
it  is  different.  In  Parliament  two-thirds  of  the  Opposition  are  opposed  to 
this  policy— openly  opposed  to  it  as  long  as  they  dare  and  covertly  opposed  to 
it  now  that  we  have  challenged  them  to  an  election.  Now  we  have  come 
practically  to  the  end  of  the  war ;  there  is  nothing  going  on  now  but  a 
guerilla  business,  which  is  encouraged  by  these  men ;  I  uxm  going  to  say 
them  traitors^  btU  I  tnU  tay  instead  these  misguided  individuals." 

A  clear  case  of  "  Don't  nail  his  ears  to  the  pump."  "  Traitor "  was 
the  keynote  of  Tory  electioneering  from  that  moment. 

(2) 

Mr.  Chamberlain  did  not  let  the  matter  rest  there.  He  began  to 
say  everywhere  that  to  vote  Liberal  was  to  vote  for.  the  Boers — ^to  quote 
the  form  in  which  the  **  crystal "  appeared  on  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  s 
placard.   At  Tunstall  on  September  27th,  Mr.  Chamberlain  said  : — 

''The  electors  should  not  fail  to  heed  what  was  said  by  the  Mayor  of 
Mafeking,  who,  speaking  the  other  day,  said  that  every  seat  lost  to  the 
Government  was  a  seat  gained  by  the  Boers.'* 

Here  are  a  few  (and  a  few  only)  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  electoral 
letters  and  telegrams.    To  a  correspondent  at  Pontefract : — 

**  I  heartily  wish  Sir  Frederick  Ripl^  success  in  his  endeavours  to  win 
back  Pontefract  to  the  Unionist  cause.  I  beheve  that  the  men  of  Yorkshire 
will  not  forget  the  words  of  the  Mayor  of  Bfafeking  that  '  A  seat  lost  to  the 
Unionist  Gk>vemment  is  a  seat  gained  by  the  Boers.*  " 

To  a  correspondent  at  Greenock  : — 

"It  is  the  duty  of  every  Unionist  to  vote  at  the  present  election.  Every 
vote  given  against  the  Government  is  a  vote  given  to  the  Boers." 
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To  the  chairman  of  the  Leicester  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  after 
the  election : — 

Heartily  congratulate  you  on  the  result  of  the  contest,  which  means  the 
loss  of  a  seat  to  the  Boers. 

To  Mr.  Carlile,  the  Tory  candidate  for  North  Bucks : — 

Heartily  wish  Mr.  Carlile  success.  Let  all  patriotic  Knglwhmftn 
remember  the  Bfayor  of  Mafeking's  words — *  A  seat  lost  to  the  Unionist 
GoTemment  is  a  seat  gained  to  the  Boers.' " 

To  the  electors  of  Heywood  : — • 

I  heartily  wish  success  to  my  friend  Mr.  Kemp,  who  is  at  the  front. 
The  Imperial  Yeomanry  have  acquitted  themselves  with  much  distincdon. 
I  trust  that  the  electors  will  see  that  Mr.  Kemp's  seat  is  successfully  defended 
in  his  absence.  Every  seat  lost  to  the  Government  is  a  seat  sold  to  the 
Boers." 

It  was  subsequently  explained  that  "  sold  ''  was  a  telegraphic  mistake 
for  "  gained."  It  is  an  curious  mistake  which  can  best  be  cleared  up  by 
the  production  of  the  original  telegram.  It  can,  of  course,  easily  he 
obtained  by  Mr.  Chamberlain  from  the  Post  Office. 

(3) 

Mr.  Chamberlain  sent  to  the  editor  of  the  Birmingham  Daily  Mail 
the  following  message  to  the  nation,  which  was  displayed  on  the  screen 
where  the  results  of  the  pollings  were  given  : — 

Patriotism  before  politics.  May  the  union  between  the  colonies  and 
the  motherland,  now  cemented  by  their  blood,  be  for  ever  maintained  I  — 

Joseph  Chambbblain." 

(4) 

All  over  the  country  this  line  was  taken  (as  will  be  seen  from 
the  /acsimUe  placards  and  leaflets  reproduced  elsewhere.  Here  i^ 
another — used  in  East  Sussex : — 


EAST  SUSSEX  ELECTION. 


REMEMBER  MAFEKtMef 


The  gallant  Mayor  of  Mafeklns  said:— 

Every  Gk>vemment  Seat  lost  will  be  regarded  by  the  Boers  m 
a  gain  to  themselves." 

Will  you  vote  for  Da.  Hutchinson,  who,  if  returned,  will  sit  on  the 
same  side  of  the  House  as  Labouchere,  Dr.  Clark,  and  the  Irish 
Nationalists — Enemies  of  England,  and  friends  of  Kruger ;  or 
will  you 

VOTE  FOR  OOl^  BROOKFIELB9 

Who  has  fought  for  his  Country  in  South  Africa  as  he  has  fought  fxa 
AORtOUlTURE 

in  the  House  of  Commons  ? 


Every  Vote  for  Dr.  Hutchinson  is  a  Vote  for  the  Boers. 
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(5) 

Mr.  Chamberlain  really  surpassed  himself,  however,  by  a  letter  to 
the  Kditor  of  the  Montgomery  County  Times : — 

Highbury,  Moor-green,  Birmingham. 

September  29^. 

Dear  Sib, — I  heartily  wish  you  success  in  the  fight  you  are  waging  on 
behalf  of  Captain  Robert  Wynn,  who  is  at  the  front.  The  Welsh  people 
have  made  great  sacrifices  in  the  war,  and  many  Welshmen  were  among  the 
Uitlanders  whose  oppression  brought  it  about.  I  have  heard  that  the  wife 
of  Edgar,  who  was  murdered  by  the  Boer  poHce,  was  a  Welshwoman.  I 
hope,  therefore^  that  the  Welsh  people  will  not  allow  the  results  of  the  war 
and  the  losses  which  have  been  mcurred  to  be  thrown  away,  but  will  send 
men  to  Parliament  to  support  the  policy  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and  to  prevent 
the  Boer  States  from  ever  again  being  a  menace  and  danger  to  British 
interests.  Yours  truly, 

J.  Chamberlain." 
We  have  ourselves  italicised  therefore — it  is  our  only  comment. 

(6) 

We  are  glad  to  say  that  this  violence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain began  to  to  be  resented.  Indeed,  on  October  9th,  Mr.  Balfour 
had  to  go  to  Bingley  to  explain  away  his  colleague  : — 

Great  complaint  had  been  made  of  a  statement  that  every  vote  given  to 
a  Radical  Home  Rule  candidate  was  a  vote  given  to  the  Boers.  That  state- 
ment was  not  justified  if  it  meant  that  every  man  who  voted  for  a  Radical 
candidate  desired  the  victory  of  the  Boer  cause.  That  would  be  a  calumny 
upon  honourable  and  patriotic  men.  But  it  was  not  in  that  sense  he  under- 
stood the  statement  to  be  made.  It  rather  meant  that  every  vote  given  to  a 
Radical  Home  Rule  candidate  at  this  moment  raised  the  hopes  of  the  Boers, 
and  depressed  the  hopes  of  the  British  colonists  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony. 
In  that  sense  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  fact  on  which  he  ventured  to  say  there 
was  complete  unanimity  on  the  part  of  all  men  who  had  had  any  experience 
of  South  African  pohtics." 

(7) 

The  best  comment  on  it  all  is  to  be  found  in  that  staunchest  of 
staunch  Tory  journals,  the  Quarterly  Review : — 

Holding  such  a  position,  and  having  before  him  an  Opposition  so 
conspicuously  weak  ana  crippled  by  its  own  fundamental  divergences  of  aim 
and  temper,  Mr.  Chamberlain  could  well  have  afforded  to  conduct  the 
election  campaign  with  more  self-control  and  less  overbearing  demeanour 
towards  the  Kamcals  than  he  has  actually  displayed.  It  is  a  rule  of  invariable 
application  in  our  domestic  politics  never  to  treat  any  considerable  body  of 
£n^lishmen  as  being  consciously  indifferent  to  the  interests  and  honour  of 
theur  country.  Mr.  Chamberlam,  unfortunately,  did  not  remember  that 
rule  ;  and  the  effect  of  part  at  least  of  his  electioneering  utterances,  whether 
calculated  or  not,  was  to  exhibit  the  larger  proportion,  not  perhaps  of  the 
rank  and  file  in  the  country,  but  of  the  leading  pohticians  of  the  Liberal 
party,  as  more  in  sympathy  with  Boer  than  with  British  aims.    .    .  . 

He  unfortunately  appeared  to  charge  against  the  Opposition  not  merely 
a  present  inabihty  to  form  and  carry  through  sound  collective  judgments  as 
to  the  requirements  of  Imperial  conditions,  but  a  disposition  to  treat  the 
interests  of  their  country  as  of  subordinate  account.    It  is  a  want  of 
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intelligence,  a  political  short-sightedness,  not  a  want  of  morality  or  patriot- 
ism, that  we  lay  to  their  charge ;  and  that  a  prominent  statesman  should 
suggest  the  latter  alternative  constituted  a  gratuitous  aggravation,  both 
internal  and  external,  of  the  inherent  drawbacks  of  a  national  situation  already 
sufficiently  unfortunate. 

We  do  not  mean  to  say  that  Mr.  Chamberlain's  electioneering  utterances 
are  all  open  to  such  criticism.  But,  unluckily,  the  speech  wita  which  he 
opened  the  campaign  at  Birmingham,  though  possessing  many  striking  meiite, 
made  the  charge  to  which  we  have  alluded ;  and  in  its  light  his  other  remarkh, 
with  their  trenchant  exposure  of  the  Liberal  treatment  of  the  war,  wck 
naturally  read.  His  appeal  to  the  electors,  to  put  'patriotism  before  politics,' 
was  certainlv  open  to  misconstruction  on  the  part  of  those  politicians  who 
had  already  been  more  or  less  directly  charged  by  him  with  having  put  their 
politics  before  their  patriotism.  Again,  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
rejoicing  over  the  defeat  of  Captain  Lambton  in  his  candidature  for  Durham, 
as  a  blow  to  *sham  ImperiiQism,'  was  resented  outside  Liberal  circles. 
Whatever  Captain  Lambton's  politics  may  be  there  was  no  *sham  ImperiaUsm' 
about  his  defence  of  Ladysmitn. 

'*  At  the  beginning  of  the  county  pollings,  all  Mr.  Chamberlain's  harshest 
attacks  on  the  Opposition  appeared  to  oe  summed  up,  renewed,  and 
emphasised  in  a  telegram  to  the  electors  of  the  Heywood  division  of 
Lancashire,  wishing  success  to  the  Unionist  candidate,  Mr.  Kemp,  who  was 
at  the  front  in  South  Africa.  *I  trust,'  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  reported  to 
have  said,  *  the  electors  will  see  that  Mr.  Kemp's  seat  is  successfully  defended 
in  his  absence.  Every  seat  lost  to  the  Grovemment  is  a  seat  sold  to  the 
Boers.'  Subsequently  it  was  stated  that  in  the  correct  text  of  this  menace 
the  word  *8old  did  not  appear,  but  in  its  place  the  word  'given.'  The 
difference  was  doubtless  appreciable,  but  not  enough  to  remove  the  offence 
justly  taken  even  in  Unionist  quarters  by  so  indiscriminating  an  association 
of  a  whole  political  party  with  the  enemies  of  their  count^.  Three  days 
later,  speaking  at  Bingley,  Mr.  Balfour  was  under  the  painful  necessity  of 
explaimng  that  such  words  as  his  colleague  had  used  were  not  to  be  taken  as 
meaning  that  every  man  who  voted  for  a  Radical  desired  the  victory  of  the 
Boer  cause.  That,  said  Mr.  Balfour,  *  would  be  a  calumny  upon  honoonbie 
and  patriotic  men.'  All  that  was  meant  was  that  'every  vote  given  to  a 
Radical  Home  Rule  candidate  at  this  moment  raised  the  hopes  of  the  BoerR 
and  depressed  the  hopes  of  the  British  colonists  in  Natal  and  in  the  Cape 
Colony.  In  that  sense  it  was  a  mere  matter  of  fact,  on  which  he  ventured  to 
say  that  there  was  complete  unanimity  on  the  part  of  all  men  who  had  had 
any  experience  of  South  AMcan  politics.' 

*'Such  an  explanation  ought  not  to  have  been  required  in  connection 
with  any  statement  put  forward  by  a  leading  Minister." 


Mr.  Leslie  Wanklyn  (the  Tory  member  for 
Crystallisation.  Central  Bradford)  has  been  good  enough  to 
explain  the  genesis  of  the  opinion  of  the  Mayor 
of  Mafeking,  with  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  such  play  in  the 
election.  Mr.  Whiteley,  the  Mayor,  returned  to  his  native  town  of 
Bradford  shortly  after  the  relief  of  Mafeking,  and  there  was  cordiallj 
welcomed.  It  was  reported,  however,  in  a  local  paper,  that  the  Mayor 
was  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  Bradford  Liberal  Club,  and  it  was 
suggested  that  his  views  on  the  military  and  political  situation  would, 
if  they  could  only  secure  a  wider  audience,  tend  to  *^  the  enlightenmeDt 
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of  the  crowd."  Mr.  Wanklyn  repeats  the  story  and  does  not  deny  its 
truth.    He  was  frightened  ; — 

As  I  happened  to  know  that  Mr.  Whiteley  would  regard  the  withdrawal 
of  Mr.  Chamberlain  from  the  Colonial  Office  and  the  recall  of  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  as  a  national  disaster,  I  wrote  to  him  from  Scotland  as  soon  as  I  read 
the  above  paragraph  and  asked  him  to  place  himself  in  my  hands  as  member 
for  the  Central  Division  of  his  native  city.    This  he  agreed  to  do. 

*'  Before  my  first  meeting  my  agent  and  I  had  a  long  interview  with  him, 
and  I  asked  him  to  authorise  me  in  a  sentence  to  make  a  statement  which 
would  serve  to  explain  to  his  family  and  friends  his  reason  for  coming  out  on 
a  Liberal  Unionist  platform  instead  of  on  a  Liberal  Imperialist  platform,  and 
between  us  we  crystallised  his  views  in  the  following  words,  which  he 
authorised  me  to  use,  viz.  :  *  Koern  Oovernment  seat  lost  loo^Ud  be  i^garded  by 
Vie  Boers  as  a  gain  to  themselves,* 

Mr.  Chamberlain  subjected  the  crystal  to  another  process  and  it 
became : — 

Every  seat  lost  to  the  Government  is  a  seat  gained  to  the  Boers." 

As  the  Westmimier  Gazette  said  on  October  l5th  : — 

*'  Whether  in  its  original  form  or  in  its  improved  form,  the  phrase  was 
intended  by  the  electioneerers  who  used  it  to  convey  the  same  meaning, 
namely,  that  to  vote  for  the  Opposition  was  to  encourage  the  enemy  in  the 
field.  If  there  was  any  sense  in  which  that  statement  was  true,  it  reflected 
the  strongest  censure  upon  the  Government,  which  without  necessity  and  in 
order  to  gain  a  party  advantage  for  themselves  from  a  war  actually  in  pro- 
gress, took  an  election  at  a  time  when  an  adverse  vote  to  themselves  could 
be  construed  as  an  adverse  vote  to  the  country.  If  ptatriotism  is  ever  to  be 
above  politics,  that  kind  of  manoeuvre  should  be  barred  from  the  party 
game.  But  the  Grovemment  were  not  content  to  apply  the  coercion  which 
was  inherent  in  the  facts  of  the  case.  They  must  needs  insist  that  their 
opponents  were  in  very  fact  traitors  and  enemies  of  their  country,  and  on  a 
set  plan,  all  worked  from  one  centre,  flood  the  constituencies  with  posters, 
leaflets,  and  public  speeches,  asserting  that  this  was  the  case." 

This  is  abundantly  clear  from  the  posters,  etc.,  reproduced  with  this 
present  number. 


Perhaps  the  most  scandalous  misstatement 
"  Deserves         (and  that  is  saying  a  good  deal)  of  the  General 
€oRDUA*8  Fate."     Election  is  the  following  from  the  Sheffield 
Daily  Telegraph: — 

DESERVES  CORDUA'S  FATE. 
**The  Hon.  Eustace  Fiennes  was  a  pro-Boer  before  the  war  ;  when  it 
broke  out  he  went  to  Africa  and  fought  for  the  Boers  as  an  Englishman  ; 
now  he  is  contesting  N.  Oxfordshire  as  a  Radical." 

The  truth  is  that  he  served  in  South  Africa  for  seven  months  as 
a  member  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  and  fought  against  the  Boers. 
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By  Kind  permission  of  the  "Westminstbr  Gazette." 

Poster  used  against  Mr«  C.  D»  Rose«  in  the  Newmarket  Division. 


[r.  C.  D.  Rose  was  absent  in  South  Africa,  where  he  had  gone  to  look  at  the  graves  of  two  of  his 
sons  who  had  died  at  he  front.    A  third  son  is  still  serving  under  Lord  Roberts.] 
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Mr.  Justice  BUCKNILL  (a  JudiSe  of  the  Hfi{h  Court) 

refused  to  interfere  with  a 
poster  describing  Mr.  Ellis 
as  a  Traitor,  because  of  liis 
being  in  communication  witli 
Kruger. 

ELLIS 

AND 

STEADMAN 

are  Pals. 

ARB  THEY  NOT  BOTH 

Traitors 

AND 

Pro- Boers  P 

PriDM  Ami  PttUiabMi         J.  Uasi so H  Son  (T.U.f  306,  ltU«  &ad  Ha^ 

Leaflet  used  in  Stepney  against  Mr.  Steadman. 

[The  Tory  member  has  since  disowned  responsibility  for  the  issue-ol  the  above] 
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Facsimile  of  an  Envelope  sent  through  the  post  to  a  Libeial  Voter  in  tlie 
Newmarket  Division*   The  envelope  contained  a  polling  card;  the  ofiicUl 
stamp  on  it  shows  that  it  must  have  been  one  of  a  large  batch  sent  out  {rem 
the  Tory  Central  Committee  Room* 
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Part  of  the  Tory  plan  of  campaign  was  to 
Exploiting        exploit  Lord  Roberts.    His  portrait  appeared 
LoBD  RoBBBTS.      OB  Tory  posters — as  in  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour's, 
reproduced  on  page  ii.     Leaflets  were  issued 
bearing  his  portrait — with  an  extract  from  his  book  "  FortyK)ne  years 
in  India and  headed    Lord  Roberts  on  the  War,"  though  the  war 
referred  to  by  Lord  Roberts  was  the  war  of  1881,  not  of  1899  Colonel 
Holland,  the  Tory  candidate  for  Colchester,  actually  said  : — 

Lord  Roberts  in  a  letter  had  wished  him  to  enter  Parliament  to  help 
him  in  Army  reform.  He  was  practically  a  delegate  from  '  Bobs '  from  Soutti 
Africa." 

General  Sir  James  Hills-Johnes,  speaking  at  Swansea  on  September 
28th,  at  a  Tory  meeting,  said  : — 

**  It  was  the  duty  of  the  people  of  England  to  return  a  Unionist  Govern- 
ment to  power  ...  he  was  expressing  not  only  his  own  opinion  but  the 
opinion  of  Lord  Roberts  also." 

Sir  George  Newnes  (then  the  Liberal  candidate,  now  the  Liberal 
Member,  for  Swansea)  at  once  wired  to  Lord  Roberts  to  ask  if  this  was 
true.    Here  is  Lord  Roberts's  reply  from  Pretoria  : — 

''October  1,  1900, 

''No  authority  for  Hills- Johnes's  statement :  I  always  hold  aloof  from 

poUtics.  ROBEBTS." 

This  telegram  is  just  what  might  have  been  expected  from  Lord 
Roberts.    Sir  James  Hills-Johnes  subsequently  wrote  to  the  Times : — 

"I  went  with  Lord  Roberts  to  Pretoria  as  an  old  friend.  I  had  no 
conversation  with  him  on  politics.  I  knew  nothing  of  the  pending  dissolu- 
tion of  Parliament  when  I  left  him,  and  I  have  had  no  communication 
whatever  with  him  concerning  the  elections  until  1  received  his  telegram 
referred  to  in  your  report. 

"  The  last  paragraph  states  exactly  what  I  said  at  the  meeting — '  I  felt 
sure  Lord  Roberts  was  with  me  in  wishing  for  Unionist  return.'  I  re^t  that 
1  made  this  statement  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  entirelv  forgettmg  that 
Lord  Roberts's  position  keeps  mm  quite  aloof  from  politics. 

The  explanation  hardly  extenuates  the  original  offence.  There  were 
too  many  of  these  things  done  "on  the  spur  of  the  moment.'' 


The  Tories  like  to  be  thought  the  "  gentle- 
Thr  "Gentlemanly  manly    party;"    has  not    Mr.  Chamberlain 
Pabty."  proudly    boasted    that    he    is  allied  with 

"  English  gentlemen  "  ]  But  it  is  to  be  wished 
that  Tories  would  behave  as  gentlemen  when  they  go  electioneering. 
As  a  sample  (we  hope  not  a  typical  one)  of  Tory  manners  and  methods 
let  us  take  a  Tory  meeting  held  on  October  5th  in  support  of  the 
candidature  of  Major  Rasch,  against  Mr.  Henry.  (We  quote  from  the 
Essex  County  Chronicle  of  October  12th.)  Colonel  IxKjkwood,  M.P.. 
said : — 

"He  objected  to  his  (Major  Rasch* s)  having  to  fight  a  tinpot  thins — no 
disrespect  to  Mr.  Henry  Solomons  or  whatever  his  name  was.    .    .  .' 
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Sir  John  Colomb,  M.P.,  said : — 

Perhaps  the  fact  hadn't  reached  him  in  the  remote  recesses  of  Hounds- 
ditch  or  Shoreditch  or  wherever  it  was—  some  ditch.  Let  him  keep  in  the 
ditch  or  get  out  of  it  himself  and  stick  himself  on  the  fence  and  stay  there." 

Major  Rasch,  M.P.,  said : — 

*'They  had  seen  almost  the  last  of  the  Semitic  invasion,  and  they  would 
now  see  an  end  to  this  *  great  fuss  about  a  little  bit  of  pork.' " 

Mr.  Henry's  sole  offence  is  that  he  is  a  Jew.  We  wonder  what  Liord 
Rothschild  (with  hia  advice  to  Jewish  electors  to  vote  Unionist)  thinks 
of  these  remarks — not  of  unimp>rtant  unknown  Tories  but  of  three 
Tory  members  of  Parliament. 


^    T>  Mr.  Balfour,  speaking  at  Kilmarnock  oa 

MR.  15ALP0UR  Qctobcr  5th,  had  something  to  say  on  the 
AND  J-LACAEDS.  gufeject  of  "  misrepresentation  "  :— 
Well,  he  supposed  that  they  had  sorrowfully  to  admit  that  no  general 
election  ever  took  place  without  something  in  the  nature  of  misrepresenta- 
tion beinff  used  on  the  one  or  both  sides.  He  himself  had  been  represented 
in  a  widely- diffused  caricature  as  refusing  assistance  to  the  starving  millions 
of  India,  while  lavishing  it  on  particular  classes  of  the  community.  Criticism 
and  misrepresentation  he  did  not  complain  of.  These  things  happened,  but 
if  one  had  2,400  of  a  majority  one  did  not  mind  criticism  and  misrepresenta- 
tion. Of  the  two  parties  in  the  State,  it  was  not  the  Conservatives  who  had 
been  in  the  past  chiefly  guilty  of  that.  As  a  rule  they  had  been  the  victims 
and  not  the  executioners.  They  had  been  subjected  to  that  kind  of  misrep- 
resentation far  more  than  they  had  ever  indulged  in  it  themselves.  {DtMsent.) 
He  saw  there  were  one  or  two  gentlemen  who  doubted  that,  but  he  would 
tell  them  that  they  had  made  a  very  imperfect  study  of  electioneering 
literature." 

Certainly  Mr.  Balfour,  after  his  election  card  of  1895,  ought  to  be  an 
expert  in  electioneering  literature ;  but  we  entirely  decline  to  admit 
that  he  has  any  cause  of  complaint  against  Mr.  Gould's  picture,  which 
was  used  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  both  as  a  poster  and 
as  a  leaflet.  In  it  Mr.  Balfour  is  depicted  as  leading  two  little  boys 
(the  Landlord  and  the  Church)  by  the  hand  whilst  declining  to  give 
alms  to  the  "  Poor  Indian."  The  Rating  Act,  the  Voluntary  Schook 
Act,  the  Clerical  Tithes  Act,  and  the  debate  on  the  motion  asking  for 
a  Government  grant  to  India — these  are  the  data  wliich  completely 
justify  this  picture.  Indeed,  if  Mr.  Balfour  can  only  produce  this 
to  prove  Liberal  "  misrepresentation  "  he  has  really  given  a  testimonial 
to  the  way  in  which  the  contest  has  been  fought  for  the  Liberal  side. 
Mr.  Balfour  proceeded  to  say  :  — 

**Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  had  been  shocked  at  seeinff  a  man 
walking  about  the  Edmbui^h  streets  with  a  placard  which  said,  **  Vote  for 
Agnew  and  defeat  the  pro-6oers."  Well,  they  did  vote  for  Agnew,  and  if 
there  were  any  pro-Boers  in  Edinburgh  they  did  defetit  the  pro-Boers.  The 
(question  was — was  that  a  fair  or  was  it  not  a  fair  placard  r  Personally  he 
was  not  in  love  with  placards  of  this  kind.    .    .  ." 

We  wonder  whether  he  will  be  "  in  love "  with  those  that  are  pro- 
duced elsewhere. 
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"  Correspondence  Relating  to  the  Recent 
The  Elus  Letter.  Political  Situation  in  South  Africa "  is  the 
title  of  one  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  Blue  Books — 
in  fact  it  was  a  piece  of  Tory  electioneering  literature  printed  and 
issued  at  the  public  expense.  It  is  entirely  a  new  departure  that 
private  letters,  even  when  found  in  the  camp  of  an  enemy,  should  be 
published  in  this  way.  There  were  letters  from  Dutchmen  at  the  Cape 
to  the  Boer  RepubUcs,  and  three  letters  from  English  Members  of 
Parliament.  Of  these  one  was  from  Mr.  John  E.  Ellis,  the  Liberal 
Member  for  Rushcliffe : — 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Solly  to  the  Rev.  D.  Ross,  Ladygrey, 
Aliwal  North. 

'*  Villa  Flora,  Newlands,  June  5th,  1900. 

Dear  Sir, — ^Though  personally  a  stranger  to  you,  I  venture  to  write  on 
a  matter  in  which  we  are  both  interested. 

**  Mr.  Ellis,  one  of  the  Members  of  Parliament,  who  is  anxious  to  help 
the  South  African  cause,  writes  me  as  follows  : — 

'  We  want  a  stream  of  fctcts  concerning  suppression  of  telegrams,  open- 
ing of  letters,  arbitrary  arrests,  unfair  trial,  unjustifiable  prison  treatment, 
interference  with  free  speech  at  meetings,  but  much  information  sent 
lacks  the  element  of  fulness,  detail,  and  accuracy,  which  are  vital  for  Parlia- 
mentary purposes.  The  names  of  informants  will  be  treated  as  confi- 
dential.' 

have  seen  passages  in  the  SotUh  African  Netos  in  which  your  name 
appears,  which  leads  me  to  believe  you  can  give  first  hand  information  on 
several  of  these  points,  and  feel  sure  I  need  not  urge  you  to  do  so. 
Will  you  send  me  a  line  to  say  you  have  received  this  letter  ? 
**The  address  of  the  Member  of  Parliament  I  refer  to  is  John  E.  Ellis, 
E«i.,  M.P.,  40,  Pont-street,  S.W.,  or  House  of  Commons,  Westminster. 

**  Yours  sincerely, 

**  Mrs.  Julia  F.  Solly." 

It  will  be  noted — 

(1)  That  this  only  asks  for  /acta  as  a  condition  precedent  to  raising 
any  question  in  Parliament. 

(2)  That  the  letter  was  written  months  after  the  war  began. 

(3)  That  it  is  written  not  to  the  Boers,  but  to  a  British  subject  in 
Cape  Colony. 

We  proceed  to  set  out  some  of  the  uses  made  of  this  letter. 

(!)• 

Mr.  Powell-Williams,  speaking  on  September  9th,  said  : — 
The  action  of  Mr.  Ellis  was  also  as  mean  as  it  was  possible  to  conceive. 
He  hoped  it  was  a  sufficient  retribution  to  those  gentlemen  that  they  should 
realise  and  know,  what  was  probably  ouite  true,  that  much  of  the  bloodshed 
that  had  followed  was  due  to  their  foolish  and  wretched  action  ;  he  would 
Also  say  their  wicked  action,  for  he  was  very  strongly  of  opinion  that  if  they 
had  taken  it  in  any  other  country  of  Europe  they  would  instantly  have 
been  arrested." 
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(2)  . 

The  letter  was  treated  in  Tory  leaflets  as  having  been  written 
to  the  Boers.  We  have  before  us  one  in  which  the  letter  is  printed, 
headed : — 

THE  BOER  FLAG 
AND  ITS 
RADICAL 
SUPPORTERS. 

(3)  . 

The  National  Union  of  Conservatives  and  Constitutional 
Associations  (i.e.,  Tory  headquarters)  issued  a  poster  beginning  as 
follows : — 

RADICAL  TRAITORS. 

THINGS  THAT  EVERY  BRITON  SHOULD  REMEMBER. 


During  the  months  of  August  and  September,  1899*  the 
British  Qovernment  were  engaged  in  negotiations  upon 
which  depended  the  awful  Issue  of  peace  or  war.  The 
grievances  of  the  British  subjects  In  South  Africa  were 
admitted  by  the  most  rabid  Radicals.  During  this  time,  when 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  patriotic  Briton  to  support  the 
Qovernment,  Radical  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
were  in  correspondence  with  the  enemy. 

Mr.  John  B.  Ellis,  Radical  member  for  the  Rushciiffe 
Division  of  Nottinghamshire,  who  was  in  1895  Radical 
candidate  for  the  Speakership,  said :  We  want  a  stream  of 
'facts'  concerning  suppression  of  telegrams,  opening  of 
letters,  arbitrary  arrests,  unfair  trial,  nnjustlflable  prison 
treatment,  interference  with  free  speech  at  meetings,  but 
much  information  sent  lacks  the  element  of  fulness,  detail, 
and  accuracy,  which  are  vital  for  Parliamentary  purposes." 

Mr.  Ellis,  on  October  2nd,  applied  to  the  Courts  to  obtain  an  injunc- 
tion restraining  the  use  of  this  disgraceful  placard.  Mr.  Justice 
Buckley  declined  to  grant  the  injunction — holding  (oddly  enou^) 
there  was  no  "  false  statement  of  fact,"  but  he  said  : — 

^'  It  will  probably  follow  from  the  proceedings  that  have  taken  place  in 
this  Court,  that  there  will  be  sufficient  to  counteract  any  ill  effects  which  the 
poster  might  otherwise  have  had  when  I  have  stated,  as  I  do  distinctly  state, 
that  it  has  been  proved  before  me  that  Mr.  Ellis  did  not  enter  into  coire- 
spondence  with  the  enemy,  but  simply  wrote  a  letter  to  a  lady  residing  in 
Cape  Colony  in  order  to  obtain  information  for  Parliamentary  purposes, 
which  seems  to  have  been  perfectly  proper." 

The  Tory  officials  came  very  badly  out  of  the  business.  Mr.  Coward, 
their  counsel,  asked  by  the  judge  if  they  wished  to  go  on  publishing 
the  placard,  replied,  "  Certainly,"  whilst  the  following  passage  is  most 
instructive  : — 

**Mr.  Justice  Buckley:  If  the  statement  had  been  that  he  (Mr.  iSKti) 
wrote  to  the  Boers  that  would  have  been  untrue. 

Mr.  Coward  :  Certainly.  But  I  am  here  on  the  placard  as  it  stands. " 
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In  other  words,  Tory  headquarters  persisted  in  calling  Mr.  Ellis  a 
•*  Radical  Traitor  "  for  doing  what  the  judge  declared  was  "  perfectly 
proper." 

(*) 

On  October  1st  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  said  at  Stirchley  : — 
The  attitude  which  Sir  Henry  Catnpbell-Bannerman  had  taken  up  was 
worse  than  a  mockeiy ;  it  was  a  disgnice,  when  Sir  Henry  attempted  to 
justify  the  letter  of  mx.  ElHs  to  the  Ik>ers,  who  believed  that  the  leader  of 
the  Opposition  represented  his  own  views  and  convictions  with  regard  to 
that  correspondence.'' 

The  letter  was  not  "  to  the  Boers,"  but  we  have  not  heard  of  any 
apology  by  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  to  Mr.  Ellis. 

(5) 

We  give  elsewhere  a  facsimile  of  a  leaflet  used  at  Stepney  (see 
page  vi.  of  supplement). 

No  objection  can  be  taken  of  course,  to  the 
Electioneering      fact  that  a  candidate  stood  who  happened  to 
FROM  THE  Front.     be  serving  at  the  front,  but  grave  exception 
can  and  ought  to  be  taken  to  the  character  of 
some  of  the  messages  sent  to   the  electors  by  such  candidates. 
Take  the  following,  for  instance,  from  Colonel  Howard,  the  Conserva- 
tive candidate  for  Flintshire  : — 

*'  The  policy  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Gk)vemment  is  the  only  one  which  can 
settle  finaUy  and  firmly  the  differences  which  have  recently  disturbed  South 
AMca.  We  are  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  every  man,  whether  white  or 
black,  from  the  Cape  to  the  Zambesi.  The  force  with  which  I  am  serving  is 
composed  of  men  from  every  part  of  our  glorious  Empire.  They  unani- 
mously demand  the  complete  suppression  of  the  reign  of  tyranny  and  corrup- 
tion which  has  so  lonff  disgraced  the  country,  and  they  look  to  Flintshire  to 
Hupport  them  in  upholding  the  policy  by  which  alone  it  can  be  accomplished. 
Fhntshire  electors,  shidl  Radical  politicians  undo  the  work  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Queen  ?— Howard." 

It  is  nothing  less  than  an  outrage  to  use  the  Army  in  this  way.  Colonel 
Howard  deserves  to  be  court-martialled  for  trying  to  turn  his  fellow 
soldiers  into  Tory  electioneerers. 


Mr.  Chamberlain  was  very  much  hurt  in 
Mr.  Chamberlain    the  course  of  the  election  at  the  suggestion  that 
AND  Mr.  Richards.   Mr.  H.  C.  Richards  should  have  been  accused 
of  indifference  to  social  questions,  so  he  took 
the  trouble  to  write  him  a  testimonial :  — 

I  am  surprised  that  you  should  be  accused  of  any .  ukewarmness  in  regard 
to  social  reform,  to  all  reasonable  and  practical  proposals  for  which  you  have 
always  given  your  hearty  support." 

Exactly — did  not  Mr.  Richards,  in  his  1895  election  address,  say  : — 

I  shall  support  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme  for  Old  Age  Pensions  "  ? 
Bat  neither  Mr.  Chamberlain's  advocacy  nor  Mr.  Richards's  support 
has  succeeded  in  securing  these  Pensions. 
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Mr.  Morley  was  most  unhappily  debarred 
Mr.  Morlet's       from  all  active  participation  in  the  Creneral 
PosTCBiPT.        Election — ^his  doctor  imperatively  forbade  him 
to  speak  or  to  work.    But  he  was  still  permitted 
to  use  his  pen,  and  in  addition  to  his  Election  Address  he  sent  to  the 
electors  of  Montrose  a   "  Postcript "  from  which  we  extract  the 
following : — 

'*It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  spend  a  moment  in  enumerating  once  more 
the  delinquencies  of  the  present  Ministers.  This  is  no  piece  of  mere  party 
recrimination.  Their  own  friends  tell  you  from  the  housetops  what  a  lament- 
able band  they  are.  The  Gk)vernment,  as  these  partisans  of  theirs  not  oolj 
admit,  but  vehemently  proclaim,  excite  no  enthusiasm  and  inspire  no  con- 
fidence. Their  poHcy,  cries  one  fervid  adherent,  has  united  the  foresight  of 
the  ostrich  with  the  firmness  of  the  jellyfish.  It  is  their  own  men,  not  I. 
who  use  these  vivid  images  for  foolishness  and  want  of  grasp.  They  ask  you, 
it  is  true,  to  vote  for  the  present  Cabinet,  the  most  extraordinary  that  ever 
was  known,  but  for  what  reason  ?  In  order  that  nearly  the  whole  of  its 
membei-s  may  as  soon  as  possible  be  summarily  swept  out  of  their  offices, 
though  those  who  are  to  stay  are  every  jot  as  responsible  as  those  who  are  to 

fo.  Such  a  spectacle  would,  indeed,  be  ludicrous,  if  it  were  less  dangerous, 
(ut  it  is  dangerous. 

There  is  not  a  man  versed  in  our  national  affairs  who  does  not  see  and 
know  that  we  are  expanding  our  responsibilities  beyond  the  limits  of  our 
resources  ;  that  the  puoUc  biudens  are  growing  perilously  heavier ;  that  giant 
rivals  are  slowly  but  surely  springing  up  against  us  in  aU  the  markets  of  the 
world,  while  we  are  profligately  squandering  the  treasure  that  we  should  be 
diligently  husbanding.  The  merchant  and  the  manufacturer  are  gradually 
finding  out  that  the  doctrine  of  trade  following  the  flag  is  a  bubble,  and  the 
taxpayer  is  finding  out  that  you  do  not  expand  your  frontier  in  two  continents 
for  nothing.    And  let  him  realise  that  he  is  not  ending,  he  is  only  b^^inning. 

Perhaps  the  day  is  not  remote  when  we  shall  even  regret  Lord 
Salisbury.  A  Ministerial  majority  now  means  the  triumph  of  the  very  school 
whom,  not  so  long  ago,  he  most  earnestly  condenmed.  It  means  a  new  em 
of  vapouring  sentiment,  wild-cat  language,  quack  devices,  economic  and 
fiscal.  We  have  no  longer  to  beUeve  that  the  true  key  to  national  strength 
and  prosperity  is  peace,  low  taxes,  reduced  debt,  the  advancement  in 
comfort,  skill,  industry,  and  well-being  of  the  people  of  these  islands,  the 
goodwill  of  the  world.  No,  our  new  aim  is  to  be  extension  of  territorial 
dominion ;  the  transformation  of  the  ancient  realm  of  the  Queen  into  a 
boastinpr  military  Empire,  inevitably  to  be  supported  by  military  conscrip- 
tion, with  an  Imperial  Customs  union  thrown  in,  that  will  lose  our  best 
markets  for  the  sake  of  the  worse.  How  can  I  doubt  what  opinion  you  will 
hold  of  the  competency  of  statesmen  who  have  brought  us  within  sight  of 
such  a  prospect  f  At  this  moment,  too,  when,  as  the  Prime  Minister  tells 
you,  our  countjy,  since  he  has  ruled  over  it,  has  somehow  become  the  object 
of  deep  dislike,  not  to  the  Gk)vemment8,  but  to  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
This  is  hardly  a  triumph,  whatever  else  it  may  be,  and  I  beg  you  to  mark 
that  it  is  an  additional  misfortune,  for  which  you  may  thank  South  Africa, 
when  Powers  who  begin  to  dislike  cease  to  fear. 

As  for  the  war,  I  have  not  one  word  to  withdraw  of  all  that  it  has  been 
my  duty  to  say  to  you  about  it.  I  regard  it  as  a  baleful  incident  in  the 
retrograde  policy  to  which  I  am  now  earnestly  drawing  your  attention.  I 
regard  the  incorporation  of  the  two  Boer  States  as  the  oonsunmoadon  of  one 
of  the  most  evu  blunders  in  our  history,  and  I  look  forward  with  mach 
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luiagiving  to  a  future  settlement  which  is  to  be  effected  under  the  direction 
of  Ministers  and  of  an  agent  on  the  spot  who  are  the  responsible  authors  of 
that  evil  blunder. 

•*In  many  respects  this  is  the  most  hollow  election  since  1865.  The 
lasae  has  been  clouded,  the  facts  have  been  easy  to  misrepresent,  party  has 
l>een  divided.  We  may  be  sure  that  a  clearer  division  of  parties  will  not  be 
long  in  following  ;  and  in  that  process  of  sifting  and  trying  men's  compre- 
hension of  Liberal  principles,  you  know,  I  believe,  where  I  shall  be  found.'* 


It  would  be  an  instructive  task  to  take  all 
Mk.  Chamberlain —  Mr.  Chamberlain's  General  Election  speeches 
A  Sample  Speech,    and  track  them  through  point  by  point.  But 
for  that  we  have  not  sufficient  space.  We  must 
be  content  to  take  one  speech  as  a  sort  of  sample — the  speech  be 
delivered  at  Birmingham  on  September  29th  in  opposition  to  the 
candidature  of  Mr.  Stevens,  who  once  upon  a  time  had  the  imperti- 
nence to  defeat  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  in  a  municipal  election. 
Here  are  some  of  the  more  important  points  : — 

(1)  The ''traitor''  theory:-^ 

*'  I  am  also  told  that  his  (Mr.  tStcvem*8)  committee  have  issued  a  card  in 
which  the  Union  Jack  figures  prominently.  I  confess  that  when  I  think  of 
the  principles  he  represents  I  fancy  the  Boer  flag  would  be  more  in  place. " 

(2)  T/ie  attack  upon  the  Labour  Members : — 

"Who  makes  the  best  champion  of  labour?  Surely  the  man  who 
svmpathises  with  the  trials  and  aspirations  and  the  wants  of  the  working 
classes.  Of  course,  but  surely  he  must  also  be  a  man  who  has  the  time  and 
ability  to  work  out  .schemes  for  improving  the  condition  of  the  working  men, 
and  he  must  also  be,  over  and  above  that,  a  man  who  can  influence  the 
country,  who  can  influence  Governments,  and  who  can  influence  Parliament 
in  carrying  out  the  schemes  of  legislation  which  he  has  devised.  I  have 
been  for  nearly  five  and  twenty  years  in  Parliament.  During  that  time  T 
have  known  every  self -called  champion  of  labour  who  has  ever  sat  in  that 
great  assembly,  and  I  say  that  to  tne  best  of  my  recollection — I  believe  I  am 
perfectly  correct— to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  not  a  single  one  of  those 
gentlemen  has  ever  initiated  or  ever  carried  legislation  for  the  benefit  of  the 
working  classes.  But  they  have  hindered  it  occasionally — which  is  perhaps 
a  much  more  serious  thing  to  take  into  account.  In  what  they  have  been 
outflide  Parliament  they  Save  been  excellent.  They  have  been  like  Mr. 
Stevens,  the  friend  of  the  working  men  in  their  own  districts  ;  they  have 
represented  them  in  their  trade  unions.  There  is  nothing  whatever  to  be 
said  against  either  their  character,  ability,  or  desire  to  serve  their  own  class. 
That  is  all  granted.  But  when  they  come  into  Parliament  they  are  like  fish 
out  of  water,  their  only  use  is  as  items  in  a  voting  machine.    .    .  ." 

This  is  a  wanton  and  gratuitous  attack  upon  a  body  of  men  than 
whom  there  are  none  more  respected  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

(3)  The  Compensation  Act : — 

"They  (the  LiberaU)  had  their  chance,  they  were  three  years  in  office. 
The  matter  had  been  pressed  upon  them,  my  friends,  and  I  had  been  going 
up  and  down  the  coimti*y  both  before  and  at  the  election,  pressing  this  upon 
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the  people,  and  had  in  a  considerable  measure  the  support  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  I  promised  Mr.  Asquith  my  loyal  support  if  he  would  bring  in 
a  similar  Bill.  But  no,  he  chose  to  bring  in  a  Bill  which  was  supported  by 
the  champions  of  labour,  and  which  would  only  have  dealt  with,  I  belieTe, 
one-tentih  of  the  cases  which  were  not  dealt  with  by  the  Employers'  Liability 


This  is  one  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  most  favourite  of  misstatements— of 
which  he  can  be  convicted  out  of  his  own  mouth.  On  February  20th, 
1893,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  said  : — 

*'The  present  law  provides  for  about  20  per  cent,  of  the  total  Accidents 
which  take  place." 

That  19  to  say  80  per  cent,  were  unprovided  for.  Mr.  Chamberlain 
now  says  that  Mr.  Asquith's  Bill  only  provided  for  "  one  tenth  "  of 
this  80  per  cent. — i.e.,  for  8  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  But  in  1893  he 
said : — 

'*The  new  law  proposes  to  provide  for  one-third  of  the  total — 33 
per  cent.    .    .    .  *' 

That  is  to  say,  Mr.  Chamberlain,  in  1900,  says  that  Mr.  Asquith's  BiU 
only  covered  a  quarter  of  the  ground  he  actually  admitted  it  did 
in  1893  ! 

(4)  Old-Age  Pensions  : — 

There  is  one  other  point  1  must  speak  about,  and  that  is  Old- Age 
Pensions.  I  am  accused  very  often  of  bringing  forward  programmes  and  my 
opponents — Sir  William  Harcoiurt,  for  instance,  and  others  who  have  given 
as  many  minutes  to  these  questions  concerning  the  welfare  of  the  working 
man  as  I  have  given  days  and  weeks — these  men  say,  *Bir.  Chamberlain 
brings  forward  programmes,  but  he  does  not  carry  them.'  That  is  absolutely 
the  reverse  of  the  fact.  Every  single  thing  of  importance  which  I  have 
brought  forward  at  different  times,  for  whidi  I  myself  have  prepared  pro- 
posals and  schemes  in  order  that  they  may  be  practically  carried  out,  every 
one  of  those  has  been  carried  into  law  except  the  old-ase  pensions.  But  we 
have  not  done  with  old-age  pensions.  I  am  not  dead  yet.  ...  I  will 
now  go  back  to  what  we  were  talking  about — old-age  pensions.  I  do  not  like 
very  much  the  use  of  that  word  ;  it  misrepresents  what  I  have  said  to  you  on 
many  previous  occasions  here.  .  .  .  What  1  promised  was  not  universal 
old-age  pensions,  which  1  do  not  believe  in  ;  what  I  promised  was  to  do  my 
utmost  to  enable  working  men  to  make  better  provision  for  their  old  ap. 
My  principle  is  to  help  those  who  help  themselves.  It  has  turned  out  to  be, 
I  i)erfectly  freely  admit,  a  much  more  difficult  matter  than  it  seemed  to  be  at 
firat.  I  have  given  days  and  nights  and  I  have  made  more  than  one  proposal, 
but  the  basis  of  my  proposal  substantially  has  always  been  this — if  a  working 
man  could  show,  when  he  had  got  to  the  age  of  65,  that  he  had  lived  a  decent, 
industrious,  honest  life,  if  he  had  made  any  provision  for  himself,  then  the 
State  should  come  in  and  increase  that  provision  and  he  should  be  put  io  a 
better  position.  Now  Councillor  Stevens  eomes  down  and  taunts  me  with 
having  done  nothing.  As  I  have  said,  the  tale  is  not  quite  told  yet.  Per- 
haps S  he  Mrill  give  me  time  I  shall  be  more  fortunate  than  I  have  been  in  the 
past.    .  . 

There  is,  at  any  rate,  one  true  sentence  here  :  "  I  do  not  like  very  much 
the  use  of  that  word  ** — ^the  word  being  Old- Age  Pensions. 
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On  September  22nd  Mr.  Chamberlain  gloried 
Mr.  Chamberlain    in  the  fact  that  he  did  say  "  suzerain."  More, 
AND  Suzerainty,     he  claimed  that  in  doing  so  he  only  followed 
Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  : — 

*'  Our  opponents  say  that  these  negotiations  were  provocative  on  the  part 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary.  Well,  in  the  first  place,  every  despatch  of  impor- 
tance was  submitted  to  the  Cabinet,  and  was  the  despatch  of  the  whole 
Cabinet  and  not  of  one  member.  But  in  the  second  place  it  is  absolutely 
untrue  that  there  was  any  provocation  given  in  any  sentence  or  any  word  in 
any  one  of  these  negotiations  from  first  to  last.  I  have  challenged  them 
again  and  again  not  to  make  this  general  statement.  I  challenged  Sir  Henry 
C^pbell-i&nnerman.  Now  I  challenge  him  when  he  next  speaks.  He  has 
made  this  charge  against  me ;  I  challenge  him  to  prove  it.  1  challenge  him 
to  find  one  single  word  in  any  of  the  despatches  which  can  properly  be 
described  as  a  provocative  word  or  a  provocative  sentence.  I  challenged  Sir 
William  Harcourt  some  time  ago,  but  I  suppose  I  have  exhausted  his  power 
of  reply.  What  was  his  reply  1  He  said  that  in  one  of  these  despatches  I 
had  asserted  the  suzerainty  of  the  Queen.  Yes,  I  did  so.  Indeed,  I  should 
have  been  unworthy  of  my  position  if  I  had  not  done  so  ;  but  who  is  he  to 
accuse  me  of  having  asserted  the  suzerainty  of  the  Queen  ?  At  the  time  he 
made  the  statement  I  did  not  know  what  I  know  now  and  what  I  am  going  to 
tell  you.  I  have  found  out  since  that  this  suzerainty  of  the  Queen  in  almost 
the  exact  words  which  I  used  in  my  despatch  was  asserted  by  Mr.  Buxton, 
the  late  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies— asserted  in  the  House  of 
Commons  with  Sir  William  Harcourt  sitting  by  his  side — and  yet  the 
assertion  of  that  again,  which  could  be  made  without  offence  by  Mr.  Buxton, 
which  was  accepted  at  the  time  by  Sir  William  Harcourt,  is  now  brought 
forward  as  a  proof  of  the  provocative  disposition  of  the  new  diplomacy  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary." 

Well,  let  lis  see  what  Mr.  Buxton  said.  He  was  answering  a  question 
put  to  him  by  Sir  Ellis  Ashmead-Bartlett  in  Parliament  on  February 
28th,  1895 

"As  regards  the  question  of  suzerainty,  it  is  a  somewhat  doubtful 
question  as  to  what  extent  the  suzerainty,  created  under  the  Convention  of 
1881,  was  continued  by  the  Convention  of  1884.  But  the  matter  is  not  one 
of  much  importance,  inasmuch  as  the  essence  of  the  suzerainty  was  con- 
tained in  Clause  4  of  the  Convention  of  1884,  which  deals  with  the  external 
relations  of  the  South  African  Republic.  This  clause  remains  in  full  and 
effective  force  ;  and,  as  I  have  stated  on  two  occasions  lately  in  the  House, 
under  Article  IV.  of  the  London  Convention  of  1884,  the  South  African 
Republic,  as  regards  its  foreign  relations,  is,  and  remains,  within  the  sphere 
of  British  influence,  and  can  conclude  no  Treaty  or  engagement  with  any 
state  or  nation  (with  the  exception  of  the  Orange  Free  State)  until  the  same 
has  been  submitted  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  for  her  approval." 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  not  anywhere  any  assertion  that  suzer- 
ainty was  claimed  on  behalf  of  Qreat  Britain.  But  the  matter  can  be 
carried  further.  There  were  two  supplementary  questions  which  Mr. 
Sydney  Buxton  answered : — 

^*Sir  £.  Ashmead-Babtlett  said  the  hon.  gentleman  had  not  answered 
whether  the  Queen's  suzerainty  had  been  abrogated  by  any  treaty  or  public 
document. 

**Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  repeated  that  it  was  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
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the  Convention  of  1884  had  not  superseded  the  preamble  and  the  clause  of 
the  Convention  of  1881. 

Mr.  T.  Gibson  Bowles  :  Does  not  the  hon.  gentleman  know  whether 
there  is  suzerainty  or  not  ? 

**  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  :  I  have  already  stated  the  question  about  which 
there  is  doubt.  But,  as  regards  the  practical  question,  really  the  only 
matter  of  any  importance  is  fully  confirmed  by  Clause  4  of  the  Convention 
of  1884,  which  we  certainly  intend  to  uphold." 

That  is  to  say,  so  far  from  Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  claiming  suzerainty, 
two  Tory  members  actually  criticised  him  because  he  did  not  do  so. 
Yet  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  the  eflfrontery  (it  is  nothing  less)  to  say  that 
all  he  did  was  to  repeat  what  Mr.  Buxton  had  said. 


We  are  generally  told  that  the  war  was 
Whose  War  1       "  inevitable  " — that   the    Government  is  no 
more  responsible  for  it  than  if  it  were  a 
thunderstorm.    Yet  Mr.  Chamberlain  actually  claimed  credit  for  it. 
Speaking  at  Lichfield  on  October  8th,  he  said : — 

**  When  you  have  a  Grovemment  which  consists,  as  this  Government  doea. 
of  something  like  nineteen  gentlemen  who  are  in  the  Cabinet,  no  one  man 
has  any  right  to  take  credit  for  any  of  their  actions.  Do  you  suppose  that 
if  I  had  endeavoured  to  persuade  my  colleagues,  including  men  like  Lord 
Salisbury,  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  and  Mr.  Balfour,  to  do  something  which 
^ey  knew  to  be  wrong,  that  they  would  have  allowed  me  to  do  it  ?  The 
idea  is  perfectly  absurd.    The  war  is  the  war  of  the  whole  €rovemment." 

The  Standard^  on  October  9th,  said  precisely  the  same  thing  : — 

The  South  African  war  was  the  work  of  Lord  Salisbury's  Ministry  as  a 
whole." 

But  if  the  war  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  positive  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  it  to  be  the  greatest 
crime  of  the  century. 


We  called  attention  last  month  to  the 
Lord  Portsmouth's  accession  to  the  party  of  certain  notable  recroits 
Return  to  Liberalism,  (see  page  474).    To  the  list  then  given  most 
now  be  added  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Ports- 
mouth, who  on  October  1st  wrote  to  Mr.  Boraston,  secretary  of  the 
Liberal  Unionist  Association  : — 

I  am  writing  to  ask  you  to  kindly  remove  my  name  from  the  Liberal 
Unionist  Council  and  Association.  I  am  very  sorry  to  part  com^ny  with  a 
body  of  gentlemen  for  whom  I  entertain  personal  respect  and  with  whom  I 
have  ever  had  the  most  pleasant  personal  relations,  but  I  am  no  longer  able 
to  share  their  political  views,  or  to  understand  their  public  position.  I  haw 
anxiously  waited  to  study  the  manifestoes  and  utterances  of  the  official 
Liberal  Unionist  leaders.  Home  Rule  has  nothing  to  do  with  this  election, 
and  is  wisely  ignored,  as  a  matter  in  regard  to  which  neither  prejudice  nor 
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paasioD  can  be  concerned  ;  but  as  to  Liberalism,  which  is  still  made  the  prefix 
to  Unionism,  not  a  single  Liberal  reform  is  mentioned  or  alluded  to.  The 
oonstituences  are  asked  to  support  the  Gk)vemment  because  they  have 
blundered  into  a  war  without  preparation,  and  to  believe  that  the  present 
administration  of  the  War  Office,  whose  incompetency  is  admitted,  is  capable 
— even  if  it  were  determined — to  give  effect  to  the  far-reaching  and 
democratic  reforms  that  are  needed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Liberal  party 
bave  committed  themselves  to  a  proper  recognition  of  our  national  respon- 
sibilities and  to  a  drastic  reform  of  our  spending  departments  and  national 
defences.  Feeling,  therefore,  confident  that  the  honour  of  the  country  is  as 
safe  in  Liberal  as  in  Tory  hands,  and  feeling  that  Liberal  Unionism — having 
exercised  no  Liberal  influence  on  the  Government  or  party — has  degenerated 
into  a  mere  device  for  obtaining  Liberal  votes  for  Conservative  uses,  I  have 
no  alternative  but  to  withdraw  from  a  position  which,  without  imputing 
motives  to  others,  appears  to  me  a  false  if  not  practically  a  dishonest  one.'* 

Xiord  Portsmouth,  as  Lord  Lymington,  was  formerly  member  for  th© 
South  Molten  Division,  first  as  a  Liberal,  then  as  a  Liberal  Unionist. 


The  **  Scotsman  "  Scotsman  has  done  the  Liberal  Publica- 

ASD  Liberal  Leaflet,  tion  Department  the  honour  of  attacking  it  in  a 
leading  article  on  October  2nd : — 

*  Liberal  leaflets '  flutter  all  over  the  land  in  the  wake  of  Radical  candi 
dates.  They  are  shoddy  specimens  of  their  kind,  and  by  the  quality,  style, 
and  appearance  of  the  stuif  of  which  they  are  composed  suggest  that  the 
manufactories  of  leaflets  on  both  sides  of  the  Border  find  themselves  un- 
usually  short  of  electioneering  material  that  will  stand  washing  and  wearing. 
Dependence  is  evidently  put  on  the  ignorance  or  short  memories  of  Radical 
electors.  Thus  a  document  which  has  found  its  way  down  from  London  to 
the  wilds  of  Invemess-shire  leads  ofi*  by  summing  up,  as  among  the  perform- 
ances of  the  Crovemment  promises  of  a  strong  forei^  policy,  '  surrenders  of 
British  interests  in  Siam,  Tunis,  Madagascar,  China,  and  West  Africa  ; 
failure  of  British  policy  in  the  Armenian  and  Cretan  question.'  Those  of 
the  voters  of  Inverness  County  who  are  conversant  with  the  course  of  recent 
events  do  not  need  to  read  further  ;  the  statement  is  a  clot  of  misrepresenta- 
tion and  invention,  and  what  follows  is  like  unto  it.  Similar  accuracy,  com- 
bined with  a  worse  display  of  taste,  is  revealed  in  another  leaflet  which  has 
been  shed  from  the  same  productive  Tree  of  Lies  on  the  electors  of  Leith, 
and  doubtless  upon  those  of  other  constituencies  as  well.  It  puts  the  grossest 
Radical  calummes  and  mendacities  into  the  mouth  of  Lord  Salisbury,  in  the 
form  of  soliloquy.  The  Prime  Minister  is  made  to  proclaim,  among  other 
things-— such  as  '  the  rottenness  of  poor  Sir  Michael's  finance,'  *  the  growing 
infirmities  of  my  nephew's  temper,  and  so  forth — that  *  my  doles  to  myseS 
and  the  other  landlords  of  England,  large  as  they  were,  are  mere  flea-bites 
when  we  are  spending  a  hundred  millipns  of  pounds  sterling  on  crushing  the 
quaai-independence  of  a  lot  of  psalm-singing  Dutch  farmers.'  These 
wretched  and  lying  gibes  are,  of  course,  not  worth  answering  ;  one  can  only 
look  and  pass  on." 

The  "  clot  of  misrepresentation  and  invention  "  happens  to  be  true. 
As  to  Lord  Salisbury's  "  soliloquy,"  perhaps  it  was  too  much  to  expect 
that  the  Scotsmcm  would  appreciate  it.  But  a  little  sense  of  humour — 
just  a  very  little — would  have  saved  the  Scotsnum  from  an  attack  as 
ill-mannered  as  it  is  ill-conceived. 
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In  the  Handbook,  "Five  Years  of  Tory 
Lord  Londonderry  Government,"  published  by  the  Liberal  Publica- 
AND  THE  Irish  Dole,  tion  Department,  at  page  14,  there  occurs  the 
following  passage : — 

*  We  take  from  the  Daily  News  the  following  table,  showing  the  aam 
receivable  by  Irish  landowners  under  the  Act.  (Valuation  of  1^3  from 
Thorn's  Directory ;  26  per  cent,  taken  off  that  valuation  for  agricultunl 
depression.)   Average  Poor  Rate  (Ireland)  Is.  4jd.  in  the  £  : — 


Landowner. 

Rental, 

Dole. 

Motto. 

£27,909 

£930 

Lord  Londonderry  has  written  to  the  Newcaatle  Daily  Chronicle  to 
say  that  this  is  inaccurate  : — 

**  As  a  matter  of  fact,  my  gain  under  the  Act  amounts  to  under  £150 
per  annum." 

This  does  not  at  all  afifect  the  principle  involved,  but  we  are  none  the 
less  sorry  that  the  figure  given  should  have  been  incorrect,  and  we  desire 
to  express  to  Lord  Londonderry  our  regret  that  any  overstatement 
should  have  been  made  as  to  the  amount  of  his  gain  under  the  Irish 
Local  Government  Act. 


It  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at  that 
The  "Villainous    Lord  George  Hamilton  should  be  angry  and 
Misrepresentation."  annoyed  at  finding  himself  constantly  con- 
fronted with  the  famous  extract  from  his  <^d 
speech,  which  has  now  become  classic  : — 

It  is  to  safeguard  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  friends  not  only  while 
we  are  in  office,  but  even  in  the  contingency  of  our  being  out,  that  we  have 
acted  throughout." 

But  Lord  George  Hamilton,  instead  of  being  angry  with  himself  (as  he 
might  well  be)  has  once  more  tried  to  make  out  that  the  use  made 
this  extract  is  unfair.    He  has  written  to  a  correspondent : — 

^*  You  have  only  to  read  the  speech  from  which  this  extract  purports  to 
be  taken  to  see  what  a  villainous  misrepresentation  the  words  as  used  by  the 
journal  in  Question  {tiie  Morning  Leader)  are.  The  speech  will  be  found  in 
the  Times,  iJovember  17th,  1897." 

The  insinuation  (conveyed  in  the  word  "  purport ")  that  the  words  are 
not  correctly  quoted  may  be  dismissed  at  once.  The  words  are  quoted 
exactly  as  given  in  the  very  report  to  which  Lord  George  Hamilton 
refers.  But  is  Lord  George  Hamilton  helped  by  the  context  t  We 
quote  in  full  the  passage  leading  up  to  the  extract : — 

''Bear  in  mind  that  we,  in  accordance  with  our  election  pledges,  have 
been  compelled  to  deal  with  serious  and  most  difficult  questions,  such  as  the 
agrarian  difficulty  in  Ireland,  the  industrial  difficulty  in  this  country,  and, 
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the  most  difficult  perhaps  of  all  questions,  the  religious  difficulty  associated 
with  our  system  of  national  education.  Now  we  claim,  in  connection  with 
every  one  of  these  difficulties,  that  we  have  had  an  arrangement  that  was  not 
made  to  catch  votes  or  just  to  tide  over  a  difficulty  for  a  moment,  but  which 
will  stand  the  test  of  experience.  Let  me  just  give  another  illustration. 
Next  year  we  shall  have  to  deal  with  a  question  to  which  both  sides  are 
pledged — local  administration  in  Ireland.  If  we  can  succeed,  as  I  hope  we 
may  do,  in  safecuarding  the  interest  of  our  friends  in  Ireland,  and  at  the 
same  time  establishing  a  sound  snrstem  of  local  government,  we  shall  knock 
the  bottom  out  of  Home  Rule,  and  whenever  there  is  at  all  a  change  of  public 
opinion,  and  Unionist  principles  are  not  so  much  predominant  as  now,  our 
loyalist  friends  in  Ireland  will  be  safer  and  more  secure  than  before.  And 
therefore  do  not  let  anyone  ever  think  that  we  have  acted  in  the  least  with 
a  view  of  catching  votes  of  our  opponents  by  sacrificing  our  friends.  It  is  to 
ftafegxmrd  and  protect  the  interests  of  our  friends^  not  only  while  toe  are  in 
office^  hitt  even  in  the  contingency  of  otir  being  oitf,  that  we  have  a^ted 
throngh^^it. " 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  words  in  italics  are  general  in  their  application 
— the  reference  to  Ireland  was  only  by  way  of  illustration.  Lord 
George  Hamilton  only  does  himself  a  grave  injustice  when  he  talks 
about  "villainous  misrepresentation."  He  may  regret  his  frankness, 
but  the  only  person  against  whom  he  has  any  case  is — himself. 


In  the  North  Norfolk  election,  two  of  the 
Lord  Hastings      tenants  of  Lord  Hastings — Mr.  Hammond,  a 
AND  HIS  Tenants,     large  farmer,  and  Mr.  Cooper,  a  small  occupier 
— had  the  hardihood  to  be  energetic  in  support 
of  Sir  Brampton  Gurdon,  the  Liberal  candidate.    A  day  or  two  after 
the  poll  they  received  notice  to  quit.    Lord  Hastings  would  have  ua 
believe  that  the  whole  thing  is  merely  an  interesting  coincidence : — 

"  I  instructed  my  agent,  Mr.  Wright,  some  months  ago,  before  my  recent 
illness,  to  serve  notices  at  the  proper  time  on  Mr.  Hammond  and  Mr. 
Cooper,  and  those  notices  were  Griven  in  due  course  on  the  day  before 
Michaelmas  Day,  and  they  would  have  been  so  given  whether  the  election 
in  Nortli  Norfolk  took  place  this  autumn  or  next.* 

But,  unfortunately  for  this  engaging  theory,  Lord  Hastings  himself 
said  to  Mr.  Hammond  in  a  letter : — 

**The  reason  you  have  received  notice  to  quit  your  farm  is  that  I  am 
anxious  to  have  a  tenant  who  would  act  on  more  friendly  terms  with  his 
landlord,  and  also  one  not  so  hostile  to  the  clergy  and  everything  connected 
with  the  Church  of  England." 

This  was  explained  in  an  interview  by  Lord  Hastings's  agent : — 

Mr.  Hammond  would  have  to  go,  and  whoever  succeeded  him  would 
have  to  be  a  ffood  Tory.  How  could  he  expect  to  be  allowed  to  go  about  in 
the  heart  of  the  estate  unsaying  what  his  landlord  was  saying,  and  trying  to 
undo  what  his  landlord  was  domg  ?  " 

It  is  now  said  that  Mr.  Hammond's  land  is  wanted  for  building 
purposes ;  that  he  is  not  a  good  farmer,  etc.,  etc.  But  the  apologiai 
of  Lord  ELastings  and  his  agent  are  quite  sufficient  for  the  ordinary 
citizen  to  draw  the  correct  inference. 
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GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS : 
THE  CHAMBERLAIN  "  INTEREST  "  IN  THEM. 


In  the  few  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  Gteneral  Election  and 
the  course  of  the  election  itself,  public  attention  was  directed  by  a 
series  of  articles  in  the  Morning  Leader  to  the  extraordinary  extent  to 
which  Mr.  Chamberlain,  and  various  members  of  his  &mily  were 
identified  with  companies  supplying  war  material  and  equipment  to  the 
War  Office  and  the  Admiralty.  In  view  of  the  interest  which  the 
subject  has  aroused,  and  the  fragmentary  manner  in  which  it  wab 
necessarily  presented  to  the  public,  we  have  thought  it  desirable  to  set 
out  a  connected  account  of  the  whole  matter. 


On  May  1st  of  this  year,  owing  to  various 
The  Kynoch       allegations  of  fraud  and  irregularity  in  con- 
CoNTRACTS.         nection  with  War  Office  contracts,  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  subject.    The  original  object  of  the  Committee'H 
enquiry  was  principally  the  contracts  in  connection  with  the  supplies 
for  the  war,  but  in  the  course  of  their  proceedings  information  came  to 
light  which  gave  special  prominence  to  contracts  for  cordite. 

It  was  suggested  that  undue  preference  has  been  shown  to  the 
firm  of  Kynochs  Limited,  with  which  certain  members  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain's  family  are  intimately  connected.  The  facts  seem  to  be 
these  : — In  January,  1900,  the  Admiralty  made  a  requisition  for 
2,240,0001b.  of  cordite.  The  system  is  for  the  Admiralty  to  make 
the  requisition  on  the  War  Office.  The  War  Office  invites  tenders 
from  the  firms  on  the  War  Office  list — but  the  final  allocation  of  the 
order  rests  with  the  Admiralty.  Kynochs  tendered,  and  their  tenders 
were  some  of  the  highest  sent  in.  Nevertheless  the  Admiralty  officials 
proposed  to  allocate  the  whole  order  between  Kynochs  and  one  other 
firm,  upon  condition  that  Kynochs  reduced  their  tender  price  from 
2s.  6d.  a  lb.  to  2s.  3d.  a  lb.  The  details  of  this  proposal  seem  to  have 
leaked  out  and  produced  a  protesting  telegram  from  Nobels,  one  of 
the  competing  firms.  Further  the  proposal  itself  elicited  the  following 
very  pointed  minute  from  the  Director  of  Army  Contracts: — 

There  are  one  or  two  points  in  tho  foregoing  proposal  of  the  Admiralty 
to  which  we  think  your  attention  must  be  drawn. 

1.  They  allot  to  the  National  Explosives  Company  360,000  lb.  more 

than  the  Company  tender  for.  This  may  not  be  material,  as  this 
part  of  the  order  is  spread  into  next  year. 

2.  Ijie  lowest  price  at  which  Messrs.  Kynoch  tender  is  2s.  6d.  a  lb. 

The  order  given  to  them  is  accompanied  by  the  condition  that  they 

are  to  execute  it  at  28.  Sd.  a  lb. 
X  Other  firms,  including  Messrs.  Nobel,  tendering  at  lower  prices  than 

Messrs.  Kynoch,  are  entirely  passed  over." 
(^ormnunications  passed  between  the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty 
with  the  result  that  finally  less  than  one-seventh  of  the  whole  orda* 
was  allotted  to  Kynochs  and  at  their  original  contract  price. 


Digitized  by 


November,  1900.] 


THK  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


535 


The  Admiralty  OflScials  justified  their  proposed  preference  for 
Kynoch  by  quoting  a  very  startling  War  Office  precedent.  : — 

'*In  1898  the  National  Explosiyes  Company  quoted  certain  cordites,  size 
30,  at  Is.  10|d.  Kynoch  quoted  at  2s.  4jd.  'Die  Director  of  Contracts  asked 
Kynochs — sent  him  a  tender  form  as  I  imderstand — to  tender  at  Is.  lOJd., 
and  he  did  so." 

No  similar  opportunity  was  given  to  other  firms  to  revise  their 
tenders.  Mr.  Powell- Williams  justified  the  proceeding  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  made  under  pressure  from  some  of  the  Irish  Members.  A 
similar  special  privilege  seems  to  have  been  accorded  to  Kynochs  in  1894. 

The  reasons  given  by  the  Admiralty  Officials  for  this  pointed  prefer- 
ence turn  out  to  be  ludicrously  wide  of  the  mark.  So  far  from  being 
the  most  punctual  firm,  they  seem  throughout  to  have  been  most 
dilatory  in  the  execution  of  their  orders,  while  as  to  the  quality  of 
their  products  the  following  paragraph  from  the  report  of  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Warlike  Stores  for  March,  1900,  speaks  for  itself : — 

**  [Kynochs]  have  manufactured  50,  30,  44,  20,  and  5  ;  unsuccessful  with 
50,  44,  and  20  ;  fairly  successful  with  sizes  20  and  5.  Taking  all  sizes  the 
proportion  of  acceptea  to  rejected  on  the  present  contracts  is  46  to  54  per 
cent.  The  foreign  matter  found  in  a  great  number  of  lots  during  May  and 
June  was  very  unsatisfactory.  The  large  quantity  of  cordite  sent  in  within 
the  last  ten  days  cannot  be  considered  satisfactory,  while  the  company  give 
trouble  regarding  marking  and  small  details." 

In  fact  the  extraordinary  afifection  which  the  Admiralty  seem  to 
have  developed  for  Kynochs  still  remains  an  unexplained  mystery. 

A  trenchant  paragraph  calling  attention  to  these  circumstances  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  McKenna,  but  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  at  the 
close  of  the  Session  were  "  rushed "  with  such  precipitation  that  no 
adequate  time  was  left  to  consider  it,  and  the  Committee  contented 
themselves  with  the  following  paragraph  : — 

"  As  regards  cordite  your  Committee  are  satisfied  that  the  orders  were 
allocated  with  the  single  obiect  of  securing  the  best  results  to  the  public 
service.  Your  Committee,  however,  consider  that  in  any  case  in  which  it 
might  be  thought  desirable  to  allow  a  tender  to  be  modified,  a  like 
opportunity  should  be  afibrded  to  all  the  firms  tendering. 
It  should  here,  perhaps,  be  mentioned  that  the  Chairman  of 
Kynochs  is  Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain,  holding  110  preference  and 
3,216  ordinary  shares.  The  total  interest  of  the  Chamberlain  family 
in  the  Company,  taking  the  shares  at  their  par  value,  is  £75,260. 


The  disclosures  in  connection  with  Kjniochs 
The  Other      and  Mr.  Chamberlain^s  declaration  in  Parlia- 
CoMPANiES.         ment  (see  page  539)  naturally  led   to  an 
examination  of  the  share  lists  of  five  other 
companies  located  at  Birmingham,  all  to  some  extent  connected  with 
Admiralty  and  War  Office  contracts.    These  companies  are,  Hoskins 
and  Son,  Limited ;  Elliott's  Metal  Company,  Limited ;  The  Birmingham 
Small  Arms  Company,  Limited ;  Tubes,  Limited ;  and  The  Birmingham 
Trust,  Limited.    The  extent  of  the  Chamberlain  interest  in  these  com- 
panies (including  Kynochs)  is  shown  by  the  table  on  the  next  pa^* 
Taking  the  shares  at  their  par  value  it  represents  a  total  of  i£337,87o. 


Digitized  by 


536 


THB  LIBERAL  MAOAZIKK. 


[November,  190Q. 


THK  BrRMDB^ 

Members  of  one  family  are  bracketed  together.  The  Tbitst. 
Relationships  indicated  are  to  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

£10  Pref.  £lBi 


Rt.  Hon.  Joseph  Chamberlain,  M.P  

Mrs.  Chamberlain  

Austen  Chamberlain,  M.P.   

Neville  Chamberlain 

Miss  Florence  Ida  Chamberlain  

Miss  Beatrice  Mary  Chamberlain   

Arthur  Chamberlain  ( Brother) 

Arthur  Chamberlain,  jun  

Miss  Katherine  Chamberlain   

Miss  Bertha  Chamberlain   

Walter  Chamberlain  (flro^^5r)   

Herbert  Chamberlain  (Brotl^er)  

Mrs.  Clara  Ryland  (n^e  Chamberlain)  (Stater)  ... 

T.  W.  Ryland   

Arthur  and  Herbert  Chamberlain   

The  Right  Hon.  William  Kenrick  (Brother-in-law) 

J.  Arthur  Kenrick  (Brother-in-law)   

O.  H.  Kenrick  (Brother-in-law)  ... 

W.  B.  Kenrick   

J.  A.  Kenrick   

G.  O.  Kennck   

A.  C.  Kenrick 

J.  S.  Nettlefold  (Cousin)  

Mrs.  Margaret  Nettlef old   , 

J.  S.  Nettlefold  and  others   


1000 

100 
50 


490 

100 
100 


50 
70 


1 


60 
20 
160 


134 


Chamberlain  and  Stewart 
Arthur  Chamberlain  and  two  others 
Herbert  Chamberlain  and  two  others 
Austen  Chamberlain 
Mrs.  CInra  Ryland 
T.  W.  Ryland 
Birmingham  Trust 


(ExecutOTB  ofF.  Ryland^  \ 
deceased  j 
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YNOCHS. 

B*GHAM 

Arms  Co. 

HOSKINS. 

Elliott's 

>  Metal. 

5f. 

£10  Ord. 

£5. 

£5Pref. 

£5  Ord. 

£10  l»ref. 

£10  Ord. 
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Thf  rnnPAviiM  ^®         propose  to  state  very  briefly  the 

nature  and  objects  of  the  several  compamas 

IN  J^ETAILa  •        J  J. 

referred  to : — 

1.  Jloskins  and  Sons,  Limited, — ^This  is,  perhaps,  the  moKt 
extraordinary  of  the  whole  series.  As  a  glance  at  the  above  table  will 
show,  the  whole  of  the  shares,  with  some  insignificant  exoeptiona,  are 
held  by  members  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  family,  most  of  them  living 
under  his  own  roof.  The  company  advertise  themselves  as  "  Con- 
tractors to  the  Admiralty,"  and  describe  themselves  as  manufacturers 
of  "bag,  shot,  and  shell  racks  and  all  similar  fittings  for  H.M.  Navy." 
It  should  be  added  that  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  one  of  the  chief 
shareholders,  is  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  In  ortier,  no  doubt,  to 
cope  with  an  Act  of  George  III.,  which  forbids  members  of  Parliament 
to  share  in  Government  contracts,  except  as  members  of  trading 
partnerships  comprising  at  least  ten  members,  the  number  of  share- 
holders is  made  up  to  twelve  by  the  addition  of  clerks  with  nominal 
holdings. 

2.  The  Birtningham  Small  Arms  Company,  Limited. — The  Chairman 
of  this  company  is  Mr.  Herbert  Chamberlain.  Besides  its  well-known 
trade  in  cycle  fittings,  it  has  large  contracts  with  the  War  Office,  turn- 
ing out  rifles  for  the  Government  at  the  rate  of  1,000  per  week. 

3.  Elliotts  Metal  Company,  Limited. — Up  to  1897  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain himself  was  a  shareholder  in  this  company.  It  is  said  to  supply 
large  quantities  of  material  to  Naval  Dockyards,  and  to  subsist  chiefly 
on  Admiralty  contracts. 

4.  Tvhea,  Limited. — This  wm  originally  a  company  for  the  manu- 
facture of  bicycle  tubes.  In  January,  1899,  Mr.  Arthur  Chamberlain 
assumed  the  chairmanship,  and  the  company  then  took  to  manu£ftctar- 
ing  boiler  tubes.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  company  reported  that 
its  business  had  been  pra4:tically  confned  to  making  the  weUUess  tubes 
required  for  uxUer-tube  boilers  by  the  British  Admiralty  T  The  orders 
placed  by  the  Admiralty  with  the  firm  have  increased  of  late  so  much 
that  they  have  had  to  enlarge  their  works  by  taking  in  those  of  another 
company. 

5.  The  Birmingham  Trust,  Limited. — This  is  an  investment  com- 
pany, in  which  it  will  be  observed  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  holds 
shares  to  the  value  of  £15,000.  It  holds  shares  in  both  Tubes, 
Limited,  and  Elliott's  Metal  Company,  Limited.  A  shareholder  in  the 
Trust  is  thus  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  shareholder  in  both  these 
companies. 


The  disclosures  of  the  Morning  Leader — dis- 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  closures  which,  be  it  remembered,  were  made  by 
Declarations.      the  simple  process  of  searching  the  roister  at 
Somerset  House — are  all  the  more  extraordinair 
in  view  of  Mr.  Chamberlain's  previous  public  declarations.  The 
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quefition  of  the  Cordite  contracts  was  alluded  to  on  August  8th  in  the 
debate  on  the  Appropriation  Bill.  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  a  speech  in 
which  he  went  out  of  his  way  to  observe  : — 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  have  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  Kynochs,  or 
any  other  firm  making  ammunition  or  war  material." 

As  it  now  appears  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  is  directly  interested 
(through  the  Birmingham  Trust)  in  Tubes,  Limited — a  firm  which 
lives  upon  the  supply  of  boiler  tubes  to  the  Navy — and  Elliott^s 
Metal  Company,  who  also  are  Admiralty  contractors,  and  irvdirectly 
interested  in  a  third  firm  of  Admiralty  contractors  (Hoskins  and 
Company),  it  is  difficult  to  understand  what  Mr.  Chamberlain  can  have 
been  thinking  of  when  he  made  this  declaration.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  committed  himself  on  this  subject  in 
this  apparently  reckless  manner.  One  would  have  thought  that  the 
delicacy  of  his  personal  position  would  have  imposed  upon  him  a  more 
than  usual  reticence.  The  very  opposite  seems  to  be  the  case.  In  the 
famous  cordite  debate  (June  2l8t,  1895),  which  destroyed  the  last 
Liberal  administration,  he  observed  : — 

'*  He  believed  he  was  the  first  member  who  had  risen  who  had  any  kind 
4»f  connection,  thrwufh  his  constUueficyj  with  the  manufacture  of  cordite.  He 
did  not  think  the  cordite  was  actually  manufactured  in  Birmingham,  but  the 
firm  of  Kynoch  and  Co.,  whose  headquarters  were  at  Aston,  a  suburb  of 
Birmingham,  were  cordite  manufacturers,  and,  therefore,  he  had  the 
le^imate  inter&it  in  the  matter  which,  as  reprtsenting  his  constiiueiUs,  he 
might  be  expected  to  have." 

He  even  speaks  as  though  he  desired  to  push  the  business  of  his 
brother's  company : — 

*'In  the  first  place,  he  wanted  to  ask  a  Question  of  the  Secretary  for 
War.  .  .  .  What  was  the  extent  of  the  orders  given  to  Kynoch 
and  Co.  ?" 

If  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  explained  to  the  House  that  his  relatives  held 
shares  in  the  company  (which  this  year  represent  a  par  value  of  X75,260) 
he  would  have  indicated  an  "  interest  "  which,  if  not  quite  so  "  legiti- 
mate," would  have  been,  at  any  rate,  more  convincing  than  the 
circumstance  that  the  company,  which  manufactures  cordite  in  Ireland, 
has  its    headquarters  at  Aston,  a  suburb  of  Birmingham." 


Mr.  Austen  Austen  Chamberlain,  "  having  had  his 

Chamberlain's      attention  called  to  a  newspaper  article  concem- 
Apology  connection  with  a  firm  described  as 

Admiralty  contractors,"  has  issued  the  follow- 
ing official  defence  in  the  form  of  a  letter  to  *•  a  correspondent "  : — 

**  Highbury,  Moor  Green,  Birmingham,  SSeptember  20Ui, 
**  Sib, — I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  with  a  copy  of 
the  Aiofning  Leader  of  the  18th  inst.,  and  in  reply  to  inform  you  that,  as 
therein  stated,  I  hold  600  shares  in  Hoskins  and  Son  (Limited).    When  the 
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Company  was  formed  the  firm  was  doing  a  small  trade  in  certain  shipe^ 
fittings  with  the  Admiralty,  and  this  has  been  continued  by  the  Company, 
but  this  is  only  an  infinit^imal  proportion  of  the  Company's  busineaa,  aiid 
does  not  consist  of  warlike  stores.  It  is  absolutely  untrue  that  it  is,  as 
alleged  by  the  Mnming  Leader,  any  part  of  my  duty  as  Civil  Lord  of  th* 
Admiralty  to  deal  with  such  contracts.  They  never  come  before  me  and  I 
have  never  expressed  any  opinion  upon  them.  The  article  in  the  Morni»p 
Leader  is  the  latest,  but  doubtless  not  the  last,  attempt  on  the  part  (if 
certain  people,  whose  policy  has  discredited  them  in  the  eyes  of  th^ 
countrymen,  to  avenge  themselves  by  a  campaign  of  slander  against  their 
political  opponents.— Your  faithfully,  Austen  Chaubeblain." 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  himself  ift 
conscious  of  very  much  cogency  in  this  transparent  defence.  Briefly  it 
is  that  the  business  done  between  Hoskins  and  Co.  and  the  Admiralty 
is  not  a  large  one.  The  scandal  is  not  the  extent  of  the  business,  bat 
the  violation  of  principle  involved  in  the  fact  that  Mr.  Austen 
Chamberlain,  as  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  has  put  himself  in  the 
position  of  being  a  contractor  with  his  own  Department.  The  singular 
thing  is  that,  to  judge  from  his  letter,  he  seems  to  see  nothing  which 
calls  for  comment  in  such  a  situation. 


In  tabulating  these  disclosures  it  is  not  to 
The  Principles      be  taken  that  we  make  any  charges  against  the 
Involved.  Colonial  Secretary  or  the  numerous  members  erf  i 

his  family  who  speculate  in  cordite,  boiler  tubes, 
rifles,  bagshot  and  shell  racks  and  other  war  materials.  It  is  to  thr 
possibilities  of  such  a  situation  that  we  think  it  necessary  to  direct 
public  attention.  It  appears  that  a  prominent  political  family  is  deeply 
interested  in  these  contracting  companies  to  the  tune  of  £338,000.  It  i« 
in  times  of  war  or  warlike  preparation  that  shareholders  in  such  ochd- 
panies  make  their  fortunes.  In  what  direction  is  it  likely — indeed  in  what 
direction  is  it  not  inevitable  that  the  influence  of  such  a  family  at  a  time 
of  national  crisis  will — consciously  or  unconsciously — be  thrown  T  The 
motives  which  operate  upon  men's  minds  are  often  curiously  indirect  luid 
obscure  even  to  themselves.  We  have  seen  that  Admiralty  and  War  Office 
officials  may — quite  honestly — develop  an  unexplained  but  distinctly  pre- 
ferential affection  for  a  company  which  has  been  dilatory  in  its  deliveries 
and  not  above  criticism  in  the  quality  of  its  products.  What  must  be 
the  effect  in  the  mind  of  a  departmental  official,  who  has  to  report  npoci 
a  contract,  to  know  that  some  of  his  departmental  chiefs  are  heavily 
interested  is  one  of  the  competing  fimis?  Is  there  not  something 
in  the  situation  above  disclosed  which  is  fundamentally  alien  to  the 
best  traditions  of  our  public  life  ?  Does  it  not  contain  an  el^nent 
which  must  be  repugnant  to  every  politician  of  ordinarily  sensitive 
honour  1  It  looks  as  though  Mr.  Chamberlain  were  disposed  to  r^ard 
the  matter  as  one  of  the  normal  developments  of  our  commercia]  | 
system,  and  to  treat  any  attempt  to  point  the  moral  of  it  as  an  | 
unwarrantable  intrusion  into  his  private  business.    This  was  not  alwap  i 
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the  standard  which  it  suited  him  to  apply  to  public  affairs.  When 
Lord  Kosmead  (then  Sir  Hercules  Robinson)  was  appointed  High 
Commissioner  of  South  Africa,  the  objection  was  raised  that  he  had  once 
held  shares  in  some  of  the  Rhodes  Companies.  Mr.  Chamberlain  on 
this  occasion  displayed  a  zeal  for  public  purity  which  it  is  still  edifying 
to  contemplate : — 

"I  may  admit  that  in  no  conceivable  circumstances  will  Sir  Hercules 
Robinson  be  improperly  influenced  by  his  previous  connection  with  these 
Bpeculations.  But  something  more  than  that  is  expected  of  a  person  who 
has  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Queen  in  a  Colonial  Government.  It  is 
not  only  necessary  that  he  should  be  pure,  but  like  Ccesar's  wife,  he  must  not 
be  suspected.'* 

Sach  was  the  high  standard  which  Mr.  Chamberlain  was  prepared 
to  apply  to  Colonial  governors.  Is  it  too  much  to  ask  that  it  should  be 
applied  to  Colonial  Secretaries  and  Civil  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ? 


POINTS  FROM  SPEKCHES. 


Oaptain  Haxrison.  Lichfleld,  September  17th,  1900. 

He  believed  the  party  to  which  he  belonged  required  curbing, 
and  that  the  party  to  which  the  Conservatives  belonged  required 
spurring  ;  and  in  the  alliance  between  the  two  they  had  a  happv 
combination  which  had  been  of  immense  advantage  to  the  country. 

From  the  Times,  September  ISth,  1900. 

We  never  thought  of  the  Liberal  Unionist  as  a  party  which 
required  "  curbing."  Still  Mr.  Courtney  Warner  beat  Captain  Harrison 
easily,  so  that  the  latter  may  be  regarded  as  satisfactorily  "  curbed." 


Mr.  Brodrick.  Oraaleigh,  September  24th,  1900. 

He  begged  any  man  present  who  had  any  doubt  as  to  which 
way  to  vote  to  remember  tnat  it  was  due  to  the  vacillating  utter- 
ances of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  and  others  that  the  Boers 
were  induced  to  begin  the  war,  and  that  it  was  due  to  the  continued 
speeches  of  their  opponents  that  they  were  induced  to  prolong  the 
war  long  after  they  had  any  hopes  of  winning,  because  they  thought 
it  possible  that  they  would  get  better  terms  after  tlie  general 
election  from  a  Liberal  Ministi^.  Under  these  circumstances  they 
had  to  put  down  a  great  deal  of  expenditure  of  money  and  a  great 
deal  of  the  loss  of  life  in  the  last  few  months  to  the  unfortunate 
partisanship  or  the  shortsighted  statesmanship  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Liberal  party." 

From  the  Times,  September  25^,  1900. 

This  is  the  sort  of  shameless  statement  which  even  Tory  Ministers 
palmed  oflf  upon  the  electors.    There  is  not  a  shred  of  evidence  to  show 
that  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannennan's  speeches  "  induced  "  the  Boers  to 
begin  the  war." 
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Mr.  Hanbury.  Preston,  September  21st,  190C 

"Criticising  the  War  Office,  he  said  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  Department  wanted  sifting  out  from  top  to  bottom." 

From  the  Times.  SepUmber  22nd,  1900. 

Well,  it  remains  to  be  seen  if  Mr.  Brodriek  will  be  much  of  a 
"  sifter." 


The  Duke  of  Deyonshire.  Bradford,  September  22nd,  1900. 

"  At  the  time  of  the  last  election  we  had  an  attack  upon  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  was  described  as  a  peril  to  the  nation.  We 
had  a  severe  attack  upon  the  Established  Church.  We  were 
threatened  with  temperance  legislation  of  a  compulsory  character. 
In  fact  I  cannot  recollect  all  the  wild  and  impossible  projects  which 
were  placed  in  the  Newcastle  programme,  but  I  know  very  well  that 
in  1895  there  was  not  aji  interest  or  an  industry  which  did  not 
consider  itself  exposed  to  mischievous  legislative  interference  ;  there 
was  not  any  form  of  property  which  did  not  consider  itself  open  to 
the  attacks.  Well,  gentlemen,  what  has  become  of  all  these  pro> 
l>osals  of  this  Newcastle  programme  ?  What  has  become  of  these 
disturbers  of  the  public  peace  and  of  the  public  confidence  ?  With 
the  defeat  of  Home  Rule,  with  the  discomfiture  of  that  band  of 
political  mercenaries  whose  votes  were  at  the  disposal  of  any  section 
who  would  undertake  to  help  them  to  repeal  the  Union,  the  authors 
of  those  projects  have  sunk  into  obscurity,  and  the  country  and 
Parliament  have  been  left  alone  to  follow  and  pursue  their  own 
business  and  to  undertake — slowly  perhaps,  but  surely — the  work  of 
moderate  and  practical  reform.  A  faint  outline  of  a  diluted 
Newcastle  programme  may,  I  think,  be  discerned  in  the  election 
addresses  of  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  and  Sir  William  Harcourt. 
The  electors  of  this  country  will  be  well  advised  if  one  of  the  objects 
which  they  will  bear  in  mind  as  set  before  them  is  to  keep  these 
various  factions  in  their  proper  places,  and  to  make  it  impossible  for 
them,  for  the  duration,  at  all  events,  of  another  Parliament,  to 
disturb  and  woiry  Parliament  and  the  country  by  a  renewed 
proposal  of  their  motley  and  mischievous  schemes.'* 

From  Vie  Times,  September  24ih,  1900. 

An  excellent  definition  of  the  work  of  Toryism — ^to  keep  reformers 
•  "  in  their  proper  places." 


Mr.  OhamberlaiiL  Birmingham,  September  22nd,  1900. 

'*  If  we  had  considered  party  interests  alone,  do  you  think  we 
should  have  taken  this  election  now,  when  220,000  men,  soldiers  of 
the  Queen,  all  of  whom  are  voters,  are  away  in  South  Africa,  and  are 
unable  to  record  their  opinion  of  the  cause  for  which  they  are 
gravely  giving  their  blood  and  their  lives  ? " 

From  Hie  Times,  8epU^Mber2^  1900. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  emphasise  the  ludicrous  untruthfulness 
of  this.    The  total  of  220,000  includes  all  the  Colonials,  none  of  whom 
have  votes,  the  Regulars,  very  few  of  whom  have,  whilst  of  the  rest — 
Volunteers,  Reservists,  etc., — by  no  means  all  are  electors. 
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The  Ihike  of  Deyonahire.  Bradford,  September  22iid,  1900. 

"  We  all  know  very  well  that  the  captain  of  a  cricketim;  eleven 
when  he  wins  the  toss  puts  his  own  side  in  or  his  adversaries  in  as  he 
thinks  is  most  favourable  to  his  prospects  of  winning,  and  if  there 
is  not  supposed  to  be  anything  unfair  about  that,  then  I  think  the 
English  people  would  think  it  very  odd  indeed  if  the  Prime 
Minister  and  the  leader  of  a  great  political  party  were  not  to  put  an 
electoral  question  to  the  country  at  a  moment  which  he  thinks  will 
not  be  most  unfavourable  to  his  own  side." 

From  the  Times,  September  2^th,  1900. 

What  a  confession — that  the  Khaki  Election  was  hustled  on  to  get 
a  second  lease  of  place  and  power ! 


Mr.  Balfour.  Manchester,  September  27th,  190Q 

What  a  change  had  come  over  these  politicians  I  They  were 
all  now  for  Army  reform.  They  were  all,  or  at  all  events  a  large 
section  of  them,  imbued  with  ideas  of  military  reform,  of  khaki,  and 
all  the  rest  of  it.  He  had  that  day  been  shown  an  election  card  of 
a  Home  Rule  candidate  in  which  he  appeared  in  all  the  glory  which 
could  be  conferred  upon  him  by  a  deputy-lieutenant's  uniform  and 
covered  with  Union  Jacks.  That  was  the  kind  of  card  the  Unionists 
had  been  issuing  for  many  years." 

From  the  Times,  September  2Sth,  1900. 
# 

Certainly  Mr.  Balfour  ought  to  know  all  the  facts  about  Union 
Jack  cards.    Is  there  not  his  own  famous  one  issued  in  1895  7 


Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach.  Bristol,  September  28th,  1900. 

**He  maintained  there  never  was  a  Grovemment  which  had 
fulfilled  more  of  its  promises  than  the  Gkivemment  which  now 
existed  ;  and  that  charge  of  not  fulfilling  pledges  came  ill  from 
those  who  wasted  the  b^t  part  of  three  years  m  little  else  than 
abortive  attempts  at  establishing  Home  Rule  in  Ireland  and 
disestablishing  and  disendowing  the  Church  in  Wales." 

From  the  Timbs,  September  29th,  1900. 

What  base  ingratitude  to  overlook  the  Budget  of  1894,  which  has 
given  Sir  Michael  every  single  one  of  his  surpluses. 


Hi.  Ohaplin.  Spalding,  October  10th,  1900. 

"  He  carefully  avoided  at  the  last  election  giving  any  pledge 
whatever  on  this  question,  and  unless  some  more  moderate  scheme 
could  be  devised  ihan  that  which  had  been  put  forward  he  did  not 
believe  any  Grovemment  or  any  Parliament  would  ever  sanction  such 
^  enormous  expenditure  for  such  a  limited  portion  of  the  popula- 
tion. They  must  look  in  the  first  instance  to  other  and  simpler 
means,  namely,  to  an  effective  form  of  poor  law  administration. 

From  the  Yorkshibe  Post,  October  llth,  1900. 

It  is  clear  from  this  that  the  Government  will  do  nothing  to  give 
Old  Age  Pensions. 
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Sir  Lewis  Mlyer,  M.P.  EdinTmrgli,  October  2nd,  1900. 

Perhaps  the  most  notable  feature  of  the  election  had  been  the 
gain  to  the  Unionist  party  of  all  towns  in  the  world — G^lway.  But 
what  won  Galway  ?  Not  evictions,  not  that  they  did  not  pay  their 
rates,  but  the  gallantry  of  the  Munster  and  Royal  Irish  Rifles.  In 
Galway  for  the  time  being  they  had  forgotten  to  be  moonlighters, 
and  they  had  become  honest,  brave  Irishmen,  who  were  proud  of 
other  Irishmen.  By  one  o'clock  to-morrow  thev  should  know 
whether  the  gallantry  of  the  Gordons  had  won  Aberdeen.  They 
might  not  win  it,  but  they  would  see  the  influence  of  the  Gordons. 
He  did  not  say  these  were  legitimate  influences." 

From  the  Scotsman,  October  Srdj  1900. 

We  should  think  not,  indeed. 


Mr.  Wyndham.  Huddersfleld,  October  2nd,  1900. 

Lord  Rosebery  had  complained  that  the  Government  had  not 
carried  out  the  recommendations  of  the  Hartington  Commission,  but, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  they  acted  upon  them  d^ectly  they  came  into 
office  in  1895.  But  Lord  Rosebery  said  :  '  But  why  did  not  you  act 
upon  them  immediately  after  18907'  The  reason  was  that  the 
report  suggested  that  the  recommendations  should  be  given  efiect  to 
on  the  retirement  of  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  as  Couuuander-in- 
Chief .  After  the  Duke's  retirement,  the  Liberals  were  in  office^  but 
they  did  nothing,  whereas  the  present  Crovemment  did  take  action 
when  they  came  into  power." 

From  the  Lkeds  Mbroubt,  October  4(^,  1900. 

The  best  answer  to  Mr.  Wjrndham  is  Lord  Lansdowne's  letter  to 
the  Times  of  the  previous  week  : — 

**0n  assuming  office  the  present  Ministry  found  in  existence  a 
scheme  of  War  Office  reorganisation  which  uie  outgoing  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman,  certainly 
intended  to  bring  forward,  I  presume  with  the  concurrence  of  his 
chief.  That  scheme  was  examined  by  the  newly  formed  Gkivemment, 
of  which  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  was  a  member,  and  with  compara- 
tively slight  alteration  was  embodied  in  the  Order  in  Council  of 
and  the  rules  by  which  the  procedure  of  this  office  is  now  governed. 

**I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  my  conviction  that,  but  for  the 
changes  of  1895,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  place  and  main- 
tain m  the  field  the  ^^reat  army  which  has  for  the  last  few  months 
fought  for  the  Empire  m  South  Africa." 

As  to  Mr.  Wyndham's  further  charge  that  the  Liberals  had  done 
nothing  "  after  the  Duke  of  Cambridge's  retirement,"  to  give  efkct  to 
the  recommendations  of  the  Hartington  Commission  which  were 
contingent  on  the  resignation  of  the  Royal  Commander-in-Chief,  the 
Liberal  Government  resigned  on  June  22nd,  1895,  on  the  very  day 
after  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  had  announced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  the  Duke  of  Cambridge  would  retire  on  October  Ist 
foUowing. 
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ffir  Edward  Grey.  September  29th,  19001 

I  remember  very  well  when  the  party  was  absolutely  united 
under  Mr.  Gladstone's  leadership.  When  it  was  so  we  were  told 
we  did  not  deserve  any  support  because  we  were  mere  mechanical 
items  whose  votes  could  be  depended  upon  and  without  minds  and 
consciences  of  our  own.  Now  if  some  of  us  take  an  independent 
line  from  time  to  time  we  are  told  that  we  are  atoms.  If  the  party 
is  united  we  are  to  be  despised  as  *  items.*  If  some  of  us  take  a 
line  of  our  own  we  are  to  be  equally  despised  as  *  atoms '  !  Tou 
cannot  have  it  both  ways,  and  these  arguments  are  mutually 
destructive." 

A  very  pretty  exposure  of  the  hollowness  of  Tory  criticism. 


POIJSTS  FKOM  THE  PAPERS. 


From  the  Times,  October  llth,  1900. 

**  There  is  lUUe  do^ibt  that  Htis  sfat  {North  Norfolk)  be 
retained  by  Mr,  Hare  if  the  rAXii-resident  raters  turn  up  in  fair  num- 
ber$  to  support  him." 

It  was  retained  and  exactly  in  the  way  indicated  in  advance  by 
the  Times,  The  outvoters  came  and  swamped  the  residents,  Mr.  Hare 
(the  old  Tory  member)  retaining  his  seat  by  66  votes. 


From  the  Times,  September  ^nd,  1900. 

It  is,  of  course,  absolutely  necessary  in  the  best  interests  of 
the  Bhnpire  that  a  Conservative  majority  should  be  returned  to  the 
next  Parliament ;  but  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  in  the  interest  of  the 
Empire  or  of  the  party  that  the  present  Ministers — always  excepting 
the  Colonial  Minister — should  be  returned  to  office.  ...  I  have 
votes  in  five  constituencies  ;  for  one  a  Radical  sits,  for  two  Conser- 
vatives, and  for  two  members  of  the  present  Ministry.  In  the  first 
three  constituencies  I  shaU,  of  course,  cast  my  votes  for  the  Conser- 
vative candidates,  but  in  the  last  two  I  intend  to  support  the 
Radicals,  being  convinced  that  the  true  and  permanent  interests  of 
the  Conservative  party  will  be  less  injured  by  the  addition  of  two 
votes  to  the  Opposition  than  by  the  return  to  office  of  those  who — 
Mr.  Chamberlam  again  excepted — have  so  mismanaged  our  afiairs  in 
every  department  and  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe.  Five  years 
more  of  our  present  Ministry  and  the  Conservative  majority  will 
disappear  for  so  long,  at  least,  as  men  live  to  remember  the  muddle 
and  weakness  and  vacillation  which  have  marked  the  career  of  the 
present  Cabinet." 

Letter  from  "An  Old-Fashionbd  Toey." 

An  ardent  Chamberlainite  indeed  ;  but  hardly  a  persona  grcHa  to 
the  Cabinet  as  a  whole. 
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•From  the  Westminster  (Gazette,  October  1900. 

"  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  a  number  of  reasons  which  prove  that 
his  personal  character  is  above  suspicion  : — 

"  (1)  His  re-election  for  West  Birmingham. 
(2)  The  result  of  the  General  Election. 

**(3)  The  freedom  of  the  Fishmongers'  Company  (originally  to 
have  been  given  to  him  last  July).    He  said  last  night : — 

"  *  The  best  answer  to  the  calumnies  with  which  I  have  been  aasatled  is  to 
be  found  in  this  appreciation  of  my  position  by  this  great  company^  which 
has  been  careful  in  the  past  that  its  roll  of  honour  should  not  be  stamed  by 
any  unworthy  name.' 

Next  we  shall  have  Mr.  Chamberlain  adducing  as  a  testimonial 
the  fact  that  the  Civil  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has  invited  him  to 
take  a  voyage  on  one  of  her  Majesty's  warships.  Seriously,  Kr. 
Chamberlain  will  do  well  to  recognise  that,  springing  from  his  own 
declaration  in  the  House  of  Commons  last  August  as  to  his  interest 
in  war  contracts,  an  important  question  has  arisen  which,  now  that 
the  election  is  over,  can  and  will  be  discussed  on  its  proper  footing." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  certainly  an  extraordinary  notion  of  what 
constitutes  an  "  answer  "  to  a  charge. 


From  the  Times,  September  15M,  1900. 

**  *  I  am  all  for  a  religious  cry,'  says  Taper  in  '  Coningsby,'  *it 
means  nothing,  and  if  successful  does  not  interfere  with  business 
when  we  are  in ' ;  but  experience  shows  that  a  religious  cry  soon 
becomes  wearisome,  whereas  a  pension  scheme  is  a  permanent 
attraction  to  the  most  numerous  class  of  electors.  Promise  a  man 
5s.  for  his  vote,  and  yoii  render  yourself  liable  to  a  long  term  of 
imprisonment ;  promise  him  os.  a  week  throughout  his  old  age,  and 
you  secure  his  support  without  penal  consequences.  Such  consider- 
ations as  these  have  weight  with  politicians ;  and,  if  the  Boer  war 
had  not  suddenly  come  as  an  obstacle  to  fresh  demands  npom  the 
Exchequer,  it  is  possible  that  by  this  time  the  Grovemment  might 
have  been  driven  to  adopt  some  sort  of  pension  scheme.  Perhaps 
they  are  not  sorry  to  have  a  good  excuse  for  doing  nothing  ;  but  it 
is  pretty  certain  that  their  faUure  will  be  generally  thrown  in  their 
teeth  at  the  hustings,  and  tiiat  their  opponents,  whose  vote-catching 
has  been  much  spoUt  by  the  carrying  away  of  several  attnuTtive 
baits,  will  try  to  appropiate  this  particularly  gaudy  one.  It  is  worth 
while,  therefore,  to  see  how  the  question  stands  at  the  preset 
time." 

This  is  from  an  article  by  "  An  Occasional  Correspondent,"  in  which 
the  proposal  of  the  Commons.  Select  Committee  is  said  to  be  "fetal  to 
thrift "  and  "  conducive  to  the  demoralisation  of  the  community." 


From  the  Standard,  Novcfnher  2nd,  1900. 

'*The  question  naturally  suggests  itself.  How  far  has  the  position 
of  the  Government  been  strengthened  by  the  modifications  we  ba?e 
described?  We  are  bound  to  acknowledge  frankly  that  in  cor 
judgment  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  to  add  to  its  authority,  and 
it  is  a  fair  matter  for  speculation  whether  the  result  of  the  Elections 
would  have  been  quite  the  same  had  this  sequel  been  foreseen." 

Lord  Salisbury  was  indeed  well  advised  to  let  Recons^ction 
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From  the  Times,  September  nth,  1900. 

The  indictment  which  Mr.  Asquith  is  prepared  to  bring  against 
the  present  Government  is  one  which  is  full  of  material ;  and  in 
any  ordinary  circumstances  the  attack  against  the  party  which  has 
been  in  office  for  the  last  five  years  is  one  which  might  be  entered 
upon  by  the  Opposition  with  some  confidence.  .  .  .  But,  ample  as 
the  material  may  be,  so  far  as  actual  legislation  or  unfmfilled 
promises  are  concerned,  the  Liberal  candidate  is  uncomfortably  aware 
that  the  country  is  not  attending  to  his  magnificent  harangue." 

There  is  a  frankness  about  this  which  almost  disarms  criticism.  For 
what  does  it  amount  to  ]  Simply  this — that  the  Government,  with  no  case 
on  their  record,  shout  "  Traitor,"  and  in  the  noise  drown  the  legitimate 
and  proper  criticisms  of  the  Opposition. 


From  the  Saturday  Review,  October  oth,  1900. 

'*The  mistake  made  was  that  too  much  attention  was  concen- 
trated on  the  Outlanders'  grievances  and  too  little  on  the  steady  im- 
portation of  arms  by  the  Boers.  This  is  the  proposition  of  Sir 
£dward  Grey,  and  it  is  difficult  to  answer.  But  who  is  the  wiser 
for  aU  this  torrent  of  talk  ?  If  it  has  proved  anything  it  is  that 
there  is  no  clear  issue  before  the  constituencies.  The  future  settle- 
ment of  South  Africa  and  army  reform  we  are  told  are  the  issues. 
But  who  knows  anything  more  about  the  one  or  the  other  subject 
than  he  did  a  fortnight  ago  ?  " 

Could  anything  show  more  clearly  the  immorality  of  a  Khaki 
Election] 


From  ths  Globe,  Septanber  14/A,  1900. 

*  *  The  decadence  of  our  power  m  the  Far  East  has  proceeded 
with  startling  rapidity,  but  the  ground  which  we  have  lost  since  the 
commencement  of  the  present  outbreak  is  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  events  of  the  last  six  years.  Only  as  recently  as  June  the 
lead  was  taken  as  a  matter  of  course  by  the  British  Admiral  at 
the  coast,  while  the  utterances  of  the  British  Minister  at  Peking 
were  accepted  as  representative  of  the  whole  foreign  community. 
To-day  the  name  of  Sir  Claude  Macdonald  seems  to  have  passed 
out  of  history,  the  British  army  is  being  subjected  to  the  most 
humiliating  treatment,  and  the  British  (^neral  is  left  without  a 
policy,  and  apparently  without  instructions.  To  crown  all,  as  was 
pointed  out  by  a  naval  correspondent  in  these  columns  a  few  days 
ago,  our  Fleet  in  Chinese  waters  is  actually  inferior  in  battle  strength 
to  that  of  Germany.  We  possess  65  per  cent,  of  the  trade  in 
China  :  we  are  credited  with  the  most  powerful  fleet  in  the  world, 
and  yet  in  the  throes  of  this  crisis  the  Grovemment  is  apparently 
afraid  to  put  it  in  evidence.  Every  letter  that  comes  from  the  East 
bears  testimony  to  the  dismay  and  indignation  which  are  filling  the 
breasts  of  our  countrymen  as  they  ^aze  on  the  miserable  spectacle 
of  weakness  and  vaciUation  which  is  being  exhibited  before  their 
eyes." 

Yet  this  is  the  Government  we  were  invited  to  acclaim  as  the 
"strongest  of  modem  times." 
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Fram  the  Economist,  October  1900. 

England  will  scarcely  look  back  with  much  pride  on  the  GenenJ 
Election  of  1900.  Sprung  suddenly  upon  the  country,  it  has  been 
marked  by  the  lack  of  any  real  dividing  issue,  and  by  even  more 
than  the  usual  clap-trap  which  i)opular  electioneering  seems 
inevitably  to  generate.  On  one  phase  connected  with  this  latter 
question  we  wish  to  say  a  word.  There  are  few  more  baneful 
features  of  political  strife  than  to  seek  to  exploit  national  feeling 
for  partisan  objects.  History,  to  be  sure,  is  full  of  such  instances, 
but  there  is  not  a  single  case  in  which  this  thing  has  not  wrought 
harm  by  engendering  what  the  Greeks  called  *  stasis,*  and  which  we 
might  name  by  the  word  disruption.  To  tell  you  that  you  are  a 
traitor  and  enemy  of  the  country  because  you  differ  from  me  as  to 
what  is  good  for  the  country  is  to  falsify  issues,  and  to  rouse  the 
most  dangerous  kind  of  feeling.  Many  honest  men  have  in  the  past 
been  made  traitors  by  such  clmrges.  In  1774  there  was  not  a  more 
loyal  subject  of  the  British  Crown  than  Benjamin  Franklin,  but  the 
outrageous  abuse  heaped  on  his  head  in  the  House  of  Lords  con- 
verted him  into  the  *  rebel '  in  1776.  We  do  not,  of  course,  say,  or 
hint,  that  the  abuse  of  the  large  number  of  people  who  do  not  admit 
the  infallibility  of  the  Government  will  lead  them  into  any  anti- 
English  policy.  But  we  do  say  that  to  speak  sneerinsly  and 
passionately  of  such  i)er8ons  as  *  traitors  *  and  *  pro-Boers,  and  to 
declare  that  any  vote  given  to  a  Lioeral  or  Labour  candidate  is  a 
*vote  given  to  a  Boer*  is  to  import  a  very  bad  and  dangerous 
element  into  our  political  life.  The  most  extreme  op])onents  of  the 
war  have  opposed  it  because,  in  their  judgment,  it  would  injure  the 
true  interests  of  England.  Such  persons  may  be  right  or  wrong, 
but,  at  least,  their  solemn  asseveration  has  a  claim  to  be  respected, 
and  their  patriotism  is  at  least  entitled  to  as  much  credence  as  that 
of  the  Jameson  raiders  or  the  rowdies  of  the  music-halls. 

"And  the  folly  of  talking  of  the  critics  or  opponents  of  the  war 
as  *  traitors'  and  of  denouncing  Liberal  voters  as  all  ^ving  their 
votes  to  Boers,  is  very  manifest  in  the  light  of  the  election  returns. 
The  Liberals  are  in  a  great  minority,  as,  of  course,  we  all  knew  they 
would  be,  but  it  is  a  minority  which  cannot  be  scoflfed  at,  and  whi(£ 
is  much  stronger  in  the  country  than  the  actual  number  of  Liberal 
members  elected  would  indicate.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  there 
have  been  340  contested  elections  ;  the  Unionists  have  gained  209  and 
the  Liberals  only  VM.  But  the  number  of  votes  cast  for  the  Libenls 
has  amounted  to  1,. 374, 000  as  against  1,586,000  recorded  for  the 
Unionists.  Fr<)m  these  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  not  far  from 
one-half  of  the  voters  who  have  actually  recorded  their  votes  are 
Liberals.  If  we  are  to  accept  the  foolish  catchwords  uttered  by 
passionate  polititM?nis  j/ivon  to  *  irresponsible  fiivolity,'  we  must 
conclude  that  nearly  half  the  country,  though  appealed  to  at  a  time 
of  feverish  sentiment,  is  composed  of  *  traitors '  and  *  pro-Boeni.' 
We  were  told  that  the  country  was  united  in  favom*  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Why,  then,  ajipeal  to  it  a  year  before  the  necessary  time  ? 
When  the  appeal  is  made  we  were  first  told  that  any  adverse  or  even 
hesitating  response  would  instantly  make  a  bad  impression  in 
foreign  countries.  And  we  were  next  told  that  every  vote  cast  for  % 
Liberal  was  a  vote  ciist  for  a  Boer.  Considerably  over  a  million 
votes  have  been  mst  under  these  circumstances  for  Liberal  and 
Labour  candidates.  Does  any  rational  being,  calmly  thinking  over 
the  situation,  seriously  assert  that  those  who  cast  these  votes  are 
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traitors?  The  same  abuse  was  heaped  on  thime  who  opposed  or 
criticised  the  Crimean  War.  What  is  the  deliberate  judgment  of 
posterity  on  that  ill-starred  enterprise  ?  Is  it  not  just  possible  that 
some  historian  of  the  next  generation  may  say  the  same  of  some 
critics  of  the  present  war  ?  Even  though  the  critic  may  be  wron^  in 
the  main,  is  not  free  criticism  of  the  very  essence  of  free  institu- 
tions i  Is  the  critic  to  be  barred  out  from  public  life  ?  Were  that 
possible,  the  free  element  in  our  institutions  would  not  be  worth 
many  years'  purchase,  and  the  rule  of  the  elected  statesman  would 
give  way  to  the  rule  of  the  soldier  and  the  bureaucrat.  In  a  word, 
Uie  innuendoes  as  to  the  *  traitorous '  character  of  those  who  have 
voted  against  the  Grovemment  are  ethically  false,  and  are  made  to 
look  absurd  in  the  light  of  the  election  figures.  *  You  cannot  indict 
a  whole  nation/  said  Burke.  Nor  can  you  charge  half  a  nation  with 
beinff  what  you  please  to  call  *  traitors '  or  '  pro-Boers.'  Everybody 
will  be  ashamed  of  that  nonsense  in  a  few  months'  time. 

**The  absurdity  of  the  accusation  becomes  the  more  apparent 
when  it  is  seen  that,  roughly  speiiking,  the  Opi>osition  presented  no 
clear  issue  beyond  that  which  the  Ministry  presented.  The 
Btinisters  said  in  effect,  '  We  have  practically  conquered  the  Boers, 
and  we  mean,  for  the  sake  of  the  future  peace  of  South  Africa,  to 
annex  their  two  States.'  The  OpiKJsitifni,  as  a  whole,  said,  *  We 
are  not  satisfied  with  the  way  you  have  conducted  affairs,  but  after 
what  has  taken  place  we  believe  annexation  to  be  inevitable.'  On 
what  possible  ground  can  the  cry  of  traitor  be  used  in  reference  to 
the  latter  attitude  ?  It  is  not  a  question  of  individuals  who  put 
themselves  in  communication  with  .»ir.  Kruger  or  Mr.  Steyn,  but  of 
the  Opposition  as  a  whole.  Yet,  *  every  vote  given  to  a  Liberal  is  a 
vote  given  to  a  Boer ' — and  that  while  Mr.  Morley  himself  accepts 
annexation  as  a  necessary  policy.  It  is  impi>8sible  for  us  to  con- 
demn too  strongly  such  methods,  which  we  hope  will  die  out  with 
the  passing  away  of  this  not  too  dignified  election.  This  is  no  party 
question,  it  concerns  vitally  the  future  of  popular  institutions.  We 
are  quite  aware  of  the  fact  that,  from  one  point  of  view,  politics  is  a 
kind  of  game,  and  that  much  may  be  tolerated  within  the  rules  of 
the  game.  But  among  the  things  not  to  be  tolerated  are  wholesale 
charges  sought  to  be  conveyed  in  meaningless  catchwords  concocted 
to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  groundlings.  This  sort  of  thing  lowers 
public  life  and  obscures  all  real  {xnitical  issues.  Besides,  as  we 
nave  said,  it  lands  us  in  ultimate  absurdities,  for  it  is  impossible 
that  half  the  people  of  a  country  can  be  traitors.  If  it  were  so,  we 
should  be  on  the  very  brink  of  revoluticm — but  we  are  not." 

A  very  dignified  and  powerful  indictment — from  a  non-party  source 
too. 


^rm  the  Times,  October  llth,  1900. 

Mr.  Chamberlain  has  done  a  great  stroke  of  work  for  the 
Empire,  and  the  people  know  it.  There  is  more  work  of  the  same 
Idnd  to  do,  and  they  trust  him  to  do  it." 

We  reaUy  hope  that  this  is  not  the  promise  of  another  war  of  the 
8Mne  size  as  the  South  African. 
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From  the  Saturday  Beview,  October  Uh,  1900. 

Mr.  C^mberlain  is  by  this  time  probably  hoping  that  ...  his 
speech  at  Birmingham  on  Saturday  last  has  slipped  by  as  a  foam- 
oell  on  the  Mississippi  of  election-rhetoric.  If  however  hia  enemies 
should  preserve  and  dissect  the  speech,  it  will  cost  Mr.  Chamberlain 
many  a  bad  quarter  of  an  hour,  and  a  good  deal  of  explanation.  It 
contained  the  following  assertions,  which,  considering  who  the 
speaker  was,  were  certainly  remarkable ;  that  the  parliamentary 
representatives  of  labour  had  never  done  anything  except  vote  for 
Home  Rule  ;  that  the  Conservative  party  had  done  more  for  the 
working-man  than  the  Badical ;  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  his 
Birmingham  friends  were  the  authors  of  free  education  ;  that  some- 
thing must  be  done  about  old-age  pensions  in  the  next  Parliament." 

We  can  promise  Mr.  Chamberlain  that  his  speech  will  be 
preserved.   

From  the  ETeiling  News,  October  ZUt,  1900. 

''Lord  Lansdowne  has  been  a  failure  as  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  ;  he  has  shown  neither  foresight  nor  decision  of  character.  Is 
he  likely  to  be  more  successful  in  another  position  in  which  tiiese 
qualiti^  are  at  least  as  much  required  ? " 

An  awkward  question  which  time  alone  can  answer. 


From  the  Globe,  October  ZUt,  1900. 

"  One  of  our  authorities  announces  that  the  new  Foreign 
Minister  will  be  Lord  Lansdowne.  We  must  frankly  say  that  we 
trust  our  contemporary  has  been  misled.  The  statement  is  simply 
incredible,  and  will  be  received  as  incredible  alike  at  home  and 
abroad.  If  we  must  acquiesce,  as  we  must,  in  Lord  Salisbury's 
retirement  from  a  post  which  he  has  filled  with  so  much  advantage 
to  the  Empire,  his  successor  should  be  the  very  best  man  who  can 
be  found.  Lord  Landsdowne  is  certainly  not  that  man.  His 
appointment  can  only  serve  as  an  indication  that  Lord  Salisbury  is 
hopelessly  out  of  touch  with  the  feelings  and  wishes  of  the 
electorate  and  his  own  party  as  well." 
But  the  "  incredible  "  turns  out  to  be  true. 


From  the  Daily  ]S£ail,  November  1st,  1900. 

''The  announcement  .  .  .  that  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
is  to  be  promoted  from  Secretary  of  State  for  War  to  the  even  more 
responsible  and  critical  office  of  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  which,  it  seems.  Lord  Salisbury  is  to  resign,  will  cause 
amazement,  if  not  consternation,  in  the  country.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  a  thoroughly  bad  precedent  that  a  Minister  who  has 
failed  in  one  office  should  be  rewarded  by  promotion  to  a  higher  and 
even  more  important  office.  It  suggests  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment cares  nothing  for  efficiency  ;  nothing  for  the  expressed  opinion 
of  the  nation.  .  .  .  But  that  a  Foreign  Minister  of  Lord 
Salisbury's  vast  experience  and  proved  capacity  is  to  be  replaced  by 
a  gentleman  so  confessedly  unfitted  for  hiffh  and  responsible  office 
as  the  present  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  almost  incrediUe 
.  .  .  and  we  shall  continue,  pending  an  official  announcement  of 
the  fact,  to  hope  for  the  best." 
The  worst,  however,  has  happened. 
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New  Publications. 


The  Eijctra  ParliamerUary  ffansard.   Volume  1,   October^   1899,  to 
September,  1900.    (G.  Walpole,  58,  Talgarth  Road,  W.)  Price 


This  is  the  first  volume  of  a  new  enterprise  which  bids  fair  to  be  of 
^reat  service  to  all  political  students.    The  work  contains 

1.  A  selection  of  the  speeches  made  by  public  men  outside 

Parliament. 

2.  Letters  of  public  men  appearing  in  the  Press. 

3.  Resolutions,   manifestoes,  etc.,  of  representative  bodies  or 

individuals. 

4.  Record  of  By-elections. 

It  is  clearly  desirable  that  the  work  should  be  available  for  current 
reference,  and  we  note  that  Mr.  Walpole,  who  is  at  once  proprietor  and 
editor,  has  arranged  to  print  the  speeches  selected  as  delivered  and  to 
send  subscribers  sections  of  a  couple  of  sheets  or  so  for  binding  sub- 
sequently. The  work  promises  to  be  a  very  interesting  and  valuable 
one.  A  good  deal  of  cheap  contempt  is  poured  upon  old  speeches — 
chiefly  by  politicians  who  are  "  sorry  they  spoke."  But  it  is  clearly 
desirable  that  ready  access  should  be  possible  to  what  our  public  men 
say,  whether  in  or  out  of  Parliament. 

We  are  often  asked  for  a  Manual  on  the  Compensation  Act — a 
manual  which  shall  tell  (so  far  as  it  is  possible  to  tell)  what  the  Act 
does  and  how  it  works.  Such  a  work  has  just  been  published,  His 
Workmen^ 8  Compensation  Acts,  1897  and  1900,  by  Albert  Parsons 
and  Anton  Bertram.  (Clowes,  27,  Fleet  Street :  Price  7s.  6d.)  So 
much  interest  was  taken  in  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  on 
the  Act  which  we  published  last  year  that  we  feel  sure  a  good  many 
of  oar  readers  will  find  the  book  a  useful  and  convenient  one.  It  is 
excellently  arranged  and  it  is  written  in  a  clear  style  that  is  sufficiently 
precise  without  ceasing  to  be  readable. 


N.S. — There  are,  it  is  estimated,  114  Nonconformists  in  the  new 
House,  without  taking  account  of  Roman'  Catholics,  Jews,  and 
those  not  connected  with  any  religious  body.  Of  the  thirty 
Welsh  m^bers  all  but  four  are  for  DisestabUshment. 


XI  58. 


Answers  to  Correspondents. 


The  New  House  of  Commons. 
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The  Magazines  for  November. 


The  Nineteenth  Century  gives  first  place  to  an  article  by  Mr. 
J.  A.  R.  Marriott,  on  Cabinet  Government  or  DeparimenUdim* 
Lessons  of  the  War  are  extracted  by  Lord  Thring,  who  discasses 
Place  the  War  Office  in  Commission;  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Charfes 
k  Court,  who  writes  on  Suggestions  from  the  Front ;  and  by  Mr. 
Archibald  G.  Hurd,  who  writes  on  (hir  Belated  BaUleskipi. 
Oddly  enough,  the  General  Election  is  not  discussed  at  alL  Mr. 
Souiers  Somerset  discusses  the  Army  Manoenvres  in  France^  and 
Sir  Wemyss  Reid  has  his  customary  causerie  on  The  Netospapm, 

The  Contemporary  Review  contains  an  exceedingly  interestini; 
article  on  The  Patriotic  Election — and  After ^  by  Mr.  J.  A. 
Spender,  the  Editor  of  the  Westminster  Gazette,  Dr.  Albert 
Shaw  discusses  the  American  Presidential  Election ;  Mr.  Sydney 
Brooks  writes  on  Bryanism,  The  Hon.  E.  Lyulph  Stanley  his 
an  article  on  Higher  Elementary  Schools.  Mr.  Vaughan  Nash, 
in  An  Empire  Adrift,  discusses  the  position  in  India,  whilst  Mr. 
Arnold  White  writes  Concerning  South  African  Settlers. 

In  The  Fortnightly  Rkview  far  and  away  the  most  important  and 
interesting  article  is  by  Sir  Robert  Hart  on  The  Pekin  Legation*. 
Sir  Robert  gives  a  more  favourable  interpretation  to  the  action  of 
the  Chinese  authorities  than  most  of  those  who  have  written  from 
Pekin. 

The  National  Review  has  its  usual  interesting  summaries— £/n«x^ 
of  the  Month,  American  Affairs,  and  Greater  Biitai^u  An 
"  Englishman  "  asks  Reconstruction  or  Catastrophe  f  though  *e 
are  not  sure  that  he  will  be  satisfied  with  Lord  Salisbarjs 
game  of  "General  Post"  with  his  Ministers  Captain  Oiiniefi 
discusses  The  Invasion  Problem,  and  Mr.  A.  F.  Prevost 
Battersby  writes  on  War  Correspondents :  A  Suggestion  fcr  0^ 
Future.  Mr.  William  C.  Bridgeman  discusses  Moderates  and 
London  School  Board.  Mr.  Ernest  K  Williams  laments  7h 
Sacrifice  of  Canada. 

In  The  Monthly  Review  (the  new  review  published  by  Mr.  Mumr 
and  edited  by  Mr,  Henry  Newbolt)  there  are  leading  articles  oo  , 
The  Empire  and  Militarism  and  National  Character. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The  Liberal  Publication  Department  has  just  issued  an  authorised 
edition  of  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman's  speech  at  Dundee  on 
November  15th,  on  "The  liberal  Outlook."  Copies  may  be  obtained 
from  42,  Parliament-street,  for  One  Penny  each,  or  post  free,  1  Jd. 

With  this  number  of  the  Magazine  is  sent  a  presentation  copy  of 
the  Liberal  Calendar  for  1901.  Full  particulars  as  to  prices,  etc.,  will 
be  found  in  our  advertisement  pages. 

We  invite  attention  to  the  details  in  our  advertisement  pages 
referring  to  "  Liberal  Magazine  Extra,  No.  1."  This  publication  con- 
sists of  facts  and  figures  relating  to  the  recent  General  Election, 
together  with  facsimiles  of  Tory  posters  and  leaflets,  reprinted  from  the 
Magazine,  and  has  been  brought  out  in  response  to  suggestions  which 
have  reached  us  to  the  effect  that  the  contents  should  be  issued  in  a 
form  suitable  for  wide  circulation. 

The  extraordinary  demand  for  the  Magazine  for  November  has 
necessitated  our  printing  a  third  edition,  and  we  are  now  in  a  position 
to  speedily  execute  all  orders  for  that  number. 

The  bound  volume  of  Pamphlets  and  Leaflets  for  1900  will  be  ready 
imraediately,  and  will  be  supplied  for  2s.  9d.,  post  free.  As  500 
volumes  only  are  being  issued  those  desirous  of  securing  a  copy  should 
make  early  application. 
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(1)  Lord  Wolseley  on  Army  Reform. 

^*As  he  was  drawing  near  to  that  time  when  he  would  cease  to  lie 
Commander-in-Chief,  he  would  say  that  the  only  complaint  he  had  wis 
that  he  regretted  very  much  in  tne  interests  of  the  Army  and  of  this 
great  Empire  that  when  a  man  in  the  position  of  a  Commander-in-Chief, 
or  in  any  other  high  position  in  the  Army,  declared  that  he  deliberately 
felt  it  was  necessary  to  make  certain  clian^es  in  regard  to  Amav  matters 
or  laid  before  the  Cabinet  certain  proposals  essential  to  the  safety  of  the 
Empire,  that  opinion,  deliberately  come  to  by  an  expert  on  the  subject, 
was  not,  for  what  it  was  worth,  made  known  to  the  nation  at  large.  He 
thought  it  a  great  pity  that,  owing  to  the  Constitution  of  our  eonntry  and 
the  custom  of  our  service,  the  nation  was  not  taken  into  the  confidence  oi 
those  who  were  the  Queen's  Ministers  and  allowed  with  their  common 
sense  (and  he  believed  in  their  common  sense)  to  judge  between  the 
specialist  who  recommended  the  changes  and  the  Treasury  who  refused  to 
pay  for  them." 

<2)  Lord  Salisbury  on  Army  Reform. 

**  I  should  like,  if  it  were  possible  in  some  tournament  of  debate, 
that  the  attack  on  the  War  Office  and  the  defence  of  it  should  have  a 
chance  of  being  established  before  the  world  ;  but  what  I  would  request  of 
you,  who  may  be  inclined  to  form  from  what  you  read  a  hasty  notion  of 
the  actions  of  the  War  Office,  is  to  remember  that  yuu  are  only  judging  one 
side.  By  the  very  proper  provisions  of  our  traditional  Constitution,  it  is  not 
the  business  of  Ministers  to  say  a  word  in  derogation  of  those  who  are,  with 
tliem,  serving  under  the  Queen.  But  of  course  the  question  is  somewhAt 
altered  if  those  who  are  serving  with  them  under  the  Queen  or  who 
sjrmpathise  >vitli  that  service,  are  disposed  to  cast  upon  their  fellov- 
servants  an  undue  share  of  the  responsibility  for  what  has  taken  place. 
There  are  things  said  of  the  politicians  ;  there  are  things  said  <w  the 
professionals.  It  is  quite  right  that  whatever  is  said  should  be  carefuUj 
examined  ;  but  you  must  remember  that  the  professionals  are  much  more 
at  liberty  to  speak  than  the  politicians  ;  and  therefore  you  are  doin^ 
injustice  if  you  conclude,  until  the  matter  has  been  thoroughly  tbresbed 
out,  that  the  blame  of  anything  which  has  been  done  main^  or  entunelT 
lies  with  them.  But  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  matter  which  wiU 
occupy  very  deeply  the  consideration  of  the  country  in  times  to  come. 
We  shall  be  very  glad  to  improve  all  defects  ;  we  shall  be  very  glad  to  fill 
up  all  wants.  I  oelieve  that  the  utmost  efforts  will  be  devoted  to  the 
task  ;  but  I  should  rather  deprecate  than  encourage  any  nnneoessaiy 
examination  into  the  observations  tliat  have  been  made  in  respect  of  what 
has  taken  place  in  the  past.  You  will  not  add  to  the  enthusiasm  of  yoai 
troops,  and  you  will  not  add  to  the  efficiency  of  the  machinery  of 
government  which  you  employ." 

And  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

He  must  refer,  because  it  had  become  a  matter  of  public  comment,  U> 
the  Anglo-German  Agreement.  It  was  an  Agreement  of  no  ^reat  peculi- 
arity, l^cause  it  presented  the  feelings  of  all,  or  most,  of  the  Powers  who 
were  their  Allies  ;  but  it  laid  down  these  two  important  points  :  that  we 
desired  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  China  and  what  was  called  the  Open 
Door.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  advantage  that  the  Powers  should  have 
expressed  themselves  in  favour  of  those  fundamental  principles.  If  those 
two  things  were  achieved  he  did  not  know  that  the  issue  of  the  Chins 
problem  was  one  that  need  concern  them  very  anxiously. 
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November  1. — (1)  Lord  Wolseley  at  Sheffield  on  Army  Reform. 

Mr.  Chaplin  at  Sheffield  on  the  Housing  Question. 

y,        6  —Mr.  Brodrick  at  Godalming  on  War  Office  Reform 
and  his  Appointment  as  War  Secretary. 

9.— (2)  Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Guildhall  on  Army 
Reform  and  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Balfour  at  Bradford  on  the  General  Election. 

10  — Mr.  Balfour  in  East  Manchester— Speech  advo- 
cating the  maintenance  of  Voluntary  Schools. 

„      11. —Meeting  of  United  Irish  League  in  Wicklow 

proclaimed  and  broken  up  by  police. 

„      12.— Mr.  Asquith  at  Westbourne   Park  on  the 

Progressive  policy  of  the  London  School  Board. 

And  on  National  Defence. 

"  I  do  not  know  whether  we  are  to  consider  this  break-out  of  ignorance 
{the  Transvaal  ultimatum  and  the  Boxer  outbreak)  which  has  threatened 
and  conrpromijsed  the  peace  of  the  world  as  finally  putting  a  stop  to  those 
hopes  of  the  increase  of  peace  in  which  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  so 
many  of  the  potentates  of  Europe  indulged  ;  but  tiie  only  matter  we  have 
to  consider  is  how  this  affects  our  own  future  conduct,  and  the  point  which 
we  have  to  bear  in  mind  is  that,  although  Governments  may  have  an 
appearance  and  even  a  reality  of  pacific  intention,  their  action  is  always 
liaole  to  be  superseded  by  the  violent  and  vehement  operations  of 'mere 
ignorance,  which  acts  witn  regular  Governments  as  much  as  it  acte<l  with 
those  of  the  Transvaal  and  of  China.  We  cannot  be  certain  that  any 
Grovemment  will  not  yield  its  powers  to  the  less  educated  and  less 
enlightened  classes,  by  whom  more  and  more  in  many  countries  of  the 
world  public  affairs  are  being  governed.  The  moral  is  this — that  we  must 
remain  on  our  guard  ;  and,  however  burdensome  and  painful  it  may  be,  yet 
for  some  period  to  come  we  must  consider  the  defences  of  this  country, 
scrutinise  them  carefully,  examine  all  the  machinery,  administrative  and 
military,  by  which  they  are  sustained,  and  make  it  certain,  or  as  certain 
as  any  human  calculation  can  be,  that  we  are  not  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
any  sudden  interruption  of  that  peace  on  which  all  our  prosperity  depends. 
There  are  many  thugs  which  the  Government  has  to  do  ;  there  are  many 
reforms  and  improvements  in  social  conditions  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
Parliament  from  time  to  time  to  undertake,  and  which  we  hope  may  be 
undertaken  with  success  ;  but  above  all  these  considerations  rests  this  one 
supreme  condition— that  no  reforms,  no  improvements  are  of  the  slightest 
value  unless  security  from  external  interference  is  obtained.  The  progress 
of  industry,  which  is  of  course  the  one  great  object  that  we  have  all  to 
Hnstain  and  to  promote,  depends  above  all  things  upon  this  condition — 
that  our  defences  are  in  such  a  position  that  no  accident  that  may  happen 
beyond  our  borders  shall  make  our  security  doubtful  or  interfere  with  the 
peaceful  progress  of  industry,  on  which  we  depend." 
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(1)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  War  Taxation. 

**  He  had  to  admit  that  the  finances  of  the  country  were  in  a  disorgan- 
ised condition  on  account  of  the  enormous  expenditure  on  the  war  in 
South  Africa.  .  .  .  The  prosperity  of  the  country  was  stUl,  he  tbongfat, 
great,  but  he  had  to  tell  tnem,  on  the  other  hanil,  that  the  exoenditiue 
had  been  enormous.  First,  there  was  an  expenditure  of  more  tnan  Uiree 
millions,  and  a  very  necessary  expenditure,  upon  military  operations  in 
China,  which  no  one  could  have  foreseen  at  the  date  of  the  last  Bnd^t ; 
and,  secondly,  there  was  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
which  dribbled  on  at  an  enormous  cost  in  money  and,  what  was  maefa 
worse,  in  valuable  lives,  and  no  one  could  tell  precisely  when  peace  woaM 
be  restored.  Therefore  he  was  bound  to  tell  them  that  he  could  not 
anticipate  that  it  would  be  his  happy  task  to  relieve  the  country  in  hi^ 
next  Budget  from  any  of  the  existing  taxation,  and  he  would  be  glad  if  it 
was  not  his  unhappy  fate  to  have  even  to  proix>se  more.  That  was  an 
unpleasant  messa^,  he  was  afraid,  to  some  gentlemen  near  him,  who 
contributed  largely  to  her  Majesty's  revenue,  but  let  them  consider  for  a 
moment  to  what  it  was  due.  In  the  first  place,  he  had  already  told  them 
to  what  it  was  due,  as  far  as  the  present  year  was  concerned.  They  migfat 
hope  that  before  the  date  of  the  next  Budget,  at  any  rate,  the  South 
Arrican  war  would  really  have  been  brought  to  a  close,  and  then  wouM 
come  the  time  when  it  would  be  necessary  for  them  to  pro>*ide  for  tbe 
gradual  liquidation  of  so  much  of  the  cost  of  the  war  as  had  been  met  hy 
borrowed  money.  He  had  always  said  that  we  could  not  properly  learc 
that  cost  as  a  permanent  burden  upon  this  country.  He  haa  aiwavs  alw 
said  there  was  wealth  in  the  Transvaal  which  ouglit  to  bear  a  consiaeraWe 
proportion  of  it,  and  he  repeated  that  assertion  in  spite  of  the  lamentations 
which  had  recently  been  made  by  certain  wealthy  companies  connected 
with  the  Transvaal  who  were  attempting  to  persuade  the  people  that  they 
were  poorer  than  they  really  were.  But  the  Government  must  not,  of 
course,  spoil  the  future  of  the  country  by  attempting  to  impose  upon  it  a 
greater  burden  than  it  could  reasonably  bear.  .  .  .  Then  there  was 
another  demand  before  us  for  the  Army.  He  supposed  the  country  wa^ 
united  in  this,  if  in  nothing  else,  that  the  lessons  wnich  might  be  dravn 
from  the  South  African  war  should  be  utilised  for  real  reforms  in  oor 
military  system.  That  was  the  desire  and  the  intention  of  the  Govern 
ment.  That  would  cost  money,  and  the  money  would  have  to  be  provided 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  at  the  cost  of  the  British  taxpayer.  . 
.  .  The  expenditure  of  money  was  by  no  means  the  only  thing  that  was 
wanted  in  regard  to  military  reform.  There  were  many  abuses — there 
must  be  many  abuses— in  the  British  military  system,  some  of  them  deep- 
rooted,  many  of  them  of  long  standing,  and  the  deeper-rooted  and  the 
older  they  were  the  more  unpopular  would  be  the  task  of  removing  them." 

(2)  Lord  Bosebery  on  the  Empire. 

The  word  Empire  represents  to  us  our  history,  our  tradition,  oor 
race.  It  is  to  us  a  matter  of  influence,  of  peace,  of  commerce,  of  civilisa- 
tion, above  all  a  question  of  faith.  But  it  is  also  a  matter  of  business,  a 
practical  affair.  You  have  received  from  your  forefathers  this  great 
appanage — no  one  outside  an  asylum  wishes  to  be  rid  of  it  The  question, 
then,  at  this  time  is  simply  how  to  do  the  best  with  it.  That  is  a 
tremendous  problem,  so  tremendous  that  you  and  I  and  all  of  us  have  to 
take  our  share  of  it.  And  all  of  us  in  this  hall,  rich  or  poor,  yuung  nr 
old,  clever  or  dull,  can  do  something,  each  in  his  line  of  lite,  like  bees  in 
their  cells,  to  make  this  Empire  surer,  better,  and  happier,  even  if  only  by 
being  honest  industrious  citizens  ourselves.  Moreover,  the  Empire  never 
needed  such  loyal  service  so  much  as  now.  Never  did  it  so  ui]gentJy 
require  the  strenuous  and  united  support  of  its  subjects.  For  in  w 
present  state  of  the  world  an  active  vigilance  is  more  than  ever  required. 
We  have  to  make  sure  of  our  equipment.  This  we  are  apt  to  take  for 
granted.    On  the  contrary,  I  maintain  that  there  is  much  to  overhaul,  to 
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November  13.— (1)  Sir  M.  Hicks -Beach  at  Bristol  on  War 
Taxation. 

Mr.  Sydney  Buxton  at  Bristol  on  the  War  and 

Party  Prospects. 

15.— Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman  at  Dundee  on  the 

General  Election  and  Liberal  Imperialism  (see 
page  568.) 

„      16.— (2)  Lord  Rosebery  at  Glasgow  on  the  Empire. 

Installation  as  Lord  Hector  of  Glasgow  Uni- 
versity. 

.,      17.— Mr.  Munro-Ferg^uson  at  Leith  on  Liberal  Unity 
and  the  General  Election. 

United  Irish  League   Meeting  in  Armagh 

proclaimed  and  forcibly  broken  up. 


examine,  and  to  reconsider — that  what  would  have  kept  the  Empire 
together  in  the  days  when  we  had  an  unenvied  monopoly  of  colonies,  and 
when  armaments  were  hoth  less  vast  and  less  menacing,  will  not  suffice 
now ;  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  challenge  both  our  naval  and  commercial 
position  which  requires  our  utmost  vigilance ;  that  we  may  have  to  test 
onr  training,  our  nabits,  our  character,  our  capacity  for  work  liy  severer 
standards  than  have  hitherto  been  applied  ;  that  we  must  he  called  upon 
for  effort  and  sacrifice  if  we  wish  to  maintain  our  place  ;  that  we  must  he 
prepared,  in  a  word,  to  set  our  house  in  order  and  to  consider  whether 
what  has  sufficed  in  the  past  will  suffice  in  the  future.  .  .  .  The 
first  question,  then,  as  I  nave  said,  which  we  must  put  to  ourselves, 
and  we  cannot  put  a  more  momentous  one,  is — Are  we  worthy  of  this 
prodinous  inheritance  ?  Is  the  race  which  holds  it  capahle  of  mamtaining 
and  developing  it?  Are  we,  like  the  Romans,  not  merely  a  hrave,  hut 
also  a  persistent,  husiness-like,  alert,  governing  people  ?  And  if  we  can 
answer  this  affirmatively,  as  I  hope  we  can,  we  have  these  further  questions 
to  ask  ourselves.  Are  we  going  the  right  way  ahout  our  work,  and  are  our 
methods  ahreast  of  our  time  ?  7  do  not  profess  to  ask  these  Questions  to- 
day, still  less  to  answer  them.  But  I  suggest  that  you  should  ask  them 
of  yourselves,  for  they  concern  you  all.  .  .  .  And,  mark  this,  in  all 
that  I  have  said  there  is  no  word  of  war,  not  even  the  beat  of  a 
drum,  or  the  distant  singing  of  a  bullet.  To  some  the  £mpire  is 
little  else,  and  that  makes  many  hate  the  word.  That  is  not  my  view. 
Om*  Enipire  is  not  founded  on  the  precedents  associated  with  that 
name.  It  is  not  tlie  realm  of  conquest  which  that  term  has  been  used 
to  imply.  It  has  often  used  the  sword,  it  could  not  exist  without  the 
sword,  but  it  does  not  live  hy  the  sword.  Defence  and  readiness  to  fight 
are  vital  enough  in  their  way,  but  not  less  vital  is  the  civil  and  domestic 
side  ;  the  commerce,  the  education,  the  intelligence,  the  unceasing  leaven 
of  a  high  and  the  sour  decadence  of  a  low  ideal.  War  and  conquest  can 
fill  the  lives  of  but  a  part  of  the  nation ;  a  sane  and  simple  duty  to  the 
Empire  may  well  inspire  the  whole.  And  when  we  work  in  that  spirit  we 
should  receive  grace  from  the  idea,  from  that  glorious  nsion  transformed 
into  fact— the  British  Empire." 
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(1)  Mr.  Hoiace  Plimkett  on  the  loss  of  his  seat  for  South  Dublin. 

It  would  seem  strange  that  he  should  lie  found  in  1892  a  guest  at  a 
banquet  to  celebrate,  among  other  Unionist  victories,  his  winning  of  the 
South  Dublin  seat  for  the  party  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  then,  ja^t 
eight  years  after,  to  find  himself  the  incomparably  more  honoured  guest  at 
another  banquet  at  the  same  place  on  the  occasion  of  his  losing  the  same 
seat  for  the  same  party.  By  this  act  of  theirs  they  told  him,  and  they  toM 
the  country,  that  there  were  other  things  worth  fighting  for  than  political 
success — that  an  Irishman  had  a  country  to  appeal  to  when  a  party  failed 
him.  .  .  .  They  were  kind  enough  to  express  a  hope  that  the  lose  ot 
his  seat  in  Parliament  would  not  involve  the  resignation  of  his  olfice 
Cy'ice  President  Irish  Department  of  Agricnltnre  and  Technical  ItiMtructioH). 
He  would  try  to  explain  exactly  how  this  stood.  The  letter  of  the  law 
made  it  possible  for  this  Minister  to  retain  his  office  without  a  seat.  But 
the  spirit,  the  constitutional  practice,  and  the  undoubted  intention  of  the 
Legislature  made  the  post  a  Parliamentary  one.  And  there  were  to  him 
conclusive  reasons  why  this  should  be  so.  From  every  point  of  view  it  wa> 
desirable  that  the  work  of  the  new  Department  should  be  brought  under 
the  salutary  infiuence  of  effective  Parliamentary  criticism  and  control  It 
appeared  to  be  essential  that  a  Minister  who  from  the  nature  of  his  posi- 
tion must  be  very  directly  in  touch  with  the  educational,  industrial,  and 
economic  needs  of  the  country  should  be  where  he  could  confer  with  hii^ 
colleagues  and  with  the  Irish  representatives  of  all  parties  whenever 
legislation  affecting  those  interests  was  under  consideration.  On  a  review 
of  the  whole  case  he  felt  he  should  not  be  justified  in  holding  his  poHitioo 
for  any  prolonged  period  after  Parliament  had  assembled.  He  had  litUe 
doubt,  however,  that  with  such  an  expression  of  public  opinion  as  the 
memorial  represented,  the  difficulty  might  be  overcome.  He  had  associated 
himself  with  those  true  patriots  North  and  South  who  saw  in  Ireland  all 
the  elements  of  a  national  well-being  and  were  determined  to  break  dowo 
the  artificial  barriers  which  stood  in  the  way  of  any  real  national  pro^resN 
The  problem  never  could  be  solved  except  by  a  combination  of  the  North 
and  South." 

(2)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  on  the  War  Office. 

.  .  .  I  found  a  general  belief— I  might  almost  say  univeisal— 
that  the  system  of  the  War  Office — I  know  no  better  wora  to  describe 
our  military  administration — was  unsound  and  inefficient — that  the 
lavish  expenditure  which  Parliament  had  sanctioned  to  secure  oar 
national  defences  had  to  a  considerable  extent  been  foolishly  spent ;  that 
the  defects,  the  grave  and  lamentable  defects,  of  that  system  which  the 
war  had  disclosed  were  responsible  for  the  unpreparedness,  the  blunderf>, 
the  loss  of  life,  the  regrettable  incidents,  as  they  are  called,  whicfa 
saddened  and  alarmed  the  nation.  Liberals  and  Conservatives  pledged 
themselves  in  the  strongest  terms  to  insist  upon  a  rieid  enquiry  into  tlie 
conduct  of  the  war  and  to  a  complete  reform  of  the  War  Office.  I  fear, 
from  some  ominous  remarks  made  by  the  Prime  Minister  at  the  Guildhail, 
that  there  is  an  inclination,  if  not  an  intention,  to  burke  this  enquiry  aod 
under  a  platitude  of  letting  bygones  be  bygones  Parliament  and  the  nation 
are  to  condone  and  to  forget  the  failures  which  have  cost  so  us  much. 
May  I  suggest  to  the  apologists  of  the  War  Office  that  while  we  recognise 
the  great  achievement  of  sending  200,000  men  6,000  miles  across  th»  m 
that  performance  cannot,  and  will  not,  cover  the  multitude  of  sins  with 
which  the  War  Office  is  charged.  It  will  not  dbpose  of  the  all^ation  as 
to  the  deficient  and  inadequate  artillery  and  ammunition,  of  the  preference 
for  unmounted  troops,  the  underhorsed  cavalry,  the  ill-fed  and  ill-clothed 
troops,  the  hospital  administration,  the  excessive  mortality  from  typhoid 
fever,  and  all  the  other  complaints  which  so  loudly  call  for  the  investira- 
tion  by  Parliament,  which  the  Government  has  promised,  and  to  whiclitoe 
new  Parliament  is  pledged." 
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November  20.— (1)  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett  (ex-M.P.  for  South 
Dublin)  at  Dublin  on  his  Defeat. 

(2)  Sir  Henry  Fowler  at  Wolverhampton  on 

Lessons  of  the  Election. 

Lord  Londonderry  at  Stockton-on-Tees  on  the 

House  of  Lords  and  Ireland. 

Mr.  Asquith  at  Leeds  —  Speech  on  Commercial 
Progress. 

Lord  George  Hamilton  at  Ealing  on  Imperialism 
and  the  Indian  Famine. 


And  on  the  Liberal  Party. 

"...  The  Liberal  party  in,  I  believe,  unanimous  in  desiring 
that  all  its  power,  organisation,  energy,  and  talents  should  be  concen- 
trated upon  practical  legislative  and  administrative  reforms  affecting 
the  condition  of  the  people,  which  are  so  imperatively  demanded  by  the 
necessities  of  to-day,  arising  out  of  our  commercial  prosperity  and  our 
national  progress,  as  well  as  out  of  the  poverty,  the  ignorance,  and  the 
vice  which  threaten  that  prosperity.  The  party  is  wearied  of  impossible 
programmes  of  political  quacks  and  of  unreasonable  faddists.  It  wants 
to  grapple  with  the  great  evils  in  our  midst,  which  are  a  national  danger 
and  a  national  curse.  The  condition  alike  of  men  and  women,  hard  toiling 
for  their  daily  bread,  and  of  their  children,  and  of  the  old  who  liave 
reached  a  time  when  work  must  cease,  ought  to  be,  can  be,  and  must  be 
ameliorated.  True  Liberalism  is  not  a  spent  force.  Its  great  constructive 
work  has  yet  to  be  accomplished,  and  for  that  it  must  be  comprehensive, 
tolerant,  and  united.  In  the  Liberal  party  there  always  have  been,  and 
there  are  to-day,  three  types  of  Liberals ;  those  who  think  the  party  is 
advancing  too  slowly,  those  who  think  it  is  advancing  too  quickly,  and 
those  who  in  France  would  be  mlled  the  Centre,  the  middle,  common-sense 
type,  who  desire  to  accelerate  the  slow,  to  moderate  the  fast,  and  by  whom 
the  rate  is  fixed  which  will  combine  all  the  elements  of  which  any  eflfective 
party  of  progress  nmst  be  composed.  I  don't  pretend  to  ignore  the  belief 
that  at  the  present  crisis  the  unity  of  the  party  is  threatened.  I  think 
there  is  a  great  deal  of  exaggeration  on  this  su1)ject.  The  statement  that 
the  Front  Opposition  Bench  is  a  hotbed  of  mutual  intrigue,  devoting  its 
time  and  energy  to  personal  jealousy  and  faction  fighting  is  an  impudent 
and  ridiculous  fabrication." 


21.- 


22— 
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(1)  Mr.  Hanbnry  on  Mr.  Kruger. 

**He  was  sure  that  no  one  would  grudge  the  pjartial  demon8tration» 
which  Mr.  Kruger  had  received  in  France,  and  with  which,  it  seemed 
probable,  he  would  be  welcomed  in  the  various  countries  through  which  he 
passed.  We  had  ourselves  always  expressed  our  sympathy  with  falleo 
greatness,  and  in  France  it  was  only  natural  that  Kepublicans  shoal<i 
express  their  sentiments  of  regard  for  a  Republican  president.  Bat  we 
might  feel  sure  that  no  Government  could  have  shown  greater  diwretion 
than  had  the  French  Government  in  the  way  it  had  received  Mr.  Kruger 
himself.  Mr.  Kruger  had  called  us  barbarians.  He  said  that  he  wa» 
fighting  with  barbarians,  and  that  we  hjid  carried  on  the  war  in  a  barbaroo* 
fashion.  He  ventured  to  say  that  no  private  soldiers  had  ever  conducted 
themselves  better  than  our  private  soldiers.  They  were  men  who,  as  Lord 
Roberts  had  declared,  '  fought  like  heroes  and  behaved  like  gentlemen/  If 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  war  there  had  been  any  barbarity,  juit 
treachery,  and  firing  upon  flags  of  truce  it  had  not  been  committed  by  tho^ 
brave  soldiers  of  ours.  They  had  acted  not  only  with  gallantry,  but  with 
the  greatest  possible  consideration  for  their  opponents.  He  ventured  to 
say  also  that  if  there  had  been  any  fault  at  all,  especially  in  the 
latter  stages  of  the  war,  it  had  been  perhaps  in  showing  too  great 
generosity  to  our  opponents.  If  these  were  Mr.  Kruger's  ideas  <^ 
Barbarism,  let  us  see  what  his  ideas  of  civilisation  were— Tm 
oppress  the  Uitlanders  under  him,  to  plunder  his  own  countnr,  t  * 
send  us  an  insolent  ultimatum,  to  invade  suddenly  a  neighbour's  territoir. 
and  then  when  he  was  beaten  to  whine  for  arbitration.  That  was  preciselj 
the  course  Mr.  Kruger  had  adopted.  He  thought  that  it  was  hardly 
accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  civilisation.  Was  it  an  act  of 
civilisation  to  run  off  with  millions  of  property  to  save  on^ielf  frunj 
misfortune,  and  to  urge  the  mercenaries  and  the  oppressed  burghers  left 
behind  to  keep  on  fighting  ?  This  was  to  ruin  the  country — the  cHMintrv 
from  which  Mr.  Kruger  h«ul  depart'Cd,  and  which  he  ha^l  plundered  ;  an-! 
all  this  was  done  in  the  name  of  patriotism.  Such  conduct  was  neitJier 
patriotic  nor  civilised.  But,  aft«r  all,  these  appeals  of  Mr.  Kruger  were 
addressed,  not  so  much  to  Continental  Europe  as  to  this  country.  He  w.v 
calculating  on  the  chances  of  a  cold  fit  succeeding  to  a  hot  fit,  and  that 
he  might  find  people  in  this  country  who  wotud  adopt  his  views  an*i 
would  ask  the  Government  to  hold  their  hands.  .  .  .  This  was  not  il  ** 
time  for  any  pottering ;  it  was  not  the  time  for  any  holding  back  ;  it  wa> 
no  longer  the  time  for  any  undue  generosity.  He  ventureil  to  say  that  tb- 
dying  embers  of  this  rebellion— for  rebellion  it  now  was — ought  to  f* 
stamped  out  vigorously,  not  only  in  the  interests  of  this  country,  bat  in 
the  interests  of  those  two  unfortunate  countries  themselves." 

(2)  Sir  Walter  Foster  on  the  (rovemment. 

*'The  Government  had  not  fulfilled  their  pleclges  or  realised  the  pp^ 
gramme  which  they  sketched  out  in  1895.  Tliis  especially  held  gooat'f 
old-age  pensions,  for  instance.  The  Government  had  also  miscalculate'' 
the  cost  of  the  war ;  tbey  hml  miscalculated  its  duration,  an<l  they  ha>. 
made  no  adequate  preparation  for  it.  They  had  also  mismanaged  it- 
having,  for  instance,  sent  masses  of  infantry  to  deal  with  a  most  mohy 
mounted  foe  :  while  thej]  had  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  proposals  for  dealit: 
with  disease  and  mitigating  the  inevitable  horrors  of  the  conflict.  Onr 
matter  which  the  Liberal  party  must  take  in  hand  was  the  question  of  th' 
housing  of  the  poor.  It  was  only  by  securing  decency  among  the  neof^ 
and  maintaining  conditions  of  life  favourable  to  the  promotion  of  ne*ii- 
and  happiness  that  we  could  expect  to  develop  a  population  fitte«l  : 
maintain  the  great  empire  of  which  we  were  ail  so  proud.  Thiswa.-*!!' 
true  Imperialism,  and  the  Imperialism  at  which  the  Liberal  party  mu^^t  «c- 
.  .  .  The  Government  had  recently  been  reorganised,  and  the  prinei}'* 
upon  which  it  had  been  reorganised  appeared  to  be  that  what  niigbt '» 
lacking  in  quality  was  to  be  repaired  oy  the  increase  of  quantity. 
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November  26. — Queen's  Proclamation  summoniDg  Parliament  for 
December  3rd. 

(1)  Mr.  Hanbury  at  Preston  on  Mr.  Kruger's 
Charges. 

„       27.— (2)  Sir  Walter  Foster  at  Ipswich  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 

29.--(3)  Lord  Crewe  and  (4)  Mr.  Bryce  at  Leeds  on 
the  General  Election  and  the  War. 


Government  might,  indeed,  be  almost  descrihed  by  the  phrase  *  Hotel  Cet^il 
Unlimited.*  The  Government  mi^ht  also  be  compared  to  a  testament  in 
which  there  was  no  doubt  a  gospel,  but  in  which  the  acts  were  left  out,  in 
which  the  epistles  represented  by  certain  dispatches  were  suppressed,  and 
in  which  the  revelations  would  have  to  be  supplied  by  the  translator." 

13)  Lord  Crewe  on  the  General  Election. 

He  was  afraid  that  at  most  general  elections  truth  retired  to  the  well 
in  which  she  was  proverbially  sui)po8ed  to  reside.  There  had  probably 
never  been  a  general  election  in  which  that  cardinal  virtue  had  retired  so 
deeply,  or  hwl  remained  so  completely  hidden.  The  country  had  been 
subjected  by  the  Unionists  at  the  recent  election  to  a  monstrous  innovation 
hitherto  unKuown  in  our  political  life.  The  spokesmen  of  the  Conservative 
party,  and  more  particularly  the  chief  spokesmen  of  the  Conservatives,  had 
thought  fit  to  describe  nearly  one-half  of  our  population  as  guilty  of 
disloyalty  to  the  Queen  and  the  Empire.  It  was  deplorable  that  there 
should  have  been  this  use  of  poisonea  wells  and  explosive  bullets  in  the 
recent  political  campaign.  Hard  things  had,  no  doubt,  been  said  at  previous 
elections  about  the  Liberals  in  connection  with  Home  Rule,  but  these  state- 
ments were  not  deliberately  unfair,  for  those  who  most  strongly  ohjected 
to  Home  Rule  did,  in  a  great  degree,  honestly  believe  that  that  great  cause 
was  doing  damage  to  the  Empire  ;  but  there  was  no  such  excuse  upon  this 
occasion.  The  recent  Unionist  campaign  had  been  one  of  deliberate 
mendacity.  In  many  constituencies  the  air  was  so  thick  with  lies  that  one 
could  scarcely  see  one's  way  about.  The  conduct  of  the  recent  election  by 
the  Conservative  party  was  a  monstrous  innovation  and  damaging  to  the 
tone  of  public  life  in  tniB  country." 

(4)  Mr.  Bryce  on  the  War. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  South  African  war  had  revealed  profound 
differences  among  the  Liberal  party.  He  did  not  deny  that  there  had 
been  differences  about  facts  which  had  led  to  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 
Different  groups  of  Liberals  read  the  facts  differently.  When  this  wretched 
war  was  over  the  questions  relating  to  its  origin  would  fade  into  oblivion. 
The  settlement  ou^ht  to  be  such  as  would  restore  self-government  to  every 
part  of  South  Africa  as  soon  as  it  could  be  restored  with  safety.  That 
was  a  most  necessary  qualification.  All  Liberals  wished  to  conduct  the 
war  in  strict  accordance  with  the  rules  of  civilised  warfare.  We  should 
sanction  no  devastation  and  no  harsh  measures  except  such  as  were  shown 
to  be  due  to  military  necessity.  He  denied  that  any  group  in  the  Liberal 
party  answered  the  Tory  conception  of  Little  Englanders.  He  was  not  aware 
of  any  member  in  the  Liberal  party  who  desired  to  abandon  any  of  our 
present  possessions,  or  to  weaken  ana  diminish  this  great  Empire.  The  last 
thing  which  Liberals  should  be  accused  of  was  that  of  being  indifferent  to 
Imperial  interests  in  South  Africa.  He  knew  of  no  difference  in  the 
attitude  of  any  leading  Liberals,  such  as  the  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman,  and  Lord  Rosebery,  upon  Imperial  questions.'* 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


Lord  Salisbury's  reconstruction    of  his 
The  IIeconstructed  Ministry  cannot  be  said  to  have  given  satisfac- 
Cabinet.  tion  either  to  the  country  generally,  or  to  bi« 

own  party.  He  has  now  a  larger  Cabinet 
than  any  Prime  Minister  has  ever  had  before:  viz.,  20  members; 
but  it  is  well  understood  that  the  majority  of  them  hardly  count, 
and  that  the  executive  work  of  the  Cabinet  will  be  carried  on  by  the 
four  or  five  Ministers  who  form  the  inner  circle — the  Cabinet  within 
a  Cabinet — and  who  will  take  their  own  course,  under  Liord 
Salisbury's  direction,  without  consulting  the  others.  We  give  here  a 
few  out  of  many  of  the  adverse  opinions  expressed  by  the  Conserva- 
tive press  on  the  new  appointment. 

Alluding  to  certain  grumbling  of  which  its  columns  had  given 
evidence,  among  the  two  sections  of  the  Unionist  party,  the  Timers  d 
November  8th  said  : — 

It  will,  of  course,  be  observed  that  one  of  the  changes  we  have  mentioned 
displaces  Mr.  Powell  Williams,  whose  services  may  possibly  not  be  retained 
in  any  other  Ministerial  office.  This  is  a  circumstance  which  may  tend  to 
console  those  Conservative  grumblers  who  think  that  an  undue  share  of  good 
things  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  Liberal  Unionists.  They  may  also  remember 
that,  while  they  are  growling  about  the  promotion  of  Liberal  Unionists,  the 
country  is  concerned  only  with  the  efficiency  of  the  Ministry,  and  tak^  very 
little  interest  in  the  political  labels  that  seem  to  them  all-important.  A 
Unionist  Prime  Minister  must  take  his  men  where  he  can  find  them,  and  is 
to  be  congratulated  rather  than  blamed  when  he  sets  aside  calculatiuoB 
depending  rather  upon  personal  ambitions  than  upon  dispassionate  regard  for 
the  public  weal.  From  the  other  side  Lord  Salisbury  will,  no  doubt,  have  to 
listen  to  criticisms  of  a  different  kind,  based  upon  the  number  of  his  own 
relatives  who  have  established  claims  to  public  confidence.  They  may  at 
least  serve  to  dispel  the  gloomy  vaticinations  of  the  people  who  think  that 
Mr.  Chamberlain  is  going  to  dominate  everything. " 

Later  (on  November  15th),  the  Times  itself  thus  grumbled  at  a  more 
recent  appointment : — 

It  seems  a  pity  that  Mr.  Hanbiuy,  who  has  no  special  connection  with 
agricultural  interests,  should  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  while  Lord  Londonderry,  who  is  a  great  landlord,  is  to  be  left 
to  grapple  with  the  business  of  the  Post  Office.  This  may  not  be  the  fina] 
arrangement ;  but  the  round  man  in  the  scjuare  hole  appears  to  be  still 
the  inevitable  formula  of  British  Administration." 

The  London  correspondent  of  the  Birmingham  Daily  Post,  writing 
on  the  completed  Cabinet,  says  : — 

**  The  changes  are  accepted,  not  because  they  are  palpably  the  best  that 
could  be  effected,  but  as  being  the  best  Lord  Salisbury  considers  that  at  this 
moment  he  can  make  with  the  Ministerial  materials  at  his  conunand  ;  and 
comment,  therefore,  is  largely  withheld  \mtil  it  is  seen  how  in  practice  they 
result.    There  is,  consequenUy,  only  this  much  that  can  be  safely  forecasted 
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— that  the  reconstructed  Ministry  starts  upon  its  career  with  doubts  and 
hesitancies  among  its  friends  which  were  not  to  be  perceived  when  five  years 
ago  it  was  originally  formed,  and  that,  as  a  result,  greater  outspokenness  on 
the  Crovemment  benches  in  more  than  one  direction  is  to  be  looked  for  in 
the  new  House  of  Commons  than  in  the  one  just  dead." 

Of  the  new  Foreign  Minister,  the  Globe  wrote  : — 

**Lord  Lansdowne's  selection  for  the  most  important  post  in  the  Cabinet 
after  the  Premiership  is  disapproved  neither  on  party  nor  on  personal  grounds, 
but  simply  because  it  appears  to  offer  no  guarantee  for  the  firm  and  rigorous 
administration  of  foreign  afiairs  which  is  of  the  first  necessity  in  the  present 
state  of  our  relations  with  the  Continental  Powers.  No  doubt  it  is 
applauded  by  leading  organs  of  the  foreign  Press,  as  any  appointment 
would  have  been  which  relieved  their  conductors  from  their  silly  appre- 
hension that  the  post  might  fall  to  the  Minister  whom,  of  all  others,  they 
hate  and  fear.  That,  however,  so  far  from  affording  satisfaction  in  this 
country,  is  the  strongest  condemnation  of  Lord  Lansdowne's  selection. 
.  .  .  We  must  retain  our  conviction  that  a  lamentable  mutake  has  been 
made.  Whether  Lord  Salisbury  has  acted  upon  his  own  initiative  exclu- 
sively, or  in  deference  to  advice  which  he  had  better  have  rejected,  the  fact 
remains  tliat  he  has  in  this  matter  disappointed  the  country,  and  shown  a 
most  unfortunate  failure  to  appreciate  the  feeling  of  his  party." 


Of  the  dissatisfaction  of  individual  Con- 
Individual        servatives  which    has   found    expression  in 

Tory  Criticism.  various  journals,  and  of  which  much  more  has 
been  heard  in  the  Unionist  clubs,  the 
following  may  be  taken  as  specimens.  Mr.  G.  C.  T.  Bartley,  M.P. 
wrote  to  the  Times  of  November  20th: — 

"  All  who  have  watched  the  recent  election  know  well  that  it  was  not  the 
popularity  of  the  Grovemment  nor  satisfaction  in  what  it  had  generally  done 
daring  the  last  five  years  that  gave  it  its  majority,  but  the  country's 
approval  of  its  action  in  South  Africa,  and  the  people's  determination  to 
complete  that  policy.  It  was  hoped,  nay  expected,  that  with  a  new  lease  of 
power  great  changes  would  be  made  so  as  to  avoid  the  obvious  mistakes  of 
the  past  and  to  strengthen  the  personnel  and  policy  of  the  Government  in 
the  future.  How  has  this  been  done,  and  now  has  the  Prime  Minister 
responded  to  the  confidence  imposed  in  him  by  the  country  ?  Let  me 
consider  each  of  the  chief  changes." 

In  Mr.  Hartley's  criticism  of  particular  appointments,  the  Foreign 
Office  was  said  to  be  "  far  weaker  than  it  was  in  the  last  Administration 
when  it  was  none  too  strong  in  China  and  other  places."  In  the  War 
Office,  Admiralty,  and  Board  of  Trade  the  appointments  were  held  to 
be  no  strengthening  of  the  Government.    Mr.  Bartley  added  : — 

**Can  it  also  be  said  that  the  constitution  of  the  new  Government 
strengthens  it  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  ?  No  one  objects  to  the  services  of 
the  father  being  visited  on  the  children  to  a  reasonable  extent,  but  for  four 
of  one  family  to  be  in  the  Cabinet  and  a  fifth  at  the  door  does  not  give  con- 
fidence to  the  man  in  the  street,  especially  when  he  knows  that  frankness 
uid  independence  are  at  the  present  time,  above  all  things,  needed.  Such 
appointments  can  only  be  differentiated  from  the  most  serious  nepotism  on 
tne  ground  that  the  whole  Conservative  rank  and  file  do  not  possess  a  man 
fit  to  be  trusted  with  office.    Is  the  public  likely  to  take  this  view  ?  And 
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if  it  does,  will  it  strengthen  its  belief  in  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  To  put  it  at  its  best,  then,  it  is  clear  that  though  the  Govemmeiit 
has  added  to  its  strength  in  Ireland  and  on  the  Local  Grovemment  Board,  it 
has  vastly  decreased  its  strength  in  the  Foreign  Office,  the  Navy,  and  the 
Board  of  Trade,  while  in  the  most  important  department  of  all — ^namely, 
the  War  Office — it  has  by  its  appointment  and  the  first  speech  of  the  Prime 
Minister  declared  that  the  old  state  of  affairs  shall  be  kept  to,  as  far  as  can 


Government  cards  of  which  we  have  heard  so  much,  but  the  hand  remame 
practically  the  same,  though  weaker  and  not  stronger." 

Mr.  T.  Gibson  Bowles,  M.P.,  has  also  addressed  several  letters  to 
the  Times  criticising  the  appointments  on  the  ground  of  the  number  of 
positions  assigned  to  Liberal  Unionists  and  the  number  of  membeo 
of  Lord  Salisbury's  family  (which  he  places  at  six)  who  have  be«i 
provided  with  offices.  Of  the  Admiralty  appointments  he  says,  "  in 
the  opinion  of  many  they  are  unsatisfactory  and  unfortunate,  and  will 
be  found  to  be  so." 

Lastly,  reference  may  be  made  to  the  strong  disapproval  of  the  new 
Ministry  which  appears  in  the  Conservative  monthly,  The  National 
Review  for  December.  In  the  previous  number,  urging  a  reconstructian 
of  the  Ministry,  this  Review  said  it  dreaded  "  another  huge  Ministerial 
majority,  as  it  would  mean  another  five,  or  possibly  six,  years  like  the 
last,  during  which  British  policy  has  united  the  foresight  of  the  ostrich 
to  the  firmness  of  the  jelly  fish."  The  writer  of  the  editorial  "  Episodes 
of  the  Month  "  also  remarked,  "  Another  spell  of  this  spirit,  which  is 
all  that  can  reasonably  be  looked  for  from  an  amorphous  sexagenarian 
Cabinet,  would  certainly  shatter  the  Unionist  party,  while  it  would 
probably  land  the  British  Empire  in  some  irremediable  catastrophe.'' 
In  the  December  number,  the  reconstruction  having  been  carried  out 
meantime,  the  National  Review  says : — 

Only  five  new  men  have  been  admitted  and  amon|;  them  is  not  one  of 
conspicuous  ability  or  commanding  personality,  and  it  is  highly  improbable 
that  any  of  the  newcomers  are  strong  enough  to  withstand  the  enervating 
entourage  in  which,  henceforward,  they  will  move,  live,  and  have  their 
political  being." 

The  Cabinet  of  twenty  is  further  described  as  an  "unheard  of 
assemblage  of  mediocre  minds  and  conventional  personalities,  in  which, 
with  one  exception,  there  is  hardly  a  statesman  of  first-rate  Parliamen- 
tary distinction  not  already  past  his  best."  The  appointment  of  Lord 
Lansdowne  to  the  Foreign  Office  is  "  a  first-rate  joke  of  Lord  Salis- 
bury's," and  "  one  of  the  most  cynical  acts  of  our  time."  The  Duke  of 
Devonshire  is  spoken  of  as  a  statesman  in  the  last  stage  of  political 
ossification.  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  "will  no  doubt  continue  to  i^egard 
it  as  his  business  to  act  as  the  Medusa  of  the  Treasury,  and  to  freeze 
the  inexperienced  nerves  of  the  new  heads  of  the  spending  Depart- 
ments;" and  Mr.  Balfour  is  a  "  deprecating  dialectician,  who  has  more 
and  more  disappointed  in  recent  years  those  who  looked  to  him  for 
inspiring  influence  and  constructive  gifts,"  and  so  on.  Finally,  the 
National  Review  calls  out  for  a  new  Fourth  party,  to  "  goad  the  relnc- 
tant  lethargy  of  a  Unionist  Adm nistration  into  adequate  action." 
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The  Morning  Leader  has  returned  to  the 
The  Chamberlain    Contracts   question.      It  has  been  making 
Family  and        further  researches  into  the  holdings  of  the 
Contracts.         Chamberlain  family,  and  its  connections,  in 
companies  which  have  been  doing  Government 
business.    In  its  issue  of  November  14th  the  following  appeared  : — 

In  our  issue  of  the  12th  we  published  a  statement  that  the  Right  Hon. 
«r oaeph  Chamberlain  was  a  shareholder  in  the  Colombo  Commercial  Company, 
Limited,  to  the  extent  of  400  preference  shares  of  £5  each,  and  500  ormnary 
shares  of  £10  each,  or  a  total  subscription  of  £7,000.  Mr.  Chamberlain  is 
one  of  the  largest  shareholders  in  that  concern.  We  added  that  we  did  not 
know  the  business  which  it  carried  on.  It  was  formed,  or  rather  re-formed, 
to  take  over  the  business  of  another  company  in  February,  1896,  when  Mr. 
Chamberlain  was  already  Colonial  Secretary.  We  have  now  received  infor- 
mation as  to  a  portion  of  the  business  carried  on  by  the  Company,  and  we 
will  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  our  readers.  It  consists  of  the  following 
extracts  from  the  CeyUm  Obaerver^  the  extracts  being  descriptions  by  its 
reporters  of  the  progress  of  the  construction  of  the  camp  for  Boer  prisoners 
at  Diyatalawa  : — 

*  'Haputale,  May  17th. 
'  Mr.  Benzie,  of  the  Colombo  Commercial  Company,  with  his  assistants,  has 
arrived  from  Radulla,  and  they  hope  to  start  immediately  to  put  the  buildings 
tog-ether. 

"  *  Diyatalawa,  May  20th. 
"  *  The  iron  framework  of  the  first  prison  for  the  Boers  is  up,  under  Mr.  Benzie's 
supervision,  of  the  Colombo  Commercial  Company's  contract,  and  material  for  other 
pi  isons  to  be  erected  by  the  same  Company  are  scattered  over  the  sites. 

** '  Diyatalawa  Camp,  May  29th. 

*  From  hundreds  the  workmen  are  gradually  coming  up  to  thousands.  Already 
the  Commercial  Company  have  four  of  the  iron  buildings  up. 

**  *  Diyatalawa,  May  30th. 

*  Mr.  Benzie  and  his  staff  have  four  ircn  buildings  up,  and  are  forging  ahead  with 
the  balance  of  the  Commercial  Company's  contract. 

**  *  List  of  Buildings  (first  contract),  July  15th. 
'  Forty  iron  sheds  (120  by  20)^  ten  kitchens,  twenty  latrines,  two  hospitals,  one 
isolation  hospital,  one  hut  for  medical  officer,  one  police  barrack,  one  ration  shed,  c*ne 
re^^erve  ration  shed,  quartermaster's  store,  sectional  officer's  quarters,  building  for 
officers,  building  for  commandant,  one  office  building,  three  huts  for  guards.' 

''These  extracts  appear  to  establish  the  fact  that  the  Colombo  Com- 
mercial Company,  in  which  Mr.  Chamberlain,  according  to  the  return 
registered  at  Somerset  House  this  year,  is  one  of  the  largest  shareholders, 
has  executed  a  considerable  portion  of  the  work  of  erecting  the  encampment 
for  the  Boer  prisoners  deported  to  Ceylon.  The  fact  scarcely  calls  for 
comment,  at  all  events  at  the  present  moment.  No  doubt  when  the  House 
of  Conmions  meets  further  light  will  be  thrown  upon  these  transactions.  We 
may,  however,  add  that  in  July,  1896,  Mr.  Chamberlain  sanctioned  an 
important  Minute  by  the  Governor  of  Ceylon.  This  document  laid  down 
the  following,  among  other  regulations  : — 

"  '  No  officer  shall  be  allowed  to  engage  in  commercial  pursuits  or  purchase  shares 
in  any  local  land  company.  .  .  .  Nor  shall  any  officer  make  or  continue  an  invest- 
ment which  may  interest  him  privately  in  any  affair  or  undertaking  with  which  his 
public  duty  is  concerned.  All  officers  shall  confidentially  consu*t  the  Grovemment  as 
regards  any  investment  which  may  be  reasonably  open  to  doubt.  The  foregoing 
regulation  applies  to  the  holding  of  land  by  an  officer  in  the  name  or  names  of 
members  of  an  officer's  family. ' 

**Mr.  Chamberlain,  perhaps,  will  state  his  reasons  in  the  House  of 
Commons  why  he  himself  is  exempt  from  these  perfectly  proper  provisions 
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to  prevent  in  the  case  of  colonial  officers  in  Ceylon  any  conflict  between  thai 
public  duty  and  their  private  interests,  direct  or  indirect." 
Two  days  later  the  Morning  Leader  followed  up  the  above  with  some 
further  information  about  Kynochs,  Limited.    It  said  : — 

**  We  have  already  announced  the  intention  of  the  directors  of  Kynoch. 
Limited,  to  increase  the  capital  of  that  company  by  the  issue  at  par  of  new 
ordinary  shares  to  the  amount  of  £125,000.  These  new  shares  are  to  be 
allotted  fn  o  rata  to  the  existing  ordinary  shareholders  in  the  proportion  of 
one  new  share  for  each  two  shares  already  held.  The  market  price  of 
Kynoch  ordinary  shares  has  risen  on  the  Birmingham  Stock  Exchange  t« 
£23  bid,  so  that  the  allotment  of  the  new  shares  at  £10  represents  a  bonus 
to  the  registered  holders  of  no  less  than  £6  10s.  per  old  share. 

**Mr.  Chamberlain  has  asserted  that  he  has  no  interest,  direct  or  in- 
direct, in  Kynoch,  Limited,  or  any  firm  or  company  supplying  war  materiil 
to  the  Government.  The  country  at  present  is  awaiting  an  authoritative  defi- 
nition of  the  phrase  **  interest  direct  or  indirect."  In  the  meantime  we 
make  no  apology  for  submitting  a  table  showing  the  holdings  of  the  Chamber- 
lain circle  in  the  ordinary  shares  of  Kynoch,  Limited,  as  set  forth  in  the 
latest  returns  available  at  Somerset  House  : — 

Prwent  holding  Right  to  allot- 
of  £10  Oniinaiy  ment  of  new 


i^haioA.  shares. 

Arthur  Chamberlain   3,2 J  6  1,6<'8 

Messrs.  Chamberlain  and  Stewart ..  50  25 

Arthur  Cliamberlain  and  two  others  160  30 

Katherine  Chamberlain   200  100 

Bertha  Chamberlain    200  150 

Arthur  Neville  Chamberlain    50  25 

Herbert  Chamberlain  and  two  others  80  40 

•Joseph  Austen  Chamberlain   i 

*Clara  Ryland  \  500  250 

♦Thomas  W.  Ryland   * 

Clara  Ryland   100  50 

J.  S.  Nettlefold    1,500  750 

Margaret  Nettlefold    335  1«7 

John  Arthur  Kenrick   15  7 


Total    6,406  3,202 


*  Executors  of  Frederick  Ryland,  deceased. 

**Li  addition  to  their  holdings  of  ordinary  shares,  the  same  parties  own 
among  them  1,120  preference  shares  of  £10,  worth  in  the  market  £12  apiece, 
thus  representing  a  value  of  £13,440. 

**  When  the  increase  of  capital  is  carried  through,  the  total  holding^  the 
Chamberlain  circle  will  be  9,608  ordinwry  shares  of  £10,  equal  to  £96,080 
nominal,  or  at  £23  per  share,  the  present  market  price,  a  total  of  £220,964. 
Add  to  this  the  value  of  the  family  holding  in  preference  shares,  and  we 
arrive  at  the  grand  total  of  £234,424.  It  may  be  noted,  by  the  way,  thaU 
the  bonus  represented  by  the  allotment  at  £10  of  shares  valued  at  £23 
represents  an  immediate  bonus  to  the  Chamberlain  circle  of  £41,639. 

"  Public  attention  has  so  frequently  and  so  strongly  been  directed  to  the 
contracts  for  cordite  existing  between  Messrs.  Kinoch  and  the  Government 
that  the  public  probably  has  gained  the  impression  that  these  are  the  only 
dealings  which  the  firm  has  with  the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty.  Bat 
such  an  impression  is  quite  erroneous.  We  learn  from  a  small  pamphlet 
issued  by  the  firm  as  an  advertisement  of  their  smokeless  powders  that  they 
are  *  the  principal  contractors  to  the  British  War  Office  and  Admiralty  for 
military  ammunition  and  powders,  cordite,  black  gunpowder,  smaU-arm 
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ammunition,  auick-firing  cartridge?,  including  armour-piercing,  bursting 
shrapnel  and  lyddite  shells.  They  employ  about  5,000  hands  at  their 
different  works.'  Probably  when  the  House  meets  we  may  learn  something 
of  the  extent  of  the  dealings  of  this  favored  firm  with  the  State." 


Mr.  J.  A.  Wanklyn,  M.P.  for  Bradford,  has 
A  Defender  of     sent  to  the  papers  a  letter  he  has  written  to 
Mr.  Chamberlain,    one  of  his  constituents,  defending  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain from  the  attacks  made  upon  him  in 
this  connection.    He  says : — 

The  following  statement  with  reference  to  the  Birmingham  Trust  is  in 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  own  words,  and  I  have  the  authority  of  the  right  honour- 
able gentleman  to  publish  it : — 

**  *  I  hold  a  very  small  portion  of  the  capital  of  this  company.  I  do  not  know,  and 
never  have  known,  anythmg  whatever  about  its  investments,  which,  of  course,  a'e 
constantly  chan^rinfc-  1  did  not  know  that  it  had  anv  investment  in  the  company 
called  •'Tubes,  Limit-d,"  and  I  did  not  kn  »w  that  "  Tubes,  Limited,"  were  interested 
to  any  extent  in  Government  business.  If  the  statement  made  is  correct— which  C 
am  unable  to  verify — it  amounts  to  this That  I  have  a  small  portion  of  Trnrtt 
^hares ;  that  they  in  turn  have  a  small  portion  of  their  funds  invested  in  **  Tubes  "  ; 
that  "  Tubes  "  does  some  business  with  the  Government.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
any  of  these  transactions.  I  have  never  concerned  myself  with  any  Uovernment 
contract  since  I  have  been  in  public  life,  and  although  it  would  appear  that  to  the 
infinitesimal  exteut  named  I  am  interested  in  the  transa  -tions  of  **  rubes,*'  I  was  not 
myself  aware  of  the  fact  at  the  time  when  I  said  that  I  had  no  direct  or  indirect 
interest  in  any  firm  supplying  the  Government  with  military  stores.*  *' 

Mr.  Wanklyn  goes  on  to  defend  Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  grounds, 
first,  that  he  is  a  very  busy  man  devoting  his  whole  attention  to  public 
aflEiirs,  and  giving  no  attention  to  the  companies  in  which,  like  other 
members  of  Parliament,  he  has  made  investments.  Secondly,  that  he 
has  made  enormous  sacrifices  by  retiring  from  business  and  giving  all 
time  and  attention  to  a£&,irs  of  State.    In  consequence, 

*'  He  is  only  to-day  a  man  of  moderate  fortune,  and  he  can,  I  believe, 
claim  that  he  is  a  poorer  man  now  than  when  he  entered  Parliament." 

Mr.  Wanklyn  proceeds  : — 

It  is  not  so  much  that  some  members  of  the  Opposition  are  angry  with 
Mr.  Chamberlain  as  this— that  they  are  vexed  with  themselves  for  ever 
bavins  left  him,  and  for  having  left  him  in  pursuit  of  such  a  *  Will  of  the 
Wisp  as  Home  Rule.  This  sentiment,  which  I  have  been  aware  of  for 
years,  is  clearly  expressed  in  the  letter  of  Mr.  Norman  Hamilton,  the  Liberal 
Imperialist  candidate  for  South  St.  Pancras.  *  Traverse  the  Empire,'  writes 
this  gentleman,  *as  I  have  done  .  .  .  and  you  will  find  a  unammous 
ooinion  that  he  is  the  best  Colonial  Minister  of  inodem  times.  .  .  . 
Those  who  ought  to  know  say  so  ;  we  who  have  watched  him  six  years  think 
it  in  our  hearts.  .  .  .  I  for  one  frankly  wish  he  had  never  left  us, 
or  that  we  had  a  man  like  him  in  our  party." 

And,  finally,  as  we  are  "  all  proud "  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr. 
Wankljm  appeals  to  his  correspondent  and  the  Opposition  generally — 

**To  abandon,  in  the  Press  and  upon  the  platform,  the  personal  attacks 
upon  this  statesman  which  have  done  so  much  not  only  to  bring  discredit 
upon  themselves,  but  to  discredit  English  public  life,  and  that  they  should 
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confine  themselves  to  criticism  of  his  policy,  and  of  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  which  he  is  so  prominent  a  member  ? " 

The  latter  appeal  had  best  be  addressed  to  Mr.  Chamberlain  him:^ 
whose  personal  attacks  upon  Liberal  Ministers  have  done  perhaps  more 
than  the  acts  of  any  other  single  indi^'idual  to  lower  the  tone  of 
English  public  life.  Witness  some  of  his  election  speeches  already 
quoted  from,  and  his  frequent  attempts  to  defame  Mr.  Gladstone,  while 
the  great  Liberal  statesman  led  his  party.  The  other  special  pleas  on 
Mr.  Chamberlain's  behalf  are  inapplicable  to  such  a  case  as  that  of  the 
Colombo  Company.  It  is  a  point  of  honour  with  Ministers  that  thev 
have  no  personal  interest  in  Government  contracts.  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
alleged  "  sacrifices "  do  not  justify  any  exception  in  his  case.  A 
Minister  of  the  Crown  should  be,  like  Caesar's  wife,  above  suspicion, 
and  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  applied  that  criterion  to  the  case  of 
Sir  Hercules  Robinson  (Lord  Rosmead). 


The  speech  delivered  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
SiR  H.  Campbell-    Bannerman  at  the  opening  of  a  new  Liberal 
Bannerman  on      club  at  Dundee,  on  November  15th,  has  been 
Liberalism  axd     much  discussed  and  much  misrepresented  bv 
Imperialism.        Unionist  critics.    That  is,  perhaps,  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  since  it  is  part  of  the  Tory  gam** 
to  try  and  disunite  the  Opposition,  however  much  they  may  profess  to 
pray  for  its  strength.    The  speech  has  been  reprinted  (in  an  authorised 
edition)  by  the  Liberal  Publication  Department,  and  may  be  obtained 
from  42,  Parliament-street,  for  three-halfpence,  post  free.    We  reprint 
here  the  more  important  portions  of  the  speech  : — 

The  False  Issue  at  the  Election. 
If  one-hundredth  part  of  all  that  has  been  said  were  true,  you  and  I 
could  scarcely  dare  to  look  each  other  in  the  face  to-day.  Yet  we  are  hert, 
proud  of  ourselves,  proud  of  the  great  traditional  party  to  which  we  helooi^, 
and  not  in  the  least  abashed  or  daunted  by  anything  that  has  occurred.  And 
why  ?  I  can  suggest  two  very  good  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  because  if 
we  thought  before  the  election  badly  of  the  Grovemment  and  their  policy 
and  their  methods  the  election  confirmed  us  in  that  bad  opinion  ;  and,  in  the  | 
second  place,  if  we  thought  well  of  ourselves  and  our  policy  and  our  methods 
we  were  confirmed  again  in  that  good  opinion.  And  we  have  that  degree  of 
confidence,  by  right  of  our  principles,  in  the  good  sense  and  right  judgment 
of  our  countrymen  that  we  know  before  many  months  are  over  andassooDfts 
the  excitement  of  war  has  passed  away  our  twofold  opinion  will  be  that  U 
the  country  at  large.  The  election  was  a  false  election.  We  knew  it  and 
our  opponents  knew  it,  and  the  best  men  among  them  are  ashamed  of  it 
They  are  ashamed  of  the  meanness  which  hustled  the  country  into  an  electioo 
at  an  undesirable  time,  on  a  flimsy  and  fallacious  plea  of  necessity,  so  that  b 
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^^reat  constitutional  proceeding  was  proHtituted,  and  a  fine  patriotic  sentiment, 
filling  all  classes  among  us,  was  exploited  and  taken  advantage  of  for  the 
sordid  and  selfish  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  retain  oflice.  And  they  are 
still  more  ashamed  of  the  tactics  which  were  pursued  when  it  was  sought  to 
rouse  prejudice  against  us  by  alleging  that  we  were,  two-thirds  of  us,  traitors, 
and  that  we  desiml  the  success  of  the  enemies  of  our  country,  and  that  votes 
given  to  us  would  be  votes  given  to  those  enemies.  This  allegation  reached 
a  depth  of  infamy  in  party  malice— and  let  us  never  forget  that  it  was  made 
on  the  word  of  a  Minister  and  repeated  by  that  Minister  again  and  again. 
It  reached  a  depth  of  party  malice  to  which  no  previous  Government  has 
ever  sunk.  What  its  effects  may  have  been  on  the  voters  we  cannot  tell,  and 
it  would  be  diflicult  indeed  to  estimate  it ;  but  I  will  say  this  for  myself,  that 
I  would  sooner  see  any  party  with  which  I  was  associated  suffer  direct 
defeat  at  the  polls  than  win  a  vote  by  resort  to  devices  so  dishonouring. 

The  Reconstbuction  of  the  Ministby. 
**  Now  the  election  is  over,  and  they  have  been  busy  ever  since  in 
re-arranging  the  Government.  It  is  not  we  Liberals  that  clamour  for  the 
reconstruction  of  the  Government.  We  did  not  much  care  how  they 
allocated  the  oflices  among  themselves.  What  we  did  complain  of  was  the 
general  tone  and  policy  of  their  Administration,  and  especially  ill-advised 
words  and  action  by  certain  individuals  amongst  them.  But  I  suppose  the 
rearrangement  was  demanded  by  restlessness  and  weariness  among  them- 
selves internally  and  also  by  the  impatience,  the  obvious  and  avowed 
impatience,  of  their  supporters  outside  ;  and  these  amiable  feelings  have 
now  been  gratified,  and  we  have  been  amused  by  watching  the  process.  We 
have  seen  the  rumours  going  out,  and  then  we  have  seen  their  fulfilment  or 
non-fulfilment.  We  have  seen  the  appointments  and  then  the  disappoint- 
ments. The  stable  remains  the  same,  the  horses  are  the  same,  but  every 
horse  is  in  a  new  staU.  It  does  not  seem  necessarily  to  ^ve  any  additiontd 
strength  to  the  team,  but  I  daresay  it  adds  a  little  pleasmg  variety  to  their 
existence.  Let  us  hope  now  that  we  are  done  with  it,  and  that  there  will  be 
no  more  new  revelaUons  and  excitements  for  us  when  we  take  up  our 
morning  newspaper.  But  of  course  one  never  knows  what  may  happen  ; 
there  are  two  possibilities  that  occur  to  me.  If  you  have  a  Cabinet  of  20 
members,  why  should  you  not  go  on  and  make  it  30,  and  gratify  so  many 
more  people  ?  Also,  I  am  afraid  if  you  look  into  any  Parliamentary  list  you 
might  find  that  there  are  one  or  two  sitting  members  for  Birmingham  still 
left  who  have  not  been  made  Privy  Councillors,  and  even  they  must  by-and- 
by  be  exhausted. 

Liberals  and  the  Empibe. 
I  have  said  that  the  company  here,  a  sample  of  Liberals  everywhere, 
are  full  of  faith  and  hope.  This  is  true.  Everywhere  that  I  go  I  find  the 
spirit  of  the  Liberal  party  excellent,  and  I  am  told  everywhere  that  there  is 
substantial  unity  among  its  members,  and,  above  all,  a  great  desire  for  the 
enforcement  and  attainment  of  a  greater  degree  of  unity  than  even  yet 
exists.  Of  course,  we  are  always  a  party  of  independent  thought.  We  are 
the  party  of  reform  and  progress  and  movement  and  action.  We  are  based 
upon  the  ideas  of  freedom,  and  there  will  always  be  some  among  us  who  go 
faster  and  some  who  go  slower,  some  who  are  too  rash,  and  some  who  are  too 
timid.  There  will  always  be  these  differences,  but  we  can  all  go  in  the  same 
direction.  I  believe  from  my  own  experience,  confirmed  by  that  of  others, 
that  there  never  has  been  a  time  when  on  all  domestic  questions  there  was 
what  I  may  call  greater  evenness  of  pace  among  the  Liberal  party  than  at  the 
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present  moment.  But  let  me  direct  your  attention  more  particularly  to 
external  policy — I  mean  not  only  our  relations  with  foreign  States,  but  to  the 
policy  which  maintains  and  upholds  the  interests  of  the  Empire.  This,  of 
course,  is  the  region  of  political  interest  to  which  attention  is  most  directed 
at  present.  I  asserted  the  other  day  that  on  this  question  of  Imperial  policy 
there  is  substantial  agreement  among  four-fifths  of  the  Liberal  party. 
Extremists  there  are  on  either  side.  There  are  men  who  shrink  from  the 
responsibilities  we  bear,  and  who  would  not,  almost  on  any  plea,  add  t^' 
them  ;  and  there  are  others  who  are  somewhat  greedy  for  territory  and 
glory  and  would  make  much  noise  about  them.  But  putting  these  twi> 
extremes  aside — I  believe  I  put  them  at  a  large  figure  if  I  speak  of  them 
one-fifth  of  the  party — where  is  the  natural  chasm  among  the  rest  of  which 
we  hear  so  often  ?  I  can  find  it  nowhere.  It  is  the  merest  calumny  to  ay 
that  we  are  indifferent  to  our  Imperial  interests.  It  was  to  a  great 
extent  Liberal  enterprise  that  formed  the  Empire ;  it  certainly  was 
Liberal  policy  that  has  preserved  it.  If  it  had  not  been  for  the 
application  of  Liberal  ideas  we  should  have  lost  our  colonies  long 
ago.  But  one  of  the  surest  ways  of  consolidating  its  strength  is  to 
avoid  those  blatant  pretensions  and  that  aggressive  spirit  which  some  seem 
to  mistake  for  patriotism,  And  if  we  turn  from  patriotism  to  the  smaller 
but  still  very  important  question  of  the  armed  strength  of  the  country,  is 
there  anything  to  be  said  against  us  as  a  party  in  that  regard  ?  Why,  as  to 
the  Navy,  it  is  a  commonplace  of  all  parties  that  we  must  retain  the  undis- 
puted command  of  the  seas,  and  that  nothing  must  be  spared  to  keep  our 
Navy  as  strong  as  it  must  be.  And  as  to  the  Army,  I  can  refer  you  to  two 
very  recent  testimonies  which  show  that  we  have  never  been  indifferent  to 
the  condition  and  efiiciency  of  the  Army.  Lord  Wolseley,  a  man  who  has 
done  more  for  the  improvement  of  our  military  strength  than  probably  any 
man  alive,  said  the  other  day  that  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  reforms  of  the 
Liberal  party  and  the  late  Lord  Card  well,  which  have  been  carried  on  loyally, 
on  the  whole,  by  his  successors,  we  could  never  have  thought  of  sending 
such  a  force — ^about  160,000  men  I  think — to  South  Africa.  My  second  piece 
of  evidence  is  that  Lord  Lansdowne,  late  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  said  the 
other  day  that  this  strong  South  African  expedition  would  not  have  been 
possible  had  it  not  been  for  the  scheme  of  reorganisation  of  the  administra- 
tive departments  which  he  found,  when  he  went  to  the  War  Office,  had 
been  elaborated  by  his  Liberal  predecessor,  whoever  that  may  have  been, 
and  which  he  took  en  bloc  and  published  and  put  into  force,  and  wiUioQt 
which  he  said  this  ^eat  force  of  men  could  not  have  been  sent  to  South 
Africa  at  all.    I  think  we  may  rest  upon  these  two  pieces  of  evidence. 


It  is  said  also  there  are  among  us  a  remnant  of  the  Manchester  School 
and  all  idle  and  ignorant  people  in  the  street  ai*e  ready  to  denounce  and  decry 
the  Manchester  School.  Why,  if  there  is  a  remnant  among  us  either  of  the 
men  or  of  the  ideas  of  the  Manchester  School  I  am  profoundly  grateful  for 
it.  Who  among  us  can  throw  a  stone  at  them  ?  Why,  their  main  doctrines 
are  enshrined  in  the  public  policy  of  the  country.  What  was  it  they  were 
fighting  for  ?  They  were  fighting  against  the  whole  forces  of  the  Tory  party 
and  against  nearly  the  whole  force  of  the  privileged  classes  in  the  country. 
Their  doctrines  were  the  doctrines  of  freedom  of  trade,  love  of  peace,  due 
regard  to  economy,  non-intervention  in  the  squabbles  and  iealousies  of  other 
nations,  and  the  bestowal  of  free  institutions  upon  our  colonies,  so  that  the 
colonies  might  gradually  be  trained,  nay,  might  train  themselves,  to  beoooie 
nations  on  their  own  account  in  co-operation — let  us  hope  in  co-<^)eration  aod 
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perfect  amity — with  the  people  of  this  country,  from  whom  they  sprang. 
These  are  the  doctrines  of  this  Manchester  School,  and,  as  I  say,  nobody  is  so 
idle  and  so  ignorant  that  he  cannot  have  a  fling  at  them.  They  are  doctrines 
which  even  the  present  Government,  if  they  wish  to  do  it,  dare  not  repudiate, 
although  we  sometimes  suspect  that  in  particular  cases  they  disregard  them. 
If  there  are  still  alive  men  in  our  ranks  who  in  the  changed  circumstances  of 
the  day — of  course  wisely  adapting  their  doctrines  to  these  changed 
circumstances  and  events — if  there  are  men  who  still  keep  proclaiming  these 
sound  old  cardinal  principles,  who  still  preach  righteousness,  and  still  warn 
us  against  a  love  of  Empire  and  pride  of  Empire  running  into  greed  of  Empire, 
I  thank  heaven  for  it.  It  is  not  only  that  they  are  essential  to  the 
completeness  of  the  Liberal  party,  they  are  essential  to  the  good  government 
of  the  country. 

The  Imperialist  Libebals. 
I  have  publicly  condemned  this  action  of  the  Liberal  Unionist  Council 
— I  mean  the  Liberal  Imperial  Council — there  is  not  much  difference  perhaps 
in  the  general  effect  upon  the  position  of  the  Liberal  party — as  injurious  to 
the  great  party  whose  welfare  is  in  our  hands  and  fatal  to  our  efficiency  in 
Parliament.  I  would  say  the  same  to  any  other  section  which  gave  itself  the 
same  airs,  and  which  set  itself  up  in  the  same  manner  with  a  similar  organi- 
sation and  similar  pretensions  ;  and  1  am  sure  in  this  I  have  behind  me  the 
sympathy  and  support  of  the  great  body  of  Liberals.  What  does  this  amount 
to  ?  Let  us  consider  what  would  have  happened  if  in  the  old  days  such  pro- 
ceedings had  been  tolerated.  Why,  it  is  not  only  that  they  would  have 
discarded  these  soimd  doctrines,  but  they  would  have  ruled  out  of  the  party 
Mr.  Cobden,  Mr.  Bright — aye,  and  Mr.  Gladstone  himself.  And  if  you 
come  down  to  our  own  time  and  take  living  men,  their  words  and  actions,  if 
they  mean  anything  at  all,  would  mean  exclusion  from  the  party  of  such 
men  as  Sir  William  Harcourt — a  man  as  patriotic  as  any  man  among  them,  a 
man  who  has  done  splendid  service  to  us  for  so  many  years,  who  has  fought 
valiantly  for  us  in  tnis  election  ;  besides  that,  the  very  man  whose  financial 
genius  has  furnished  the  means  for  carrying  on  some  of  these  schemes  which 
these  gentlemen  profess  so  keenly  to  admire.  If  I  came  nearer  home, 
out  would  go  Mr.  John  Morley,  whom  Montrose  Burch  honours 
itself  by  returning  to  Parliament.  There  is  no  man,  whatever  his  opinions 
may  be,  but  would  say  that  the  absence  of  Mr.  John  Morley  would  be 
a  loss  to  the  Liberal  party.  And  this  is  done  by  men  calling  themselves 
Liberals  !  My  excuse  for  them  is  that  they  do  not  see  the  real  bearing  and 
tendency  and  consequence  of  what  they  are  doing.  The  other  night  our 
friends  of  the  Imperial  Liberal  Cbuncil,  largely  d^uring,  dined  together,  and 
my  old  friend  and  colleague  Lord  Brassey  presided  over  them.  .  .  .  My 
friend  Lord  Brassey  went  on  to  say  that  they  had  to  form  themselves  into 
this  militant  body  because  there  were  men  within  the  Liberal  party  disloy^d 
and  who  wished  success  to  the  enemies  of  their  country.  Who  are  these 
men  ?  Who  is  disloyal  ?  Have  you  ever  met  one  of  these  disloyal  Liberals? 
I  confess  I  know  none  of  them.  Surely  it  has  not  come  to  this — that  they 
have  taken  a  leaf  out  of  the  book  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  that  every- 
one who  does  not  approve  of  all  his  goings  on  and  his  peculiar  manner  of 
dealing  with  other  people  is  to  be  condemned  as  a  disloyal  person. 

LOBD  ROSEBBBY. 

*'  Lord  Rosebery,  to  our  great  regret,  went  out  of  public  life  four  years 
ago.  None  of  us  ever  rightly  understood  why.  The  desire  of  the  Liberal 
party  then  was  that  he  should  remain.    The  desire  of  the  Liberal  party  ever 


Digitized  by 


572 


THE  LIBKBAL  MAGAZINE. 


[Deoember,  ISOO. 


since  that  time  has  been  that  he  should  return.  Our  attitude  and  our  polic>' 
towards  Lord  Rosebery  iu  that  policy  which  is  familiar  to  us  in  the  phrase  of 
the  *open  door.'  Hie  door  has  always  been  open  for  Lord  Rosebery'is 
return.    We  should  welcome  him  and  rejoice  to  see  him  standing  among  hk 


work  which  they  have  been  endeavoiuing  to  prosecute  under  the  most 
unfavourable  circumstances  during  his  absence.  Of  one  thing  you  may  be 
quite  sure,  that  Lord  Rosebery  wfll  never  come  back  to  put  himself  at  the 
head  of  a  section.  I  know  nothing  of  his  disposition  or  of  his  intentions ; 
but  I  am  certain  of  this— that  if  he  enters  public  life  again  he  will  come  back 
to  the  whole  party,  the  whole  Liberal  paity  with  which  he  was  associated 
before,  to  the  party  with  all  its  healthful  shades  of  opinion,  which,  after  all, 
are  only  indications  of  a  healthy  intelligence." 

After  warning  his  audience  against  the  tactics  of  the  Tory  party 
in  exaggerating  and  making  capital  out  of  alleged  Liberal  differences, 
Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  went  on  to  appeal  for  closer  unity.  He 
said : — 


**  In  all  these  charming  schemes  one  thing  is  left  out  of  account— namely, 
the  inherent  vitality  and  honest  force  of  the  old  Liberal  party  to  which  you 
and  I  belong.    And  I  venture  to  prophesy  that  it  will  be  too  much  for  all 
these  schemers.  What  we  want  in  the  Liberal  party  is  not  to  suit  our  enemies, 
but  to  suit  ourselves.    It  is  not  division,  but  cohesion.    It  is  not  jealousy, 
but  co-operation.    It  is  not  searching  after  new  parties,  but  the  consolidation 
of  the  old  piirty.    In  the  country  you  have  this  desire,  and  you  understand 
what  is  wanted  ;  but  I  am  constantly  met — in  fact  I  have  had  an  echo  of  it 
to-day — by  people  who  say,  *  We  are  all  united  here,  but  why  cannot  you 
people  in  the  House  of  Commons  agree  among  yourselves  ? '    Why,  indeed  ?  Is 
there  any  man  in  the  whole  Liberal  party,  in  the  length  and  breadth  of  it,  whi> 
can  more  honestly  and  with  more  experience  of  the  fact  than  I  say,  "Why, 
indeed  "  ?  I  was  appointed  two  years  ago  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  my  fellow 
members  in  the  House  of  Commons  to  lead  them,  and  so  long  as  they 
desire  it  I  will  discharge  the  duties  to  the  best  of  my  power.  But  surely  that 
gives  me  a  little  claim  upon  them.    I  have  no  object  in  public  life,  still  more 
emphatically  have  I  no  object  in  the  position  1  hold,  save  to  maintain  the 
great  and  beneficent  principles  of  our  party,  to  preserve  its  position 
as  a  mighty  instrument  for  the  good  of  our  common  country.    .    .  . 
I  am  glad,  for  my  part,  that  Parliament  has  been  called  together.    We  shall 
ask  why,  if  the  financial  exigency  required  it,  that  financial  exigency  was  not 
known  before  the  General  Election  took  place.    But  that  is  a  subordinate 
point.  We  are  in  singular  ignorance  of  the  whole  course  of  proceedings  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  but  if  what  we  read  is  confirmed  there  is  much  need 
of  explanation.    The  British  people  are  a  trustful  and  a  patient  people,  « 
reasonable  people,  and  they  are  warm-hearted  and  generous.     They  will 
make  the  fullest  allowance  for  military  necessity,  but  if  any  sign  of  wanton 
or  vindictive  cruelty  perpetrated  in  their  name  is  to  be  found  their  anger 
will  be  deeply  aroused.     However,  we  do  not  know  the  facts.    We  await 
information,  and  in  the  meantime  all  wise  men  among  us  will  reserve  their 
judgment.    But  to  be  resolute  in  prosecuting  and  enforcing  our  creed  and 
vigilant  in  our  criticism  it  is  necessary  that  we  must  be  united,  ready  to 
yield  our  individual  prejudices,  and  sacrificing  much  time  and  some  enjoy- 
ment.   This  is  our  plain  duty.' 


carrying  on,  as  he  so  well  can,  the 


The  Need  of  Unity  and  the  Pabty's  Duty. 
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The  Irish  Unionists  seem  to  be  anything 
The  Government    but  a  happy  family  just  now.    There  has  been 
AND  Ireland.       a  recrudescence  of  agrarian  agitation  under 
Mr.  O'Brien^s  United  Irish  League,  and  there 
are  two  policies  by  which  the  discontent  of  the  tenantry  is  proposed  to 
be  met.    One  is  that  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P.  for  South  Tyrone, 
who  has  propounded  a  scheme  of  compulsory  Land  Purchase,  and 
thrown  up  his  office  of  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  because  Lord  Salisbury  would  not  listen  to  his  suggestions. 
The  other  is  the  Coercion  Policy,  which  the  Government  are  being 
incited  by  the  Times  and  the  Irish  landlords  to  take  up  once  more, 
and  have  so  far  yielded  to  it  as  to  proclaim  and  break  up  more  than 
one  of  the  meetings  of  the  League. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  on  resigning  his  position  in  the  Government, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Rev.  D.  Manderson,  Hon.  Sec.  of  the  South 
Tyrone  Liberal  Unionist  Association,  in  which  he  says : — 

"  The  first  shot  in  the  battle  for  compulsory  sale  has  been  fired.  To-day 
I  cease  to  be  a  member  of  the  Government,  Lord  Salisbury  being  strongly 
opposed,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  my  proposals  on  Irish  land. 
However  much  I  may  regret  the  severance  from  my  work  at  the  Local 
Government  Board,  work  in  which  I  took  more  than  a  mere  official  interest, 
I  cannot  help  recognising  that  my  restoration  to  the  position  of  a  private 
member  leaves  me  free  for  work,  of  which  there  is  abundance,  in  connection 
with  Ulster  politics  ;  and  I  write  to  you  to  say  that  to  two  questions  I  intend 
in  the  future  to  devote  the  whole  of  my  time  and  energies.  First,  I  hope  to 
do  something  to  organise  the  Ulster  farmers.  Their  influence  in  the  past 
has  been  very  far  from  what  it  ought  to  be,  and  in  and  out  of  Parliament  I 
should  do  one  man's  work  in  making  the  present  land  system  impossible. 
There  are  stirring  and  eventful  times  before  us  in  Ireland,  and  the  satisfac- 
tion I  feel  at  being  free  to  take  ray  share  in  the  work  quite  outweighs  any 
regret  I  feel  at  my  severance  from  official  duties.  Secondly,  I  hope  to  give 
more  time  to  temperance  work,  both  in  its  legislative  and  social  aspects.  This 
18  work  which,  as  you  know,  has  always  had  my  deepest  sympathy.  It  will, 
in  future,  have  a  httle  more  of  my  time  than  I  have  been  able  to  give  it  in 
the  past.  After  I  had  spoken  at  Clogher  on  September  20th  I  told  my 
friends  that  the  speech  would  in  all  probability  result  in  my  exclusion  from 
the  Ministry.  I  spoke,  therefore,  with  full  deliberation.  The  tie  between 
myself  and  my  constituents  will  not  be  weakened  by  the  fact  that  the  first 
blow  in  this  battle  has  fallen  upon  their  representative.  The  battle  will  go 
forward,  and  when  Lord  Salisbury's  '  existing  circumstances '  are  changed, 
as  changed  they  ere  long  will  be,  the  way  will  be  cleared  for  some  such 
settlement  as  I  outlined  in  that  speech,  which  was  carefully  thought  out  and 
to  the  substance  of  which,  after  all  that  has  been  said,  I  resolutely  adhere." 

After  the  speech  referred  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  in  which  he  advocated 
compulsory  Land  Purchase,  the  Landlords'  Convention  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution  at  a  meeting  at  Dublin :  "  That  we  desire  to  protest 
in  the  strongest  manner  against  the  scheme  of  spoliation  and  confisca- 
tion just  propounded  by  a  member  of  the  Government,  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  under  the  name  of  *  compulsory  purchase,'  and  also  against  his 
numerous  misstatements  and  inaccuracies  respecting  Irish  landowners." 
In  a  subsequent  letter  to  Mr.  M*Elroy,  one  of  the  promoters  of  a 
meeting  of  his  supporters  held  in  Aughnacloy,  Mr.  Russell  says  : — 
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**I  am  much  obliged  for  the  special  resolution  in  regard  to  my  own 
conduct.  The  r6le  of  martyr  does  not  fit  me,  and  I  have  no  desire  to  assume 
it.  I  happen  to  have  strong  convictions  on  two  or  three  great  social  issues. 
My  late  colleagues  do  not  share  these  convictions.  How  can  two  watt 
together  unless  they  be  agreed  ?  Of  course,  according  to  latter-day  ideas, 
a  subordinate  Minister  ou^ht  not  to  be  weighted  with  convictions  upon  any- 
thing. His  duty  consists  in  drawing  his  salary — a  very  pleasant  occupatiOT 
— and  doing  as  his  betters  decide  for  him.  I  am  not  made  of  this  stuff. 
Fortunately,  I  can  do  without  the  salary.  My  wants  are  few.  But  1  cannct 
do  without  my  convictions  ;  and  if  the  Ulster  tenants  will  stand  by  me  I  shall  do 
my  best  to  make  the  Irish  land  question  a  reality  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  I 
am  not  going  to  argue  in  the  columns  of  a  hostile  Tory  Press  with  landlords 
and  agents.  Though  you  bray  a  fool  in  a  mortar  yet  will  he  not  depart  from 
his  foUy.  They  will  be  answered  on  our  platforms  and  in  Parliament.  Oar 
course  in  Ulster  is  clear.  We  shall  strive  to  convince  Parliament  by  every 
constitutional  method  of  the  justice  and  necessity  of  our  case.  The  chief 
Land  Commission  must  be  assailed.  It  has  been  packed  by  men  steeped  to 
the  lips  in  landlord  prejudice.  The  Court  of  Appeal  is  largely  occupied 
reversing  its  decisions.  The  Augean  stable  at  Merrion-street  must  be  cleared 
out ;  and  one  of  my  first  duties  in  the  new  Parliament  will  be  to  bc^n  tli« 
spring  cleaning  of  that  establishment.  At  the  late  election  in  SouUi  Tyrone 
we  separated  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  I  feel  a  strength  I  never  felt  before, 
and  with  a  united  and  determined  people  Lord  Salisbury's  existing  circum- 
stances will  soon  be  changed." 

It  is  evident  from  the  above  that  the  relations  between  the  "  Liberal " 
Unionists  and  the  Tories  of  Ulster  are  considerably  strained. 


The  "strange  case  of  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett," 
Mr.  Plunkett's     Vice-President  of  the  Irish  Board  of  Agricol- 
Case.  ture,  is  another  phase  of  this  quarrel.    He  was 

rejected  by  the  electors  of  South  Dubhn 
through  a  split  in  the  Unionist  party.  The  landlords  and  Orangemen 
brought  out  a  candidate  against  him,  one  pretext  being  that  he 
had  appointed  a  Home  Ruler  as  an  official  of  his  department  The 
result  of  this  split  was  that  both  the  Unionist  candidates  were 
defeated,  and  a  Nationalist  slipped  in.  Thus  the  landlords'  revolt 
against  a  Home  Buler  as  a  subordinate  official  led  to  the  election  of 
a  Nationalist  Member  of  Parliament  for  a  Unionist  constituency.  Mr. 
Plunkett  has  been  consoled  with  a  banquet,  and  he  hinted  thereat 
that  a  seat  would  be  found  for  him  elsewhere,  to  obviate  the  necessity 
of  his  retiring  from  the  administrative  office  which  he  holds,  and 
which  he  intimated  he  could  not  hold  long  if  he  did  not  find  a  seat 
Mr.  Plunkett  is  suspected  of  sympathy  with  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell's  views 
on  Land  Purchase,  and  the  Times  coupled  the  two  together  in  the 
following  homily,  which  appeared  in  its  leading  columns  of  November 
20th  :— 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  hope  for  peace  so  long  as  disorder  is  followed  bjr 
concessions.  Mr.  Wyndham  has  not  only  to  face  the  revival  of  the  domina- 
tion of  the  League  in  the  southern  provinces,  but  the  outcry  for  compulsoiy 
sale  in  the  Ni>rth.  The  tenantry  of  Ulster  have  followed  the  example  of  the 
tenantry  of  the  South,  and,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Russdl,  they 
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[The  names  of  the  successful  candidates  are  in  all  cases  printed  to  the 
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smaller  type.] 


Aberdeen,  North  (10,047). 

r>.  V.  Pirie,  L   4238 

R.  Williams,  C.       ...  -2251—1087 
1886— L.  3900.   1886-L,  unop.   1892-L.  3592. 
189&-L,3548.  By-«l.  (I896>-L,  430. 

Aberdeen,  Sontli  (11,383). 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  Bryce,  L. ...  4238 
W.  C.  Smith,  L.U.  ...  3830—408 
18»— L,  3083.   1886-L.  unop.  1892-L,  1745. 
1896-L.  864. 

Aberdeenshire,  East  (12,404). 
A.  W.  Maconochie,  L.U.  4173 
T.  R.  Buchanan,  L. ...  4100—73 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
1885— L.  3354.    1886-L.   2408.   1892-L,  1624. 
By^.(1892>-L,1326.  1895-L.  1415. 

Aberdeenshire,  West  (10,656). 
Dr.  R.  Farquharson,  L.  4352 
Sir  A.  H.  Grant,  C.  ...  3213—1139 
1885— L,  2238.  1886-L,  2197.  1892— L,  80.  1895- 
L,  220. 

Aberdeen  A  Glasgow  Universities 

— tee  Gl^vsoow. 
Abingdon— «c«  Berkshire. 
AccRiNGTON— Lancashire. 
Altbincham— Cheshire. 
Andover— «ee  Hampshire. 

Anglesey  (9627). 

Ellis  J.  Griffith,  L.      ...  Unop. 

1885-  L.  950.  1886-L.  307.  1892-L,  1718.  1896- 

L.  1027. 

Antrim,  East  (8886). 

Col.  J.  M.  M'Calmont,  C.  3582 
Dr.  King  Kerr,  C.  and 

Pres   2653—929 

1886—  C,  2075.  1886— C,  unop.  1892— C,  unop. 

1895— C,  uuop. 

Antrim,  Mid  (8219). 

Hon.  R.  T.  O'Neill,  C. 
1885— C,  1119.  1886— C,  3608. 

1895— C,  unop. 

Antrim,  North  (8600). 

W.  Moore,  C   Unop. 

1885-C,  1084.   1886-C,  2519.   By-el.  a887)-C, 

1329.    1892-C,  2630.  1896-C.  unop.  By-el. 

1899>-C,  unop. 


Unop. 
1892— C,  unop. 


Antrim,  Sontli  (10,381). 
W.  E.  Macartney,  C.  ...  3674 
S.  Lowther,  Ind.  C. ...  3081—593 
1885-C,  1367.  1886-C.  unop.  1892— C,  unop. 
1895— C,  unop. 

APPLEBV— Westmorel-\nd. 
Arfon— Carnarvonshire. 
Argyleshire  (10,406). 

D.  N.  Nicol,  C   3834 

J.  S.  Ains worth,  L.  ...  3234—600 
1885-L,  484.  1886-C,  613.  1892-L,  80.  1895- 
C,  135. 

Armagh,  Mid  (7363). 

J.  B.  Lonsdale,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885— C,  1511.  1886— C,  1638.    1892-C,  unop. 

1895-C,  unop.  By-el.  (1898)— C,  unop.  By-el. 

(1900)— C,  14(Jl, 

Armagh,  North  (10,014). 
Col.  the  Right  Hon.  G.  J. 

Saunderson,  C.     ...  3579 
J.  Orr,  Ind.  C.        ...  2468—1111 
1885-C,  1819.   1886-C,  2893.   1892-C,  unop. 

1895— C,  unop.  , 

Armagh,  South  (7152). 

J.  Campbell,  N   1646 

Dr.  O  Neill,  N.       ...  1261—385 
1885— N,  unop.   1886— N.  unop.  1892— N.  1197. 
1895-N,  1388: 

Ashburton— Devonshire. 
Ashford— «ce  Kent. 
Ashton-mider-Lyiie  (7753). 
H.  J.  Whiteley,  C.      ...  3648 
E.  A.  Parkyn,  L.     ...  2400—1148 
J.  Johnston,  Soc.     ...  737 
1885— C,  46.  1886— C,  casting  voting  of  Mayor. 
1892-C.  135.  1896^,754. 

Aston  Manor  (12,339). 

Hon.  Evelyn  Cecil,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885— L,  1153.  1886-C,  782.   By-el.  (1891)-C, 
2978.   1892-C,  3987.  1895-C.  3678. 

Attercliffe— «6c  Sheffield. 
Aylesbury— Buckinghamshire. 
Ayr  District  (6819). 

C.  L.  Orr-Ewing,  C.    ...  3101 
Col.  E.  C.  Browne,  L.  2511—590 
1885-L.  342.  1886-LU.  1175.  By-el.  (1888)- 

L,  53.    Bv-el.  (1890)-C.  130.    1892-L.  7. 

1895-C,  336. 
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Ayrshire,  North  (13,657). 
Hon.  T.  H.  Cochrane,  L.U.  5985 
A.  Williamson,  L.    ...  4791—1194 
1885-L,  960.   1886-LU.  unop.   1892-LU,  448. 
1896-LU.  710. 

Ayrshire,  South  (15,941). 
Sir  W.  Arrol,  L.U.     ...  6615 
A.  Johnson  Ferga8on,L.  5753 — 862 
1885-L,  1411    1886-LU.  6.  1892-L,  197.  1896 
-LU.  550. 

Banbury— Oxfordshire. 
Banffshire  (8156). 
A.  W.  Black,  L.        ...  2768 

J.  Watt,  C   2470—298 

1885-L,  1732.    1886-L.  1189.    1892-L,  869. 
By^l.  (1893>-L,  771.  1895-L,  510. 

Barkston  Ash— *c«  Yorkshire. 
Barnard  Castle— ^ee  Durham. 
Barnsley— *c«  Yorkshire. 
Barnstaple— «M  Devonshire. 

Barrow-in-Furness  (7755). 

Sir  C.  W.  Cayzer,  C.  ..  Unop. 
1885-L,  346.   1886-LU.  1330.  By-el.  (1890y- 
L,82.  1892-0,422.  1895—0,837. 

Basingstoke— Hampshire. 
Bassetlaw— «ce  Nottinghamshire. 

Bath  (2)  (7300). 

Col.Wyndliam.Murray,C.  3486 
Rt  Hon.  E.  R.  Wode- 

hoose,  L.U   3439 

"    D.  Maclean,  L.       ...  2605—834 

A.  C.  Morton,  L.     ..  2549 

1885-1  L  and  1 0.  1886-U,  656.  1892,  U-196. 
1895-LU,  441. 

Battersea  (14,420). 

John  Bums,  L   5860 

R.  Carton,  C   5606—254 

1885-L,  712.    1886-L,  186.    1892-L,  1569. 
1895-i,  253. 

Bedford  (4711). 

C.  G.  Pym,  C  2115 

P.  Barlow,  L   1848—267 

1885-L,  302.  1886-L.  23.   189a-L,118.  1895- 
0, 166. 

Bedfordshire,  North,  or  Biirgles- 
wade  (13,697). 
Lord  A.  F.  Compton,  L.U.  Unop. 
1885-L,  1615.    1886-LU.  482.  1892-L,  544. 
1895-LU.  267. 

Bedfordshire,  Sooth,  or  Luton 

(13,317). 
T.  G.  Ashton,  L.        ...  5474 
G.  E.  Elliott,  L.U.  ...  5371—103 
1885-L,   2209.    1886-L,  673.   1892— L,  1019. 
By-el.  (1892>-L.  242.   1896-L,  186. 


BelflEkst,  East  (14,566). 

G.  W,  Wolff.  C   Unop. 

1885-0,  104.     1886-0.  3816,     By-«l.  (1891)- 

O,  2136.   1892—0,  unop.  1896— O.  unop. 

BelflEkst,  North  (10.117). 
Sir  J.  H.  Haslett.  C.   ...  4172 

T.  Harrison,  Ind.  ...  1855—2317 
1885-0, 2585.    1886-0.  3790.     1892-C.  an^ 

1895—0,  unop.   By-cl.  (1896)— C.  161. 

BelflEkst,  South  (8441). 

W.  Johnston,  C.         ...  UDop. 
1885-0, 2620.      1886-3885.      1892-€.  ma^ 
1895— C,  unop. 

BelflEkst,  West  (9552). 

H.  O.  Amold-Forster,  L.  U.  Unop. 
1885-0,  37.      188&-N,  103.       1892-LU,  SB. 

1896— LU,  unop. 

Berkshire,  East,  or  Wokingham 

(11,465). 

Capt.  O.  Young,  C.     ...  Unop. 
1885-0, 1648.     1886-0.  unop.     1892-0. 2W. 
1895-0,  unop.    By-el.  (1898)-C.  1036, 

Berkshire,  North,  or  Abingdon 

(8698). 

A.  K.  Loyd,  C   Udoji. 

1885-0, 1259.      1886-0, 1989.  189»-C, 
1895-0, 1045. 

Berkshire,  South,  or  Newbnry 

(10,595). 

W.  A.  Mount,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1885-0,202.      188ft-C,unop.  1892-0,660. 
1895-0, 11». 

BERMONDSEY— ^  SOUTHWARK. 

Berwiok  -  ON  -  Tweed— ^  North 

UMBERLAND. 

Berwickshire  (5492). 
H.  J.  Tennant,  L.       ...  2518 
Lord  Dunglass,  C.    ...  196S— 550 
1885-L,  2533.      1886-L,  1601.      189e-L,  T^SL 
By-€l.  (1894)-L,  566.  1895-L,  507. 

Bethnal  Oreen,  North-East  (8013). 
Sir  M.  M.  Bkownaggree,  C.  2988 

H.  L.  W.  Lawson,  L.  2609-579 
1885-L.  1251.      1886-L.  372.       1892-L.  577. 
1895-0, 160. 

Bethnal  Oreen,  Sonth-West  (8128). 

F.  S.  Ridley,  C   2862 

E.  H.  Pickersgill,  L. . . .  2514-348 
Conservative  Gain. 
1885-L.  888.      1886-L,  549.      1892-L,  1035. 
1895-L.  279. 

BEWDLEY— «C«  WOROESTERSHIRE. 

Biogleswade— Me  Bedfordshire. 
Birkenhead  (15,486). 

Sir  Elliott  Lees.  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885-0.1173.      1886-0.1169.      1892-C,  8D4. 
By-el.  a894>-0. 106.  1895-0.  204. 
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Sumingham,  Bordesley  (16,199) 

Rt.  Hon.  Jesse  Collings,  L.U.  Unop. 
188&-L,  1343.  1886— LU.  3435.  1892— LU,  3722. 
1896-LU.3850. 

Birmizigliain,  Central  (12,010). 

E.  Parkes,  L.U   Unop. 

18»-L,  773.  188&-LU,  unop.  By-cl.  (1889)- 

LU,d060.  1892-LU.  4003.  1896-LU.  unop. 

Birmingham,  East  (13,070). 
Sir  J.  B.  Stone,  C.      ...  4989 
J.  V.  Stevens,  L.      ..  2836—2154 
1886— L,  1252.    1888-C,  789.    1892-C,  2200. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Birmingham,  Edgbaston  (12,015). 

F.  W.  Lowe,  C   Unop. 

1885— L,  1191.  1886-LU.  unop.  1892-LU,  unop. 
189&— LU,  unop.  By-cl.  (1898)— LU,  unop. 

Birmingham,  North  (9930). 

J.  T.  Middlemore,  L.U.  Unop. 
1885— L.  618.   1886-LU,  unop.   1892— LU,  2726. 
1896-LU,  3334.   By-el.  a899)-LU,  unop. 

Birmingham,  South  (12,564). 

J.  Powell  Williams,  L.U.  Unop. 
1885— L,  1788.  1886-LU.  unop.  1892-LU,  2923. 

1895-  LU.  36'&. 

Birmingham,  West  (13,035). 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Chamberlain,  L.U.  Unop. 
18»— L,2764.   1886-LU.  unop.   1892-LU,  4418. 

1896-  LU.  42ff8. 

BmiL—see  King's  CJounty. 

Bishop  Auckland— Durham 
County. 

Blackburn  (19,496). 
Sir  W.  H.  Hornby,  C. ..  11247 
Sir  W.  Coddington,  C. . . .  9415 
P.  Snowden,  Soc.     ...  7096—2319 
1885— C,  1686.  1886-C,  unop.  1892-C.  1774. 
1896-C,  2310: 

Blackfriabs  and  Hutc?hksontown— 
see  Glasgow. 

BLACKPOOL-^ee  Lancashire. 

Bodmin— ««e  CJornwall. 

Bolton  (2)  (19,716). 

H.  Shepherd  Cross,  C. ...  Unop. 

G.  Harwood,  L   „ 

1885-  C,  930.  1886-C,  1216.  1892-C,  565.  1896- 

1  C.  1  L,  562. 

BooTLE— ««e  Lancashire. 
Bordesley— >sce  Birmingham. 
Boston  (3448). 

W.  Garfit,  C  1710 

W.  T.  Simonds,  L.  ...  1155-555 

1886-  L,  299.  1886-C,  48.  1892-L,  62.  1896- 

C.  396. 

Bosworth— «e«  Leicestershire. 


Bow  and  Bromley— «e«  Tower 
Hamlets. 

Bradford,  Central  (10,442). 
J.  L.  Wanklyn,  L.U.  ...  4634 
A.  Anderton,  L.      ...  4007—627 
1886-L.  1543.  1886-L.  450.  1892-L,  466.  1896- 
LU,  41. 

Bradford,  East  (14,189). 
Capt.  the  Hon.  R  H.  F. 

Greville,  C   6121 

W.  E.  B.  Priestley,  L.   5514  607 
188&-L.  346.  1886-C.  296.  1892-L.  202.  1896- 
C.704.  By-cl.  (1896)-C,  386. 

Bradford,  West  (12,340). 

E.  Flower,  C   4990 

J.  W.  Jowett,  Lab.  ...  4949-41 

188&-L.  1280.    188&-L.  1352.  1892-L,  253. 
1896-C,  466. 

Brecknockshire  (11,584). 

C.  Morley,  L   Unop. 

1886-L,  1502.  1886-L,  unop.  1892-L,  1258. 

1895-  t,  963. 

Brentford— *ec  Middlesex. 
Bridgeton— xffce  Glasgow. 
Bridgwater— *e«  Somerset. 
BniQQ—iee  Lincolnshire. 
Brighton  (2)  (18,634). 
G.  W.  E.  Loder,  C.     ...  7858 

B.  C.   Vernon  - Went - 
worth,  C   6626 

J.  Kensit,  C.  A  Prot  4693—1933 
1886-C,  2120.  1886-C,  32*2.  By-cl.  (1889)-C. 
2507.   1892-C.  1686.  1895-C,  2411. 

Briohtside— «ee  Sheffield. 
Bristol,  East  (13,181). 

C.  E.  Hobhouse,  L.     ...  4979 

R.  A.  Sanders,  C.    ...  3848—1131 

1885-  L,  2264.  1886-L,  1736.  By-«1.  (1890)-L. 
2875.  1892— L,  imop.  By-el.  (1896)— L,  182. 
1896-L,  2256. 

Bristol,  North  (12,157). 

Sir  F.  Wills,  L.U.      ...  4936 

Sir  C.  Smith,  L.       ...  4182—754 

1886-  L,  1064.  1886-LU,  850.  1892-L,  345. 

189&-LU,  238. 

Bristol,  Sonth  (13,206). 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  H.  Long,  C.  5470 

W.  H.  Davies,  L.     ...  4859—611 
1885-L.  96.  1886-C.  102*.  1892-0,548. 

1896-  C,  759. 

Bristol,  West  (8466). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bt.,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885-C.  1413.   1886-C.  2018.    1892-C.  unop. 
189&-C,  1973. 

Brixton— *€e  Lambeth. 
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Bromley— Bow  and  Bromley. 

Buckinghamshire,  Mid,  or  Ayles- 
bury (l  1,414). 

Hon.  W.L.  RothBchild,  L.  U.  Unop. 
1885-L.  2852.   1886-LU.  3043.   1892-LU,  2523. 

1896— LU,  unop.   By-cl.  (1899)— LU,  unop. 

Buckinghamshire,  North  or  Buck- 
ingham(l  1,685). 

W.  W.  Carlile,  C.      ...  5101 
H.  Beaumont,  L.     ...  4684—417 

1885-  L,  1456.  1886—0.  71.  Bv-el.  0899)— L.  208. 
By-el.  a891)-L.  381.  1892-L.  449.  1896- 
C,  436. 

Buckinghamshire,  South,  or  Wy- 
combe (13,064). 
W.  H.  Grenfell,  C.     ...  6111 
J.  Thomas,  L   3582—2529 

1886-  C,  853.  1886-C.  1083.  1892-C,  1042.  1895 
— C.  unop.   By-el.  (1896)— C,  unop. 

BucKROSE— >jee  Yorkshire. 
Burnley  (14,393). 

W.  Mitchell.  C   0773 

Hon.  P.  J.  Stanhope,L.  6173-600 
Conservative  Gain. 
1885-L.  667.    1886-LU,  43.   Bv-el.  (iSBTy-U 
545.   1892-L.   1415.    By  el.  (1893)-L,  693. 
1896-L.  321. 

Burton— «e«  Staffordshire. 
Bury  (8681). 

J.  Kenvon,  C  4132 

G.  T^omlin,  L.         ...  3283—849 
1885-L.  189.   1886-Lr,  unop.   1892-LU,  829. 
1895-C.  672. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds  (2581). 
Sir  E.  W.  Greene,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885-C,  166.  1886-C.  335.   1892-C,  404. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Buteshire  (3412). 
Rt.  Hon.   A.  Graham- 
Murray,  Q.C.,  C.  ...  1241 
N.  Laraont,  L.        ...  1046—195 
1885-L.  284.  1886-C.  545.  By-el.  (1891>-C,  345. 
1892-C,  453.   1895-C,  unop. 

Caithness-shire  (4043). 

R.  L.  Harmsworth,  L. ...  1189 

D.  Henderson,  C.     ...  1161—28 

Dr.  G.  B.  Clark,  L.  ...  673 

F.  Auld,  L   141 

1885-L.  892.  1886-L.  1460.  1892-L.  1441. 

1895-  L,  1300. 

Camberwell,  Dulwich  (12,675). 

Sir  J.  B.  Maple,  C.     ...  Unop. 
1885-C,  1694.   1886-C.  unop.  By-el.  (1887)— 
C.  1412.  1892-C.  2180.   1895-C.  3082. 

Camberwell,  North  (12,397). 
T.  J.  Macnamara,  L.    ..  4820 
J.  R.  Diffgle,  C.       ...  3485—1336 
Liberal  Gain. 
1885-L.    162.    1886-C.    365.    1892-L.  845. 

1896-  C.  693. 


Camberwell,  Peckham  (11,835). 
F.  G.  Banbury,  C.       ...  4453 
F.  Hemphill,  L.       ...  3061—1302 
1885-C,  433.     1886-C.  751.     1892-C,  ISi 
1896-C.  1023. 

Camborne— <e€  Cornwall. 

Cambridire  (8,186). 

Sir  R.  Penrose  Fitzgerald,  C.  nop, 
1885-C,  107.  1886-C.  458.  1892-C,  256.  1886- 
C.  654. 

Cambridire  University  (6886). 
Sir  R.  C.  Jebb,  C.       ...  UnopL 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  E.  Gorst, 

Q.C.,C  

1885—2  C.  unop.  1886—2  C.  unop.  lfl9B-2  C. 
unop.  1896—2  C,  unop. 

Cambridgeshire,  East,    or  New- 
market (9477). 
H.  McCalmont,  C.      ..  4205 
C.  D.  Rose,  L.        ...  3218—1077 

1885-  L.    971.    1886-L,  300.    1892-L,  IBL 

1896-C.  343. 

Cambridgeshire,  North,   or  Wis- 
bech  (10,838). 
Hon.  A.  Brand,  L.      ...  4007 
C.  T.  Giles,  C.        ...  384^—161 
Liberal  Gain. 

1886-  L,  323.  1886-C,  1087.  By-d.  (1891V- 
L,  260.  1892-L,  122.  By  el.  (I894)-L,  ik 
1896-C.  223. 

Cambridgeshire,  West,  or  Chester 

ton  (10,554). 
Capt.  W.  R.  Greene,  C.  4190 
H.  E.  Hoare,  L.      ...  3961—229 

1886-C.  86.  1886-C.  976.  1892-L.  398.  1886- 
C,  420. 

Camlachie— ^  (iLAsaow. 

Canterbury  (3955). 

J.  Henniker  Heaton,  C.  Unop. 
1886— C.  979.  1886— C.  unop.  1892— C.  niup^ 
1896— C,  unop. 

Cardiff  (22,361). 
Sir  E.  J.  Reed,  L.       ...  9342 
J.  La>vrence,  C.      ...  8541-801 
Liberal  Gain. 
1886-L,  140.  1886-L,  342.  1892-L,  686.  18S6- 
C,  824. 

Cardiganshire  (13,299). 
M.  Vaughan-Davies,  L.  4568 
J.  Harford.  C.         ...  3787-781 

1885-  L,  2323.  1886-L.  9.  189e-L.  1963.  ia»- 

L.  1179. 

Carlisle  (7218). 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully,  L.  Unopc 

1886-  L.  unop.    188&-L.  293.    1892-L,  145. 

1896-L.  314. 
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Unop. 


Carlow  County  (8132). 

J.  Hammond,  N. 
188S— N,  4060.   1886-N.  unop.  By-el 
N,  2216.  1892-N,2925.  1895-N, 

Carmarthen  District  (5557). 

A.  Davies,  L   2837 

Sir  J.  J.  Jenkins.  L.  U.  2047—790 
Liberal  Gain. 
1885— L,   1603.    1886~L,   222.    1892-L.  225. 
189&-LU,  52. 

Oarmartlienshire,  East  (9967). 
Abel  Thomas,  Q.C.,  L.  4337 
Capt.  E.  Richardson,  C.  2155—2182 
1885— L,  2365.    1886-L,  unop.    1892-L,  3116. 
1896-L.2005. 

Carmarthenshire,  West  (9338). 

J.  Lloyd  Morgan,  L.   ...  Unop. 
1885— L,  1626.   1886-L,  2265.  Bv-el.  (1889)-L, 
1722.   1892-L,  unop.  1895^L,  1040. 

Carnarvon  District  (5202). 
D.  Lloycl-George,  L.   ...  2412 

Col.  Piatt,  C.   21 16—296 

1885-L,  66.  1886— C,  136.  By-«l.  (1890)-L,  18. 
1892-L,  196.   1895-L,  194. 

Carnarvonshire,  North,  or  Arfon 

(9473). 


W.  Jones,  L. 


Unop. 


1885— L,  1724.  1886-L,  1122.  1892— L,  unop. 
1895-L.  1629. 

Carnarvonshire,  South,  or  Eifion 

(9119). 

J.  Bryn  Roberts,  L.    ...  Unop. 
1885-L,  1962.  1886-L,  2977.   1892-L,  2594. 
1896 — L.,  unop. 

Cavan  Comity,  East  (a372). 

S.  Young,  N   Unop. 

1885  and  1886— N,  unop.  1892— N,  4664.  1895— 
N,  unop. 

Cavan  Comity,  West  (9944). 

T.  McGovem,  N.        ...  Unop. 
1885-N,  4646.     1886-N,  unop.     1892— N,  4608. 
1895— N,  unop.  By-el.  G895>— N,  unop. 

Chatham  (10,730). 

Sir  H.  D.  Davies,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1886-C,  786.     1886-C,  765.       1892-C,  377. 
1895-C,  583. 

Chelmsfobd— «M  Essex. 
Chelsea  (12,736). 

C.  A.  Whitmore,  C.    ...  4637 

J.  Jeffrey,  L   3306—1331 

1885-L,  175.       1886-C,  176.  1892-C,  566. 
1895-C.  1920. 

Cheltenham  (7584). 

J.  T.  Agg-Gardner,  C...  Unop. 
1885-C,  804.       1886-C,  1063.       1892-C,  631. 
1895-C,  469. 

Chertsey— «ee  Surrey. 


Cheshire,  Altrincham  (13,061). 
C.  R.  Disraeli,  C.       ...  5685 
E.  F.  Alford,  L.       ...  4177—1608 
1885-C,  752.      1886-C.  unop.      1892-C,  798 
1896-C,  1375. 

Cheshire,  Crewe  (13,447). 

J.  Tomkinson,  L.       ...  6120 

J.  E.  Reiss,  C.        ...  4921—1191 
Liberal  Gain. 

1885-L,  808.      1886-L,  646.  1892-L,  1668. 
1895-C.  550. 

Cheshire,  Eddisbmry  (10,584). 
H.  J.  Tollemache,  C.  ...  Unop. 

1885-  C.  121.       1886-C,  679.       1892-0, 536. 

1895-  C,  1806. 

Cheshire,  Hyde  (10,485). 

G.  Chapman,  C   4774 

J.  F.  Brunner,  L.  4195—579 

1886-  L,  656.       1886-C.  443.  1892-C,  306. 

1895-C,  891. 

Cheshire,  Knntsford  (10,119). 
Hon.  A.   de  Tatton 

Egerton,  C   Unop. 

188&-C,  1244.     1886-C,  unop.    1892-C,  1962. 

1896 —  C.  unop. 

Cheshire,  Macclesfield  (8540). 

W.Bromley-DavenportjC.  Unop. 
1885-L,  465.        1886-C,  527.       1892-C.  926. 
1896— C,  unop. 

Cheshire,  Northwich  (12,067). 
Sir  J.  T.  Brunner,  Bt ,  L.  5377 
C.  L.  Samson,  C.     ...  4678—699 
1885-L.  1023.  'ISSe-LU,  458.    Bv-cl.  a887)- 
L,  1129.  1892-L,  1255.   1895-L,  16&. 

Cheshire,  Wirral  (14,899). 

J.  Hoult,  C   6084 

W.  H.  Lever,  L.      ...  5079—1005 
1885-C,  1495.   1886-C,  unop.  1892-C,  .2548 
1895-C,  unop. 

Chester  (7257). 
R.  A.  Yerburgh,  C.     ...  3303 
H.  Idris,  L   2574—729 

1885-  L,  300.  1886-C,  66.  1892— C,  620.  1895- 

C,  unop. 

Chesterfield-^cc  Derbyshire. 
Chester  -  le  -  Street— *C6  Durham 
County. 

Chesterton— 5€«  Cambridgeshire. 
Chichester— vsee  Sussex. 
Chippenham— Wiltshire. 
Chorley— «e«  Lancashire. 

Christchiirch(8ll6). 
Major  K.  R.  Balfour,  C.  3411 
Hon.  T.  A.  Brassey,  L.  3408—3 

1886-  C,  178.  1886— C.  239.  1892-C,  203.  1895— 

C,  84. 

Cirencester— G  loucestershire. 
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mfli»imift.TiTm.TiRhirft    and  Kinross- 
shire  (7609). 

E.  Wason,  L   3284 

G.  Younger.  C.       ...  2933—351 

1885— L,  unop.  1886— L,  1315.    1892— L,  1614. 
U95-L.646.  By-el.  (1899)-L,  616. 

dapham  (16,572). 
P.  M.  Thornton,  C.     ...  7504 
F.  D.  Perrott,  L.     ...  3084—4420 

1885-  L.  326.  1886-C,  469.  1892— C,  644.  1895— 

C,2021. 

Clare  Co.,  East  (12,028). 

W.  Redmond,  N.        ...  Unop. 
18J6-N,  5935.  1886-N.  unop.  1892-P,  444. 
1895-P,  67. 

Clare  Co.,  West  (10,683). 
Major  J.  E.  Jameson,  N.  Unop. 

1886—  N.  6474.  1886— N,  unop.  1892— P,  1007. 

1896-N,  403. 

Cleveland— *e€  Yorkshire. 
Clitheroe— *ee  Lancashire. 

COCKERMOUTH— >»e€  CUMBERLAND. 

Colchester  (5663). 
Sir  W.  D.  Pearson,  Bt.,  L.  2648 
Col.  T.  J.  Holland,  L.U.  2274—274 

1885—  C,  166.  1886-C,  295.  By-«1.  (1888)-C. 
439.  1892-C,61.  By-el.  (1895)-L,  263.  1895 
-L.  205. 

College  Green— *ec  Dublin. 

CoLNE  Valley— «ee  Yorkshire. 

Cork  City  (2)  (13,153). 
W.  O'Brien,  N.  ... 
J.  F.  X.  O'Brien,  N. 
J.  C.  Blake,  N. 
M.  Healy,  N. ... 

1886-  N,  5072.  U86-2  N,  unop.  By-el.  (1891>- 
N.1512.  1892-N,  1573.  By-el.(lte5)-N,  177. 
1895-N.  175. 


5812 
5513 

2235—3278 
1985 


Cork,  East  ( 

Capt.  A.  Donelan,  N.  ...  Unop. 
1886-N,  4048.   1886, 1892.  and  189&-N,  unop. 

Cork,  Mid  (7822). 

Dr.  C.  K.  Tanner,  N.  ...  Unop. 
1885— N,  4927.    1886. 1892,  and  1895— N,  unop. 

Cork,  North  (7463). 
J.  C.  Flynn,  N   Unop. 

1885—  N,  4880.    1886, 1892,  and  1895— N,  unop. 

Cork,  North-East  (7393). 
W.  Abraham,  N.        ...  Unop. 
1886, 1886, 1892,  and  1895— N,  unop. 

Cork,  South  (7611). 

E.  Barry,  N   Unop. 

1886—  N,  4628.   1886, 1892,  and  1896— N,  unop. 


Cork,  Soath-East  (8339). 

E.  Crean,  N   2037 

M.  Hickey,  Ind.  N.  ...  1509-^ 

1885-  N,  3969.  1886-N.  unop.  1892— K,  3«7. 

1896— N,  unop. 

Cork,  West  (6683). 
J.  Gilhooly,  N   Vwp. 

1886—  N,  3647.  1886— N,  unop.    1892—31.  3826- 

1896— N,  unop. 

Cornwall,  Mid,  or  St.  AnsteU  (994ev 
W.  A.  Mc Arthur,  L.   ...  Voop. 
1886-L,2281.   1886-Lunop.   By-d.  0887)- 
L.  211.  1892-L,  1608.  1896-L,  1101. 

Cornwall,  North-East,  or  Lannces- 

ton  (9616). 
J.    Fletcher  Moulton, 

0  C   L  3831 
F.  H.  E.  CunUffe,  L.U*   2757— 10« 
1886— L.  2103.     1886— L,  unop,      W92^U  964. 
i896-L,  658.      By-ei.  (1898)-L,  1088. 

Cornwall,  North-West,  or  Cambone 

(8023). 

W.  S.  Caine,  L   3101 

A.  Strauss,  L.U.     ...  2993—108 
Liberal  Gain. 

1886-L,  349.      188e-L.  1087.  1892-L.  43B. 
1896-LU,  462. 

Cornwall,  Sonth-East,  or  Bodmin 

(10,026). 
Sir  L.  W.  Molesworth, 

L.U   4280 

T.  Snape,  L   3248— lOK 

1885—  L.  1163.  188&-LU,  1662.  1892— LU,25L 

1896-LU.  543. 

Cornwall,  Truro  (9290). 
Sir    E.  Duming-Law- 

rence,  L.U   3869 

C.  W.  Thornton,  L. ...  3051—818 

1886-  L,  933.  1886— LU,  1976.   1892— LU,  1511. 

1895— LU,  270. 

Cornwall,  West,  or  St.  Ives  (8389). 
E.  Hain,  L.U   Unop. 

1885-  L,  737.   1886-LU,  2507.   1882  and  1896- 

LU,  unop. 

Coventry  (12,145). 
C.  J.  Murray,  C.        ...  5257 
L.  Cowen,  L   4187—1070 

1886-  0,249.  188e-C,406.  By-d.  (1887)-L.  16l 

1892-L,  143.  1896-C,350. 

Crewe— >»ce  Cheshire. 
CRiCKLADE-^see  Wiltshire. 
Cromarty— «e«  Ross. 

Croydon  (18,567). 

Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritchie,  C.  Unq). 
1886-C,  1169.  By-el.  (1886)-C,  747.  1886-C, 
unop.  1892-C,  1694.  1896-C.  2229. 
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Cmnbeirland,  Ck)ckennoat]L  (10,897). 
J.  &  Randies,  L.U.     ...  4276 
Sir  W.  Lawson,  L.  ...  4067—209 
Unionist  Gain. 
1885— C.  10.  1886-L,1004.  189e-L,  770.  1896- 
L,  241. 


Cumberland,  Mid,  or  Penritli  ( 

Rt  Hon.  J.  W.  Lowther,  C.  Unop. 

1885-  L.  473.  1886-€,  644.  1892-C,  125.  1895- 

C,  600. 

Cumberland,   North,  or  Eskdale 

(10,054). 
C.  W.  Lowther,  C.     ...  4052 
R.  A,  Allison,  L.      ..  3349—703 
Conservative  Gain. 

1886-  L,  1586.  188S-L,  886.  1892-L.  813.  189&- 

L,  147. 

Cumberland.  West,  or  Egremont 

(9303). 

J.  R.  Bain,  C  3917 

D.  Ainsworth,  L.     ...  3377—540 

1885-  C,537.  188fr-C,  164.  1892-L,  471.  1896- 

C,  131. 

Darlington  (7331). 
H.  Pike  Pease,  L.U.  ...  Unop. 

1886-  L,  1206.   1886-L.67.  1892-L,  56.  1896- 

LU.  667.  By-el.  a898>-LU,  688. 

Dartford— *ee  Kent. 

Dabwen— «e«  Lancashire. 

Denbigh  District  (4137). 
Hon.  G.  T.  Kenyon,  C.  1862 
C.  Edwards,  L.       ...  1752—110 
1885-C,306.   1886-C.211.  1892-0,98.  1896- 
C,  229. 

DenbicMiire,  East  (10,242). 

S.  Moss,  L   Unop. 

1885-L,393.   1886-L,  26.  1892-L.  766.  1896- 
L.  1784.  By-cl.  a897)-L,  2327. 

Denbighshire,  West  (9290). 

J.  H.  Roberts,  L.       ...  Unop. 
18£5-L,  1594.  188&-LU,  unop.  1892— L,  2333. 
1896-L,  1603: 

Deptford  (15,000). 
A.  H.  A  Morton,  C.   ...  8236 
B.  Jones,  Lab.        ...  3806—2430 

1885-  C.367.  1886-0,627.  By^l.  (1888)-0,  275. 
1892-0,  565.  1896-0,  12®  By-el.  (1897)- 
C,324. 

Derby  (2)  (18,270). 

Sir  T.  Roe,  L  7917 

R.  Bell,  Lab   7640 

Sir  H.  H.  Bemrose,  C.  7389—251 

G.  Drage,  C   6776 

Two  Liberal  Gains. 

1886-  L,  2687.   1886-L.  2085.    1892-L,  1843. 

1895-0,  291. 


Derbyshire,  Ohesterfleld  (10,804). 

T.  Bayley,  L  5418 

A.  W. 'Byron,  C.     ...  4729-689 
1885-L,  1272.    1886-LU,  114.  1892-L,  182. 
1896-L,  247. 

Derbyshire,  Bigk  Peak  (10,420). 
O.  Partington,  L.       ...  4591 
S.  Roberts,  C.         ...  4432—159 
Liberal  Gain. 
1885-0, 9.  1886—0,  161.   1892—0,  3e6.  1895- 
0,  607. 

Derbyshire,  Dkestone  (14,519). 
Sir  W.  Foster,  L.       ...  6633 

F.  Wrigbt,  C   5698—935 

1885-L,  1967.    1886-L,  828.    By^l.  (1887)- 

L,1332.  1892-L,  1783.   1896-L,  961. 

Derbyshire,  Mid  (11,347). 
J.  A.  Jacoby,  L.        ...  5323 
H.  St.  John  Raikes,  C.  4094—1229 

1885—  L,  2380.    1886-L,  863.    1892— L,  992, 

1895-L,  575. 

Derbyshire,  North-East  (12,732). 
T.  D.  Bolton,  L.         ...  5251 
J.  Court,  L.U.        ...  4983—268 

1886-  L,  2463.    1886-L,  721.    1892-L,  2172. 

1895-  L,  527. 

Derbyshire,  Sonth  (14,499). 

J.  Gretton,  C   6073 

H.  H.  Raphael,  L.   ...  5707—366 
1886-L,  2092.  1886-L,  1163.    By-el.  (1892)- 
L.ia0.  1892-L,  unop.  1896-0.  8d7. 

Derbyshire,  West  (10,969). 
Hon.  Victor  Cavendish,  L.U.  Unop. 

1885—  L,  882.  1886— LU,  unop.  1892-LU,  3193. 

1895— LU,  unop. 

Devizes— «ee  Wiltshire. 

Devonport(2)  (8351). 

H.  £.  Kearley,  L.      ...  3626 

E.  J.  C.  Morton,  L.     ...  3638 

J.  Lockie,  C   3458— 80 

F.  McC.  Goodheart,  C.  3394 

1886-  0,  291.    1886-0,    980.  1892-L,  313. 

1896-  L,  208. 

Devonshire,  East,  orHoniton  (9348). 
Rt  Hon.  Sir  J.  Kennaway, 

Bt.,  C   Unop. 

1886—0,  1583.  1886—0,  unop.    1892—0.  2026, 
1895 — 0,  unop. 

Devonshire,   Mid,   or  Ashburton 

(9777). 

Rt.     Hon.    C.  Seale- 

Hayne,  L   4487 

J.  A.  Nix,  C   3716—771 

1885-L,  1251.  1886-L,  406.  1892-L,  711. 
189&-L,  410. 


Digitized  by 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


Devonahire,  North,  or  South  Molton 

(8714). 

G.  Lambert,  L   Unop. 

1885-L,  aOOl.  1886-LU.  1689.    By-el.  (ISSiy- 
L,  1212.  1892-L,  1339.   1896— L,  1360. 

Devonshire,  North-East,  or  Tiverton 

(9067). 

Rt.Hon!sirW.H.Walrond,C.  Unop. 
1885-C,  1103.    188e-C,  unop.    1892-C.  1332. 

1895—  C,  unop. 

Devonshire,  North-West,  or  Baxn- 

staple(i)>9i6). 

E.  J.  Soares,  L   5007 

SirW.C.Gull,Bt,L.U.  4660—347 

Liberal  Gain. 

1885-L,  843.  1886-LU.  1262.  1892-L,  147. 

1896-  LU,  322. 

Devonshire,  South,  or  Totnes  (9678). 

F.  B.  Mildmay,  L.U.  ...  Unop. 
1885-L.  1137    1886-LU.  3511.   1892-LU.  2431. 

1895— LU,  2366. 

Devonshire,  Torquay  (9313). 
F.  L.  Barratt,  L.        ...  4020 
C.  R.  Rankin,  C.     ..  3891—129 

Liberal  Gain. 
1885-L,  348.  1886-C,  80.   1892-C.  394. 
1895-C,  175. 

Devonshire,  West,  or  Tavistock, 

(12,202). 
J.  W.  Spear,  L.U.      ...  4746 
Hon.  J.  Wallop,  L.  ...  4731—16 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
1885-L,  2218.  1886— LU,  1195.   1892— L,  217. 
1895-L,  373. 

Dewsbury  (13,296). 

M.  Oldroyd,  L   6045 

F.  St,  John  Morrow,  C.  3897—2148 
1885— L,  2460.   1886-L  2559  1892-L,  2089. 
1895-L,  1504. 

DoNCASTER— *ee  Yorkshire. 
Donegal,  East  (7950). 

E.  McFadden,  N.       ...  3113 

J.  Cooke,  C   -2660—463 

1885-N,  1097.  1886-N.  1421.   1892-N,  763. 
1895-N,  662. 

Donegal,  North  (8095). 

W.  Doherty,  N   2662 

A.  O'Connor,  Ind.  N.  1613—949 
1885-N,  3645.   188&-N,  3349.   1892— N,  2711. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Donegal,  South  (8370). 
J.  G.  Swift  MacNeill, 

Q.C.,  N   Unop. 

1885-N,  3686.  1886-N,  35C6.  1892-N,  2530. 
1895— N,  2301. 

Donegal,  West  (9475). 

J.  Boyle,  N   Unop. 

1885, 18»6. 1892  and  1895— N,  unop. 


Dorset,  East  (11,616). 
Hon.  H.  N.  Sturt,  C.  ...  4776 

A.  Allen,  L  4680—96 

1885-L.  697.     1886-C.  656.     Bt-«1.  a891>-C. 

337.  1892— C,  unop.   1895-C.  unop. 

Dorset,  North  (8318). 

J.  K.  Wingfield-Digby,  C.  3705 

Hon.  G.  Gordon,  L.  ...  3165-^ 

1885-  L,  1489.       1886-L,  235.  1892— C.  5fi5 

1895—  C,  unop. 

Dorset,  South  (8011). 
Col.  W.  E.  Brymer,  C.  3884 
Capt.  A.  L.  Kenton,  L.  3519—365 

1886-  L.  33.   188&-C.991.    By-el.  (1891)— C,  40. 

1892— C,  168.  1895— C,  unop, 

Dorset,  West  (7448). 

Col.  R.  Williams,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1886-C.  141.       188&-C^1205.  ia»— C.SK. 

B. v-cl.  (1695)-C,  1213.   1896-C,  unop. 

Dover  (5938). 

G.  Wyndham,  C.  ...  Vnap. 
1885— C,  648.      1886-C,  unop.  1892— C.  1255. 

1896—  C,  unop. 

Down,  East  (8489). 
J.  A.  Kentoul,  C.       ...  Unop. 

1885—  C,  unop.  1886— C,  2532.    1892-C.  anofi. 

1896— C,  unop. 

Down,  North  (9886). 
T.  L.  Corbett,  C.        ...  4493 
Col.  Sharraan  -  Craw- 
ford, C  32.^(^1363 

1886-  C,  1474.     1886-C,  3995.     1892-C,  unop. 
1896-C,  unop.  By-el.  (1898>-C,  280. 

Down,  South  (8944). 

M.  M»Cartan,  N.        ...  Unop. 
1886-N,  1252.       1886-N,  970.      1892-N.  SH. 
1895-N,  679. 

Down,  West  (8815). 
Capt  A.  Hill,  C. 


Unop^ 

1885—  C,  unop.  1886— C,  5390.     1892-C.  unopL 

1895—  C,  unop.   By-el.  (1898)  C,  unop. 

Droit wicH—*ee  Worcestershire. 

Dublin,  College  Green  (10,223). 
J.  P.  Nannetti,  N.       ...  2467 
J.  L.  Carew,  N.      ...  2173—294 

1886-  N,  6030.     1886-N,  unop.  1892-P,1'Z7. 

1896—  P,  unop.    By-el.  (1896)  P,  unop. 

Dublin,  Harbour  (9932). 

T.  C.  Harrington,  N.  ...  Unop. 
1886-N,  5089.    1886-N,  unop.    1892-P,  3106. 
1896— P.  unop. 

Dublin,  St.  Patrick's  (9492). 

W.  Field.  N   Unop. 

1886-N.  4168.     1886-N.unop.     1892-P,  258*. 
1896— P.  unop. 
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Dublin,  St.  Stephen's  Oreen  (8714). 

J.  McCann,  N   3429 

J.  H.  M.  Campbell,  C.  2873—566 
Nationalist  gain. 
1885— N,  1943.   1886-N.  2443.    By-«1.  a888>- 
N.  1887.    1892-LU,  16.  1895— LU,  466.  By- 
el.  (1896)— LU.  432.  By-€l.(1898)-C.138. 

Dablin  County,  North  (12,429). 

J.  J.  Clancy,  N.         ...  Unop. 
1885— N.  6135.   1886— N,  unop.    1892-P,  1296. 
1895-P,  2240. 

Dublin  County,  South  (10,762). 

J.  Mooney,  N   3668 

Rt.  Hon.  H.  C.  Plun- 

kett,  C   2854—814 

E.  Ball.  C  1533 

Nationalist  Gain. 
1885-N,  1378.    1886-N.  1768.  1892-C.  2110. 
1895-0,1939. 

Dublin  University  (2)  (4669). 

Rt.  Hon.  Sir  E.  Carson,  C.  Unop. 

Rt  Hon.  W.  G.  H.  Lecky,  L.U.  „ 
1885-2  C.  unop.    188&-C.  1809.  1892— Con- 

t««todby3C.  1895-2  C,  unop.    By-el.  (1895) 

-LU  over  C,  746. 

Dudley  (15,859). 

B.  Robinson,  C   6461 

W.  Belcher,  Lab.     ...  5876—^ 

1885-L,  1166.    1886-C,  1930.  1892-C,  1049. 

1895-  C,  741. 

DuLWicH-^fee  C.vmberwell. 
Dnmbartonshire  (13,731). 

A.  Wylie,  C   6083 

P.  K.  Buchanan,  L. ...  5393—690 
1885-C.  157.   1886-0,32.  1892-L.293.  1895- 
C,  33. 

Dumfries  District  (3717). 
Sir  R  T.  Reid.  Q.C.,  L.  1847 
W.  Murray,  L.IJ.    ...  1300—547 
1885-L,  183.   1886-L,  330.  1892-L,  532.  1895- 
L.  600. 

Dmnfrieshire  (9178). 
W.  J.  Maxwell,  L.U.  ...  4124 
R  Souttar,  L.        ...  3675—449 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
If85-L,  1291.   1886-LU,  854.    1892-LU,  274. 

1896-  L,  13. 

Dundee  (2)  (18,655). 
E.  Robertson,  L.        ...  7777 

Sir  J.  Leng,  L   7650 

A.  W.  Smith,  C.      ...  5181—2469 
J.  E.  Graham,  L. U. . .  5152 
1885-L.  908.   1886-L.  4671.   By-el.  (1888>-L, 
2639.  1892-L,  2532.   1895-L,  2202. 

Dtirham,  City  (2607). 
Hon.  A.R.D.  Elliott,L.U.  1250 
SirW.  N.  Gewy,  L...  781—469 
^885-0.121.  1886-C,  274.  1892-L.  75.  1895- 
L,l.  By-el.  (1898)-LU.  65. 


Durham,  Barnard  Castle  (11»045). 
Sir  J.  W.  Pease,  Bt.,  L.  5036 
Maj.Hon.W.L.Vane,C.  3545—1491 

1885-  L,  3505.    1886-L,  unop.  1892— L,  £413. 

1895-L.  1076: 

Durham,  Bishop  Auckland  (11,341). 
J.  M.  Paulton,  L.        ..  4872 
W.  H.  Hopkins,  C.  ...  3641—1231 

1886-  L,  3627.   1886— L,  unop.    1892— L,  3177. 

1895-L.  1^ 

Durham,  Chester-le-Street  (16,358). 

Sir  J.  Joicey,  L   5830 

Capt.  Nicholson,  C.  ...  5391—439 
188&-L,  803.    1886-L,  unop.  1892-L,  2387. 
1895-L.  3257. 

Durham,  Houghton-le-Spring(  14,317 

R  Cameron,  L   6865 

R.  W.  Jackson,  C.  ...  4917—1948 
1885-L,  1744.    1886-C,  811.    1892-L,  1433. 
1896-L,  881. 

Durham,  Jarrow  (15,739). 

Sir  C.  M.  Palmer,  L.  ...  Unop. 
1885— L,  3071.    1886-L,  unop.  1892— L,  4927. 
1895— L,  unop. 

Durham,  Mid  (12,616). 
J.  Wilson,  L   5565 

C.  E.  Hunter,  C.  ...  4105—1460 
1885— L.  2554.    188&-L.  unop.    By-cl.  a890>- 

L,2094.   1892-L,  1992.  1896-^L,  1642. 

Durham,  North-West  (13,725). 
L.  Atherley- Jones,  L.  ...  5158 
J.  Joicey,  L.U.       ...  5137—21 
1885— L,  1996.   1886— L.  unop.  1892— L,  2230. 
1895-L,  1569. 

Durham,  South-East  (14,819). 
Hon.  F.  W.  Lambton, 

LU  6198 

J.  Richardson,  L.     ...  6524—674 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
1885-L.  749.     1886-LU,  939.     1892-L.  164. 
J896-LU,  114.  By-el.  a898>-L,  275. 

Ealing— «ec  Middlesex. 
Eastbourne— *ee  Sussex. 
East  Grinstead— «ee  Sussex. 
EccLEs— «ee  Lancashire. 
EccLESALL— *ee  Sheffield. 
Eddisbury— Cheshire. 
Edgbaston— «««  Birmingham. 

Edinburgh,  Central  (7630). 
G.  M.  Brown,  L.        ...  3028 
A.  Conan  Doyle,  L.U.  2459—569 
1885-L,  1247  1886-L,  1624.   1892-1975.  1895- 
L,  unop. 

Edinburfi^  East  (11,025). 

G.  McCrae,  L   4461 

R.  S.  Brown,  C.      ...  3170—1291 

1885  L,    2408.    1886-1441.    1892-L,  1160. 

1895-L,  449.   Bj-el.  (1899>-L,  1930. 
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Edinburgh,  Sontli  (14.794). 
Sir  A.  N.  Agnew,  L.U. .  6786 

A.  Dewar,  L   6655—111 

Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
1885-L.   1399.    188ft-L,  1587.    1892-L,  431. 
1896- LU.  97.  By.el.  a899)-L.  831. 

Edmbnrgh,  West  (S926). 

SirL.  Mclver.  L.U.    ...  4180 

RAdam,  L   2655-1525 

1885-L^  1175.  1886-LU,e90.  By-el.  (1888)-L, 

46.  ITC-LU,  512.     By-el.  (1896>-LU.  708. 

1896— LU,  unop. 

Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews  Uni- 
vermties  (9997). 

Sir  J.  B.  Tuke,  L.U.  ...  Unop. 
1885— C.  387.  1886andl892— C,  anop.  1896— C, 

unop.  By^l.  (1896)— C,  unop.  By-el.  (1900)— 

C.  unop. 

Edinbnri^hire,  Midlothian  (13,991). 
Hon.  A.  O.  Murray,  L.  6804 
Col.  Hon.  L.  Dalrymple- 
HamUton,  C.        ...  5490—314 
1885-L,  4631.  1886-L.  unop.    1892-L.  690. 
1895-L.  469. 

Egremont— «ee  Cumberland. 
EiFioN— ^  Carnarvonshire. 
Elgin  District  (4535). 
A.  Asher,  Q.C.,  L.      ...  1744 

J.  Moflfat,  C   1187--557 

1885— L.  UQop.  1886— L.  unop.  1892— L.  541. 
1895-L.  692. 

Elgin  and  Nairn  (5974). 

Hon.  J.  E.  Gordon,  C.  ...  2334 
A.  Williamson,  L.    ...  2159—175 
1885-L.    46.    1886-L,    119.    1892-L,  545. 
1895-C,  128. 

Elland— *ee  Yorkshire. 
Enfield— «e«  Middlesex. 
Epping— *c€  Essex. 
Epsom— Surrey. 
Eskdale— Cumberland. 

Essex,  East,  or  Maldon  (10,018). 
Hon.  C.  H.  Strutt,  C.  ...  4649 
J.  M.  Henderson,  L....  3301—1348 
1885-C.631.  1886-0,467.  1892-L.  168.  1896- 
C.  612. 

Essex,  Mid,  or  Chelmsford  (10,341). 
Major  F.  C.  Rasch,  C...  4978 
H.  C.  S.  Henry,  L.  ...  1849—3129 
1885-C,  1242.  1886— C,  unop.  1892— C,  1369. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Essex,  North,  or  Saft'on  Walden 

(8656). 

Hon.  A.  Wodehouse,  L.  3247 
C.  W.  Gray,  C.       ...  3137—110 
1885-L.  1749.    1886-L.  740.    1892-L.  1881. 
1895-L,  426. 
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Essex.  North-East,  or  Harwich 

(12,185). 

J.  Round,  C   Unop. 

1885-  L.  760.  1886-C.2301.  1892-C,306.  1896- 

C.  1881. 

Essex,  South,  or  Bomford  (29,316). 

L.  Sinclair,  C  10,450 

Hon.  L.  R  Holland,  L.  7388-^90aS 

1886—  L.  64.  1886-0,2478.  1892-C.1182.  Br-el. 
(1894)-C,  683.    1896-C,  1828.  By-*!.  (ISSTT)- 

C.126. 

Essex,  Sonth-East  (15,169). 
Lt  Col.  E.  Tufnell,  C...  5815 
R.  Whitehead,  L.    ...  4461—1854 

1886-C.  207.  1886-C.842.   1892-C.  542. 

1895-  C.  1940. 

Essex,  South- West,  or  Walthaa- 

stow  (24,187). 
D.  J.  Morgan,  C.       ...  9807 

S.  Woofi,  L   7342—2465 

Conservative  Gain. 
1885-L,  175.   1886-C.  1822.  1892-C.  1150. 

1895-  C.  2353.  By-eL  a897>-L.  279. 

Essex,  West,  or  Epping  (10,129). 
Lt.-Col.  A.  R.  Lockwood,  C.  Unop. 
1885-0,1744.   1886-C.  unop.   1892-C.  1798. 

1896—  C,  unop. 

EvERTON— «««  Liverpool. 
EvESHAM^jee  Worcestershire. 
Exchange— «ec  Liverpool. 
Exeter  (8708). 
Sir  E.  Vincent,  C.      ...  4001 

A.  Bright,  L   3388—613 

1886-C.  241.  1886— C.  343.     1892-C.  556. 

1896-  C,  494.    By-«l.  (1899>-C.  669. 

Eye— *ee  Suffolk. 
Falkirk  District  (10,388). 

J.  Wilson,  L.U   4222 

J. Murray Macdonald,L.  4022—200 

1885-  L,  900.   1886-LU.19.   1892-L.  639. 

1895-LU.  253. 

Falmouth— *cc  Pexryn. 
Fareham— «e«  Hampshire. 
Faversham— ^cc  Kent. 
Fermanagk,  North  (5242). 

E.  M.  Archdale,  C.     ...  Unop. 
1885-N,433.   1886-N.  266.   1892-0,317.  1896 
— C.376.  By-el.  (1898)-C.  417. 

Fermanagh,  South  (5420). 

J.  Jordan,  N   2735 

T.  S.  Battersby,  C.  ...  1»82— 753 
1885-N.1393.  1886-N.  1233.  1892-5.621. 

1895-  N.e96, 

Fife,  East  (9605). 

Rt.  Hon.  H.  H.  Asqnilh, 

Q.C.,  L  4141 

A.  H.  B.  Constable,  C.  2710-1431 

1886-  L,1966.  1886-L,  374.  1892-L.  291. 

1896-  L.716. 
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rife,  "West  (11,206). 

J.  I>.  Hope,  L.   4352 

G.  W.  Ralston,  L.U.  2374—1978 
1885  and  188&-L.  unop.  By-ol.  (1889)-L.  793. 
1892-L.  3582.  18»-L.  1754: 

Finsbnry,  Central  (8523). 
Hon.  W.   F.  Maasey- 

Main waring,  C.    ...  2872 

J.  Benson,  L.   2523—349 

Ifi8&-L,547.   188ft-C.5.  1896-L.3. 
189&— C,  806. 

Pinsbury,  East  (5676). 

H.  C.  Richania,  C.      ...  2174 
J.  A.  Baker,  L.       ...  1827—347 
1886— C,  20.  1886-L,61.  1892-L,  290.  189&- 
C,  270. 

Finsbtuy,  Holbom  (10,903). 

J.  F.  Remnant,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885— C,   1674.   1886-1701.    By-el.  a888>-C. 

965.   1892~C.  2472.    1896-C,  unop.  By-el. 

a800>-C,  unop. 

Flint  Biatrict  (3581). 

J.  Herbert  Lewis,  L.   ...  1760 
J.  L.  Price,  C.        ...  14ia-347 
1888— L.  122.  1886-L,  424.  1892— L.  359.  1895- 
L,  166. 

Flintshire  (10,774). 

S.  Smith,  L   4528 

Col.  H.  L.  Howard,  C.  3922—606 
1885— L,  1623.    1886-L,    unop.  1892-1462. 
1895-L,461. 

Forest  of  BKA^see  Gloucester- 

SHIRE. 

Forfarsliire  (12,313). 

Capt  J.  Sinclair,  L.    ...  4962 
Hon.  C.  M.  Ramsay,  C.  4714—248 
1885— L.  4306.  1886-LU,  407.   1892-L,  886. 

B|^g89g-C.  286.    18»-L.«1.  By^. 

Frome— «ee  Somerset. 
FQlham  (16,600). 
W.  H.  Fisher,  C.        ...  6541 
E.  A-  Cornwall,  L.  ...  4247—2294 
1885— C,  62    1886-C,  310.  1892-0,211.  1895- 
C.  1463. 

Gainsborough— ^960  Lincolnshire, 
Oalway  (2209). 
Hon.  M.  Morris,  C.  882 

E.  Leamy,  N   765—117 

ia85-N.  1171.  1886-N.  unop.    1892-N.  61. 
1896-N.  190. 

Galway,  Ck>imeinara  (8423). 

W.  O'Malley,  N.        ...  Unop. 
1885  And  1886— N,  unop.  1892— N,  2039.  1896— 
N,  unop. 

Qalway,  East  (8938). 

J.  Roche,  N   Unop. 

1885-N,  4614.  1886-N,  unop.  1892-N,  2408. 
189&-N,  unop. 


Oalway,  North  (10,475). 

Col.  J.  Nolan,  N,       .„  Unop. 
1886  and  1886-N.  unop.  1892-P,  389.  1895- 
N,  665. 

Galway,  Sontli  (8148). 

—  Duffy,  N   Unop. 

1886  and  1896— N.  unop.   1892— N,  12»2.  1895— 
N,  unop. 

Oateshead  (16,635). 

W.  Allan,  L   6657 

J.  Sherbum,  L.U.    ...  5711—946 
1886— L,  2732.     1886-L,  unop.     1892-L,  293. 
By^l.  (1893>-L,  868.  lfe5-L.  483. 

aiamorganshire,  East  (15,315). 
Alfred  Thomas,  L.      ...  6994 
Major  Lindsay,  C.   ...  4080—2914 

1885—  L.  2800.     1886— L,  uaop.    1892-L,  2967. 

1895-  L.  2146: 

Glamorganshire,  Mid.  (13,666). 

S.  T.  Evans,  L   7027 

H.  Phillips,  C.        ...  2244—4783 

1886—  L,  unop.  1886— LU,  unop.  1892— L,  4216. 

1896-  L.  2677. 

Glamorganshire,  Bhondda  (12,549). 
W.  Abraham,  L.        ...  8383 
R  Hughes,  C.        ...  1874—6509 
1886— L,  867.     1886— L,  unop.    1892— L,  unop. 
1896— L,  unop, 

Glamorganshire.  South  (17,979). 
Major  W.  H.  Wyndham- 

Quin,  C   6841 

W.  Morgan,  L.       ...  6322—519 
1885-L,694.  1886-L,  1320.  1892-L.  918.  1895- 
0,826. 

GlamorgmBhire,  West,  or  Gower 

J.  A.  Thomas,  L.       ...  4276 
J.  Hodge,  Lab.        ...  3853—423 

1885—  L,  3457.    1886— L,  unop.  1892— L.  unop. 

1836-L.  3818. 

Glasgow,  Blackfriars  (10,304). 

A.  B.  Law,  C  4140 

A-  D.  Provand,  L.    ...  3140—1000 
Conservative  Gain. 

1886-  L.  622:       1886-L,  864.      1892-L.  1091. 

1896-L,  381. 

Glasgow,  Bridgeton  (11,706). 
C.  S.  Dickson,  C.        ...  5032 
A.  F.  Murison,  L.    ...  4041—991 
Conservative  Gain. 
^^^^J^P^v    1886-L.  797.      1892-L.  1378. 
1896-L.  442.  By-«1.  (1897)-L.  125. 

Glasgow,  Camlachie  (10,479). 

A.  Cross,  L.  U   4345 

A.  E.  Fletcher,  Lab.  3107—1238 
1886-L,  1164.    1886-L.  159.    1892-LU.  371. 
1896-LU.  701. 
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Glasgow,  Central  (I5,l8l). 

J.  G.  A.  Baird,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885-L.  1067.    1886-C,  1357.    1892-C,  876. 
189&-C,  1829. 

Glasgow,  College  (15,975). 
Sir  J.  S.  Maxwell,  Bt  ,C.  6629 
R.  Patereon,  L.       ...  5160—1469 

1885-  L,  1523.     1886-L.  655.    1892-L,  1046. 
^  1895-0, 1146. 

Glasgow,  St.  BoUox  (16,896). 

J.  Wilson,  L.U   6232 

T.McKinnon.Wood,L.  6049—183 

1886-  L.  126.    1886-LU.  119.    1892-L.  1356. 

•  1895-0.361. 

Glasgow,  Tradeston  (9671). 
A.  C.  Corbett,  L.U.    ...  4389 
W.  Maxwell.  L.      ...  2786—1604 
1886-L,  1114.     1886-LU,  704.    1892-LU,  169. 
1896-LU.  806. 

Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities 

(^397). 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  A.  Campbell,  C.  Unop. 
188&-0.  unop.  1886—0,  unop.    1892-0,  unop. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Gloucester  (7496). 

R.Rea,L  

P.  IUIli,L.U.         ...  3044-223 
Liberal  Gain. 
1886-L.  496.  1886-L,  195.  1892-L,  85.  1896- 
LU,  473. 

Gloucestershire,   East,  or  Ciren- 
cester (9487). 
Hon.  A.  B.  Bathurat,  C.  Unop. 
1886— L.  746.    1886-LU,  unop.   1892— L,  163. 
Byil.  (1893)  - L,  242.  1^  - Oj  215. 

Gloucestershire,  Forest  of  Dean 

(9993). 
Rt.  Hon.    Sir  C.  W. 

Dilke,  Bt.,  L.  4972 

H.  Terrell,  C   2520-2452 

1886  ~L.  2722.    1886-L,  1407.    1892-L.  2418. 
1895 -L,  unop. 

Gloucestershire,  Mid,  or  Stroud 

(10,474). 

C.  P.  Allen,  L   4692 

C.  A.  Cripps,  (^.C,  C.  4379—313 
LlDeral  Gain. 

1885-  L.  313.     1886 -q.  709.  1892-L.  201. 

1896—0, 661. 

Gloucestershire,  North,  or  Tewkes- 
bury (12,301). 
Sir  J.  E.  Dorrington,  Bt,  C.  Unop. 

1886-  0.  182.     1886-0,  unop.    1892-0,  903. 

1895-0,  unop. 

Gloucestershire,  South,  or  Thorn- 
bury  (12,646). 
C.  E.  Colston,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1886-L.  145.  1886—0,891.  1892-0.224.  1896- 
0, 1089. 


GrOETON— Lanoashire, 

GovAN— *ee  Lanarkshire. 

GowKR— «e«  Glamorganshikb. 

Grantham  (3046). 

A.  Priestley,  L   1347 

H.  Y.  B.  Lopes,  C.  ...  1309-« 
Liberal  Gain. 

1885-  L.  246.  1888-0,36.    1892—0,33.  1386- 

0, 340. 

Gravesend  (5600). 

G.  Parker,  C   2542 

H.  Harmsworth,  L.  ...  1804—738 

1886-  0,66.  1886-0.508.  1892-0.751.  1896- 

0. 1187.  By-el.  (1898)-C.  417. 

Great  Yarmouth— *ee  Yarmouth. 

Greenock  (7590). 

J.  Reid,L.U   3165 

J.  Maconie,L.        ...  2886—279 

1885-  L.  103.    1888-LU.  697.  1892— LU,  65. 

*  1896-LU.  818. 

Oreenwicli  (12,247). 
Lord  Hugh  Cecil,  C.    ...  5454 
R.  S.  Jackson,  L.     ...  3484-1970 

1886-  0,356.  1886-0.689.  1892 -C.  323.  1»- 

0. 1238. 

Grimsby  (13,292). 

G.  Doughty,  L.U.  ...  Un<»P- 
188&-L.  814.     1886-LU,  333.  18S&-L;6». 

By3^:a893)-LU,  963.    1896-L,  181.  By^ 

a898)-LU,  1751. 

Guildford— «««  Surrey. 

Hackney,  Central  (8692). 

A.  H.  Allhusen,  C.      ...  3747 

Sir  L  Hart,  L.        ...  2343-1504 

1886-0.  193.    1886-0,  1086.  1892-0.  236. 
1895-0,  312. 

Hackney,  North  (11,747). 

W.  R.  Boustield,  C.     ...  6005 
H.  W.  W.  Wilberforce, 

L   2437-25© 

1886-0.  416.     1886-0,  1603.  189E-C,  1513. 
18i«— 0.  2265. 

Hackney,  South  (13,146). 
T.  H.  RobertBon,  C.    ...    4714  | 
H.  Bottomley,  L.     ...  4376—338 
1886-L.  942.     1886-L.  100.     1892-L,  1M6. 

By-el.  a894)-L.  142.  1895-0.319.  , 

Haddingtonshire    (East  Lothiaii} 

(6484). 

R.  B.  Haldane,  Q.C.,  L.  2668 

J.  Kerr,  L.U   2290-378 

1885-L.  1528.     1886— L.  963.  1892-L,  296. 
1896-L,  580. 

Haogerston— ««c  Shoreditch. 
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Halifax  (2)  (14,879). 

Sir  S.  B.  Crossley,  L.U.  5931 

J.  H.  Whitley,  L.       ...  554S--388 

A.  BilLson,  L   6325—218 

J.  Parker,  Lab.       ...  3276 

1886— L,  2066.  1886-L,  1769.  189e-L,  1698. 
By-el.  a894)-L.  368.  189&-1  0, 1  L,  802.  By- 
cT.  (189i7>-L,  412. 

Haljj^m— «ee  Sheffield. 

HAL.LAMSHIRE^8«e  YORKSHIRE. 

Hammemnith  (13,064). 

W.  J.  BuU,  C   5458 

M.  £.  Lange,  L.      ...  2166-^3292 
1885— C.  1169.   1886-1629.  1892-C.  669.  1896- 
C.  1779. 

Hampshire,  East,   or  Petersfleld 

(8761). 

W.  J.  Nicholson,  C.    ...  Unop. 

1885—  L.  161.     1888-LU.  111.     1892-C.  904. 
189&-C,unop.  By-cl.  a897)-C,  420. 

Hampshire,  L  of  Wight  (14,494). 
Capt.  J.  E.  B.  Seely,  C.  Unop. 

1886—  C,  436.     1886-C,  1258.     1892-C.  481. 
1896-C,446.  By-€l.(1900)-C.1062. 

Hampshire,  New  Forest  (10,495). 

Hon.  J.  Scott-MontagQ,  C.  Unop. 
1886— C,  T70.    1886-C.  unop.  1892— C,  766. 

1895—  C,  unop. 

Hampshire,  North,  or  Basingstoke 

(10,508). 

A.  F.  Jeffreys,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1886-C,  1579.    1886-C.  unop.  1892— C,  1609. 

1896—  C,  unop. 

Hampshire,  South,  or  Fareham 

(16,050). 
Lt.-Col.  A.  H.  Lee,  C...  7375 
R.  T.  Smith,  L.      ...  3828—3547 

1885—  C.  669.    1886-C,  unop.  1892— C,  1539. 

1896 — 0,  unop. 

Hampshire,  West,  orAjidover(9383). 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  W.  B.  Beach,  C.  Unop. 

1886-  C,  1461.    1888— C,  unop.  1892— C,  unop. 

1895 — C,  unop. 

Hampstead  (9837). 

E.  Brodie  Hoare,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1886-C.  875.     1886-C,  1762.     1892-C,  1609. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Handsworth— *ec  Staffordshire, 
Haxdey  (15,983). 
A.  H.  Heath,  C.         ...  6586 
£.  Edwards,  L.       ...  5944—642 
Conservative  Gain. 
1886-L,  3367.    1886-L.  unop.    1892-L.  1832. 
1895— L,  286. 

Harborouoh— «ee  Leicestershire. 
rr ARROW — see  Middlesex. 


Hartlepool  (12,849). 

Sir  C.  Fumess,  L.      ..  6491 

SirT.  Richardson,  L.U.  4612—1879 
Liberal  Gain. 

1886-L.  1040.     1886-LU.  912.  1892-L,  76. 
1895-LU,  81. 

Harwich— «ce  Essex. 
Hastings  (8142). 

F.  Thomas,  L   3399 

E.  Boyle,  C   3191—208 

Liberal  Gain. 

1885-  L,162.  188fr-C,535.  1892-C,  449.  1896- 

C,342. 

Haverfordwest— «ec  Pembroke. 
Hawick  (5869). 

T.  L.  Shaw,  L   2611 

J.  Sanderson,  L.U.  ...  2386—225 

1886-  L,  unop.  1886— L.  30.  1892— L,  365.  By- 

el  (lfe4)-L,  647.  1895-L.602. 

Henley— tfee  Oxfordshire. 

Hereford  (3529). 

J.  S.  Arkwright,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1886-L.  64.   1886-C.  265.   1892-L.  127.  By-ol. 
(1893>-C.44.  1895-C,313. 

Herefordshire,  North,  or  Leomin- 
ster (9631). 
Sir  J.  Rankin,  C.       ...  Unop. 
1886-L,  121.     1886-C,  1893.     189a-C.  1400. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Herefordshire,  South,  or  Boss 

(10,489). 

P.  Clive,  L.U   Unop. 

1886-L.  772.    1886-LU.  2298.    1882-LU.  467. 
1895-LU.  1745. 

Hertfordshire,  East,  or  Hertford 

(10,402) 

A.  H.  Smith,  C   Unop. 

1886-C,  1191.      1886-C,  unop.  1892—1468. 
1896-C.  unop.   By-«1.  (18^)-C,  268. 

Hertfordshire,  Mid.,  or  St.  Albans 

(11,104). 

Hon.  V.  Gibbs,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885-C,  1071.    1886-C,  unop.     1892-C,  844. 
1895— C.  unop. 

Hertfordshire,  North,  or  Hitchin 

(9275). 

G.  B.  Hudson,  C.       ...  Unop. 

1885—  C.  1550.    1886-C.  unop.    1892-C,  1469. 

1895— C,  unop. 

Hertfordshire,  West,  or  Watford 

(13,450). 

T.  F.  Halsey,  C   Unop. 

1886-  C,  320.    188fr-C,  unop.    1892-C,  1175. 

1895— C.  unop. 

Hexham— «ee  Northumberland. 
Heywood— <ce  Lancashire. 
High  Peak— «e«  Derbyshire. 
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HiTCHiN— «e«  Hertfordshire. 

HOLBORN— W«  FiNSBURY. 

HoLDERNESS — see  Yorkshire. 
HoLLAND—^ee  Lincolnshire. 
HoLMFiRTH— «e«  Yorkshire. 
HoNiTON— *ce  Devonshire. 

HORNCASTLE— LINCOLNSHIRE. 

HoRNSEY — see  Middlesex. 
Horsham— «ee  Sussex. 
Houghton-le-Sprino — see  Durham 
Co. 

Houghton  West— see  Lancashire. 
HowDENSHiRE— «ee  Yorkshire. 
Hoxton— «cc  Shoreditch. 
Huddersfield  (16,770). 
Sir  J.  T.  Woodhouse,  L.  7896 
Col.  Carlile,  C.        ...  6831—1066 
188&-L,766.  1886-L,184.  1892-L.a61.  By-el. 
a893)-C,33.  1895-L,887. 

Hull,  Central  (10,378). 

Sir  H.  S.  King,  C.     ...  6257 

G.  G.  Greenwood,  L.  2466—2792 

1885-  C,  166.  188fr-C.  1107.  1892-C,  476. 
iooo-v.,            1896-C,  1961. 

Hull.  East  (12,066). 
J.  T.  Firbank,  C.       ...  6264 
T.  R.  Ferens,  L.      ...  4428—836 

1886-  L,66B.  186-0^37.^  1892-L,  832.  189&- 

Hull.  West  (16,767). 
C.  H.  WUson,  L.        ...  6364 
J.  B.  Willows,  C.     ...  4419—1946 
1885— L.  1550.    1886-L,  1578.    189Z-L,  2783. 
low-i..  1895-L,  5237. 

Huntmgdonsliire,  North,  or  Bamsey 

(6683) 

Hon.  A.  Fellowea,  C.  ...  2893 

G.  F.  Phillips,  L.     ...  1742-1161 

1885— C.  365.    1886^0.  unop.  1892— C,  397. 
1895-C,  949. 

Huntingdonshire,  South,  or  Hun- 
tingdon (6222). 
G.  Montagu,  C...      ...  2118 

C.  R.  V.  Adeane,L....  1838-280 

1885-L.146.  1886-C,W1.  1892-0,22.  1896- 

Hyde— Cheshire. 
Hythe  (6502). 

Sir  Edward  A.  Sassoon,  C.  Unop. 
1885-L,1460.  1886-LU,  unop.  1892-LU,  unop. 
l'896-a463.  By-el.  (fi99>-C.  527. 

Ilkeston— *c€  Derbyshire. 
Ihce— «e«  Lancashire. 


Inverness  (4086). 
Sir  R.  B.  Finlay,  Q.C., 

L.U   1829 

J.  B.  Duncan,  L.     ...  1469— »0 
1886— Coiit«eted  by  2  L.  1886— LU.  273.  189*- 
L.53.  1895-LU.250.  By-«1.  a895)-LU,  mwp. 

Invemesa-flhire  (9061). 

J.  H.  Dewar,  L.        ...  3ie8 
The  Mackintosh  of 

Mackintofih.  C.    ...  2867—301 
Liberal  Grain. 

1885-  L.  152*.    1886-LU.  unop.  1892— L,  3». 

By-«1.  a895)-660.  1896-0,100. 

Ipewich  (2),  (10,646). 
D.  F.  Goddard,  L.      ...  4557 
Sir  C.  DaJrymple,  C.  ...  4627—30 
Noel  Buxton,  L.      ...  4283—244 
J.  F.  P.  Rawlinson,  C.  4207 

1886-  L.eO.  1886-0,452.  189^-0.225.  1886^ 

IL,  10,43. 

LSLE  OF  THANET— ^WC  KENT. 

Isle  of  Wight— *ee  Hampshiril 

Islington.  East  (10,306). 

B.  L.  Cohen,  C   4205 

A.  M.  Torrance,  L.  ...  258^1619 
1885-L,  34.  188fr-C,1396.  1892-0,465.  1896- 

Islington,  North  (11,964). 

G.  C.  T.  Bartley,  C.    ...  4881 

E.  C.  RawUngs,  L.  ...  2567— 2814 
1885-C.  673.     1886-C.  1480.  189&-C  810. 

1895-0,1309. 

Islington,  Sontli  (8796). 

Sir  A.  K.  RolUt,  C.    ...  8881 

J.  A.  Strahan,  L.    ...  1665—2216 
1885-L,  548.  1886-0.666.  1892-0,321.  I8B6- 
C,  1221. 

Islington,  West  (9074). 

T.  Lough,  L.    3178 

F.  H.  Medhurst,  L.U.  3159—19 

1885—  L.  1214.    1886-LU.  1292.  1892— L,  T». 

1895-L.  465. 

Jakrow— *ce  Durham  Co. 

Keighley— *ec  Yorkshire. 

Kendal — see  Westmoreland. 

Kennington— «e«  Lambeth. 

Kensington,  North  (9326). 
W.  K  T.  Sharpe,  C.  ...  3257 
R  Isaacs,  L  2527—730 

1886-  C.  608.  1886-C.  951.  189a-L,210.  ia»- 

0.916. 

Kensington,  Sontli  (8890). 

Earl  Percy,  C   Unop. 

1885-C.  2464.    188fr-C.  3134.    189»-C.  vamp. 
1896-C,  unop.  By-el.  (1896)-C.  unop. 
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Kent,  East,  or  St.  Angnstine's 

(14,211). 

Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-Doaglas,  C.  Unop. 
— C,  2260.  1886— C.  onop.  1892— C,  unop. 
1896— C,  unop. 

Kent,  Isle  of  Thanet  (10,017). 

Rt.  Hon.  Jas.  Lowther,  C.  Unop. 
1S8&— C,  711.     1886-C,  2068.     1892-C,  1048. 
1896— C,  onop. 

Kent,  Mid,  or  Medway  (13,985). 

I.t.-Col.  C.  R  Warde,  C.  Unop. 
1886— C.  lOM.    1886-C,  unop.    1892-C,  1948. 
1896— C,  unop. 

Kent,  North-West,  or  Dartford 

(15,798). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 

Dyke,  Bt.,C   Unop. 

1885—  C.  482.     1886-C,  1233.      1892-C,  572. 

1896-C.  1142. 

Kent,  North-East,  or  Faversham 

(14,796). 

Capt.  J.  Howard,  C.  ...  Unop. 
18^— C.  944.     1886-C.  unop.     1892-C.  206. 

1895-  C.  1181. 

Kent,  South,  or  Ashford  (12,714). 
L.  Hardy,  C   5898 

B.  Nicholson,  Prot ...  2343—3555 

1886-  C,  1126.    1886-C,  unop.    1892-C.  1231. 

1896—  C.  unop. 

Kent,  South- West,  or  Tunhridge 

(13,519), 
A.  S.  Griffith- Boecawen, 

C   5579 

C.  Cory,  L   3494—2085 

1885-  C.  323.     1886.  C.  unop.     1892-C.  933. 

1895 —  C.  unop. 

Kent,  West,  or  Sevenoaks  (14,861). 
H.  W.  Foster,  C.       ...  6604 
M.  Richardson,  L.   ...  1792—4812 

1886-  C.  685.     1886-C,  unop.     1892-C.  2128. 

1896—  C.  unop. 

Kerry,  East  (6005). 

J.  Murphy,  N   Unop. 

1885— N,  3139.    1886-N,  unop.   1892-N.  2347. 
1895-N,  unop.   By-«l.  (1W6)-N.  1281. 

Kerry,  North  (5675). 

M.  J.  Flavin,  N.        ...  Unop. 
1885-N.  unop.  1886-N.  unop.   1892-N.  2062. 
1895— N,  unop.   By-«1.  (ia96>-N,  unop. 

Kerry,  South  (5758). 

J.  P.  Boland,  N.  Unop. 
1885-N,  2809.    188&-N,  unop.    1892-N.  1871, 
ia95-N,unop.  By-el.  (1895)-N.  735. 

Kerry,  West  (5845). 

T.  O'Donnell,  N.       ...  2464 

J.  Jalian,  Ind.  N.   ...  1065—1399 

1885-N.  2346.    1886-N.  unop.  1882-N.  1347. 
1866— N.  unop. 


Kesteven,North— «c«  Lincolnshire. 
Kesteven,  South-^w«  Lincolnshire. 
Kidderminster  (4289). 
Sir  A.  F.  Godson,  C.  ...  1950 
£.  B.  Barnard,  L.    ...  1804—146 
188&-L,  149.  1886-C.  285.  1892-C.  265.  189&- 
C.  295. 

Kildare  Co.,  North  (6541). 
£.  Leamy,  Ind.  N.     ...  1461 
C.  J.  Engledow,  N.  ...  1233—228 

1885- N.  2701.    1886-N,  unop.    1892-N.  446. 

1895-N,  232. 

Kildare,  South  (7573). 
M.  J.  Minch,  N.        ...  Unop. 

1886-  N.  unop.    1886-N.  unop.   1892-N.  1667. 

1896— N.  unop. 

Kilkenny  (2556). 

P.  0*Brien,  N   Unop. 

1885  and  1886-N.  unop,  1892-N.  140.  1895- 
P.  14. 

Kilkenny,  North  (6170). 

P.  McDermott,  N.      ...  Unop. 
188&-N.  3910.    1886-N.  unop.    1892-N.  2584. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Kilkenny,  South  (5141). 

J.  O'Mara^  N   Unop. 

1885-N.  3866.    1886-N.  unop.    1892-N.  3093. 
1895— N.  unop. 

Kilmarnock  (15,621). 
J.  M.  Denny,  C.        ...  6076 

A.  R.  Rainy,  L.      ...  5692—384 

'  1885-C.  132.      1886-L.  884.      1892-L.  775. 
1895-C.  381. 

Kincardineshire  (6410). 

J.  W.  Crombie,  L.     ...  3092 

J.  Mowat,  C.   1536—1556 

1885-  L.  1893.    1886-L,  unop.  189^-L.  1068. 

1895-i.6S: 

King's  County,  Birr.  (4792). 
M.  Reddy,  N   2636 

B.  Mofloy,  N   1181—1456 

1886-  N,  2648.     1886-N.  2566.     189^-N,  2609. 

1895— N.  unop. 

King's  County,  Tullamore  (4939). 

H.  Burke,  N   Unop. 

188&-N,3377.    1886-N,  unop.    1892-N.  unop. 
1895— N,  unop. 

King's  Lynn— «jc  Lynn  Regis. 
Kingston— «ee  Surrey. 
Kingston-upon-Hull— 5e«  Hull. 
Kingswinford— «c«  Staffordshire. 
Kirkcaldy  (6872). 
J.  H.  Dalziel,  L.        ...  3354 
M.  Nairn,  L.U.       ...  2013—1341 
1885-L.  676.     1886-L,  1103.    1892-L.  1802. 
1E95-L.  1966. 
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KirkcudbriglitBhire  (5846). 
SirM.  J.  Stewart,  Bt.,C.  2784 

R.H.COX.L   2181-603 

1885-C.  34.    1886-C,  66.  1892-C,  31.  1896- 
C,  170. 

KiRKDALE— «ee  Liverpool. 
Knutsford— «ee  Cheshire. 
Lambeth,  Brixton  (10,666). 
Sir  R.  G.  Mowbray,  C. . . .  Unop. 

1885-  C.  666.  1886-C,  1414.  1^,5-C,  867. 
^5-C,  1999.  By^l.  (1896)-C.  2632.  By^. 

(1900>-C.  unop. 

Lambeth,  Kennington  (10,432). 

F.  L.  Cook,  C  4195 

R.W.  Essex,  L.      ...  2309-1886 
1896-C,3eO.  188e-C.430.  By-el.  a889)-L.  630. 
1892_L,607.  1895-C,995. 

Lambeth,  North  (7090). 

F.  Homer,  C   2677 

Lt.  Col.  C.  Ford,  L.  ...  1795...882 

1886-  0,178.  1886-C.  412.  1892-L.  130.  1895- 

LU,  405. 

Lambeth,  Norwood  (11,204). 

C.  E.  Tritton,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1885-C.  933.     1886-C.  1728.     1892-C,  1563. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Lanarkshire,  Govan  (14,807). 

R  H.  Craig,  L   5744 

R.  Duncan,  L.U.     ...  5580—164 
1885-C,  155.     1886-C,  362.     By.«l.  (1889)- 
L.lOTl.   1892-L,  1000.   1895-L,  261. 


Lanarkshire,  Mid  (12, 

J.  Caldwell.  L   5267 

C.  K.  McKenzie,  C. ...  5075-192 
1885-L.  296.     1886-L,  870.      1892-L.  1122. 
By-el.  a894)-L,  330.  1895-L,  71. 

Lanarkshire,  North-East  (16,001). 

J.  Colville,  L  7120 

SirW.H.Rattigan,L.U.  5567—1553 
1885-L,  159.   1886-L,  279.   1892-L,  97.  1895— 
L.  537. 

Lanarkshire,  North-West  (13,568). 
C.  M.  Douglas,  L.       ...  5505 
L.  Edmunds,  L.U.  ...  5214—291 
1885-C.  1103.  1886-L,  332.  1892-C.  81.  1895- 
L,97.  By-el.  (1899)-L,  359. 

Lanarkshire,  Partick  (15,921). 
J.  P.  Smith,  L.U.       ...  6950 
R.  Laiubie,  L.         ...  4717-2233 
1885-L,  341.    1886-LU.  801.    1892-LU,  727. 
18^5-LU,  1207. 

Lanarkshire,  South  (9134). 
Hon.  J.  H.  C.  Hozier,  C.  3968 
W.  Menzies,  L.       ...  3516—452 
1885— L,  1338.  1886-0,18.  1892—0,368.  1895— 
C.  230. 


Lancashire,  Accrington  (14,221). 
Sir  J.  F.  Leese,  L.      ...  6585 
E.  Micholls,  C.        ...  5093-5te 
J.  HempsaU,  Soc.    ...  433 
1885-L.  478.  1886-0,220.  1892-L.  547.  By-eL 
a893>-L.258.   1895-L.  340. 

Lancashire,  Blackpool  (16,807). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 

Bart.,C   ^"WP- 

1885-0,  unop.    1886-C,  3750.    1892-C.  30©. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Bootle  (17,439). 

Col.  T.  M.  Sandys,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885—0,  2782.    1886—0,  unop.  1892— C,  2072. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Chorley  (12,288). 

Loid  Balcarres,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885—0.  3069.    1886— C,  unop.    1892-C.  unop. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Clitheroe  (18,584). 
Rt.  Hon.  SirU.  Kay-Shuttleworth. 

Bart,  L   Un<^ 

1885— L,  2359.    18g6-L,  unop.    1892— L.  ZIM. 
1895— L,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Darwen  (15,308). 
J.  Rutherford,  C.       ...  7228 
C.  P.  Huntingdon,  L.  6758—470 
1885-0.5.   1886-0.726.   1892-L,  214.  1895- 
0,  841. 

Lancashire,  Eccles  (14,674). 

0.  L.  Clare,  C   6153 

J.  P.  Fry,  L   5934—219 

1885-0,247.  1886-0,282.  By.«l.  a890>-L,  806. 
1892— L,  a'9.  1895—0,420. 

Lancashire,  Gorton  (14,511). 
E.  F.  G.  Hatch,  C.     ...  5761 
W.  Ward,  Lab.       ...  5241—520 
1885-L.  1848.     1886-L.  457.     By-cl.  (188i>- 
L,846.   1892-L.  222.  189^.1604. 

Lancashire,  Heywood  (10,022). 
Capt.  G.  Kemp,  C.      ..  4657 

£.  Holden,  L   4431—226 

1885-L,  583.  1886-L,  444.  1892-L.  6il.  1896- 
LU,  556. 

Lancashire,  Lice  ( 1 1 , 781 ). 
Col.  H.  B.  Blundell,  C.  Unop. 

1885—  0,  546.     1886-0,  1080.     1892— L,  227. 

1895-0.  445. 

Lancashire,  Lancaster  (12,334). 
N.  W.  Helme,  L.       ...  5113 
Col.  W.  H.  Foster,  C.  5069-44 
Liberal  Gain. 

1886-  0,857.  1886-L.  195.  1892-L,  €80.  1896- 

0, 634. 

Lancashire,  Leigh  (li>907). 

C.  P.  Scott,  L   5239 

W.  W.  A.  Fitzgerald.  C.  51 19—130 
1885-L,  1346.     1886-L,  1163.     1892-L.  8W. 
1895-L,  686. 
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Lancashire,  Middleton  (13,707). 

E.  B.  Fielden,  C.       ...  6147 

J.  Duckworth,  L.    ...  6011—136 
ConHervative  Gain. 
1885-L,997.   1886-C.318.  1892-L,116.  189&- 
C,865.  By^l.  a897>-L,  300. 

Lancashire,  Newton  (12,062). 

Lt.-CoI.  R.  Pilkington,  C.  Unop. 
1885-C,333.   1886-C,816.  By-el.  a886>-C.  707. 

1892— C.  894.    1895-C,  1504.    By-el.  (1899>- 

C,  UQOp. 

Lancashire,  North  Lonsdale  (0537). 

R.  F.  Cavendish,  L.U.  Unop. 
1885— C,  222.  1886— C,  800.  1892— L,  777.  1895— 
LU.703. 

Lancashire,  Ormskirk  (11,052). 

Hon.  A.  Stanley,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1885-C.  2790.    188d-C,  unop.    1892-C,  2517. 
1895-C,  2896.  By-el.  (1^>-C,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Prestwich  (15,732). 

F.  Cawley,  L  7127 

Capt,  fi.  H.  Houlds- 

worth,  C   6406—721 

1885-L,728.  1886-C,  139.  1892—0,155.  189&- 
L.  101. 

Lancashire,  BadcliffeHsnm-Fam- 
worth  (12.244). 
T.  C.  Taylor,  L.         ...  5497 
J.  C.  Cross,  C.        ...  5437—60 
Liberal  Gain. 
188S-L,513.   1886-L,136.   1892-L,  95.  1895- 

c,  eoi. 

Lancashire,  Bossendale  (12,148). 
W.  Mather,  L   Unop. 

1885-L,  1832.  1886-LU,  1450.  By-el.  0892)- 
L,  1225.  1892— L.  1724.  1895-L,  unop.  By- 
el.  a9C0>-L.  1372. 

Lancashire,  Sonthport  (13,164). 

G.  Marshall-Hall,  C.  ...  6522 
SirG.  A.  Pilkington,  L.  6313—209 

Conservative  Gain. 
1885-L.160.  1886—0,461.  1892-0,604.  1895— 
C,  764.  By-el.  (1898)-L,  m.  By^l.  0899)- 
L,  583. 

Lancashire,  Stretford  (18,909). 
Sir  J.  W.  Maclure,  C.  ...  7591 
H.  Nuttall.  L.         ...  4938—2663 
1885-L,  190.     1886-0,  739.      1892-0,  1345. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Lancashire,  West  Honghton  (15,827). 
Lord  Stanley,  C.        ...  7989 
F.  Thomasson,  L.    ...  4929—3060 
1885~C,  2270.    1886-0,  unop.    1892-0.  1840. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Lancashire,  Widnes  (9447). 
CoL  W.  H.  Walker,  C,  4716 
M.  C.  Mclnemey,  L.  2062—2664 
1885-C,  1677.     1886-0,  792.     1892-0.  206. 
1895-0.  617. 


Lanoaster— «ec  Lancashire,  N. 

Launoeston— Cornwall. 

Leamington  —  see    Warwick  and 
Leamington. 

Leeds,  Central  (9820). 
Rt.  Hon.  G.W.  Balfour,C.  4144 
Sir  S.  Montagu,  L.  ...  3042—1102 

1885-  0,314.  1886-0,13.  1892-0,113.  1896- 

0, 654. 

Leeds,  East  (9336). 
H.  S.  Cautley,  C.      ...  3463 
J.  R.  Maguire,  L.    ...  1686—1867 
W.  P.  Byles,  H.  R.  andLab.  1266 
Conservative  Gain. 

1886-  0,  345.     1886— L,  1110.      1892-L,  827. 
By-el.  (1895)-L,  1131.  1895-L.  711. 

Leeds.  North  (17,387). 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  L.  Jack. 

son,  C  7612 

J.  C.  Hamilton,  L.   ...  4996—2517 
188&-0,  257.     1886-0,  619.      1892—0,  1014. 
1895-0, 1506. 

Leeds,  South  (13,442). 
J.  Lawson  Walton,  Q.C., 

L   4952 

R.  J.  N.  Neville,  C.  ...  4718-234 

1885-  L,  2339.    1886-L,  1741.    1892-L,  1535. 
By-el.  (1892)-L,  948.  1895-L,  161. 

Leeds,  West  (16,867). 
Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  J.  Glad- 
stone, L   7043 

T.  W.  Harding,  L.U.  6522—521 

1886-  L,  2326.     1886-L,  2256.  1892-L,  353. 

1895-L,  96. 

LKRK—^ee  Staffordshire. 

Leicester  (2)  (24,962). 

H.  Broadhurst,  L.  ...10,385 

Sir  J.  Rolleston,  C.     ...  9066-1319 

W.  Hazell,  L   8528—638 

J.  R,  Macdonald,  Lab.  4164 
Conservative  Gain  of  one  seat. 
1885— L.  4370.    1886-L,  3995.    1892-L.  unop. 
By.€l.  (1894>-2  L,  217.  1895-L.  99. 

Leicestershire,  East,  or  Melton 

(13.470). 
Lord  Cecil  Manners,  C.  6686 
A.  Wakerley,  L.     ...  6193—392 
1885—0, 1282.    1886—0.  unop.    1892—0,  unop. 
1895-0, 1363. 

Leicestershire,  Mid.,  or  Longhhro' 

(11,428). 

M.  Levy,  L   4897 

H.  Packe,  L.U.       ...  4830-67 
1885-L,  1040.      1886-0,  135.      1892-L,  721. 
1895-L,  372. 
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Leiceeterahire,  South,  or  Harbro' 

(16.128). 
J.  W.  LqgAn,  L.         ...  7289 
C.  H.  IHxoD,  G.      ...   5946- 1323 
188fr-L.  168.     1886-C.  lUa    By^.  n891>- 
L,489.   18B2-L.656.  189&-L.  1026. 

Leiceeterahire,  West,  or  Bosworth 

(11,721). 

G.  B.  McLaren,  L.      ...  Unop. 
188&-L,  2567.    1886-L.  1292.    ISSS-L,  1524. 
1885-L,  1120. 

IxiOHsee  Lancashire,  S.W. 

Leith  District  (15,484). 
R.  G.  Manro-Fergnaoo, 

L   6043 

E.  T.  SalveaoD,  L.U.  5226-817 
188&-L,  3870.    1886-L,  2676.  1892~L.  16«3. 

By^.(18e4>-L.1131.  1885-L.  1^. 

Leitrim,  North  (7670). 

P.  A.  McHugh,  N.      ...  4025 

G.  J.  Singleton,  G.  ...  383-3642 

188&-N,  4146.    1886-N.  unop.  18B2-N,  3857. 
1896— N,  unop. 

Leitrim,  South  (8242). 

J.  Tally,  N   Unop. 

1886-N.  4036.    1886-N,  unop.    1892-N,  3725. 
1896— N,  unop. 

Leix— »ce  Queen's  Go. 
Leominster— «ee  Herefordshire. 
Lewes— «ee  Sussex. 

Lewisham  (15,254). 

J.  Penn,  G.    Unop. 

1886-C.  1226.    1886-C.  2161.    Bv-el.  a891>- 
0,1493.  1892-0,2414.   1896-C,  unop. 

Lichfield— «ee  Staffordshire. 

LiMEHousE— we  Tower  Hamlets. 

Limerick  (5297). 

M.  Joyce,  N   2621 

F.  E.  Kearney,  U.  ...  474—2047 
188&-N,  2463.    1886— N,  unop.  1892— N.  388. 

1896-P,  unop.  By.el.  (1896)-N,  87. 

Limerick  Go.,  East  (8422). 

W.  Lundon,  N   Unop. 

188&-N.  unop.  1886— N,  unop.    1892— N.  1729. 
1896— N,  unop. 

Limerick  Go.,  West  (8851). 

P.  J.  O'Shaaghneesy,  N.  Unop. 
1886— N,  unop.    1886— N,  unop.    1892— N,  2739. 
1896— N,  unop. 

Lincoln  (8846). 

C.  H.  Seeley,  L.U.     ...  4002 

G.  Koberte,  L.  3935—67 
1886-L.  1025.      1886-C,  308.  1892-L.  224. 

1896-LU.  218. 


Lincolnshire,  EastLindsey.orLovth 

(9621). 

R.  W.  Perks,  L.         ...  4188 
Major  K  Goote,  C.  ...  3286— 902 
1886-L.  1207.    1886-C,  unop.  1882— L,  899. 
1896-L,412. 

Lincolnshire,  Holland,  or  Spaldiaf 

(12,550). 
H.  Mansfield,  L.        ...  4352 
E.  M.  PoUock,  L.U....  42»5— 57 
Liberal  Grain. 
1886-C.  78.  1886-C,  288.  By-el.  0887)— L,  447. 
1892-L,  m  1896-LU.  349. 

Lincolnshire,  North  KesterFen,  or 

Sleaford  (9870). 
Rt  Hon.  H.  Gbaplin,  G.  4228 

Dr.  G.  Reinhardt,L....  2785—1443 
1886-C.  1301.     1886-C,  unop.    ^y^.  (18B0>- 

O.1302.  1892-C.907.  1896-0,  1966. 

Lincolnshire,  North  Lindsey,  or 
Brigg  (10,713). 
H.  J.  Keckitt,  L.       ...  4899 

H.  Peake,  G   4077— 

188&-L,  2637.     1886-L,  166.     1892—1^  417. 
By.el.a894>--C,T7.  1896-L,  776. 

Lincolnshire,  South  Kesteven,  or 
StamfoM  (9534). 

W.  Younger,  C   4292 

L.  Haslam,  L.         ...  3395 — 897 
1886-C,  1133.    1886-C,  unop.    By^.  (1390)- 
C,276.  1892--C,i24.  1896-0,389. 

Lincolnshire,  South  Lindsey,  or 
Homcastle  (9488). 
Lord  Willoughby  de 

Eresby,  C   4302 

T.  Wallis,  L.   2962—1340 

1886— C,  866.  1886— C,  unop.  1892— C.  73B. 
By^l.a894>-C,838.  1896-C.  1541. 

Lincolnshire,   West   Linda^  or 
Gainsborough  (12,328). 
Hon.  S.  Ormsby-Gore,  C  4661 
E.  Bainbridge,  L.    ...  4624—37 
Gonservative  Gain. 
188&-L,  1106.  1886-C,  86.  1892-L,  908.  1»- 
L.776. 

Lindsey,  East— «ee  Linoolnshirx. 
Lindsey,  North— ^fee  Lincolnshire. 
Lindsey,  South— ««e  Lincolnshire. 
Lindsey,  West— *ee  Lincolnshire. 
Linlithgowshire  (8450). 

A.  Ure,  L   3827 

D.  Dundas,  G.        ...  3034—793 
Id86-L,  2196.     1886-C,  733.     1892— L.  16L 
By^l.(1893>-C,ie9.  1896-L.607. 

Liverpool,  Abercromby  (8202). 

W.  F.  Lawrence,  C.    ...  Unopi 
1886-0. 807.  1886-C.  739.  1882-C,831.  106- 
C.  unop. 
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I-iverpool,  East  Tozteth  (9296). 
A.  F.  Warr,  C   Unop. 

1885—  C,  980.    188&-C,  unop.    189e--C,  1507. 
1806--C,  1922.  By-el.  aw6>-0,  unop. 

laiverpool,  Ererton  (10,291). 

Sir  J.  A.  WiUox,  C.    ...  Unop. 

1886—  C.  am.    1886-C.  unop.    1898-C,  1789. 

1896— C,  unop. 

Xdverpool,  Exchange  (6718). 

C.  McArthur,  L.U.     ...  2811 

F.  Veraey,  L.  ...  1614—1297 
1886— C,  66.    1886-L.  170.    By^l.  (IBgty-J^  7. 

1892— L,  66.    1896-LU,  264.    By  d.  (1897>- 

laverpool,  Kirkdale  (10,696). 
I>.  Maolver,  C  ^  4333 

R.  Cheny,  L.   1738—2695 

1886— C,  1410.      1886-C,  912.      1892-0.  977. 

1896— C,  1360.  By-6l.  (1898)— C,  unop. 

Idverpool,  Scotland  (6869). 
T.  P.  O'Connor,  N.     ...  2044 
W.  W.  Rutherford,  C.  1484—660 
1886— N,  1260.    1886-N,  1480.    1892-N,  1190. 
1896-N.  637. 

Liverpool,  Walton  (li,34i). 

J.  H.  Stock,  C   Unop. 

1885—  C,  992.     1886-C.  1191.     1892-0,  1214. 

1896—0.  unop. 

Idverpool,  West  Derhy  (11,799). 
S.  W.  Higginbottom,  C.  Unop. 

1886-  C.  1146.    1886-C.  1360.    1882-^,  1182. 
By^  (1892)-0. 1367.  1896-0.2936. 

Liverpool,  West  Toxteth  (8614). 

JL  P.  Honstoo,  C.      ...  Unop. 
188&-0.  1963.    1886-0.  unop.  1892-0.  1126. 
1896—0,  aO&7. 

London,  City  (33,364). 

Hon.  A.  G.  H.  Gibbe,  C.  Unop. 

Sir  J.  C.  Dimsdale,  C...  „ 
1886— O.  2986.    1886—0.  unop.    1892—0,  5061. 
1896—0,  unop. 

London,  XJniversi^  (4403). 

Sir  M.  Foster,  C.       ...  Unop. 
1886— L,  unop.  1886— LU.  796.  1892— LU.  unop. 
1896— LU.  unop.  By-el.  a900)-0. 408. 

Londondeiry  (6066). 

MarqaiB  of  Hamilton,  C.  2361 
A.  J.  Moore,  N.  2294—67 
Conservative  Gain. 
1886-0,32.    1886-N.2.    1892-0.26.  1896- 
N.79.  By-6l.a899)-N.42. 

Londonderry  Go.,  North  (10,843). 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  Atkinson,  G.  Unop. 
1886-0,  2163.    188fr-0.  unop.    1892-0,  3190. 
1896-0,228; 

Londonderry  Go.,  South  (9189). 

J.  Grordon,  L.U   Unop. 

1886-lf,  2382.    1886-LU.  106.    1892-LU.  601. 
1896-LU.  462. 


Longford  Go.,  North  (4396). 

J.  P.  Farrell,  N   Unop. 

188&-N,2386.    188&-N.  unop.    1892-N.  2538. 
1896— N,  unop. 

Longford  Go.,  South  (4212). 

Hon.  E.  Blake,  Q.C.,  N.  Unop. 
1886— N,  2726.  1886— N.  unop.  1892— N.  2197. 
1896— N,  unop. 

LONSDALE,NORTH— «ce  LaNCASHIRE,N. 
LOUOHBOBOUOH— «ee  Leicestebshibk. 

Louth  Go.,  North  (6869). 

T.  M.Healy,N   1604 

H.  Bnrke,  N   1286—319 

1886-N,  1129.    1886-N.  unop.  1892-N.  660. 
1896-1^,861. 

Louth  Go.,  South  (6480). 

J.  Nolan,  N  1233 

KMcGhee,  N.       ...  934—299 

1885-  Oonteet«d  by  two  N.  1886— N,  unop. 
1892-N.  1326.  1896-N.  962.  By^l.  (ISW) 
-N.3n. 

Louth— «ee  Lincolnshire. 
Lowestoft— «ce  Suffolk. 
Ludlow — see  Shropshire. 
Luton— w«  Bedfordshire. 
Lynn  Regis  (3209). 
T.  Gibson  Bowles,  C.  ...  1499 
F.  H.  Booth,  L.      ..  1332—167 

1886-  0,  170.     1886-0.  271.     By-el.  a886>- 

0.256.  1882-0.  U.  189&-0.69. 

Macclesfield— «ee  Cheshire. 

Maidstone  (6068). 

J.  Barker,  L   2201 

F.S.W.O)mwallis,C.  2163—38 
Liberal  Gain. 
1886-0.346.  1886-0.314.  By^.  (1888)-0, 186. 
1892-0.  816.  1896—0,  unop.   By-el.  (189e>- 
0. 178. 

Maldon— «ee  Essex. 

MALTON-nWC  THIRSK  AND  MALTON. 

Manchester,  East  (12,727). 
Rt.  Hon.  A.  J.  Balfour,  G.  6803 

A.  H.  Scott,  L.       ...  3360-2463 
1886-0,824.  1886-0.644.  1892-0.398.  1896- 
0.776. 

Manchester,  North  (10,770). 
G.  £.  Schwann,  L.      ...  4268 

J.  Hicks,  C   4232—26 

1886-0,976.  1886-L.  96.  1892-L.306.  1896- 
L.  466. 

Manchester,  North-East  (9947). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Feryifasson, 

Bt,  C  4316 

A.  Birrell,  L   3610—706 

1886-0.  1448.     1886-0.  327.    By^I.  0891)- 
0,160.  1892-0.  lio.  1896-0.241. 
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Manchester,  North-West  (11,721). 

Sir  W.  H.  Houldsworth,  Bt.,  C.  Unop. 
1885~C,  723.    1886-C,  1036.     1892-C.  unop. 
1896 -C,  1471. 

Manchester,  South  (11,788). 
Hon.W.  R.  W.  Peel,  L.U.  6122 

E.  Holt,  L   3860-1272 

1885-L.670.  1886 -L.  335.  1892-L,181.  1895— 

LU,78.  By  el.  (1900) -LU,  2039. 

Manchester,  Sonth-West  (9102). 
W.  J.  Galloway,  C.    ...  4017 

F.  Brocklehuret,  Lab.  2398—1619 
1885—0.667.  1886-L,111.  1892 -L,  148.  1895— 

C,498. 

Mansfield— ^ee  Nottinghamshire. 
Marylebone,  East  (6972). 

E.  Boulnois,  C   3106 

J.  P.  R.  Lyell,  L.    ..  1126—1980 
1885-C,  944.     1886-C,  1485.     By-el.  (1889)— 
.C,493.   1892-C,  822.   1895-0,  1534. 

Marylebone,  West  (8792). 
Sir  S.  E.  Scott,  C.      ...  3487 
W.  H.  Sands,  L.      ...  1632—1966 

1885-  C,  1498.     18E6-C,  1122.     1892-C,  437. 
1896 -C,  1461.  By.©!.  (1898)-C,  unop. 

Mayo,  East  (8226). 
J.  Dillon,  N   Unop. 

1886—  N,  unop.    1886-N,  unop.    1892— N,  2207. 

1895— N,  unop. 

Mayo,  North  (7686). 

C.  O'Kelly,  N   2604 

W.  Murphy,  N.       ...  1116—1388 

1885— N,  unop.    1886— N,  unop.  1892— N,  804. 
1«95  -N,  721. 

Mayo,  South  (9066). 

J.  O'Donnell,  N.  Unop. 
1885— N,  4878.    1886  N.  unop.    1892— N,  unop. 
1896-N.  unop.  By^el.  (l900)-N,  1974. 

Mayo,  West  (9436). 

Robt.  Ambrose,  N.     ...  Unop. 
1885— N,  4659.    18  6— N,  unop.    1892-  N,  2845. 
1695— N,  unop. 

Meath,  North  (6064). 

P.  White,  N  1453 

J.  Gibney,  N   1316—137 

1885-N,  unop.    18136-N,  unop.    1892-N,  403. 
By^el.  (1893)-N,  260.  ifeS-N,  32. 

Meath,  South  (6302). 

J.  L.  Carew,  N   Unop. 

1885-N,  unop.    1886-N.  unop.    1892-N,  13. 
By.«l.a893)-N,«.  1896-P,  43. 

Medway— *ee  Kent. 
Melton— *ee  Leicestershire. 
Merionethshire  (9437). 

A.  O.  Williams,  L.     ...  Unop. 
1885- L.  1575.     1886 -L,  1267.     1892-L,  3238. 
1896-L,  2941.   By-el.  (1899>-L,  unop. 


Merthyr  Tydvil  (2)  (15,400). 

D.  A.  Thomas,  L.       ...  8698 

Keir  Hardie,  Lab.      ...  6745 
W.  Pritchard-Morgan, 

L   4004—1741 

1886-L,  unop.  1886-2  L.  unop.  1892— L,946t. 
1896-L,  2029. 

Middlesbrough  (17,307). 
Col.  S.  A.  Sadler,  C.  ...  6760 
J.  H.  Wilson,  L.      ...  6705—55 
Conservative  Gain. 

1885—  L,  2926.  1886-L,  unop.  1892-L  and  Lfth. 

629.  1896-L,  2020. 

Middlesex,  Brentford  (12,469). 
J.  Bigwood,  C   Unop. 

1886-  C,  1296.    1886-C,  1634.    By-«1.  (1886>- 
C,  1256.   1892--C,  1T92.   1896- C.  unop. 

Middlesex,  Ealing  (14,497). 
Rt;  Hon.  Lord  George 

Hamilton,  C   Unop. 

1886-C,  1662.    1886-C,  unop.    1892-0.  3435. 
1896— C,  unop. 

Middlesex,  Enfield  (17,044). 
Col.  H.  F.  Bowles,  C.  ...  6023 
C.  S.  Crole,  L.        ...  3655—3268 
1885-C.  960.    1886-C.  2220.     Bv^.  aS89>- 
C,  1612.   1892-C,  1831.   1895 -C,  unop. 

Middlesex,  Harrow  (20,067). 
J.  E.  B.  Cox,  C.         ...  Unop. 

1885-  0,  973.  1886-C.  unop.  1892-C,  26191 
1896— C,  unop.  By-el.  (189&>-0,  unop.  Br-eL 
(1899)-C,  IKfc. 

Middlesex,  Homsey  (16,127). 
Capt  C.  B.  Balfour,  C.  UDOfi. 

1886-  C.  1320.    1886-C,  unop.    By-el.  (1887)- 
C,i988.   1892-C,  3^.   1896 -C,  unop, 

Middlesex,  Tottenham  (19,412). 

J.  Howard,  C   6721 

G.  Hay  Morgan,  L.  ...  4009—2712 

1885-  C,  735.     1886-C,  1879.     1892-C.  1120. 

1896-C.  2571. 

Middlesex,  XJxbridge  (13,701). 
Sir  F.  Dixon-Hartland,  C.  Unop. 

1886-  C,  2478.    1886-C,  unop.    1892-0.  3143. 

1896— C,  unop. 

MiDDLKTON— *f«  Lancashire,  S.E. 
Midlothian— Me  Edinburghshire. 
Mile  End— Tower  Hamlets;. 

Monaghan,  North  (7014). 

D.  Macaleese,  N.       ...  Unop. 
1886-N,  1370.    By-el.  a886>-N.  1464.  1886- 
N,1471.  1882- N,  1437.  189&-N.  1«5. 

Monaghan,  South  (6705). 

J.  Daly,  N   Unop. 

1885-N.  3772.    1886-N,  3706.    189B-N.  3ZX. 
1896-N,  8840. 
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Monmontli  (9335). 

Dr.  Kutherfoord  Harris,  C.  4416 

A.  Spicer,  L   3727—688 

Conservative  Gain. 
188&-L.U.   1886-C,466.  1892-L.  293.  1895- 
i.  154. 

IffonmontliBhire,  North  (11,159). 
R.  McKenna,  L.         ...  5139 
F.  de  Pennefather,  C.  3740—1399 
1886^L.  2457.    1886~L,  1403.    1892-L.  1157. 
1896-L,  762. 

Monmonthflhire,  South  (14,303). 

Col.  Hon.  F.  C.  Morgan,  C.  Unop. 
1885-C.  597.     1886-C,  2285.      1892-0,  721. 

1895-  0,612. 

JffonmoathBhiie,  West  ( 1 1  >  150) . 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir   W.  V. 

Harcoort,  L.        ...  5976 
Dtyd  Gardner,  C.    ...  2401—3575 

1885 -  L,  5389.    1886  -  L.  unqp.    1892-L.  5319. 

1896-  L,  52B7. 

Montgomery  District  (3229). 
Lt.-Col.E.Pryce-Jone8,C.  1478 
J.  A.  Bright,  L.      ...  1309—169 

1886-  0.83.  1886  L.  173.  1892-0,118.  1895- 

0.  84. 

Montgomeryshire  (7915). 

A.  C.  Humphreys- O wen,  L.  3482 
Capt.  R.  W.  Williams- 

Wynn,  C   3218—264 

1885— L,  656.  1886-L.579.  1892-L,  815.  By  el. 
(1894)- L,  225.  1895-L,  27. 

Montrose  District  (8881). 
Rt.  Hon.  John  Morley,L.  3960 
J.  B.  Don,  L.U.      ...  2390-1570 
1885 -L.  753.     1886  >L,  1269.      1892-L,  1851. 
1896-L,  1132.  By^l.(1896)-L,1993. 

MoRLEY— Yorkshire,  W.R. 
Morpeth  (8490). 

T.  Burt,  L  3117 

M.  Barry,  C   2707-410 

1885—  L.  unop.    1886— L.  unop.    1892-L,  unop. 

1896-L,  2169. 

Nairnshire— «««  Elgin. 
Newark— «e«  Nottinqhamshire. 
Newbury— Berkshire. 
Newcastle-imder-Lsmie  (9095). 
Sir  A.  S.  Haslam,  L.  U. . . .  3750 

W.  Allen,  L   3568—182 

Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 

1886-  L.  1183.    1886-LU,  144.    1892-L,  1268: 

1895-L,  111. 

Hewcastle-apon-Tyne  (2),  (34,690). 
W.  R.  Plummer,  C.    ...  15097 

G.  Renwick,  C   14752 

S.  Storey,  L   10488—4264 

Capt.  Hon.  H. 
Lambton,  L.        ...  10453 
1885— L,  629.    By-el.  (1886)-L.  2661.  1886— L, 
516.   1892-L,  1 ;  C,  I.   By-«1.  (1892)  -L,  1744. 
1896-C.  306. 
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New  Forest— Hampshire. 

Newington,  Walworth  (7770). 

J.  Bailey,  C   3098 

R.  Spokes,  L   2233—865 

1885-  0,69.  1886-0,235.   1S92-L,296.  By-«1. 

a896)-C,571.  1895-0,563. 

Newington,  West  (8491). 

Capt.  C.  W.  Norton,  L.  3559 

F.  G.  R.  Seaver,  C.  ...  2403—1156 

1886-  0.  646.      1886-0,  382.  1892-L,  1093. 

1896-L,  450. 

Newmarket— «ee  Cambridgeshire. 
Newport— -w€  Shropshire. 
Newry(i789). 

P.  Carvill,  N   Unop. 

1885— N,  unop.    1886-N,  467.    1892-N.  163. 
1896— N,  369. 

Newton— #ec  Lancashire,  S.W. 
Norfolk,  East  (10,791). 

R.  J.  Price,  L.   4563 

Capt.  W.  Prioleau,  C.  3733-830 

1885-  0,242.  1886-0.578.  1892-L,  440.  1896— 

L,198. 

Norfolk,  Mid.  (9226). 

F.  W.  Wilson,  L.       ...  3996 

W.  L.  Boyle,  C.      ...  3422—574 

1886-  L,  2403.     1886  -LU.  407.     1892-L,  470. 
By«l.  (1896)-LU,  208.   1995-L,  134. 

Norfolk,  North  (10,261). 

Sir  W.  B.  Gurdon,  L.  ...  4490 
Major  Follett,  C.     ...  3493—997 
1886-L,  1686.     1886-L,  760.     1892-L,  1283. 
1895-L,  508.  By-eI.(1899>-L,1169. 

Norfolk,  North-West  (10,811), 

G.  White,  L   4287 

SirW.H.Ffolke8,L.U.  3811—476 

1885-L,640.  1886-0,20.  1892-L,  1089.  1895- 
L.  1297. 

Norfolk,  South  (9654). 
A.  W.  Soames,  L.       ...  3986 
E.  N.  Mann,  C.       ...  3566—420 

1885-  L.  942.    1886-LU,  unop.    1892-LU.  753. 
1895-LU,836.   By^I.  a39e)-L.  1330. 

Norfolk,  South-West  (8740). 

T.  L.  Hare,  C   3702 

R.  Winfrey,  L.        ...  3636—66 

1886—  0,  320.     1886-0.  unop.     1892—0,  338. 

1895-0,  206. 

Normanton— ffee  Yorkshire. 
Northampton  (2)  (12,180). 
Dr.  J.  G.  Sliipman,  L. ...  5437 

H.  Labouchere,  L.      ...  5281 

R.  R.  B.  Orlebar,  C...  4481—800 
H.  E.  Randall,  C.    ...  4121 
Liberal  Gain  of  one  Seat. 
1886-L,  425.     1886-L,  503.     By-el.  0891)- 
L,1713.  189a-L.  1513.  1895-L,  117. 
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Northampton,  East  (14,865). 
F.  A.  Channing,  L.     ...  7003 
J.  C.  D.  Parker,  C.  ...  5663—1440 
188&-L.  2066.    188&-L.  1416.    1892-L,  1484. 
189&-L,  1216. 

Horthamptonshire,  Mid  (12,175). 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  R.  Spencer,  L.  5399 
Sir  J.  Pender.  C.     ...  4609—790 
Liberal  Gain. 
1886— L.  1089.      1886-L,  966.     189e-L,  431. 
1896-0, 282. 

Horthamptonshire,  North  (10,209). 
S.  G.  8.  SackviUe,  C.  ...  4559 

F.  Barlow,  L   3303-1256 

1886-0,  171.     1886-0,  unop.     1892-0,  669. 
1396—0,  nnop. 

NorthamptoiiBhire,  South  (8976). 
Hon.  E.  A.  Fitzroy,  C.  4174 
Archibald  Grove,  L....  3166—1008 
1885-0,62.  1886-0,316.    1892-L,  48.  1896- 
<!;,  1229. 

North  Shields-^jc«  Tynemouth. 

Northumberland,  Berwick-on 
Tweed  (9303). 
Sir  E.  Grey,  Bart.,  L.  ...  Unop. 
1885— L,  1316.      1886-L,  422.  1892— L.  442. 
1896-L,  785. 

Northumberland,  Hexham  (10,310). 
W.  C.  B.  Beaumont,  L.  4197 
Viscount  Morpeth,  L.U.  4011—186 

1885-  L,  1530.  1886-L,  967.  1892-0,82.  By-el. 

(1893>-L,  446.  1896-L,  435. 

Northumberland,  Tyneside  (18,460). 
H.  C.  Smith,  L.U.      ...  7093 
J.  A.  Pease,  L.       ...  6730—363 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 

1886-  L,  2342.      1886-L,  122.     1892— L,  460. 

1896-L,  436. 

Northumberland,  Wansbeck 

(14,179). 

Chas.  Fenwick,  L.      ...  5474 

J.  S.  Appleby,  C.     ...  4283—1191 

1885-L.  3156.    18e6-L,  3525.  1892-L,  2776. 
1896-L,  3207. 

NoRTHWiCH-^  Cheshire. 

Norwich  (2)  (18,738). 

Sir  S.  Hoare,  C   Unop. 

Sir  H.  Bullard,  C. 
1885-1  L,  1  O.    1886-1  L.  1  O.    1892-1  L,  1  0. 
1895-0,  704. 

Norwood— *ee  Lambeth. 
Nottingham,  East  (12,109). 

E.  Bond,  C   4927 

E.  H.  Eraser,  L.      ...  4148—779 
1885— L,  991.      1886-L.  166.      1892.— L.  577. 
1895-0. 165. 


'S3: 


Nottingham,  South  (12,442). 
Lord  H.  G.  BenUnck,  C.  5298 
H.  Y.  Stanger,  L.    ...   3914— ISM 
1886-L,  363.  1886-0.269.  1882-0.83.  1886^ 
0, 433. 

Nottingham,  West  (14,873). 
J.  H.  Yoxall,  L.         ...  6023 
Sir  Lepel  Griffin,  L.U.  5639-^ 
1885-L,  2812.    1886-L.  849.    186e-LU.  301. 
1885-L.  513. 

Nottinghamshire,  Bas8etlaw(lO,^K 

Sir  F.  G.  Milner,  Bt,  C.  Unop. 
1885-0.  296.    1886-0.  unop.    By^  a88q>- 
0.728.  1892-0,402.  1896-0, 12&1 

Nottinghamshire,  Mansfield  (14,456). 
A.  B.  Markham,  L.    ...  6496 
Col.  H.  Eyre,  C.      ...  4127—2369 

1885-  L,  3815.     1886-L,  2044.    1892— L.  2496 

1896-L,  1386. 

Nottinghamshire,  Newark  (10,310). 
Sir  C.  G.  Welby,  C.    ...  Unop. 

1886-  0, 1754.    1886-0,  unop,    1882-0,  i 
1896— O,  unop.  By-el.  (189e>—0,  u 
(1900>-O.  2291. 

Nottinghamshire,  Bnshdiffe  (l4,906k 

J.  E.  Ellis,  L   6350 

J.  Robinson,  G.       ...  5913— -446 
188&-L,  2636.     1886-L.  1447.     1892— U  792- 
1896-L.633. 

Nuneaton-^  Warwickshirk. 

Oldham  (2)  (29,253). 

A.  Emmott,  L   12947 

Winston  S.  Ghorchill,  C.  12931—16 
W.  Runciman,  L.    ...  12709—222 
C.  B.  Crisp,  G.        ...  12522 
One  Gonservative  Gain. 
188&-1  L.  1  O.    1886-0,  563.    1882— L.  336. 
189i-0.216.  By^l.a899)-L,1293. 

Orkney  and  Shetland  (7609). 
J.  G.  Wason,  L.U.     ...  2057 
SirLeonardLyell,Bt,L.  2017—40 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
188&-L,  1612.    1886-L.  1971.    1892-L.  1O07. 
189&-L,781. 

Oruskirk— «ee  Lanoashirs. 

OSGOLDOROSS-^  YORKSHIRE. 

OssoRY^wc  Queen's  Gouxty. 
Oswestry— *e€  Shropshire. 
Otley— *e«  Yorkshire. 

Oxford,  City  (8185). 

Viscount  Valentia,  G. ...  Unop. 
1885-0,  318.     1886-0,  unop.  1892— C,  UOL 

By^.  Q896)-0,  602.    1896-0.  G«8.  By^ 

(1898)— 0.  unop. 
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Oxford  University  (0221). 

Rt  Hon.  J.  G.  Talbot,  C.  Unop. 

Sir  W.  R.  Anson,  L.U.  „ 
188&-C.  onop.  1886— G,  nnop.  1892— C.  unop. 
18B&— 2  C,  unop.  By-el.  (1899)— C.  anop. 

Oxfordshire,  Mid.,  or  Woodstock 

(9663). 

G.  H.  Morrell,  C.  Unop. 
189.    1888-LU,  unop.    By-el.  (1891)— 
0,668.  1892-L,111.   1895-C.  929. 

O^ordshire,  North,  or  Banbuiy 

(7853). 

A.  Braasey,  C   3632 

Hon.  E.  Fiennes,  L. . .    2821—81 1 
188^L,  1492.      1886-L,  493.      1892-L.  187. 
1896-C.  983. 

Oxfordshire,  South,  or  Henley  ( 

R.  T.  Hermon-Hodge, 

C  

H.  Samwel,  L.        ...  3460—172 
1885-C,  SaO.      1886-C.  1074.      1892-0.  419. 
1896-0, 361. 

Paddington,  North  (8197). 

J.  Aird,  C   3364 

E.  W.  Fordham,  L....  1518—1846 

1885-  0.  685.      1886-0.  911.     By-fl.  (1887)- 
0.418.   1892-0,310.   1896-0. 1042. 

Paddington,  South  (5750). 
T.  G.  Fardell,  C.        ...  Unop. 

1886-  0,  1706.    1886-0.  1807.    1892-0,  unop. 

1896—0,  unop. 

Paisley  (10,758). 
Sir  W.  Dunn,  Bt.,  L.  ..  4532 
Capt.  G.C.  Swinton,  C.  3474—1058 
1886-L.  867.    1886-L,  666.    By-el.  (1891)-L. 
1338.  1892— L,  1821.  1896— L.  1342. 

Partick— ^  Lanarkshibe. 
Pkckham — see  Camberwell. 
Peeblesshire— >9ee  Selkirk. 

Pembroke  and  Haverfordwest  (6598). 
Lt  -Gen.  J.  W.  Laurie,  C.  2679 
T.  Terrell,  L   2667—12 

1885-  L.  268.      1886-0,  272.      1892-L,  196. 

1896-0, 179. 

Pembrokeshire  (11,083). 
J.  W.  Phillipe,  L.       ...  Unop. 

1886-  L.  1261.     1886-L,  116.     1892-L,  1099. 
1896-L,5e0.  By-el.  a898)-L.  1670. 

Penrith— «e«  Cumberland. 

Penryn  and  Falmouth  (2756). 
F.  J.  Homiman,  L.     ...  1184 
N.  L.  Cohen,  L.U.  ...  1164—20 
1885-L.  101.  1886-0,91.  1892-0.338.  1896- 
L,  49. 


Perth  (4873). 

R.  Wallace,  L   2171 

W.  Whitelaw,  C.     ...  1827—344 
i886-L,533.  1886-L,  453.  1892-0.227.  1895- 
L.374. 

Perthshire,  East  (7463). 
Sir  J.  G.  Kinloch,  L.  ...  3185 
J.  G.  Stewart,  C.     ...  2143—1042 
1885-L,  1801.    1886-L,  1309.    By-el.  (1889>- 
L,1716.  1892-L,  1049.  1896-L,  875. 

Perthshire,  West  (8078). 
J.  Stroyan,  L.U.        ...  3598 
C.  S.  Parker,  L.      ...  2913—685 
1885-L.  496.    1886-LU,  940.    1892-LU.  369. 

1895-  LU.  292. 

Peterborouith  (5300). 

R.  Purvis,  L.U   2315 

H.  Stewart,  L.        ...  2155—160 
1885-L,  268.    1886-LU,  289.    By-el.  (1889>- 
L,251.  1892-L,  168.  1895-LU,  242. 

Petersfield— ««5  Hampshire. 

Plymouth  (2)  (13,566). 

H.  E.  Duke,  C   6009 

Hon.  Ivor  Guest,  C.    ...  6005 
S.  F.  Mendl,  L.       ..  5460—545 
H.  de  R.  Walker,  L.  5264 
Conservative  Gain  of  one  Seat. 
1885-0,108.  1886—0,878.  1892—0.160.  1895— 
1  0.  1  L,  26.    By-el.  (1898)-L,  164.  By-el. 
(1900)-O.  unop. 

Pontefract  (3004). 
T.  W.  Nussey,  L.       ...  1385 
Sir  F.  Ripley;  C.     ...  1269—116 
1885-0,36.    1886-0,209.    1892-0,40.  By-el. 
a£93)-L.63.  By-cl.  (1893)-L,  32.  1896-L,  57. 

Poplar— «e«  Tower  Hamlets. 
Portsmouth  (2)  (26,698)i 
J.  H.  A.  Majendie,  C. ...  10818 

R.  Lucas,  C   10383 

Sir  J.  Baker.  L.       ...  10214—169 
T.  A.  Bramsden,  L.  ...  10031 
Conservative  Gain  of  Two  Seats. 
1885-L.  564.     1886-U,  1129.  «V1892-L,  313. 
1896-L,  538.  By.el.  (1900)-L,  579. 

Preston  (2)  (16,867). 
Rt.  Hon.  R  W.  Han- 

bury,  C   8944 

W.  E.  Tomlinson,  C.  ...  8067 

J.  K.  Hardie,  LL.P...  4834—3233 

1885-0,  24<».    1886-0,  2314.  1892-0,  1682. 

1896-  0,  2841. 

Prestwich— ^ffee  Lancashire. 
PuDSEY^we  Yorkshire. 

Queen's  Gounty,  Leiz  (6231). 

Dr.  M.  Macdonnell,  N.  .  Unop. 
1885-N,  3243.    1886-N,  3122.  1892— N.  2748. 
1895— N,  unop. 
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Queen's  County,  Ossory  (6521). 

W.  P.  Delany.  N.      ...  Unop. 
188&-N,  3666.    idte-N.  unop.    189a-N.  3143. 
1895— N.  2066. 

Radcliffe-cum-Fabnworth— 
Lancashire. 

Badnorshire  (5219). 

F.  Edwards,  L   2081 

C.  Llewellyn,  C.      ...  1915—166 
Liberal  Gain. 
1885-C.  67.  1886-0,242.  189a-L.  233.  189&- 
C.  81. 

Ramsey— Huntingdonshire. 
Beading  (10,152). 

G.  W.  Palmer,  L.        ..  4592 

C.  E.  Keyser,  C.      ...  4353—239 
1885-0,129.  1886-0.116.  1892-L,290.  189&- 
0.351.   By-el.  (1898>-L,  694. 

Reigate— Surrey. 
Benfrewshire,  East  (12,464). 
M.  H.  Shaw  Stewart,  C.  Unop. 

1885-  L,  498.     1886-0.  1368.     1892-C,  1087. 

1895—0,  unop. 

Benfrewshire,  West  (9861). 
C.  B.  Renshaw,  C.      ...  4323 
Sir  T.  G.  Coats,  L.  ...  4053—270 

1886-  0,638.  1886-0.563.  1892-0,451.  1896- 

0, 512. 

Rhondda— sec  Glamorganshire. 

Richmond— *ee  Yorkshire. 

RiPON— *e«  Yorkshire. 

Bochdale  (12,968). 
Col.  C.  M.  Royds,  C.  ...  5204 
A.  G.  C.  Harvey,  L....  5185—19 
A.  Clarke,  Soc.       ...  901 

1885-L.  1135.    J1886-L,  1257.     1892-L.  980. 

1895—  0. 422. 

Bochester  (4936). 

Viftcount  Cranbome^  C.  Unop. 
1885-0.241.   1886-0.249.   Bynsl.  (1889)-L,  75. 
1892-0,407.  189&-0,479. 

Romford — see  Essex. 

Boscommon,  North  (8995). 

J.  O'Kelly,  N   Unop. 

1885— N,  3226.     1886-N,  unop.    189a-N.  52. 

1896-  P,  476. 

Boscommon,  South  (8980). 

J.  P.  Hayden,  N.       ...  Unop. 
1885— N,  5695.    1886-N,  unop.   189a-P,  1571. 
1695-P,  954.   By-el.  (18^r)-P,  unop. 

Ross— «ee  Herefordshire. 

Boss  and  Cromarty  (7909). 

J.  G.  Weir,  L   3554 

J.  W.  Fletcher,  L.U.  1651—1903 
IBCf- L,  2017.     188e-L.  3066.     1892— L.  758. 
1895-L.  863. 
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Rosskndale— Lancashire. 
Rotherham— ^ffee  Yorkshire. 

ROTHERHITHK— SOUTHWARK. 

Boxbnri^ishire  (5931). 

Earl  of  Dalkeith,  C.   ...  2682 

Sir  J.  Janline,  L.     ...  2323-^ 

188&-L.  1465.    1886-LU.  428.  ISQE-L.  la 
1895-0.  561. 

Rugby— Warwickshire. 
Rushcliffe— ^«  Nottinghamshire. 

Bntland  (4207), 

G.  H.  Finch,  C   Unop. 

1885-0, 1266.    188&-0.  unop.    1892-C,  mw^ 

1895—0,  unop. 

Rye— Sussex. 

Saffron  Walden-^w  Essex. 

St.  Albans— «««  Hertfordshire. 

St.  Andrew's  District  (2951). 

H.  T.  Anstruther,  L.U.  1148 

J.  Annand,  L.        ...  1094-^ 
1885-L.  a  tie.    1886-LU,4ia  1892-Lr.m. 
1895-LU.  196. 

St.  Augustine's— *e«  Kent. 

St.  Austell—^  Cornwall. 

St.  George's,  Hanover  Square  (9830). 
Col.  the  Hon.  H.  Legge,  C.  .3Sd2 
W.  Everitt,  L.        ...  1278-2574 

1885-  0.  2753,    1886-0.  unop.    By-d.  (18B7>- 
0.4157.  1892— O.  unop.  1896— C,  unop. 

St.  George's-in-the-East-^  Toweb 
Hamlets. 

St.  Helen's  (Lanes.),  (10,763). 
H.  Seton  Karr,  C.       ...  5300 
C.  A.  V.  Conybeare,  L.  3402-l«» 

1886-  0.57.  1886-0.217.    lffi2-0,39.  VS^ 

0.  609. 

St.  IxES—see  Cornwall. 

St.  Pancras,  East  (7248). 
Sir  T.  Wrightson.  C.  ...  3016 
J.  M.  Astbury,  L.    ...  210fr-910 
1885-L.  246.  1886-0.  601.  1892-0.441.  1»- 
0,289.   By-«l.  a899)-0, 187. 

St.  Pancras,  North  (75S2). 
E.  R.  P.  Moon,  C.      ...  3058 
W.  H.  Dickinson,  L.  2345-711 
1885-L,  465.     1886-0,  261.     Bj-el  Om- 
L,108.  1892-L,  60.  189&-C,211. 

St.  Pancras,  South  (5S94). 
Capt  H.  M.  Je88el,  L.U.  2273 
N.  P.  HamUton,  L.  ..  1113-116" 
1885""L,  222.     188&-LU,  1018.    ISK-LU, «: 
•'^JS-LU.  1210.  By-el.  a896>-Lr,  1256. 
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St.  Pancras,  West  (7431). 
H.  R,  Graham,  C.      ...  3220 
G.  R,  Benson,  L.     ...  1553—1667 

1885—  L.  469.   I88&-L.  64.  1892— C,  42.  1896— 

C.831. 

St.  Patbick's— «ce  DuBuy. 
St.  RoLLOX-^ee  Glasgow. 
St.  Stephen's  Green— *ee  Dubun. 

Salford,  North  (9432). 

F.  Piatt  Higgins,  C.    ...  4370 
J.  E.  Lawton,  L.     .  3497—873 

1886-  C.  176.  1886-0,157.  189a-L.  287.  189&- 

C,  6. 

Salford,  South  (9109). 

J.  G.  Groves,  C.         ...  4207 

A,  Mond,  L.   2980—1227 

18K— L.  55.   1886-0,126.    189a-C,  37.  1895- 
0,74. 

Salford,  West  (12,213). 

Lees  Knowles,  C.       ...  5503 
C.  E.  Mallet,  L.      ...  4341—1162 
1885—1,,  274.   1886—0, 114.  1892-0,  40.  1895- 
0. 100. 

Salop,  County  OY—see  Shropshire. 

Salisbury  (2872). 

W.  Palmer,  L.U.       ...  1399 

F.  Low,  L   1160—239 

IffiS— L.,40.   1886-0,349.   1892-0,238.  1895- 
C,217.  By-el.  a897)-0, 147. 

Scarborough  (5730). 
J.  C.  Rickett,  L.        ...  2548 
SirG.  Sitwell,Bart.,C.  2441—107 
18^-C,  137.  1886— L,  102.  1892-0,171.  1895— 
L,  24. 

Scotland— «c€  Liverpool. 

Selldrkahire  and  Peeblesshire  (3603). 
Sir  W.  Thorburn,  L.U.  1598 

E.  P.  Tennant,  L.    ...  1387—211 

1885—  L,  708.     188ft-LU.50.    1892-LU.,  236. 

1895-LU,  54. 

Sevenoaks— ^ee  Kent. 

Shefaeld,  Attercliffe  (13,674). 
Batty  Langley,  L.      ...  Unop. 

1886—  L,  1268.    1886-L,  1407.     1892-L,  1144. 

By-el.  (189<>-L.  991. 

Sheffield,  Brightside  (11 JOO). 
J.  F.  Hope.  C   4992 

F.  Maddison,  L       ...  4028—964 

Conservative  Gain. 
18©— L.  1234.     1886-L,  882.     1892-L,  1277. 
1896-L,  unop.  By-el.  (1897)-L,  183. 

Sheffield,  Central  (9821). 

Sir  Howard  Vincent,  C.  Unop. 
1886-0.  1149.     188e-0,  1196.     1592—0,  856. 
1895—0,  unop. 


Sheffield,  Ecclesall  (11,357). 
Sir  E.  Ashmead  Bartlett,  C.  5059 

R.  Vaile,  L  .^230-18-29 

1886-0,  679.      1886—0,  1242.     1892—0,  840. 
1895 — 0,  unop. 

Sheffield,  Hallam  (10,700). 
Rt.  Hon.  C.  B.  Stuart 

Wortley,  C   Unop. 

1886-0,  609.       1886-0.  969.       1892-0,  643. 
1896 — 0,  unop. 

Shetland—^  Orkney  &  Shetland. 

Shipley— «ee  Yorkshire,  W.R. 

Shoreditch,  Haggerston  (6781). 
W.  R  Cremer,  L.       ...  2290 

J.  Lowles,  C   2266—24 

Liberal  Gain. 
1886-L,  1477.      1886-L.  377.     1892-L,  921. 

1895-  0,  40. 

Shoreditch,  Hoxton  (7789). 
Hon.  C.  G.  Hay,  C.     ...  2866 

J.  Stuart,  L   2595—271 

Conservative  Gain. 
1886-L,  1037.     1886-L,  245.     1892-L,  1293. 

1896-  L,  128. 

Shrewsbury  (4550). 

H.  D.  Greene,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1886-0,732.  1886-0.557.   1892-0,406.  1895— 
0,  unop. 

Shrog^re,  Mid.,  or  Wellington 

A.  H.  Brown.  L.U.     ...  3480 

R.  Varty,  L   2318—1162 

1886-L,  2230.   188e-LU,  unop.  1892— LU,  1283 

1895-  LU,  unop. 

Shropshire,  North,  or  Newport 

(10,629). 

Col.  W.  Kenyon-Slaney,  C.  Unop. 
1885-L,  361.     1886-0.  1576.     1892—0,  1285. 
1895 — 0,  unop. 

Shropshire,  South,  or  Ludlow 

(10,384). 

R.  Jasper  More,  L.U.  ...  Unop. 

1885—  L.  564.   1886— LU,  unop.  1802— LU,  3819. 

1896-  LU,  unop. 

Shrogfltoe,  West,  or  Oswestry 

S.  Leighton,  C   Unop. 

1886—  0,  981.    1886— LU.  unop.    1892—0,  unop. 

1895-0, 1007. 

Skipton— «e«  Yorkshire. 

Sleaford— «e«  Lincolnshire. 

Sligo,  North  (86-29). 
W.  McKillop,  N. 

1886-N,  4444.    1886— N.  unoi 
N,763.   1892-N,3304.  ll 
(19(X))-N.  unop. 


Unop. 
By-el.  (1891)- 
N,l993.  By-el. 
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Sligo.  South  (7670). 
J.  O'Dowd,  N. 


Unop. 


1885~N.  4610.    189e-N.  unop.    189B-N.  3752. 
189&-N,  31^5. 

Somerset,  Bridgwater  (10,437). 

E.  J.  Stanley,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1886— C.  100.  1886— C,  unop.    1882—0,  1193. 
189&— C,  unop. 

Somerset,  East  (9047). 

H.  Hobhouse,  L.U.     ...  Unop. 
188&-L,  1452.  1886-LU,  unop.  1892— LU,  755. 
189&-LU.  10T4. 

Somerset,  Frome  (12,317). 
J.  E.  Barlow,  L.         ...  5066 
J.W.  Hume-Wmiams, 

C   4708-^ 

1885-L,763.  1886-C,703.  1892-L.  487.  1896- 
C,383.  By-el.  a896>-L,  299. 

Somerset,  North  (10,682). 
Col.  E.  H.  Llewellyn,  C.  4530 
W.  H.  Bateman-Hope, 
L  4014-516 

1885-C.679.  1886-C.2165.  1892-L,  19.  lfcQ6- 
C,  686. 

Somerset,  South  (9462). 

E.  Strachey,  L   4349 

W.J.PeakeMason,C.  3671—678 

1885-  L,  1266.      18e6-L,  157.      1892-L,  406. 

1896-L,  340. 

Somerset,  Wells  (ll,l37). 
R.  E.  Dickinson,  C.    ...  Unop. 

1886-  C,  866.     1886-C,  unop.     1892-C,  940. 
1895—0,1410.  By-cl.  a8&>-0,  unop. 

Somerset,  West,  or  WeUington 

(9787). 

Capt.  Sir  A.  F.  Acland- 
Hood,  Bt.,  C   Unop. 

1885-  L,  639.  1886-0,897.  1892-0,886.  1896- 

0,  unop. 

Southampton  (2)  (16,505). 

T.  Cliamberlavne,  C.   ...  6888 
Sir  J.  S.  B.  Simeon,  Bt., 

L.U   6253 

Sir  F.  H.  Evans,  L.  ...  5575—678 

C.  G.  Hyde,  L.        ...  4651 
Conservative  Gain  of  One  Seat. 

1886-  0,  741.  1880-0,  342.  By^l.  (1888)- 
L,885.  1892— IL,  10.  1896— LU,  209.  By-el. 
a896>-L,  35. 

Southampton  County— *e€  Hamp- 
shire. 

South  Molton— «c«  Drvonshire. 
Southport— Lancashire. 
South  Shields  (16,033). 
W.  S.  Robson,  Q.C,  L.  7417 
T.  Redhead,  C.        ...  4119—3298 
1885-L,  936.     1886-L,  unop.    1892— L,  1007. 
1695-L,  133. 


Sonthwark,  Bermondsey  (ii,2ii). 
H.  J.  C.  Cnst,  C.        ...  4017 
J.  W.  Benn,  L.       ...  3717-300 
1886-L.  83.  1886-0,368.  1892-L,  668.  1896- 
0, 360. 

Sonthwark,  Botherhithe  (9559). 
J.  C.  Macdona,  C.      ...  3939 
T.  H.  Davies,  L.      ...  2356—1583 
1886-0,  527.     1886-0,  1087.     1892-0.  123D. 
1896-0. 1846. 

Sonthwark,  West  (7495). 
R.  K.  Causton,  L.      ...  2893 
Sir  A.  J.  Newton,  L.  U.  2763—130 
1886-L,  240.    1886-L,  113.    By-^l.  (1888)-L. 
1194.  1892-L,  1239.  1886-L.  119. 

SowERBY-^ee  Yorkshire. 
Spalding-^  Linoolnshire. 
Spen  Valley^wc  Yorkshire. 
Stafford  (3534). 

C.  E.  Shaw,  L   1633 

G.  Cawston,  C.       ...  1528-105 

1885-  L,  47.  1886-0,93.    1892-L,  362.  1896- 

L.12. 

Staffordahireshire,  Burton  (10,852). 
R.  F.  Ratcliff,  L.U.    ...  5592 
J.  £.  Johnson-Fergn- 

8on,  L   3421— «171 

Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 

1886-  L,  2862.    1886-L,  unop.    By-el.  Om- 
L,  2473.  1882— L,  unop.  1896— L.  unop. 

Staffordshire,  Handsworth  (2i,023i 
Sir  H.  M.  Thompson,  Bt,  L.U.  Unop^ 
1886-L,  2960.  1886-LU,  unop.  189e-LC.  1957. 
1886— LU,  unop. 

Staffordshire,  Kiiigswinford  (I2,385i 
Col.  W.  G.  Webb,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1886-0,  631.    1886-0,  unop.    1892-C.  1571. 
1896—0,  unop. 

Staffordshire,  Lichfield  (9608). 
T.  C.  Warner,  L.        ...  4300 
W.  B.  Harrison,  L.U.  3485-815 
1886-L.  1113.     1886-L,  633.     1882-LC;  U. 
1896-L,  44.   By-cl.  a896>-L,  628. 

Staffordshire,  Leek  (11,006). 

C.  Bill.  C   4800 

R.  Pearce,  L   4041-759 

1886-L,  162.  1886-0,665.  1892-0,36$.  188^- 
6, 614. 

Staffordshire,  North-West  (14,626). 

J.  Heath,  C   6205 

J.  Lovatt,  L   4994-1211 

1885—  L,  1037.      1886-0,  793.     1892-C,  22 

1895—0,668. 

Staffordshire,  West  (10,744). 
A.  Henderson,  L.U.    ...  Unop. 

1886-  L.  714.   1886-LU,  unop.  1882-Lr.J»l 
1895-LU,  unop.  By^.  (1698)-Lr.  80J. 
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8talybrid«e(746l). 

M.  White  Ridley,  C.  ...  3321 
J.  F.  Cheetham,  L.  ...  3241—80 
1886— C,  219.    188&-C,582.  1892-0,337.  1896- 
C,  632. 

Stamfori>— *ee  Lincolnshire. 
Stkpney— #ee  Tower  Hamlets. 
SturlinfirBhire  (16,179). 

J.  McKillop,  C   6325 

Sir  O.  Robertson,  L. ..  6023—302 
1885— L,  2516.      1886-L.  707.      1892-L,  746. 
1895-C,  427. 

Stirling  Burghs  (6422). 
Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  Camp- 

bell-Bannerman,  L.  2715 
Col.  O.  T.  Duke,  L.U.  2085—630 
1885— L.  unop.    1886-L.  969.    1892-L,  1096. 
1895-L,  1133. 

Stockport  (2)  (12,386). 

Sir  J.  Leigh,  L   5666 

B.  V.  Melville,  C.      ...  5377—289 

G.  Green,  L   6200—177 

A.  Hillier,  C   6098 

One  Liberal  Gain. 
1885— C.  12.     1886-C,  311.     1892-1  L,  1  C. 
By-el.  (1893>-C.  466.   1895-C,  134. 

Stockton-on-Tees  (i  1,308). 
Col.  R.  Ropner,  C.      ...  6272 

J.  Samuel,  L   4873—399 

Conservative  Gain. 
1885— L,  1104.    1886-L.  1004.    By-el.  (1888)- 
L.394.  1892-C,311.  1896-L,  472. 

Stoke-upon-Trent  (13,074). 
D.  H.  CoghiD,  C.       ...  4932 

G.  Barmg,  L   4732—200 

1885— L.  1990.    1886-L,  1162.    Bv-el.  0890)- 

L,  1231.  1892— L,  1783.   1895-'LU.  200. 

Stowmarket— Suffolk. 
Strand  (9891). 

Hon.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  C.  Unop. 
1885— C.  3159.     188&-C.  3626.    By-el.  (1891)- 
C.  3006.  1892—0,  unop.  1895—0,  unop. 

STRATFORD-ON-AvON-^ee  WARWICK- 
SHIRE. 

Stretford — see  Lancashire. 
Stroud— «f«  Gloucestershire. 
Sudbury— ^ee  Suffolk. 

Suffolk  North,  or  Lowesteft  (12,678). 
Col.  F.  Lucas,  C.        ...  5077 
Aid.  Adams,  L.       ...  3348—1729 

1885—  L,  581.    1886-LU.  unop.  1892— C,  1190. 

1885-C,  1379. 

Suffolk,  North-East,  or  Eye  (10,260). 
F.  S.  Stevenson,  L.     ...  4664 

H.  D.  Harben,  C.     ...  2947—1717 

1886-  L.  1996.     1886-L.  1606.     1892-L.  1270. 

1895-L,  834. 


Suffolk,  North-West,  orStowmarket 

(10,661). 
Ian  Malcolm,  C.         ..  4431 
J.  C.  Horobin,  L.     ...  3068—1363 
1885-L,  1131.    1886-C,  643.    By-el.  (1891)-L, 
214.  1892-L,  144.  1895-C,  1443. 

Suffolk,  South,  or  Sudbury  (10,234). 

Sir  W.  C.  QuUter,  Bt,  L.U.  Unop. 

1885— L.  1452.  1886-Lr .  unop.  1892— LU,  22C6. 
18S6— LU.  unop. 

Suffolk,  South-East,  or  Woodbridge 

(12.077)  . 

Capt.  E.  G.  Pretyman,  C.  5089 

F.  T.  Cobbold,  L.    ...  4437—662 

1885-L,  168.  1886-0,313.  1892-L,  738.  1896- 
C,  632. 

Sunderland  (2),  (24,423). 
Sir  W.  T.  Doxfbrd,  C  ...  9617 
J.  Pemberton,  C.        ...  9566 

G.  B.  Hunter,  L.  ...  9370—196 
A.  Wilkie,  L.  and  Lab.  8842 

Conservative  Gain  of  One  Seat. 
1885-L.  1066.      1886-L,  813.      1892-L,  1160. 
1895-1  C.  1  L,  1601. 

Surrey,  Kini:ston  (16, 139). 

T.  Skewes  Cox,  C.      ...  Unop. 

1885— C.  1709.  1886— C,  unop.  1892— C,  743. 
1896-C.  2160. 

Surrey,  Mid.,  or  Epsom  (12,698). 

W.  Ke6\vick,  C   Unop. 

1885-0,2253.     1886-C,  unop.  1892-0,2403. 
1895—0,  unop.   By-el.  (1899)— 0,  unop. 

Surrey,  North-East,  or  Wimbledon 

(19,099). 

E.  Hambro,  C   Unop. 

1885-0. 2444.    188ft-C,  unop.     1892-0,  4795 
1896—0,  unop. 

Surrey,  North-West,  or  Chertsey 

( 12,299). 
H.  C.  Leigh-Bennett,  C.  5367 

H.  H.  Longman,  L.  ...  3080—2287 
1885-0. 1980.    1886-0,  unop.    1892-0,  unop. 

1895-0,  unop.   By-el.  (1897>-0,  868. 

Surrey,  South-East,  or  Beigate 

(12.078)  . 

Hon.  H.  Cubitt,  C.  Unop. 
1885-0,  1964.     1886-C.  unop.     1892—0, 1639. 
1895—0,  unop. 

Surrey,  South- West,  or  Guildford 

(12,477). 
Rt.  Hon.  W.  St.  John 

Brodrick,  C.        ...  6816 

A.  W.  Chapman,  L. ...  3609—2207 

1885-C,  735.      1886-C.  unop.  1892-0, 1471. 
1895 — C,  unop. 
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Sussex,  East,  or  Bye  (11,856). 
A.  M.  Brookfield,  C.   ...  6376 
C.  F.  Hutchinson,  L.  2887—2489 
1885— C.  223.  188S— C,  1498.  1892— C.  711. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Sussex,  MicL,  or  Lewes  (13,594). 
(13,694). 

Sir  H.  Fletcher,  Bt,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1885-C,  2131.     1886-C,  unop.  1892— C,  3299. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Sussex,  North,  or  East  Ghinstead 

(9696). 

G.  J.  Goschen,  Jun.,  C.  3890 
C.  H.  Corbett,  L.     ...  3003—887 
1885-C,  961.      188e-C.  1412.      1892-C.  1638. 
1895-C,  857. 

Sussex,  North- West,  or  Horsham 

(9594). 

J.  H.  Johnstone,  C.     ...  Unop. 
J885-C,  2016.    1886-C,  unop.    1892— C,  2055. 
By-el.  (1893)— C,  1481.  1895— C,  unop. 

Sussex,  South,  or  Eastbourne 

(U,164). 
Lindsay  Ho^g,  C.       ...  4948 
Rear  Admiral  Hon.  T. 
S.  Brand,  L.        ...  4245—703 
1885-C,  64.  1886-C,  1260.  1892-C,  363.  1895- 
C,  60. 

Sussex,  South  West,  or  Chichester 

(9806). 

Lord  E.  Talbot,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885— C,  2290.  1886— C,  unop.  1892— C,  1875. 
1895— C,  uuop. 

Sutherlandshire  (2589). 
F.   S.  Leveson-Gower, 

L.U   1224 

J.  McLeod,  L.         ...  762—472 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 

1885— L,  643.  1886-L,  880.  1892— L,  846.  1895— 
L,  495. 

Swansea  District  (11,066). 

D.  Brynmor  Jones,  L.  ...  Unop. 
1885— L,  unop.    1886— L.  unop.    1892— L,  5026. 
1895— L,  18^ 

Swansea  Town  (9079). 
SirGeorgeNewne8,Bt.,L.  4318 
Sir  J.  T.  D.  Llewellyn, 

Bt.,  C   3203—1116 

Liberal  Gain. 
1885-L,  1140.      1886-L,  1300.      1892-L,  722. 
1895-C,  421. 

Tamworth— Warwickshire. 
Taunton  (3272). 
Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  E.  Welby,  C.  1387 

W.  King,  L  1024—363 

1885— C,  383.     1886-C,  unop.     By-el.  (1837)- 
C,  536.   1892— C,  481.   1895— Cf,  unop. 


Tavistock— «««  Devon-shike. 
Tewkesbury— Gloucestebshikl 
Thanet,  Isle  OF-nsee  Kent. 

THIRSK  and  M ALTON— >»ee  YORKSHntt 

Thornbury— «ee  Gloucertebshire. 

Tipperary,  East  (6366). 

T.  J.  Condon,  N.        ...  Unof. 
1885— N,  3872     1886— N.  unop.  1898— H.  2117!. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Tipperary,  Mid.  (6875). 

K.  E.  O'Brien,  N.       ...  2316 

F.  O'Driftcoll,  N.  ...  587-1729 
1885— N,  3549.     1886— N,  unop.  1892— N.  2397. 

1895— N,  unop. 

Tipperary,  North  (6226). 

P.  J.  0*Brien,  N.        ...  Uih^ 

1885— N,  4537.     1886-N,  unop.  1892— N.  c6.2. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Tipperaiy,  South  (5695). 

J.  Cullinan,  N   Unop. 

1885-N,  3450.     1886-N,  u-op.     1892-N.  1796. 
1895-N  over  N,  501. 

Tiverton— *e€  Devonshire. 
Torquay— *ee  Devonshire. 
ToTNES— «ee  Devonshire. 
Tottenham— «e€  Middlesex. 

Tower  Hamlets,  Bow  and  Bromley 

(11,278). 
W.  M.  Guthrie,  C.      ...  4403 

G.  Lansbury,  Soc.  ...  2558—1845 
1885-L,  681.  1886-C,  571.  1892-L.  423.  135- 

0,1161.  By-el.  a899>-C.  2115. 

Tower  Hamlets,  Limehouse  (6835). 
H.  S.  Samuel.  C.        ...  2608 
W.  Pearce,  L.         ...  2070-538 
1885-0,890.  1886-C.  802.  1892-L.  170.  1293- 
C,  590. 

Tower  Hamlets,  Mile  Bnd  (5915). 
S.  Charrington,  C.      ...  2440 

G.  Clark,  L   1280-1  Iflu 

1885-0,649.  1886—0,829.  1892-C,  273.  18»- 
C,  867. 

Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar  (10,009). 
S.  C.  Buxtx)n,  L.        ...  3992 
W.  P.  Bullivant,  C. ...  2840—11^' 
1885-L,  1977.  1886-L.  76.  1892— L,  2052.  im- 
L,  829. 

Tower  Hamlets,  St.  Gtoorge's-in  the 
East  (3518). 

J.  R.  Dewar,  C   1437 

B.  S.  Strauss,  L.     ...  1141—296 
1835-0,564.  1886-0.485.  By-cl.  a885>-C.C67. 
18^-L,398.   189&--C,  11. 
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Tower  Hamlets,  Stepney  (5878). 
Major  W.  E.  Gordon,  C.  2783 
W.  C.  Steadman,  L.  ..  1718—1065 
Conservative  Gain. 
188&-L.  22.  1886-C,  502.  1892-C,  89.  1895- 
C,  472.   By-€l.  (1898)-L.  20. 

Tower  Hamlets,  Whitechapel  (5004). 
S.  M.  Samuel,  L.        ...  1679 
T.  H.  Kyd,  C.         ...  1608—71 
1835-L.381.  1886-L.587.  1892-L,  527.  1895- 
L,  32. 

ToxTETH,  East— tffee  Liveepool. 
ToxTETH,  West— we  Liverpool. 
Tradeston— «ee  Glasgow. 
Truro— Cornwall. 
Ttllamore— >«e«  King's  County. 
TuNBRiDOE— Kent. 
Tynemoath  and  North  Shields 

(8041). 

L.  Harris.  C   3501 

F.  D.  Blake,  L.       ...  3094-407 

1885-C.  758.        1886-C,  518.  1892-C,  338. 
1895-C,  209. 

Tyneside— ^sef  Northumberland. 
Tyrone,  East  (6760). 
P.  C.  Doogan,  N.       ...  3126 
Col.  J.  L.  Sandwitli,  C.  3050—76 
1885-N.  568.       1886-N,  468.       1892-N,  208. 
1895-N,  152. 

Tyrone,  Mid.  (7560). 

G.  Momagban,  N.      ...  Unop. 
188^N.  1642.     1886— N,  1670.     1852-N,  1069. 
1895-N,  1507. 

Tyrone,  North  (6168). 
Rt.Hon.C.  H.  Hemphill. 
Q.C.,  L  

D.  J.  Wilson,  C.      ...  2814—55 
1885-C,  423.         1886-0,  352.  1892— C,  49. 

1895-L,  91. 

Tyrone,  Sonth  (6220). 

T.  W.  RusseU,  L.U.    ...  2499 

E.  Thompeon.  N.     ...  2409—90 
Major  R.  D.  Howard, 

Ind   303 

1885-N,  53.       18^LU,  99.      1892— LU,  372. 
1895-LU,  193. 

Uxbridoe— >9ee  Middlesex. 
Wakefield  (6055). 

Viscount  Milton,  L.  U.  Unop. 
1885-C.  325.        18e6-C,  307.       1892-C,  404. 
1895-C,  699. 

Walsall  (12,851). 
Rt.Hon.Sir  A.D.Hayter, 

Bt.,  L  5610 

S.  Gedge,  C   5285—325 

Liberal  Gain. 
1885-L,  1677,     1886-L,  unop.     By-«1.  (1891>- 
L,  533.     1892-C,  337.     By^l.  (1892)— L,  96. 
1896-C,317. 


Walthamstow— «<fe  Essex. 

Walton— Liverpool. 

Walworth— Newington. 

Wandsworth  (20,790). 

H.  Kimber,  C   Unop. 

1885-  C,  1176.     1886-C,  unop.     1892-C,  2223. 
1896-0,3234. 

Wansbeck— ^  Northumberland. 

Warrington  (9360). 

R.  Pierpoint,  C   4468 

A.  H.  Crosfield,  L.  ...  3303—1165 

1885-C,  776.       1886-C.  fOl.  1892-C.  585. 
189b-C,  675. 

Warwick  and  Leamington  (5920). 
Hon.  A.  Lyttelton,  L.U.  2785 
H.  J.  Mackinder,  L. ...  1954—831 
1885-L.  372.  1886-LU.  unop.  1892— LU,  unop. 
By-el.  (1895)-LU,  579.  1&5-LU,  unop. 

Warwickshire,  North,  or  Tamworth 

(12072). 

P.  A.  Muntz,  C.         ...  Unop. 
1885-C.  480.      1886-C.  unop.      1892-C,  2426. 
1896 — C,  unop. 

Warwickshire,  North-East,  or 
Nuneaton  (12,894). 
F.  A.  Newdigate,  C.   ...  5736 
W.  Johnson,  L.       ...  4432—1304 

1885-  L,  276.  1886-0,1018.  1892-0,641.  1895- 

C,  1397. 

Warwickshire,  SonthEast,  or  Bngby 

(10,284). 

Corrie  Grant,  L.         ...  4349 
G.  F.  Muntz,  C.      ...  4130—219 
Liberal  Gain. 

1886-  L,  1344.  1886— L,  478.  1892-L,  688.  1895- 

C,  284. 

Warwickshire,  Sonth- West,  or 
Stratford-on-Avon  (10,050). 
Col.  V.  Milward,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1885-L,  901.  1886-0,489.  1892-0,8(4.  1895- 
C,  1771. 

Waterford  i394i). 

J.  Redmond,  N. . .        . .  Unop. 
188^N,  2144.    1886-N,  unop.    By-el.  (1891)— 
P,547.   1892-P,i83.  1895-P,  501. 

Waterford.  East  (4922). 

P.  J.  Power,  N   Unop. 

1885-N.  2977.     1886-N,  nnop.     1892-N.  1519. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Waterford,  West  (5067). 

J.  J.  Shee,  N   Unop. 

1885-N,  3387.    1886-N,  unop.    1892-N.  unop. 
1895— N,  unop.  By-el.  (1895)— N,  unop. 

Watford— ^ec  Hertfordshire. 
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Wednesbnry  (11.856). 
W.  D.  Green,  C.         ...  4733 

E.  Horton,  L   4558—175 

138&-C.  196.   1886-L,662.   1892-C,  60.  1895- 
C.  191. 

Wellington Shropshire  and 
Somerset. 

Wells— «««  Somerset. 

West  Bromwidi  (10,096). 

J.  E.  Spencer,  C.        ...  Unop. 
1  85-L,  817.  1886  -C,  569.  1892— C.  1045.  189&- 
C,  unop. 

WESTBURY-^j«e  Wiltshire. 
West  BERBY-^ee  Liverpool. 
West  Ham,  North  (15,844). 

E.  Gray,  C  6613 

J.  H.  Bethell,  L.     ...  4133—2480 
1885-L,719.  1886-0,727.  1892-L,33.  1896- 
C.704. 

West  Ham,  South  (19,631). 
Major  G.  E.  Banes,  C...  6615 
W.  Thome,  Lab.     ...  4419—1196 
1885-L.  982.  1886— C,  306.     1892-ILP.  1232. 
1895-C,  775. 

West  Houghton— ««c  Lancashire. 
West  Meath,  North  (6200). 
P.  J.  Kennedy,  N.      ...  1763 
L.  Ginnell,  N.         ...  1418—345 
1885-N,  3393.    1886— N,  unop.    1892— N,  2499. 
1895 — N,  unop. 

West  Meath,  South  (6600). 

D.  Sullivan,  N   Unop. 

1885— N.  3418.    1886  -  N,  unop.    1892-N.  1456. 
1895— N,  unop. 

Westminster  (7367). 

W.  Burdett  Coutte,  C. ...  2716 
H.  H.  Montague  Smith, 

Ind.  C   439—2276 

1885— C,  2265.     1886— C,  unop.  1892— C.  1632. 
1895-C,  unop. 

Westmoreland,  North,  or  Appleby 

(6744). 

R.  Rigg,  L   2835 

Sir  J.  Savory,  C.      ...  2256—579 
Liberal  Gain. 
1885-C,10.   1886-0,186.  1892-C.  707.  1895- 
C,  873. 

Westmoreland,  South,  or  Kendal 

(6252). 

Major  J.  F.  Bagot,  C. ...  Unop. 

1885— C,  263.      1886-C,  unop.      1892-C.  629. 

1895-C,  m. 
Wexford,  North  (9183). 
SirT.  G.  Esmonde,  Bt,  N.  2823 
T.  J.  Healy,  N.       ...    1 153—1670 
1885— N,  5614.    1886  N,  unop.  1892— N,  4873. 
1895— N.  3904. 


Wexford,  South  (8927). 

P.  Ffrench,  N   I  no 

1885-N.  unop.    1886-N,  unop.     1892— N.  2i 
1895 -N.  unop. 

Whitby— YoRKsnraE. 
Whitechapel— «««  Tower  H.\MLET?i 
Whitehaven  (2824). 

A.  Helder,  C   1553 

W.  McGowan,  L.     ...  876—67^ 
1885-C,  211.      18S6-C,  106.       By^l.  (ISSli 
C,  233.   1892 -L.  218.  1395—6.266. 

Wick,  District  (2617). 
A.  Bignold,  L.U.        ...  1154 
T.C.H.Hedderwick,L.  1041—113 
Liberal  Unionist  Gain. 
1885-L,  45.       1886-L,  224.       1892— LU.  121 
1395-LU,  2*.   By^il.  (1896)-L,  212- 

Wicklow,  East  (4827). 

D.  J.  Cogan,  N   Unc^ 

1885-N,  2385.      1886-N,  2117.      1882— N.  3G6 

By-el.  (1895)  N,  62.  1895-P.  87- 

Wicklow,  West  (4671). 

J.  O'Connor,  N   Unofi 

1885  -N,  2850.     1886-N,  2675.     1892-N,  1738 
1895 -N,  unop. 

WiDNEs— <M  Lancashire. 
Wigan  (8069). 

Sir  F.  S.  Powell,  Bt,  C.  3772 

Col.  W.  Woods,  L.   ...  3130—642 

1885-C,  916.       1886-C.  591.  18K-C.  IK 
1895-C,  874. 

Wight,  Isle  OF-^ee  Hampshire. 

Wigtownshire  (5615). 

Rt.  Hon.  SirH.  E.  Maxwell,C.  Unop. 
1885-C,  79.       1886-C.  1201.       189B-C.  1225. 
1895— C,  unop. 

Wilton— Wiltshire. 

Wiltshire,  East,  or  Devizes  (8807). 

E.  A.  Goulding,  C.     ...  3738 

F.  E.  N.  Rogers,  L.  ...  3111— 62T 
18^C,  97.       188&-C.  1726.       1882-L,  138. 
1895-C,  477. 

Wiltshire,  North,  or  Cricklade 

(12,441). 

Lord  E.  Fitzmaarice,L.  5754 
Major  Pemberton,  C.  4920— 83» 
1885-L,  1771.     1886-LU,  1718.  18B2-L.9* 
1895-LU,  99.    By-d.  (1898)-L,  489. 

Wiltshire.  North-West,  or  Ghippes 
ham  (8446). 
Sir  J.  Dickson-Poynder, 

C   3863 

J.  Thornton,  L.       ...  3278-585 

1885-L,  306.       188&-C,537.  189e-C.2» 
1895-C,  506. 
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K^iltslUre,  South,  or  WUton  (8205). 
A.  Morrison,  C.      ...  3733 
-J.    Martin  White,  L.  2892—841 
822.     1886-LU.  unop.     1892-C,  407. 
1895 — C.  263.      By-«1.  (190O)— C,  unop. 

W'iltBliire,  West,  orWestbury  (9782). 
J.  M.  F.  Fuller,  L.     ...  4520 

Col.  R.  G.  Chaloner,  C.  3961—559 
Liberal  Gain. 
If     — 1694.       1886-L,  993.       1892-L,  624. 
189&-C,  166. 

Wimbledon— *cc  Surrey. 

Wizicliester  (2681). 

W.  Myers,  C   1342 

£.  (i.  Hemmerde,  L.  846—496 
1886 — C,  171.      1886-C,  336.      By-el.  0887)- 
C,  516.      1892-0,  364.      1895-C,  unop. 

Windsor  (3125). 

Sir  F.  T.  Barry,  C.     ...  Unop. 
1885 — C.  465.    1886-C,  unop.    By-el.  (1890)- 
C,  560.     1892— C,  unop.  1895— C,  unop. 

WmRAL— «e€  Che<?hire. 
WisBECH^ee  Cambridgeshire. 
Wokingham— Berkshire. 

WolTerhampton,  East  (9254). 

Kt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  H.  Fowler,  L.  Unop. 
1885— L,  U87.    1886— L.  1123.    1892-L,  unop. 
1895-L,  1034. 

Wolverhampton,  Sonth  (9414). 

H.  Norman,  L   3701 

W.  Oulton,  L.U.     ...  3532—169 
Liberal  Gain. 
1685 — L,  unop.     1886— LU,  unop.     1892— LU, 
unop.  1895— LU,  unop.   By-el.  (1898>-LU,  111. 

Wolverhampton,  West  (11,483). 

Sir  A.  Hickman,  Bt,  C.  Unop. 
1885— C,  153.  1886— L.  123.  1892-C,  1116.  1895- 
C,  823. 

WOODBRIDGE— SUFFOLK. 

Woodstock— >je«  Oxfordshire. 

Woolwich  (14,592). 

Col.  E.  Hughes,  C.     ...  Unop. 
1885— C,  1189.      1886-C,  1836.      1892-C.  1892. 
1885-0,  2805. 

Worcester  (7780). 

Hon.  G.  H.  Allsopp,  C.  Unop. 
1885-0,84.   1886-C,  143.  1892-0,813.  1895- 
C,  1202. 

Worcestershire,  East  (13,799). 

J.  AuAten  Chamberlain,  L.  K.  Unop. 
1885— L,  491.  1886— LU,  unop.    18TO-LU,  294. 
1895— LU,  unop. 


Worcestershire,  Mid.,  or  Droitwich 

(10,175). 
R.  B.  Martin,  L.U.     ...  4020 
C.  Harmsworth,  L.  ...  3752—268 
1885— L,  unop.  1886-LU,  1270.   1892— LU,  570. 
1895-LU,  unop. 

Worcestershire,  North  (12,726). 

J.  W.  Wilson,  L.U.     ..  Unop. 
1885— L,  3619.    1886-LU.  unop.    1892-L,  2158. 
1895-LU.  988. 

Worcestershire,  Sonth,  or  Evesham 

(10,073). 

Lt-Col.  C.  W.  Long.  C.  Unop. 
1885-C,232.  1886-0.1736.  1892— C,  580.  By-cl. 
(1885>-C,  1176.  1895— C,  unop. 

Worcestershire,  West,  or  Bewdley 

(10,398). 

A.  Baldwin,  C   Unop. 

1885— C,  1510.    1886-C.  unop.    1892— C,  unop. 
1895— C.  unop. 

Wycombe— 9ee  Buckinghamshire. 

Yarmonth,  Oreat  (8499). 

Sir  J.  C.  Colomb,  C.    ...  Unop. 
1885-C,  195.  1886-C.  966.  1892— L.  268.  1895- 
C,  635. 

York  (2)  (12,682). 

J.  G.  Butcher,  C.       ...  Unop. 

G.  D.  Faber,  C  

1885— L,  670.    1886-L.  458.    1892-1  L,  1  C,  46. 

1895-1  L,  1  C,  207.       By-el.  (1898>-C,  11. 

By-€l.  (1900)-C,  1430. 

Yorkshire,  Barkston  Ash  (9279). 

Col.  R.  Gunter,  C.      ...  Unop. 
1885— C,  1906.     1886-C,  unop.     1892-C.  1241, 
1895— C,  unop. 

Yorkshire,  Bamsley  (15,948). 

J.  Walton,  L   7649 

A.  W.  Groeer,  C.  ...  4356—3193 
1885-L,  3983.     1886-L,  2608.     By-cl.  (1889)- 

L,2451.   1892— L,  3241.  1895-L,  2167.  By-el. 

a897>-L,  3290. 

Yorkshire,  Bnckrose  (9652). 

Luke  White,  C   4083 

E.  C.  Meysey-Thomp- 

8on,  L.U   3992—91 

1885— C.  296.  1886— C,  6.   1892— L,  652.  1895— 
L,90. 

Yorkshire,  Cleveland  (12,177). 

A.  Pease,  L   Unop. 

1885— L.  4103.     1886— L,  unop.     1892— L,  348. 
1895-L,  587.   By-el.  (i8OT>-L.  1428. 

Yorkshire,  Colne  VaUey  (11.081). 
Sir  J.  Kit8on,Bt.,  L.  ...  4699 
W.  G.  Bagnall,  C.    ...  4176-523 
1885-L,  857.     1886-LU,  unop.     1892— L,  706. 
1E95-L,  539. 


Digitized  by 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


Torkshire,  Doncaster  (16,276). 
F.  W.  Fison,  C   6512 

C.  VV.  Black,  L.  ...  6147—365 
188&-L,  980.       1886-L,  268.      By-el.  a888>- 

LU.211.   1892-L.279.  1895-0,141. 

Torkshire,  Elland  (13,146). 
C.  P.  Trevelyan,  L.     ...  6154 
Major  Coates,  C.     ..  4612—1642 
1885— L.  3059.     1886— L,  unqp.     1892— L,  1821. 
1895-L,306.   By-el.  aw9>-L.  984. 

Torkshire,  Hallamshire  (15,610). 
Sir  F.  T.  Mappln,  Bt.,  L.  6688 
F.  S.  Hatchard,  C.  ...   49S8— 1760 
1885— L,  2003.    1886— L,  unop.    1892— L,  unop. 
1895-L,  896. 

Yorkshire,  Holdemess  (9710). 

A.  S.  Wilson,  C   4597 

A.  J.  Lawrie,  L.  ...  2810—1787 
1885— C.  629.  1886-C,  unop.  1892— C,  466. 
iooo-v.  1895-C,  1(K7. 

Torkshire,  Holmfirtli  (11,223). 
H.  J.  WUson,  L.         ...  4605 
Major  E.  M.  Stuart- 

Wortley,  C   3738—767 

1885-L.  3044.     1886-L,  2642.     1892-L,  2323. 
1895-L,  1542. 

Torkshire,  Howdenshire  (9467). 
Capt.  W.  H.  Wilson-Todd,  C.  Unop. 

1885—  0, 1191.     1886—0,  unop.     1892— C,  350. 

1895—0.  unop. 

Yorkshire,  Keighley  (12,470). 

JohnBrigg,  L   5432 

W.  Baiiitow,  C.      ...  4792-640 

1886-  L,  2826.    1886— L,  unop.    1892— L,  unop. 

1895-L,  840. 

Yorkshire,  Morley  (14,049). 

A.  E.  Hutton,  L.        ...  6428 
W.B.Boyd-Carpenter,C.  3888—2540 

1885— L,  3507.    1886— L,  unop.    1892— L,  2162. 
1895-L,  16S5. 

Yorkshire,  Normanton  (13,100). 

B.  Pickard,  L   6025 

C.  L.  Kaye,  C.        ...  3606—1419 
1885-L,  1909.    1886-L,  1047.    1892-L,  2331. 
1895-L,  1558. 

Yorkshire,  Osgoldcross  (14,689). 
Sir  J.  Austin,  Bt. ,  Ind.  L.  5609 

V.  Rutherford,  L.  ...  3025—2584 
1885— L,  2100.      1886-L.  998.      1892— L,  1876. 

1895-L,  1065.  By-el.  (1899)-L,  2926. 

Yorkshire,  Otley  (12,138). 

J.  H.  Duncan,  L.       ...  5327 

M.  D.  Wyvill,  C.     ...  4747—580 
Liberal  Gain. 

1885— L,  1407.      1886— L,  884.  1892— L.  690. 
1895-0,  48. 


Yorkshire,  Pudsey  (U,573). 

G.  Whiteley,  L   5973 

E.  B.  Faber.C.       ...  5424-549 
1886-L,  2324.      1886-L,  1171.      1892-L.  601 
1895-L,  470. 

Yorkshire,  Richmond  (10,369). 
John  Hutton,  C.         ...  4573 
Hon.  G.  Howard,  L.  ..  3117-1456 
1886-L,  549.  1886-0.  951.  1892-0. 159.  m- 
0,  584. 

Yorkshire,  Bipon  (11.004). 

Rt.  Hon.  J.  L.  Wharton,  C.  Unop. 
1885-L,  165.  1886-0.988.  1892-0. 6n.  m- 
0.  702. 

Yorkshire,  Botherham  (15,325). 
W.  H.  Holland,  L.      ...  6926 
R.  H.  V.  Wragge,  C.  .  5021-19W 

1885-  L.  4043.     1886-L,  3086.    1882-L,  3m 
1895-L,  unop.   By-el.  a899>-L,  1967. 

Yorkshire,  Shipley  (14,»90). 
Sir  J.  F.  Flannery,  L.  U.  6284 
P.  Illingworth,  L.    ...  6223-61 

1886—  L,  2197.     1886-L,  unop.     1892-L.  Ifl 

1895-LU,  78. 

Yorkshire,  Skipton  (11,865). 
F.  W.  Thomson,  L.     ...  5139 
W.  Morrison,  L.U.  ...  5007-132 
Lil>eral  Gain. 
188&-L,  7tO.      1886-LU,  134.      1892-i.  92- 
1895-LU,  139. 

Yorkshire,  Sowerby  (11,998). 
Rt.  Hon.  J.  W.  Mellor, 

Q.C.,L   5528 

J.  C.  Bailey,  C.       ...  4067-1461 
1885-L,  3467.    1886— L,  unop.  1892-L, 
1895-L,  1574. 

Yorkshire,  Spen  VaUey  (10,858) 
T.  P.  Whittaker,  L.    ...  5068 
W.  Glossop.  C.        ...  3653-1415 
1885-L,  3044.     1886-L,  2342.     189a-L,  MR- 
1895-L,  821. 

Yorkshire,  Thirsk  and  Malton 

(12,355). 

J.  Grant  Lawson,  C.  ...  Unop. 
1885-0,  1463.    1886-0.  unop.    1892-C,  m 

1895—  0,  unop. 

Yorkshire,  Whitby  (10,740). 

E.  W.  Beckett,  C.  Uno^ 
1885—0,  340.     1886—0,  1138.     1892-0,  lOM. 

1896—  0»  unop. 
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have  presented  to  the  Grovemment  a  claim  which  cannot  be  conceded  without 
a  grave  injury  to  the  landowning  class,  akeady  almost  ruined  by  agrarian 
legislation,  and  without  the  imposition  of  an  enormously  heavy  burden  on 
the  taxpayers  of  the  United  Kii^^dom.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  move- 
ment has  been  allowed  to  go  so  far  under  the  patronage  of  a  politician 
<)ccupying  a  Ministerial  office,  even  though  it  was  only  a  subordinate  one.  It 
is  stul  more  to  be  regretted  that  Lord  Salisbury,  in  parting  company  with 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  used  the  ambiguous  expression  that  ^  under  existing 
circumstances'  the  Grovemment  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Russell's  policy  of 
compulsory  expropriation.  We  cannot  feel  surprised  that  the  Ulster  tenant 
farmers,  following  Mr.  Russell's  lead,  have  announced  their  determination  to 
show  the  Prime  Minister  that  the  circumstances  have  to  be  changed.  At  a 
meeting  held  a  few  days  ago  at  Aughnacloy,  in  support  of  the  compulsory 
sale  proposals,  the  chairman  said,  *  They  had  jrood  leaders  in  this  battle — 
Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  Mr.  Tim  Healy,  and  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett  '—and  that 
if  the  tenants  combined  in  forcing  on  the  Grovemment  the  necessity  of  com- 
pulsory sale  the  politicians  above-named  would  be  able  to  lead  them  on  to 
victory.  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  who  writes  to  say  that  the  Land  Commission 
'must  be  assailed,'  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  Administration,  and 
he  is  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  freedom.  Mr.  Healy  is  a  political 
Ishmaelite.  But  Mr,  Horace  Plunkett,  though  he  has  lost  his  seat  in  Parlia- 
ment, is  still  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  Department  of  Agriculture  and  Indus- 
tries. It  is  right  that  he  should  say  whether  or  not  he  is  one  of  those  who 
Are  leading  on  the  Irish  tenants  to  the  victory  which  Lord  Salisbury  regards, 
*  under  existing  circumstances,'  as  dangerous  and  deplorable.  The  Chief 
Secretary  may  perform  a  ^^t  service  by  speakins  out  firmly  and  oppor- 
tunely on  this  question.  It  is  perfectly  certain  that  the  Unionist  party  in  this 
country  will  not  be  coerced  by  threats  of  disturbance  and  illegal  combination 
into  a  policy  of  compulsory  expropriation  at  an  immense  nsk  to  the  Ex- 
chequer." 


As  regards  the  more  "  vigorous  "  action  now 
Coercion  being  adopted  in  Ireland,  and  the  demand 

IN  THE  Air.  made  in  various  quarters  for  the  renewed 
enforcement  of  the  Crimes  Act,  the  2'imes 
made  the  mistake  of  attributing  the  suppression  of  meetings  to  the  new 
Irish  Secretary,  Mr.  Wyndham,  and  was  speedily  corrected  by  Mr. 
Oerald  Balfouj*,  who  addressed  to  it  the  following  letter,  which 
Appeared  on  November  14th  : — 

"Sir,— There  is  a  statement  made  in  the  first  leading  article  of  to-day's 
issue  of  The  Times  which  I  cannot  allow  to  pass  unnoticed. 

Speaking  of  certain  departments  of  the  Grovemment,  the  article  says  : — 

**  *  The  incoming  Ministers  have  everything  to  learn,  and  it  will  be  fortimate  for 
them  if  their  bands  are  not  forced  by  events.  This,  however,  cannot  in  all  cases  be 
avoided.  Mr.  Wyndham,  for  instance,  has  been  compelled,  on  the  very  day  of  his 
anival  in  Ireland,  to  put  the  law  in  motion,  in  order  to  prevent  the  audacious  incite- 
nients  to  intimidation  that  are  being  actively  organised  by  the  United  Irish  League. 
The  tolerance  extended  to  the  proceedings  of  the  League  during  the  p>a8t  year  or  two 
has  allowed  the  evil  to  grow  to  a  height  which  makes  it  imperative  on  tne  Giovem- 
«D«nt  to  check,  by  the  stem  exercise  of  the  powers  conferred  by  Parliament,  what 
might  have  been  easily  stopped  in  its  early  stages.' 

**  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  proclamation  of  meetings  referred  to  in  this 
passage  was  carried  out  by  my  directions,  and  not  by  those  of  Mr.  Wyndham, 
it  was  carried  out  in  pursuance  of  the  general  principle  on  which  the 
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Irish  Government  had  acted  during  the  past  five  years — namely,  that  of  pro- 
hibiting the  holding  of  meetings  at  which  there  was  reason  to  believe  p«r 
ticular  individuals  would  be  denounced  by  the  speakers  and  made  the  objects 
of  incitement  to  intimidation. 

**  I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  controversy  with  respect 
to  the  further  suggestion  that  the  cause  of  law  and  order  in  Ireland  is  in 
grave  peril,  and  that  this  state  of  things  has  been  brought  about  by  the 
apathv  or  weakness  of  the  Grovemment.  I  will  only  say  that  if  such  a  charge 
is  well  founded  it  is  a  pity  it  was  not  brought  forward  in  Parliament,  wb^ 
it  could  have  been  met  and  answered  by  those  responsible  for  Irish  adminis- 
tration. 

**  I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

**G.  W.  Balfoub. 
*-10,  Downing-street,  Whitehall,  S.W.,  November  13th." 

The  Times  appended  the  following  footnote : — 

**  We  regret  that  we  were  misled,  by  the  general  belief  of  both  Unioniita 
and  Home  Kulera  in  Ireland,  into  attributing  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  instead  of 
to  Mr.  Grerald  Balfour,  the  very  proper  step  of  proclaiming  the  recent 
meetings  of  the  United  Irish  League." 

But  a  week  later  (November  20th)  the  Times  returned  to  its  attack 
on  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  once  more,  and  called  for  yet  stronger  repressive 
action.  Referring  to  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett's  efforts  to  revive  Irish 
dairy  farming,  it  said  : — 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  whatever  is  done  to  help  the  Irish  peasant 
to  establish  new  industries  and  to  open  up  new  markets,  the  first  and  the 
most  imperative  duty  of  the  Irish  Executive  is  to  insist  upon  the  supremacy 
of  the  law.  The  terrorism  which  the  United  Irish  Lea^e  is  endeavouring 
to  estabUsh,  the  renewal  of  boycotting,  the  assembling  of  intimidatoiy 
meetings,  and  the  proceedings  in  what  are  called  Land  L^gue  Courts  have 
been  allowed  to  go  much  too  far.  Mr.  Gerald  Balfour's  proclamation  of  a 
meeting  in  Wicklow  on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Holvhead  was  a  tardy 
and  inadequate  assertion  of  the  power  of  the  Crown.  We  look  for  a  more 
vigorous  and  steady  exercise  of  authority  by  his  successor.  Otherwise,  the 
question  will  be  asked  why  the  Crimes  Act  was  ever  put  upon  the  Statute- 
book." 

This  demand  for  the  re-enforcement  of  the  Crimes  Act  is  being  re- 
echoed in  other  Tory  papers,  some  of  which  are  reminding  the  Govern- 
ment that,  as  they  predicted,  the  plan  of  "killing  Home  Rule  with 
kindness  "  has  failed.  So  far,  the  suppression  of  meetings,  which  has 
been  followed  more  than  once  by  disturbances,  is  the  only  active 
coercion  that  has  been  resorted  to,  but  the  language  of  Lord  London- 
derry at  the  Unionist  meeting  held  at  Stockton  on  November  22nd 
would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  Government  were  at  least  considering 
a  "  more  vigorous  exercise  of  their  authority."    He  said : — 

He  himself  had  drawn  attention  in  the  House  of  Lords  no  less  than 
three-and-a-half  years  ago  to  the  danger  of  allowing  Mr.  William  0*Brien  to 
preach  the  doctrines  of  intimidation.  He  trusted  his  prognostications  then 
would  not  prove  true.  Should  they  ever  do  so,  he  trusted  all  law-abiding 
citizens  would  support  the  Irish  Executive  in  enforcing  any  measures  that 
might  be  necessary  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  that  intimidation,  and  of 
those  outrages  of  which  he  had  had  personal  experience  from  1886  to  1889, 
and  which  had  proved  so  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  Ireland." 
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The  very  presence  of  Lord  Londonderry  in  the  Cahinet  at  this  time 
is  ominous. 

The  Dublin  correspondent  of  the  Unionist  Observer  points  out  that 
the  party  which  is  crying  out  for  coercion — the  party  of  Lord  Ardilaun 
and  Col.  Saunderson,  and  with  which  Lord  Londonderry  has  shown 
himself  in  sympathy — is  "the  old  Irish  Tory  Party — the  party  of 
ascendency — the  party  of  exclusiveness — the  bigoted  and  narrow- 
minded  party  which,  above  all  other  parties,  Irish  or  English,  has 
succeeded  during  the  present  century  in  keeping  the  Irish  question  an 
open  sore."    He  proceeds  to  remark  ; — 

"  With  the  public  at  the  present  moment  the  great  question  is,  Has  this 
antiquated  party  succeeded  in  nobbling  Dublin  Castle  ?  Is  Mr.  Wyndham 
(who  has  been  visiting  the  congested  districts  of  the  West)  after  his  sympa- 
thetic speech  at  Swinford  on  Wednesday  regarding  the  poverty  of  the  West, 
to  be  forced  into  a  baton  policy  by  people  who  nave  no  conception  of  the 
difficulties  of  Irish  government,  or  desire  for  the  real  and  permanent  settle- 
ment of  the  Irish  question  ?  Mr.  Wyndham  has,  no  doubt,  a  very  difficult 
and  complicated  situation  to  deal  with  ;  but  if  he  allows  himself  to  eet  into 
the  hands  of  the  reactionaries  his  last  state  is  quite  certain  to  be  much  worse 
than  his  first." 

The  feeling  that  has  been  aroused  by  the  suppression  of  meetings  is 
shown  by  the  following  resolution  on  the  Wicklow  meeting,  which  was 
passed  by  the  Wicklow  County  Council  by  a  majority  of  18  to  2  : — 

That  this  council  strongly  condemns  the  stupid  action  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  proclaiming  a  public  meeting  of  the  people  of  this  county,  announced 
to  have  been  held  at  Barndurrig  on  Sunday,  the  11th  inst.,  thereby 
abrof^ating  the  constitutional  rights  of  freedom  of  speech  and  exchange  of 
opinion  in  pubUc  between  the  people  and  their  representatives  on  matters  of 
the  highest  public  importance.  Furthermore,  we  regard  the  conduct  of  the 
Government,  in  wantonly  attacking  and  brutally  bludgeoning  an  assemblage 
of  peaceable  people,  as  highly  criminal  and  calculated  to  lead  to  breaches  of 
the  pubUc  peace  in  our  hitherto  peaceable  and  law-abiding  country.  That 
the  secretary  be  hereby  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Prime  Minister,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland." 

The  United  Irish  League  have  called  upon  the  Nationalist  members 
to  "  boycott  "  the  December  meeting  of  Parliament,  and  attend  instead 
the  Nationalist  Convention  of  December  11th,  and  thereafter  continue 
in  Ireland  to  complete  the  "  work  of  united  and  disciplined  organisa- 
tion," until  the  Session  of  next  year.  Altogether  the  winter's  outlook 
in  Ireland  is  not  a  peaceful  one. 


The  attempt  to  stigmatise  Liberal  candidates 
Another  as  friends  of  the  Boers  and  disloyal  to  their 

"Fraudulent       country  was  not  the  only  fraud  on  the  electors 
Device."  perpetrated  by  the  Tory  party  at  the  late 

General  Election.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a 
leaflet  circulated  by  the  Tories  at  Stockton-on-Tees,  with  a  view  to 
^^C'lring  the  Catholic  vote  for  their  candidate  : — 
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[Reprinted  from  "THE  CATHOLIC  TIMES,"  September  28Ui,  1900.] 
THE  GENERAL  ELECTION. 

Letter  from  the  Bishop  of  Nottingham. 


The  Bishop  of  Nottingham  has  addressed  the  following  letter  to  the 
Catholics  of  the  diocese. 

Dear  Fellow- Catholics, 

We  write  to  you  a  few  words  on  the  occasion  of  the  impending  General 
Election,  because  we  think  that  the  interests  of  the  Catholic  religion  may  be 
very  gravely  affected  by  it. 

If  the  result  of  the  Election  should  be  that  the  Liberal  Party  is  returned 
to  power,  we  shall  be  subjected  to  the  government  of  men  who  are  pledged 
to  promote  a  system  of  public  education  opposed  to  the  teaching  of  the 
Catholic  Faith,  and  to  the  very  existence  of  Catholic  Schools. 

The  Liberal  Party  has  declared  itself  to  be  in  favour  of  opening  Botrd 
Schools  everywhere,  and  of  closing  Catholic  Schools,  unless  their  manage- 
ment and  teaching  is  put  into  the  hands  of  men  who  may  be  sectarians  or 
unbelievers  of  every  variety  and  colour. 

They  are  not  content  with  the  infamy  of  building,  managing,  and  maiB- 
taining,  at  the  public  cost.  Schools  which  forbid  the  teaching  of  Christianit; 
in  a  Christian  country  ;  they  are  not  content  with  the  huge  injustice  of  build- 
ing, managing,  and  maintaining  Schools  which  we  cannot  consciendoualy 
use,  at  our  expense,  and  giving  us  no  share  in  the  School  rates,  which  we 
are  forced  to  pay  ;  they  are  not  content  with  oftentimes  forcing  our  children 
to  attend  these  their  unchristian,  Grodlesa,  and  disreputable  Schools  ;  they  are 
not  content  with  raising  a  howl  of  bigotiy  against  giving  to  the  Cathdics  of 
Ireland  a  University  of  the  very  same  character  as  the  Universities  already 
given  to  the  Churchmen  and  Presbyterians  ;  no,  they  will  not  be  content 
with  anything  short  of  endeavouring  to  destroy  our  religion  by  destroying 
our  Schools. 

Hand  over  your  Schools  to  be  made  Board  Schools,  or  shut  them  up. 
Such  would  be  their  cruel  mandate  !  They  know  full  well  that,  without  our 
fair  share  in  the  State-aid,  we  cannot  comply  with  the  exorbitant  State 
requirements.  We  pay  already  what  we  cannot  afford,  that  they  may  fatten 
on  the  rates  at  our  expense.  That  does  not  suffice.  They  must  screw  up  the 
payments  till  we  are  ruined  and  they  are  left  masters  of  the  field. 

Fellow-Catholics,  let  us  stand  up  and  defend  ourselves  against  such  selfish, 
cold-blooded,  calculating  tyranny.  It  would  be  a  tyranny  such  as  w» 
exercised  by  Julian  the  Apostate  against  the  early  Christians.  It  would  be 
a  savage  persecution,  falling  short  only  of  the  horrors  of  the  Elizabetium 
persecution  of  our  ancestors.  Let  us  organise  ourselves,  and  not  only  vote 
but  work  with  all  our  might,  to  keep  out  of  Parliament  every  supporter  of 
these  dastardly,  would-be  persecutors.  Until  they  repent,  let  us  not  give 
any  support  to  men  who  call  themselves  Liberals,  but  maintain  a  pohcy  both 
illiberal  and  unjust. 

tEDWABD, 

Bishop  of  Nottingham. 

The  Cathedral,  Nottingham,  September,  1900. 


ROPNER  18  in  favour  of  Voltintary  Schools. 
SAMUEL  is  against  VolwUary  Schools. 
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It  was,  of  coarse,  ridiculously  untrue  at  Stockton  to  assert  that 
the  Liberals  there  were  in  favour  of  closing  Catholic  schools  ;  or  to 
assert  of  Liberals  anywhere  that  they  had  built,  managed,  and  main- 
tained at  the  public  cost,  schools  "which  forbid  the  teaching  of 
Christianity  in  a  Christian  country."  Nevertheless,  no  doubt  this 
leaflet  would  impose  upon  the  prejudices  of  the  more  ignorant  electors. 
We  wonder  if  the  Catholic  clergy  generally  approved  of  the  tone  of 
this  letter  and  of  the  use  to  which  it  was  put  by  the  Tories  of 
Stockton. 


Both  parties  are  accustomed  to  use  the 
"  Fob  Your  Country    facsimile  letter  in  electioneering;  but  a 

AND  ! "  peculiarly  interesting  specimen  comes  to  us 

from  Stalybridge  : — 

Stalybridge,  September  29th,  1900. 
'*  Dear  Sir, — I  appeal  to  you  to  vote  on  Monday  next  for  the  Unionist 
cause. 

**On  this  election  depends  the  existence  of  the  Empire.  It  is  imperative 
that  its  destinies,  especially  in  South  Africa,  should  be  entrusted  to  a  party 
prepared  to  defend  tne  rights  of  English  subjects. 

The  Boer  war  has  been  undertaken  in  order  to  defend  the  rights  of  English 
subjects.  The  Liberals  have,  as  a  party,  hampered  the  prosecution  of  that 
war.  Mr.  Cheetham  stands  on  the  same  platform  as  Mr.  Cawley  and  Mr. 
Brunner,  both  pronounced  pro-Boers,  and  numbers  in  his  party  Dr.  Clark 
and  Bir.  Labouchere,  who  have  been  in  correspondence  with  the  enemies  of 
our  country. 

"  Can  you  trust  a  gentleman  who  belongs  to  that  party,  and  who  moreover 
has  given  you  no  indication  of  his  policy,  foreign  or  domestic  ? 
*'  I  hope  you  will  vote  for  your  country  and  for 

*'  Yours  faithfully 

*'  Matthew  W.  Ridley.' 

This  was  as  grossly  unfair  to  Mr.  Cheetham  as  it  was  unduly  apprecia- 
tive of  Mr.  Ridley. 


POINTS  FROM  SPEECHES. 


Mr.  Balfonr.  Bradford,  Noyember  9th,  1900 

Those  who  have  made  even  the  most  superficial  survey  of  the 
history  of  this  country  know  perfectly  well  that  through  no  fault  of 
its  own  the  Grovemment  in  power,  whether  that  Grovemment  is  Con- 
servative or  liberal,  is  bound  to  disappoint  a  certain  number  of 
expectations,  to  alienate  and  discourage  a  certain  number  of  its 
supporters.  Experience,  I  will  not  say  in  English  political  life,  but 
in  universal  political  life,  shows  that  action  and  reaction  follow  each 
other  with  a  uniformity  which  amounts  to  almost  the  inevitable." 

From  the  Times,  Nwsemher  lOth,  1900 

Mr.  Balfour  is  evidently  oppressed,  thus  early  after  the  Ministerial 
victory,  with  a  foreboding  of  the  coming  reaction. 


Digitized  by 


580 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


[Decemtie-,  VKC 


Sir  Michael  Hicks-BeaclL 


Bristol,  November  19^  ISOO. 


**  No  doubt  Lord  Salisbury's  Grovemment  were  full  of  faults  and 
failings.  They  knew  that  was  so  because  they  read  of  it  in  all  the 
newspapers.  But,  all  the  same,  they  were  supported  in  the  hust 
House  of  Commons  and  throughout  its  existence  by  an  absolutely 
united  party.  What  was  the  case  with  their  opponentu?  A 
leaderless,  amorphous  assemblage  of  individuals,  none  of  them 
agreeing  with  one  another,  hopeless  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  as  to 
their  capacity  to  conduct  its  affairs.  It  was  interesting  to  observe 
the  present  tactics  of  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Opposition. 
They  saw  in  Ireland  the  Nationalist  party  occupied  in  the  congenial 
task  of  drumming  out  of  their  ranks  everybody  who  did  not  agree 
with  them.  They  saw  in  England  the  Radical  party,  no  longer,  he 
believed,  in  the  bulk  Home  Rulers,  but  of  a  nondescript  political 
character  which,  excepting  generalities,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
define." 

From  the  Timbs,  November  24*/»,  1900. 
Considering  the  sad  fate  of  Mr.  Horace  Plunkett  and  Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  not  to  speak  of  Mr.  Courtney,  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  and  Mr. 
Maclean,  it  does  not  seem  as  if  Irish  Nationalists  were  the  only  party 
who  have  been  occupied  in  the  congenial  task  of  drumming  out  of  their 
ranks  those  who  do  not  agree  with  them. 


1  Ampthill.  Liberal  Unionist  Council,  Westminflter, 

Noyember  13th,  190a 

Who  would  say  that  if  we  had  escaped  this  war,  which  had  been 
the  means  of  proving  the  loyalty  of  India  and  the  colonies,  we  should 
have  escaped  m  other  quarters  ?  The  forces  of  envy,  hatred,  and 
malice  had  long  been  united  against  us,  and  on  more  than  one  occa- 
sion war  clouds  had  threatened  and  we  had  seemed  to  be  on  the  very 
point  of  the  calamity  of  war.  At  any  time  during  the  last  five  years 
we  might  have  needed  the  whole  forces  of  the  British  Empire  to 
defend  its  interests.  We  might  still  be  called  upon  to  fight  for  its 
existence,  but  since  the  unity  of  the  Empire  had  been  demonstrated 
to  the  whole  world  there  was  less  danger  than  there  was  from 
foreign  countries,  who  had  come  to  believe  that  we  were  a  decaying 
nation  and  were  tottering  to  our  decline.  The  unity  of  the  British 
Empire  was  the  result  of  the  new  Imperialism,  which  would  be  the 
foundation  of  many  years  of  peace  and  prosperity." 


But  why  should  the  forces  of  envy,  hatred,  and  malice  directed 
against  Great  Britain  thus  come  to  a  head  while  a  Tory  Govern- 
ment was  in  power,  unless  that  Government  had  itself  contributed  to 
the  result  by  a  policy  of  exasperation  1  And  if  foreign  countries  had 
"  come  to  believe  that  we  were  a  decaying  nation,"  how  is  that  aft«- 
five  years  of  a  Unionist  Government  1  The  unity  of  the  British  Empire, 
is,  by  the  way,  the  result  not  of  the  "  new  "  but  rather  of  the  "  old " 
Imperialism — that  of  Liberal  Governments,  which  by  conferring  Home 
Rule  on  the  Colonies  attached  them  to  the  Imperial  connection. 


From  the  Times,  November  16th,  1900. 
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Lord  George  Hamilton. 


Ealing,  November  25th,  1900. 


He  had  noticed  with  pride  and  encouragement  the  great 
development  of  the  Imperial  and  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country. 
He  had  been  an  Imperialist  all  his  life,  and  had  been  in  favour  of 
keeping  the  Army  and  Navy  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency.  But 
he  owned  that  there  were  a  good  many  of  his  young  friends  who 
were  going,  he  thought,  somewhat  too  far  in  that  direction.  They 
seemed  to  wish  the  Government  to  annex  the  whole  world.  We 
had  a  large  slice  of  the  world  already — he  believed  the  best  slice  of 
the  cake.  But  they  thought  that  no  other  foreign  nation  was  to 
imitate  our  procedure.  Then  there  did  not  seem  any  proposal  of 
taxation  or  expenditure  which  they  were  not  ready  to  support. 
That  was  all  very  well  up  to  a  point,  but  the  income-tax  was  already 
Is.  in  the  pound  and  he  did  not  want  to  make  it  a  permanent 
financial  institution.  While  he  should  always  be  ready  to  vote  for 
any  expenditure  in  connection  with  the  Army  or  Navy,  or  other 
projects  which  could  be  shown  to  be  of  national  or  imperial  im- 
portance, he  thought  they  ought  to  be  most  careful,  looking  at  the 
very  heavy  burdens  placed  upon  the  taxpayers  of  this  country,  not 
to  sanction  any  expenditure  that  was  not  absolutely  necessary  until 
they  were  quite  certain  as  to  the  ways  and  means  by  which  that 
expenditure  could  be  met." 

From  the  Times,  November  24th,  1900. 
A  rather  ignoble  reason  for  not  "  annexing  che  whole  world,"  yet 
one  that  indicates  the  growth  of  salutary  misgivings  in  high  quarters 


He  had  been  associated  with  a  considerable  body  of  military  men 
and  assisted  by  many  men  in  public  life  who,  although  not  soldiers, 
might  well  be  called  Army  reformers.  They  had  acted  under  the 
greatest  War  Minister  we  had  ever  had  in  England,  Lord  Cardwell. 
It  was  owing  to  the  inspiration  of  that  great  Minister  and  the  hard 
work  of  the  men  to  whom  he  had  referred  that  great  reforms  of  a 
most  sweeping  nature  were  introduced  into  the  Army.  They  had 
kept  what  was  good  and  had  directed  the  energies  of  future  genera- 
tions of  soldiers  into  channels  which  had  yielded  good  results.  He 
went  so  far  as  to  say  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  reforms  then 
introduced  into  our  Army,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us  a 
year  ago  to  send  abroad,  7,000  miles  away  from  England,  the  great 
well-organised,  well-provided,  and  well-disciplined  army  which  had 
recently  been  fighting  the  battles  of  this  countiy  in  South  Africa.*' 

From  the  Times,  November  2nd,  1900. 
More  expert  testimony  to  the  value  of  a  Liberal  Ministry's  Army 


Lord  Wolseley. 


ShefELeld,  November  Ist,  1900. 
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POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


From  the  Scotsman  {London  Letter)^  November  llth,  1900 

A  committee  of  the  Radical  oiganisation  has  collected  placards 
and  leaflets  and  extracts  from  speeches  by  Grovemment  candidates, 
aiid  this  paper  is  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  all  members  of  the 
Opposition  for  use  in  the  House  of  Commons.  It  is  doubtful  if  the 
gift  will  be  acceptable.  It  will  stir  the  consciences  of  its  recipients. 
A  companion  volume  could  easily  be  collected  by  the  Unionist. 
What,  for  example,  is  to  be  said  of  this  allegation — that  the 
Grovemment  brought  on  the  general  election  in  October  in  order  to 
deprive  the  soldiers  serving  in  South  Africa  of  their  votes  ?  That 
statement  was  made  by  a  clergyman  at  a  Radical  meeting  near 
London,  and  it  was  treated  in  the  proper  way,  for  the  reverend 
Radical  was  refused  a  further  opportunity  of  speaking.  But  if  Sir 
Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  faces  the  Government  in  the  Dundee 
temper,  and  with  the  Dundee  vocabulary,  the  Unionists  will  feel 
that  they  have  no  need  of  further  illustration  of  the  rabid  intem- 
perance of  the  Radical  tongue.  It  is  easy  to  picture  the  encounter 
that  will  take  place  across  the  table  between  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  and  Mr.  Balfour  if  he  repeats  in  the  House  the  peculiarly 
high-toned  assertion  that  the  Government  deliberately  took  advan- 
tage of  the  patriotic  sentiment  of  the  country  for  the  sordid  and 
semsh  purpose  of  clutching  at  office." 

If  the  Unionists  cannot  rake  up  any  worse  ofience  of  Radical 
election  oratory  than  the  allegation  of  the  clergyman  alluded  to,  ther 
will  at  any  rate  not  be  able  to  rebut  the  Liberal  case  against  them 
with  a  very  eflTective  tu  qrwqvs.  As  for  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerm&n » 
charge,  the  Scotsman  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  its  truth  wa^ 
admitted  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire,  who,  speaking  at  Bradfwd, 
September  22nd,  acknowledged  that  the  election  was  hurried  on  to 
enable  the  Government  to  win  before  the  khaki  glamour  had  faded 
(see  The  Liberal  Magazine  for  November,  p.  543), 


Fr<m  the  St.  James'  Gktzette,  November  10/A,  1900. 

*'Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  went  to  Ireland  under  the  impression  he 
was  going  to  kill  Home  Rule  with  kindness.  Everybody  who  knew 
anything  of  Ireland  smiled  at  his  ideas  of  governing  the  Celt,  of 
whom  he  knew  no  more  than  the  man  in  the  moon.  The  result 
of  his  policy  is  that  he  leaves  Ireland  without  an  expression  of 
regret  6x>m  any  organ  of  opinion.  The  Daily  Express  observes  that 
he  *  has  conciliated  none  of  the  Separatist  electors,  but  has  alienated 
many  of  those  who  had  hitherto  been  the  staunchest  upholders  of 
the  Unionist  flag,'  and  our  Unionist  contemporary  expresses  the 
hope  that  *tbe  completeness  of  his  failure  m  Ireland  may  be  a 
warning  and  a  lesson  to  his  successor.'  Mr.  Grerald  Balfour  has 
certainly  left  a  difficult  task  to  Mr.  Wyndham." 

More  "  open  confessions  "  of  failure,  which  ought  to  be  good  for  the 
Tory  soul.  But  Liberals  predicted  how  it  would  be  before  even 
Mr.  Balfour  started  upon  his  task  of  trjdng  to  "  kill  Home  Rule  with 
kindness." 
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rotn  the  Pall  Mall  Gazette,  November  Mtk,  1900. 

*  *  We  should  have  thought  that  if  any  labourer  was  worthy  of  his 
hire,  that  labourer  was  the  Prime  Minister.  The  statement  that 
Lord  Salisbury  had  decided  to  take  the  salary  attached  to  the  Privy 
Seal  has  elicited,  however,  a  sniff  of  conscious  superiority  from  the 
HAdical  Press.  With  the  income  tax  at  a  shilling  in  the  pound,  tool 
Lord  Salisbury's  two  thousands  will  deduct  a  very  small  fraction  of  a 
farthing,  as  it  happens,  from  the  pocket  of  the  hapless  individual 
who  annually  fills  in  Schedule  D,  but  then  there  is  the  principle  of 
the  thing.  A  less  shabby  doctrine,  to  our  mind,  is  that  when  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal's  office  merely  implies  dignified  ease,  its  emolu- 
ments are  rightly  declined  ;  when  it  is  combined  with  the  onerous 
duties  of  Premiership  they  are  as  honourably  accepted.  Lord 
Rosebery,  whose  self-denial  is  paraded  in  contrast  to  Lord 
Salisbury's  acquisitiveness,  would  oe  the  first  to  repudiate  the 
vulgar  imputation.  As  to  the  argument  that  the  Cabinet  might 
have  been  differently  arranged,  it  is  true  so  far  as  it  goes.  Only 
Cabinets  do  do  not  happen  to  be  made  in  Radical  newspaper 


But  the  objection  to  Lord  Salisbury's  arrangement  is  not  that  he 
limself,  as  a  Ministerial  labourer,  is  unworthy  of  his  hire,  but  that  he 
\as  put  so  many  of  his  friends  and  relatic»ns  into  salaried  offices  there 
was  none  left  for  himself  without  reviving  a  salary  that  was  years 
igo  withdrawn  because  there  were  no  duties  attached. 


Pram  t?ie  Manchester  Courier,  November  Istj  1900. 

'*  So  far  as  the  public  estimate  goes.  Lord  Lansdowne  is  known 
as  the  somewhat  discredited  head  of  the  War  Office.  It  will  be 
asked,  if  he  has  failed,  as  he  is  alleged  to  have  failed,  in  the  civil 
administration  of  the  Army,  how  is  it  likely  that  he  will  be  able  to 
conduct  the  enormously  intricate  business  of  our  foreign  affiiirs  ? 

Armaments  depend  upon  policy.  Having  failed  at  armaments,  Lord 
Lansdowne  proceeds  to  try  his  hand  at  policy. 


Frain  the  Manchester  Oonrier  {London  Letter),  November  21th,  1000. 

There  is  a  strong  feeling  among  influential  men  on  both  sides 
of  the  House  that  the  fullest  inquiry  into  the  way  in  which  certain 
Government  contracts  have  been  given  out  is  necessary.  At  the 
earliest  favourable  moment  an  inquiry  will  be  demanded  by  members 
of  the  House  into  the  abuses  which  are  alleged  to  have  existed  in 
certain  departments.  It  is  not  possible  at  this  moment  to  disclose 
the  names  of  those  who  have  determined  to  have  the  question 
threshed  out.  The  matter  will  almost  certainly  be  brought  forward 
as  an  amendment  to  the  Address,  and  the  evidence  which  is  to  be 
adduced  is  of  such  a  nature  that  it  is  considered  pi'obable  the  case 
will  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  House  for  the  fullest  investi- 
gation. It  is  stated  that  the  inquiry  will  receive  almost  as  large  a 
support  on  the  Grovernment  as  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the  House. 

It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  the  disclosures  and  discussion  on  this 
subject  have,  after  all,  and  pace  Mr.  Powell  Williams  and  Mr.Wanklyn, 
had  some  influence  even  on  the  supporters  of  the  Government. 
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From  the  Westminster  Oasette,  October  Sth,  1900. 

*'Dr.  Rutherfoord  Harris  bids  fair  to  become  a  leading  caae  of 
what  we  may  call  the  *■  bi*ead-and-butter  *  politician.  In  his  addreas 
he  parades  his  qualifications  as  a  local  man,  and  in  his  speeches  he 
has  been  very  frank  in  explaining  what  these  qualifications  are. 
For  instance,  on  Friday  he  is  reported  to  have  referred  to  the 
*  large  amount  of  money  which  he  had  expended  since  his  residence 
at  llangibby,'  and  to  have  said  : 

'  He  would  tell  them  what  he  did  not  do,  and  he  appealed  to  the  trad€«- 
men  of  Newport  and  Uak.  He  did  not  import  things  from  London.  He 
went  to  local  tradesmen  and  asked  them  to  supply  him,  and  if  they  oould  nol 
supply  him  he  said,  "  Will  you  kindly  send  for  it  forme?  **  That  bad  been  fait 
invariable  rule  since  be  went  to  Llangibby,  and  he  intended  that  it  aboold 
be  for  the  rest  of  his  time  there.' 

Clearly  Khaki  is  not  to  be  the  only  issue  in  the  Monmouth 
Boroughs." 

It  was  not.    No  wonder  that  Dr.  Rutherfoord  Harris  got  returned 


From  the  Times,  November  Ist^  1900. 

It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  the  public  demand  for  strong 
administrators  of  national  defence  will  be  fully  satisfied  by  the 
appointments  that  have  been  made.  They  may,  in  fact,  be  expected 
to  call  forth  a  considerable  amount  of  criticism,  and  perhaps  even  of 
hypercriticism.  It  is,  however,  well  to  face  the  fact  that  the 
country  does  not  appear  to  possess  at  the  moment  administratore 
who  have  |^ven  proof  of  the  somewhat  uncommon  abilities  required 
in  ideal  chiefs  of  our  naval  and  military  organisation." 

As  the  Daily  Nevot  suggests,  for  "  the  country  "  in  this  lament  om 
the  disappointing  character  of  the  new  Ministry,  please  read  "tb 
Unionist  party." 


F%'om  the  Standard,  November  1st,  1900. 

Much  as  we  admire  his  (Lord  Lansdoxotie^s)  personal  efibrts, 
we  must  confess  that  his  promotion  to  the  Foreign  Office  would  be 
an  almost  inconceivable  blunder.  Lord  Lansdowne  has  neither  the 
character,  the  qualifications,  the  personal  weight,  nor  the  official 
experience  which  would  justify  his  selection  for  this  poet,  at  a 
time  when  the  dangers  of  the  Empire  have  not  passed  away,  and 
when  we  are  still  watched  with  angry  and  critical  eyes  in  more  than 
one  foreign  country.  The  only  plausible  excuse  for  the  appointment 
would  be  that  Lord  Lansdowne  is  merely  intended  to  relieve  Lord 
Salisbury  of  a  portion  of  his  duties,  and  that  the  management  of 
our  external  politics  will  remain  practically  under  the  Prime 
Minister's  >  close  personal  control.  If,  however,  Lord  Lansdowne 
is  to  be  Foreign  Secretary  in  fact  as  well  as  in  name,  then  we  shall 
be  very  much  surprised  if  his  appointment  does  not  give  rise  to 
strong  demonstrations  of  public  (usapproval." 

It  has. 
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Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Report  on  Changes  in  Rates  of  Wages 
Wages  and        and  Hours  of  Labour  in  1899.    [Cd— 309.] 
Hours  of  Labour.  Price  Is.  6d. 

This  is  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the 
Xiabour  Department  on  this  subject. 

(1)  Wages. 

In  an  introductory  note,  dated  September,  1900,  Mr.  H.  Llewellyn 
Smith  says : — ''The  number  of  workpeople  whose  wages  were  reported 
to  have  been  changed  during  the  year  surpassed  even  the  high  total  of 
1898,  amounting  to  no  less  than  1,175,576  individuals.  This  total  is 
exclusive  of  agricultural  labourers,  seamen,  and  railway  servants,  with 
regard  to  whom  the  number  cannot  be  precisely  stated,  though  the 
statistics  given  in  the  Report  show  that  these  classes  of  workpeople 
shared  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  in  the  general  advance  of  the  year. 
The  net  result  of  the  changes  of  wages  of  all  classes  of  workpeople  in 
1899  was  an  aggregate  rise  of  wages  of  no  less  than  £115,000  per 
week,  compared  with  X95,000  in  1898,  and  X45,000  in  1897.  It  will 
thus  be  seen  that  the  rate  of  increase  in  1898  was  more  than  main- 
tained in  1899.  Great,  however,  as  was  the  rise  of  wages  in  1899,  it 
has  been  considerably  exceeded  in  the  eight  months  of  1900  which 
have  already  elapsed.  The  changes  recorded  during  this  period  have 
affected  nearly  a  million  individuals,  and  have  resulted  in  a  net 
increase  of  more  than  £150,000  a  week,  by  far  the  greatest  rise  yet 
recorded  in  any  similar  period." 

The  principal  rises,  as  in  1898,  have  been  in  miners'  wages,  and  the 
next  most  important  changes  have  been  in  the  iron  and  steel  trades 
The  rise  of  coal  miners'  wages  during  1900  has  been  still  more  striking 
than  in  1899,  the  total  rise  in  the  first  eight  months  of  the  present 
year  being  more  than  twice  as  great  as  in  the  whole  of  the  previous 
year.  This  "  abnormal  rise  "  is  attributed  to  the  rapid  rise  in  the  price 
of  coal,  the  effects  of  which  on  wages  are  only  taking  place  this  year. 

"  Generally  speaking,"  Mr.  Llewellyn  Smith  proceeds  to  observe, 
''it  may  be  said  that  changes  in  prices  and  employment  precede 
changes  in  wages,  and  while  the  statistics  for  the  present  year  appear 
to  show  some  diminution  in  the  activity  of  employment,  there  is  as  yet 
little  sign  of  any  check  to  the  upward  movement  of  wages,  except 
perhaps  in  the  Scottish  building  trades. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  find  that  where  the  number  of  persons  who 
had  their  wages  raised  in  1899  was  greater  than  that  returned  in  any 
previous  year,  the  number  in  whose  case  the  changes  of  wages  followed 
strikes  was  the  smallest  on  record,  viz.,  only  34,273,  or  3  per  cent,  of 
the  whole.  Even  this  proportion  would  have  been  lower  but  for  the 
prevalence  of  strikes  for  higher  wages  in  the  building  trades.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  of  the  total  rise  of  wages  which  has  taken  place  since 
the  beginning  of  the  revival  of  trade,  less  than  5  per  cent,  has  been  in 
any  way  connected  with  strikes." 
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In  1899,  excluding  agricultural  labourers,  seamen,  and  railwij 
servants,  the  number  of  persons  whose  wages  were  changed  represeni 
14*9  of  the  industrial  population ;  in  1898  the  proportion  was  12-9  per 
cent. ;  in  1897,  7*6  per  cent. ;  in  1896,  7-7  per  cent. ;  in  1895,  5  6  per 
cent. ;  in  1894,  8*5  per  cent.,  and  in  1893,  7  per  cent.  Ninety-four  per 
cent,  of  the  coal  miners  had  their  wages  raised,  the  largest  proportioa 
of  any  trade.  The  following  table  shows,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained, 
the  number  who  participated  in  advances  of  wages  in  the  principal 
trades  during  the  year  and  the  average  weekly  advance  : — 


Group  of  Tmles. 


Namber  of 
Workpeople 
affected. 


Avengpe  adraoee 

per  week  is 
wai^of  those 
affected. 


Mining  and  Quarrying 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Building  Trades   

Textile  Trades  

Clothing  Trades   

Miscellaneous  Trades 
Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Total*  ... 


666,588 
156,621 
66,242 
232,654 
3,204 
30,743 
19,524 

1,175  576 


8.  d. 
1 
2 
2 
0 
1 
1 
1 


0 
6 


1  6i 


Of  1,175,576  more  people  whose  wages  were  changed,  618,273,  or  rather 
more  than  half,  had  their  wages  arranged  by  direct  negotiation  between 
the  parties,  and  379,285,  or  about  one-third,  by  various  forms  of  coo- 
ciliation  and  arbitration;  1,152  workpeople  only  had  their  wages 
reduced. 

(2)  Hours  of  Labour. 

The  number  who  had  reduction  of  hours  in  1899  was  small,  bdn^ 
only  35,949,  against  81,917  in  1898.  The  following  table  shows  the 
classification  of  these  : — 


Trades. 

Numlier  of 
Workpeople 
affected. 

Net  redaction 
in  hours  of  labour 
for  a  full  week. 

Arerane 

redaction  In  ucm% 
perw«ek. 

Building  Trades   

Metal,  Engineering,  and  1 

Shipbuilding  Trades  / 
Mining  and  Quarrying 

Clothing  Trades   

Printing,  etc..  Trades 
MiBcellaneous  Trad  es 
Employees  of  Public  \ 

Authorities       ...  J 

10,063 

7,270 

3,778 
2,563 
3,046 
3,548 

5,681 

9,350 
32,043 

12,762 
5,930 
6,405 

12,271 

48,381 

0-93 

4*41 

3-38 
2  31 
210 
3-46 
8*52 

Total   

35,949 

127,142 

354 

*  Exclusive  of  Agricultural  Labourers.  Seamen,  and  Railway  Servants. 
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>316y  in  addition  to  those  previously  enjoying  it,  secured  an  eight 
ours  day  in  1899,  of  whom  2,297  were  employed  by  private  employers 
ad  1,619  were  employees  of  public  authorities. 


T3,_  Report  of  the  Board  of  Education,  1899- 

^o^^r^r4^^).''^'J^}-\   [C-328.]   Price  6d 

This  18  the  first  annual  Report  of  the  Board 
C  Education,  and  contains  the  statistics  formerly  given  in  the  Reports 
f  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Eklucation  and  the  Science  and  Art 
>epartment.  In  pursuance  of  the  Board  of  Education  Act,  1899,  the 
^ucation  Department  and  Science  and  Art  Department  were  replaced 
»y  the  Board  of  Education  as  from  Ist  April,  1900.  The  last  report  of 
be  Education  Department  was  dated  23rd  October,  1 899,  and  the  last 
ileport  of  the  Science  and  Art  Department,  12th  July,  1899.  This 
eport  is  in  continuation  of  those  two.  A  considerable  part  of  it  relates 
o  the  transfer  of  powers,  the  new  organisation  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
don,  and  operation  of  the  new  Code  for  1900.  The  Board  is  authorised 
x>  inspect  any  Secondary  schools  desiring  to  be  inspected,  but  so  far 
3ut  few  applications  have  been  received  for  such  inspection.  Under  a 
minute  of  6th  April,  1900,  the  Board  now  recognises  a  new  class  of 
elementary  schools,  termed  "Higher  Elementary  Schools,"  giving 
F^lemontary  instruction  of  a  more  advanced  kind  than  has  hitherto 
been  possible  under  the  Code. 

With  reference  to  the  new  Aid  Grant  for  Voluntary  schools,  the 
report  states  that  the  figures  show  that  it  has  been  applied,  firstly,  to 
enable  Voluntary  schools,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  unable  to 
remain  solvent,  to  continue  in  a  state  of  efficiency ;  and,  secondly,  to 
specific  improvements  in  the  schools.  The  maintenance  of  voluntary 
subscriptions  is  pre-eminently  a  matter  in  which  the  co-operation  of  the 
governing  bodies  was  required. 

We  extract  the  following  statistics  from  the  summary  tables. 

(1)  Secondary  Education. 
The  first  part  of  the  Report  is  devoted  to  Secondary  Education. 
In  the  science  division  the  figures  show  that  in  1899  2,056  schools, 
12,586  classes,  and  174,670  students  were  under  instruction  in 
schools  eligible  for  grants,  against  2,023,  11,723,  and  158,370  respec- 
tively in  1898.  The  results  of  the  annual  examinations  in  science  were 
as  follows  : — 

First  cla8fl«s  in 

Studente  Papers  Papers  elementary  and 

examined.  worked.  passed.  advance  stages. 

1898  103,997      ...      150,401      ...     94,475     ...  39,800 

1899  104,500     ...     156,616     ...     98,549     ...  41,319 

For  the  year  1 899  the  grants  to  science  schools  in  England,  Wales, 
and  Ireland,  exclusive  of  those  made  to  training  colleges,  amounted  to 
£195,245  15s.  9d.    In  1898  they  were  £169,604  3s.  3d. 

In  the  Art  Division  the  number  of  Art  Schools  and  Classes  examined 
in  1899  was  1,745,  against  1,700  in  1898.    The  number  of  students 
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under  instruction  was  130,126  in  1899,  and  120,771  in  1898.  The 
number  of  students  who  sat  for  examination  was  76,494,  as  compared 
with  81,809  in  1898,  in  which  year  the  number  in  respect  of  Scotland 
is  included.  Of  the  exercises  worked,  66  per  cent,  in  the  elementary 
stage,  72*24  per  cent,  in  the  advanced,  and  39*38  per  cent  in  the 
Honours  division  were  successful.  The  proportions  in  1898  were, 
respectively,  63  47,  70*31,  and  41*30  per  cent.  The  payments  on  resolu 
and  attendances  in  Art  Schools  and  Classes  in  England,  Wales,  and 
Ireland  amounted  to  £77,794  10s.  6d.  in  1899,  as  against  £72,12:^ 
in  1898. 

In  Technical  Education  in  England  and  Wales  the  total  amoont 
expended  thereon  in  1897-98  was  J^54,455  19s.  Id.,  and  the  estimatfd 
total  expenditure  in  1898-99  £870,087  19s.  8d.  Of  the  49  Countr 
Councils  in  England  (excepting  the  County  of  Monmouth)  40  an* 
applying  the  whole  of  the  residue  under  the  Local  Taxation  Act,  189^, 
to  Technical  Education,  and  9  a  part  of  it.  Of  the  Councils  of  the  61 
County  Boroughs,  56  are  applying  the  whole  of  the  residue,  and  5  » 
part,  to  Technical  Education.  One  County  Council  and  the  Councils  of 
20  County  Boroughs,  78  Boroughs,  and  168  Urban  Districts  are 
making  grants  out  of  the  rates  under  the  Technical  Instruction  Acts. 
In  Wales  and  Monmouth  the  Councils  of  the  13  Counties  and  ^ 
County  Boroughs  are  devoting  the  whole  of  the  residue  to  Intennediak 
and  Technical  Education,  and  the  Councils  of  12  Counties  and  Coonty 
Boroughs,  13  Boroughs  and  Urban  Districts  are  making  grants  out  of 
the  rates  under  the  Technical  Instruction  Acts. 

(2)  Elementary  Education. 

There  are  17,248  free  public  elementary  schools  in  England  and 
Wales,  and  only  91  which  refuse  the  Fee  Grant 

1897.  1898.  1899. 

Fee  Paying  Scholars   735,142  706,251  670,28f 

Free  Scholars   4,771,897  4,870,615  4,983,SU' 

Free  Schools   16,912  17,908  17^'^? 

Annual  Grants  to  Elementary 

Day  Schools    £4,339,739  £4,554,932  £4,835,055 

Fee  Grants    2,226,522  2,265,319  2,302,573 

Scholars  in  Evening  Continua- 
tion Schools    358,628  435,600  474,563 

Annual   Grants  to  Evening 

Continuation  Schools   ...  £162,158  £188,763  £184,:Vi 

The  cost  of  "  maintenance "  shows  a  tendency  to  rise,  both  a 
Voluntary  and  in  Board  schools.  Twenty  years  ago  (1879)  it  stood 
£1  14s.  6d.  per  child  in  Voluntary  schools  and  £2  2s.  OJd.  per  child  ifl 
Board  schools.  Last  year  (1899)  it  had  risen  in  Voluntary  schools  » 
£2  5s.  l^d.  and  in  Board  schools  to  £2  15s.  7d.,  an  increase  on  the 
amount  recorded  for  the  previous  year  (1898)  of  2s.  8id.  and  Is.  9|<L 
respectively. 
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In  the  year  ending  31st  August,  1899,  there  were  referred  for 
inspection  under  the  Code  20,064  day  schools  in  England  and  Wales, 
cont&ining  31,173  departments  under  separate  head  teachers,  and 
farnishing  accommodation  for  6,417,514  scholars.  There  were  on  the 
registers  of  these  schools  the  names  of  5,654,092  children.  Of  these 
4,636,938  were,  on  an  average,  in  attendance  at  each  meeting  through- 
out the  year.  The  increase  of  the  population  during  the  year  is 
estimated  at  1*10  per  cent.,  but  the  accommodation  has  increased  by 
1 00*648  school  places  (or  1*59  per  cent.) ;  the  scholars  on  the  registers 
by  77,226  (1-38  per  cent.);  the  average  attendance  by  82,773  (1  81 
per  cent). 

The  voluntary  contributions  for  maintenance "  have  been 
X772,489  against  £757,821  last  year,  and  the  contributions  from 
rates  to  the  maintenance  of  Board  schools,  £2,581,533  against 
£2,384,616. 

The  annual  Government  grants  (exclusive  of  the  fee  and  voluntary 
aid  grants)  paid  to  elementary  Day  Schools  rose  in  the  year  from 
£4,554,932  to  £4,835,055,  and  from  £1  to  £1  Os.  lOJd.  per  scholar  in 
actual  average  attendance. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cost  of  maintenance  in  Board  and 
Voluntary  schools  respectively  and  the  sources  whence  the  expenditure 
was  defrayed : — 

England  and  Wale..  Vo^,"^£>^ 
£  8.    d.  £    8.  d. 

Cost  per  child  in  average 

attendance    2157  25  1^ 

These  charges  were  met  thus : 

By  the  Ratepayers       ...  1    3    9 J  By  Subscribers    0  6 

By  the  Children   0    0    5  0  1 

By  Endowment   0    0    OJ  0  1 

By  other  local  sources  ...  0    0    5  0    0  4| 

By  Government  Grants...  1  10  llj  1  15  \\ 

Total    2  15    7  2    4  6* 


Agricultural   Returns  for  Great  Britain, 
Agricultural      showing  the  acreage  and  produce  of  crops, 
Returns.  prices  of  corn,  and  numbers  of  live  stock,  with 

agricultural  statistics  for  the  United  King- 
dom, British  possessions,  and  Foreign  countries,  1899.  [Cd — 166.] 
Price  Is.  4d. 

Cereal  and  Other  Crops. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acreage  under  the  principal  groups  of 
crops  in  the  United  Kingdom,  in  each  of  the  last  three  years  : — 

•  ThiB  discrepancy  i»  explftinert  by  the  grants  In  the  one  case  Iwhig  on  the  average 
attondance  of  the  previous  year,  whereas  the  cost  is  calculated  on  the  actual  avereK®  of  toe 
existing  year. 
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United  KInKdom. 

1897. 

1898. 

1898. 

Area  under  all  Crops  and  Grass  ... 

Acres, 
47,868,553 

Acres. 
47,792,474 

Acres 
47,795,270 

Permanent  Pasture  

Arable  Land  

27,924,710 
19,943,843 

27,978,699 
19,813,775 

28,100,672 
19,694,598 

Com  Crops  

Green  Crops  ... 

Clover,  etc.,  under  Rotation 

Flax  

Hops  

Small  Fruit  

Bare  Fallow  

8,890,092 
4,327,568 
6,152,798 
46,995 
50,863 
70,245 
405,282 

8,816,756 
4,261,441 
6,211,012 
35,391 
49,735 
70.238 
369,202 

8,803,599 
4,274,0I>3 
6,105,832 
35,4© 
51,843 
71,963 
351,8% 

In  Great  Britain  the  returns  show  that  the  total  surface  under 
crops  and  grass  last  year  was  28,000  aci'es  less  than  the  average  of  the  ' 
three  years  1897-99.    Of  the  total  of  32,457,000  acres  under  crops 
and  grass,  28,039,000  acres  were  in  1899  farmed  by  tenants,  and 
4,418,000  acres  were  in  the  occupation  of  their  owners.    This  shows  ■ 
a  slight  increase  in  the  former  and  a  slight  decrease  in  the  latter  | 
category. 

The  predominant  feature  of  1898  was  the  increase  of  213,000  acres 
under  wheat,  extending  the  wheat  area  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  fiisi 
time  since  1892,  to  over  two  million  acres.  In  1899,  notwithstanding 
that  half  of  this  advance  has  been  lost,  the  reduction  of  101,255  acres 
leaves  the  total  wheat  acreage  2,000,981  acres.  The  reduction  wss 
generally  distributed  throughout  Great  Britain,  but  Essex  was  the 
most  noteworthy  exception,  and  there  the  wheat  acreage  is  reported  to  { 
have  increased  on  the  year  by  1,383  acres.  About  three-fourths  of  the  i 
land  withdrawn  from  wheat  appears  to  have  been  added  to  the  acreage 
under  barley,  which  shows  an  increase  of  over  78,000  acres,  or  rather 
more  than  4  per  cent. 

The  total  production  of  wheat  in  Great  Britain  in  1899  was  le^ 
by  nearly  a  million  quarters  than  in  1898,  the  estimated  aggregate 
being  8,191,000  quarters.     This,  however,  was  still  considerably  more 
than  was  recorded  in  any  one  year  since  1891,  with  the  exception  of  , 
1898.    The  average  produce  of  wheat  in  1899  was  32*75  bushels  per  | 
«cre,  or  nearly  three  bushels  over  the  decennial  mean,  but  two  bushels 
below  the  yield  of  the  preceding  season,  and  nearly  one  bushel  below  ! 
that  of  1896.    With  the  exception  of  these  two  years  the  lieaviest 
wheat  crop  recorded  since  the  official  estimates  have  been  collected  wis  ; 
reaped  in  1899. 

The  following  shows  the  produce  of  the  principal  crops  in  thr« 
years  in  the  whole  United  Kingdom : — 
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CroiKi. 

1897. 

1896. 

1899. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

►ats  

Parley  ...   

^heat   

20,446.000 
9,077,000 
7,037,000 

21,672,000 
9,341,000 
9,361.000 

20,767,000 
9,317,000 
8,408,000 

Totw. 

Tans. 

Tons. 

Potatoes   

^arnipe     

^anj^old   

^ay  (all  sorts;   

4,107,000 
29,786,000 

7,379,000 
14,043,000 

6,226,000 
26,499,000 

7,228.000 
16,916,000 

6,837,000 
20,370,000 

7,604,000 
12,898,000 

Live  Stock. 

The  returns  of  live  stock  in  1899  were  on  the  whole  satisfactory, 
cattle,  sheep,  and  pigs  all  showing  a  distinct  increase,  while  in  the  case 
of  horses  there  was  practically  no  change,  the  total  being  only  530 
below  that  of  the  preceding  year.  The  number  of  cattle  in  Great 
Britain  showed  an  increase  of  173,000  or  2  C  per  cent.,  but  Scotland 
itself  showed  a  decrease.  The  net  increase  in  sheep  in  Great  Britain 
was  496,000  or  1*9  per  cent.,  and  pigs  increased  by  7  per  cent.,  the 
total  of  this  stock  being  considerably  larger  than  in  two  preceding 
years,  but  not  so  large  as  in  1895  1896. 

Agricultural  Prices. 
The  following  table  shows  the  prices  of  the  three  chief  cereals  in 
the  last  four  years  (per  Imperial  quarter). 


Wheat. 
8.  d. 


Barlej. 


Oats. 
8.  d. 


1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 


26 
30 
34 
25 


22 
23 
27 
25 


11 
6 
2 
7 


14 
16 
18 
17 


9 
11 

5 
0 


The  prices  of  cattle  and  dead  meat  show  a  considerable  rise  over 
1898,  but  were  generally  lower  than  in  1897  ;  the  general  average  price 
per  cwt.  of  cattle  of  prime  quality  in  the  London  Cattle  Market  being 
as  follows : — 

1896  :  378. ;  1897  :  38s.  lOd.  ;  1898  :  36s.  6d. ;  "1899  :  38s. 

Agricultural  Imports. 
The  imported  cattle,  503,500  head,  were  less  than  in  any  year  since 
1895.  Sheep  imported  were  608,000  head,  or  nearly  9  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1898.  The  reduction  in  imports  of  live  animals  was  more  than 
made  up  in  the  growth  of  dead  meat  imports.  The  aggregate  weight 
of  fresh  beef  and  mutton  imports  increased  from  320,000  tons  in 
1898  to  362,000  in  1899.  Preserved  and  salted  meat  (pork,  bacon,  hams, 
etc.),  imports  amounted  to  502,000  tons,  biinging  the  latest  aggregate 
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of  imported  dead  meat  to  864,000  tons,  a  figure  which  represents  more 
than  four  and  a  half  times  the  extent  of  our  live  imports  at  the 
present  time. 

In  butter  imported  there  was  an  increase  of  5^  per  cent.  ;  in  eggs 
of  no  less  than  12  per  cent.,  and  the  aggregate  value  of  this  import  for 
the  first  time,  in  1899,  exceeded  £5,000,000. 

The  imports  of  grain  and  corn  cost  the  United  Kingdom  £5  000,000 
less  in  1899  than  in  1898,  or  £58,000,000  against  £65,000,000,  bot 
the  saving  was  wholly  due  to  the  lower  price  at  which  wheat  wg.> 
purchased.  The  wheat  and  wheat  flour  imported  last  year,  together 
representing  an  equivalent  of  4,925,000  tons  of  grain,  were  valued  at 
£32,980,000,  while  the  4,720,000  tons  imported  in  1898  were  valued  at 
£37,690,000.  Of  the  other  cereals,  the  imports  of  barley  were 
materially  less  than  on  the  average  of  recent  years,  and  those  of  maize, 
and,  it  may  be  added,  maize  meal,  were  considerably  greater. 


Sixth  Annual  Abstract  of  Labour  Statistics 
Labour  Statistics,  of  the  United  Kingdom,  1898-99.    [Cd.— 1191 
Price  Hid. 

This  Abstract  is  a  summary  of  the  various  reports  made  to  th« 
Labour  Department  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  Some  of  them  have  been 
summarised  in  the  Liberal  Magazine  from  the  separate  returns,  bat 
we  give  a  few  of  the  general  summaries  of  the  more  important  figures 
relating  to  the  condition  of  labour,  which  have  not  been  dealt  with 
elsewhere. 

state  op  employment. 


Percentage  of  Members  of  Trade 
Unions  returned  as  unemployed  : 
All  Trades  for  which  returns 

were  received   

Building  Trades   

Metal,  Engineering  and  Ship- 
building Trades   

Printing  and  Bookbinding 

Trades   

Average  number  of  days  worked 
per  week : 

By  Coal  Mines   

By  Iron  Mines   

Percentage  of  Women  and  Girls 
employed  at  Mills  working  full 
time : 

Cotton  Spinning   

Cotton  Weaving   

Woollen  and  Worsted  Trades 
London  Docks   and  Principal 
Wharves — Mean  daily  num- 
ber of  labourers  employed  ... 


1898. 

30 
1-3 

40 

3-7 


5-25 
5-75 


89-3 
74  0 
68-8 


14,744 


1897. 

3-  5 
1-6 

4-  8 
3-9 


513 
5-76 


67-3 


15,333 
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Solved  in  Disputes  M^ni: 

1899. 

42-8 
261 
27-8 

1898. 

6010 
22-66 
1718 

1897. 

40-7 
24-2 
34  0 

INDUSTRIAL  ACCIDENTS. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Number  of  deaths  reported 

4,576 

3,810 

4,262 

PRICES. 

1899. 

1898. 

1897. 

Coal    1  Northumborland  (at 

(per  ton)  /    pit's  mouth)  

Fig  Iron— Cleveland  (per  ton)  ... 
Manufactured  \  North  of  England 

Iron  (per  ton)  J  Midlands  

Wheat  (per  Imperial  quarter) 

(f. 

7  0*69 
63  0-4 
124  6-6 
143  0-6 
25  8 

(2. 

'   6  1-4 
40  10-6 
105  1-3 
122  1-5 
34  0 

s.  d, 

5  2-9 
40  0-6 

101  11-6 

102  7  -4 

30  2 

PRODUCTION,  t 

1898. 

1897. 

1896. 

Ironstone  and  Iron  Ore    ...  tons 

Pig  Iron   

Principal  Corn  Crops  bushds 
fMerchant  Vessels  \  . 
Ships      and  Foreign  War  \  ^^^f 
built  and-   Ships               J  '"^^ 

14,176.938 
8.609,719 
334,319,110 

1  870,608 
1  141,395 

13,787,878 
8.796.465 
304,305.542 

644  697 
67,555 

13,700,764 
8,659,681 
310,400,917 

736,814 
118,092 

*  Other  itatistlcs  under  this  head  are  given  in  sammary  of  the  Strikes  and  Lock-outs  Report, 
t  Cool  production  is  given  in  the  Mines  and  Quarries  Report. 
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o  00  ^ Number  of  Trade  Unions  ... 
g  o  <  Membership  of  above  Unions 
Eh  ^5  ( Funds  of  100  principal  Unions 
^  ^Number  making  returns  ... 

I Membership    of  Societies 
making  returns  
Sales  of  Societies  making 
_     ,  returns   

gu*|   Mean  Dividend  on  Purchases 
V      at  Retail  Distributive 

Societies  

Value  of  Productions  of 
Societies  making  returns 
Friendly  Societies/ Membership 
(14  of  the  largest)  \  Funds 


002 


1898. 

1897. 

1,267 
1,644.591 
£2,894,799 
1,767 

1,307 
1,611,384 
2,269,015 

1,708 

1,593,279 

1,511,152 

£63,399,842 

£59,660,828 

2«.  7id. 

2s.  7id. 

£10,200,598 
2,303,103 
£19,228,079 

£9,231,361 
2,257.877 
£18,447,819 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


Number  of  British  and  Irish  Emi- 
grants to  places  out  of  Europe... 

Number  of  British  and  Irish 
Immigrants  from  places  out  of 
Europe   

Paupers  relieved  in^v 

United  Kingdom  Number 
(mean  of  day  in  -Per  10,000  of 
summer  and  win-  population 
ter)  J 

^Deposits  in  Savings  Banks  (Post 
Office  and  Trustee)   


1898. 
140,644 

91,248 
1,041,498 
259 

£53,647,926 


1897. 
146,460 

95,221 
999,722 
251 

£51,603,406 


PROFIT  SHARING. 

Number  of  Businesses  in  which  Profit  Sharing  Schemes  were 

known  to  exist  at  June  30th,  1899    ^'"^ 

Number  of  persons  employed  in  above  businesses    ...       ...  51,b2V 

Mean  Bonus  paid  on  wages  5  5  per  cent,  on  wages  on  above. 

Average  Bonus  (taking  into  account  the  number  of  partici- 
pants)   ll-O 


*  These  are  the  ainounta  deposited  during  each  year,  not  the  total  balance  to  credit 
dopoeitore,  which,  at  the  end  of  1898.  was  £173,139,471. 
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Answers  to  Correspondents. 


Liberal  v.  CoxsERVATiyE. 
F.L*.,  Leeds. — You  could  not  have  a  better  statement  of  present 
diflRerences  between  the  two  parties  than  that  given  by  one  of  your 
local  members,  Mr.  George  Whiteley,  who  only  recently  left  the 
Tory  party,  so  ought  to  know  all  about  both.  Speaking  in  the 
Pudsey  Division,  on  November  26th,  Mr.  Whiteley  said  : — 

**Now,  the  country  was  face  to  face  with  a  very  critical  State  of 
affiurs.  Trade  was  becoming  slack,  necessaries  dearer,  taxation  would 
have  to  be  increased,  and  they  did  not  know  when  the  end  of  the  war 
would  be  or  what  it  would  cost.  The  Government  had  no  legislative 
programme.  They  could  not  live  by  war  alone.  Even  the  most  ardent 
Jingo  or  aggressive  Imperialist  would  not  argue  for  a  moment  that  war 
could  be  a  continuous  feast.  He  did  not  believe  that  after  the  war 
they  need  expect  any  legislation  from  the  present  Gk)vemment.  The 
cupboard  was  bare.  Had  the  country  returned  the  Liberals  they  would 
haye  had  real  land  reform,  taxation  of  ground  values,  reform  of  the 
licensing  system,  an  old-age  pension  scheme,  a  reform  of  our  educational 
system,  an  alteration  with  regard  to  the  Established  Church,  and  a 
variety  of  popular  and  democratic  measures,  all  of  which  would  have 
done  something  for  the  people.  But  from  the  Tory  party  they  would 
receive  absolutely  nothing.  It  would  be  as  it  always  had  been — and 
that  was  the  reason  he  had  left  it — the  party  of  the  rich  and  not  of  the 
poor ;  the  party  of  those  who  had,  and  not  of  those  who  had  not ;  the 
party  of  class  interest  and  privilege." 

The  Cost  of  the  War. 
^.  V. — An  official  table  just  issued  by  the  War  Office  give^  the  total 
British  casualties  in  the  war  in  South  Africa  up  to  Nov.  30th, 
at  49,728.  This  huge  total,  it  should  be  stated,  includes  37,099 
officers  and  men  sent  home  as  invalids,  the  majority  of  whom 
have  since  recovered  and  returned  to  duty  The  actual  reduction 
of  the  military  forces  through  the  war  is  14,178,  viz  : — 


[)eaths  in  South  Africa   

Hissing  and  prisoners  

[nvalicb  sent  home  who  have  died   

[nvalids  sent  home  who  have  left  the  Service  as  imfit 


Of  the  total  deaths  of  11,614,  no  fewer  than  6,729  were  due  to 
disease.  The  deaths  in  action  were  3,336,  and  the  deaths  from 
wounds  1,045.  Four  officers  and  176  men  were  accidentally 
killed.  The  number  wounded  in  action  was  1,157  officers  and 
13,886  men 


Officers. 

N.C.O.'b 
and  Men. 

575 

10,804 

14 

1,236 

4 

231 

1,314 

593 

13,585 

1M78 
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The  Magazines  for  December. 


The  Nineteexth  Century  contains  an  important  article  by  the  Right 
Hon.  H.  Plunkett  on  Balfourian  Amelioration  in  Irelandy  intended 
as  a  vindication  of  the  policy  for  which  the  Orange  and  landloni 
party  threw  Mr.  Plunkett  out  of  his  seat.  Judge  Elmden,  writing 
on  The  Defective  Addition  to  Company  Law,  criticises  adversrfy 
the  new  Companies  Act.  Sir  John  Macdonell,  C.B.,  deals  witL 
Thfi  Usages  of  War  in  South  Africa.  In  Are  we  really  a  Natiffh  of 
Amatenrs  ?  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  M.P.,  replies  to  Mr.  G.  C. 
Brodrick's  recent  article.  Mr.  H.  Birchenough  writes  on  Lprti 
Rosebery  on  the  Dangers  to  British  Trade,  and  among  the  citer 
articles  are  A  Visit  to  the  Boer  Prisoners  at  St.  Helena,  by  Mr^ 
J.  R.  Green,  The  Strategetical  Value  of  the  Channel  Island*^  by 
W.  Laird  Clowes,  and  Sir  Wemyss  Reid*s  The  New9papers. 

The  Contemporary  Review  is  not  very  strong  in  political  articles  x\iv> 
month.  Mr.  John  Ross  writes  on  Chinese  Foreign  Policy,  and  ^  A 
Russian  Publicist "  deals  with  Russian  Foreign  Policy,  The  Soci^t^ 
Future  of  England  by  Mr.  William  Clarke  is  a  rather  pessimistK^ 
forecast  of  the  future  of  English  Democracy  and  Industrialism. 

The  Fortnightly  Review  opens  with  a  trenchant  criticism  of  the  new 
Ministry,  headed  A  Cabinet  of  Commonplace,  by  "  Calchas."  As. 
one  of  Lord  Derby's  Ministries  was  known  as  the  "  Who  ?  W1k» 
Ministry,"  the  writer  thinks  Lord  Salisbury's  present  Cabinet 
should  be  called  the  "  Why  1  Why  ?  Mmistry,"  it  is  so  difficult  to 
understand  why  its  various  members  were  selected.  An  artici^ 
on  the  Future  of  the  Liberal  Party,  by  a  "Liberal  Withoa: 
Adjectives,"  points  out  that,  notwithstanding  its  "bombardment 
of  reckless  vituperation,"  the  "  Khaki,  plus  disfranchisement, 
election  has  left  the  Liberal  party  substantially  intact  u. 
numbers  and  fighting  power."  In  Lord  Boseberffs  Chawr, 
Mr.  J.  A.  R.  Marriott  urges  the  "  reconstruction "  of  his  party 
upon  Lord  Rosebery.  The  Housing  Question  and  the  L.C.C-,  by 
C.  S.  Jones,  is  an  indictment  of  the  conduct  of  the  London  County 
Council  on  this  question.  Captain  F.  W.  Gambier  puts  in  A  Pt^ 
for  Peace — An  Anglo- Russian  Alliance,  and  Mr.  Edward  Salmoo 
treats  of  Imperial  Federation :  the  Condition  of  Progress.  In 
The  Cyclist  Soldier  Mr.  H  G.  Wells  humorously  exposes  the 
absurdities  of  the  War  Office  manual  of  "  Cyclist  DrilL" 

The  Monthly  Review  (Mr.  Murray's  new  magazine)  opens  with  an 
article  by  the  Editor,  Mr.  Henry  Newbolt,  on  A  Possible  Party. 
urging  a  "  sober  khaki  "  policy  among  Liberals.  The  Editor  aL*» 
writes  on  Science  in  Politics  and  England  and  Germany.  Lw^t 
Rosebery  contributes  an  interesting  series  of  Letters  BeloHng 
the  Love  Episode  of  William  Pitt,  with  some  introductory  renuut^ 
Mr.  H.  M.  Grey  writes  on  A  Coming  North  African  Problem  (the 
Morocco  question),  and  Mr.  W.  Laird  Clowes  makes  suggestion*' 
for  An  Imperial  Flag. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


With  this  issue  the  eighth  volume  of  the  Liberal  Magazine  is 
concluded — the  ninth  volume  beginning  with  the  next  (February) 
number.  We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  circulation  of 
the  Magazine  is  now  considerably  higher  than  it  has  ever  been.  As 
this  is  a  very  favourable  time  for  new  subscribers,  we  trust  that  our 
readers  will  help  in  this  matter  by  recommending  the  Magazine 
to  their  friends  and  fellow-workers.  A  prospectus  and  subscription 
form  for  that  purpose  is  sent  herewith.  We  would  call  the  attention 
of  those  whose  subscriptions  now  fall  due  to  the  **  Important  Notice  " 
which  will  be  found  attached  to  the  cover  of  this  issue. 

We  draw  particular  attention  to  the  reference  pages  which  are 
printed  with  the  present  number ;  we  are  glad  to  know  that  those  of 
previous  years  have  been  much  appreciated. 

The  bound  eighth  volume  of  the  Magazine — forming  a  very 
complete  Liberal  Handbook  and  Record  for  1900— will  be  ready 
about  January  18th;  price  5s.,  post  free  5s.  6d.  Covers  for  binding 
the  loose  copies  cost  Is.,  post  free,  from  the  Liberal  Publication 
Department,  42,  Parliament  street,  London,  S.W. 

The  seventh  yearly  issue  of  the  Publications  of  the  Liberal  Publica- 
tion Department — Pamphlets  atid  Leaflets  for  1900 — is  now  ready. 
The  volume  contains  500  pages :  the  price  is  2s.  6d.,  post  free  2s.  9d. 
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(1)  Mr.  Bitchie  on  the  London  County  Council. 

*'  The  Council  had  outlived  the  burden  of  blame  and  criticism  to  which 
it  had  been  subjected  and  for  his  part  he  did  not  think  the  CrOTenunent 
ought  unduly  to  interfere  with  the  legislative  projects  ol  the  Londoa 
County  Council.  If  the  Council  desired,  as  to  the  water  supply  and  other 
matters,  only  what  was  right,  some  measure  might  be  propoeed  to 
Parliament  which  would  practically  be  unopposed.  .  .  .  The  questkm 
of  temperance  was  vastly  important ;  but  no  better  way  of  oountenedc? 
intemperance  would  be  founa  than  the  better  housing  of  the  poor.  On  thi» 
matter,  as  on  others,  much  might  be  hoped  from  the  union  of  the  Conii^ 
Council  and  the  new  boroughs.  No  more  practical  scheme  had  ever  been 
presented  to  a  department  than  that  which  the  Council  had  formulated  ob 
the  housing  question." 

(2)  The  Queen's  Speech. 

**  My  Lords f  and  Gentlemen^ — It  has  become  necessary  to  make  further 
provision  for  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  operations  of  my  armies  in  Soirtli 
Africa  and  China.  I  have  summoned  you  to  hold  a  special  Session  in  order 
that  Tou  may  give  your  sanction  to  the  enactments  required  for  this  purpose. 
I  will  not  enter  upon  other  public  matters  requiring  your  attention  until 
the  ordinary  meeting  of  Parliament  in  the  spring." 

(8)  Lord  Kimherley  on  the  War. 

**  If  they  are  of  opinion  that  they  (the  Government)  could  make  any 
declaration  of  policy  at  the  present  time — I  should  say  it  ought  to  he  made 
on  the  spot,  and  not  only  in  Parliament^ — which  would  reassure  the  Boer 
population  and  would  make  them  feel  that  the  fate  which  is  in  store  for 
them  is  one  which  will  not  only  be  tolerable  but  in  many  respects  desirable; 
if  they  could  be  shown  that  as  soon  as  the  war  terminates  they  would  have 
all  the  privileges  which  can  be  accorded  to  men  who  are  subjects  of  the 
Crown,  short  of  enjoyment  of  representative  institutions,  wmch  cannoc 
come  at  once,  but  wliich  will  come,  and  might  be  promised  whenever  the 
country  \&  pacified — if  an  assurance  of  that  kind  were  given  these  people  I 
think  it  might  produce  some  revulsion  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  popuk- 
tion.  ...  I  believe,  also,  that  it  would  have  a  very  calming  OTfect  on 
foreigp  Governments,  and  that  seems  to  me  to  be  a  cardinal  point  to  ood- 
fdder  in  the  whole  matter. ' 

(4)  Lord  SaUsbury  on  the  Boers. 

The  only  thing  that  these  people  \vill  be  satisfied  with  is  in  some  way 
to  restore  to  them  their  independence.  We  cannot  restore  to  them  th&t 
independence.  Our  policy  is  absolutely  unchanged  in  that  respect.  We 
say  that,  without  provocation  on  our  p^art,  they  suddenly  plunged  us  into 
war,  ana  invaded  her  Majesty's  dominions,  ana  when  that  hacf  been  done 
we  found  that  they  had  been  preparing  for  five  years  gigantic  armamenu 
to  carry  thus  design  into  eflfect.  We,  at  all  events,  cannot  allow  that  sudi 
a  process  shall  ever  be  repeated.  We  must  place  them  at  the  end  of  the 
war  in  such  a  position  that  they  never  will  be  able  to  expose  us  either  to 
the  danger  or  to  the  terrible  sacrifices  we  have  had  to  go  through  during 
the  past  year.  Well,  then,  if  we  cannot  give  them  their  independence,  is 
there  anything  else  that  will  induce  them  to  throw  down  their  anns? 
There  is  no  such  offer  that  I  ever  heard  of  demanded  from  us  or  proposed 
by  them.  Our  policy  was  made  clear  by  Lord  Roberts  in  the  procIamatkHi 
that  he  mada" 

(6)  Lord  Bosebery  on  the  CecU  Family. 

**  We  are  enabled  to  congratulate  the  noble  Marauis  on  being  the  head 
of  a  family  with  the  most  remarkable  genius  for  aominiBtration  that  ha» 
ever  been  Known.    I  remember  it  was  said  in  the  history  of  the  Jews  that 
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1900. 

December  3.— Meeting:   of  Fifteenth   Parliament  of  Her 
Majesty  the  Queen. 

House  of  Lords.    Formal  proceedings. 

House  of  Commons.  Election  of  Speaker — 
Mr.  Gully  elected  unanimously  on  the  Motion 
of  Sir  James  Fergusson,  seconded  by  Dr. 
Farquharson.  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  and 
Sir  H.  Campbell- Bannerman. 

Dinner  to  the  New  London  Mayors  by  Mr.  Dickinson 
(Chairman,  LC.C).  Speeches  by  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  Lord  Rosebery,  and(l)  Mr.  Ritchie. 

„        4. — House  of  Lords.   Approval  of  Queen  to  election 
of  Speaker  signified  by  Royal  Commission. 

House  of  Commons.    Swearing  in  of  Members. 

„         5. — House  of  Commons.    Swearing  in  of  Members. 

Mr.  Balfour  at  the  Westminster  Town  Hall 

on  the  Work  of  the  Primrose  League. 

Annual  Meeting  of  the  United  Kingdom 
Alliance.  Resolution  passed  giving  a  cordial 
yet  discriminating  support "  to  Lord  Peel's* 
Minority  Report. 

6.— House  of  Lords.  (2)  The  Queen's  Speech  — 
Address  in  reply  moved  by  Lord  Lathom 
and  Lord  Monk  Bretton.  Speeches  by 
(3)  Lord  Kimberley,  (4)  Lord  Salisbury, 
(5)  Lord  Rosebery,  and  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire. 


it  was  the  practice  of  that  nation  to  confine  the  priesthood  to  a  single 
family ;  ana  I  am  not  at  all  sore  that  this  ereat  backward  stride  towards 
the  traditional  methods  of  that  ancient  civilisation  is  altogether  welcomed 
by  some  of  the  aspirants  to  office  in  her  Majesty's  present  Administration. 
But  there  is  a  solace  for  every  consideration.  We  have  often  felt  in  the 
festive  season  which  is  rapidly  approaching  that  some  danger  may  accrue 
to  the  country  from  the  fact  that  some  Ministers  may  be  so  much  scattered 
that  there  would  be  no  centre  of  administrative  power  in  which  we  could 
feel  that  our  interests  are  safe.  But  when  the  festive  circle  assembles 
around  the  noble  Marquis  at  Christmas  we  shall  feel,  not,  indeed,  that  the 
whole  Cabinet  is  there— because  I  do  not  believe  that  even  the  palatial 
accommodation  of  Hatfield  could  receive  the  whole  of  the  Government  at 
one  time — but  that  there  is  an  ample  section  of  it,  the  inner  section, 
assembled  round  the  noble  Marquis's  family  table,  and  that  our  interests 
and  our  future  are  safe." 
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(1)  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman  on  the  Condnct  of  the  Troops. 

But  when  I  come  to  form  judgment,  I  for  my  part,  and  I  am  sure 
most  of  us,  will  be  animated  by  two  sentiments.  In  the  first  place,  tike 
most  perfect  confidence  in  the  nnroanity  and  the  generosity  of  the  British 
soldier  and  the  British  officer.  We  hear  the  most  preposterous  attacks 
made  upon  them  in  some  places  with  which  I  have  not  only  no  sympathy, 
but  which  I  repudiate  with  indignation  and  scorn.  As  to  the  impntatioD 
of  cruelty,  why  we  know  the  British  soldier,  we  know  that  he  is  toe  most 
warm-hearted,  the  most  tender-hearted,  the  most  soft-hearted  creature,  and 
if  we  went  no  further  than  the  old  adage  nemo  repente  fuU  turptssimut^  we 
know  that  the  men  in  the  ranks  of  the  Britisn  Army  are  not  capable  of 
excesses  of  the  kind  attributed  to  them  ;  on  the  contrary,  when  put  to  this 
dutj,  in  the  case  of  all  alike,  whether  officers  or  men,  it  is  sorely  againrt 
their  liking.  I  have  always  been  a  disbeliever  in  the  stories  that  have  been 
told,  on  botli  sides,  of  discreditable,  irregular,  and  cruel  outrages." 

And  on  the  War. 

**  I  would  earnestly  invite  the  right  hon.  gentleman  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  to  declare  their  policy ;  the  opportunity  happily  offers  itself 
in  this  meeting  of  Parliament.  Let  them  declare  a  policy  which  will  not 
only  tend  to  the  early  cessation  of  war,  but  will  open  auspiciously  the  new 
era  of  British  rule  in  those  countries.  British  rule  is  not  in  Question  ;  we 
are  all  agreed  as  to  the  incorporation  of  those  territories  (an  turn,  numhtr: 
**No.") — witli  that  exception,  with  all  respect  to  my  unknown  friend 
behind  me,  whom  I  do  not  see.  I,  at  any  rate,  regard  tue  incorporation  of 
those  territories  as  an  absolutely  necessary  sequence  of  the  war ;  there  is 
no  question  of  that,  but  that  is  all  that  ha.s  b^n  announced.  These  men 
that  are  in  the  field  against  us  just  now,  what  do  they  know  of  the  pdicy 
of  the  Government  or  of  this  country  ?  All  they  know  is  that  thejr  are  to 
be  deprived  of  their  independence  as  a  nation.  They  know  nothing  else. 
Why  should  they  not  be  told  that  their  co-operation  as  citizens  will  be 
sought,  and  that  by-and-by,  when  things  have  settled  down  and  thoe  b 
safety,  they  will  have  their  share  in  the  full  rights  of  self-government  ? 
Why  should  it  not  be  announced  to  them  that  if  Uiey  will  laj  down  their 
arms,  leaders  and  burghers  alike,  if  thev  will  return  to  their  homes  and 
resume  their  old  life,  they  will  enjoy  their  property  with  their  fainihes, 
and  that  their  kinsfolk  wno  have  been  sent  to  exile  as  prisoners  will  be 
restored  on  the  same  terms  ?  Would  not  such  a  proclamation  lift  the  dood 
of  despair  from  off  them  and  let  the  dawn  of  a  new  hope  soften  their 
feelings  towards  their  conquerors?  Enough,  surely,  has  been  dose 
through  the  bravery  of  our  soldiers  and  their  sacrifices  for  honour  and  for 
dignity.  Let  the  statesman's  voice  now  be  heard  in  sounding  the  first  note» 
of  a  new  concord  between  the  races,  and  if  this  announcement  was  of  no 
avail,  if  it  should  so  happen  that  these  obdurate  men  disregarded  it  and 
pursued  their  hopeless  struggle,  then  at  least  the  people  of  this  coontiy, 
yes,  and  our  fellow  subjects  in  the  African  colonies,  and  our  friends,  sach 
as  remain  to  us  in  the  world,  would  have  the  satisfactipn  of  knowing  that 
nothing  had  been  left  undone  in  the  interests  of  humanity  and  of  peac«, 
and,  let  me  add,  in  the  humbler  interests  of  common  sense." 

ord  Roberts  on  the  War. 

**The  war,  as  I  have  already  said,  has  now  come  \drtually  to  an  end, 
and  my  work  is  finished.  The  soil  has  been  prepared  for  the  good  seed 
which  It  will  be  the  task  of  others  to  sow,  and  from  which,  1  trust,  and  do 
not  doubt,  you  will  all  reap  plentiful  harvests  in  years  to  come.  But  my 
interest  in  South  Africa  will  not  cease  when  I  leave  these  shores.  I  ah»D 
watch  with  the  utmost  eagerness  the  settlement  of  the  coontry,  its 
development,  and  its  unification,  and  on  this  head  I  would  crave permiasioo 
to  say  a  few  words.  The  prosperity  and  the  well-being  of  South  Anica do  no* 
depend  upon  the  action,  the  ability,  or  the  governing  power  of  any  one 
man  so  much  as  upon  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  various  nationaiitieB 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE.  601 

1900. 

December  6. — House  of  Commons.  Sessional  Order  relating  to 
Peers  and  Parliamentary  Elections  carried  by 
326  to  68  (majority  258).  Speeches  by  Mr. 
Lowther,  Mr.  Balfour,  and  (1)  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman« 
The  Queen's  Speech — Address  in  reply  moved 
by  Mr.  J.  E.  Gordon  and  Mr.  Fitzalan 
Hope.  Speeches  by  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Mr.  Balfour,  Sir  C.  Dilke,  and 
Lord  Cranbome.  The  Publication  of  Private 
Correspondence — Speeches  by  Mr.  John  E. 
Ellis  and  Mr.  Chamberlain. 

Mr.  G.  Wyndham  at  Glasgow  on  Current 
Politics. 

„        7.— House  of  Commons.    The  Queen's  Speech. 

The  Future  of  South  Africa— Mr.  Emmotfs 
Amendment  discussed  and  withdrawn.  Speeches 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Asquith,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  and  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman.  Mr.  J.  Walton's  Amendment 
on  China — Speech  by  Lord  Cranbome. 

„  —Mr.  Chaplin  at  Reading  on  Agriculture. 

Dover  By- Election  consequent  on  appointment  to 
office  of  Mr.  W3rndham.   Mr.  Wyndham 

(C)  returned  unopposed. 

Preston  By-Election  consequent  on  the  appoint- 
ment to  office  of  Mr.  Hanbury.  Mr.  Han- 
bury  (C)  returned  unopposed. 

„  10. — House  of  Lords.  Treatment  of  Wounded  and 
Invalided  Colonial  Soldiers — Speeches  by  Lord 
Carrington,  Lord  Raglan,  and  Lord 
Lansdowne. 

House  of  Commons.  The  Queen's  Speech — 
Mr.  Bartley*S  Amendment  on  the  appointment 
of  Lord  Salisbury's  relatives  lost  by  230  to  128 
(majority  102).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Balfour  amd 
Mr.  Gibson  Bowles. 

Mr.  Lloyd-George's  Amendment  as  to  Ministers 
and  Government  Contracts  lost  by  269  to  127 
(majority  142).  Speeches  by  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain,  Sir  H. 
Campbell-Bannerman,  and  Mr.  Balfour. 

Address  agreed  to  by  265  to  23  (majority  242). 
(2)  Lord  Roberts  at  Cape  Town  on  the  War. 
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whom  it  is  inhabited.  The  Dutch  and  the  English  must  work  together 
without  distinction  of  race,  religion,  or  sentiment  if  they  wish  to  see  Has 
country  contented  and  flourishing,  and  it  will  be  my  proudest  boast  if  lean 
claim  to  have  done  nothing,  under  the  stress  of  war's  stem  necessities,  to 
hinder  the  friendly  feeling  which  I  trust  may  be  established  betweoi  the 
two  races,  or  prevent  their  liearty  co-operation  in  their  efforts  for  the  good 
government  of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  River  Colony.  We  most 
forgive  and  try  to  forget  all  that  would  encourage  bitterness  of  feeling  or 
tend  to  transmit  to  succeeding  generations  the  idea  that  anything  remains 
to  be  atoned  for  on  either  side.  But,  at  the  same  time,  we  must  remember 
the  lessons  that  the  war  has  taught  us.  God  has  given  into  our  hands  a 
great  herita^,  for  which  we  have  been  called  upon  to  pay  a  heavy  price  in 
the  blood  oi  our  dearest  and  our  best.  We  must  not  in  the  future  be 
negligent  of  our  trust  as  we  have  been  in  the  past.  We  must  strive  to  be 
able— when  called  upon  to  do  so — to  give  a  good  account  of  our  stewardship. 
We  must  be  watchful,  *  strong  and  of  a  good  courage,'  and  we  most  tiy 
to  think  not  so  much  of  the  glory  of  conquest  as  of  the  many  responsibililaes 
conquest  imposes  upon  the  conquerors,  lest  we  foi^get  that  which  alooe 
makes  war  justifiable  and  conquest  laudable — the  good  of  the  many,  the 
better  government  of  the  conauered  country,  and  the  establishment  within 
its  borders  of  justice,  mercy,  liberty,  and  truth." 

<1)  Mr.  Brodrick  on  the  War.  i 
"Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to-night  to  ask  the  Committee  briefly  to 
consider  what  the  position  was  last  July  and  what  it  is  now,  marking  the 
close  of  what  may  be  termed  the  second  period  of  the  war.  The  first  period 
was  comprised  in  the  three  months  ending  with  December  last  year,  three 
months  to  a  large  extent  of  miscalculations  and  disappointmentK 
Miscalculation  of  the  strength  required  and  the  work  for  our  troops 
disappointment  at  the  manner  in  which  some  of  the  operations  were  earned 
out.  These  three  months  ended  with  December,  and  that  period  to 
succeeded  by  a  period  of  six  months  and  the  Estimates  of  last  J uly.  During 
that  period  of  six  months  this  country  made  a  great  effort  and  embarked 
160,0(»0  troops  for  South  Africa,  and  this  great  effort,  under  the  strat^ 
and  direction  of  Lord  Roberts,  resulted  in  a  complete  change  in  the  wbcfe 
position  of  affairs.  In  the  first  six  months  of  this  year  Lad^^^mith. 
Kimberley,  and  Mafeking  were  relieved,  Pretoria  and  Bloemfontein  wwe 
occupied,  and  the  Orange  River  Colony  and  the  Transvaal  were  amiexed  to 
the  Queen's  dominions.  The  early  expectations  which  might  well  have 
been  legitimately  held  by  those  responsiole  for  making  our  Esiimates  up  u> 
the  close  of  the  year  have  been  disappointed.  I  think  that  anybody  who 
knew  of  the  dispersal  of  the  Boer  troops,  and  who  was  aware  of  toe  opinioii 
which  our  own  generals  entertained  as  to  the  probable  cost  of  the  war  last 
July,  would  have  said  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  my 
predecessor.  Lord  Lansdowne,  were  justified  in  the  basis  they  took  for  \& 

Srobable  cost  of  the  provision  for  the  war.  That  basis  was  of  thi> 
escriptinn — they  estimated  that  during  the  quarter  which  began  last  July 
the  war  would  proceed  on  the  normal  highest  level  it  had  reached,  <rf  about 
2.30,000  men  in  South  Africa ;  but  that  from  October  to  December,  the 
month  in  which  we  now  are,  that  provision  might  be  legitimately  reduced 
to  half,  and  that  for  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  on  which  we  are  no* 
entering,  we  might  probably  hope  that  the  war  would  be  run  at  about  a 
quarter  of  the  enormous  cost  entailed  when  the  full  body  of  troops  w«r? 
assembled  in  South  Africa.  In  one  respect  a  complete  account  of  what  ha.< 
occurred  shows  that  those  expectations  were  too  sanguine.  The  war  ha* 
had  to  be  maintained  up  to  the  present  date  at  the  full  level,  the  sane 
number  of  troops  practically  are  there,  the  same  number  of  supplies  are 
being  shipped  week  by  week,  the  strength  of  our  forces  cannot  immediatelyt 
at  all  events,  be  decreased,  and,  unpalatable  as  it  may  be  to  all  of  ik 
unexpected  as  it  is  to  most  of  us,  we  must  look  forward  until  March  31st 
next  to  an  expenditure  little  short  of  that  which  we  have  been  incwriB; 
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l>eceinber  10.— Guildford  (Surrey)  By-Election  consequent^  on 
the  acceptance  of  office  by  Mr.  Brodrick. 
Mr.  Brodrick  (C)  returned  unopposed. 

Woodbridge  (Suffolk)  By-Election  consequent  on 
the  acceptance  of  office  by  Captain  Pretyman. 
Captain  Pretjrnian  (C)  returned  unopposed. 

Wellington  (Somerset)  By-Election  consequent 
on  the  acceptance  of  office  by  Sir  A  Acland 
Hood.  Sir  A.  Acland  Hood  (C)  returned 
unopposed. 

11.— House  of  Commons.  Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  re- 
appointed Chairman  of  Committees  on  Motion  of 
Mr.  Balfour. 

Supply—Supplementary  Estimate  of  Sixteen 
Millions  for  War.  Vote  carried  by  284  to  8 
(majority  276).  Speeches  by  (1)  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Sir  W.  Harcourty  and  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank  —  Speeches  by  Mr- 
Bowles  and  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

Wa3rs  and  Means — Resolution  enabling  Eleven 
Millions  to  be  borrowed  or  raised  by  Exchequer 
Bonds  or  Treasury  Bills.  Speech  by  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach. 

Nationalist  Convention  at  Dublin.  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy  excluded  from  the  Irish  Party. 

Mr.  Hanbury  at  the   Holbom  Restaurant 

(Agricultural  Dinner)  on  Agriculture. 

West  Derbyshire  By-Election  consequent  on 
acceptance  of  office  by  Mr.  Victor  Cavendish. 
Mr.  V.  Cavendish  (LU)  returned  unopposed. 


daring  the  whole  of  the  present  financial  year.  Now,  I  think  it  is  very 
nataial  that  even  in  this  House  of  Parliament,  in  which  with  hardly  a 
dissentient  voice  every  member  is  prepared  to  say  that  as  long  as  the  war 
goes  on  it  should  be  sustained  in  a  manner  which  is  worthy  of  those  of  us 
who  have  to  provide,  and  those  who  are  fighting  on  our  behalf,  we  should 
be  asked  whether  there  is  any  prospect,  and  at  wliat  period,  that  the  troops 
may  be  reduced,  whether  there  are  any  changes  in  military  policy  which 
may  cause  us  to  carry  on  the  war  at  a  less  expenditure,  ana  whether  we 
can  form  any  estimate  of  its  probable  duration.  .  .  .  The  organised 
resistance  of  our  adversaries  in  the  Transvaal  and  Orange  River  Colony 
has  been  chan^j^  to  guerilla  warfare.  .  .  .  Our  experience  in  that 
respect  is  not  m  the  least  different  from  that  of  other  nations  who  have 
unaertaken  a  similar  task." 
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(1)  Sir  B.  Beid  on  the  War. 

**  In  his  opinion  the  time  had  arrived  for  offering  to  these  men  tenu» 
not  inconsistent  with  British  dominion.  He  knew  very  well  the  people  of 
this  country  would  not  listen  to  any  proposals  for  undoing  the  annexatiofi. 
We  should  abandon  tlie  idea  of  unconditional  suiTender,  which  at  all  times  i 
involved  a  degree  of  humiliation.  Therefore,  we  should  offer  an  amnesty  j 
to  the  commandoes  if  they  would  lay  down  their  arms.  In  the  second 
place,  we  should  announce  that  we  were  willing  to  assist  the  Boers  with 
money  to  restock  and  rebuild  their  farms,  without  which  it  was  impossiUe 
to  expect  any  restoration  of  industry.  In  the  next  place  we  shoala  offer  & 
promise  of  self-government  and  free  institutions  at  as  early  a  date  ah 
possible — not  g:enerations  hence— with  all  the  necessary  precautionn  and 
under  the  British  flag,  so  that  there  should  lie  no  danger  of  a  militaiy 
rising  again. " 

(2)  Mr.  Brodrick  on  Sir  Alfred  Milner. 

"  Sir  Alfred  Milner  may  be  the  cause  of  distrust  amongst  some  of  the 
Dutch  in  Cape  Colony,  but  amount  none  of  the  Dutch  who  are  not  the 
enemies  of  the  Queen.  I  think  he  is  not  merely  trusted  and  revered  and 
honoured,  but  regarded  as  the  greatest  standby  of  the  British  connection  by 
the  loyal  Dutch  m  Cape  Colony.  If  he  has  excited  distrust  amongst  those 
who  have  been  guilty  of  disloyalty  during  this^reat  crisis,  it  is  because  of 
his  firmness,  sagacity,  his  uuAinching  and  tactml  performance  of  duty.  I 
should  like  to  make  it  perfectly  clear  that,  whatever  course  the  Government 
have  to  take  in  regard  to  these  negotiations,  it  will  not  be  a  course  which 
can  be  interpreted  by  any  man,  loval  and  disloyal,  in  South  Africa,  as 
seeming  in  any  degree  or  particular  to  take  power,  or  counsel, 
responsibility  out  of  the  hands  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner.*' 

(3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  Transvaal. 

We  have  arranged  that  a  gentleman  who  is  well  known  in  thisconntr^ 
and  has  on  several  occasions  given  his  valuable  services  to  her  Majesty  ^ 
Government,  a  gentleman  of  very  high  exnerience  in  matters  of  finance- 
Sir  David  Barbour — should  go  out  as  Commissioner  to  the  Tnui8>*aa], 
practically  in  the  course  of  the  next  fortnight  or  three  weeks,  and  give  us 
a  full  report  on  the  very  matters  to  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  {Sir  C 
Dilke)  has  drawn  attention." 

(4)  Sir  W.  Haxcourt  on  the  Settlement. 

We  hope  that  you  are  going  to  instal  a  Government  in  the  Transvaal 
which  shall  be  a  Government  of  reconciliation — felix  faustumque  tit.  It 
will  depend  altogether  on  the  character  of  the  Government  you  so  establish. 
— I  mean  the  character  of  the  Government  as  it  relates  to  the  Dutch 
population  in  that  country.  Upon  the  character  of  that  Government  vill 
depend  the  future  disposition  of  the  Dutch  race,  not  in  the  colonies  alone, 
but  in  tlie  whole  of  South  Africa,  in  the  Cape  Colony  as  well  as  in  the>« 
new  territories.  I  was  reading  the  other  day  a  book  of  great  knowledge 
written  by  another  Robinson— Sir  John  Rohinson,  the  first  Premier  of 
Natal — and  I  commend  his  views  to  the  consideration  of  those  who  bane 
not  read  the  book.  .  .  .  '  We  must  give  the  Afrikander  a  Government 
which  he  not  only  fears  and  obeys,  but  loves,  trusts,  cherishes, 
and  is  proud  of ;  a  Government  which  represents  no  sense  of  grievance  or 
dei>rivation ;  a  Government  which  is  large  enough  and  free  enough  to 
satisfy  his  national  and  patriotic  asi>irations  and  strong  enough  to  make  it> 
authority  felt. '  Even  the  other  Robinson  saw  the  necessity  for  this,  becaise 
in  the  speech  to  which  I  have  referred  he  recommended  that  Generab  Df 
Wet  and  Botha  should  be  put  on  the  Executive  Council.  But  are  joa 
going  to  establish  in  these  new  colonies  an  administration  of  reooDeiliation? 
Are  you  going  to  establish  a  Government  which  the  Afrikander  may  trost 
and  love  and  cherish?  Are  you  going  to  have  a  Government  which 
represents  to  him  no  sense  of  grievance  or  deprivation  ;  which  is  boimd  Q|> 
with  none  of  the  bitter  a^Mociations  of  this  horrible  war?  If  so  you  nuiy 
have  a  peace  which  deserves  the  name.** 
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December  12. — House  of  Commons.  Supply— Report.  Speeches 
by  (1)  Sir  R.  Reid,  Mr.  Bryce,  and  (2)  Mr. 
Brodrick. 

Appropriatlofi  Bill  and  Supplementary 
War  JLoa/n  {No.  2)  BiU  read  a  first  time. 
Speech  by  (3)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

Mr.  Bryce  at  Islington  on  the  War. 

Mr.  Wyndbam  at  the  Criterion  Restaurant 

(United  Club  Dinner)  on  Current  Politics. 

„  13.— House  of  Commons.  Supplemental  War 
JLoan  Sill  read  a  second  time.  Speeches  by 
(4)  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  Mr.  Markham,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  and  (5)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach. 

Appropriation  Bill  read  a  second  time. 
Speech  by  Mr.  Brodrick. 


<o)  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach  on  the  CoKt  of  the  War. 

"  It  may  be  for  a  year  or  two  after  the  close  of  the  war  iiiipaHsible  to 
obtain  from  the  Transvaal  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  war. 
But  I  would  point  out  that  in  the  part  of  my  financial  policy  which  has 
been  fortunate  enous^h  to  meet  with  the  assent  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  I  have  caremlly  borne  that  in  mind.  I  have  said  throughout  that 
I  would  not  make  the  borrowing  for  the  war  a  permanent  burden  on  the 
country.  I  have  obtained — and  this  is  the  third  occasion — power  from 
Parliament  to  borrow  for  the  cost  of  the  war.  I  have  borrowed  partly  on 
Treasury  bills,  partlv  on  Exchequer  Bonds  for  three  years,  partly  on  Ex- 
chequer Bonds  for  five  years,  and  partly  on  the  War  Loan  for  ten  years, 
and  therefore  I  think  the  House  will  feel  I  have  made  the  falling  io,  so  to 
speak,  of  these  loans  at  such  periods  as  would  enable  us  to  have  uefore  us 
the  condition  of  the  Transvaal  at  that  time  with  a  view  to  seeing  what  we 
could  impose,  as  these  loans  fall  in,  upon  that  country.  I  hope  Parliament 
will  not  for  a  moment  consider  that  if  the  Transvaal  at  the  close  of  the 
war  should  be  in  a  devastated  and  poverty-stricken  condition  to  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  points  out,  therefore,  having  regard  to  its  possible 
future,  it  should  be  free  from  all  charge.  I  do  not  think  that  is  a 
policy  he  would  suggest  for  a  moment.  I  can  go  no  further  than  that  to- 
night." 

.\nd  on  the  Appointments. 

•*  The  hon.  member  has  alluded  to  api>ointments  made  at  Pretoria  and 
elsewhere  by  Lord  Roberts.  Now,  I  know  nothing  of  them,  but  I  will 
venture  to  sa;^  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  member  considers  fairly  the 
position  occupied  by  Lord  Koberts.  The  country  was  in  a  state  of  war. 
appointments  had  to  be  made,  and  the  choice  of  men  was  very  limited 
inaeed,  so  that  it  was  practically  impossible  to  obtain  any  one  for  the  dis- 
tricts but  local  residents,  and  I  dare  say  these  were  connected  with  the 
companies  or  undertakings  to  whicli  the  hon.  member  has  referred,  and  I 
am  sure  that  directly  Sir  A.  Milner  establishes  civil  government  all  these 
appointments  will  be  considered  afresh,  and  probably  entirely  new  appoint- 
ments will  be  made  for  the  matters  to  which  the  hon.  member  has  referred, 
We  shall  take  very  good  care — we  should  not  do  our  duty  if  we  did  not 
take  care — that  the  action  of  local  government  should  not  be  biased  by 
any  undue  influence  of  the  great  companies  in  the  Transvaal." 
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( 1)  Mr.  Long  on  the  London  Water  Question. 

**  As  it  would  be  his  duty  to  advit*e  the  House  of  Commons,  if  he  war 
appealed  to,  to  reject  the  Lomlon  County  Council  Bill,  when  it  came  on 
for  second  reading— for  reasons  which  he  had  given  and  for  other  reasoite— 
so  it  would  be  his  duty  to  tell  the  House  of  Commons  that  he  hoped  to  he 
in  a  position  to  deal  ni'th  the  txuestion  by  legislation.  It  was  ids  desire,  if 
he  were  able  to  produce  a  measure  which  his  colleagues  approved  of,  to 
it  in  the  programme,  not  of  the  coming  Session,  but  of  the  Smbioq 
following  ;  and  he  had  no  reason  to  doubt,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties 
and  comolicaticms  of  the  question,  that  that  would  be  the  course  which  he 
should  advise  his  colleagues  to  follow,  and  which,  so  far  as  he  knew,  they 
would  assent  to.  In  any  legislation  for  which  the  Giovemment  were  to  » 
responsible  they  certainly  would  adopt  the  view  of  the  Royal  Commission  in 
regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  authority.  He  was  not  pledging  hinis^if 
now  as  to  the  representation  to  l)e  given  to  the  London  County  Council  or 
to  any  detail  of  the  kind  ;  but  the  Government  would  certainly  accept  t4ie 
view  of  the  Roj^l  Commission  that  the  future  management  of  the  water 
supply  of  London  should  be  in  the  hands  of  a  statutory  authority 
representing  the  whole  area  and  not  one  part  of  the  area,  howew 
important  and  overwhelming  in  it^  proportion  of  the  area  one  antliority 
might  be.  It  would  be  a  guiding  principle  that  the  purcrhase  clause  should 
1)0  nased  upon  what  the  Ciovemment  conceived  to  be  fair  and  reasonable 
grounds ;  and  they  would  endeavour  to  include  in  the  Bill  proposals  which, 
while  he  should  hope  they  would  cast  upon  the  rate|>ayers  and  water 
consumers  no  extra  burden,  yet  should  certainly  be  conceived  on  just  and 
fair  lines  towards  those  who  were  to  be  bought  out." 

(2)  Lord  George  Hamilton  on  the  London  County  Council. 

"  One  further  victory  they  had  to  obtain  in  the  London  County  Council 
He  hoped  for  success,  but  in  conducting  the  contest  he  advised  that 
indiscriminate  abuse  and  depreciation  of  the  past  work  of  the  Council 
should  be  avoided.  With  some  exceptions,  the  general  administration  of 
the  lA)ndon  County  Council  had  been  good." 

(3)  Lord  Salisbary  on  the  Housing  Problem. 

**  If  you  observe  that  the  villas  outside  London  are  the  principal  seed- 
plots  of  Conservatism  I  am  afraid  that  if  you  look  carefullj  you  will  find 
that  such  Radicalism  as  still  remains  attaches  to  those  distncte  of  London, 
unfortunately  still  too  large,  where  what  is  called  the  great  question  of 
the  housing  of  the  poor  is  living  and  burning.  I  would  recommend  this, 
that  there  is  no  surer  guide  to  the  Conservative  party  in  trying  to  main- 
tain and  to  improve  tneir  hold  over  public  opinion  m  Lonaon  than  that 
they  should  devote  all  the  power  they  possess  to  getting  rid  of  that  which 
is  really  a  scandal  to  our  civilisation — the  sufferings  which  many  of  the 
working  classes  have  to  undergo,  in  the  most  moderate,  I  might  say  the 
most  pitiable,  accommodation.  ...  I  would  only  ask  you  to  hetr 
in  mind  that  you  must  not  allow  yourselves  to  be  frightened  away  from 
the  remedies  for  social  evils  by  tne  fact  that  they  are  made  a  cover  or 
pretence  for  attacks  upon  property  and  other  institutions.  You  mist 
repel  these  attacks,  but  at  the  same  time  you  must  not  allnw  your  atten- 
tion to  be  diverted  froin  the  stem  necessities  which  the  vast  social  chanse* 
of  our  time  are  imposing  upon  all  who  cherish  the  prosperity  of  mh 
country." 

And  on  the  National  Outlook. 

"  We  have  ^rave  duties  to  perform  and  those  duties  must  be  fulfilled. 
They  may  reouire  strenuous  effort,  they  may  require  self-denial,  but  if  yoo 
wish  to  uphold  the  reputation  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us  from  oar 
fathers,  if  you  mean  to  sustain  the  Empire  which  they  did  so  much  to 
build  up  and  which  we  have  sacrificed  so  many  things  to  maintain,  if  we 
mean  that  the  glory  of  England  shall  suffer  no  tarnish  at  our  hands,  we 
must  not  allow  our  efforts  to  slacken  until  the  great  enterprise  in  which  we 
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1900* 

December  13,— Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  to  Deputation  of  Associated 
Chambers  of  Commerce  on  Canals. 
(1)  Mr.  Walter  Long  to  Deputation  of  London 
County    Council    on    the    London  Water 
Question. 

„  14.— House  of  Lords.  The  Queen's  Speech— The 
Queen's  acknowledgment  of  the  Address  in 
reply. 

Personal  Explanation  by   Lord   Hardwicke — 

Speeches  by  Lord   Rosebery   and  Lord 

Salisbury.    (See  page  627). 
House  of  Commons.   Supplemental  War 

Loan  Bill  and  Appropriation  Bill 

passed  through  Committee. 
Mr.  Courtney  at  the  Memorial  Hall  on  the  War. 

„  15.— House  of  Lords.  War  Loan  and  Appro- 
priation Bills  passed  though  all  their 
stages. 

Prorogation. 

House  of  Commons.    Appropriation  Bill 
read  a  third  time.    Speech  by  Mr.  Brodrick. 
Prorogation. 

„      17. — Annual  Meeting  of  the  London  Municipal 

Society.   Speech  by  (2)  Lord  G.  Hamilton. 
„      18.— (3)  Lord  Salisbury  at  the  Hotel  Metropole 

(National  Union  of  Conservative  Associations) 
on  the  General  Election,  the  Housing  Question, 
and  the  National  Outlook. 
„       21. — Blackpool  By-Election  caused  by  the  elevation  to 
the  Peerage  of  Sir  M.  White  Ridley  (C). 
Mr.  H.  W.  Worsley-Taylor,  Q.O.  (C)  -  7,059 
Mr.  J.  Heap  (L)   5,589—1,470 

Representation  unchanged. 
1896  (By.).  1892. 


Ridley  (C)  -  -  -  -  6,263 
Pilkington  (L)    -    -  2,513 


Ridley  (C)  -  -  -  6,536 
Walker  (L)    -    -    -  3,487 


have  engaged  has  been  carried  through.  We  are  speaking  now  at  a  time 
of  some  anxiety.  We  do  not  know  exactly  what  is  taking  place  and  we 
earnestly  hope  that  the  issue  may  be  better  tlian  the  beginning ;  but  we 
have  to  push  it  through.  It  may  be  that  there  are  matters  whicli  have  not 
been  explained  and  which  oui^ht  to  be  explained.  It  may  be  that  we  have 
to  scrutinize  every  step  by  which  the  present  result  has  been  reached ;  but 
whatever  our  attitude  may  be  with  regard  to  the  efforts  that  have  been 
made,  to  the  failures  or  the  successes  of  tne  past,  we  must  remember  that 
the  one  thing  we  have  to  keep  before  us  is  that  on  the  issue  of  this  great 
enterprise  the  glory  and  perpetuity  of  our  Empire  rest  and  that  we  must 
spare  no  effort  and  no  sacrifice  by  which  ultimate  success  my  be  achieved.'' 


Digitized  by 


608 


THE  LIBERAL  MAGAZINE. 


(Januftrj,  1901. 


THE  DIVISIONS  OF  THE  MONTH. 

December,  1900. 


A  record  of  the  more  important  divisions  during  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  from  December  3rd,  1900,  to  December  15th,  1900. 


(The  votes  of  any  particular  member  in  the  following  divisions  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Liberal  Publication  Department  for  Is.  For  a 
fee  of  5s.  the  votes  in  the  principal  divisions  for  a  year  can  be  obtaiiwd 
monthly.) 

[Note. — In  the  foUmmng  list  of  the  chief  divisions  in  the  House  of  C<mnwMy 
ttie  nnmbei'  of  the  mifwrity  {whether  For"  or  Against**)  in  a  division  i* 
always  put  first  for  the  stike  of  convenience.  Wlien  the  division  w  an  **  official " 
o>i€,  {i.e.)  when  the  Oovemment  or  Opposition  Whips  are  the  Tdlers,  the  itord 
*'For"  or  ''^Against**  as  the  case  may  6e,  is  given  in  italics.  The  wtmbers 
given  inchide  the  TeUers.] 


1. — Peers  and  Parliamentary  Elections. 
December  6th,  1900  (Divi^tion  No.  1). — On  the  customary  Se^ 
sional  Motion  by  Mr.  Balfour  alleging  that  it  is  an  infringement  of 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  Peers  to 
interfere  in  Parliamentary  Elections. 

Against,  70  ;  For,  328. 

II. — ^LoRD  Salisbury  and  His  Family. 
December  10th,  1900  {Divisiwi  No.  4). — On  Mr.  Hartleys  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  : — 

' '  But  we  humbly  express  our  regret  at  the  advice  given  to  Your  Majesty 
hy  the  Prime  Minister  in  recommending  the  appointuient  of  so  many  of  hi^ 
own  family  to  offices  in  the  Cabinet  and  Grovernment,  as  being  calcu^ted  t«> 
diminish  the  responsibility  of  your  Majesty's  Ministers  to  Parliament  and 
gravely  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service.*' 

For,  130  ;  Against,  232. 

III. — Ministers  and  Contracts. 

December  10th,  1900  {Division  Xo.  5). — On  Mr.  Lloyd-Geo^ge'^ 
Amendment  to  the  Address  : — 

'*  And  we  humbly  beg  to  represent  to  Yoiu*  Majesty  that  Ministers  of  the 
Crown  and  members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  holding  subordiiuU<f 
office  in  any  public  Department  ought  to  have  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect, 
in  any  firm  or  company  competing  for  contracts  with  the  Crown,  unless,  the 
nature  and  extent  of  such  interest  being  first  declared,  Your  Majesty  shall 
have  sanctioned  the  countenance  thereof  and  when  necessary  shall  hare 
directed  such  precautions  to  be  taken  as  may  effectually  prevent  any  sus- 
picion of  influence  or  favouritism  in  the  allocation  of  such  contracts." 

For,  129;  Againgt^  m. 
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NOTES  AND  FIGURES. 


Though  it  is  never  permissible  to  despair 
The  "  Unseen."     of  the  Republic  it  is  certiainly  not  easy  just 
now  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  century  to 
take  Browning's  advice  and 

**  Greet  the  unseen  with  a  cheer." 
T  can  remember  well  how,  in  the  autumn  of  1899,  well-meaning 
members  of  Parliament  were  wont  to  assure  me  that  the  War  would 
be  over  by  Cliristmas.    Their  authority  was  always  Mr.  Chamberlain. 
We  have  had  two  melancholy  Christmas-tides,  and  the  War  is  not  over 
yet,  though  if  it  affords  us  substantial  satisfaction  to  describe  the 
present  proceedings  as  guerilla  warfare,  we  are  (it  seems)  at  liberty  to 
do  so.    But  the  end,  we  are  told,  is  at  hand.    What  end  ?    I  wish  we 
could  even  dimly  discern  it.  At  present  we  are  busily  engaged  in  ravaging 
our  own  dominions  and  killing  our  own  subjects.    Some  day — nobody 
can  well  say  when — there  will  be  an  end  of  that.    Then  we  shall  be 
called  upon  to  face  famine,  for  no  seed  has  been  sown  in  the  Transvaal 
for  a  twelvemonth.    Having  fed  the  people  we  must  govern  them, 
lest  they  should  forget  their  allegiance  to  the  Crown  ;  a  mounted  police, 
after  the  happy  precedent  of  Ireland,  is  already  in  the  course  of  forma- 
tion, about  which  little  is  known  except  its  cost,  a  million  and  a-half 
per  annum.    Then  there  are  the  prisoners  to  be  reinstated  and  the 
refugees  to  be  conciliated.    We  must  early  grow  accustomed  to  the 
pleasing  words  Claims  and  Compensation^  and  steel  our  hearts  to  the 
furious  outbursts  of  disloyalty  which  will  inevitably  rise  \^henever  a 
claim  for  XI 00,000  damages  has  been  reduced  to  £50. 

It  has  been  said  that  "any  fool  can  annex."  If  this  means  that 
wise  men  will  seldom  try  so  difficult  a  feat,  it  is  a  shrewd  saying  though 
ambiguously  worded,  but  if  it  means  that  the  task  is  so  easy  even  a 
fool  can  perform  it,  never  before  did  four  words  convey  a  heavier 
freight  of  falsehood.  But  probably  the  true  reading  is,  "Any  fool 
can  say  he  has  annexed." 

Whether  it  is  possible  permanently  to  annex  two  Dutch  States  to  a 
Colony  Dutch  in  its  origin  and  Dutch  in  its  sympathies  without  risking 
the  whole  is  a  question  to  be  solved  hereafter  ;  but  what  room  is  there 
for  cheerfulness,  what  food  for  merriment  1 

The  New  Parliament  has  given  a  good  account  of  itself,  and  when 
it  meets  for  real  business  next  month  may  put  to  the  test  the  strength 
of  the  reconstructed  Cabinet. 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  old  Cabinet  was  less  crazily  put 
together  than  the  new  one,  but  I  share  with  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  an 
exquisite  pleasure  in  the  thought  that  Mr.  CoUings  still  sits  on  the 
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Treasury  Bench,  smiling  and  rubicund,  teaching  the  occupants  of  both 
back  Benches  the  lesson  that  no  one  of  them,  however  slender  his 
intellectual  equipment,  however  childish  his  contributions  to  debate, 
need  ever  despair  of  being  all  that  the  Right  Honourable  Jesse  Collings; 
still  is.  It  would  be  rash  to  assume  that  a  Ministry  that  retains  Mr. 
Collings's  services  is  in  any  real  danger. 

The  Tory  outcry  against  the  predominance  of  the  Cecil  family  in 
the  new  Cabinet  would  have  had  more  stuff  in  it  could  one  easily  have 
enumerated  on  one's  fingers  the  names  of  the  men  whose  claims  have 
been  overlooked  in  order  to  find  room  for  the  Prime  Minister's  sons, 
nephews,  and  sons-in-law. 

It  certainly  never  could  have  occurred  to  anybody  but  Lord 
Salisbury  to  make  Lord  Cranbome  Under-Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiura, 
but  somebody  had  to  be  appointed,  and  who  was  there  1  Would  Mr. 
Victor  Cavendish  have  done  better  1  or  Mr.  Yerburgh,  or  Mr.  Bromky- 
Davenport,  or  Mr.  Cochrane?  Any  one  of  these  gentlemen  would 
have  done  as  well  as  Lord  Cranbome,  but  who  can  say  they  would 
have  done  better  ? 

Lord  Selbome's  appointment  is  certainly  staggering,  but  unless  it 
had  been  Mr.  Hanbury,  it  is  hard  to  suggest  another  name.  Sending 
Mr.  Gerald  Balfour  to  the  Board  of  Trade  created  among  the  trading 
community  the  same  amazement  and  consternation  as  would  be  excited 
in  Church  circles  by  the  appointment  of  Sodor  and  Man  to  the  See  of 
Canterbury.  It  was  obviously  a  mishap  due  to  some  one  of  those 
unforeseen  events  which  upset  Cabinet-making,  and  it  probably  wiH 
be  remedied  very  soon.  There  is  nothing  disparaging  to  Mr.  Gerald 
Balfour  in  saying  this.  In  this  world  it  is  not  what  you  really  can  do 
that  matters,  it  is  what  people  think  you  can  do.  This  makes  your 
reputation,  and,  what  is  more,  by  the  very  end  of  your  time  you  usually 
can  do  tolerably  well  what  people  thought  you  did  magnificently  from 
the  very  beginning. 

The  future  fate  of  the  Ministry  will  be  unrolled  in  due  course. 
There  is  nothing  about  Mr.  Brodrick  to  threaten  and  command,"  and 
the  sooner  he  ceases  holding  his  fellow-sinners  up  to  reprobation 
and  execration  the  better  for  a  reputation  which  must  always  be  one 
of  the  humbler  kind.  The  department  for  which  he  is  responsible  has 
sent  thousands  of  men  and  horses  to  a  quite  unnecessary  death,  and 
even  now,  after  long  months  of  bitter  experience,  it  seems  still  groping 
and  guessing  in  a  more  or  less  unconvincing  manner.  To  be  connected 
with  the  War  Office  is  not  yet  a  certificate  of  capacity,  and  Mr.  Bryn 
Roberts's  mistakes  are  neither  so  numerous  nor  so  costly  as  ^Ir. 
Brodrick's. 

Lord  Salisbury  has  publicly  bewailed  the  difficulty  of  getting 
capable  men  to  serve  the  Queen  in  his  Ministry.  This  was  his  excuse 
for  going  to  the  Stock  Excliange  to  find  an  Under-Secretary  of  State 
for  India.  I  often  wonder  whether  Ministers  are  stupider  than  they 
used  to  be.  I  hardly  think  it  possible.  Still  it  is  significant  when  a 
Prime  Minister  makes  such  a  complaint.  Great  Empires  and  small 
minds  go  ill  together.  A.  B. 
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The  War  Budget  must  now   be  revised 
The  War  Budget,    in  the  light  of  the  Supplementary  Estimate 
of  last  Session.    The  figures  now  stand  : — 


I. — What  the  War  Costs. 

1st  Supplementary  (1899-1900)  Army  Estimate  (October, 

1899)   

2nd  Supplementary  (1899-1900)  Army  Estimate  {February, 

1900)   

Past  interest  on  Treasury  Bills   

Increase  of  Army  Estimates  (1900-1901)  

Future  interest  on  Treasury  Bills  ...   

Interest  on  War  Loan 
Ist  Supplementary  (1900-1901)  Army  Estimate  {July, 

1900)   

2nd  Supplementary  (1900-1901)  Army  Estimate  {December^ 

1900)   

Interest  on  Loans  ... 


II. — How  the  Money  is  to  be  Raised. 


1. — To  he  raised  by  Taxation, 

Normal  Realised  Surplus  (1899-1900) 
New  Taxation  .. . 

Sinking  Fund  Suspension  in  1900-1901 


£ 

9,335,000 
12,252,000 
4,640,000 

26,227,000 
767,000 


Less  Prospective  Normal  Deficit  (1900- 
1901)   

2. — To  he  raised  hy  Borrotvifig, 

War  Loan  of  £30,000,000  issued  at 
98J  per  cent.,  and  therefore  pro- 
ducing an  actual  sum  of   29,550,000 

Treasury  Bills  and  Exchequer  Bonds  19,875,000 

By  powers  taken  December,  1900     ...  10,500,000 


£ 

10,000,000 

13,000,000 
217,000 

37,797,000 
250,000 
619,000 

7,440,000 

15,500,000 
500,000 

85,323,000 


25,460,000 


59,925,000 
85,385,000 


It  is  estimated  that  this  will  pay  the  war  expenses  up  to  the  end  of 
March,  and  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has 
a  small  balance  of  £62,000  to  play  with. 
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So  far  as  the  future  settlement  of  South 
The  South  African  Africa  is  concerned,  the  question  was  discussed 
Settlement.       in  the  House  of  Commons  on  December  7th,  on 
the   following    Liberal    amendment    on  the 
Address  moved  by  Mr.  Emmott,  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Trevelyan : — 

**  Humbly  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that  it  would  conduce  to  the 
pacification  of  the  conquered  territories,  and  to  the  future  good  relations  of 
the  European  races  in  South  Africa  generally,  if  measures  for  securii^  the 
liberty  and  property  of  those  now  in  arms  who  surrender,  for  the  settlement 
of  those  territories,  and  for  promoting  the  reconcilement  and  well-being  of 
their  inhabitants,  were  announced  at  the  earliest  p>08sible  date.'* 

It  was  on  this  amendment  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  made  a  most 
important  declaration  of  Government  policy.  There  are  to  be  three 
stages  of  the  settlement : — 

(1)  Th>e  Guerilla  Warfare  must  be  ended: — 

In  the  first  place  we  want  to  put  an  end  to  this  guerilla  warfare.  The 
guerilla  warfare  which  is  going  on  is  of  the  most  unsatisfactory  and  most  ud- 
profitable  kind  ;  lives  are  being  lost,  the  country  is  being  ruined,  the  future 
of  the  country  is  bein^  damaged.  I  am  prepared  to  admit  that  we  are  face  ti> 
face  with  the  possibihty  of  something  like  a  famine  in  consequence  of  the 
destruction  caused  not  merely  by  the '  military  operations  on  our  part,  but 
also,  and  I  think  myself  much  more  so,  by  the  operations  of  the  Boers 
themselves." 

(2)  Croton  Colony  Government  :  A  Civil  Administration, 

(3)  Self-Govemment : — 

We  say  there  must  be  an  intermediate  step,  and  for  the  sake  of  giving 
it  a  name  we  call  it  Crown  colony  government,  but  everybody  knows,  who 
knows  anything  of  the  administoition  of  our  colonies,  that  there  are  the 
most  different  kinds  of  Crown  colony  government,  and  therefore  a  little 
further  explanation  may  properly  be  required  before  the  House  will  under- 
stand what  we  mean  by  Cfrown  colony  government.  Our  view  is  that  there 
must  be  these  stages — the  pacification,  I  will  not  say  the  absolute  and  com- 
plete pacification,  but  a  much  greater  pacification  of  the  country  than  hat> 
yet  taken  place ;  then  must  come  Crown  colony  government,  which  really 
means  civil  as  opposed  to  military  administration  ;  and  only  after  that  ha^ 
been  tried  can  solf -government  be  adopted." 

The  following  are  the  chief  features  of  the  civil  administration  whidi 
it  is  proposed  to  set  up  as  soon  as  the  country  can  be  said  to  be 
pacified  sufficiently  : — 

(a)  Sir  Alfred  Milner  is  to  be  Governor  of  the  Transvaal  and 
Orange  River  Colony. 

(b)  There  is  to  be  a  Lieiitenant  Governor  (Major  Goold-Adams)  of 
the  Orange  River  Colony. 

(c)  The  Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor  are  to  be  assisted  by  an 
Executive  Council  to  consist,  at  all  events,  of  the  principal  officers  of 
Government. 

(d)  Municipal  self-government  is  to  be  accorded  at  once  to  Pretoria, 
Bloemfontein,  Johannesburg,  and  probably  some  other  centres. 

(e)  Local  opinion  is  to  be  consulted  as  far  as  possible  : — 
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**I  want  to  assure  both  sides  of  the  House  that  the  principle  on  which 
we  shall  act  in  connection  with  this  administration  is  the  necessity — ^the 
desirability,  of  course,  but  the  necessity— of  consulting  local  opinion  as  far 
as  that  is  possible,  of  disturbing  as  little  as  possible  anything  in  the  nature 
of  local  custom,  or  local  law,  or  local  practice.  So  far  as  we  can  we  shall  be 
guided  by  a  desire  to  leave  things,  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  especially,  as 
they  were.  I  am  not  alluding  to  the  Transvaal  without  the  qualincation  that 
there,  of  course,  we  shall  have  to  make  very  great  alterations  in  connection 
with  the  complaints  which  were  the  original  cause  of  the  war.  In  further 
pursuance  of  this  policy  we  lay  it  down  as  our  duty,  we  admit  it  to  be  our 
duty,  wherever  we  can  with  safety  to  the  States  and  with  proper  considera- 
tion to  the  real  interests  of  the  population,  to  appoint  natives  (i.e. ,  Afrikanders) 
to  all  the  posts  in  the  Administration." 

In  comment  on  this  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  said : — 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  sketched  a  future  scheme  of  government  for 
those  two  colonies.  For  the  most  part  that  scheme  of  government  appeared 
to  be  very  much  what  we  should  desire  to  see  adopted,  but  I  cannot  accept 
it  until  we  see  its  full  details.  We  are  not  expected  to  do  so  ;  but,  putting 
that  aside,  there  was  in  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  speech  an  acceptance  of 
the  general  principle  which  we  wish  to  ei^orce  for  the  approval  of  tne  House 
and  for  the  adoption  of  the  Grovemment." 

The  amendment  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 


Me.  Chamberlain's  several  other  exceedingly  im- 

^  Declarations       portant  declarations  in  Mr.  Chamberlain's 
speech,  from  which  we  extract  the  following : — 

(1)  Farm  Burning. 
I  cannot  at  this  moment  give  to  the  House  exact  information  as  to  the 
number  of  farmhouses  that  have  been  destroyed,  but  we  have  telegraphed 
for  it,  and  Lord  Kitchener  informs  us  that,  though  very  difficult,  he  thinks 
it  may  be  possible  for  him  to  give  some  statistical  information  upon  the 
subject.  I  cannot  contradict  tins  anonymous  information.  I  can  only  say 
that  I  shall  be  very  much  surprised  if  it  does  not  turn  out  to  be  most  grossly 
exaggerated.  I  think  I  ought  to  make  another  observation  on  that  point, 
not  in  mitigation  of  any  ju^ment  passed  upon  the  policy  of  burning  farm- 
houses, but  in  order  to  show  the  House  that  the  matter  is  not  quite  so 
important  from  an  economic  standpoint  as  hon.  members  think.  A  farm- 
house in  the  Transvaal  is  in  many  cases  little  better  than,  if  so  good  as,  a 
labourer's  cottage  in  this  country,  and  accordingly  the  pecuniary  damage 
done  is  really  not  so  very  great.  But  that  does  not  justify  the  burning — 
the  mere  fact  that  the  loss  is  small — but  it  does  render  me  less  pessimistic 
about  the  consequences  than  the  hon.  member  appears  to  be.  The  House 
will  bear  in  mind  that  Lord  Roberts's  proclamation  was  to  the  effect  that,  in 
the  first  instance,  general  officers  were  authorised  to  bum  down  farmhouses 
as  a  punishment  in  cases  in  which  they  were  used  as  fortified  places  or  places 
for  the  concealment  of  arms,  or  in  which  the  white  flag  had  been  improperly 
used,  or  where  they  had  been  the  scenes  of  gross  treachery  and  of  acts  con- 
trary to  the  laws  of  war.  As  a  matter  of  right  and  morality,  the  Grovem- 
ment  are  prepared  to  sustain  Lord  Roberts  absolutely.  The  question  of 
policy  is  always  one  that  may  be  open  to  consideration — that  is  to  say,  a 
better  punishment  might  be  found.    The  punishments  by  the  laws  of  war 
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include  death,  and  it  may  be  aivued  that  a  personal  punishment,  ev&i  of 
the  most  severe  character,  would  be  more  likely  to  prevent  the  acts  of  which 
we  complain  than  the  burning  down  of  a  farmhouse.  But  as  to  the  moral 
right  to  punish  men  guilty  of  these  offences  we  have  not  the  slightest  doubt. 
Then  Lord  Roberts  was  placed  in  the  most  difficult  position  in  which  a 
general  could  possibly  be  placed.  He  had  his  base  1,500  miles  away  at  lea^ 
from  his  front,  through  a  most  difficult  country,  and  he  was  served  only  by 
a  single  line  of  railway,  and  any  catastrophe  to  the  railway  might  have 
meant  a  catastrophe  to  the  whole  army.  It  is  aU  very  weU  to  talk  of 
humanity,  but  you  must  take  first  account  of  our  own  people.  Now,  sir,  it 
was  of  the  first  importance,  it  was  the  clear  duty  of  Lord  Roberts,  to  ti^e 
any  steps  in  his  power  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  the  line  and  the 
danger  which  would  thereby  accrue  to  his  force,  and  he  accordingly 
issued  a  proclamation  that  in  the  case  of  the  destruction  of  the  Ime 
persons  in  the  vicinity  would  be  held  responsible  and  that  farmhouses  in  the 
vicinity  might  be  destroyed.  We  understood  his  proclamation  to 
mean  that  he  would  require  evidence  of  some  complicity  on  the 
part  of  the  persons  whose  farmhouses  were  destroyed.  (Mb.  T. 
Healy  :  There  were  no  such  vx)rds  in  the  proclamntu/ii.)  I  am  not 
saying  that  the  words  are  exactly  to  that  effect.  I  am  saying  what  we  under- 
stood, and  we  inquired  the  other  day,  when  the  matter  assumed  greater 
importance,  whether  the  construction  we  placed  upon  the  proclamation  was 
true,  and  we  have  a  reply  from  Lord  Kitchener,  who  has  now  taken 
place  of  Lord  Roberts,  that  we  are  perfectly  right  in  that  assumption.  Now, 
therefore,  we  are  reduced  to  the  question  whether  it  is  necessary  in  any  way 
to  alter  the  practice  of  our  generals  with  regard  to  the  burning  of  farmhouses 
in  these  definite  cases — cases  of  people  guilty  of  acts  against  the  usages  of 
war,  or  treachery,  or  of  people  involved  in  the  destruction  of  the  line  of 
communication.  Let  me  say  that  since  the  proclamation  was  ordered  no 
doubt  the  situation  has  to  a  certain  extent  changed,  because  the  {xisitdon  of 
the  British  forces  ia  certainly  much  stronger  than  it  was  at  that  time  ;  that 
is  to  say,  although  there  is  still  all  this  skirmishing  going  on,  regular  warfare 
has  practically  ceased.  Therefore  it  is  open  to  the  General  now  in  command 
to  reconsider  his  position  and  substitute  otheJr  punishments,  if  he  thinks  it 
right  to  do  so.  The  hon.  member  who  moved  the  resolution  said,  I  think, 
that  for  his  part  he  was  content  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands  of  the 
military  authorities,  and  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  the  Grovemment  is  bound 
to  leave  this  large  discretion  in  their  hands.  But  the  House  may  rest 
assured  that  both  the  GU)vemment  and  all  the  Grenerals  in  the  field,  including 
Lord  Kitchener,  the  Commander-in-Chief,  are  of  opinion  that  this  partdcukr 
punishment  should  be  used  as  sparingly  as  possible.  They  r^ret  that  there 
should  ever  have  been  occasion  for  employing  it,  and  they  hope  that  to 
whatever  extent  it  may  have  been  employed  in  the  past — and  they  believe 
the  extent  has  been  very  much  exaggerated — in  the  future  it  will  be  employed 
still  less  than  in  the  past." 

(2)  The  Boer  Losses  in  Stock. 

**  Then  the  hon.  member  went  on  to  say  that  he  thought  it  would  be  wdl 
if  we  gave  an  intimation  to  the  Boers  in  which  we  should  promise  them  com- 
pensation for  farms  destroyed  for  military  purposes,  and  that  we  should  teU 
the  prisoners  who  are  now  abroad  that  similar  compensation  would  be  made 
to  them  for  any  damage  which  was  done  to  their  property  during  their 
absence.  I  do  not  think  the  hon.  member  can  quite  have  appreciated  what 
would  be  the  result  of  such  a  statement  as  that.  To  begin  with,  we  shoold 
be  giving  to  the  Boers  who  have  been  in  arms  against  us  a  great  deal  more 
than  we  are  giving  to  any  of  our  own  subjects.    Up  to  the  present  time  the 
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Government  has  not  undertaken,  has,  indeed,  repudiated,  any  liability 
whatever  for  any  damage  done  to  property  in  the  Transi^uU  and  in  the 
Orange  River  Colony  belonging  to  British  subjects.  The  view  taken  is  that 
when  a  man  goes  from  his  own  country  to  a  strange  country  and  there  suffers 
damage  from  acts  of  war  he  is  not  entitled  to  go  to  his  own  country  and  de- 
mand compensation.  Well,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  if  we  repudiate  com- 
pensation to  British  subjects — Englishmen  and  others — whose  property  may 
hav6  been  destroyed  or  damaged  during  the  war,  either  by  the  Boers  or  by 
our  military  operations,  we  cannot  offer  it  to  those  who  have  been  in  arms 
against  us.  Then  the  hon.  gentleman  went  on  to  say  that  wc  ought  to  give 
money  for  restoring  the  condition  of  the  country.  As  I  understood,  he  has 
in  view  only  one  form  of  spending  the  money.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
suggests  that  this  money  is  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  British  tax- 
payer, but  if  so  the  proposal  is  that  we  are  to  vote  a  very  considerable  sum 
of  money  for  setting  up  again  in  business  everybody  who  complains  that  he 
has  been  injured  in  the  course  of  the  war,  even  although  the  injury  is  entirely 
due  to  his  own  action  or  the  action  of  those  who  represent  him.  I  must  say 
I  think  that  is  a  very  strong  proposal,  and  I  venture  to  think  that,  no 
matter  what  the  Colonial  Secretary  might  do,  there  is  no  chance  whatever 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  listen  to  it  for  a  moment.  My 
answer  to  the  next  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member  may,  perhaps,  be  more 
satisfactory  to  him.  He  says :  *  When  you  come  to  a  full  and  peaceful 
possession  of  the  country  you  will  find  yourselves  face  to  face  with  an 
economic  crisis.'  I  do  not  know — I  hope  he  is  pessimistic  in  that  view  ;  but 
if  we  do,  undoubtedly  it  must  be  the  duty  of  the  Grovemment  of  these 
colonies  to  deal  Mrith  it,  and  they  must  deal  with  it  out  of  the  funds  of  the 
colonies,  not  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  British  taxpayer.  Whenever  a  civil 
administration  is  established  in  South  Africa  no  doubt  the  financial  and 
fiscal  part  of  its  labours  will  be  amongst  its  most  important  work.  The 
hon.  gentleman  cheers.  What  does  he  mean  ?  He  is  one  of  those  who  have 
said,  and  probably  truly,  that  there  is  great  wealth  in  the  Transvaal.  But,  if 
there  is  great  wealth  in  the  Transvaal,  then  there  is  a  great  source  of  taxa- 
tion." 

(3)  The  Policy  of  Proclamation, 

If  we  can  do  anything  more  in  this  direction  we  are  willing  to  do  it ; 
and  I  confess  that,  for  my  part,  I  am  not  satisfied  not  to  try.  Therefore  I  may 
inform  the  House  that  I  have  already  communicated  with  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
suggesting  a  form  of  proclamation  and  asking  for  his  opinion  about  it  and 
suggesting  also  that  this  proclamation  should  be  printed,  not  only  in  English 
and  Dutch,  as  previous  proclamations  have  been,  but  in  taal,  the  patois 
language  which  is  the  only  one  many  Boers  understand.  I  have  asked  also 
for  suggestions  as  to  the  people  who  would  be  likely  to  have  the  most 
reasonable  influence  with  the  Boer  leaders.  I  assure  the  House,  on  the  pt^ 
of  the  Grovemment,  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  our  part.  We  entertain 
absolutely  no  vindictive  feelings  whatever  towards  the  men  who  have  been  in 
arms  against  us.  We  recognise,  as  far  as  the  great  majority  of  them  are  con- 
cerned, that  they  have  carried  on  war  with  great  distinction,  as  far  as  personal 
gallantay  is  concerned,  and  have  shown  the  greatest  consideration  for  the 
wounded  and  prisoners  who  have  fallen  into  their  hands.  There  have  been 
exceptions.  1  do  not  want  to  dweU  upon  them,  but  speaking  of  the  great 
mass,  we  do  not  at  all  complain  of  the  way  in  which  they  have  carried  on 
this  war.  They  are  brave  foes,  and  they  should  be  treated  as  brave  foes ; 
and  it  is  in  that  spirit  that  we  should  approach.'' 

We  welcome  this  declaration  by  Mr.  Chamberlain.  It  is  the  more 
remarkable  because  on  the  previous  day  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  Lords 
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and  Mr.  Balfour  in  the  Commons  had  proved  conclusively  (to  their 
own  satisfaction)  that  a  further  proclamation  would  not  and  could  not 
effect  any  good  object.   But  the  proclamation  has  not  yet  been  issued. 


Pteference  was  made  in  both  Houses  to- the 
The  Dissolution,    circumstances  under  which  the  Dissolution  took 
place.    The  Liberal  party  protested  strongly 
against  an  appeal  to  the  country,  deliberately  made,  without  any 
compelling  necessity,  on  a  stale  register.    Here  is  Lord  Salisbury's 
remarkable  defence  (House  of  Lords,  December  6th) : — 

''The  objection  to  the  diBSolution  in  the  extreme  winter  is  that  pec^e 
have  to  travel  long  distances,  and  that  they  suffer  considerably  in  doin^  so. 
The  objection  to  a  dissolution  in  the  summer  is  that  at  that  time  members 
are  engaged  upon  their  legislative  duties,  which  are  cut  short  by  an  appeal 
to  the  electors.  I  do  not  say  that  October  is  the  only  month  for  a  di^olu- 
tion,  but  1  think  that  of  all  the  months  it  stands  first.  There  is  less  inter- 
ference with  public  business,  and  less  inconvenience  to  those  who  have  to 
vote.  As  to  the  question  of  the  number  of  electors  on  the  roister,  I  call 
the  noble  lord's  attention  to  the  experience  we  already  have.  If  ray  infor- 
mation is  correct  the  great  change  by  which  the  register  is  affected  takes 
place  at  the  end  of  May.  I  look  back  to  the  various  dissolutions  in  the 
Queen's  reign,  and  I  find — I  will  not  go  into  details — that  quite  two- thirds 
of  them  have  been  subsequent  to  the  month  of  May.  Therefore  this  sacri- 
fice, which  I  have  never  heard  of  before  and  which  I  think  has  been  invented 
for  the  purpose  of  this  election,  was  never  felt  by  our  predecessors.  I  am 
bound  to  say  I  doubt  if  the  noble  earl,  in  his  anxiety  to  dissolve  upon  a  full 
register,  is  entirely  carrying  out  the  intentions  which  Parliament  had  in  the 
legislation  which  actually  exists.  I  presume  that  the  long  residence  which 
is  frequently  required  on  the  part  of  the  elector  is  part  of  the  policy  orPkr- 
liament.  It  is  looked  upon  as  an  advantage  that  those  who  vote  should 
know  something  of  the  locality  in  which  they  live  and  in  which  they  vote. 
The  result  of  the  dissolution  in  October  is  that  those  who  did  vote  were,  so 
far  as  residence  could  confer  a  qualification,  much  more  capable  citizens  for 
the  purpose  of  voting." 

It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  even  Lord  Salisbury  can  take  this 
seriously.  It  only  shows  what  a  hopeless  Tory  he  is,  and  how  out  of 
touch  he  is  with  actual  facts  and  conditions.  In  the  House  of  Commons 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Balfour  indignantly  retorted  to  Sir  Henry 
Campbell-Bannerman  :  — 

**  He  thinks  evidently  that  the  party  which  he  leads  with  audi 
distinguished  ability  suffered  some  unknown  and  undefined  wrong  in  having 
the  election  at  that  time.  Wliat  ground  is  there  for  that  supposition! 
Why  does  the  right  hon.  gentleman  suppose  that  he  and  his  Mends  are 
likely  to  have  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  favoiur  of  the  electors  on 
September  25th  than,  let  us  say,  on  June  25th  or  February  25th?" 

Amusingly  enough  the  answer  was  supplied  almost  whilst  Mr.  Balfour 
spoke  by  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  in  the  House  of  Lords  : — 

**  Thb  Duke  of  Devonshire  :  If  Parliament  had  been  dissolved  in 
January  or  February  instead  of  in  October,  the  result  might  conceivably 
have  been  the  defeat  of  the  present  Grovemment,  and  the  access  to  power  of 
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another ;  and  the  new  Government  would  have  had  to  meet  Parliament 
immediately,  without  having  any  time  whatever  to  consider  the  measures 
which  they  ought  to  bring  forward.  Therefore,  from  the  constitutional 
point  of  view,  it  was  much  more  convenient  that  the  dissolution  should  take 
place  in  October. 

The  Eabl  of  Rosebery  :  Does  the  noble  duke  suggest  that  if  the 
dissolution  had  not  been  taken  in  October  the  GU)vemment  would  have  been 
defeated? 

*'  The  Duke  op  Devonshire  :  It  is  impossible  to  say  what  (government 
would  have  been  returned.  It  was  quite  conceivable  in  either  case  that  a 
change  of  Grovemment  might  have  been  brought  about." 

All  this  nonsense  about  October  being  the  constitutional  month  for 
Dissolution  amounts,  therefore,  to  this — that  it  was  the  month  which 
best  suited  the  Tory  party. 


Lord  Rosebery  drew  attention  in  the  House 
The  of  Lords  to  the  Rose  poster  (used  in  East 

Rose  Poster.       Cambridgeshire,  and  reproduced  in  the  Novem- 
ber number  of  the  Magazine).    We  notice 
that  in  allusion  to  this  reference  the  Tory  agent  (Mr.  Marner),  speaking 
at  the  Conservative  Club,  Newmarket,  on  December  11th,  said  : — 

"  He  thanked  Lord  Rosebery  also  for  making  him  so  prominent  an  agent, 
as  his  lordship's  remarks  in  the  House  a  day  or  two  ago  had  done.  Had  he 
not  good  reasons  he  would  not  have  put  out  the  poster  referred  to.  He  was 
not,  and  he  did  not  suppose  anyone  in  Elast  Cambs.  was  a  bit  ashamed 
of  it.  ..." 

We  think  much  better  of  East  Cambridgeshire  as  a  whole  than  this  : 
we  are  only  sorry  that  it  should  possess  even  one  unashamed  Mr. 
Mamer. 


Suppose  similar  appointments  to  those  by 
Lord  Salisbury's    the  Prime  Minister  of  members  of  his  family 
Family  Ministry,    had  been  made  by  Mr.  Gladstone.    If  he  had 
selected  five  or  six  members  of  his  own  family 
for  some  of  the  highest  appointments  in  the  Cabinet  and  Government, 
their  names,  relationships,  and  salaries  would  have  been  placarded 
everywhere  during  the  recent  general  election.    If  such  things  would 
have  been  wrong  if  done  under  Mr.  Gladstone's  Government,  how 
could  they  be  justified  now  1 "  These  are  not  our  own  words,  but  those 
of  Mr.  Hartley  in  the  House  of  Commons  on  December  10th,  in  moving 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Address  : —  ^ 

"But  we  humbly  express  our  regret  at  the  advice  given  to  your  Majesty 
by  the  Prime  Minister  in  recommending  the  appointment  of  so  many  of  his 
own  family  to  offices  in  the  Cabinet  and  Government,  as  being  calculated  to 
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diminish  the  responsibility  of  your  Majesty's  Ministers  to  Parliament,  and 
gravely  to  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  public  service." 

Mr.  Bartley  had  good  reason  for  calling  attention  to  what  had 
already  excited  a  great  amount  of  public  criticism  and  diaapprovaL 
The  Stcmdard  has  said  that  Lord  Salisbury  had  to  consider  the 
"  relative  force  "  of  various  considerations  in  forming  a  Ministry — well, 
here  is  the  result  of  "  relative  force  "  in  giving  office  to  Lord  SaJisbuiys 
relations : — 


Office. 

Rel&tion  to 

Lord 
^^alisbury. 

SaUiy. 

Lord  Salisbury 

Lord  Privy  Seal   

£ 
2,000 

Lord  Cranborne  ... 

Under  -  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affiiirs  

Son 

1,500 

Earl  of  Selborne  ... 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  ... 

Son-in-law 

4,550 

Mr.  Arthur  Balfour 

First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ... 

Nephew 

5,000 

Mr.  Gerald  Balfour 

President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

Nephew 

2,000 

Relatives  in  Parliament  still  to  be  provided  for  : — 
Lord  Hugh  Cecil,  M.P. 
Mr.  Evelyn  Cecil,  M.P. 

Mr.  Bartley  said  : — 

*'One  fifth  of  the  Cabinet  were  practically  all  members  of  one  family 
party.  How  could  they  expect  independence  of  opinion  ?  They  wanted 
vigour  and  independence  which  could  not  be  expected  in  well-ordered  aons- 
in-law,  sons,  and  even  nephews.  Five  members  of  one  family  put  into  some 
of  the  highest  appointments  made  the  Grovemment  not  one  of  independent 
units  but  practically  of  one  family." 

Mr.  Balfour  attempted  to  defend  the  appointments  but  with  singularly 
little  success.  All  he  could  say  was  that  relatives  often  qnarrelled 
instead  of  agreeing  and  that  the  task  of  forming  a  Ministry  was  the 
most  heartbreaking  and  most  thankless  task  that  could  be  imposed 
upon  any  subject  of  her  Majesty.''  Possibly  this  means  that  relatives 
are  not  polite  enough  even  to  say  "  Thank  you."  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles 
contributed  some  very  searching  comments  to  the  discussion : — 

The  horse  leech  had  daughters,  but  it  was  not  recorded  that  it  had 
sons-in-law  or  nephews.  FinaUy,  there  was  the  important  question  of  the 
ability  of  the  members  to  be  appointed  to  the  Grovemment,  for  there  was  no 
doubt  that  ability  always  lent  a  certain  charm  to  a  Grovemment.  Here,  he 
thought,  his  hon.  friend  had  underrated  the  difficulties  that  beset  the  Prime 
Minister.  When  the  Prime  Minister  was  in  the  House  of  Commons  he 
knew  his  followers,  and  could  judge  for  himself  whether  they  were  men  of 
ability  ;  but  when  he  sat,  like  a  Grand  Llhama,  on  the  red  benches  of 
another  place  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  get  that  knowledge,  and  perhaps  he 
did  not  always  have  adequate  assistance  in  obtaining  it.  In  his  own  family 
circle,  however,  he  did  know  ;  he  was  able  to  detect  there  the  latent  politieal 
talents  and  administrative  qualities  that  might  perhaps  be  unsuspected  by 
persons  outside.    Consequently  by  utilising  this  talent  that  he  did  know  be 
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somewhat  disregarded  the  enormous  amount  of  talent  that  he  did  not  know. 
In  the  case  of  the  Liberal  Unionists,  however,  there  was  no  doubt  he  did  get 
adequate  assistance,  for  their  leaders  were  hard  iighters,  their  claims  were  always 
adequately  pressed — so  much  so,  indeed,  that  really  he  thought  the  Grovem- 
ment  would  soon  become  more  Liberal  Unionist  than  Conservative.  But  it 
was  not  so  bad  as  it  mija;ht  have  been.  The  Grovemment  might  have  been 
filled  with  souls,  Cecus,  sycophants,  and  Socialists,  but  it  was  not  so.  A 
very  large  proportion  of  very  able  men  had  survived  the  reconstruction.  One 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  disclosed  the  method  of  getting  rid  of  people  ;  they 
were  told  to  surrender  their  places  because  vacancies  were  wanted.  The 
right  hon.  member  for  Sleaford  surrendered,  though  he  more  or  less  kept  his 
colors  flying  as  he  marched  out.  He  felt  that  that  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
been  treat^  a  little  ungenerously ;  but  he  had  shown  very  considerable 
dignity,  and  had  given  very  useful  political  information.  Some  members  of 
the  Government  when  summoned  to  surrender  refused ;  they  were  the 
giddy  young  things  of  from  seventy  to  seventy-five,  whose  warlike 
ardour  could  not  be  restrained,  and  it  was  likely  that  they  would 
fly  their  colours  to  the  last.  Li  the  case  of  the  Home  Secretary, 
he  did  not  know  but  that  he  was  taken  neck  and  shoulders  and 
turned  out.  That  was  a  vei-y  hard  thing  for  the  Piime  Minister  to  be  forced 
to  do.  The  Home  Secretary  had  performed  his  duties  with  courage  and 
ability,  and,  although  sometimes  in  the  face  of  considerable  doubt  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  always  with  final  success.  Who  was  the  place  wanted  for  ? 
The  immediate  successor  to  the  office  was  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  but  the  vacancy  thereby  created  was  given  to  the  late  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  for  whom,  in  reality,  the  Home  Secretary  was  turned  out.  That 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  considered  to  be  so  great  a  success  that  he  could 
not  even  be  left  to  Ireland  ;  he  must  be  put  into  this  office,  and  so  into  the 
Cabinet.  Then  there  was  the  surrender  of  Mr.  Groschen.  He  took  it, 
entirely,  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Balfour)  that  there  was  no 
pressure  whatever  put  upon  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.  The  noble 
lord  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Groschen  was  chiefly  remembered  in  that  House 
as  having  introduced,  with  other  scions  of  the  aristocracy,  a  Bill  whose  object 
was  to  enable  them  to  sit  in  either  House  of  Parliament  when  they  liked. 
He  had  nothing  to  say  against  the  noble  lord  personally,  except  this,  that  he 
was  not  the  person  he  should  have  expected  to  have  been  appointed  as  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  at  this  time,  considering  the  very  serious  conditions. 
He  would  not  go  into  the  minor  surrenders.  There  was  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  ; 
they  were  both  made  Privy  Councillors.  The  family  pjirty  in  the  Cabinet 
was  not  so  large,  after  all ;  it  had  only  been  increased  from  two  to  four.  It 
was  only  a  fifth  part  of  the  Cabinet,  that  was  to  say,  the  family  only  repre- 
sented a  fifth  part  of  the  talent  on  all  the  benches  on  that  side  of  the  House 
and  of  the  Government  side  in  the  other  House.  He  believed  there  was  an 
extreme  possibility  that  they  would  all  prove  illustrious  men,  and  perform 
the  greatest  possible  services  to  their  country.  When  Lord  Salisbury 
reflected  that  ne  had  only  foui*  of  them  in  the  Cabinet — though  he  believed 
two  bad  been  appointed  outside  it — he  must  be  astonished  at  his  own 
moderation.  But  it  was  greater  matter  for  astonishment  that,  after  having 
so  provided  for  all  the  talent  that  he  knew  of,  he  found  himself  without  any 
emolument  at  all.  They  had  heard  of  the  pelican  that  fed  its  young  with  its 
own  blood  ;  this  was  an  even  more  moving  example." 

Mr.  Bartley's  motion  was  lost  by  102,  although  (in  the  absence  of 
the  80  Nationalist  members)  the  normal  Government  majority  was 
upwards  of  200. 
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Ministers  and 
Government 
Contracts. 


The  question  of  Ministers  and  Government 
Contracts  was  raised  on  the  Address  by  Mr. 
Lloyd  George,  who  (on  December  10th)  moved 
the  following  amendment: — 


And  we  humbly  beg  to  represent  to  your  Majesty  that  Ministers  the 
Crown  and  members  of  either  House  of  Parliament  holding  subordinate 
office  in  any  public  department  ought  to  have  no  interest  direct  or  indirect 
in  any  firm  or  company  competing  for  contracts  with  the  Crown,  unless,  the 
natui'e  and  extent  of  such  inter^  being  first  declared,  your  Majesty  shall 
have  sanctioned  the  countenance  thereof  and,  when  necessary,  shall  have 
directed  such  precautions  to  be  taken  as  may  eflfectually  prevent  any  suspicion 
of  influence  or  favouritism  in  the  allocation  of  such  contracts." 

Mr.  Chamberlain,  naturally  enough,  took  the  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  his  own  connection  with  the  subject.  The  facts  have  already 
been  summarised  in  the  Magazine  (at  pages  534  and  565)  and  we 
now  give  Mr.  Chamberlain's  apologia.  In  the  first  place,  he  flew  at 
once  to  the  point  of  honour: — 

I  have  never  complained  of  any  attack  made  upon  me  in  a  fair  field 
and  in  regai-d  to  my  public  action  ;  but  this  is  not  a  fair  fight,  and  I  do  think 
it  hard  that,  after  twenty-five  years  of  Parliamentary  service,  I  should  in 
the  full  light  of  day  have  to  stand  up  here  and  explain  to  my  colleagues  on 
both  sides  of  the  House  that  1  am  not  a  thief  or  a  scoundrel." 

It  is  quite  irrelevant,  of  course,  that  no  one  has  called  him  either  the 
one  or  the  other — as  is  pretty  evident  from  the  following : — 

**  When  I  had  time  to  give  to  the  matter,  I  had  these  papers — the  worst 
of  them,  the  gutter  Press — submitted  to  the  highest  legal  authorities  from 
whom  I  could  obtain  the  information.  They  have  advised  me  that  there  is  n«» 
passage  which  they  can  find,  so  carefully  has  all  this  business  been  conducted, 
that  there  is  no  passage  which  they  can  find  which  conveys  a  definite  charge 
upon  which  I  can  proceed.  But  the  fact  remains  that,  although  there  is  no 
charge  which  I  am  able  to  bring  to  the  test  of  a  judicial  tribunal,  there  has 
yet  been  produced,  not  to  any  great  extent  in  this  country,  but  abroad,  an 
impression  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  conduct  which  would  bo  disgraceful  in 
any  man,  not  to  say  in  any  IVfinister." 

Mr.  Chamberlain  first  of  all  stated  what  his  past  shareholding 
experience  had  been  : — 

**  When  I  went  into  public  life  I  gave  up  private  business  altogether.  I 
withdrew  my  capital,  such  as  it  was.  I  had  to  invest  it  somewhere,  but  I 
have  endeavoured  in  the  whole  course  of  my  public  life  to  be  in  the  position  in 
which  Caesar's  wife  should  have  been — to  give  no  cause  even  of  suspicion  to  the 
most  malicious  of  my  opponents.  I  defy  any  one  to  do  more  than  I  did  to 
keep  out  of  investments  that  were  likely  to  bring  me  into  relations  with  the 
Grovernment  or  public  works.  I  will  take  one  case.  At  one  time  I  was  a 
shareholder  in  the  Small  Arms  Company  and  in  another  company,  Kynodis. 
Now,  what  did  I  do  ?  I  sold  out  of  both  companies,  and  I  sold  out  of  them 
at  a  loss  ;  not  that  I  held  that  there  was  any  moral  obligation  on  me  to  do  so — 
not  at  all — but  because,  knowing  the  kind  of  criticism  to  which  I  have  been  so 
frequently  subjected  during  my  public  life,  I  thought  it  desirable  in  the 
work  which  I  had  to  do  that  I  should  not  be  hampered  in  the  discharge  of 
that  work  by  havins  to  reply  to  charges  such  as  these.  That  was  mj 
reason.  I  am  merely  now  stating  the  facts,  and  I  can  assure  the  Hooae 
that  I  am  not  taking  any  credit  for  what  I  did.    But  what  has  been  the 
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result  ?  The  result  I  will  give  to  the  House  in  a  very  few  words.  The 
result  was  that,  when  some  charges  of  the  kind  I  refer  to  were  brought 
against  me  in  the  last  Session  of  the  last  Parliament,  I  was  able  to  say  that 
I  had  no  interest,  direct  or  indirect,  in  the  supplies  of  ammunition  or  of 
warlike  stores  to  the  Grovernment.  Sir,  that  is  perfectly  true.  There  was 
no  possible  exception,  but,  of  course,  when  I  spoke  of  *  indirect  interest '  I 
did  not  mean  the  interest  of  my  relations.  Because,  and  it  is  part  of  my 
statement,  my  brother,  as  is  well  known,  is  chairman  of  Kynochs.'* 

As  Sir  Henry  Campbell-Bannerman  subsequently  pointed  out,  no  one 
ever  thought  of  saying  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  an  "  indirect "  interest 
through  his  brother  ;  but  it  is  different  when  you  have  "  members  of 
your  own  household  directly  benefiting."  Mr.  Chamberlain  then  dealt 
with  the  two  companies  in  which  he  still  holds  shares  : — 

(1)  The  Colombo  Commercial  Company  : — 

'*  I  think  somewhere  about  thirty  years  ago  I  obtained  an  interest  in 
some  coffee  concerns  in  Ceylon.  I  have  long  ceased  to  have  that  interest. 
Both  companies  advised  their  shareholders  that  they  should  develop  their 
business  as  to  the  packing  of  goods  and  things  of  that  kind.  After  these 
recommendations  I  joined  the  company  twenty-three  years  ago.  As  it 
happens,  if  I  wanted  to  get  rid  of  my  shares  I  had  no  means  of  doing  it, 
but  I  did  not  want  to  get  rid  of  them.  I  mean  to  keep  them.  I  know 
nothing  whatever  of  any  change  in  the  business  of  the  company — nothing 
whatever — which,  as  I  have  said,  I  joined  twenty-three  years  ago.  In  an 
emergency,  having  to  provide  for  Boer  prisoners,  without  communicating 
with  the  Colonial  Office,  the  authorities  in  Ceylon  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility gave  an  order  to  this  company  as  well  as  to  others  to  build  a 
certain  number  of  huts  for  the  use  of  the  Boer  prisoners.  As  far  as  I 
understand  about  the  business,  the  contract  was  not  a  large  one.  I  can 
only  speak  from  my  understanding  of  a  telegram  which  has  been  sent  to  me 
from  Ceylon.  I  should  imagine  that  this  contract  amounts  to  about  £6,000. 
.  .  .  Now  I  ask  the  House  to  consider  this  case.  Here  am  I  solemnly 
arraigned  before  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  and  before  the  whole 
nation  because  twenty-three  years  ago  I  invested  in  a  company  from 
which  I  have  been  unable  smce  to  divest  myself  of  my  interest  in  it.  If 
I  wanted,  on  principle,  to  protect  myself,  to  choose  a  company  which 
appeared  to  me  it  would  be  impossible  to  implicate  me — if  I  wanted,  I  say, 
to  choose  a  company  which  would  not  implicate  me  I  think  I  could  not 
^irly  have  chosen  a  better  company  than  this  in  Ceylon." 

(2)  7'he  Birmingham  Tnist  Company  : — 

**  It  is  one  of  the  many  companies  of  that  description  which  exist  in  all 
our  large  towns.  It  is  a  local  concern.  The  chairman  of  the  company  is  a 
highly  respected  Birmingham  alderman,  who  has  a  reputation  for  shrewd- 
ness and  business  capacity,  in  whom  great  confidence  is  felt.  To  him  was 
entrusted  sums  in  the  hope  that  he  would  invest  them  for  me,  but  it  never 
entered  into  my  head  that  he  could  bring  me  into  any  responsibility  for  the 
investments  which  that  company  might  make  without  my  knowledge.  Part 
of  the  business  of  this  compjvny  is  that  it  should  not  disclose  its  investments, 
for  to  disclose  its  affairs  would  destroy  the  chances  of  profits.  These  trust 
companies  are  truly  trust  companies,  because  those  who  put  their  money 
into  them  have  to  trust  the  directors.  I  knew  absolutely  nothing  as  to  the 
nature  of  a  single  investment  that  this  company  had  made  untu  I  was  told 
that  they  held  some  investments  in  Tubes.  If  I  had  been  told  that  I  should 
have  thought  nothing  about  it.    It  was,  I  think,  about  the  time  of  the  cycle 
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boom.  Since  these  imputations  have  been  put  about  I  have  made  inquiri^ 
I  am  told  that  the  Birmingham  Trust  Company  has  £400,000  invested,  and 
that*lhe  value  of  its  investments  a  short  time  ago  in  Tubes  was  £1,500.  It 
was'put  higher  to-night.  I  do  not  know  where  the  information  comes  from, 
but  that  is  the  information  which  I  have  received,  and  the  explanation  of 
the  difference  may  be  that,  as  in  other  cases  that  were  quoted  to-night,  die 
nominal  value  of  the  shares  may  have  been  taken  instead  of  their  actual 
value.  As  an  hon.  friend  of  mine  pointed  out,  these  shares,  which  m« 
nominally  £1  shares,  were  some  time  ago  quoted  on  the  Birmingham 
Stock  Exchange  at  2s.  I  Now,  will  the  House  please  follow  this  out  ?  I 
hold  roughly,  I  do  not  know  exactly,  one-twenty-fifth  part  of  the  capital  of 
the.Birmingham  Trust  CJompany.  It  is  a  very  small  capital — £120,000  or 
something  like  that.  Therefore  my  investment  in  Tubes  is  £60!  Then 
follow  it  a  little  further.  Tubes,  we  are  told,  is  a  company  which  dep»end2» 
absolutely  upon  the  Admiralty — a  company  the  whole  of  whose  business  Is 
done  with  the  Admiralty.  I  am  afraid  to  say  what,  but  only  a  very  small, 
percentage  of  its  business  is  done  with  the  Admiralty.  Tubes  still  makes,  I 
oelieve,  cycle  tubes,  but  when  the  boom  ceased  it  had  to  find  some  other  way 
of  getting  rid  of  its  manufactiu^,  and  it  does  make  boiler  tubes.  But  a  large 
proportion  of  its  trade  is  with  private  contractors  and  not  with  the  Govern- 
ment, and  since  my  brother  has  taken  over  the  business  the  direct  business 
with  the  Admiralty  has  very  considerably  decreased.  So  that  if,  as  was 
kindly  suggested,  my  brother  indicated  to  his  shareholders  that  they  might 
rely  on  his  influence  with  the  Government  to  get  good  orders,  to  raise  Tubes 
to  a  position  of  prosperity,  it  appears  that  he  has  not  carried  out  his  ben^~ 
cent  intention,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  is  so  little  satisfied  with  the 
transactions  with  the  Grovemment  that  he  prefers  to  deal  with  private 
individuals.  Again,  let  me  ask  the  House,  is  it  not  hard  to  have  to  deal  with 
such  rubbish  as  this  ?  Here,  without  my  knowledge,  involuntarily,  by  a 
casual  accident  which  I  could  not  possibly  foresee,  it  appears  that  I,  in 
investing  in  a  neutral  company,  become  interested  to  the  extent  of  £60  in  a 
company  which  does  perhaps  5  per  cent. — I  do  not  know  what  it  is,  but  let 
us  say  5  per  cent.— of  its  business  with  a  Government  Department.  Work 
it  out  arithmetically,  and  it  would  be  found  that  my  interest  in  Grovemment 
contracts  in  this  matter  is  confined  to  a  few  pounds  or  a  few  shillings.*' 

We  should  add  that  Mr.  Austen  Chamberlain  defended  his  interest 
in  Hoskins  and  Co.  by  stating  that  whilst  at  the  Admiralty  he  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  giving  of  Government  contracts. 


Perhaps  the  best  criticism  of  Mr.  Chamber- 
Mr.  McKenna  and  Iain's    speech    and    of  Mr.    Lloyd  George's 
Government      amendment  is  to  be  found  in  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Contracts.        McKenna,  who  was  ^it  will  be  remembered)  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  Committee 
which  considered  the  question  of  War  Office  Contracts : — 

**In  December,  1899,  the  chairman  of  the  Tubes  Company,  Mr.  Arthur 
Chamberlain,  stated  that  the  business  of  the  company  was  largely  conoerDed 
with  the  manufacture  of  tubes  for  the  Admiralty ;  and,  as  regarded  the 
advertising  of  the  Colonial  Secretary's  connection  with  Kynochs,  the  lettcn 
of  introduction  carried  by  travellers  for  the  firm  contained  the  words,  ^  Tou 
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will  be  interested  to  know  that  the  chairman  of  the  company,  Mr.  Arthur 
Chamberlain,  is  brother  of  the  present  Colonial  Secretary.*  He  only  men- 
tioned these  things  as  corrections  of  misstatements  of  fact.  As  showing 
what  was  in  the  official  mind,  he  referred  to  the  answer  of  the  Director  of 
Army  Contracts,  given  before  the  Committee  on  War  Office  Contracts,  that 
Mr.  Houston's  position  as  member  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  a  guarantee 
that  hay  supplied  by  the  company  with  which  he  was  connected  would  be  of 
good  quality.  If  officials  were  inclined  to  that  view,  a  fortiori  that  view 
would  be  strengthened  when  a  company  had  the  support  of  a  member  of  a 
Government.  In  the  examination  by  the  War  Office  Contracts  Committee 
officials  were  asked  why  such  a  large  share  of  orders  for  cordite  was  given  to 
Kynochs.  The  Committee  in  the  end  found  that  the  officials  had  only  been 
actuated  by  good  motives.  But  what  were  the  facts  ?  The  official  witnesses 
stated  as  their  reasons  for  the  preference  shown  the  superiority  of  Kynoch's 
deliveries,  and  stated  every  ground  conceivable  for  the  superiority  of  that 
firm  to  others.  He  believed  that  that  evidence  was  absolutely  honest.  But 
subsequent  evidence  and  cross-examination  showed  that  Kynochs  were 
Iftte  in  their  deliveries  and  that  the  officials  were  wrong  in  every  point. 
The  fact  was  that  when  officials  had  got  to  deal  with  companies  in  which 
they  had  got  the  guarantee  of  great  names  behind  them  their  judg- 
ment and  independence  were  paralysed.  In  view  of  the  evidence 
given  before  the  Committee  it  was  idle  to  dispute  it.  Not  a  shadow  of  a 
suggestion  of  corruption,  however,  was  made  j^igainst  the  Colonial  Secretary 
w  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Although  his  speech  of  1895  had  been 
twice  referred  to  before  the  Colonial  Secretary  rose,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
did  not  refer  to  it  in  his  reply,  and,  as  far  as  that  was  concerned,  he  thought 
his  reply  in  regard  to  Kynochs  was  altogether  unsatisfactory.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  said  in  that  speech  that  he  had  the  Intimate  interest  in  the 
matter,  that  was  the  Kynoch  contracts,  which  as  representing  his  constituents 
he  might  be  expected  to  have.  But  Kynochs  never  manufactured  an  ounce 
of  cordite  in  or  near  Birmingham  ;  one  factory  was  in  Ireland  and  the  other 
on  the  Thames.  Moreover,  he  had  seen  a  list  of  the  shareholders,  and  was 
well  within  the  mark  in  saying  that  of  all  the  shareholders  in  Birmingham 
and  the  neighbourhood  by  far  the  largest  were  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his 
own  relatives.  Outside  Birmingham  they  were  drawn  from  all  over  the 
country.  That  was  a  most  unfortunate  speech.  As  for  the  mere  verljal 
criticism  of  the  amendment  made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  could  only 
have  been  induced  to  make  it  by  the  fact  of  not  having  read  the  amend- 
ment.   He  hoped  the  House  would  accept  the  rule." 


In  order  to  get  rid  of  Mr.  Chaplin  and  to 
The  Eviction  op    get  his  post  vacant  for  "  re-construction  "  pur- 
Mr.  Chaplin.       poses,  Lord  Salisbury  had  to  evict  him.  The 
story  is  told  by  Mr.  Chaplin  himself  in  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Reeve-King,  the  President  of  the  Sleaford  Division  Conservative 
Association.    Mr.   Reeve-King  wrote   to  Mr.  Chaplin,  expressing 
surprise  at  his  resignation  and  enclosing  the  following  resolution  : — 

''This  committee,  having  learnt  with  extreme  regret  that  Mr.  Chaplin  has 
resigned  his  office  of  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  which  he 
has  filled  with  conspicuous  success  during  the  late  Administration,  and  that 
it  is  also  rumoured  that  he  intends  to  retire  from  the  representation  of  the 
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Sleaford  Division,  resolves  that  this  committee,  while  not  presuming  to 
question  Mr.  Chaplin's  decision  upon  his  retirement  from  her  Maje^s 
Government,  is  greatly  concerned  that  the  weight  of  his  support  as  a  Cabinet 
Minister  cannot  be  continued  to  the  important  agricultural  interests  with 
which  he  has  been  so  long  and  so  prominently  connected,  but  earnestly 
entreats  him  to  reconsider  any  resolutions  he  may  have  formed  for  with- 
drawing from  the  representation  of  this  division." 

Here  is  Mr.  Chaplin's  reply  : — 

"Stafford  House,  London,  S.W.,  November  30th,  1900. 
"My  dear  Rebve-Kino,— I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  27th.  It 
is  couched  in  terms  for  which  I  warmly  thank  you  ;  and  I  beg  you  will 
convey  to  the  many  friends  on  whose  oehalf  you  write  how  greatly  I 
am  touched  by  the  generous  and  kindly  sentiments  which  they  express 
towards  me. 

"  I  cannot  say  with  truth  that  I  am  surprised  at  much  which  you  tell  me 
in  your  letter,  for  the  announcement  of  my  resignation  immediately  after  the 
election  was  wholly  inconsistent  with  almost  everything  that  I  had  said  in 
the  election  addresses  you  refer  to,  and  which  you  are  aware  I  made  at  more 
than  forty  meetings  in  the  different  Lincolnshire  constituencies  during  the 
campaign. 

"When  you  tell  me,  therefore,  that  it  has  taken  my  supporters  and  my 
friends  complotely  by  surprise,  and  that  *  it  was  believed  I  was  prepared  to 
continue  my  work  in  Parbament  on  your  behalf,  and  as  a  memoer  of  the 
Grovemment  to  support  the  interests  with  which  I  have  been  so  long 
connected,'  I  can  perfectly  understand  it,  for  undoubtedly  those  were  the 
intentions  which  I  repeatedly  expressed ;  and  I  confess  I  think  that  some 
explanation  is  due  both  to  them  and  to  yourself  for  this  sudden  and  apparent 
change  on  my  part. 

"Very  briefly,  it  is  this  : — 

"  A  few  days  after  the  elections  were  over  I  received  a  communication 
from  the  Prime  Minister,  in  which  for  the  first  time  ho  acquainted  me  witJi 
his  intention  to  reconstruct  the  Gx>vemment. 

"Whether  this  decision  was  the  result  of  matured  consideration,  or  the 
sudden  inspiration  of  the  moment  after  the  elections  were  completed,  I  am 
not  aware.  But  at  the  same  time  he  informed  me  that  for  the  purposes  of 
the  reconstruction  which  he  conteniplated  the  surrender  of  the  office  whidi 
I  held  and  my  retirement  from  the  Government  would  be  essential. 

"  'Not  because  the  existing  tenant  of  the  office  was  condemned,' but 
chiefly,  as  I  gathered,  because  of  the  necessity  of  *  creating  vacancies  for 
others,  which  could  only  be  provided  by  some  resignations.' 

"  Upon  the  wisdom  of  that  course  it  was  of  course  for  the  l^Iinister 
primarily  responsible  for  the  Government  of  the  country — not  for  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  Cabinet — to  judge,  and  although  by  refusing  to  resign 
it  is  conceivable  that  I  might  have  remained  a  member  of  the  Government^ 
and  although  in  some  quarters  I  was  urged  to  do  this,  I  believe  you  will 
agree  that  the  more  dignified  and  proper  course  was  that  which  I  adopted— 
viz.,  to  tender  to  the  Prime  Minister  my  resignation. 

"  At  the  same  time,  I  felt  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  or  any  one 
to  reconcile  the  statements  I  had  made  during  the  election  with  my  immediate 
resignation  the  moment  it  was  over.  I  stipulated,  therefore,  in  resigning, 
after  stating  my  position,  for  permission  to  explain  the  circumstances  under 
which,  it  had  been  made,  if  I  should  think  it  right  or  necessary  at  any  time 
to  do  so. 

"Such  an  explanation  I  consider  is  Cfilled  for  by  the  letter  and  the 
resolution  which  I  have  received  from  you  ;  and  now  that  it  is  before  you  I 
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trust  that  my  decision  in  a  position  of  some  difficulty,  and  as  far  as  I  know 
without  precedent,  will  commend  itself  to  the  judgment  of  my  friends. 

With  regard  to  the  representation  of  the  Sleaford  Division,  and  the 
rumours  of  my  intention  to  resign  the  seat,  they  are  not  unnatural  perhaps 
under  all  the  circumstances.  Ttiey  may  also  be  connected  with  an  offer 
which  the  Prime  Minister  was  good  enough  to  make  me,  and  which  would 
necessitate  that  course,  were  I  to  accept  it. 

"But  I  am  well  aware  of  what  you  tell  me — viz.,  the  gravity  of  the 
agricultural  outlook  for  too  many  of  my  constituents  in  the  present  season, 
which  has  so  disastrously  affected  many  districts  in  the  county,  and  I  feel 
that  I  should  ill  requite  the  never-failing  kindness  they  have  shown  me  for 
so  many  years  if  I  declined  at  such  a  moment  to  respond  to  the  earnest 
appeal  which  is  made  to  me  through  you. 

**  Under  these  circumstances,  1  cannot  refuse  to  accede  to  their  request, 
and  I  will  ask  you  to  make  it  known  to  my  constituents  at  Sleaford,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  which  they  send  me,  that,  for  the  present  at  all  events,  1 
shall  be  proud  to  continue  to  the  best  of  my  abdity  to  represent  their 
division  in  the  House  of  Ck)mmons. 

**  I  am,  yours  very  truly, 

**Hknby  Chaplin." 

Certainly  nothing  more  becomes  Mr.  Chaplin's  tenure  of  office  than 
his  mode  of  leaving  it. 


We  give  below  the  figures  relating  to  the 
British  Trade,    imports  and  exports  for  August,  September, 
October,  and  November,  along  with  a  table 
showing  the  year's  trade  to  date,  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
during  1899:—  ' 

August.  ! 


j  1900. 

1889. 

Increase.     |  Decrease. 

1  ^ 

Exports   1  24,984,623 

Re-ex  ports  of  Foreign  1 1 

and              \\  5,409,379 
Colonial  Merchandise  j  | 

£ 

40,693,398 
22,258,638 

5,053,733 

£ 

1,403,661 
2,726,085 

355,646 

£ 

72,491,061 

68,005,669 

4,485,392 

September. 

1900. 

1889. 

Increase,    j  Deoreaae^ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  y 
Oolonial  Merchandise  J 

£ 

41,232,852 
24,569,811 

4,430,284 

£ 

38,721,079 
22,374,807 

4,660,557 

£ 

2,511,773 
2,185,004 

£ 

230,273 

70,222,947 

65,756,443 

i^ee4,466,504 
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OCTOBBB. 


1900. 

1889.      1  Increase. 

Imports   ••••••••••••• 

Renozporta  of  Foreign  | 
and 

Colonial  Merchandise  j 

£ 

48,495,608 
24,742,930 

4,986,429 

£ 

44,130,818 
23,699,021 

5,560,851 

£ 

4,364,790 
1,043,909 

£ 

574,422 

Total  

78,224,967 

73,390,690 

^eM,834,277 

NOVKMBER. 

1900.       1       1899.            Decrease.    |  iDcreaw. 

£               £               £  £ 

Exports                         24,624,649     24,571,940  62,709   

Re-exports  of  Foreign  ^                    i  ' 

and             \     5,013,255  i     5,169,512    166,257 

Colonial  Merchandise  j  | 

Total  

79,371,634 

73,986,263  !xVe/5, 385,371  ,   

Year's  Trade  to  Date. 

For  the  eleven  months  ending 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Nov.  30th,  1900. 

Nov.  30th,  1899. 

£ 

444,339,264 
242,622,158 

59,393,658 

£ 

477,425,817 
272.700,726 

58,042,682 

£ 

33,086,553 
30,078,568 

£ 

Re-exports  of  Foreign  \ 
and  j- 
Colonial  Merchandise; 

1,360,976 

Total  '  808,169,225 

746,355,080  |i^em,814,145 

— — 

As  was  only  to  be  expected,  there  was  a 
The  National  Union  good  deal  of  rejoicing  at  the  Annual  Conf^e^ 
OF  Conservative      ence  (on   December  18th)  of  the  National 
Associations.        Union  of  Conservative  Associations.    But  the 
Conference,  even  so,  was  uneasy.   It  impressed 
upon  the  Government  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  Old- Age  Pensioii 
pledge  made  in  1895,  and  it  is  interesting  in  this  connection  that 
Tories  should  admit  this  pledge  to  be  still  in  existence,  uncancelled 
by  the  1900  election.    Mr.  H.  S.  Foster  said 
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''At  the  last  General  Election  there  was  no  criticism  amongst  those 
offered  to  them,  about  which  they  felt  it  more  necessary  to  give  explanations, 
and  as  to  which  they  felt  more  difficulty  than  this.  They  were  continually 
asked  why,  in  the  past  five  years,  nothing  had  been  done  to  legislate  on  the 
subject.    The  answer,  to  experts,  was  simple." 

At  one  time  it  was  Mr.  Chamberlain's  scheme  itself  that  was  "so 
simple";  now  it  is  the  reason  for  there  being  no  scheme.  Colonel 
Chaloner,  in  supporting  this  resolution,  said : — 

*'  One  of  the  ways  in  which  we  could  repay  the  agricultural  labourer  for 
what  he  had  suffered  through  our  Free  Tinde  policy  would  be  to  institute 
a  system  of  Old- Age  Pensions." 

But  has  the  agricultural  labourer  suffered  owing  to  Free  Trade  ]  As 
a  fact  he  is  a  great  deal  better  ofi^  even  with  agricultural  depression^ 
than  he  was  in  the  old  days  of  Protection. 


Nothing  is  to  be  more  regretted,  in  the 
The  Government    interests  of  our  public  life,  than  the  careless- 
AND  THE  ness  of  Lord  Salisbury  in  not  insisting  upon 

Stock  Exchange,  certain  obvious  safeguards.  He  has  permitted 
his  colleagues  to  retain  their  Directorships — 
despite  the  excellent  example  set  him  by  Mr.  Gladstone  and  Lord 
Rosebery  from  1892  to  1895;  and  he  has  invited  to  his  Ministry  a 
member  of  the  Stock  Exchange  in  the  person  of  Lord  Hardwicke. 
So  that  we  do  the  latter  no  injustice,  here  are  the  circumstances  of  his 
j^pointment  (to  the  Indian  Under-Secretaryship)  as  given  by  himself 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  on  December  14th  : — 

About  a  month  ago  the  noble  marquis  the  Prime  Minister  offered  me 
this  appointment.  I  pointed  out  to  him  through  his  private  secretary  and 
personally  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India,  though  I  would  undertake  to 
relinquish  all  active  share  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  firm  in  which 
I  am  a  partner,  I  could  not  undertake  to  sever  my  connection  with  that  firm  ; 
and,  my  lords,  I  will  explain  why.  Eighteen  or  twenty  years  ago  a  private 
Bill  was  passed  through  Parliament,  known  as  the  Hardwicke  Estates  Act. 
This  Bill  transferred  to  trustees  the  administration  of  the  estate,  and  it 
seems  almost  like  the  irony  of  fate  that  after  ten  years  these  estates  passed 
into  the  hands  of  mortgagees,  who  became  the  possessors  of  all  that  Act  was 
passed  to  secure  to  myself.  I  was  left  without  a  shilling  and  I  had  to  con- 
ader  what  I  should  do  and  which  way  I  should  turn.  I  decided  to  embark 
on  a  career  in  the  City,  and  it  is  eight  years  since  my  connection  with  my 
present  firm  commenced.  I  do  not  say,  my  lords,  that  the  course  I  elected 
to  pursue  was  the  only  course  open  to  a  peer  who  early  in  life  finds  himself 
involved  in  financial  embarrassment.  I  am  told  there  are  pleasanter  and 
easier  methods  of  rehabilitating  one's  fortunes  than  by  working  for  a  living  ; 
but  however  that  may  be,  I  took  that  course,  and  I  am  very  glad  of  the 
connection  I  have  had  with  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  In  that  way  a  man 
can  gain  an  experience  and  a  knowledge  of  men  and  matters  that  is  not 
easily  obtainable  elsewhere.  The  plain  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  I  cannot 
afford  to  cut  off  my  connection  with  the  City  for  the  sake  of  a  few  years  of 
office — no,  not  even  to  oblige  the  noble  earl.    What,  therefore,  I  decided 
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and  anranged  is  this,  I  remain  a  partner  in  my  firm  and  remain  a  member 
the  Stock  Exchange,  and  I  have  a  right  in  the  future  to  return  to  it ;  bat  in 
the  meantime  I  shall  never  enter  the  Stock  Exchange  and  I  shall  take  no 
active  pait  of  any  kind  in  the  conduct  of  the  business  of  the  firm/' 

Much  of  this  is  highly  creditable  to  Ijord  Hardwicke,  and  indeed  he 
cannot  be  blamed  for  accepting  what,  none  the  less,  Lord  Salisbury 
ought  never  to  have  offered.  But  the  objections  to  the  appointnoent 
remain,  as  Lord  Rosebery  said,  after  Lord  Hardwicke's  apologia  as  they 
had  done  before  it : — 

**  I  do  not  mean  in  saying  that  to  disparage  the  Stock  Exchange.  Many 
of  my  friends  are  connected  with  the  Stock  Exchange,  and  I  know  how  high 
and  honourable  a  pursuit  it  is,  or  it  may  be.  But  that  is  not  the  point. 
The  point  is  whether  connection  with  a  firm  on  the  Stock  Exchange  is  or  is 
not  compatible  with  the  position  of  a  Minister  of  the  Crown.  It  has  never 
been  so  tield  in  the  past,  and  I  hope  it  will  never  be  so  held  in  the  future, 
because,  though  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the  noble  earl  is  as  incapable  of 
misusing  his  position  as  Minister  of  the  Crown  as  any  of  those  who  have 
occupied  that  nigh  and  honourable  position,  yet  it  is  unfitting  in  these  days 
that  there  should  be  any  circumstances  connected  with  a  Ministry  of 
Crown  which  should  in  any  degree  lend  the  slightest  foundation  to  any 
suspicion  afiecting  their  honour  as  Ministers." 

Lord  Salisbury  waxed  very  indignant,  and  pretended  tliat  if  you 
excluded  the  Stock  Exchange,  he  had  not  enough  raw  material  out  <^ 
which  to  make  Ministers  :  — 

**  After  all,  you  must  remember  that  the  field  of  selection  is  small  in  our 
country.  We  are  the  only  country  where  Ministers  are  chosen  either  from 
this  or  from  the  other  House  of  Parliament ;  and  if  you  add  to  the  difficulty 
which  that  circumstance  involves  the  further  condition  that  no  one  who  haw 
an^  special  connection  with  any  form  of  commercial  business  is  capable  <if 
being  selected,  then  I  believe  that  you  not  only  inflict  a  very  undeserved 
stigma  upon  a  vei-y  honourable  profession  but  you  diminish  our  power  cf 
finding  servants  who  are  capable  of  serving  the  Queen  in  her  administoitive 
oflices.  Remember  that  the  difficulty  in  our  Administration  and  the 
difficulty  in  Parliament  is  not  that,  on  the  whole,  people  know  too  much 
about  business,  but  that  they  know  too  little,  that  tney  belong  generally  to 
classes  of  society  not  brought  into  contact  with  business  ;  and  I  hold  it  to  be 
a  positive  evil  if  you  do  anything  which  will  discourage  mercantile  men  of 
high  standing  from  taking  part  in  the  service  of  the  Crown." 

Perhaps  the  best  commentary  on  this  nonsense  (it  cannot  be 
called  anything  else)  is  the  comment  of  the  Standard  next  day 
(December  15th) : — 

As  regards  Lord  Hardwicke  himself,  our  only  doubt  is  whether  it  wv^ 
quite  judicious  on  his  part  to  accept  an  administrative  post  which  can  in  the 
ordinary  course  of  things  only  be  held  for  a  few  years,  but  may,  neverthe- 
less, last  long  enough  to  do  some  detriment  to  his  commercial  interests.  (>n 
the  larger  subject  of  the  legitimacy  or  propriety  of  such  appointments  as 
this  we  think  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  what  is  felt  by  the  country,  or 
what  ought  to  be  said.  Lord  Salisbury  was  unquestionably  right  in  insisting 
on  the  advantage  of  securing  business  capacity  in  choosing  occupants  for 
Government  posts.  It  is  true,  also,  as  he  said,  that  a  Prime  Minister  is 
limited  in  his  selection  to  members  of  one  or  other  House  of  Parliament. 
Yet  we  are  sure  that  the  great  majority  of  Englishmen  do  not  ctmsider  it 
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desirable  that  there  should  be  an  intimate  connection  between  the  tenants 
of  Ministerial  offices  and  certain  fomis  of  commercial  activity,  even  though 
they  are  honourable  and  useful  in  themselves.  Allowing,  too,  that  a  Prime 
Minister  is  hampered  by  the  obligation  to  find  his  Under  Secretaries  among 
those  who  combine  some  practical  experience  of  affairs  with  the  possession 
of  a  seat  in  the  Lords  or  Commons,  we  cannot  think  that  his  field  of  choice 
is  so  narrow  as  to  make  any  particular  person  indispensable.  The  holding 
of  an  important  public  position  ought  to  be  wholly  dissociated  from  financial 
occupations.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  Lord  Hardwicke  personally,  and 
it  would  be  childishly  absurd  to  suppose  that  Lord  Salisbury  has  been 
influenced  by  any  unworthy  motive.  Yet  it  is  unfortunate  that  the  slightest 
colour  should  be  given  to  suspicion,  however  unworthy,  or  however  unjust." 

The  reconstructed  Ministry  certainly  stands  less  well  in  public  estima- 
tion than  the  Ministry  it  replaces. 


POINTS  FEOM  SPEECHES. 


Major  Basch,  M.P.  House  of  Commons,  December  6tli,  1900. 

"  The  War  Oflice  had  displaved  the  foresight  of  the  ostrich  and 
the  firmness  of  the  jelly-fish.  He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  recent 
references  of  Lord  Salisbury,  Lord  Lansdowne,  and  the  Home 
Secretary  to  War  Oftice  reform.  They  were  told  that  they  were 
going  to  have  fresh  blood.  The  fresh  blood  which  they  had  seen  at 
present  was  provided  by  the  appointment  of  the  present  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  who  himself  was  for  ten  years  in  the  War  Office 
and  was  imbued  with  its  traditions  and  its  red-tape,  and  must  be  so. 
He  was  the  optimistic  apologist  for  everything  the  War  Office  had 
done  since  the  year  1885,  with  the  exception  of  five  years  ;  he  was 
the  man  who  elevated  the  position  of  the  War  Secretary  and  lowered 
the  position  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  ;  he  was  the  man  who  was 
opposed  to  every  reform  that  was  suggested  on  either  side  of  the 
House,  and,  with  Mr.  Stanhope,  eight  years  ago,  reduced  the 
Horse  Artillery  batteries  in  the  teeth  of  every  opinion.  To  him 
had  been  added  the  hon.  baronet,  against  whom  he  had  not  a  word 
to  say,  but  who  had  been  a  clerk  on  the  civil  side  of  the  War  Office. 
That  was  how  the  promise  had  been  kept  to  introduce  new  blood 
into  the  War  Office.  It  was  true  that  something  like  200,000  men 
had  been  sent  to  South  Africa,  but  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  militia, 
the  Yeomanry,  and  the  Volunteers  we  could  not  have  put  an  army 
like  that  in  the  field.  He  regretted  that  he  was  unable  to  go  to  the 
front.  The  fact  that  he  was  unable  was  another  instance  of  the 
fatuity  of  the  War  Office.  If  they  had  let  him  go  they  might  have 
ffot  rid  of  him  and  never  seen  him  again.  The  country,  as  far  as  he 
knew  it  in  Essex,  from  conversations  with  the  *  man  in  the  street ' 
and  generally  all  over  the  country,  was  not  prepared  to  put  up  with 
the  casual  and  light-hearted  utterances  of  the  men  in  authority,  and 
wanted  to  see  the  pledges  which  had  been  given  with  regard  to  the 
reform  of  the  War  Office  pro|ierly  carried  out." 

Fr(nn  the  Times,  December  7th,  1900. 
Major  Rasch,  at  all  events,  is  not  convinced  of  Ministerial  enthusiasm 
for  War  Office  reform. 
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Mr.  J.  S.  Arkwright,  M.P.  Hereford,  December  17Ui«  1181 

*'  It  was  due  to  the  present  Parliament  to  say  that  they  were 
well  aware  of  the  fact  that  they  were  probably  the  most  important, 
and  possibly  the  most  critical  Parliament,  that  had  erer  met  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Victoria,  possibly  in  the  history  of  England," 

From  the  Bibminoham  Gazette,  December  19th^  1900. 
Because  Mr.  Arkwright  is  for  the  first  time  a  member  of  it  t 


Mr.  Chamberlain.  Honse  of  Commons,  December  Gtb,  1900. 

Certain  papers  were  found  at  Bloemfontein.  The  knowledge 
that  those  papers  had  been  found  got  out — how  I  do  not  know — in 
South  Africa.  Everybody  in  politics  there  knew  that  they  had  been 
found,  and  knew  that  among  them  was  some  correspondence  affecting 
Members  of  Parliament.    That  infonnation,  which  was  common 

Eroperty  in  South  Africa  for  some  days,  and  I  think  for  some  weeks 
efore  any  rumour  got  to  this  country,  was  repeated  in  this  country 
with  very  great  exaggerations,  and  thereupon  I  was  asked  in  thw 
House  by  two  Members  of  Parliament  on  my  own  side,  and  by  one 
on  the'  other  side,  whether  I  had  in  my  possession  any  correspond- 
ence of  the  kind.  I  gave  a  reply  which  was  strictly  accurate,  and 
in  which  I  endeavoured  to  minimise,  or  rather  to  prevent,  exaggera- 
tion, with  regard  to  this  matter." 

From  the  Times,  December  7lK  190a 

Mr.  Vincent  Crummies  was  also  perplexed  to  know  how  these 
things  "  got  into  the  papers  ]  " 


Mr.  H.  G.  Montgomery.  Sible  Hedingham,  December  Sth,  190(1 

As  a  Liberal  he  liad  had  great  pleasure  in  supporting  Mr.  Gray. 
He  voted  for  Mr.  Gray  because  he  considered  him  the  better  man  of 
the  two.  He  had  been  asked  to  support  the  Liberal  candidate,  but 
declined  to  do  so,  as  he  thought  the  Conservative  man  would  be 
the  most  suitable  to  represent  them.  When  he  firat  met  Mr.  Umy 
he  hid  a  dirty  coat  on  and  a  collar  that  had  been  worn  for  at  leitst 
Jour  days,  and  he  thovaht  that  was  the  man  he  would  like  to  volef^tr. 
Mr.  Gray  was  one  of  themselves,  fwt  a  '  tojf.*" 

From  the  East  Essex  and  Halstead  Times,  December  15fA,  1900. 

There's  no  accounting  for  taste.  Who  would  ever  liave  thought 
that  a  free  and  independent  elector  would  yearn  for  a  candidate  who 
had  once  on  a  time  worn  a  dirty  coat  and  a  collar  "  that  had  been  worn 
for  at  least  four  days  1"  Mr.  Gray  (the  Unionist  candidate  for  Saffinoo 
Walden)  was  present  and  seemed  to  like  the  way  he  had  been  referred 
to.  Alluding  to  the  fact  that  he  was  once  a  Liberal,  Mr.  Gray  said 
that  this  turn-about  was  what  "  had  happened  in  the  political  cmef 
of  many  great  men."  Surely  the  much  better  explanation  is  (as  tiie 
Westminister  Gazette  suggested)  that  his  coat  being  "  dirty  "  he  turned 

it: 
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Mr.  ChamberlaiiL  House  of  Commons,  December  6th,  1900. 

'^Sir  Heniy  de  Yilliers  replied  to  that  letter  and  said  that  he 
should  not  object  to  the  publication,  but  that  I  must  understand 
that  they  are  only  part  of  a  correspondence  which  he  had  in  com- 
munications with  Mr.  Reitz,  President  Kruger,  and  Sir  A.  Milner, 
and  he  wished  that  the  whole  correspondence  could  have  been 
published.  Yes,  but  that  is  a  very  different  thing  from  saying  that 
he  made  it  a  condition  that  the  whole  correspondence  should  be 
published.  I  wired  again  to  Sir  Henry  de  Villiers,  thanking  him 
for  his  permission,  and  saying,  what  was,  of  course,  the  case,  that 
the  only  letters  that  were  in  my  possession,  the  only  letters  I  had 
ever  seen  of  his,  were  the  four  I  had  sent  to  him.  I  did  not  know, 
and  I  do  not  know,  what  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Reitz,  to  President 
£[ruger,  or  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and  I  could  not  have  published 
those  letters  under  any  conceivable  circumstances,  although  I  have 
no  doubt  they  would  have  been  equally  creditable  to  Sir  Henry  de 
Villiers." 

From  the  Times,  December  7th,  1900. 
Why  could  not  Mr.  Chamberlain  "  under  any  conceivable  circum- 
stances*' have  been  able  to  publish  a  letter  sent  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  1 
Woiuld  the  latter  have  refused  his  consent  1  When  Sir  Henry  wished 
all  the  letters  published  the  obvious  thing  to  do  was  to  get  those  that 
could  be  got.  Why  was  not  Sir  Alfred  Milner  asked?  Were  the 
letters  to  him  by  any  chance  critical  of  Mr.  Chamberlain,  just  as  those 
published  were  of  Boer  statesmen  ? 


Mx.  BalfoTir.  House  of  Commons,  December  6th,  1900. 

*'  What  he  (Sir  H,  Campbdl- Bantierman)  complained  of  was  the 
statement  that  a  vote  given  to  the  Opposition  was  a  vote  given  to 
the  Boers.  He  interprets  that  as  being  an  accusation  of  want  of 
patriotism  on  the  part  of  himself  and  gentlemen  near  him.  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  ever  was  used  in  that  sense.  I  will  explain  the 
only  rational  sense  in  which  it  could  be  used ;  and  it  never  was 
used,  so  far  as  I  know,  in  any  other  sense.  I  am  stating  my  own 
belief.  I  do  not  believe  I  ever  did  use  the  phrase — I  re<iUy  do  not 
know.  I  am  perfectly  certain  I  never  used  any  phrase  throughout 
the  whole  election  which  could  be  reasonably  interpreted  to  mean 
that  any  opponent  of  mine  was  lacking  in  patriotism.  Bub  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  true  that  votes  given  to  the  other  side  were  votes 
given  to  the  Boers  in  this  sense,  and  in  the  only  sense  in  which  it 
could  be  reasonably  interpreted — namely,  that  it  must  strengthen 
the  Boer  cause  ;  that  the  weakening  or  destruction  of  the  present 
majority — the  substitution  for  this  majority  of  a  majority  drawn 
from  the  other  side  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  its  leader — 
would  have  been  interpreted  and  considered  in  South  Africa  as  an 
encouragement  to  furtner  resistance." 

It  is  greatly  to  Mr.  Balfour's  credit  that  he  never  mafficked  at  the 
General  Election  :  it  is  kind  of  him  to  defend  the  phrase  he  certainly 
never  stooped  to  use.  But  no  amount  of  special  pleading  will  get  rid 
of  the  fact  that  the  General  Election  was  conducted  on  the  Unionist 
side  so  as  to  make  the  elector  believe  that  the  Liberal  candidates  tvere 
"  lacking  in  patriotism." 
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Earl  Cowper.  Hertford.  December  190(1 

It  had  been  a  most  difficult  tank  to  reform  the  Administratioxif 
and  many  might  have  been  offended  by  being  gently  told  that  their 
services  were  no  longer  required.  Many  might  have  been  disap- 
]K)inted  with  the  new  arrangements.  Yet  they  had  been  perfectly 
willing  to  admit  that  Lord  Salisbury  had  acted  for  the  best,  and 
were  as  determined  as  ever  to  support  him." 

From  the  Scotsman,  December  lOtK  190D. 
Lord  Cowper  should  really  have  a  talk  with  Mr.  Chaplin  to  see  if 
there  is  lamb-like  willingness  to  credit  Lord  Salisbury  with  having 
acted  "for  the  best." 


Mr.  Balfour.  House  of  Commons,  December  Gth,  1900. 

"  The  truth  is  that  the  party  to  which  I  belong  have,  perhaps, 
become  inured  to  a  certain  kind  of  attack  and  insinuation,  which 
we  have  begun  to  tolerate  as  an  inevitable  but  necessary  evil  con- 
nected with  elections,  and  we  are,  perhaps,  therefore  less  sensitive 
than  right  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  who  have  not  been  so  tried.  I 
have  aU  my  life  been  accustomed  to  be  told  on  these  occasions  that 
I  belong  to  the  selfish  and  privileged  minority,  that  the  object  of 
our  policy  was  to  give  doles  to  our  friends  ;  and  I  remember  seeing 
the  walls  of  my  constituency  placarded  with  an  interesting  caricature 
in  which  I  was  represented  as  rejecting  the  legitimate  clmms  of  the 
starving  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the  squire  and  the 
parson.  That  is  what  hon.  gentlemen  opposite  think  legitimate. 
Their  sensitive  conscdences  do  not  shrink  from  that." 

From  tlu  Times,  December  7th,  1900. 
It  was  Lord  George  Hamilton  who  proclaimed  that  Toryism  meant 
taking  care  of  your  friends  ;  whilst  as  to  the  caricature  it  only  r^n^ 
sented  pictorially  the  indisputable  fact  that  the  Government  which, 
on  the  ground  of  financial  correctitude,  refused  a  single  penny  to 
starving  India,  voted  millions  a  year  in  doles  to  the  squire  and  the 
parson. 


POINTS  FROM  THE  PAPERS. 


From  the  Birmingham  Oazette,  December  \2thy  1900. 

The  three  Conservatives,  Colonel  Brookfield,  Major  Rasch,  and 
Mr.  Coningsby  Disraeli,  who  walked  out  of  the  House  wiUioat 
voting  in  the  division  against  Lord  Salisbury,  voted  with  the 
Grovemment  in  the  subsequent  divisions  regarding  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain. It  had  been  hoped  by  the  Opposition  that  either  Mr.  Gibson 
Bowles  or  Mr.  Disraeli  would  have  seconded  the  Bartley  amend- 
ment. Neither  of  them,  however,  could  be  induced  to  do  so,  but, 
iis  their  subsequent  proceedings  showed,  this  could  not  have  been 
for  want  of  goodwill  to  the  amendment.  Mr.  Disraeli's  attitude  in 
the  matter  has  been  especially  regretted.  It  has  been  thought 
unworthy  of  his  great  name." 

Why  ?  Lord  Beaconsfield  never  stuffed  his  Cabinets  fuU  of  b» 
own  relatives. 
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From  th€  Times,  December  l^th,  1900 

*'He  (Lord  Salisbury)  went  on  to  say  : — *  I  remember  well  a 
great  election  when  the  two  members  were  Sir  Benjamin  Hall— all 
that  could  be  desired  of  the  fine  flower  of  Radicalism — and  Mr. 
Harper  Twelvetrees,  whose  name  sufliciently  expresses  the  kind  of 
orthodoxy  he  represented.'  We  do  not  quite  understand  the  last 
remark,  but,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Sir  Benjamin  Hall,  who  sat  for 
Marylebone  from  1837  to  1859,  and  became  Lord  Llanover  in  the 
last  year,  had  successively  as  his  colleagues  Sir  Samuel  Whalley,  Sir 
Charles  Napier,  Lord  Dudley  Stuart,  Lord  Ebrington,  and  Mr. 
Edwin  James,  Q.O.  Mr.  Harper  Twelvetrees  did  not  stand  for  the 
borough  until  two  years  after  Sir  Benjamin  Hall's  accession  to  the 
peerage,  and  then  he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  poll  with  one  vote." 

Lord  Salisbury's  memory  is  certainly  curious.  And  what  is  the 
mysterious  significance  of  the  word  Twelvetrees  1 


From  the  Leeds  Mercuiy  December  11  th,  1900. 

**  Mr.  Chamberlain  has  written  a  letter  to  his  Tory  friends  in 
Birmingham,  expressing  *  his  gratitude  for  their  kind  expression  of 
indignation  at  the  slanders  to  which  he  has  been  exposed  for  doing  his 
duty.'  This  reference  to  *  slanders  '  is  amusing  when  we  remember 
what  Mr.  Chamberlain  himself  told  the  House  of  Commons  only  on 
Monday  last.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  on  Mr.  Lloyd-G«orge*s 
amendment  to  the  Address,  the  Colonial  Secretary  explained  that 
he  had  submitted  the  worst  of  the  statements  made  about  him  during 
the  general  election  to  the  highest  legal  authorities,  who,  he  added, 
*  have  advised  me  that  there  is  no  passage  which  they  can  find  .  . 
.  .  which  conveys  a  definite  charge  upon  which  I  can  proceed.' 
It  is  a  pity  Mr.  Chamberlain  does  not  possess  a  slight  sense  of 
humour.  If  he  did  he  would  see  the  absurdity  of  charging  his  political 
enemies  with  slandering  him,  when  on  his  own  admission,  *the 
highest  legal  authorities '  in  the  country  have  assured  him  that  ^the 
worst  his  opponents  have  said  cannot  by  the  utmost  ingenuity  be 
construed  as  slander." 

An  excellent  point. 


Government  Blue  Books  and  Returns. 


Board    of    Education.     (1)  Associations 
Aid  Grants  to      Constituted  under  the  Voluntary  Schools  Act, 
Voluntary  Schools.  1897.    (2)  Associated  Schools  and  Amount  of 
Aid  Grants.     (3)  Unassociated  Schools  and 
Amounts  of  Grants  Paid.    [Cd— 212.]    Price  8Jd. 

This  report,  giving  particulars  of  the  Aid  Grants  under  the 
Voluntary  Schools  Act  of  1897  is  prefaced  by  a  reprint  of  the  Act, 
two  minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  adopted  April  9th  and  June  16th, 
1897,  respecting  the  administration  of  the  Act,  and  a  memorandum  on 
Hchemes  under  the  Act  incorporating  parts  of  circulars  issued  by 
the  Council  in  April,  1898,  and  March,  1899.    A  summary  of  these 
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has  been  given  in  proious  numbers.  The  new  aid  grant  is  allotted  to 
schools  grouped  together  in  associations.  Under  the  Act  the  Aid  Grant 
must  be  distributed  with  "  due  regard  to  the  maintenance  of  voluntaiy 
subscriptions."  The  "memorandum"  points  out  that  the  chief  purposes 
to  which  the  Aid  Grant  may  be  appHed  are  (a)  Improvement  of  teaching 
power,  (6)  Improvement  of  school  equipment,  (c)  Making  adequate 
provision  for  the  maintenance  of  due  efficiency.  The  Council  of 
Education  in  1897  fixed  the  following  rates  as  the  basis  of  allotment 
of  Aid  Grants,  and  these  continue  until  the  issue  of  any  further  minute 
on  the  subject : — For  Town  Schools,  58.  9d.  per  scholar ;  for  Coontrj 
Schools,  3s.  3d.  per  scholar,  in  average  attendance. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  number  of  associations  and  d 
schools,  average  attendance,  and  total  amount  of  Aid  Grant  paid  for 
the  financial  year  ending  March  31st,  1900  : — 


Number 
of 

Associations. 

Number 

of 
Schools. 

Avenfie 
Attendance. 

(a)  Church  of  England... 

Roman  Catholic  

British  

46 
11 
11 
6 
1 

11,851 
1,046 
818 
476 
12 

1,900,706 
248,100 
176,377 
129,102 
9,971 

Totals  

(6)  Uoassociated  Schools 

76 

14,201 
201 

2,464,265 
22,026 

(c)  Grand  Totals... 

76 

14,402 

2,486,281 

Totel 

of 

Aid  Grant  paid. 

£  s.  d. 

464,863  10 

70,673  9 

46,425  12 

36,146  16 

2,908  17 


621,008   4  11 
508   0  0 

621,516   4  11 


Report  of  the  Chief  Labour  Correspondent 
Strikes  and  Lockouts,  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on  the  Strikes  and  Lodc- 
outs  of  1899.  [Cd.— 316.]  Price  lid. 
Mr.  H.  Llewellyn  Smith  states  in  his  introduction  to  the  12th 
Annual  Report  on  Strikes  and  Lockouts,  that :  **The  most  noticeable 
feature  in  the  Statistics  for  1899  is  the  great  decrease  in  the  import- 
ance of  the  disputes  compared  with  the  two  immediately  preceding  years. 
This  reduction  is  most  clearly  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  ag^pnegate 
duration  of  disputes  in  1899  in  working  days  was  only  2,516,416 — 
compared  with  15,289,478  in  1898,  and  10,345,523  in  1897.  The 
two  last  mentioned  years  were  exceptional  as  regards  the  magnitude 
and  duration  of  trade  disputes,  owing  to  the  great  disputes  in  the 
Mining  and  Engineering  trades.  If,  however,  the  figure  for  1899  be 
compared  with  the  average  of  the  previous  quinquennial  period,  til, 
8,927,010  working  days  per  annum,  it  shows  a  falling  off  of  over  70 
per  cent.,  and  is,  it  may  be  pointed  out,  the  lowest  annual  total  yet 
recorded. 

It  may  be  added  that  the  aggregate  duration  of  disputes  during 
the  first  ten  months  of  19u0  ban  been  about  2,542,000,  compared  with 
2,28S,000  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1899." 
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The  number  of  disputes  in  1899  was  719  compared  with  711  in 
1898.  In  all  other  respects  the  figures  of  1899  are  the  lowest  of  any 
of  the  six  years  for  which  statistics  are  available  for  comparison. 

The  number  of  persons  involved  was  180,217,  a  decrease  of 
73,690  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  the  aggregate  duration 
12,773,062  working  days  less  than  in  1898.  This  great  difference  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  that  in  1898  there  was  the  great  strike  of  South 
Wales  miners,  affecting  100,000  persons,  with  an  aggregate  duration  of 
11,650,000  working  days,  while  in  1896  the  two  largest  disputes  were 
those  of  the  Dundee  jute  operatives,  numbering  35,000,  with  a  duration 
of  344,000  working  days,  and  of  the  plasterers,  affecting  4,000  men, 
with  an  aggregate  duration  of  200,000  days. 

Results  of  Disputes. 
The  table  below  gives  the  workpeople  directly  involved  in  disputes 
in  1899,  classified  according   to  principal  cause  and  the  result 
obtained  : — 


Principal  Oause. 

Number  of  Workpeople  directly  affected  by  Dis- 
putes beginninff  In  1899,  the  BetulU  of 
wmch  were — 

Total 
Number  of 
Workpeople 

directly 
affected  by 
Disputes 
beginning  in 
1899. 

In  favour 
of 

Workpeople. 

In  favour 
of 

Employers. 

Com- 
promised. 

Indefinite 

or 

Unsettled. 

Wages  

Hoots  of  labour 

Employment  of  par- 
ticular classes  or 
persons   

Working  arrangements 

Trade  Unionism 

Other  causes  

22,668 
410 

1,913 
8,330 
1,166 
2,321 

45,643 
1,860 

4,629 
1,732 
2,765 
3,646 

25,716 
1,587 

1,595 
7,833 
1,135 
2,371 

624 

50 
'**64 

94,651 
3,867 

8,187 
17,895 
5,130 
8,338 

Total   

36,808 

60,275 

40,237 

738 

138,058 

Most  of  the  disputes  of  the  year  were,  as  was  to  be  expected, 
settled  by  direct  arrangement  or  negotiation  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned ;  562  disputes,  afifecting  156,743  persons  (or  87  per  cent,  of  the 
total  number  involved),  were  arranged  by  these  methods.  Disputes 
settled  by  unconditional  surrender  or  replacement  of  workpeople  were 
neither  numerous  nor  important.  As  regards  the  disputes  settled  by 
arbitration  and  conciliation,  the  figures  are  somewhat  smaller  than  in 
any  of  the  previous  three  years.  This  decrease  is  in  marked  contrast 
to  the  statistics  of  changes  of  wages  arranged  by  arbitration  and  con- 
ciliation given  in  the  recently  published  Report  on  Changes  of  Wages 
Hours  in  1899.  It  was  there  shown  that  47  per  cent,  of  all  the 
changes  of  the  year,  as  measured  by  the  number  of  persons  affected, 
were  arranged  by  wages  boards,  sliding  scales,  or  various  methods  of 
conciliation  and  arbitration,  while  only  3  per  cent,  of  the  changes 
followed  strikes. 
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General  Report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  npoo 
Railway  the  Accidents  that  have  occurred  on  the  Rail- 

AcciDENTS.  ways  of  th«)  United  Kingdom  during  the  Tear 
1899.    [Cd.— 320.]    Price  4Jd. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  killed  in  train  accidents  during 
the  past  year  was  14,  which  is  a  decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  inw^hich  the  number  was  25.  These  deaths  were  caused 
by  5  collisions  and  2  derailments  of  passenger  trains. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  and  injuries  to  passengers  from  cansei 
other  than  accidents  to  trains  reported  in  1899  were  141  killed  and 
1,457  injured  as  against  128  killed  and  1,238  injured  in  1898. 

In  the  course  of  the  twelve  months  531  servants  of  railway  com- 
panies and  of  contractors  were  killed  and  4,633  injured.  These  figures 
are  irrespective  of  53  killed  and  10,949  injured  in  accidents  in  which 
the  movement  of  vehicles  was  not  concerned.  319  local  inquiries  have 
been  made  into  the  causes  of  these  accidents,  and  various  recommenda- 
tions for  preventing  them  and  minimising  the  risks  to  employers  have 
been  communicated  to  the  companies.  In  a  "reasonable  proportion  ci 
cases,''  the  Chief  Inspector  states,  the  suggestions  have  been  accepted 
by  the  companies.  The  following  summary  table  shows  the  total 
number  of  casualties  of  all  kinds  in  1899  and  their  causes,  roughly 
classified  : — 


Killed. 

Injored. 

Passengebs  : 

From  accidents  to  trains,  rolling  stock,  permanent  way,  &c. 
By  accidents  from  other  causes,  including  accidents  from 
their  own  want  of  caution  or  misconduct.   

14 
141 

l,i&7 

Servants  of  Companies  or  Contractors*  : 

From  accidents  to  trains,  rolling  stock,  permanent  way,  &c. 
By  accidents  from  other  causes,  including  accidents  from 
their  own  want  of  caution  or  misconduct. 

19 
512 

196 
4,437 

Other  Persons  : 

From  accidents  to  trains,  rolling  stock,  permanent  way,  &c. 

Whilst  passing  over  railways  at  level  crossings   

Trespassers   

Suicides  and  persons  attempting  suicide  

Persons  on  business  at  stations  and  sidings   

Miscellaneous,  not  included  in  any  of  the  above  

1 

60 
313 
131 
29 
20 

2 
22 

139 
13 

127 
19 

Total   

1,240 

7,1<» 

♦  Of  contractors'  servants  24  were  killed  and  51  injured. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  Companies  have  returned  100  persons 
killed  and  12,050  injured  from  accidents  that  occurred  on  their 
premises,  but  which  were  not  connected  with  the  movement  of  railway 
vehicles.    Thus  the  total  number  of  personal  accidents  reported  to  thd 
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Board  of  Trade  by  the  Railway  Companies  during  the  twelve  months 
amounts  to  1,340  persons  killed  and  19,155  injured. 

The  total  number  of  passenger-journeys,  exclusive  of  journeys  by 
season-ticket  holders,  was  1,106,691,991  for  the  year  1899,  or 
43,780,875  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  Calculated  on  these 
figures,  the  proportions  of  passengers  killed  and  injured  during  the 
year  1899  were  1  in  7,139,948  killed,  and  1  in  514,740  injured.  In 
1898,  the  proportions  were  1  in  6,947,131  killed,  and  1  in  568,402 
injured. 

Season  ticket  holders'  journeys,  are  not  included  in  these  figures, 
because  their  number  cannot  be  estimated.  1,537,765  season  tickets 
were  issued  in  1899,  and  it  is  obvious  that,  if  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  passenger  journeys  taken  by  the  holders  of  such  tickets  could  be 
made,  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  passenger  journeys  would  be 
shown,  with  a  corresponding  benefit  to  the  passenger  when  calculating 
his  risk  of  accident. 


Forty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Post- 
The  Post-ofpice.     master-General  on  the  Post-office.  [Cd — 333.] 
Price  4Jd. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  postal  packets  delivered  in  the 
United  Kingdom  during  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1900,  was  as 
follows : — 

Number. 

Letters    2,246,800,000 

Post-cards    400,300,000 

Book  packets  and  circulars  . . .  702,800,000 

Newspapers   163,400,000 

Parcels  (actual  number)      . . .  75,448,000 


Total    3,588,748,000 

Undelivered  postal  packets  were  as  follows : — Letters,  8,954,041 1 
post^rds,  1,495,085 ;  book  packets,  10,613,853;  newspapers,  597,919; 
parcels,  206,944. 

The  number  of  undelivered  letters  returned  to  this  country  from 
abroad  rose  from  373,308  in  1898-99  to  463,611  in  1899-1 900.;:. The 
increase  was  largely  due  to  the  return  of  35,448  letters  addressed  to 
the  Transvaal  and  Orange  Free  State,  which  were  stopped  at  J  Cape 
Town  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and  were  not  claimed  there  by  the 
persons  for  whom  they  were  intended.  Undelivered  correspondence 
for  the  army  in  South  Africa  is  also  being  returned  in  large  quantities. 

The  total  value  of  property  found  in  undelivered  letters,  which  had 
to  be  opened  in  the  Returned  Letter  Offices,  was  £725,613. 

Inland  money-orders  issued  amounted  to  £30,505,351,  an  increase 
of  5-3  per  cent. ;  postal-orders  amounted  to  £28,633,884,  an  increase 
of  5-20  per  cent. 


T  Average 

Increase  ^umW  to 

percent,  Person. 

2-7  55-3 

4-7  9-8 

•2  17-3 

6-0  4-0 

4-9  1-9 

2-6  88-3 
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I 
I 

I  The  number  of  telegrams  sent  over  the  wires  of  the  Dep&rtnieiit 

!  during  the  year  was  90,415,123,  the  increase  being  3*87  per  cent, 

i  Post-office  Finance. 

The  postal  revenue  of  the  year,  including  the  value  of  a&rvio&y 
rendered  to  other  Departments,  has  been  £13,394,335,  an  increase  of 
J&345,018  on  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  postal  expenditure  has 
been  £9,683,704,  an  increase  of  £493,698  on  that  of  the  previous  year. 
The  net  profit  was  thus  £3,710,631,  or  £134,199  less  than  last  year. 

The  telegraph  revenue  of  the  year,  £3,460,492,  shows  an  increase 
of  £200,347,  and  the  telegraph  expenditure  £3,748,930,  an  increase  ol 
£266,916  upon  the  previous  year. 

The  net  deficit  on  telegraphs  was  thus  £288,438,  or  £66,569  mm 
than  last  year.  If  allowance  be  made  for  interest  on  the  capital — 
£10,868,663 — created  for  the  purchase  of  the  telegraphs,  the  deficit  on 
the  year  is  raised  to  £587,326. 


Report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  respecting 
Railway  Servants'  the  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Trade  undo' 
Hours  of  Labour,  the  Railway  Regulations  Act,  1893,  56  mad 
57  Vict.,  c.  29,  during  the  year  ended  Jidy 
27th,  1900.    [340.]    Price  2d. 

This  is  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  working  of  the  Act 
passed  by  the  last  Liberal  Government  for  regulating  the  hoara  of 
railway  servants.    Sir  Courtenay  Boyle  comments  as  follows : — 

"  The  report  shows  a  continued  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  com- 
plaints made.  The  exact  number  of  such  complaints  received  daring 
the  year  ended  July  27th,  1900,  was  41,  as  compared  with  46  in  1899, 
76  in  1897,  and  156  in  1895. 

"  The  steady  fall  in  the  number  of  complaints,  which  has  lasted  con- 
tinuously since  the  la^it-named  year,  may,  I  think,  be  taken  as 
indicating  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  railway  companies  to  watch 
the  effect  of  revision  of  hours  and  themselves  to  adjust  their  tables  of 
working  hours  without  waiting  for  representations  from  the  Board  of 
Trade.  The  action  of  the  Department,  operating,  as  it  has  operated, 
without  the  necessity  of  recourse  to  legal  proceedings,  most  be 
measured  not  merely  by  its  direct  results.  The  pressure  which  the 
Board  of  Trade  have  brought  to  bear  has  led  to  a  shortening  of  hours, 
not  merely  in  the  instances  in  respect  to  which  representations  have 
been  made,  but  in  other  instances  where  the  services  and  conditions  of 
work  have  been  similar.  The  Railway  Companies  can  no  more  main- 
tain undue  inequalities  in  their  service  time-tables  than  they  can  in 
their  rate  books. 

**  The  Act  has  been,  in  my  opinion,  productive  of  much  advantage 
to  the  travelling  public  and  also  to  the  servants  of  Companies.  It 
has  been  worked  quietly  and  without  friction." 

The  number  of  complaints  inquired  into  each  year  (ending  July 
27th)  since  the  Act  came  into  operation,  are  as  follows : — 1894,  73 ; 
1895,  156;  1896,  97;  1897,  76;  1898;  50;  1899,  46;  1900,41: 
total,  538. 
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The  report  states  that  of  these  41  complaints  of  the  past  year  13 
had  reference  to  the  hours  of  signalmen,  while  8  were  on  behalf  of 
engine  men  and  7  of  shunters;  the  remaining  13  complaints  included 
5  which  affected  guards  or  brakesmen  and  a  similar  number  affecting 
station  staff. 

Sixty  complaints  in  all  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  under 
review,  and  sixteen  of  these  are  still  under  negotiation.  Of  the  re- 
maining 44  cases  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  in  24  the  company 
concerned  agreed  to  take  the  steps  which  the  Board  thought  desirable, 
while  in  1 1  others  the  main  points  were  conceded.  Four  complaints 
did  not  appear,  on  inquiry,  to  be  suflBciently  well  founded  to  warrant 
forther  action,  and  in  the  remaining  5  cases  no  substantial  reductions 
in  the  hours  worked  were  obtained.  In  cases  such  as  these,  where  the 
hours  complained  of  are  not  so  long  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the 
travelling  public,  the  Department  is  always  ready  to  consider  the 
propriety  of  giving  the  complainants  an  opportunity  of  stating  their 
case  before  the  Railway  and  Canal  Commission,  in  pursuance  of  the 
powers  conferred  by  the  Act.  In  cases  where  there  was  direct  evidence 
of  danger  the  Department  itself  would  take  steps  to  bring  the  complaint 
before  the  Commission,  but  up  to  the  present  time  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  submit  any  case  to  that  tribunal. 

The  Chief  Inspector  (Mr.  Francis  J,  S.  Hop  wood)  also  remarks : — 
"  The  Board  of  Trade  are  always  desirous  that  complaints  of  ex- 
cessive hours  of  work  may,  so  far  as  is  possible,  be  met  by  the  company 
concerned  without  the  necessity  for  formal  intervention  on  the  part  of 
the  Department.  They  were,  therefore,  much  interested  in  a  confer- 
ence held  in  J anuary  last  between  the  representatives  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  North  Eastern  Railway,  at  which  the  hours  of  work 
and  rates  of  wages  of  all  classes  of  servants  were  discussed.  The 
settlement  agreed  to  resulted  in  a  very  considerable  diminution  in  the 
hours  worked  by  a  large  number  of  men.  For  example,  the  Board 
understand  that  the  hours  of  duty  at  127  signal  cabins  were  reduced 
from  12  to  10  per  day.  and  at  21  cabins  from  10  to  8,  while  160 
shunters  previously  working  for  10  hours  are  in  future  to  work  for  8 
hours  a  day.  The  conciliatory  spirit  indicated  by  such  a  conference  is 
no  doubt  a  contributory  cause  of  the  progressive  diminution  in  the 
number  of  complaints  received  by  the  Department." 


N.  H. — The  figures  were  given  in  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Conmions 
by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  on  December  11th  : — 

**  Soon  after  the  last  session  of  Parliament  the  late  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  gave  me  the  figures  up  to  the  end  of  June  from  the  beginning 
of  war.  At  that  time  there  had  been  13,057  cases  of  fever  among  the 
troops,  and  since  then  there  have  been  2,600  other  cases,  making  a  total  of 
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15,657  cases  with  3,642  deaths.  That  is  an  enormous  amount  of  this  kind 
of  disease  to  exist  in  an  army  in  the  field  in  a  climate  like  that  of  South 
Africa.  The  conditions,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  knows,  from  before 
the  beginning  of  the  campaign  were  favourable  to  this  disease  if  soitahle 
precautions  were  not  taken.  Those  precautions  were  not  taken,  in  some 
cases  could  not  be  taken,  but  in  many  cases  much  more  might  have  heea 
done  to  protect  the  troops  from  this  p>est.  The  disease  still  goes  on  playmg 
havoc  with  our  soldiers,  sending  many  of  them  back  to  this  country,  in- 
valided and  unfitted  for  service  for  months.  Moreover,  the  amount  of  mor- 
tality from  it  does  not  seem  to  lessen.  When  this  question  was  brought 
before  the  House  in  the  middle  of  last  session,  we  were  told  that  the  mor- 
tality was  about  21  per  cent.  That  was  not  a  very  high  mortality  consideruig 
the  bad  conditions  which  prevailed,  and  it  said  a  go<^  deal  for  the  generally 
good  effect  of  the  climate  on  such  cases.  I  was  sorry  to  observe,  however, 
from  the  total  figures  up  to  the  end  of  September,  that  the  deaUi-rat«  had 
risen  to  nearly  24  per  cent.  That  is  a  much  higher  rate  than  we  had  under 
the  terrible  conditions  which  existed  at  Bloenifontein,  so  that  it  appear^ 
that  even  more  terrible  conditions  must  have  obtained  elsewhere.  Thi-^ 
high  mortality  requires  some  explanation." 


Thb  Ninetbenth  Century  and  After  (as  it  is  now  called)  has  two 
articles  on  Current  Politics :  (I)  A  Liberal  VieWy  by  Sir  Weymss 
Reid,  and  (2)  A  Conservative  View,  by  Mr.  Sidney  Low.  Mr. 
Edmund  Robertson,  Q.C.,  M.P.,  discusses  The  AdmirdUy  awi 
Subma/rine  Boats,  and  Mr.  L.  Oppenheim  writes  On  Spian  Kop. 

The  Contemporary  Review  gives  first  place  to  a  remarkable  article 
by  Dr.  E.  J.  Dillon  on  The  Chinese  Wolf  and  the  ^urope^ 
Lamb,  The  story  is  one  which  no  European  can  read  without 
blushing,  for  it  is  a  story  of  rape,  arson,  robbery  and  outrage 
"  Togatus  "  discusses  The  War  Office,  and  M.  J.  Novicow  England 
a/nd  Bvssia, 

In  The  Fortnightly  Review  Mr.  T.  W.  Russell,  M.P.,  has  an  article, 
Ireland  and  Irish  Land  Once  More.  An  anonymous  writer 
discusses  Lord  Rosebery  and  the  Liberal  Imperialists,  "Dipkv 
maticus"  writes  on  The  Concert  in  China,  whilst  Sir  Robert 
Hart  discusses  China  and  Reconstruction, 

The  National  Review  has  articles  by  Mr.  Arnold  White  on  A  PUn 
for  Efficiency,  and  by  Mr.  William  Wallace  on  The  PoliHet^' 
Transformation  of  Scotland,  Episodes  of  the  Month,  Amerii» 
Affairs,  and  Greater  Britain  are  all  as  interesting  summaries  a* 
usual. 
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